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TO JOHN CARTWRIGHT, Esfc 

THE INFLEXIBLE ENKMY OF TYRANKY. 
OH TUB 

Peace between England and America* 

Boiley* January 1 , 1815. 
Dear Sir,— When you, a few minutes 
after I was enclosed amongst felons in 
Newgate, for baring written about the 
logging of English. Local Militia-men in 
the presence of German Dragoons, at the 
town of Ely, came to take me by the band, 
and, looking round you, exclaimed, "Well ! 
u I am seventy years old, but I shall yet 

u see • ..... j w when yon 

uttered that exclamation, little indeed did 
1 hope that your prediction would so soon 
seem to be in a fair way of being fulfilled. 
The peace with America is certainly the 
BM»t auspicious event that I have ever bail 
to record, or to notice, since the first day 
that I ventured to put my thoughts* upon 
paper. It opens to mankind a prospect of 
happier days. It has, by a stroke of the 
pen, blasted the malignant hopes of the 
enemies of freedom, baffled all their specu- 
lations, flung them hack beyond the point 
whence they started in their career of hos- 
tility against the principles of political and 
civil liberty j hurled them and their para- 
graphs, and pamphlets and reviews, and all 
the rest of their hireling productions, down 
into the dirt to be trampled under foot; 
changed their exaltation into mourning, 
their audacity into fear. Let those to 
whom liberty and slavery are indifferent 
talk about boundary lines, passages, fishing 
hanks and commercial arrangements s you 
wkl look at the peace with very different 
«et i you will see in it the greatest stroke 
that has ever yet been struck in favour of 
that cause, to which you have devoted your 
life ; and struck, too, at a time, when almost 
every friend of freedom, except yourself, 
Homed to have yielded to feelings of 
despair. 

rV But, in order to he able fully and justly 
t» estimle the consequences of this peace, 
«e most take a review, 1st, of the cause 
rf the w*ff 2d, of the causes of its conti- 



nuance until now j and, 3d, of the causes 
which produced the peace. When we have 
done this, the consequences of such a termi- 
nation of the war will naturally develop© 
themselves to our .view. Happily this war 
has closed before its causes aud its objects 
have been forgotten. We are yet within 
the recollection of every circumstance } and 
though I have, over and over again, stated 
them all, it is now necessary to recapitu- 
late the material points, and to give thqm, 
if possible, a form and situation that may 
defy the power of time. All sorts of vile 
means will be used by those who have the. 
controul of a corrupt press, to misrepresent, 
to disfigure, to disguise, to suppress, upon 
this important occasion. The hirelings are 
raving with mortification at this grand 
event, the consequences of which they feci 
before hand. It is, t Ik re fore, incumbent 
upon us to place the whole of the matter in 
a clear light, and thus to do all that wb are 
able to counteract their efforts. 

First, as to the cause of the war : 
though there had been several points in 
dispute, the war was produced by the im- 
pressment, by our naval officers, of men out 
of American ships on the high seas. The 
Republic wished to take no part in the 
European war, especially after Napoleon 
made himself a King. But she, at last, 
found, that, in order to avoid miseries equal 
to those of war, it was necessary for her to 
arm and to fight. We stopped her ships 
on the high seas, and our naval officers im- 
presed such men as they thought proper, 
took them on board of our ships, compelled 
them to submit to our discipline, and to 
fight, in short, in our service. The ground 
on which we proceeded to do this was, that 
the persons impressed were British sub* 
jects; and that we had a right to impress 
British subjects, being seamen, find them 
where we might. The Republic denied a), 
together our right to take person* at any 
description by force out of her neutral 
ships, unless they were soldiers or seamen 
actually in the sen ice of our enemy. But, 
perhaps, if we had confined our impress- 
ments to our own people, she misht not 
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have gone to war. This, however, our 
naval officers did not do. It has never 
been denied by our Government, that many 
native Republicans were impressed by our 
officers. It is notorious, that many of them 
have .been compelled to serve on board of 
our ships ; and, of course, that many have 
been wounded or killed ; or, at least, car- 
ried from their country, their homes, their 
family, and jbeir affairs. Mr. Madison, 
itt his last speech to the Congress, states, 
that " thousands" of Native Republicans 
were thus impressed, before war was de- 
clared by the Congress. The Congress, 
at last, declared war ; but the President, 
always anxious to avoid the calamities of 
war, immediately proposed the renewal of 
negociations for peace. Mr, Russell, then 
die Republican Minister in London, signi- 
fied to Lord Castlercagb, in August 1812, 
that lie was authorised to stipulate for an 
Armistice, to begin in sixty days, on the 
following conditions : ** That the Orders in 
44 Council be repealed, and no illegal 
" blockades be substituted for them ; and 
" that orders be immediately given to dis- 
44 continue the impressment of persons from 
u American vessels, and to restore the 



citizens of the United States already im* " of impressment, or to accomplish, by 



** pressed >* it being moreover well under- 
44 stood, that the British Government will 
44 assent to enter into definitive arrange- 
u ments, as soon as may l>e, on these and 
** every other difference, by a Treaty, to be 
44 concluded, either at London or Wash- 
" ington, as on an impartial consideration 
** of existing circumstances shall be clcem- 

*> 4 ed most expedient. As an inducement 

44 to Great Britain to discontinue the prae- 
44 tice of impressment from American 
*' vessels, I am authorised to give assurance 
44 that a law shall be passed (to be reci- 
44 procal),to prohibit the employment of 
4i British seamen in tlie public or commer- 
41 rial service of the United States. — It is 
44 sincerely believed, that such an arrange- 
* raent would prove more efficacious, in 
4 * securing to Great Britain her 9eamei>, 
44 than tho practice of impressment, so de- 
** rogatory to the sovereign attributes of the 
44 United States, and so incompatible with 
44 the personal rights of their cith&ns" 

Lord Cattlcreagh's answer to tikis was 
a* foflows:— " From this statement you 
44 wHl pereeive; tbat the view you have 
M taken of this part of the subject is incor- 
44 rect; and- that, in the gresent state of the 
44 relations between the two countries, the 
"?& er^wfr *% liie Order of the 234 a] 






44 June can only be defeated by a refusal 
44 on the part of your Government to desist 
44 from hostilities, or to comply with the 
44 conditions expressed in the said Order. 
44 Under the circumstances of your having 
44 no powers to negotiate, I must decline 
44 entering into a detailed discussion of the 
44 propositions which you have been direct* 
44 ed to bring forward.— I cannot, however, 
44 refrain on one single point from express* 
44 ing my surprise j namely, that, as a con- 
44 dition, preliminary even to a suspension 
44 of hostilities, the Government of the 
44 United States should have thought fit to 
44 demand, that the British Government 
44 should desist from its ancient and acctis- 
44 tomed practice of impressing British sea* 
44 men from the merchant ships ofafotxign 
44 State, simply on the assurance that a law 
44 shall hereafter be passed, to prohibit the 
44 employment of British seamen in the 
44 public or commercial service of that 
44 State.— The British Government now, 
" as heretofore, is ready to receive from 
" the Government of the United States, 
44 and amicably to discuss, any proposition 
" which professes to have in view either to 
44 check abuse in exercise of the practice 



44 means less liable to vexation, the object 
44 for which impressment has hitherto been 
44 found necessary j but they cannot consent 
44 to suspend the exercise of a right upon 
44 which the naval strength of the empire 
44 mainly depends, until they are fully con- 
44 vinced that means can be devised, and 
44 will be adopted, by which the object to 
44 be obtained by the exercise of that right 
44 can be effectually secured. I have the 
44 honour to be, Sir, your most obedient 
44 humble Servant." 

This oner, you will perceive, came from 
the President* How false, then, is the 
charge, that he went to war to assist Na- 
poleon ! If that had been true, he, of 
course, would have proposed no armistice. 
He would have been anxious to avoid all 
means of reconciliation. But, on the 
contrary, he is the first to make an effort 
to put an end to the war ; and, even in the 
case of impressment, to tender voluntarily 
a measure calculated to remove our ap- 
prehensions on the score of our seamen. 
I do not know how an English Secretary of 
State may have been able to look a Repub- 
lican Minister in the face, while the for- 
mer was asserting, that the strength of 
England mainly depended on the exercis* 
of the right of impressing its own subjects } 
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Uit t be that as it may, the President here 
tendered u measure to render, that impress- 
ment unnecessary, unless it was still meant 
to impress the Republicans. 

The Republic having failed in this en- 
deavour to restore' peace, she made another 
attempt, the succeeding month, as will be 
Been in the letter of Mr. Monroe to Sir 
John B. Warren, and which letter it is of 
great importance now to peruse with at- 
tention. After the opening of his letter, 
he proceeds thus :— " I am instructed to 
44 inform you, that it will be very satitffac- 
44 tory to the President to meet the British 
44 Government in such arrangements as 
44 may terminate, without delay, the hosti- 
44 lilies which now exist between the United 
44 States and Great Britain, on conditions 
44 honqurable to both nations.— At the 
44 moment of the declaration of war, the 
44 President gave a signal proof of the at- 
44 tachment of the United States to peace. 
44 Instructions were given, at an early pe- 
44 riod, to the late Charge d* Affaires of 
44 the United States at London, to propose 
" to the British Government an armistice, 
" on conditions which, it was presumed, 
44 would have been satisfactory. It has 
" been seen with regret, that the proposi- 
" tion made by Mr. Monroe, particularly 
44 in regard to the important interest of 
44 impressment, was rejected ; and that 
" none was offered through that channel, 
44 as a basis on which hostilities might 
44 cease. As your Government has au- 
44 thorised you to propose a cessation of 
14 hostilities, and is doubtless aware of the 
44 important and salutary effect which a sa- 
44 tisfactpry adjustment of this difference 
" cannot fail to have on the future rela- 
4t tions between the two countries, I in- 

* dulge the hope that it has, ere this, given 
44 you full powers for the purpose. Ex- 
" perience has sufficiently evinced that no 
44 peace can be durable, unless this object 
44 is provided for : it is presumed, there- 
" fore, that it is equally the interest of 
" both countries to adjust it at this time.— 
" Without further discussing questions of 
u right, the President is desirous to pro- 
14 vide a. remedy for the evils complained 
" of on both sides. The claim of the Bri- 

* fish Government is to take from the 
*• merchant vessels of other countries Bri- 
" tish subjects. In the practice, the Com- 
44 manders of British ships of war often 
44 take from the merchant vessels of the 
** United States American citizens. If the 
a Pnjted States prohibit the employment of 



44 British subjects in their service, and 
44 enforce the prohibition by suitable regu- 
44 lotions and penalties, the motive for the 
44 practice is taken away. It is in this mode 
44 that the President is willing to accoromo- 
44 date this important controversy with the? 
44 British Government, and it cannot be con- 
44 ceived on what ground the arrangement 
44 can be refused.— -A suspension of the 
44 practice of impressment, pending the ar- 
44 niistice, seems to be a necessary conse- 
44 quence. It cannot be presumed, while 
44 the parties are engaged in a negociation, 
44 to adjust amicably this important differ* 
44 ence, that the United States would ad- 
44 mit the right, or acquiesce in the prac- 
44 f/c», of the opposite party 5 or that Great 
44 Britain would be unwilling to restrain 
44 her cruisers from a practice which would 
44 have the strongest tendency to defeat 
44 the negotiation. It is presumable that 
44 both parties would enter into a negocia» 
44 tion with a sincere desire to give it effect, 
44 For this purpose, it is necessary that a 
44 clear and distinct understanding be first 
44 obtained between them, of the»accommo- 
44 dation which each is prepared to make* 
44 If the British Governmenjfs willing to 
4 $ suspend the practice of impressment from 
*« American vessels, on consideration that 
44 the United States will exclude British 
44 seamen from their service, the regulation, 
44 by which this compromise should be car-r 
44 ried into effect, would be solely the ob- 
44 ject of this negotiation. The armistice 
44 would be of short duration* If the par* 
44 ties agree, peace would be the result* 
44 If the negociation failed, each would be 
44 restored to its former state, and to all its 
44 pretensions, by recurring to war. — Lord 
44 Castlereagh, in his note to Mr. Russell, 
44 seems to have supposed, that, had the 
44 British Government accepted the.propo* 
44 sitions made to it, Great Britain would 
44 have suspended immediately the exercise 
44 of a right on tfte mere assurance of this 
44 Government, that a law would be ajler* 
44 wards passed to prohibit the employment 
44 of British seamen in the service of the 
44 United States, and that Great Britain 
44 would have no agency in the regulation 
44 to give effect to that proposition. Such 
44 an idea was not in the contemplation of 
44 this Government, nor is to be reasonably 
44 inferred from Mr. RusselPs note : least, 
44 however, by possibility, such an inference 
44 might be drawn from the instructions 
44 to Mr\ Russell, and anxious that there 
44 should be no misunderstanding in tlpe 
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44 case, subsequent instructions were given 
44 to Mr. Russell, with a m\v to obviate 
44 every objection of the kind alluded to. 
•* As they bear date on the '21 ih of July, 
44 and were forwarded by the British 
4t packet Alphea, it is more than probable 
* 4 - that they may have been received and 
44 acted on* 1 am Ijappy to explaiu to 

'* you thus fully the views of my Govern- 
44 ment on this important subject. The 
*♦ President desires that the war which 
44 exists between our countries should be 
44 terminuted on t-uch conditions as may.se- 
**• cure a solid and durable peace. To ac- 
" complish this great object, it is neces- 
* 4 sary that the intercut of impressment be 
44 satisfactorily arranged. He is willing 
44 that Great Britain should be secured 
44 against the evils of which she complains. 
4t # lie seeks, on the other hand, that the 
44 citizens of the United States should be 
44 protected against a practice, which, 
44 while it degrades ilie nation, deprives 
44 them of their right as freemen^ takes 
" them by force from t/tcir families and 
44 their country, into a foreign service, to 
l \fight t/te battles of a foreign Power, per- 
44 haps against tltcir own kindred and 

u country. 1 abstain from entering, in 

44 this communication, into other grounds 
44 of differences. The Orders in Council 
44 having taen repealed (with a reservation 
44 not impairing a corresponding right on 
*.* the part of the United States), and no 
44 illegal blockades revived or instituted in 
44 their stead, and an understanding being 
44 obtained on the subject of impressment, 
4i iiKthe mode herein proposed, the Presi- 
14 dent is williug to agree to a cessation 
" of hostilities, with a view, to arrange, by 
44 treaty, in a more distinct and ample 
44 manner, and to the satisfaction of both 
44 parties, every other subject of contro- 

44 versy. 1 will only add, that if there 

44 be no objection to an accommodation of 
44 the difference relating to impressment, 
?'• in the mode proposed, other than the sus- 
4< pension of the British claims to iiopress- 
S* ijvmt during the armistice, there can be 
44 none to proceeding, without the armistice, 
44 to an immediate discussion and arrange- 
44 merit of an artule on tliai subject. Tbisv 
44 great question being satisfactorily ad- 
44 justed, the way will be open either for 
44 an armistice, or any other course leading 
44 most conveniently and expeditiously to a 
4t general pacification." 

This offer, too, was rejected ! What 
more was the President to do unless he, at 



once allowed, that we had a right to im- 
press on board .American ships. Was this 
offer to be attributed to a wish to aid Na- 
poleon ? How execrable, then, has been 
the conduct of those who have been labour- 
ing to make the people of England believe, 
that Mr. Madison went to war to aid Na- 
poleon ! What wretches must those be, 
who have called him " the tool of the fallen 
44 despot ?" what impudent men, those who 
have accused him of attacking us in the 
dark, like an assassin ? The man, who, 
the other day, uttered that expression, 
ought to have had his lips smashed upon 
his teeth. Every effort, short of opening 
the Republican ships to English press- 
gangs, was, it appears to me, made by the 
President to prevent the war, and to put 
an end to the war after it was begun. 

It is asserted most roundly, in Lord 
Castlereagh's letter to Mr. Russell, that 
44 to impress British seamen from the mer- 
44 chant ships of a foreign State is the and* 
44 ent and accustomed practice of tJte British 
A Government." It has often been thus 
said, but never has been attempted to bs 
proved. I have never read of any such 
practice^ I have never heard of any such 
practice ; and, I defy any one, to cite in 
any book on the law of nations any record 
of such a practice, or any maxim or prin- 
ciple to warrant it. I have thrown down 
this challenge fifty times, and it has never 
been taken up. But, we did not stop with 
this practice. We impressed Nutive lie* 
publicans. Mr. Madison says that we im- 
pressed thousands of them. The Presideut 
tenders us a law, to be agreed on by us as 
well as him, to prevent our seamen from 
serving on board of the Republican ships ; 
and this, even this, does not satisfy us. — 
He wishes to pot an end to the war in this 
way, even at a time when he is accused of 
having declared it for the purpose of aiding 
Napoleon j and still the hirelings of the 
London press call him 44 tbft tool of Napo- 
" leonj" while other miscreants accuse him 
of having attacked us in the dark, like an 
assassin. 

Second, the causes of tfie continuance of 

the War. But, how came the war not 

to cease when the war in Europe ceased? 
This is 'the most interesting part of tbm 
subject. The professed object of the war, 
on our part, was to make the Americans 
submit to our practice of impressment, al- 
ledging that that practice was necessary to 
the preservation of our maritime power, 
on which our existence depended. Mr. 
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Madison tendered us the means of prevent- 
ing oursiamen from avoiding our service by 
serving on board of American snips ; but, 
laying that aside, why did we not make 
peace as soon as we had made peace with 
France ? We were no longer in danger. 
There existed no longer any reason to 
fair, that our men would take refuge on 
board of American ships. The European 
peace bad taken away all ground of quar- 
rel. The Republic was always ready to 
treat Her Ministers, or Commissioners, 
\Tere in London soliciting audiences. And 
jet the war continued, and, on our patt, 
with more fury than ever. All danger to 
us was at an eud. The French king was 
restored ; the Pope was re-established in 
his Chair of St. Peter ; regular Govern- 
ment and the Inquisition were happily re- 
stotcd in Spain \ and, in short, " social 
* order and our holy religion, 19 as John 
Bowles used to call them, were every where 
become again in vogue. 

This change took place in the months of 
April and May last; and ju6t as I was hug- 
gjug myself in the prospect of a speedy 
peace with America, out came a very ex- 
traordinary paper from the Admiralty. It 
was an address to t/ie jleets. It set out 
with expressing thanks to the sailors for 
their services in the glorious cause, which 
had just' been crowned with such signal 
success; it then stated to them, that their 
services would be wanted a little longer, in 
order to carry on the war against America, 
which had been guilty of an unprovoked act 
of aggression against our maritime rights; 
and it concluded by observing, that, with 
the aid of the navy, there was no doubt 
but such a peace would be procured as 
would tend to the " EASTING TRAN- 
QUILLITY OF THE CIVILIZED 
44 WORLD." There was a great deal of 
meaning in these concluding words. Sup- 
pose the war to have gained us an acknow- 
ledgment of our right to send press-gangs 
into American merchant ships on the high 
teas, what had that to do with " the lasting 
44 tranquillity of the civilized world?" And 
why the word civilized? In short, this 
novel instrument was, in America, looked 
upon as a new declaration of war against 
them \ a declaration of war upon a ne%v 
ground. Jonathan, who heard so much 
about our care for the " cir Hissed world" 
when we began our war against the French 
Republic, did not fail to interpret these sig- 
nificant words according to John Bowles's 
Dictionary. Accordingly we find Mr. 



Monroe, in his instructions to the Commis- 
sioners at Ghent, written in July and Au-> 
gust, telling them, that it appears to the 
President, that the war, on our part, bar 
a new object. 

But this proclamation of the Admiralty 
was not all that had a tendency to produce 
this opiniou of our object. On the 2 I of June, 
just after the issuing of this proclamation, 
the London newspapers published what 
they called a speech of Sir Joseph Yorke, 
one of the Lords cj the Admiralty , deliver- 
ed, as it was stated, in the House of Com- 
mons, the evening before. This document 
is of infinite importance, whether we 
view it as coming from a Gentleman in 
office, or as to the time of its having been 
uttered, or, at least, published. It was in 
these memorable words, as published in the 
Courier newspaper of the 2d June, 1814. 
— u Sir J. ^f orke observed, that although 
44 one great enemy of thi* country, Bona- 
44 parte, had been deposed, there was ano- 
44 ther gentleman whose DEPOSITION 
44 was also necessary to our interest^ he 
44 meant Mr. President Madison, and with 
44 a view to THAT DEPOSITION a 
44 considerable naval force must be kept 
44 up, especially in the Atlantic. But as 
44 to his Hon. Frjend's opinion respecting 
44 the reduction of the Navy, he wished it . 
44 to be considered that a number of ship- 
44 ping were employed in conveying French 
44 prisoners to France, and bringing home 
44 our own countrymen. So much for the 
44 occupation of our navy on the home 
44 station. — But from the Mediterranean 
44 for instance, several three deckers were 
44 ordered home, and he could swear that 
44 no practicable exertion would be remitted 
44 to reduce the expencc of our Naval De- 
44 partment." — This required no interpre- 
ter. It left no loom for miscomprehension. 
It went, at once, to the point; and, though 
• L might possibly have been a fabrication of 
the Newspaper Editors, it never was, at 
any time afterwards, stated to have been 
sucjij and yet it was of quite impoitance 
enough to merit a contradiction, if it could 
have received it. No wonder, then, that - 
Mr. Madison thought, that we had found 
out a new object for the war. It was high 
time for him to make this discovery, when 
he read in the English newspapers a report 
of the speech of a Lord of the Admiralty, 
stating, in an official way, that a strong 
naval force was still necessary with a view 
to THE DEPOSING of Mr. Madison* 
This speech, as I have often said, maj 
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have been a fabrication > but the publica- 
tion of it never was complained of in the 
House ; the report was never contradicted 
in the newspapers; and, at any rate, when 
coupled with the Proclamation of the Ad- 
miralty, Mr. Madison could not help look- 
ing upon it as very nearly proof positive of 
our Government's determination to depose 
him; that is to say, to destroy the Consti- 
tution of tjie Republic* 

Besides, these documents went to Ame- 
rica accompanied with the menacing lan- 
guage of our press; or, at least, all that 
part of the press which was most in vogue, 
which was most cherished by the rich, and 
which was looked upon as speaking the 
voice of persons having great influence. 
The prints of this description, the moment 
Napoleon was down, changed, all at once, 
their tone with regard to America. They 
had before talked of our maritime rights ; 
they bad apologized for the war 5 they had 
called it a war of necessity; they bad affected 
to lament that necessity; they had been ex- 
pressing their hopes of the return of peace 
with our misled brethrenin America. But no 
sooner was Napoleon put down, than these 
same prints proclaimed the necessity of con- 
tinuing the war for the purpose of subduing 
the Republic; of bringing her to subjection; 
of putting down her Government; of bring- 
ing to an union with us a part, at least, of 
the States ; of rooting out her democrat tea I 
principles. They declared, that no peace 
was to be made with James Madison, whom 
they called a TRAITOR and a RE^EL. 
But observe well, that the main object con- 
stantly kept in view by these prints was 
the necessity of delivering the world of the 
EXAMPLE of the existence of a Go- 
vernment founded on DEMOCRA1IC 
rebellion. To quote all, or a hundredth 
part, of the instances that I am here speak- 
ing of, would fill a large volume. I will, 
therefore, content myself with a few pas- 
sages from the Timm newspaper of the last 
two weeks of the month of April, 1814. 

" It is understood that part of our army 
u in France will be immediately trans- 
"ferrsd to America, to FINISH the war 
44 there with the same glory as in Europe, 
44 and to place the peace x on a foundation 

u equally firm and lasting. " ... 

" The American Government 

"v, in point of fact, as much a tyranny 
" ^though we are far. from saying it is so 
" horrible a on^ as was that of Bonaparte: 
" and as we firmly urged the principle of 
44 *6 peace with Bonaparte ; so> to be con- 



" sistent with om selves, we must in like 
" manner maintain the doctrine of NO 
"PEACE WITH JAMES MADI- 
"SON 

" Can we doubt, that a vigorous effort on 
" our part will annihilate the power of a 
" faction, alike hostile to Britain, and fatal 
" to America? Is not the time propitious 
" for WINNING AT LEAST THE 
« SOUNDER AND BETTER PART 
"OF THE AMERICANS TO AN 
" UNION OF INTERESTS WITH 
"THE COUNTRY FROM WHENCE 

" tHEY SPRUNG >" . 

••• Again, in the same 

paper of a date a few months later 5— "The 
44 ' ill-organised association, is on the eve \ 
44 of dissolution ? and the world is speedily ( 
" to be delivered of the mischievous ex- \ 
" ample of the existence of a Government j 
"FOUNDED ON DEMOCRATIC 
" REBELLION." 

I Heed insert no more. This wras the 
language of the favoured and patronised 
part of the English press. It is impossible 
to efface these passages. They speak in 
language which can neither be misunder- 
stood nor misrepresented* 

In addition to these clear unequivocal 
indications, we must not omit to bear in 
mind the atticle, which appeared in all our 
London prints, some weeks after the peace 
of Paris, stating, that there was a secret 
article in that treaty, pledging the Conti- 
nental Powers not to inter/ere in the war 9 
or the dispute, between England and Ame- 
rica. This was something very remark- 
able ; for the article is given as an ex- 
tract from the Vienna Gazette. How 
could it get into that Gazette, which, all 
the world knows, contains nothing disap- 
proved of by the Government ? How could 
the article get there ? It related to a mat- 
ter of very great importance. Uncommonly 
important it was* The editor, the mere 
editor of a Paper at Vienna was not likely 
to think much, or care much, about Ame- 
rica, or her dispute. Why should he invent 
the story of such a secret article ? Be the 
came of this article what it might, the ef- 
fect certain^ was very great. The fact, 
which was taken for granted by the ene- 
mies of liberty here, encouraged them to 
proceed in urging the continuance of the . 
war; they told the people, that there was 
no dangci* now ; that all the Powers of 
Europe were of one miud \ that there was 
no fear, in the present state of France, of 
her lending the Americans any assistance \ 
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that all the maritime powers were ex- 
hausted by the war ; that (bey stood in 
need of long repose to recover themselves ; 
that, in fact, their fleet and seamen were 
nearly all gone ; that now! now! NOW 
OR NEVER! was the motto 5 that, by 
a good hearty exertion, this Republic, this 
dangerous example to the world, might he 
for ever got rid of. There were many 
amongst these publishers and their patrons, 
who hoped for, who expected, and who en- 
couraged the notion of, a re-colonization of 
the Republican States. They openly pro- 
claimed this; and, indeed, I verily believe, 
that, about four months ago, a great part 
of the nation had been persuaded, that the 
project wonld be accomplished very speedily. 
Thus was the war rendered popular 5 and 
so popular, that, "even in the city of London, 
and at a Common Hall, a motion for a pe- 
tition against the continuance of the Ame- 
itcan war, though coupled with a call for 
the discontinuance of the Income Tax, 
which that war rendered indispensable, 
could not obtain a moment's hearing. The 
people were worked up to a senseless spirit 
of resentment, while those who had so 
worked them up, had in view the ntter sub- 
version of the American Republic, and 
with her, the last remains of political li- 

Erty. 
Here, then, we have the teal objects of 
e friends of tyranny, the sons and 
dghters of corruption ; the race who never 
fcan be at heart's ease while the sun 
fc bines upon one free country; upon one 
fcation happy in the enjoyment of liberty. 
1 rhese people had seen liberty, and the very 
\ tope of liberty, destroyed in France ; their 
long existing hopes of seeing that object 
lecompUshed had been just fully gratified ; 
mt they, who are as cunning as they are 
nricked, clearly saw that nothing, and, per- 
haps, worse than nothing, was done, unless 
the free Constitution of the American Re- 

Sublic could be destroyed. The sons and 
aughters of corruption foresaw, that, while 
this Republic existed, nothing was done ; 
that the a example," to- use the words of 
the Times j " of the existence of such a Go- 
* vernment," would keep Bribery and Cor- 
ruption in constant dread ana constant 
ianger; that the example of a pebple living 
under a Government such as that of Ame- 
rica^ without tumults, without commotions, 
would always be a handle for the friends 
of reform to lay hold of; and, therefore, 
they anxiously wished for the overthrow of 
thai Government; therefor* they wished 



to see Mr. Madison deposed; therefore they 
wished to see an aristocratical faction, ■ 
raised up against the Republican Govern- 
ment; they thought, that war, necessarily 
producing taxes heavier than the Repub- 
licans had ever been used. to, would fur- 
nish the aristocratical faction with a plau- 
sible ground of complaint; they were in. - 
hopes of thus producing, first, violent oppo- 
sition to the war ; next, something like 
open REBELLION ; next, a division # 
the States; and, last, the conquest or over- 
throw of the whole* This was the main 
ground of hope with these malignant pub- 
lishers ; these enemies of real freedom ; 
these sons and daughters of Bribery and 
Corruption, whose hearts overflowed with 
gall, whose* eye-balls were seared by the 
sight of a people, who chose their represen- 
tatives every twenty-four months, in the 
choosing of whom every man paying taxes 
had a voice, whose chief magistrate even 
was chosen from amongst his fellow-citi- 
zens every four years, without any pecu- 
niary or religious qualification ; and whose 
whole Government, civil, judicial, military, 
and naval, did net cost above a tenth part 
as much as the amount of the Civil List 
alone in England, though the population 
of the country was nearly equal to that of 
England. This was an object that blasted 
their sight. They could not endure it. TheY^ 
were mad at the thought of its being left 
in existence. They saw that, while this 
spectacle was in the wortd, they were never 
safe. It was useless, in their view of the 
matter, to have restored the Bourbons, the 
Pope, the Dominicans, and the Inquisitioe, 
while America remained an example and 
an asylam for the oppressed of all nations. 
Hence these malignant writers left no- 
thing undone to urge the nation on to a 
continuation of the war. Every art was. 
made use of to encourage an acquiescence 
in the project. Mr. Madison was held up\ 
as the basest of men ; as a traitor, who, \ 
at a moment when England was in great \ 
danger from the designs and the power of \ 
Napoleon, «took advantage of our embar- ' 
rassment, and declared war with a design 
to assist him in totally mining ftj. But 
the great inducement, the great ground 
of hope of final success was, the expected ! 
atvision of the States. It was well known 
tfcat there waTan "aristocrat ical faction in v 
the four States, called the Neto England, 
or Eastern States ; that some very artful 
men, in that part of the Union, had stirred 
up a sort of rebellion. The influence #f 
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these men was magnified *, and a belief 
Was created, that a division would take 
place. This hope, however, has failed j 
and .you will have the pleasure to see, in 
a short time, this faction plunged into irre- 
trievable disgrace and rum. 

Having now endeavoured to place in a 
clear light, the cause of the war, and the 
causes of its continuance after the Euro- 
pean peace, I shall, in another letter, state 
the causes of the peace, and its probable 
important consequences. 

In the meanwhile I remain, with the 
greatest respect, and most sincere attach- 
ment, your faithful and obedient servant, 
WM. COBBETT. 



MRS. SPENCER PERCEVAL. 

Ye lovers of 
religions, moral, 



cant! Ye hypocrites, 
and political ! Draw 

near and regale yourselves with a treat. 
Here is one. who surpasses you all. 
The following paragraph from the Courier 
of the 4th instant, on the subject of 
this lady's reported intended niairiage, 
will make every man of sense and sincerity 
laugh. It is clearly discernable, that the 
canting fellow believes the report to be 
true, and that his object is to frighten the 
lady with the condemnation of public opi- 
nion. Ladies, in such cases, are not so 
easily frightened, let me tell him $ and 
they would be fools if they were. " The 
44 country has vottu a large pension" He 
means the Members of Parliament. But 
what then ? Was it made a condition, that 
the should not fall in love with a 4< hand- 
44 some Major /" Away, you paltry, snivel- 
ling hypocrite, whoevei* you may be ; and, 
perhaps, you may be a rival of the lady. 
Things much more unlikely have been ; 
tricks more strange have been played off 
through the press of London, which has 
frequently been made the tool in the hands 
of those who wished to break off, or to 
make up matches.— Well, Madam, (for, 
1 am 8ii re, you are no man) suppose the 
lady is twelve years older than the Major, 
could you not have left him to find that 
out ? And suppose she has twelve children, 
did not the Major know that, think you ? 
No ; no ; you'll never persuade the lady, 

4t that her reputation will suffer from marry- 
ing a handsome young man. The public 
will pay her pension as cheerfully when she 
is Mrs. Carr, as if she had remained Mrs. 

• Perceval ; and, for my own part, I shall 



pay my part of it with a great deal less 
dissatisfaction.*— The following is the ar- 
ticle : — " The repoits of the intended mar* 
44 riage of Mrs. Perce val are, we believe, 
44 ouite unfounded. They have arisen from * 
" her intercourse with a neighbour's fa- 
44 mily, that of the Rev. Mr. Carr, the 
44 Clergyman of Ealing, where Mrs. Per- 
44 ceval lives. Mr. Carr has some charm- 
44 ing daughters, and to them Mrs. Per- 
44 ceval has within the last two months 
44 shewn particular attention, visiting, and 
44 having them at home with her freqAeBtJy* 
44 The Kev. Mr. Carr has two sons, one a 
44 Colonel, the other a Major in the Army. 
44 The latter, now at home, is a remark- 
44 ably handsome man, about thirty, and he 
44 is the person whom the town tattle has 
44 destined as the bridegroom, merely be* 
" cause, on his sisters' account, he has 
44 shewn becoming respect, which has been 
" becomingly received by Mrs. Perceval. 
44 But Mrs. Perceval is twelve pears older 
44 than he is, with twelve children, the 
" children of our late excellent Prime 
" Minister, who fell by the hands of an 
44 assassin. Mrs. Perceval's love of her 
44 children, her reverence for the memory of 
44 an adored husband, whom she lost under 
44 circumstances so awful, wonldbe sure safe- 
44 guards for her conduct, even if it were pes-- 
44 sibleto forget the exalted place she occu- 
44 pies in the eye of society. The heavy grief, 
44 turning her almost to stone, which she felt 
44 for the loss of her husband, the conspi- 
44 cuous part she has taken among the most 
44 fW/^W,wor<7/, and amiable class; the ex- 
44 ample her conduct has set in all respects, 
44 renders it impossible to believe she will 
44 take a step so contrary to the course she 
44 lias hitherto pursued. The Country has 
44 done every thing kind and honourable 
44 to her, voting her a large pension during 
44 life, providing for her children, &c— 
44 Among the children of her late Lord, 
44 she finds the highest consolation for his 
44 loss, and she is the last person who will 
"forget him so far as to throw herself intQ 
44 the arms of any other Gentleman, how* 
44 ever deserving. 19 

Gkrmak Troops. 
Mr. Ccbbktt, — To comment upon the 
employment of German troops is liable, in 
some cases, to give ollence *, but a bare re- 
cital of facts, wit/tout observations, surely 
no reasonable being can object to. Im- 
pressed with this idea, I conceive I may be 
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permitted to state, that the people of this 
town did not shew any extraordinary 
symptoms of joy, on the arrival here of the 
Brunsufick Hussars, who were called in 
by the Mayor to assist in quelling the late 
riot j— and several very respectable inha- 
bitants, who had been summoned, and had 
attended, iu aid of the civil power, declined 
giving any further assistance when the 
foreign troops arrived, assigning, as the 
reason, their disapprobation of the mea- 
sure. I do not pretend to say, whether 
these persons thought or acted right or not ; 
neither shall I undertake to decide xtith 
whom originated the several disputes in 
which the German* were engaged whilst 
here", bat shall conclude my narrative by 
stating, that some very unpleasant occur- 
rences having taken place in the evening 
of Tuesday, December 13th, the Hussars 
hastily and unexpectedly took their final 
(but very abrupt) departure from the town 
about midnight! To the events of that 
evening is to be ascribed the circumstance 
alluded to in the following paragraph which 
appeared this day in the Norfolk Chronicle 
and Norwich Mercury newspapers, under 
the head of Lynn news : — " The private 
44 belonging to the 5th Dragoon Guards, 
44 who was seriously wounded here a short 
u time since, in a fray with the Brunswick 
44 HoBsurs, we art glad to find is m a fair 

14 way of recovery.*' 1 am, &c. 

Lynn, Dec. 3tsU A By-Stander. 

Riot at Lynn. 

Mr. Cobbett, — <In your second Letter 
u to the Cossack Priesthood of the State 
"of Massachusetts," inserted in yoiir 
Register of Dec. 24th, you favoured 
then}, and the world at large, with two ex- 
tracts from the Courier newspaper, respect- 
ing the late riot in this town.— —Though 
all due deference should he paid to the 
Courier's Lynn Correspondent, who evi- 
dently writes in a tone o£ dignified hateur, 
and with a proper contempt tor those below 
him, yet certainly the great majority of the 
inhabitants of this populous town, do not 
tppear to have imbibed his conception of 
the subject. — As some of the sailors, or, 
(as this writer calls them) " poor deluded 
" fellows," ate to he tried for their lives, 
it showU he made known, that the mer- 
chant and ship-owners have voluntarily 
acceded to the terms which these " deluded 
" FELLOWS** first demanded, and the re- 
fusal to comply with which occasioned the 



riot in question. And it ought to be fur- 
ther rt corded, that the sailors confined, 
their proceedings solely to the objects 
connected with their dispute $ namely, the 
preventing mariners from proceeding to 
sea at the reduced wages, and the liberat- 
ing their comrades who had been taken 
into custody ? and that, in every other re- 
spect, they avoided offering the slightest 
insult or molestation *, for when, in the 
struggle to effect the release of their com- 
panions, they had overcome every effort of 
the civil power to resist them j when they 
had thus become, as it were, masters of the 
place, they immediately retired with their 
rescued brethren, and the town became as 
peaceable as if nothing had occurred. It 
is but justice to make these facts public J 
for, though the circumstance of breaking 
open the prison cannot be deuied, yet it is 
hoped the above considerations may plead, 
and plead strongly, in mitigation of punish-* 
ment. — The writer in the Courier observes, 
*• that the Mayor and other Magistrates 
44 deserve, from every peaceable and well- 
44 disposed inhabitant, the most sincere 
44 thanks, as their conduct was greatly to 

44 be admired." Now, Srr, though all 

this may be true, and though 1 believe the 
mass 'of the inhabitants of this town to be 
as peaceable and well-disposed as most 
people, yet they seem not, at present, to 
nave caught the enthusiasm of the Courier's, 
correspondent. They feel attached to the 
character of the British seaman, with all 
his faults, and with all his errors, they en- 
tertain a respect for some political opinions 
of their ancestors; but the 44 sincere 
44 thanks" for the much-to-be-admired con- 
duct above-mentioned, are yet to come- 
Though by no means deficient in the rights 
of hospitality, yet no expressions of their 
admiration have hitherto hurst forth at the 
jovial entertainment given by the Mayor 
(at his own house) to the German Officers, 

the day a f ter their arrival. r-Now, Sir, 

as animadverting upon certain local politi- 
cal oc6urrences, id sometimes a ticklish 
point, which no roan can moVe feelingly de+ 
-scribe than yourself $ and ns placards and 
sarcastic hand-bills are posting and flying 
about here in various directions, it would 
be friendly in you to act as a Monitor to 
the " del need" inhabitants of this town, 
lest, peradventure, through any mistaken 
zeal for the constitutional notions of their 
ancestors, they should fall into perilous 
error, by murmuring when they should 
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oler their " most sincere thanks," and by 
censuring proceedings which are " greatly 
» to be admired!"— —I remain, Sir, a 
friend to the real British Constitution, 
and to social order, though 
Lynn, Jan, 2, 1815. No German. 

On Religious Persecution. 

LETTER IV, 
Jfothtng is more contrary to Religion than con- 
straint." Jostis Martyr f Lib. 5. 

Sir, Helvetius remarks " That 

f Governments are the judges of actions, 
u and not of opinions. If Faith, (says he) 
** he a gift of Heaven, they who have it 
u not, deserve to be pitied \ and not pu- 
** nished ;" and adds, " it is the excess of 
** inhumanity to persecute an unfortunate 
** person." Every age and country fur- 
nish as with proofs, that it is possible for 
persons of opposite opinions to live in har- 
mony together, and with abundant testi- 
monies that people entertaining the great- 
est diversity of tenets have been alike 
good husbands, fathers, children, and citi- 
zens.— Governments are instituted for the 
preservation 4f social order, consequently 
tbey have a right to look to our conduct, 
which, if they aro wise, they can suffi- 
ciently regulate by proper civil laws 
founded on the nature of man, his inte- 
rests, and h\s wants. If we deport our- 
selves in a manner compatible with the 
good of society, neither legislatures nor 
individuals have a just pretence, authori- 
tatively, to interfere with our opinions, let 
them be ever so ridiculous or absurd. As 
to Faith, I would say the same of it as La 
Rechefoocanlt says of Love, it is perfectly 
kktotnntary, and therefore it is no more in 
oar power to believe or disbelieve, than it 
is to love or to let it alone. Why, then, per- 
secute a person for a defect in the under- 
standing, or a bias he cannot help ?— Will 
aay reasonable person assert that man 
•ver chooses evil for the sake of evD ? or 
embraces error because it is error ? No ! 
we make choke of J>ad through our de- 
praved taste, and we receive false doc- 
trine because we think it true. If this be 
admitted, ought not those who deem others 
wrong, and * conceive themselves to be 
blessed with a knowledge of what is right, 
to have compassion for such as have the mis- 
fertaneto be deluded with mistaken notions ? 
and if their faculties should be so benumbed 
with prejudice that we cannot convince 



them, ought we not to have a still greater 
tenderness for what we consider their lost 
condition, instead of despising, rejecting, 
and punishing them ? Priests may say 
what they please, but disinterested men 
will never agree to tbeir positions as to 
people " turning a deaf ear," being M wil- 
fully blind," or " hardening their own 
hearts against the truth." It wonld be the 
grossest presumption in us to arrogate 
such a power over ourselves. Whatever 
appertains to us must be an effect, of 
which God, or the Devil by his permis* 
sion, is the cause* And would it not be 
much more consistent with Christian cha- 
rity, to view the different ..notions of our 
brethren in this favourable light ? Those 
who avow sentiments contrary to popular 
superstitions, and thus incur that contempt 
and opprobrium which the bigotry of the 
vulgar always bestows, are by far more 
likely to be in earnest than they who con- 
form to general customs and commonly 
received opinions; and what impartial 
man can doubt the sincerity of the Deist a 
in their religious professions more than 
any other class of people ? 

The reason why the mass of mankind 
doubt whether there be such persons aa 
fervent Deists, is because they are not 
aware of (heir mode of reasoning ; or, if 
they are, they do not feel its force > and% 
like the Deists, cannot draw the same con- 
clusions from the same premises that tbey 
do. Deism has had nearly as long stand- 
ing in this country as the "Reformation. 
It was first promulgated in the reign of 
Queen Elizabeth, and is said to have 
been imported from Italy, perhaps from 
the circumstance of this country being 
about that time honoured by the visit of 
several eminent Italian philosophers, among 
whom we can name the celebrated Doctors 
Lucilio Vanini and Giordano Brvno, both 
of whom were ultimately led to the stake 
and received the crown ef martyrdom ; the 
first at Toulouse, through the good offices of 
an Attomey-Generai,undthe last at Venice, 
from the hands of* Inquisitors, for sted- 
fasfry adhering to the Doctrines tbey had 
broached.* The first English writer upon 
the subject wn LordHcrbert, of Cberbsry, 
whose book, " De Ventate," was published 
in 1624; since which they have had 
among their number many ef the greatest 

' • See the Live* of Brym&+ Vanfni^ Spin+M y 
B*din, nnd Campanula, id Basic's General Dic- 
tionary. 
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and best men this country has produced. 
— Within the last twenty years DeisU 
have become very numerous; probably 
more so than is generally suspected, as 
maiiy thousands of them do not openly 
avow their convictions on account of the 
prejudices excited against them by the 
priesthood, who, of course, cannot be much 
attached to persons whose opinions are op- 
posed to their interests. But whether they 
make a public profession of their sentiments, 
or ooly impart them to the liberal minded, 
I have generally found them to have a 
stricter sense of justice, honour, and mo- 
rality, than, I am sorry to say, the greater 
part of my fellow-Christians possess. — 
Whether their general good conduct arises 
from their consciousness that the| Philistines 
keep a jealous eye upon them, and would 
take a malignant pleasure in magnifying 
their indiscretions ; or whether it is a 
consequence of the morality taught by the 
religion of nature being unsophisticated 
by dogmas, creeds, or the mysterious 
wonders of -faith, I will not pretend to de- 
termine; but merely, as an humble aspirer 
to the charity of Jesus, hear witness of 
, the fact, and doubt not of my testimony 
being corroborated by every unbiassed ob- 
server of man. 

Having said thus much, and having in 
my Inst given a slight sketch of the plain 
and simple tenets of these people, might I 
not ask, whether the conduct of Christian 
States in persecuting the Deists, does not 
subject them to the same reproaches which 
rttev have bestowed on those who persecuted 
their predecessors ? To illustrate this ques- 
tion, I shall occasionally make a few ex- 
tracts from the pious and learned Dr. 
Mosheim, late Chancellor of the Univer- 
sity of Gottingen, who stands without a 
competitor as a writer of ecclesiastical 
history. When treating of the calamitous 
events which happened to the Church, 
during the first century, he has these re- 
markable words : * — " The innocence and 

* virtue that distinguished so eminently 
a ,the lives of Christians, and the spotless 

* purity of the doctrine tbdy tanght, could 

* not defend thenf" against the virulence 
u and malignity of the Jews •," and again, 
** This odious malignity of the Jewish 
u doctors was undoubtedly owing to a secret 

* apprehension that the progress of Chris- 
" hanity would destroy Me credit of Juda- 

* ■» 

♦ Vol. I. cent I. part 1. chap. v. 



On Religions Persecution* J2j 

" ism 9 and bring on the ruin of their pamp- 
" ous ceremonies? — When wc consider 
the change which time makes in every 
thing j when we reflect upon what Chris- 
tianity then was, and what Deism is now, 
shall jre wonder if the Deists, at the pre- 
sent day, apply these passages, in their 
schools, to their own unfortunate cane* 
They, like the early Christians, are moral 
and sincere j hut their morality and sin* 
cerity is no protection. Who shall decide 
in matters of opinion ? Not the law : it 
will justify the Jews against the Chris. 
tiaus, and they will have cause to con- 
plain. A. little farther Mosheim saya, 
" The Christians persecuted by the priests, 
" and the people set on to persecute them 
" in the most vehement manner. 59 — The 
Deists may, for aught 1 know, rank some 
of our priests with the savages of those 
days •> but I should be sorry to go so far 
myself. 

In the same chapter he tells us, that 
Kero was the first Koman Emperor who 
enacted laws against the Christians, and 
says, " The principal reason whv the Bo- 
" mans persecuted the Christians, seems 
" to have been the abhorrence and c©#- 
" tempt with which the latter regarded the 
" religion of the empire, which was so in- 
" timatcly connected tcith the form f and 
" indeed, with the essence of its pdHfall 
" constitution."— The Jews mad the Bo- 
mans, like us, had costly temples, altars, 
sculptures, paintings, solemn forms, grand 
ceremonies, sublime mysteries, innumer- 
able priests with fine garments, expensive 
offerings, tythes, and rates j but the early 
Christians, like our simple Deists, did 
not know the inestimable value and im- 
portant advantages of these things, 
which the Romans seemed duly to ap- 
preciate, as appears by the following :-I 
"Another circumstance which irritated 
" the Homans against the Christians, was 
" the simplicity o£ their worship, which re- 
" sembled in nothing the sacred rites of any 
" other people. The Christians h*dneiihcr 
* sacrifices nor temples, nor images, nor 
" oracles, nor sacerdotal orders ; and this 
" was sufficient to bring upon them there- 
" proac/tcs of an ignorant multitude, who 
" imagined that there could be no religion 
" without them: thus they were looked 
" upon as a set of Atheists." — "But this 
" was not all j (continues Mosheim) the 
" sordid interests of a multitude of selfish 
" and lazy priests, were immediately coa- 
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** dected with the ruin of the Christian 
u cause."— He then goes on to tell us, 
that " to accomplish the more speedy ruin 
'* of the Christians, those whose interests 
** were incompatible with the progress of 
J< the Go3pel loaded them with most oppro- 
u brious calumnies ; and these (adds he) 
"•were the only arms they had to oppose 
" the Truth." 

How sorry I am, in reading the history 
of my own church, to find in its infancy 
ftuch a strong parallel between the beha- 
viour of the Romans towards the Christians, 
and the conduct of by far too many pro- 
fessors of our holy religion, in the present 
day, towards those unfortunate people 
whom we stigmatize with the name of 
Deists or Theists, because they acknow- 
ledge but one God, in opposition to us who 
are Tritheists. How many books have we in 
this countiy wherein these unhappy persons 
are branded with every odious epithet that 
the imagination can devise, and charged 
with conspiring against the eternal peace 
and happiness of their fellow creatures, 
when we know their works breathe nothing 
but the most unbounded philanthropy and 
benevolence. The general tenor of their 
writings approaches much nearer to the 
mildness and charity of our blessed Saviour 
than the sermons of many of the most 
eminent divines.— -Have not philosophers, 
whose lab aw* have been devoted to the im- 

Eroveraent of mankind, whose dispositions 
ave been most amiable, and whose lives 
most exemplary, been held up to the exe- 
cration of the public as impious wretches, 
unworthy of existence ? I grieve for the 
injury the cause of Christ has sustained by 
those who profess to be his ministers or 
disciples, descending to much unworthy 
measures, and promise, if God is pleased 
to spare me, and bless me with health and 
resolution, to vindicate genuine Christianity 
from the disgrace it has incurred from 
weak and wicked pretenders \ but, at the 
same time, for the honour of my faith, to 
prove to the world, that an humble fol- 
lower of Jesus is capable of writing ** An 
u impartial \ biographical, and critical ac- 
" count of all tlwst persons denominated 
" infidels, who have flourished since the 
" birth of our Lord ;" a work for which I 
have been collecting materials during the 
last twenty years; and I have little doubt 
I shall be able to shew, that if the numbers 
of those calling themselves Christians 
•ould be analysed and compared with those 



designated Unbelievers, the latter, in pro* 
portion to numerical strength, would lie 
found to have produced the most good 
men*. — With fervent prayers for the cause 
of Civil and Religious Liberty, I am, 
Dear Sir, your siucere Friend, 
London, fan. 1315. Erasmus Perkins. 



(Edipus Judaicus. 
Mr. Cobbett, — One of your Corres- 
pondents, who signs himself Varro, has 
thought proper to introduce a defence of 
Sir William Drummond into your Regis- 
ter, of the 14th inst. # He has cast some 
free expressions on the Rev. G. D'Oyly, 
Christian Advocate iu the University of 
Cambridge, who has publicly animadverted 
on the (JEdipus Judaicus, and has in- 
serted in your Register a rather full ex-. 
tract of violent, and, as 1 think, most un- 
just abuse of him, which has been poured 
forth by some anonymous writer. As I 
conceive the statement which Varro has 
conveyed to you to be extremely unfair, I 
venture to trouble you with what I con- 
ceive to be a far more just and true re- 
presentation of the matter. I trust to 
your candour to take the earliest opportu- 
nity of making this letter public, in com- 
pliance with your avowed wish, on every 
occasion, of letting both sides of the ques- 
tion be fairly heard. It is pretty well 
known that, two or three years ago, Sir 
William Drummond printed, and privately 
circulated, his book, entitled (Edipu» 
Judaicus, in which he endeavoured to 
prove the Bible to contain nothing but 
fable, allegory, and romance *, and treated 
it with as profane and blasphemous ribaldiy, 
as had ever been done by the most inve- 
terate of infidels. Although this book was 
not publicly sold, yet it was clear that the 
author's forbearance did not proceed from 
tenderness to the Bible, but from his pru- 
dent regard to his own safety, and his de- 
sire of sheltering himself from animad- 
version ; for he, and others acting for 
him, distributed the work at first without 
scruple, whenever they deemed the quar- 
ter a safe one, and even took singular 
pains, in some instances, to extend its cir~ 
culation. Thus the book passed into a 
number of hands, became of public noto* 
riety, and was, in some instances, the 
more eagerly sought for, from the secret 
manner of its distribution. Under these 
circumstances, what was to be done ? 
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Was Sir W. Drummond to be allowed 
to taiat the public mind with such matter, 
without a syllable of answer or animad- 
version ? Was the Bible not to be heard 
even in its defence ? Was this novel method 
of discovering, truth to be adopted, that 
one side of the question only should be 
heard, and a complete bar put upon the 
mouths of all opponents, because the book 
which required an answer was unpublished? 
Was it to become an allowed and esta- 
blished privilege of wealth, to circulate opi- 
nions of every description, no matter how 
noxious to society, in full security from 
animadversion or contradiction, by the sim- 
ple expedient of writing a book and dis- 
tributing it gratuitously ? I guess, no man 
in his senses will maintain so wild a po- 
sition as this. In the case then of Sir W. 
Drummond, what was to be done ? It is 
true, that he might have been prosecuted in 
a court of law for blasphemy ; for, there 
is no doubt, that, in the contemplation of 
the law, a book gratuitously circulated, is 
no less a publication than one which i9 
sold at the booksellers shops ; and, if this 
course had been taken, it is tolerably cer- 
tain that this Sicilian Knight, and British 
Privy Councillor, would have been raised 
to more public notoriety than he had yet 
attained, by the pillory. But as you. Mr. 
Cobbett, I observe, contend very strenu- 
ously again-t any use of legal prosecutions 
towards persons who write against the 
Bible, you must be the last person to 
maintain that such a proceeding ought to 
have been adopted towards Sir W. Drum- 
mond. Thus, then, unless the free license 
was to be granted to him, of saying what 
be pleased against the Bible, unnoticed 
and unchastised, it was absolutely neces- 
sary that some literary opponent should 
enter the lists against him, and examine 
a little the truth of his assertions, and the 
soundness of his pretensions. Accordingly, 
the clergyman, whose name your corres- 
pondent mentions, came forward for that 
purpose, and addressed, in the first place, 
some let te i*s of remonstrance to the author, 
on the nature of his attack ota revelation, 
and followed these up by an enquiry into 
the truth, accuracy, and learning which he 
displayed. 1 perceive your correspondent to 
affirm, that the (Ed I pus Judatcus of Sir 
W.Drummond "displays a fund of prodigious 
u erudition ! ! !" On the contrary, Mr. 
D'Oyly not only shewed, in every point, 
that his attempts to impeach the truth of 
the biblical histories were most futile and 



unfounded j but he also shewed, what 
seems to have touched the author quite $# 
nearly, that, under an ostentatious display 
of deep erudition, he is one of the most 
shallow of men > that he has used terms 
without any knowledge of their meaning, 
has heaped blunder upon blunder, com- 
mitted inaccuracy after inaccu racy, and 
asserted the boldest falsehoods without t\\% 
slightest excuse ; and that, during all thia 
time, he has stolen a great part of his mat- 
ter from preceding infidel writers, while 
he endeavoured to assume to himself tho 
credit of all the learning which he pro- 
duced. Thus Mr. D'Oyly not only de- 
feated the opposcr of revelation, in his 
purpose, but stripped the vain jack-daw of 
his stolen plumes •, and shewed that tho 
imposing appearances of deep erudition, 
which the CEdipus Judaicus conveyed, 
were of the most hollow and fallacious de- 
scription. I wish neither you nor any ono 
else to take all this on my assertion, but 
call upon every one to enquire for himself, 
by reading the (Edipus Judaicus, and 
the remarks which . have been made upon 
it. Your correspondent tells you, that 
three anonymous writers have stalled up 
in defence of the (Edipub Judajcus, and 
have shewn tho ignorance and malice of 
the person who wrote against it. These 
three anonymous writers, it is petty well 
known, are no other than Sir W. D. 
himself in disguise. They have written, 
it is true, a very bulky volume in professed 
defence of the CEdipus Judaicus, but 
have almost entirely substituted Tailing 
and scurrilous invective for sound argu- 
ments ; and instead of defending Sir W. 
D.'s blunders, have indicted whole reams 
of personal abuse against his opponent.— 
An anonymous pamphlet, signed J. R. has 
since appeared, in which it jhas been most 
fully shewn, that, notwithstanding all 
which is boldly affirmed by these virulent 
writers (of whose mode of argument, by 
the way, your correspondent gives no very 
unfair specimen), Mr. D'Oyly's charges 
and proofs against Sir Wm. Drummond 
remain good in every essential f part. I 
must repeat, that I wish not any single 
person to believe what I here affirm, solely 
on my assertion ; but as you have thought 
it right to publish an cx-parte statement 
from one correspondent, it seems but fair 
that yon should give equal publicity to the 
opinion of another respecting this matter. 
Your\ &c. Justus 

Dec. 30, 1814. 
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Lotus De Cachkt. 
Sie,— -Yoor reoent remarks on the un- 
handsome and illiberal newspaper abuse of 
the people of France, and the measures of 
their Government, are fully corroborated 
by the manner in which the Morning 
Chronicle, of last week, adverted to the 
proceedings against General Excel mans, 
who had been ordered under arrest by the 
King of France. Of this officer the 
Chronicle observed, that he had " petition- 
's* ed both Chambers for redress, and has 
%u stated his willingness to surrender him- 
u self the moment a trial is promised him, 
u and his reasons for withdrawing himself 
u momentarily from the oppression which 
u thsssrenewed system of Lettres de Cachet 
u had inflicted on ££»."— — Either the 
writer of this article is entirely ignorant of 
the nature of Leitres de Cachet, or he 
must have been influenced by motives of 
the worst kind, to compare the order given 
in this case to that terrible instrument. — 
In the justly celebrated answer to the 
Bourbon proclamation, published in your 
Register of the 15 th January, I observe 
some very pertinent remarks on the subject 
of Leitres de Cachet, extracted fiom Mr. 
Arthur Young's Survey of France. To 
^ these may be added die following more de- 
tailed account by Gordon, an able writer 
in the cause of freedom, whose works were 
published about the beginning of last cen- 
tury :— ** The French Government, though 
" a mild one for an arbitrary one, is yet a 
u very terrible one to an Englishman. All 
" the advantages in it are not comparable 
44 to one single advantage iu oars : f mean 
" the Act of Habeas Corpus, which so- 
44 cures, at least rescues, from all wanton 
•* and oppressive imprisonment. In France, 
u by the word of a Minister, the greatest, 
u the most innocent, subject, may, from 
" caprice, or a whisper, or the pique of a 
" mistress, be committed to a dungeon for 
" bis life, or the best part of it, or as long 
M as the Minister, or his mistress or mi- 
" nion pleases. Some have been there shut 
M up in dismal durance and solitude for 
** years together, though no harm was 
u meant them \ not for any oft- ;nee real 
u or imaginary, but only through mistake 
** and likeness of names. Thus a Minister 
" has sometimes committed his favorites, 
44 and useful agents, who lay in misery for 
** years, and might have perohed in it, had 
M n#t accident contributed to undeceive 
"him. Such orders, called Letter* of I fie 



44 Signet, lie in the hands of the Ministers, 
u as well as in those of the Under Governors 
44 of Provinces; to be used at their discre- 
44 tion, frequently to gratify their own 
44 vengeance. Is an Intendant piqued 
44 against any man of quality, or a Minis- 
44 tcr against a President of Parliament > 
44 Such a letter is straight sent to him, and 
" he instantly sent from home, sometimes 
" into a remote province. Is the Go- 
44 vernor's Lady /or daughter, disgusted at 
44 another lady in the place, finer and more 
44 admired than herself, her punishment is 
44 decreed, and the poor rival sent a wan- 
44 dering; a crime is easily forged, and 
44 the sufferer has no remedy. The smallest 
44 affront to a Monk in favour (and Monks, 
" God knows, are soon offended), finds the 
44 same compassion ; a victim must be of* 
44 ferred to his holy rage." 

No one who reads this description of 
Lettres de Cachet, will be able to discover 
any resemblance to these in the proceed- 
ings against General Excel mans. He was 
not put under arrest to gratify the caprice of 
any Minister, Deputy Governor, Mistress,' 
or Monk. He tf as, in the first instanqey 
ordered to remove from Paris, by com* 
maud of the King, for an offence, veal or 
supposed, against the State. Had there 
been any intention to revive the Lettres <fo 
Cachet, the General would have been 
seized and sent to prison, withont any ce- 
remony, instead of giving him an oppor- 
tunity to remove himself. But did he 
obey the order of his Sovereign ? On the 
contrary, he remonstrated against it, and 
persisted in continuing at Paris. Even 
then, no violence was used, though, if he 
had been previously innocent, his disobe- 
dience might have been converted into 
a crime, and he dealt with accordingly*. 
— The order to leave Paris was dated 
the 10th. On the 14th he had not 
gone to his place of destination, whirl* 
led the Minister to put a guard on his: 
house. In this stage of the business, and 
in place of sending him to prison, or even 
securing his person, the order was renewed* 
and twenty-four hours allowed him to re- 
move himself. Still he continued refrac* 
tory. It was, therefore, considered expe- 
dient to place him under arrest j but no at* 
tempt having been made to convey him 
from his house, an opportunitv was thus af- 
forded the General to make his escape^ 

Such being the well authenticated nature 
of the Lettres de Cachet % and such the trut 
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state of General Excelman*s case, as given * " riff Court. Daring the whole expo- 
even in the Morning Chronicle itself, bow 
k it possible to acquit the writer in that 
Journal of a base and malicious calumny 
against the French Government, when he 
denominates its proceedings " oppression, ,, 
and a .** renewed system of Lettres de 
"Cachet?" — It is not my wish to advocate 
tbecouduct of the present Rulers of France, 
or to attach blame to the individual who 
kas incurred their displeasure. The charge 
preferred by the former may be unfounded, 
fhe latter, of course, must be innocent. — 
Bat it is not necessary that either of these 
points should be established, to shew that 
the proceedings against the General me- 
rited the harsh terms by which they have 
been described by the Chronicle. In this 
t land of liberty, where the Habeas Corpus, 
as Gordon says, " secures, at least rescues, 
u from all wanton and oppressive impri- 
u sonment," numbers of persons are ncces- 
aarily arrested, and even imprisoned, who*t 
afterwards turns out are entirely innocent. 
We have each known individuals, for rea- 
sons of $tate, kept in close custody, with- 
out any suspension of the Habeas Corpus. 
Would wc not call that man a knave, or 
a fool, who would charge our Government 
with oppression for sanctioning those pro- 
ceedings ? What, then, are we to think 
of the Editor of such a paper as the Morn- 
ing Chronicle, when we see him bringing 
a similar charge against the French Go- 
vernment, who appear to have acted apart 
not -more reprehensible than oars ? is it 
possible, as I asked before, to acquit such 
• man of wanton and deliberate malice ?— 
XWs, &c. Justitxa. 

January 4, 1815. 



The ^illory. 

Mr. Cobbett, — —I should like to be 
informed why our neighbours the Scotch, 
who have been so long celebrated for their 
liberality of sentiment* and so far famed for 
their hospitality, should have degenerated 
so much of late years, as to permit the fol- 
lowing disgraceful affair, (the account of 
which has appeared in all our newspapers) 
to be transacted amongst them : — 

u Brutal Behaviour. — Wednesday, 
"between one and two o'clock, fTilliam 
u CoU and Elizabeth Roberts, his wife, 
u stood in the? pillory at the cross of Glas- 
tt g*w, for Wilful Perjury, of which 
"they were lately eoimcted at the She- 



fcbey were assailed not only with 
but with stones* The man, who 
" seemed at first to treat his punishment aa 
" a joke, was particularly aimed at, an4 
" must have received much bodily hurt* 
" The woman, however, did not wholly 
'•escape. From the blood on her cap, she 
4< seemed to have been wounded on the 
** head. The stones were thrown chiefly, 
u if not entirely, by a party of lads sta- 
" tioued near the new building erecting on 
" the site of the old gaol. When the honr 
u was elapsed, the disgraceful business did 
" not terminate. There were those among 
" the mob who thought the sport far too 
" fine to be given up so soon. The man 
il was, according to their jargon, * put 
u * through the mill.* He was cuffed and 
" kicked, and knocked down and raided up, 
" at t/te pleasure of the bystanders. In 
" the Candleriggs-street, to which the mob 
" moved, be was thrown into a cart, whose 
" driver for some time drove htm tkmg* 
" humouring the amusement; but, finding 
" that neither himself nor his horse escaped 
" the punishment meant for the old roan, he 
" loosed his cart, and tumbled- him out ms 
" the street. In the course of the fray he 
41 was repeatedly raised shoulder-highland 
" exhibited in his grey-hairs, torn gar* 
" tnents, and swollen features, a most piti- 
" able spectacle. At length lie was re- 
" scued by the exertions of the Police, and 
" taken to the office in Albion-street.** 

That scenes, no less savage and barba- 
rous than those described above, have been 
exhibited in London, within these few 
years, no one will preten£ to deny ; hut 
that they should exist in Scotland, the seat 
of learning, where " pure and undefiferr * 
" religion" has more professors than any 
where else, and where we ought to loot 
for a more distinguished display of its hu- 
mane and benevolent enacts *, that such a 
spectacle should be witnessed, at this timo 
of day, in such a country, is a phenomenon 
well deserving the attention of those who 
feel interested in the cultivation of public 
morals, and in the improvement of our cri- 
minal code. I question much, whether in 
all Europe, even in "demoralised" France 
itself, an instance can be produced where 
popular fury has been permitted to dis- 
charge itself with such marks of ferocity, 
as in the case of the hoary-headed wretch 
who was given up by the Magistrates of 
Glasgow to be cuffed, kicked, and knocked 
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down, all for the " amusement" of the 
pious mad hospitable inhabitants of that 
highly cultivated and enlightened city ! ! ! 
The pillory is evidently a vestige of that 
feudal barbarism which formerly overspread 
Europe *, and although it is not now at- 
tended, as then, with the painful infliction 
of having the ears nailed to the instrument 
of disgrace, or the check branded with a 
hot iron, it is a punishment that must, in 
many cases, be worse than death, when 
the culprit, through a mistaken policy, is 
left to the mcrcv of an infuriated mob. — 
It would be difficult! I think, to point out 
the wisdom of that law, which leaves the 
degree of punishment of a criminal to be 
determined, and inflicted, by the multitude, 
who neither know, or are capable of justly 
appreciating, the offence with which he is 
charged. The case of the man at Glasgow 
was bo doubt of a very aggravated nature. 
But are ail persons condemned to the pil- 
lory of the sann description ? Have we 
not bad that sentence put in execution for 
mere matters of opiuion ? and can it se- 
riously be said that any person thus situated 
ought to be consigned to the hands of a 
act of unprincipled ruffians, to be kicked 
and cuffed, as long as they please, for their 
amusement ? \Vhy should not the law 
explicitly define aud apportion the degree 
of punishment belonging to each offence ? 
Why should so glaring a proof of its inef* 
ficacy be permitted for one moment to 
exist ? Where our national character is 
to much involved, and the rights of huma- 
nity so deeply implicated, it surely would 
be no disgrace if our legislators would 
exert thcmsclv^ to get a practice abolish- 
ed, which, on all occasions, would be 
" more honoured in the breach than in the 



" observance." Much as has been done of 
late towards ameliorating our criminal 
law, there still remains a vast accumulation 
of ajmse and error, which it will require, 
more than ordinary exertion and talent to 
overcome. Those to whom the country is 
already indebted for many excellent re- 
forms in our criminal code, will have 
much to combat, in the way of prejudice, 
before they can accomplish all they propose. 
Rut as they have already experienced the 
beneficial advantages of perseverance, they 
may pretty safely calculate, that as long as 
they continue to keep the object steadily 
in view, tbey need be under no apprehen- 
sions as to the result.-— Yours, &c. 

Benevolus. 



University of Oxford. 
Sir,— You will much oblige the writer 
of the letter which appeared in your last 
Register on the subject of the Oxford 
prison, by inserting the following Postscript 
to it : — 

It is true that a room is now fitting up 
in the prison for sick persons, but this 
room will not contain more than four beds, 
which 13 a very inadequate accommodation. 
As the University O flic era are at this time 
endeavouring to apprehend all tbeprusti-t 
tutes who are ill of a certain disease^ the 
prison, should the winter be severe, will 
present a scene of more than usual mi- 
sery. The writer will feel himself much 
obliged to any resident Member of the 
University of Cambridge, who wiH favou 
him, through the medium of your Register, 
with a full and accurate account of the me* 
tbod pursued there with respect to these 
unfortunate women. 
Oxford, Jan. 2, 1315. 
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TO MR. JOHN CARTWRIGHT, 

THE IMPLACABLE ENEMY OF TYRANNY. 
ON TUB 

Peace between England and America* 

Bolley, January 9, 1815. 

Dear Sir, — Before I proceed to the 
proposed subject of this Letter, I think it 
right just to notice, that I have, in address- 
ing yocl now, omitted the addition of Esq. 
at the end of your name. It is become 
high time for us, and all those who think as 
we do, to partake, in no degree whatever, 
in this sort of foolery, especially when we 
ate writing, or speaking, upon the subject 
•f a peace, which has been made with a 
nation, whose Chief Magistrate never pre- 
tends to any title above that of "fellow- 
" citiaen" which he shares- in common with 
all the neop'e of the free and happy coun- 
rj, at the head of whose Government he 
has been placed by the unbought votes of 
his u fellow-citizens." 

la my former Letter I stated, as clearly 
as I was able consistent with brevity, the 
ftai cause of the war j and also the real 
causes of its continuance after the Euro- 
pan peace, I shall now endeavour to state 
clearly the real causes of the peace ; and 
then we shall come to those consequences, 
which, I think, we shall find to be of the 
utmost importance to the cause of freedom ! 
all over the world. 

The peace has been produced by various j 
causes. When Napoleon had been pntt* 
down, this country was drunk with exulta- ; 
tion. The war with America was gene- ' 
illy looked upon as the mere spert of a 
mtytth ot two. Our newspapers published ( 
reports of speeches, or pretended speeches : 
(for it is the same thing in effect), in which : 
the orators scoffed at the idea of our having j 
any trouble in subduing a people, with two t 
or three thousand miles of sea-coast, flefend- : 
•d by raw militia, and by " Jtalfa do%enfir 
41 frigates , with bits of striped bunting fit ' 
44 their mast heads." This phrase will be 
long remembered. One of our Orators 
«*Ued the Americans, as he had before. 
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called the Reformers, " a low and degraded 
*' crew" having amongst them " no honour* 
44 able distinctions $" and he expressed his 
pleasure, that they were, as he said, fight- 
ing on the side of our enemy. They were, 
in his eyes, so contemptible, that he was 
glad we had them for enemies, and espe- 
cially, as, in their chastisement, republican- 
ism would be humbled in the dust, if not 
wholly destroyed. 

Such were the sentiments of the greater 
part of the nation, at the time when the 
Kings and Potentates of Germany paid us 
a visit, and when the 44 Bits of Striped 
" Bunting" were seen reversed under the 
Royal flag on the Serpentine River* There 
had, indeed, occurred, before that time 9 
events, which, one would have hoped, 
would have checked this contemptuous way 
of thinking. The defeat and capture of the 
Guerriere, the Macedonian, the Java, tbfc 
Peacock, and divers other smaller, ships of 
war, by that Republic, whose very name 
we affected to despise, might have been ex- 
pected to create a doubt, at least, of our 
power to annihilate the Republic in any very 
short space of time. But the nation had 
been cheated here, too, by the corrupt press, 
who persuaded them, that all these losses 
arose from causes other than those of the 
skill and valour of the Republicans. At 
one time, it was superior numbers $ at ano- 
ther, heavier metal ', at another, our own 
seamen inveigled into the Republican ships. 
This delusion was kept up for two years, 
until the incursion in the Chesapeake 
seemed to have closed the scene > and, you 
will bear in mind, that, at that time, it was 
the almost universal s pinion, that our Re- 
gent would soon send out his Viceroy te 
Washington City. 

It was even at this very moment, how- 
ever, that the tide began to, turn. The 
gallant little army of Republicans, on 
the Niagara frontier, had before proved, 
at Chippawa, that they were made of the 
sanit ^f.tuff that composed their ancestors 5 
and, at Fort Erie, they now gave a second 
most signal proof of the same kind. ' ■ 
While ,these never-surpassed acts of dere- 
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tion to country were performing on the 
borders of Lakes Ontario and Erie, Lake 
Charoplain exhibited a spectacle, which 
struck with wonder all tfie Continent of 
Europe, and which, in fact, astounded every 
man of sense here, who had before clamour- 
ed for the war. It is true, that this was 
/ only a repetition of the scene, exhibited the 
year before on Lake Erie, where, with an 
inferior number of men and guns, the Re- 
publican Commodore Perry had beaten and 
actually captured, the whole of our fleet 
under Commodore Barclay j but, all eyes 
were at that -time fixed on the Continent 
of Europe. The expected fall of Napoleon, 
and the real victories over him, made the 
loss oft Lake Erie (a loss of immense im- 
portance, as is now seen) to be thought 
nothing of. Our great object then was, 
Napoleon. Him once subdued, the Re- 
public, it was thonght, would be done for 
tu a trice. To suppose, that she would be 
able to stand against us, for any length of 
time, appeared, to most men, perfectly ri- 
diculous. A far greater part of the nation 
thought that it was our army who had put 
down ^apoleon. Indeed 1 , the Commander 
of them was called, ** the conqueror of 
u France;" and, it was said, that a part of 
the Conquerors of France, sent to America, 
wsuld, in a few mouths, " reduce" the 
country. 

A part of them were, accordingly, sent 
thither j and now we are going to view 
their exploits against the Republicans on 
the borders of Lake Charoplain. The 
Governor-General of Canada, Sir George 
Prevost, having received the reinforce- 
ments from France, invaded the Republic 
at the head of 14,000 men, with Jive 
Major-Generals under him, four troops of 
Dragoons, four companies of Royal Artil- 
lery, one brigade of Rocketeers, one bri- 
fade of Royal Sappers and Miners. The 
rst objectMa* to dislodge the Republicans 
from Fort Moreau, near the town of 
Plattsburgh, on the edge of the Lake, 
About 15 miles within the boundary Hue of 
the Republic. In this foit were 1,500 
, Republican regulars , and no more, and 
6,000 volunteers and militia from the 
States of Vermont and New York, under 
the command of a very gallant and accom- 
plished citizen, named Macomb, a Briga- 
dier-General in the Republican service. 
While 8ir George Prevost attacked the 
fort by land, Commodore Downie, with 
bis fleet, was to attuck. it by water. The 
attack, on both sides, commenced at the 



same time j the land army met, as far as 
it went, with a very gallant resistance, 
though it behaved, on its part, with equal 
gallantry ^ and Mr. Macomb mast, in all 
probability, have yielded, in time, to a force 
so greatly superior, if the attack by water 
had not been frustrated. But on the water 
side, the Republican Commodore Macdo- 
nough, though his force was inferior to 
onrs, and has been so stated in the official 
dispatch of Sir George Prevost himself 9 
not only defeated our fleet, bat captured 
the whole of the ships, one of which was 
of 36 guns, while the largest of the Re- 
publican ships was of no more than 26 
guns ! The Governor-General, seeing the 
fate of the fleet, knowing that the taking 
of the fort after that would only lead to a 
speedy retreat from it, and tearing th* 
consequences of an attack, on his way back 
to Canada, raised the siege, and hastened 
back towards Montreal with all imaginable 
speed, pursued by the little Republican 
army, and leaving behind him, as the Re- 
publicans state, immense quantities of 
stores, ammunition, &c. besides great 
numbers of prisoners and deserters. They 
may have exaggerated in these their ac- 
counts, but the Canada newspapers stated 
that 150 of our men deserted j and* which 
is a thing never to be forgotten, our Mi- 
nisters have never published in the Gazette 
Sir George ^revost's account of his me* 
morable retreat, though they have pub- 
lished his dispatches relating to all th+ 
movements of the army before and after 
that retreat. 

This blow did, in fact, decide the ques- 
tion of war, or peace. There was much 
blustering about it here 5 it was affected 
to treat the thing lightly ; the Titnes, and 
other venal newspapers, represented it as a 
mere trifling occurrence, which wonld sooa 
be overbalanced by sweeping victories on 
our part. But upon the hack of this cam* 
the brilliant success of the Republicans in 
repulsing our squadron, and burning one of 
out ships before Fort Mobille, in the Gulph; 
of Mexico ; and thus, while we bad to 
vaunt of our predator}' adventures against 
the city of Washington, the town of 
Alexandria, and the villages of French-, 
town and Stonington, the fame of the Re- 
publican arms, by land as well as sea, 
sounded in every ear and glowed in every 
heart, along the whole extent of the six- 
teen hundred miles which lie between Ca- 
nada and the Mexican Gulph. 

In Europe these event* produced a pro* 
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digious sensation. Those who wished to 
tee a check given to the all-predominant 
naval power of England, rejoiced at them ; 
and every w here they excited and called 
forth admiration of the Republicans. There 
had been, during the struggle on the Con- 
tinent, no leisure to contemplate the trans- 
atlantic contest ; but it now became an 
object of universal attention > and Europe, 
so long accustomed to regard English naval 
invincibility, when the force on both sides 
was equal, or nearly equal, as a thing re- 
ceived and universally admitted, was sur- 
prised beyond expression at the undeniable 
proof of the contrary. The world was 
now called on to witness the combat be- 
tween England and America single-handed. 
The former was at the summit of power 
and glory ; she had captured or destroyed 
almost all the naval force in Europe ; those 
powers who had any naval force left were 
her allies, and were receiving subsidies 
from her \ she had an array of regulars of 
200,000 men, flushed with victory ; she 
had just marched part of this army through 
the heart of France herself; she had a 
thousand ships of war afloat, commanded 
by men who never dreamt of defeat. This 
Trte the power that now waged war, single- 
handed, against the only Republic, the 
m&y* Commonwealth, remaining in the 
world. The friends of freedom, who were 
not well acquainted with America, had 
been trembling for her. They did not 
feem to entertain any hopes of her escape. 
They thought it scarcely possible, that she 
should, with her Democratical Government 
and her handful of an army, without offi- 
cers and without stores, resist England 
even for a year single-handed j and they 
saw ne power able if willing, or willing if 
able, to lend the Republic the smallest de- 
gree of assistance. 

But when the battles of Lake Cham plain 
were announced ; and when it was seen by 
the President'6 Message to his fellow-ci- 
tizens of the Congress, that the Republican 
Government marched on with a firm step, 
and had resolved not to yield one single 
point to our menaces, or our attacks, a 
very different view of the contest arose. 
The English nation, which had been exult- 
ing in the idea of giving the Yankeys " a 
drubbing," began to think, tha£ the under- 
taking was not so very easy to execute ; 
and seeing no prospect of an end to the 
war and its expences, they began to cry 
o«t for the abolition cf the greatest of 



those taxes, the existence of which depend- 
ed on the duration of the war. 

In the meanwhile, the Ministers, pre- 
vious to their knowledge of the battles of 
Chippawa, Fort Erie, Pittsburgh, Lake 
Champlain, and Fort MobiQe, had put for* 
ward, at Ghent, very high pretensions* 
They had proposed,as a SINE QUA NON, 
they expulsion of the Republicans from <* 
considerable portion of their territory, in 
behalf of tlie savages in alliance with us ; 
they had demanded,though not as a sine qua 
non, the surrender of the Lakes to our 
King, even with the prohibition to the 
Americans to erect fortifications ' on the 
borders which would remain to them ; they 
'had demanded a line of communication be- 
tween Quebec and our territories east of 
the Penobscot, through the territories of 
the Republic. The American Negotiators 
declined any discussion of these conditions, 
until they should receive instructions from 
their Government ; alledging, and very 
justly, that this was theirs* time that any 
such grounds of war, or dispute, had been 
mentioned by vs. 

These demands having been transmitted 
to the President, he, instead of listening to 
them, laid them before the Congress, with 
an expression of hit intimation at them; 
and in this feeling bo * j»peai ed only to have 
anticipated his fellow-citizens throughout 
the country, with the exception of a hand* 
fnl of aristocrat ical intriguers in the State 
of Massachusetts. New and vigorous 
measures were adopted for prosecuting the 
war. The Congress hastened on Bills for 
raising and paying soldiers «nd sailors;' 
for making the militia ni^re efficient j for 
expediting the building of ships; erecting 
fortifications ; providing floating battel les. 
In short, it was now clearly seen, that the 
Government of the Republic was equal to a 
time of war as well as to a time of peace ; 
that we had to carry on a contest, at 3,000 
miles distance, against a brave, free, and 
great nation; and that the aristocratical 
faction, on whom some men had depended 
for aid, were sneaking oft' into pitiful sub* 
terfuges, afraid any longer to shew % 
hankering after bur cause. 

In this state of things ; with this pro* 
spect before tbcm, the Ministers wisely re* 
solved to abandon their demands, and te 
make peace, leaving things as they stood 
before the war. The Opposition, who hod 
pledged themselves to the support of the 
war upon the old ground, that is to say, 
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upon the ground of impressment, began to 
protest against it upon the ground of con- 
quest; and, if the war had continued, there 
is no doubt that they would have greatly 
embarrassed the Ministry upon this subject, 
i specially as the continuation of the war 
was the only remaining excuse for the con- 
tinuation of the war taxes, against which 
petitions were preparing In every part of 
the kingdom. Here we cannot help ob- 
serving how wise it was in Mr. Madison 
to make public our demands. If these had 
been kept secret, till after the close of the 
war, how long might not that war have 
drawled on ? The demands would never, 
perhaps, have been known. How wise is 
it, then, in the Americans to have framed 
their Government in such a way as to pre- 
vent mischievous State secrets from exist- 
ing ! How wise to have made all their 
rulers really responsible for their acts ! 
How wise to secure, upon all important 
points, an appeal to themselves! The, Pre- 
sident was very coarsely treated here by 
some persons, who ought to have known 
better, for having exposed the conferences. 
It was said to be an act unprecedented in 
a civilized nation. " Civilized nations," 
you will perceive, mean nations governed 
by Kings and other hereditary sovereigns j 
and, in that sense, the Americans cer- 
tainly are not a civilised nation. * But 
why should such papers be kept secret ? 
Or, at Jra-st, why should they not be 
male public, if the Government chooses 
to make thvm public? When once a Go- 
vernment ha* dispatches in its hands, 
tin re is no law that deprives it of the li- 
berty to mike what use of them it pleases. 
Nothing eould be more fair than Mr. Ma- 
dison's mode of proceeding. The aris- 
tocratical faction, whom we called our 
friends, were crying out for peace \ the 
whole of the American people were repre- 
sented, in our newspapers, as disapproving 
of the war, and as wishing for peace on our 
terms. What, then, could Mr. Madison 
do more just and more candid than publish 
to the people the whole of those terms.— 
" There they aie," said he, " decide upon 
* l them. Say: will you have peace upon 
" these terms? I am, myself, ready to 
" perish, rather than make such a peace, 
u Now, let me hear what you have to say." 
A nation of free men agreed with him, that 
they would perish rather than' yield to such 
terms 5 and, indeed,. rather than yield to 
»»s " one single point, 1 ' though or ever so 
little imp6rtance. The resit] t has been, 



that peace has been made, and not one 
single point has been yielded to us* 

We now come to the most important 
and most interesting part of our subject ^ 
namely, THE CONSEQUENCES of 
this peace, made at sueh a time and undeK 
such circumstances. Considered as to its 
probable and almost necessary conse- 
quences, it is, in my opinion, an event of 
infinitely greater importance to the world 
than any that has taken place since the 
discovery of the Art of Printing* But I 
will not enter further into the subject, 'till I 
have laid before you, or, rather, put upon 
record, for the sake of reference, some of 
the ovcrffowings of gall, which this event 
has brought from the throats of the sworn 
enemies of freedom* You have observed,, 
that those public prints in England, which 
were the most bitter against Napoleon* 
have been also the most bitter against the 
Ameiican President; a fact which ought 
to make people reflect a little before they 
give way to such outrageous abuse of the 
former, though we must always regard himr 
as a traitor to the cause of liberty, having 
married a King's daughter, made himself 
an Emperor, and propped up and created 
Kings, for the sake of his and his family's 
aggrandizement. Still, It is clear, that the 
writers, whem I have now in my eye, 
thought him more favourable to freedom 
than those w/io have succeeded him ; be- 
cause no sooner was he down, than they set 
upon the American President with the 
same degree of fury, with which they had 
attacked Napoleon \ and they recommended 
the deposing of him, upon " the same pr in- 
" ciple," they said, that they had recom- 
mended the deposing of Napoleon. You 
will not fail todiave observed this, and to 
have traced it to it3 true source \ but, I 
am afraid that it has passed unobserved by 
but too large a portion of the nation. 

There are several of our public prints, 
indeed, a very great majority of them, in 
country as well as in town, which have 
urged the justice and necessity of extin- 
guishing the American Government •, that 
" ill-organised association;" that " mis- 
" chievous example of the exigence of a 
" Government, founded on Democratical 
" Rebellion.*' This peal was rung from 
one end of the country to the other. But 
the print, which led the van in this new 
crusade against liberty, was that vile news* 
paper, the Times, to which paper we and 
the world owe no small portion of those 
consequences which will result from the 
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oeacc of Ghent, followed by such a war. — 
JThis print was, upon this occasion, the 
trumpet o( all the haters of freedom j all 
those who look with Satanic eyes on the 
happiness of the free people of America ; 
all those who have been hatched in, and 
yet are kept alive by, Bribery, and Cor- 
ruption, To judge of the feelings excited 
in the bosoms of this malignant swarm by 
the peace of Ghent *, to enjoy the spectacle 
of their disappointment and mollification > 
of their alternate rage aud despondency \ 
of the hell that burns in their bosoms : to 
enjoy this spectacle, a spectacle which we 
ought to enjoy, after having endured, the 
insolence of their triumph for so many 
years ; to enjoy this spectacle we must 
again look into this same print ; hear their 
waiting, view the gnashing of their teeth , 
iee now the foam of revenge, and then the 
drivel of despair, issue from their mouths, 
teeming with execrations. With the help 
of the Ministers, we have, for once, beat 
the sons and daughters of corruption*, and 
if we bear our success with moderation, 
let us, at any rate, hear and laugh at the 
cries of our always cruel, and, until now, 
insolent enemy. It is right, too, that the 
Republicans themselves should know what 
these wretches now have to sayj these 
wretches, whom nothing would satisfy short 
of the subversion of the Republican Go- 
vernment ; short of destroying that " wii>- 
u chievous example, the existence of a Go- 
4 * vernment founded on DemocraticalRehe\- 
** lion." As far as I have been able to do it 
openly through the pr"is, I have, during the 
war, as you will have perceived, made 
known the denunciations of these wretches 
against the liberties of America $ and it 
may not be less useful to make known their 
wailings, their fears, their despair at the 
peace j and the Republicans of America 
ought always to bear in mind, that these 
same wretches, who arc ready to gnaw 
their own flesh at seeing their hopes of 
destroying liberty iri America blasted •, 
they ought always ,to bear in mind, that 
these same wretches it was, who praised, 
and who still praise, the conduct of the Go- 
vernor Strong, Mr. Otis, Mr. Pickering, 
Mr. Goodloe Harper, Mr. Walsh the 
reviewer, and their associates. The Fede- 
ralists, too, amongst whom there are 
many worthy men, look steadily at these 
facts *, and consider how it must stand 
with their reputation, when it is notorious, 
that all those in England, who praise, or 
jive the preference to them, have been 



using their utmost endeavours to urge this 
nation on to fight against America, until 
they saw " the world delivered of the mis- 
" chievous example of the existence of a 
" Government, founded on the principles of 
" Democratical Rebellion" It is for the 
worthy part of the Federalists to con- 
sider if these notorious facts square with 
their reputation, whether as Republicans, 
as freemen, as faithful to their country, or, 
even as honest men. As to the Strongs, 
the Otises, the Goodloe Harpers, the 
Walshes, they have, in this way, no tiling 
to lose. Every sound mind is made up 
with regard to them, and others like them j 
but, I should think, that the praises of the 
Times newspaper must make the great body 
of the Federalists look about them. 

We will now re-peruse the articles, to 
which I have so often alluded. I will in- 
sert them, without interruption, one after 
another, according to their dates, reserving 
my remarks, if any should be necessary, 
for the close } and requesting you to paj 
particular attention to the passages printed 
in Italics, or in CAPITALS. 

29th Dec. 1814.—" Without entering 
u at present into the details of the Treaty, 
" (on which we have much to observe 
" hereafter), we confess that we look 
" anxiously to its non-ratification j be- 
" cause we hppe an opportunity will be af- 
" forded to our brave seamen to retire 
" from the contest, — not, as they now are 9 
" beaten and disgraced ; not with the lost 
" of that trident which ^Nelscn, when 
" dying, placed in his country's grasp ; not 
" leaving the marine laurel on the unwer- 
" thy brows of a Rbdgers ; but, with an 
" ample and, full revenge for the captures 
" of the Guerriere, the Macedonian, the 
" Java, and the numerous other ships that 
" have been surrendered on the Ocean, 
'* besides the whole flotillas destroyed on 
" Lake Erie and Lake Champlain. Let 
" us not deceive ourselves. These victo- 
" ries have given birth to a spirit, which, 
" if not checked, will, in a few years, create 
" an American navy truly formidable. 
11 They have excited in other nations, who 
"foolishly envy our maritime preponder- 
" ance, an undisscmbled joy, at beholding 
" eur course so powerfully arrested. Per- 
** haps it would not be asserting too much. 
" to say, that they have detracted as much; 
"from the opinion of our strength by sea y 
" as the victories of Wellington have en* 
" hanced that of our strength by land." 

30*/* Dec. 1S14.— « The state ef the 

Digitized by VjOCW IC 



43) POLITICAL REGISTER.— Letter to Mr. John Carkerigkt. 



I** 



" Funds may be said to afford a most strik- 
44 u\* comment on the text of those who 
4< have the front to call the Treaty of 
44 Ghent t4 honourable" to this country. 
44 What ? An honourable Peace, with the 
44 last of onr adversaries, with a populous 
44 and commercial nation — and yet a de- 
44 pression in tne Public Funds ! The thing 
44 is impossible. There is a moral incon- 
44 sistency in the facts. But the truth, un- 
44 happily, peeps' out in the course of the 
44 eulogy bestowed on this famous specimen 
44 of diplomatic ingenuity. The Peace is, 
44 like that of Amiens, a Peace of Necessity 
«« — and upon what grounds ? 4 A lean- 

. 44 * ing to certain points,' it seems, has 
44 been * hinted 9 at the Congress of Vienna. 
44 Now, let us put this mysterious language 
" into plain English. It can bear no 
44 other construction than this—that "Russia, 
44 or Austria, or Prussia, has avowed an 
44 inclination to support the innovations on 
44 public law, which Mr. Madison asserts. 
" Might not this have been foretold, — was 
44 it not foretold in this paper above six 
44 months ago ? Was it not the very ar- 
44 gument we urged for pushing the war in 

. 4i America with the utmost vigour, whilst 
44 yet the field was open, and our adversary 
" without allies ? And is it not a motive 
44 for the same conduct, even at this late 
44 period ? If any of the Powers who have 
44 received our subsidies, or have been re- 
44 scued from destruction by our courage 

t " and example, have had the baseness to 
44 turn against us, it is morally certain, 
44 that the Treaty of Ghent will confirm 
44 them in their resolution. They will re- 
44 fleet that we tiave attempted to force 
44 our principles on America, and have 
44 failed. Nay, that we have retired from 
44 the combat with the' stripes yet bleeding 
11 on o?tr back\ — with the recent defeats 
* at Plattshurgh, and on Lake Champlain 
44 uu ivengcd. To make peace at such a 
44 moment, they will think, betrays adead- 
44 ness to the feelings of honour, and shews 
44 a timidity of disposition, inviting further 
44 insult. IF Ve could have pointed to 
44 America overthrown, we should surely 
/ 4 have stood 'on much higher ground at 
44 Vienna, and every where else, than we 
44 pet^ibly can do now. Even yet, how- 
44 ever. IF we could but close the war with 
44 some great naval triumph, the Tepnta- 
u tion of our maritime greatness might be 
u partially restored; bnt to say, that it 
44 has not hitherto suftered in. the estima- 
4 * tion of all Europe, and what is worse, ef 



44 America herself, t to belie common sense 
44 and universal experience" 4 Two or 
44 4 three of our ships have struck to a* 
44 4 force vastly* superior !'-—No, not two 
44 or three, but mauy, on the Ocean, and 
44 whole squadrons on the Lakes : and 
•* their numbers .are to be viewed with 
44 relation to the comparative magnitude of 
44 two navies. Scarcely is there one Ame- 
41 rican s/tip of war, which /tas not to 
44 b+ast a vietory over the British flag; 
44 scarcely one British ship in thirty or 
44 forty , that has beaten an American. Our 
44 seamen, it is urged, have on all occasion! 
44 fought bravely. Who denies it ? Our 
44 complaint is, that with the bravest sea* 
44 men, and the most powerful navy in the 

* world, we retire from the contest when 
44 the balance of defeat is so heavily against 
44 us. Be it accident, or be it misconduct, we 
44 enquire not now into the cause $ the cer- 
44 tain, the inevitable consequences are what 
44 we look to, and these may be summed op 
44 in few words — the speedy g&wth of am 
44 American navy— and the recurrence of 
44 a new and much more formidable Ameri~ 
44 ban war. From that fatal moment when 
44 the flag of the Guerriere was struck, 
44 there has been quite a rage for building 
44 ships of war in the United States. Their 
44 navy has been nearly doubled, and their 
44 vessels are of extraordinary magnitude. 
44 The people, naturally vain, boastful, and 
44 insolent, have been filled with an abso- 
44 lute contempt -of our maritime power, 
44 and a furious eagerness to beat down our 
44 maritime pretensions. Those passions, . 
44 which have been inflamed by success, 
44 could only have been cooled by what in 

* vulgar but emphatic language has been 
44 termed 44 a sound flogging ;" but, un- 
44 fortunately, our Christian meekness has 
44 induced us rather to kiss the lod, than 
44 to retaliate its exercise. Such false and 
"feeble humanity is not calculated for the 
44 guidance of nations. War is, indeed, a 
44 tremendous engine of justice *, but when 
44 justice wields the sword, she roust be in~ 
"flexible. Looking neither to the right 
44 nor to the left, she must pursue her blow, 
44 wrtil the evil is clean rooted out. This 
44 is not blind raire, or blinder revenge ; 
44 but it is a -discriminating, a calm, and 
44 even a tender calculation of consequences* 
44 Better is it, that we should grapple with 
44 the youttg Iron, when he is first fleshed 
44 with the taste of our flocks, than wait 
44 until, in the maturity of his strength, he 
44 bears away at once both sheep and shep- 
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'« herd.— The Chatham, of 74. guns (built 
'• in memory of the Walcbercn expedition) 
" is ordered to he manned, and will, it is 
" supposed, be sent to America, to strengthen 
a the preparations for that extended sys- 
44 tern of warfare, which must take place if 
11 the President should, delay the rati fie a* 
" tion of the Treaty. We are well con« 
*' vinced, that every ship, and every soi- 
w dicr, employed in maintaining the vital 
*' contest for m r maritime aspendancy, far 
" from diminishing, will add a proportional 
" weight to our influence at \ ienna j but 
" in truth Vienna, and all its fetes, and 
a all its ncgociaUons % are infinitively ineig- 
" nificant to us NOW, compared with the 
** growth of an Americannavy, and thepro- 
" hable loss of our transatlantic Provinces." 
2d January, 1815.— " The year which 
"is just concluded will rank among the 
" most remarkable in history. It has seen 
" the downfal of the most formidable des- 
u pot ism that ever threatened the security 
** of the civilised world. It has witnessed 
" the restoration of a PATtRNAL GO- 
u VERNMENT to the country ,which had 
u for five and twenty years passed through 
u the greatest variety of afflicting revolu- 
u taoos. It has beheld all the Sovereigns 
." of Europe assembled personally, or by 
" their representatives, in peace, to lay the 
" foundations of permanent tranquil! ity,and 
u to construct anew the social edifice, by 
" the proportions of equity and moderation. 
« ONE WORTHLESS, FAITHLESS 
" HORDE ALONE PERSEVERED 
u in those atrocious plans, which they had 
u undertaken, in . concert with the fallen 
" despot, for their ownf selfish aggrandize- 
" ment. Punishment faupg over the guilty 
" heads of these men, bankruptcy had swal- 
" lowed up their resources, despair stared 
" them in the face. It was hoped ' that 
" ' some signal instance of vengeance would 
4< * have been lmrled against them, 9 and 
" that the year would have closed with the 
" triumph of Justice and of Britain.— 
"ALAS! We have been compelled to 
" witness not only the frustration of this 
" hope, but the elevation of our calumnia* 
u tors and assassins to the height of inso- 
" lent exultation, on the ruins of our ma- 
"ritime greatness. THE NAVY OF 
"BRITAIN IS DISGRACED FOR 
M EVER : and, oh ! shame ! the fame of 
" the immortal Nelson is eclipsed by the 
" vaunts of the vulgar braggart Rodgers. 
" A Sunday Paper asserts, that tbe ratifi- 
44 cation of the degrading Treaty of 



" Ghent, by an illustrious personage, was a 
" duty MOST RELUCTANTLY PER- 
''FORMED.--— We doubt it not.— 
" The truly English feelings which prompt- 
M ed so zealous an adherence to the cause 
" of patriotism in Spain, and to that of 
" loyalty in France, must have been tor-» 
" tured beyond tbe power of words to ex* 
" press, by tbe fatal necessity (if necessity 
" it was) which compelled the signing 
a away the honour and future safety of 
« THIS ONCE NOBLE COUNTRY I 
" May the present year not elapse without 
" ptvducing a confirmation of onr sad 
" forebodings ! Our firmest hope lies, in 
" the present instance, as it -did during the 
" negotiations of Chatillon, in the arrogant 
" insanity of our adversary. In mulish 
" obstinacy, Mr. Madison is not a whit 
" behind his great Ally. In vanity and 
" self-confidence, the Fisks, and Clays, 
" and Smilies, and Wrights of the Con- 
" gress cannot be overmatched. It is, 
" therefore, the firm persuasion of those 
" who best understand American politics, 
" that the Treaty will not be ratified. For 
" tiiis event, we repeat, Government ought 
" to be fully prepared. The nation, too, 
" ought to be satisfied, that a powerful 
" army, 'and a General of the highest repu* 
" tation, are ready on the spot, either to 
" compel the enemy to ratify the Treaty, 
" or to punish its non-ratification. The 
" Officers of the class just specified have, 
" moreover, a right to have their cbarao* 
" ters placed in a fair light before their 
" countrymen j for in all companies, fot 
" some time past,have been heard murmurs, 
" * not loud but deep,' at their apparent 
" backwardness to appear in the field, 
" where their services have been, and still 
" are so much needed. If, contrary to our 
" hopes and expectations, the Treaty should 
" be ratified, the consequences are easy of 
" developement. The Americana, vain of 
u what they will consider as their demon- 
strated superiorityjover us by land and sea, 
" will dream only of more audacious pre- 
" tensions, and new plans of conquest.—* 
44 Their regular army will be augmented, 
" and placed on the Canadian frontier.— 
" T/icir heavy metalled ships, and nei& 
11 steam batteries, will be multiplied with 
the utmost celerity. Their inti igues to stir 
" up rebellion in Canada will be redoubled, 
" and, unhappily, with a far greater chance 
" than ever of success, inasmuch as theCa- 
*' nadianswill be but too apt to conceive their 
" interest* sacrificed by the present treaty. 
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"All this while WE SHALL BE 
« BOUND OVER TO OUR GOOD 
« BEHAVIOUR IN EUROPE •, for the 
*' moment we embark in war here, the 
«« redoubtable Captain Porter will again 
« hoist the flag of FREE TRADE AND 
« SAILORS RIGHTS, and this will fiir- 
** nish at once a pretence and a signal for 
** driving tl|e bated English from Canada. 
** How long the West indies will remain 
<* to us, after the loss of our North Ameri- 
** can Provinces, we leave to the sagacious 
" calculations of those, who can contrive a 
** cheap and easy method of supplying our 
" islands with flour, staves, and lumber, 
** from other quarters ; or who will secure 
* c to us the Newfoundland fishery, when we 
** are expelled from the whole American 
*' Continent. Little has been added to 
*' what the public already know of the 
** Treaty. Indeed, we have been assured, 
•** that what was circulated as the first 
*' slight sketch of its contents, gave rather 
** too favourable an idea of it in two very 
** material points — the Newfoundland fish- 
•* eries, and the East Indian trade. It was 
** generally understood, we believe, that 
4t the Americans were specifically excluded 
■" both from the one and the other % of these 

• advantages 5 but the truth is (says our 
** informant) * that neither of these points 
44 is mentioned in this impolitic Treaty." ' 

1th Jan. 1815. — Our correspondent (at 
•* Paris) states, that since the unexpected 

* news from Ghent, the Americans at 
u Paris have been every where TREAT- 
ED WITH THE MOST MARKED 

" RESPECT. They have, in general, 
" assumed, at all public places, their na- 



* tional cockade, both as a means of at- enemies of liberty delighted in rcpre- 



** trading to themselves those attentions, 
41 and also to prevent their being mistaken 
** for English, and exposed as such to the 
* affronts which of late have been openly 
44 shewn to our countrymen." 

Thus have we before us the wailings of 
the sons and daughters of corruption. 
There is, yon perceive, one reigning fal- 
lacy in all these attacks on the peace ; that 
is, it is all along presumed, and taken for 
granted, that our situation, with regard 
ti America, would have become every day 
better and better, if the war had been con- 
tinued. Now, so far from this being any 
thing like certain, it was not even pro- 
bable, and was barely possible. The 
chances were all on the other side j the 
Republicans bad not only resisted, but had 
repulsed, the onset > they had followed up 



their blows with -astonishing rapidity ; and 
even at the moment when the conclusion of 
the peace was announced, intelligence 
came to hand that they had just driven; 
our army and fleet from Pensacola, a main 
hold, whence our nextattack was intended 
to have been made. 

" IF," says this trumpet of corruption, 
" our navy had struck some great blow \ 
** IF we had done" this, and done that, 
and done theother,then we might have made 
peace. But IF we could do none of these? 
IF we had failed in all our attempts $ IF 
we had tost still more frigates and fleets, 
what would THEN have been our situa- 
tion ? The malignant wretches are sense- 
less with rage. They are savage at the 
loss of their prey. You, who are an old 
hunter of wild beasts, may have seen some- 
thing in <the conduct of disappointed bears 
or wolves resembling that of these foes of 
freedom, who are now looking towards 
America, foaming with rage and roaring 
for revenge. 

It is impossible not to feel great satis- 
faction at seeing the murderous wishes of 
these men disappointed. But eur satisfac- 
tion ought by no means to rest here. The 
great question with regard to the excellence 
of really free Goveivwient has now been 
decided in a way tha" must inevitably pro- 
duce conviction throughout the whole world. 
The fate of the Republic of France had 
excited great doubts in the minds of men, 
disposed to cherish liberty, as to the capa- 
bility of that sort of Government to be 
carried on in practice for any length of 
time, especially if it had to contend with 
the difficulties and dangers of war. The 



senting real freedom as incompatible with 
national defence and in dependence. When 
reminded of the Government of America, 
they smiled, and observed, that it might 
do very well as long as America remained 
at peace ; but that her first year of war/ 
would ciumble it into dnst, and expose to 
the mockery of the world the vain theorists 
who had extolled it. Tn short, this was 
the point always laboured at :— - That for a 
nation to be able to defend itself in time of 
war against a formidable enemy, it must 
have an almost despotic Government and a 
standing army, wiih all their retinue. 

How sincerely will you, who have so 
long, so zealously, and eo ablv maintained 
the contrary, rejoice to see that this posi- 
tion, so degrading to mankind, has now 
been fully disproved 1 You, in yovr ex- 
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cellent publications, ami Sir Francis Bur- 
dett, in his speeches, have uniformly in- 
liateJ, that the sate defence, and Uie only 
safe defence, of a nation against a formi- 
dable enemy, was to be found in the arms 
offrte men ; thaf , in prder to induce a 
people to light in defence of their country, 
they roust feel that they have something to 
Jig/it for; that the strength of a Govern- 
ment, in the hour of real danger, consists 
solely of the attachmtnt of the people; that a 
nation, enjoying real freedom, informed by 
a press really free, aud all having a voice 
in the choice oft/ieir representatives, never 
yet was, and never would be, subdued by 
an invading enemy. 

The rise, progress, and result of the 
American wars ( L mean both of them) have 
now put the truth of these your favouiite 
doctrines beyond all doubt. Where are 
mow the knaves, who have so long scoffed 
at you as a visionary, and who have had 
the profligacy to assert, that bribery and 
corruption were essential to efficient Go- 
vernment ? Where are now those who 
apprehended anarchy from universal suf- 
frage ? Where are now the sticklers for 
influence, and virtual representation .* In 
America, every man who pays a tax, of any 
tort, however small, has a vote. He assists 
in electing, not only the members of the 
State Legislators, and those of the Con- 
gress, but also the Governors of the States 
and the President himrfelf. No man has 
any authority, no man has any voice in 
making laws, » who has not himself been 
elected, and in the election of whom every 
man paving a tax has a voice. Yet the 
world NOW SEES, that a Goveinment 
thus formed, and a people thus governed, are 
a match for the most formidable power at 
this day in existence. The world now 
sees, that a nation thus governing itself, and 
folly sensible of its freedom, is not only 
active in its defence, but is capable of 
deeds of valour, such as were never before 
recorded by the pen of the historian of any 
country or any age. Let the advocates for 
the buying and selling of seats do away, if 
they can, the effect of this glorious ex- 
ample. 

The writer, whom I have above quoted, 
and who was so anxious to see " the world 
** delivered of the mischievous example" of 
the existence of the American Government, 
says, that our navy has-been defeated *, that 
it has been beaten upon the Ocean and on 
the Lakes ^ that we have been beaten by 
kad and by sea) that we have been dis- 



graced for ever) that we have retired from 
the contest with the stripes on our bac^s; that 
we have had the trident snatched from us; 
that we are scoffed at upon the Continent 
of Europe. Now, then, if this be true, 
who is it that has thus humbled us ? What 
mighty Potentate has been able to accom- 
plish all tlii3 ? It is a Republic; a nation 
whose Chief Magistrate receives only about 
(5,000/. a year, aud the whole of whose or- 
dinary revenue does not amount to so much 
as we, in England alone, pay for collecting 
our taxes ; a nation without a standing 
army, a nation with a pret*s through which 
any man may publish any thing respecting 
any public person or measure, or any opi- 
nion on the subject of religion \ a natiou 
without Dukes, or Lords, or Knights, or 
Esquires, and without any distinction of 
rank of any sort being known to the law j 
a nation without an established church, 
without tythes, or any compulsory payment 
to the priests of any worship $ a nation 
where bribery and corruption are unknown; 
where no man calls another man " masierf* 
and where a handful of gold would not 
purchase from the labouring man the pull- 
ing off his hat even to his employer. — The 
consequences of truths so striking and now 
so notorious, are much more pleating to 
anticipate than they would, I imagine, be 
safe to describe. 

There are some who pretend, that the* 
Republic has gained nothing by the war ' 7 
and those hireling gentlemen, who write in 
" the Quarterly Revieiv J'teM their readers, 
that she has made peace '* without accom- 
" plishing any one of the objects for which 
u she went to war." These hired critics 
are either wholly ignorant of the matter, 
or, they are endeavouring to mislead their 
readers. At any rate, I will once more 
state the case, and then we shall see which 
party has been baffled in its attempts. 

America declared war against our King, 
because he would not cease to impress per- 
sons (not being soldiers or sailors in the 
enemy's service) on board her ships on the 
high seas. This was the ground of her de- 
claration of war. A treaty of peace has 
been made, and that treaty says pot a word 
about the impressing of persons on board 
of American ships. Therefore, say these 
wise Reviewers, she has not gained her ob- 
ject. Poor slaves ! they dare not look at 
the truth*, which is this: America went to 
war with us, while we were at war with 
France, and while America was neutral. 
Our Kiag having mj^Q^g^ 
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French, there ceased to be any pretext for 
impressment 5 and that being the case, 
America was willing to make peace imme- 
diately, without any stipulation about im- 
pressment, because the war in Europe, 
having ceased, her character of neutral 
would have ceased, and our impressments 
would also have ceased. She wanted no 
stipulation to protect her against what she 
always asserted to be a wrong, and which 
wrong she had resisted by arms, until it 
ceased. Accordingly, we find Mr. Monroe 
instructing the Republican negociators not 
to bring Jorward the subject, A Being quite 
unnecessary, seeing that America had re- 
sisted our pretended right of impressment 
by war 9 and would, of course, resort to the 
same mode of resistance, if the execution 
of the pretended right should be revived. 
You will observe, too, that it wa6 our 
King's negociatorSy who brought forward 
the subject at Ghent. Therefore, if there 
was any defeat of ohject here, the defeat 
was on his side. We went to war to assert 
our right of impressment. We have made 
peace without obtaining any stipulation 
with regard to that right, real or pre- 
tended. If we revive the exercise of this 
right, at ariy future time, Mr. Monroe, in 
his published dispatches, says, that Ame- 
rica is ready again to resist k by force of 
arms. 

The disappointed, malignant man, whom 
I have so largely quoted above, exclaims, 
that we are «* now l>ound to our good be- 
, havibrtr in Europe j' 1 for, that the moment 
we dare to go to war, we shall have Capt. 
Porter sally, out upon us with "freedom of 
*' commerce and sailors'* rights" inscribed 
on his flag. Nothing is more probable. 
Indeed, it is quite certain, that the " bits 
44 of striped bunting" will bear this motto, 
if our King revives his orders of impress- 
ment. But the likely thing is, that his 
Majesty will not revive those orders ; and 
then we shall have the happiness to see 
ourselves Kving in peace and friendship 
witlrthe people of America, and shall be 
grateful .to his Majesty for the blessing. 

But has tho Republic gained nothing by 
the war ? H:ts she gained no English 
ships ? Has she gained no renown ? Have 
the affairs of the Guerriere, the Macedo- 
nian, the Java, the Peacock, the Avon, 
those of Lakes Erie and Cbamplain, and 
Mobil le and Pcnsacola, and Fort Erie and 
Fort Morean; have these memorable ac- 
tions, and many others, yielded her nothing 
in point of reputation in the world ? Is it 



nothing to Have been able, with her infant 
navy, to have resisted with success the ma- 
ritime power of England single-handed ? 
Is it nothing to have called forth the admi- 
ration of the world by acts of bravery like 
that of the General Armstrong privateer at 
Fayal ? Is it nothing to have made her 
implacable enemies in England express 
tbeir mortification at seeing her citizens in 
Europe complimented wherever they go, in 
consequence of her success against such* a 
mighty Power ? Is it nothing to have 
proved to the world, that, let who will at* 
tack her, she stands in need of no foreigd 
aid ; no hired fighters of other countries j 
but that her own citizens are equal, not 
only to her defence, but to the carrying of 
her " bits of striped hunting" in triumph 
into every sea against even a superior 
force ? Is it nothing to have shewn, that, 
in the midst of such a war, which most 
people thought put her very existence in 
jeopardy, she has doubled, nay quadrupled, 
her naval force, including her numerous 
important captures from us ; and that she 
has steadily proceeded in the extension of 
her naval plans, buildings and arsenals ?— 
Is it nothing to have proved, that herCo- 
vernmer.t, though free as air, is perfectly 
adequate to the most perilous of warts ? Is 
it nothing to have thus entitled herself to 
the confidence of other nations, and made 
her friendship an object to be sedulously 
sought after by every Power of Europe \ 
and to have done this, too, in a war in 
which it was published, that all these 
Powers had, by a secret article in the 
treaty of Paris, bound themselves not to 
interfere ? Is it nothing to have shewn, that 
she wanted the interference of none of them; 
that she wa3 able, single-handed, to fight 
her own battles, and to eome ont of the 
contest, not only unmutilated, but covered 
with glory ? Is it nothing for her Chief 
Magistrate •, for that very Mr. Madison, 
whom our malignant and insolent writers 
and others marked out to be DEPOSED ; 
is it nothing for Americans to have Been 
this tbeir plain fellow citizen, with a salary 
of less than 6,00Q pounds a year; with no 
heralds, guards, or gilded coaches, conduct- 
ing her affairs, through this trying season, 
with so much ability, so much firmness, 
and, at the same time, with such tender- 
ness for liberty, as to reft ain from a resort 
even to the mild law of his country against 
those who have made use of that liberty for 
purposes of the blackest and basest treason > 
Is this nothing, you venal English wi iters c 
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Is this tiotbing ? Is it nothing to hear the 
Chief Magistrate of a country say* u let 
u my calumniators alone ; let the tiaitors 
*' to freedom and America proceed ; I rely 
" on the good sense and the virtue of the 
" people ; the cause is the people's, and 
" they will be roy defenders r" Is this, 
too, nothing gained ? 

Yes, it is a gain, not only to America 
bat to mankiud ; for who will now be im- 
pudent enough to assert, that political free- 
dom, that religious freedom, that a press 
if holly uncontrolled, are incompatible with 
national safety in times of war? Who, 
mpon the ground of a probability of inva- 
sion, will call for a suspension of the laws 
made for the security of men's liberty and 
lives, when the world has now seen the 
Republic of America declared in a state of 
rigorous blockade, mighty fleets and armies 
at the months of her hat hours and rivers, 
her soil invaded at several points, her 
towns and villages bombarded or plundered, 
and her capital itself in flames, without 
producing the suspension, even for an hour, 
of any law, and without arresting or divert- 
ing the ordinary and gentle course of jus- 
tice for a single moment ? 

I need say no more. Here is the ob- 
ject on which the friend of freedom will 
rivet his eyes. Here is a dagger to the 
heart of tyranny; and, at such, it is worthy 
of feeing presented to you. The total 
overthrow of the Aristocratical Faction in 
America ; an immense emigration to that 
country; her consequently rapid increase 
of population and power'; the creation of a 
peat maritime force in the Republic; the 
independence of South America. These are 
amongst the consequences to be expected ; 
hot that -consequence, which I consider of 
more importance than all the rest, is, the 
benefit which the cause of freedom will re- 
ceive from the example of America, now 
lecome so conspicuous a nation. Away 
now, with all their trumpery about Poland^ 
and Saxony, and Belgium, and the Con- 
gress of Vienna ! Let them do what 4hey 
tike with the Germans and the Cossacks, 
and the Dutch ; let them divide them vnd 
subdivide them in any manner that they 
please; let them whisker tbem or knight 
them according to their fancy. We can 
mw look to growing millions of free and 
enlightened citizens, descended from the 
same ancestors, and speaking the same lan- 
guage, with ourselves, inhabiting an exten- 
sive and fertile country, tendering food and 
freedom to the miserable and oppressed of 



every other climes, and a PRESS for the 
promulgation v of those truths, which these 
unfoitunate beings have so long been com' 
pelled to suppress. 

I am, with the greatest regard and re- 
spect, your faithful and most obedient ser- 
vant, \YM. COBBETT. 

■ ■ ■ ■ ' ' ■ ii — ■— — — *— — 

America. ' 

Mr. CoBBEtt. — According to my esti- 
mate of the value of public writings k is, 
and has been long, my firm persuasion, that 
your Weekly Register has already ef- 
fected, and will ultimately accomplish,, 
more towards enlightening mankind on 
their true political and moral rights, than 
all the other productions of the press pot 
together. The originality of your views j 
the extent and importance of your facts ; 
the luminous correctness of your specula 4 
tions ; and the peculiarly energetic force 
of your style, unite to rcuder you an author 
most eminently and nsefuily instructive.—* 
May your valuable life and health be long 
preserved, for the furtherance of all that is 
most * dear and estimable in human exis- 
tence. The observations with which yon 
are at present elucidating the political state 
of America, and the British contest with 
that nation, must be read by all who are 
not determined «c be deceived, 0* who are x 
not destitute' of the commonest characte- 
ristics of human reason, with the utmost 
gratification. It is impossible to view 
facts placed in the clear light in which 
you are weekly exhibiting them, without 
rejoicing thai such a writer as yourself 
exists, and that so fair an opportunity is 
afforded to all who can read, to know cor- 
rectly the real condition and circumstances 
of the American contest. That a large- 
majority of the British nation is, as 
it were, identified with the Govern- 
ment, and would be identified with any 
Government that had equal patronage 
in its disposal, there ean be no doubt.— 
Persons so situated, are not to be reasoned 
with ; they will listen to no argument, 
but will bluster, blunder, and calumniate, 
until they conceive they have effectually 
borne down all opposition to their precon- 
ceived and predetermined vices. American 
bravery is their horror, and American 
triumph the real torment of these infa- 
tuated and all but enfuriatcd people. Al- 
though they grumble at the Property Tax, 
they begin to speak in the language of 
Alderman Curtis, that the grievances of 
that impost muat be endured until the 
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Yankees stall have been " confoundedly 
"flogged." They fondly imagine that 
another yearns Property Tax, or the ex- 
penditure of nboutJi/iccri millions, will se- 
cure British Tories the enviable triumph of 
thU flagellation. Could I remove, Sir, 
' with all those who coincide with me in 
' opinion on this subject, from this land of 
flogging and flogged people, it would be to 
rue most ample revenge to have the abettors 
©f this flogging scheme compelled to pay 
the Property Tax, the price of the flogging, 
until that Aldermanic castigation shall 
have been actually inflicted. Happy Ame- 
rica ! and thrice happy Americans, who 
are too enlightened, too free, and too 
brave, ever to be liable to the pcdagogal 
vengeance of a degenerated and fallen 
people* An Admirer of American 

Dec. 26, 1814. Republicanism. 



St. Domingo. — While our unprincipled 
press was busily employed in proclaiming a 
crusade against freedom, and it3 partisans 
in America, it now appears, if the annexed 
documents arc authentic, that a scheme, 
equally diabolical, to destroy every vestige 
of liberty in the^ world, was entertained by 
the fell fiends of corruption. At least, 
such a scheme, it must be believed, existed 
•onie where, if these documents are not 
proved to be forgeries. The Courier and 

. the Times have published them as genuine, 
though the latter pretends that the project 
was " totally dissonant from the scnti- 
" raents impressed on the mind of Louis 
" XVJIT. by education." Who ever heard 
of the sentiments inculcated on the mind 
of any Prince, affording a complete se- 
curity that he would never outrage hu- 
manity ? or who will say that a virtuous 
education ought to screen him from cen- 
sure, should the conduct of his Ministers, 
Or agents acting by his authority, be in- 
consistent with the principles of justice ? 
-—As to what the 1'imcs calls " the base 
** lie which imputed the suggestion of 
** such infernal wickedness to British coun- 
** cils," I have only at present to say, that 
I trust this will be made manifest to all 
the world, and that some more respectable 
channel will be employed for that purpose, 
than the prostituted and polluted columns 
of that newspaper. The following are the 
documents :— 

» KINGDOM OF HAYTI. 

Minmles of the Sittings of the Council Central 
of the Nation. 
This day, the 2 lit of October* 1814. 
the Uth jcar of the independence of 



Hayti, and 4th of bit Majesty** reign, the 
grand dignitaries, the civil administrative, 
and military officers of the kingdom, were 
convoked in a Council Extraordinary, at the 
palace of San-souci, to take into considera- 
tion the documents which it pleated the 
King, our Sovereigo, to submit to their con* 
sideration. — The said officers, in full dress, 
were introduced and placed according tu> 
their respective ranks, by the Baron Sicard, 
Master of the Ceremonies. His Majesty, our 
august Sovereign, soon after entered the 
Hall, having on his left his Royal Highnesa 
the Prince Royal, and preceded by the Great 
Officers of the Crown ; he was saluted on all 
sides by acclamations of five le Hoy ! His 
Majesty, having taken his seal on the thrones 
delivered the following discourse :— -'* Hay- 
tians, — We have assembled you in a General 
Council of the nation, in order to commu- 
nicate to you certain letters and papers, 
which we have received from the French 
General Dauxion Lavaysse, the envoy of his 
Majesty Louis XVII I. Haytians, deliberate 
on these writings with that calmness and 
wisdom which beat freemen, who have con- 
quered their independence at the expence of 
their blood. Meditate upon them, in fine, 
in a manner befitting functionaries who re- 
present the nation, and who, in that capacity* 
have to pronounce on its fate, and on the 
dearest intercuts of their fellow-citizens."—- 
The Count Liroouade, Secretary of State, 
Miuisleiufor Foreign Affairs, then read the 
following documents : — 

Letter of General Dauxion Lavaysse* dated 
Kingston, Oct 1. 1 814, and oddyssed to 
General Henry Chri$lophe y Suj rente Head 
of the Government of the North rf Hayti. 
*• General, — You have been informed of 
the important mission with which I have been 
entrusted to your Excellency ; and on aiw 
riving here it was my intention to address ' 
you and General Pelion simultaneously : for 
I am not come, as you well know, as a mes-^ 
sender of discord, but as the precursor of 
peace and reconciliation. A few days after 
my arrival here, I, as well as my companion 
on the voyage, Mr.Dravcinan, paid the usual 
tribute to the climate; and I have here 
found only one man in wfyom I could place 
confidence to aid me with his pen as Secre- 
tary. However, 1 have communicated with 
some estimable persons, who, I am assured, 
possess your confidence, and who have con- 
firmed what fame had already taught me of 
you. But before communicating directly 
with your Excellency, it becomes my duty to 
obtain the roost accurate information with 
regard to you, and as to every thing which 
it is of importance for ray mission to learn ; 
ami 1 confess, with pleasure, to vour Excel- 
lency, that all that 1 now know, has added 
greatly to my hopes, and encouraged me t# 
address you with the frankness of a soldier, 
and with that interest which cannot be re- 
fused to those who have followed the military 
career. The virtuous King, who is at last re- 
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•to red to France, — tlial King, equally admi- 
rable fur the firmness and the mildness of 
his character, for the extent of his intel- 
ligence, and his contempt of every illiberal 
prejudice, — Louis XVIII, lamented more 
than any one the atrocious measures 
adopted a»-*i«ist General Toussaint at the 
peace of 1802. That Chief, loyal and en- 
lightened, had, with almost the whole of the 
inhabitants of Hayti, taken up arms in fa* 
Tour of Che royal cause. He supported it 
several wears Kith energy, and had re-es- 
iabiisbea order and cultivation in Hayti, 
to the most astonishing extent. But when 
all Europe was bent under the yoke of 
Bonaparte, he felt thai submission to that 
recognized tyrant became a matter of neces- 
sity. None of the acts of Gen. Toussaint 
we re declaratory of independence; but Bona- 
parte, either to sacrifice a portion of the im- 
mense * armies which embarrassed him on 
the peace, or to lay hold of imaginary trea- 
sures, sent an array to St. Domingo, when he 
ought only to have sent rewards. The effect 
of this barbarous expedition was a second 
destruction of the colony, and the loss of 
General Toussaint. The king would have 
considered this loss as irreparable, had not 
your Excellency succeeded to the power of 
that celebrated man ; and convinced that you 
are perfectly well-informed as to vour true 
interests, and as to every thing that lias taken 
place in Europe; certain thai the welfare of 
jour conn try, your own, and that of your 
family and friends, will serve as the rule of 
your conduct, he has not doubted that you 
wilt act towards him as Toussaint would have 
acted if uow alive. I bring you, therefore, 
General, by the orders of that august Sove- 
reign, words of satisfaction and peace ; and 
though, from the height of his throne, the 
most brilliant in Europe, he commands an 
army of 500,000 men, he has sent me singly 
to treat with you about your interests. We 
are no longer in the time of Bonaparte ; all 
the Sovereigns of Europe had leagued to 
pull down that usurper, all remain united 
in order to secure the tranquillity of all parts 
of the world. At this moment you may be- 
hold England punishing, at 1,500 leagues dis- 
tance, the United States of America, who had 
dared to lend their support to the enemy of 
order and of ihe repose of the world * already 
the capital of that new empire has been com- 
mitted to the flames ; already its chief is 
flying ; for not until these United States shall 
aro feu the principles of the Sovereigns of 
Europe, will England cease to overwhelm 
them with the weight of her terrible ven- 
geance : thus, as long as there shall remain a 
point on the globe where order is not re-esta- 
blished, the Allied Sovereigns will not lay 
down their arms; they will remain united. 
in order to finish their great work. If 

* Almost all these troops had served under 
Woreatt, to whom tbey were very much attached; 
trot the GeirersU were mostly partisans of Bona- 
isvte* 



you doubt this truth, General, your Ex* 
cellency has only to consult, by means 
of your agents, the dispositions of Eng- 
land, late the enemy of France, now her 
most faithful All*, and they will attesl 
the truth of what 1 lave now said. « 
General, if Bonaparte, with a great part of the 
forces of France, sunk under the mass of the 
forces of the Allies, who now can resist 
France united to all Europe, — Frauce be- 
come the ally of England ? And who doubts 
that Bonaparte must have rapidly consum- 
mated the infernal work of destruction 
which he begau in 1802. if in 1803 England 
had not declared war against France, and 
thus broken, by its immense fleets, the com- 
munication, between France aud St. Domin- 
go ? Every thing has been foreseen iu tho 
treaty of peace between the Sovereigns of 
Europe- Not aware of the prudence and tho 
principles of your Excellency, it was sup- 
posed that you might hesitate as to tno 
course which you ought to pursue ; and it 
was agreed, that, in order to replace the po- 
pulation of Hayti, which, in such event, 
would be totally annihilated by the masses of 
force brought against it, it was necessary 
that France should continue for several 
years the African Slave Trade, with tho 
double view of replacing the hands employed 
in cultivation, and forming soldiers, in imi- 
tation of the English. It would, doubtless, 
be useless to enter into details with a man 
of so superior an understanding as your Ex- 
cellency; but it is proper, perhaps, that 
those great considerations should be pre- 
sented to the persons whom your Excellency 
honours with your confidence. If the al- 
liance of the Powers of Europe has had for 
its object the restoration of order, and the 
fall of the Usurper who incessantly disturbed 
it, the august Monarch*, who are parties to/ 
that alliance, did not on that ground display 
less esteem for the meritorious supporters of 
the glory and independence of France.; for 
Hiose illustrious warriors who, during 25 
years of calamities, never deserted the pjst 
of danger, and who saved their country boib 
from the horrors of civil war, and the dis- 
grace of dismemberment. The most wise 
and generous of Kings, the virtuous Louis 
XVIII. has felt more sensibly than any of 
his great Allies the claims which these brave 
men had to the royal munificence, as well as 
the public gratitude : they are uow loaded 
with honours'; they enjoy immense fortunes, 
aud they bless the events which have given 
to their superb establishments that stability 
which an usurper could never have confer- 
red. Follow their example, General; pro- 
claim Louis XVIII. in Hayti, as they have 
proclaimed him in France, and not only ho- 
nour and rewards await you, tmt those whom 
you designate shall receive marks of the sa- 
tisfaction of our Sovereign, and of the gra- 
titude of ourcountrv; and the eivpire of 
prejudices, which is destroyed wi'h the late 
regime, shall jprovc no obstacle to these re- 
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wards befog made equal to the greatness 
of the services performed to the King.— 
Doubtless,, if Bonaparte, from the height 
of the French throue, addressed to yon the 
words of which I am now the bearer,! should 
lament jour confiding in them. His success 
in policy was due to his deceitful arts, his 
perfidy equalled the power of his arms, and 
General Toussaint was not the only one who 
found out this by cruel and fatal experience : 
but the legitimate King of France, the august 
successor of go m.iny illustrious Sovereigns, 
the descendant of St. Louis and Henry IV., 
has doubtless no need of the vile resorts of 
an usurper; his royal word is as sacred as 
his race is ancient and venerable ; and Louis 
XVIII. has said, like one of his magnanimous 
ancestors, " that if good faith was banished 
the earth, it should still be found in the 
heart of Kings." — Thus, then, what he pro- 
mises you, General, will be firm and stable: 
you cannot doubt if. But perhaps there are 
among your' Generals persons wno fear lest 
the cntefs sent by the King, forgetting the 
instructions which they shall have received, 
and permitting themselves to be influenced 
by Creoles and Emigrants, may re-establish 
gradually the regime of prejudices. But be- 
lieve me. General, the reign of prejudices is 
terminated for ever. It will as little revive 
hi the French colonies as in France ; and 
who can suppose that they still exist in the 
latter country, when, by the side of the Mon- 
morenrys, the Rolums, the Perigord&, &c 
are seated the Sou Us, the Suchcts, the Des- 
sollcs, &c — when men of such different 
origin, though, equally illustrious, the one 
class for their own high exploits, and the 
other for those of their ancestors, sit as 
equals in the Chamber of Peers, and equally 
participate in the high dignities of the 
State? The King, hm> wishes that be* 
nefits be every where equally dispensed, vill 
doubles act in (his instance like the Mo- 
nan hs of Spain and Portugal, who, by Li- 
ters of white,pve an individual, whatever he 
his ctfUnir, the privileges of a white. His 
royal p»wer,which has equalised the (toys, the 
Sonlts, the Suchets, with the Montmorency's 
and the Rohan*, by an act of munificence 
and equity which all France applauded, can 
in like manner make an^tro, or a mulatto, 
equal before the throne an J the Jaw, and in 
the intercourse of social l.te, to the fairest 
man in Picardy — You will not £orce us, Ge- 
neral, to convert into soldiers the negroes, 
whom we are at this moment purchasing on 
tbe Cj»ast of Africa ; you will not force us to 
employ all possible means of destructions 
you will not expose yourselves to witness the 
deserliou of your battalions, who will soon 
be informed that the French discipline, the 
most perfect in the world, does not euforce 
that excessive severity whirh yoii have so 
often exercised ; wo know all, your means of 
defence. When I say you, I mean the per- 
sons who are under your orders; for I be- 
lieve you have too sound a bead, too enlight- 



ened and noble an understanding, not to be 
satisfied with becoming a great lord, or a 
gencrat'officer, under that ancient dynasty of 
the Bourbons, which Providence, in despite 
of all human Calculations, seems to take a 
pleasure in perpetuating on the throne of our 
dear France; you will prefer becoming an 
illustrious servant of the great sovereign c,f 
the French, to the fate, more than preca- 
rious, of a chief of revolted slaves. And if 
examples are necessary to lead you to imita- 
tion, behold the Generals Murat and Berna- 
dotte, who had been for several years chiefs* 
or kings, of nations whom their arms have 
illustrated, nobly descending from the thrones 
to which the effects of the French Revolatiou 
had raised them. Behold them, 1 say, nobly 
and votuotarif y descending from these thrones, 
in order to become great and illustrious 
Lords, and preferring legitimate and durable 
titles for themselves ana their posterity, to 
the odious and precarious title of usurpers. 
For, do not deceive yourself, General,-— the 
Sovereigns of Europe, although they have 
made peace, have not returned the sword into 
the scabbard; doubtless you are not igne* 
rant of what every body in Europe knows, aU 
though a thing not yet diplomatically pub- 
lished* — that the principal articles of the com- 
pact, which all the European Sovereigns have 
just signed, on their royal honour, is to unite 
their armies, if need be, and to lend each 
other all necessary aid, in order to destroy alt' 
the Governments which have been the offspring- 
of the French Revolution, whether in Europe* 
or in the NcwWorld. KNOW, ALSO, THAT 
IT IS GREAT BRITAIN, WHO IS THB5 
CENTRE OF AND PRINCIPAL PARTY 
TO THIS CONVENTION : to which, a few 
months, sooner or later, every Government 
will find it necessary to submit : every Ge» 
remment and every Potentate who shall re* 
fuse so to submit, must expect to be treated at 
traitors and brigands: whilst those who vo- 
luntarily and cheerfully shall prove them-' 
selves honest and reasonable enough to ad- 
iiCre to these principles, in contributing to 
(udure the people whom they govern to re- 
turn under the sway of legitimate sovereigns, 
will obtain from, these sovereigns a provision 
and an establishment not less honourable 
than, permanent. — The last consideration, 
which I shall submit to your Excellency is 
that of the morality and loyalty which cha- 
racterise the present Minister of the Marine* 
It is universally knuuu, that, during the rule 
of Hie Coa*liuietit Assembly, where he Con- 
stantly appear* d as one of tbe most zealous} 
defenders of the royal cause, he ever insiste4 
upon the necessity as well as justice^of ame- 
liorating Ibe condition both of the blacks 
and the men of colour. To pronounce tho 
name of Malouet, is at once to recal the me* 
inory of the most exalted virtue, and of in- 
tegrity the most inflexible. Whatever may' 
be promised by such a man will be as certain 
aud as sacred as if (and I ask pardon for tho 
expression) the Deity bad pledged himself to 
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the engagement.— Be pleased to accept, Ge- 
neral* the sentiments of high consideration 
wilts whirh I have the honour to be, &c. 

DAUXiON LAVAYSSE, General." 
*' P.S. Colouel Medina, who is associated 
to my commission, will convey this dispatch 
to your Excellency, and will be found de- 
serving of all your confidence. As a proof 
of the sincere loyalty by which I am ani- 
mated, 1 have subjoined a copy of the letter 
which I have addressed to General Pction. 
It was scarcely written when I was seized 
with an indisposition, which deprived me of 
the honour of addressing your Excellency 
at the same moment." 



LIBERTY AND INDEPENDENCE. 

Sitting of the General Council of the Nation, 
Itst October, 1814, the Eleventh Year of the 
Independence of Hayti, and the Fourth Year 
of his Majesty's Reign.— The following Address 
having been read, it was unanimously agreed, 
list the same should be presented to his Majesty: 
ADDRESS TO THE KING. 

Siaa, — In the annals of the world no example 
can be found of an overture for peace, accom- 
panied by such frightful and disgraceful rircura- 
stances, as that made by the French General 
Dauxion Lavayste, in the name and as the agent 
of his Majesty Louis XVIII.— Nations, Sove- 
reigns, and even individuals, have certain rights, 
which are respected even by the most barbarous 
people, and no one is permitted to violate them. 
Bat if men In general have agreed to respect 
these rights, sanctioned by cubtout and public 
decorum, how much more odious it is that the 
Eavoy of an enlightened Monarch and nation 
has. dared so openly to violate them !— What ! 
the most abominable tyrants, when they wished 
to oppress and impose on people the yoke of ty- 
ranny., employed perfidious means, and con- 
cealed their criminal enterprises by specious pre-. 
texts, because they did not dare openly to vio- 
late public rights ; but the Envoy of the King of 
the French impudently violates every right, and 
offers the greatest of insults to a free people, by 
proposing to them the alternative of slavery or 
death ! And to whom does this vile agent dare to 
address this declaration of the atrocious inten- 
tions of his Government ? to your Majesty, the 
conqueror of the French, the defender of liberty 
and independence, to yon, Sire, who have de- 
voted your whole life to the maintenance and de- 
fence of the indestructible and eternal rights of 
man— to your Majesty, who have always taken, 
as the rule of your conduct and actions, the ho- 
.•oar and glory of the Hayt'mo people ! He dares 
to propose to you to descend from a throne 
where you were placed by the love and grati- 
tude of your fellow citizens !- Oh, extravagance 
of insolence and Jniamy ! He dares to suspect 



your great soul of such ao enormous perfidy ! 
To whom do they dare to speak of masters and 
of staves? To us -to a free and independent 
people— to warriors covered with noble wounds 
received in the field of honour, who have rooted 
up the ancient tree of prejudices and slavery— 
to those warriors who, in a thousand combats, 
have made these barbarous colonists bite the 
dust. And now the remaining colonists who 
escaped our just vengeance, dare still to speak 
of the re-estahlishment of that detested reign 
which we have for ever cast off! No, there shall 
never exist a master nor a slave in Hayti J — 
Could your Majesty have expected such ex- 
cessive insult from a Sovereign whom fame has 
represented as a wise, good, and ,virtunus 
King, instructed In the school of adversity, and 
an enemy of illiberal prejudices? How little 
tioth, Sire, is there in fame, when we compare 
events with her anticipations. The first over- 
ture for peace, the. first words of conciliation 
which are addressed to us in the name of this 
Prince, of whom we had formed so pleasing an 
idea, are outrageous insults. It is proposed to 
men who have been free for 95 years, who still 
have arms in theic^ hands, to lay them down in 
order to take op again the fetters of ignominious 
and barbarous slavery ! In intimating to us these 
horrors, they veil them with the Specious pre- 
text of peace and reconciliation ! They enve- 
lope tfie poniard of treason and perfidy in the 
honourable antf seuWrive mantle of the liberal 
sentiments of justice and humanity of the French 
Monarch toward* us ! But on a sudden this vile 
agent, this anthropophagous monster, changing 
his language, takjug a tone and atrocious cha- 
racter adapted to his odious mission, threatens 
to destroy our race and substitute another.— 
What justice ! what liberality ! what humanity ! 
—From this last proceeding of the French, does 
not every thing shew, that the cause of the Hay- 
tians is distinct from that of the people ? In fact, 
to what people, to what Sovereign, would any 
one have dared to propose conditions so base 
and degrading ? They despise us; they think us 
so stupid as to suppose, that we want the instinct 

which animals posssess Tor their preservation. 

What madness ! what excess of audacity, to dare 
to propose that we shall give ourselves up to the 
French, and stfbmit to their odious dominion t 
Is it for the benefits we have received that we 
should again take up the chains of servitude? Ii 
it for a Sovereign who is altogether a stranger to 
us, who never did any thing for us, that we 
should change our Master? Is it, in Inert, for 
the purpose of being again delivered over io' 
tortures, and of being devoured by dogs, that we 
should renounce the fruits of twenty-five years 
battles ? What, then, have we now in common 
Di|itized by ( 
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with that people ? Have we not broken all the 
bonds that could nnite us with them ? We have 
changed the name, the life, the manners. We 

bear no resemblance to the French these 

people, who never ceased to persecute us, and 
whom we abhor. Why, then, should we submit 
to the fate of being condemned to groan under 

their tyranny and oppression ? Barbarians ! 

TJiey dare to despise us! They think us un- 
worthy of the blessing of liberty and indepen- 
dence! They think that we are not capable of 
sublime sentiments, or of those generous im- 
pulses which form heroes, and make men mas- 
ters of their own destinies! but they are de- 
ceived. Let them know something of the mag- 
nanimity, the energy, and the courage of the 
people whom they dare to ontrage ! Our will is to 
be free ; and we shall be so in spite of tyrants ! — 
Oh! if our cause should be separated from tha t 
of other people ; if injustice should prevail over 
equity in this enlightened age; if our tyrants 
should at length be able to triumph over us, let 
.the glory of the Haytian people at least stand 
unequalled in the annals of nations;— Yes, we 
solemnly pledge ourselves tfyat, sooner than re. 
nounce liberty and independence, our entire race 
t hall be exterminated. But before any French- 
man gains a footing here, let 11 ay ti become a 
vast desert} let our towns, cur manufactures, 
our dwellings, become a prey to the flames. Let 
each of us multiply his force— redouble his ener- 
gy and bis courage, in im li wwii ^ ^o mir jutet fury 
thousands of those tygers who are alienated from 
our blood! Let JJayti present nothing but a 
heap ofruins;let terrified countenances meet 
nothing but sights of death, destruction, and ven- 
geance ! Let posterity have to say, on beholding 
these ruins, * Here lived a free and generous 
people; tyrants wanted to strip them of their 
liberty, but they resolved to perish sooner than 
part with it !' Posterity will applaud this act of 
magnanimity. Ob ! will there be a human being 
so destitute of geuerosity as to refuse us his ad- 
miration, his esteem, and his good wishes?— In 
the political wars carried on among civilized 
States, the armies fight, and the people live in 
peace. But in a war of exterminate n, such as 
that with' which we have been threatened, when 
every man thinks of* defending his home, the 
tombs of bis parents, hi* liberty, his indepen- 
dence, what, do I say ? his very existence, and 
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that of his wife and children, it is then a war 
of man against man ; women aud boys are in a. 
state of war: all are in arms ; all the evil we can 
do our enemy is a sacred duty ; all means of de- 
struction are lawful for us to use. We shall re- 
vive those dreadful examples of exasperation 
among people who terrified the earth J Posterity 
will shudder with horror; but far from blaming 
us, it will only impute these acts to the perversity 
of the age, to tyrants, and to necessity ! But 
this will never happen— it is impossible.— Hay ti 
is invincible ; and justice, as well as the cause 
of justice, will bear her triumphant through all 
obstacles. No, never shall this execrable enter- 
prise take place. There is honour, there is glory 
among the Sovereigns and people of Europe; 
and Great Britain, that Liberator of the World* 
will prevent such an abomination ! 

SPEECH op KING HENRY(CHRISTOPHE) 

IN ANSWER TO THE ADDRESS OF THE GRAND 
COUNCIL OP THE HAYTIAN NATION, RELATIVR 
.TO THE LETTER OP M. DAUXJON LAVAYSSE. 
OCT. 27, 1814. 

Haytiacs ! your sentiments, your generous re- 
solution, are worthy of us : your King shall al- 
ways be worthy of you. Our indignation is at 
its height. Let Hayti, from this moment, be 
only one vast camp ; let us prepare to combat 
those tyrants who threaten us with chains, sla- 
very, and death. Haytians ! the whole world 
has its eyes fixed upon us ; our conduct must con- 
found our calumniators, and justify the opinion 
which philanthropists have formed of us. Let us 
rally— let us have but one and the same wish-* 
that of exterminating our tyrants. On the una- 
nimous co-operation of our union, of our efforts, 
will depend the prompt success of our cause. 
Let us exhibit to posterity a great example of 
courage ; let us combat with glory, and be ef- 
faced from the rank of nations, rather than re- 
nounce liberty and independence. A King, we 
know how to live and die like a King : you 
shall always see us at your head, sharing in your 
perils and dangers. Should it so happen that we 
cease to exist before consolidating your rights, 
call to mind our actions ; and. should our tyrants 
so far succeed as to endanger your liberty and 
independence, disinter my bones; they will 
still lead yon to victory, and enable you to tri- 
umph over our implacable and eternal enemies. 
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AMERICA. 

Peace being now lu>ppily concluded 
with the country of freedom, it will not 
be necessary for me to occupy so large 
a portion of the Register, as I lately 
have, with observation* relating to it. 
But, still this country, now nearly as 
much above %ll others in military and 
naval prowess as she is, and long has 
been, in civil, religious, and political 
liberty; still this favoured country, 
thU asylum and example to the op- 
pressed of all other nations, must con- 
tinue to be a deeply interesting object 
with every one, wltont I wish to see 
amongst rny readers. I shall, there- 
fore, in future, write of the affairs of 
America under one general title, num- 
bering the several articles from No. I, 
onwards. — Previous to the war, I wrote 
scleral articles, under the form of 
Letters and otherwise; during the war 
a great many more. And, I am of 
opinion, if all these were collected to-, 
gether, from the month of Jury, 1810, 
to the 14th of this present month of 
January, 1816, they would be found 
to contain as good a history of this im- 
jwrtant struggle, as is likely to appear 
u any other shape. Hie rise, the pro- 
cress/the termination, are all here to be 
found very amply detailed'. The views 
on both sides ; the passions, the pre- 
judices ; the means, made use of to 
delude the people of England. The 
effect of the result of the contest on 
Men's minds. All will here be found 
to have been faithfully recorded; that 
h to say, as iar as I have dared to go ; 
and for the restraint, which I have 
been under, and for which do human 
ingenuity could have compensated, the 
judicious and impartial reader will 
make a suitable allowance. This, 
however, is only said as to «ur vide of 
the water; for, ? in the country of free- 
dom, the naked truth will be told. 
There every man will write and publish 
ttAof ht phases; there discussions will 



be really free ; there no man will trem- 
ble while he writes; and there truth 
must and will prevail.— It is often ob- - 
served, that history, to be impartial, 
must be written long after the date of 
the events of Which it is a record* 
This k a strange notion. It is so con* 
trary to every rule of common life, 
that it naturally staggers one. If we 
want to keep our accounts, or the re* 
cords of any proceedings in hfe, accu» 
ratefy, we never lose a moment in 
minuting the facts down as they oc- 
cur. If evidence is given from a writ- 
ten I^per, it must, to make the evi- 
dence good, have been written at the . 
moment that the facto occurred. How 
strange, then is it, that, for history to 
be true, k roust be written a century* 
or two, after the period, to which it 
relates | That is to say; that, to'cotnf 
at the real truth et aey national oc- 
currence, m order to arrive at * just 
decision upon the conduct of a nation, 
you must enter upon the inquiry after 
all the witnesses are dead, and after 
all the springs, hidden from common, 
eyes, and which no man. hat dared to 
record an account of in print, axe wholly 
forgotten and are sunk, forever, out v£ 
sight It is said, that, at the time 
when the events occur, the historian 
is too near to the passions andpre/is- 
dioeo of the Jimes, and is too likely to 
partake of them. But, at a hundred 
years after the events, what has he to 
refer to but writings of the times; and, 
how, then, is he more likely to get at 
the truth I We suppose the historian 
to seek earnestly for truth; and is ha 
more likely to get at it, when all the 
springs are forgotten and all the wit- 
nesses' dead, than when he has access 
to them all ? — The real state of the 
case is this: the historian DARES 
NOT write a true history of present 
evsnts, and a true description of the 
character of public institutions, estab- ! 
lishments, laws, and men, in any coun- 
try except America, Truth, in £sf* 
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land, "may be a LIBEL; Kbels are 
punished more severely than the great- 
est part of felonies, as my Lord Folk- 
STOtfE shewed, in the House of 
Commons, from an ex a min ation of the 
Newgate Calendar; and, it is well 
known, that in answering a charge of 
libel, the TRUTH of what you have 
written, or published, is not allowed 
EVEN TO BE GIVEN IN EVIDENCE. 
This is the real, and the only ground 
for pretending, that history ought to be 
written lortg after the period to which 
it relates. But, how are you bettered by 
length of time t It is a libel here to speak 
evu of the dead. The dead villain must 
not, if it give Offence to certain persons, 
be truly -characterized ; and, remember, 
that the sources, to which the historian 
has to refer, are precisely those which 
have been created under this law of libel. 
In the great Republic of America, the 
etase ii wholly different. There, any man 
amy publish any thing that he pleases of 
public matures, or public mm, provided 
that he confine himself to truth in what 
he asserts to be facts. There any opinions 
may be published; but, here, even opi- 
nion* expose writers, printers, and pub- 
lishers to punishment; and, observe, 
that that which * man may say in a 
private letter, is held to be pub- 
Ushcd, and if determined to be bbel- 
lous, liable to punisbmeut— Well may 
•we hold it to be a maxim, that the 
'writing of history Ought to be delayed 
until a remote period; but it would be 
m much more sensible maxim, that no 
history, written under such circum- 
stances, (with ,a law that punishes libels 
<on the deed) ought ever to be regarded 
as say thing better than a sort of poli- 
tical romance. There is no. reason, 
feowever, why a history of this war 
should not immediately be written, and 
.published in the Republic, with whom, 
-thank the Ministers, and the President, 
and the brave Republicans, we are new 
at peace. From that country we may 
•now receive such a history. It might 
-be a little too strong to be published 
here; or even to »be sold here. But; 
those who wished for copies might get 
them through private channels; though, 
I ought to observe, for the good of the 
unwary, that to lend a book, or, to shew 
a. book, to another person, is to publish 
a. book in the eye of our sharp-lighted 



and animated pen, set to work on this 
fine subject, a subject so closely con- 
nected with the cause of Freedom all 
over the world, there is no doubt of its 
obtaining circulation, even in England; 
and while it would be sure, by means 
of a French translation, to be read all 
over the Continent, where it must pro- 
duce a prodigious effect. But I hope 
to see nothing of the maudling kind; 
nothing of the milk and water ; nothing 
of the " gentlemanly" sort ; no mincing 
of the matter. But, a real, true, his- 
tory, applying to persons and acts the 
appellations which justice assigns them. 
If such a work were published, rather 
than not possess a copy, I would make 
one of my sons traverse the Atlantic, 
expressly to fetch it to me. I hope, 
however, that some man, in America, 
who feels upon the subject as I feel, 
will take the trouble to convey to me 
by a safe hand (not through the Post 
Office) a copy or two of the first work 
of the above description that shall ap- 
pear. But mind, I should despise any 
history which should not speak of 
ALL the actors, on both sides, without 
the smallest regard to the humbug and 
palaver of the day, applying to their 
actions and -their characters, and their 
motives, the plainest as well us tlie 
truest of epithets and terms. I want 
to have it all out. I am not much dis- 
posed to be unhappy. I never meet 
calamity half way. But really, such a 
work; the reading of such a work, and 
hearing my children read it, would 
make up tor years of misery, if I had 
passed such; and it would be much 
more than a compensation for all the 
sufferings of my life. In short, I have 
set ray heart on this thing, and, if I am 
disappointed, I shall be grieved more 
than I ever yet have been; ten thou- 
sand times more than I was, wljen I 
heard the sentence of Judge Grose 
on me of two year's imprisonment in 
Newgate, a thousand pounds fine to 
the King, and seven years bound to 
good behaviour afterwards, in bonds of 
$,000 pounds, for having written about 
the flowing * of English local militia- 
men at Ely, and about German dra* 
goons. But, why should I be disap- 
pointed? Have I not, if no one else 
will take up the pen, a son to take it up 
in the cause of truth and liberty 1 The 



libel law. Nevertheless, if some able] world is uid<; and now it is- open. 
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la the mean while let us not neglect 
that which is yet within our own power. 
We ought to keep the Republic con- 
stantly before our eyes. Though we 
make her less the subject of observa- 
tion than we have done for some time 
past, we ought never to lose sight of 
hex. The enemies of liberty are al- 
ways on the y/atch*to assail, through 
her sides, the object of their mortal 
hatred; and, therefore, we ought to 
lose no occasion of facing and of fight- 
ing them. In order to facilitate refer- 
ence, and to give something of unifor- 
mity of arrangement to the matter in 
the Register, relating to America, I in- 
tend to insert, under one general head, 
all such matter of my own writing, and 
to mention under that general bead the 
several topics treated o£ in the following 
manner. 

No. I. 

America.— Mr. Hunt's motion and 
Sir John Cox Hippislky's speech re- 
specting her.— The Courier's attack on 
Mr, Binns, a publisher at Philadelphia. 

At a Meeting of the county of Somer- 
set, on the 9th instant, a curious occur- 
rence took place with regard to the peace 
with America. I will nrst give the ac- 
count of it from the Times newspaper 
of die 16th instant, and make on it such 
observations as most naturally present 
themselves. The reader should first be 
informed, however, that the meeting was 
teld for the purpose of discussing a pe- 
tition to Parliament against the Property 
Tax 9 or Tax upon Income, which tax 
ought, by law, to expire in a few months* 
but which tax it is supposed the govern- 
ment means to propose the continuation, 
or revival. — The following is the report of 
the Times:—" On Monday last, at the 
" meeting of the freeholders, &c. holden 
" at Wefls, to petition Parliament for the 
" repeal of the Property-tax,after the busi- 
1 " ness of the day was disposed of (an ac- 
'** count of which has already appeared 
** in this paper).-~-Mr. Hunt rennwked, 
** that the meeting should not disperse 
* *' without expressing Hs thankfulness to 
" those by whose efforts peace fiad been 
" made between us and Ameriea- He 
" therefore read a resolution, which he 
44 sjAB^t^fortbe^approbationr/That 
* x the thanks of this meeting are due to 
4i those i>y whose exertions* peace with* 
M the Americans, ^he onjy free remain- 
" i^g people in the world, has been re* 



" stored to this country " Sir J. C. 
" Hippisley could see no reason what- 
". ever for calling the Americans the only 
" free people in the world, and should 
" certainly divide the meeting if the 
" motion were persisted in. It was a 
" libel on our own country; for his 
" part, he HATED THE AMERICANS 
" They were, a set of slave* to the Go- 
" vernment of France, .and — (some ex- 
" pressions of disapprobation arose) when 
" Mr. Dickinson said, that he certainly 
" must join in deprecating the resohi- 
" tion. He hoped the meeting would 
" not consent to compliment any nation 
" at the expense of our own, and of 
" every other in the globe* He had 
" considerable reason for believing, that 
" the Congress at Vienna was now em- 
" ployed in endeavouring to unripet the 
" chains of the suffering 4f **"***>' wn* 
" engaged, , as the Powers of Europe 
"were, in so sacred a cause, he could 
" not consent that any aspersion,* direct 
" or indirect, should be cast upon them* 
" Mr. Hunt then requested the Sheriff 
" to put the resolution, which, upon the 
" shew of hands, was negatived by a 
« wy considerable majority." Whether 
there be any free country in the world, 
still remaining, besides the Republic of 
America, is a question, that \ do not 
choose to decide, or to give my opinion 
upon. But, I cannot help observing, 
that the question was decided in the nega- 
tive by a meeting of the county of So* 
merset only by *'• a considerable majority f 
and, I must further observe, that the re* 
port of this "considerable majority" comet 
to us through the Times newspaper ; that 
channel of skuriMike abuse of America 
and all that is American. Let it be re* 
membered, too, that the power of de- 
ciding who had the majority lay wholly 
and absolutely with the Sheriff, who is 
an officer appointed by the crown/ This 
being the case, the words, " considerabla 
" majority'' will be pretty well understood 
to mean any thmg out a large majority ; 
and, perhaps, some people may doubt 
whether there was any majority at all* 
At any rate, the County of Somerset 
divided upon the question of, whether 
America was, or was not, the only frea 
country left in the world. * This was, at 
least, a question for which many were w 
the affirmative. It was received and put to 
the vote without any marks of disappro* 
bating; while, on the otto band, b# 
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was hissed, who said that he hated tbellishedas vours. But, Sir John, why d# 
Americans, and who called them the yotitt ATE the Americans? You cannot. 



slaves of the French Government. And 
why, good Sir John, do you hate the 
Americans ? What have they done to 
you ? You say, that they are the slaves 
of the Government of France ; but you 
do not find it convenient to produce any 
proof of what vou say. This, Sir John, 
is one of the old state falsehoods of the 
Times newspaper, which you are retailing 
at second-hand like a Grub-street pedlar, 
You are, in this instance, a poor crawl- 
ing imitator of a wretched grinder of paid- 
for paragraphs. Prove, or attempt to 
prove what you say. Attempt, at least, 
to prove, that the Americans arc the 
slaves, or have been,- the slaves of the 
French ; or, ^ou must be content to go 
about saddled with the charge of having 
made an assertion, without being cither 
able or willing to shew it to be true. I 
assert, that the Americans were not, in 

• any shape ordegree, subservient to France. 
I assert, that they all alone acted the part 

• of a nation truly independent. I assert, 
that they, in no case, shewed a partiality 
for the Government of Napoleon. If 
any proof were wanted of their having 
placed no reliance upon Fransce, we have 

< it in the feet, the fact so honourable* so 
glorious to tbem, and so unfortunate for 
us; I mean the feet of their continuing 
the contest after Napoleon was put down, 

. and still, as firmly as before, re/using to 
gits up to us one single point, though 

• they saw us allied with all Europe* and 
though they saw the whole of our mon- 
strous force directed against them, having 
no other enemy to contend with. This 
proves that they placed no reliance upon 
France. When they declared war, they 
saw us with a powerful enemy in Europe. 
Upon that circumstance they, of course, 
calculated, as they had a right to do ; 
but, when that enemy, contrary to their 
expectation, was put down all of a sud- 
den,' and the whole of our enormous force 
was bent against America, she was riot in- 
timidated. She still set us at defiance ; 
she' raced us; she fought us; and, at the 
end of a few months, instead of receiving 
a Vice Roi at Washington, as we iiad 
been told she would, she l>rought us to 
makepeace with her without her giving up 
to us one single point of any sort* Den v 
this, if you can, Sir John; and, if \oii 
cannot, answer to the people of Somerset 
for ^^ec N h, ^hich the Times lias pub 




surely, hate them because they pay their 
President only about six thousand pounds 
a year, not half so much as our A pot hr- 
cary General receives. You, surely, 
cannot hate them because they do not 
pay in the gross amount of their taxes 
as much as we pay for the mere collec- 
tion and management of ours. You, 
surely, cannot hate them because they 
keep no sinecure placemen, and no 
pensioners, except ,to such as have ac- 
tually rendered them services, and to 
them grant pensions only by vote of 
their real rejwesentatives. You, surely, 
cannot hate them because, in their coun- 
try, the press is realty free, and truth 
cahoot be a hbel. You, surely, cannot 
hate them because they have shewn 
that a cheap government is, in fact, the 
strongest of all governments, standing in 
no ne^d of the troops or of treason laws 
to defend it in times even of actual 
invasion. You may, indeed, pity them 
because they are destitute of the honour 
of being governed by some illustrious 
family; because they are destitute of 
Dukes, Royal and others, of Most Noble 
Marquises, of Earls, Viscounts antj Ba- 
rons; because they are destitute of 
Knights of the Garter, Thistle and Bath, 
Grand-Crosses, Commanders and Com- 
panions; because they are, in spite of 
the efforts of tbeMassachusetts' intriguers, 
still destitute of Illustrious Highnesses, 
Right Honourable*, Honourable), and 
Esquires ; because they are destitute of 
long robes and big wfgs, and see their 
lawyers, of all ranks, in plain coats of 
grey, brown, or blue, as chance may 
determine; because they arc destitute 
of a Church established by law and of 
tythes: you, may, indeed, pity the Re- 
publicans on thes# accounts; but, Sir 
John, it would be cruel to hate them. 
To hate is not the act of a Christian, 
and very illy becomes a man like your- 
self, who has been a hero, a perfect dra- 
gon , in combating the anti-christian prin- 
ciples of tlie French Revolution. Pity, 
the Americans, Sir John. Forgive them. 
Sir John. Prav for thciu, Sir John. But 
do not hate them, thou life and for- 
tune defender of our holy religion. Pray 
that they may speedily have a King and 
Rtoyal Family, with a Commander in fcluef 
add Field Marshals ; that they may have 
a Civil List and Sinecures; (hat they rn^y 
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have Lords, Dukes, Grand-Crosses, 
Clergy, Regular Arav, and tythes ; pray 
for these thing*, in their behalf, as long 
as you please; pray that the Americans 
stay have as good a government as we 
.have; bat, because they have it not, do 
not kate them. I was really very happv 
to perceive, that you were hissed for this 
sentiment, at the County Meeting. I 
was happy to perceive it, because it was 
a sign, that the people of England are 
coming to their senses upon this the most 
important of all subjects. Why could 
you not have expressed yourself in terms, 
less hostile to every generous and humane 
feeling? I confess, that Mr. Hunt's mo- 
tion, Sough if he thought it true, he was 
right in making it, might fairly be objected 
to by anyone who thought differently. But, 
you might have reprobated the endeavour 
to describe England as not free, (if you 
regarded her as being free) without say- 
ing that you hated the Americans. This 
St was, that shocked the meeting, and, 
accordingly it hooted you, as appears 
from the report, as published even by 
the Times newspaper. Every effort 
ought now to be made to produce recon- 
eftatittt with America; and, you appear 
to have dose all that you were able to do, 
to perpetuate the animosities engendered 
b^ the war. Mr. Dkaunson managed 
fan op pos i ti on to the motion more adroitly. 
tie observed, that the holy^war Powers, 
now in Congress at Vienna, were, " he had 
considerable reason to believe," engaged 
in an effort to unrivet the chains' of the 
African slave, and, therefore, he could 
not consent to any motion that might 
oeein to glance against their people being 
ftee. So, Mr. Dickinson concluded, 
ft seems, that, if the " sacred-cause" 
powers should settle unon some genera) 
prohibition against the increase of slaves 
In the West Indies, there cannot possibly 



in slavery; and, that, therefore, it is im- 
possible to believe, that the people of 
Russia, and Germany, and Hungary, are 
not all perfectly free. I dare say, that 
Mr. Dickinson said a great deal more 
upon the subject, and produced facts 
as well as arguments to prove, that Mr. 
Hunt's motion was an unjust attack 
upon those powers ; and, I confess, that 
it would be a great treat to me to see 
those facts upon paper. 

Mr. Binns, a publisher in Philadel- 
phia.— In the Courier of a few days 
back, there appeared an article from an 
American paper, pointing out some of 
the means, which the government of that 
country ought to employ to annoy and 
injure England ; and, the Courier, at the 
head of we article, observes, that it is 
taken from a paper, published by one 
Binns, who was engaged in " the 
" TREASONABLE plot of O'Connor." 
The article contained a very urgent re- 
commendation to the Congress to pass 
efficient laws for providing comfortable 
means of subsistence for English dtr 
serters ; and also to pass laws for the 
destruction of English commerce by Ame- 
rican prhatetrs. Now, it does, and it 
must give one pain to see an Englishman 
exerting with so much zeal, his talents and 
tfee powerful means of the press against 
his native country, that country being 
ours as well as his, and containing, a* 
we know it does, so many excellent in* 
dividuals, such a mass of Industry, in* 
tegrity, and virtue of every sort. But, 
let us be just : let us look at the other 
side ; let us consider the cause of this 
hostility in Mr. Binns ; and every can* 
did man, though he may still, and will 
still be sorry to see, that England has 
such powerful enemies (for a press really 
free is all power) in her own children, 
will be less disposed, I do not say to 



temain any thine like slavery in Russia, ofajae, but certainly less disposed to atms$ 



Prussia, Poland, ' Germany, Bohemia, 
Transylvania, Sclavonia, Italy, Spain, or 
Portugal. I should like to have heard 
Ae^chatn of argument, through which 
fUs member for Somerset arrived at such 
a conclusion from such premises. I sup- 
•lose that it must have been something 
pi this way : That the " sacred-cause" 
powers are aU perfectly sincere in their 
professions ; that, being so, it is impos- 
sible to believe, that they would shew so 
much anxiety for the freeing of the Afri- 
Caot, while they held the* 9WU wtyctf* 



Mr. Binns. • This malignant writer calls 
him a TRAITQR. This is felse. He 
was, indeed, tried on a charge of High 
Treason | bui though the greatest talents 
were employed against him, he was found 
to be « NOT GUILTY'' and was, ac- 
cordtqgly, DISCHARGED by the Judge, 
He was taken up h* virtue of a warrant 
from the Secretary of State, the Habeas 
Corpus Act being then suspended; he 
was imprisoned in the Tower ; he was 
conveyed to Maidstone to be tried ; he. 
was, therede^laied tQ bsNOT GUILTY, 
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and was discharged ; and then he quitted \ 
the country, went to America, there be- 
came a citizen of that country, carrying 
with him the recollection of what he had 
actually undergone, and of the risks that 
he had run in his native land. Besides, 
we must not overlook the state of the 
country at that time, and the dangers, to 
which every man, called a Jacobin was 
exposed. A strong and most curious 
fact, relating to this point, came out on 
Mr. Binns's trial. Mr. Plomer, who 
is now the Vice Chancellor, was a Counsel 
for the prisoners, and a most able Counsel 
he was. Just as the Jury were about to 
be impannelled, he applied to the Court 
to have read the following AFFIDAVIT 
and LETTER, which Letter, as the reader 
will see, was written by a Clergyman of 
the Church of England, named Arthur 
Young, to a Mr. Gamaliel Lloyd, 
bis acquaintance and friend, t sjiali in- 
iert the two documents, just as they stand 
in the State Trials, published in 1798, by 
Mr. Gurney. 

"^Kenttq wit.— The King against 
".James O'Corigly otherwise, called 
*' James Quigley otherwise called James 
*' Johsi Fivey, Artliur &Connor, Esq. 
€t John JBinns, John Allen, and Jeremiah 
^ Leqry, oh a charge of Mgh treason" 

J < Gamaliel Lloyd*, of Bury St £d- 
** munds,, in the county of Suffolk, Esq, 
** maketb oath andsaitn, that be this de- 
* 4 ponent did, on or about the ird day of 
•* May instant, receive the letter here- 
* c unto .annexed from Arthur Young of 
u pradfield* io the county of Suffolk, 

* ClerV^and that he hath frequently re- 
gt ceived " letters and corresponded with 
f * the "said Arthur Young, and that he 
u y'enly believes that the. said' letter is 
gt written by, and in the proper hand wri- 
4 * flug of, the said Arthur Young: And 
V this deponent ' further, sahh', tnat he 
k* _ j -*-ied with the said Ar- 

tlie 10th. day of May 
is Deponent had been 
t of subpoena requiring 
it Maidstone, in the 
,. on the 2ist day of 
h the said annexed let-v 
h occasion this depo- 

ie said Arthur Young 

4t that he ,was so subpoenaed for the 
*' purpose aforesaid, a&d urged the said 

* Arthur Young {o come to Maidstone 
44 aforesaid, and meet the charge, and 
*\ extenuate his fault in the best waj he 



' was aUe, concerning whidh he hesi* 
' tated, but he seemed disposed to 
' come, if there was a place at the 
" coach for him. And this depo- 
" nent further saith, that the mother 
" of the said Arthur Young being 
[< present on the said last mentioned pc* 
" casion, also urged the said Arthur 
" Young to inform her of the names of 
" die Jurors mentioned in the said letter 
" to whom he had spoken, as stated in 
" the said letter, but he refined to com* 
" ply with her said request, whereupon 
" this deponent advised the said Arthur 
" Young to consult Mr. Forbes, an at- 
" toroey, and a relation of his as to what 
" would be best for him to do, ami tp 
" act accordingly, to which he the said 
" Artliur Young seemed to this deponent 
" to assent. 

" Sworn in Cour$ at Maidstone, 
94 the County of Kent, May 21, 
" 1798, before' F. BULLED 

" Gamaliel Lloyd." 
" Dear Sir,— I dined yesterday with 
" three of the Jurymen of the, Blackburn 
" Hundred, who have been summoned to 
" Maidstone to the trial of O^Connpv and 
" Co.; and it is not a little singular* that 
" not one yeoman of this district should 
" have been summoned to an Assise for 
{' this county, na* to any of the Quart** 
" Sessions (excepting the Midsummer) for, 
" more than fifty years. These thxet 
" men are Wealthy yeomen, and parti* 
" zans of the " High Court Party." Now 
" this is as it ought to be, and as they 
" are good formers and muck in my in- 
" teiresi, to be sure I exerted all my ekn 
" quence to convince them now abso* 
" lutely necessary it is, at the present 
" moment, for the security df the realm, 
"THAT THE FELONS SHOULI* 
" SWING. I represented to them, that 
''the acquittal of Hardy and Co. laid 
•' the foundation of the present conspW 
c< racy, the Manchester, London Corresr- 
" ponding, Ac. Ac. / urged them, by 
" all possible mians in my power, TO 
" HANG THJbM THROUGH MERCY, 
" a momenta to others ; that bad the 
" others have suffered, the deep liid coa- 
" spiracy which is coming to light would 
" have' been necessarily trashed in its in- 
" fancy. These ? with many other argti- 
" ments, I pressed, 'with a view that they 
" should go inio Court avowedly dcter- 
" mined in their verdict, NO MATTER 
" WHAT THE EVIDENCE An iajMh 
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cent man committed to gaol never offers 
a bribe to a turnkey tp let him escape, 
O'Connor did this to my knowledge. 
And although THE JUDGE IS SUF- 
FICIENTLY STERN, AND SELDOM 
ACQUITS WHEN HANGING IS 
NECESSARY, the only fear I have is, 
that when the Jury is impannelled, the 
" Blues" may gain the ascendancy. In 
short, I pressed the matter so much 
upon their senses, that if any one of 
the three is chosen, I think something 
may be dene. These three mtn have 
gained their good fortunes by fanning* 
and I think they are NOW thoroughly 
sensible THATTHEY WOULD LOSE 
EVERY SHILLINQ BY ACQUIT- 
TING THESE t ELONS. 1 have teen, 
Sir, that detested shore, that atrocious 
land of despotism, fropi Shakspeare's 
cliffs, Calais steeples, and truly 1 shud- 
dered not at the precipice, but by con- 
templating the vicinity to me of a mis- 
creant crew of hellions vomiting their im- 
potent vengeance, and already satiating 
their bloody appetites upon my country. 
Ah, my good Sir, we are safe ; it is 
next to a moral impossibility that in 
Sussex or Kent they could land in 
force; the batteries, forts, &c. are so 
numerous, that hardly a gap-boat could 
escape being blown to atoms. But 
Ireland, alas ! alas ! it is lost, Sir, I 
fear it is gone. Here Government 'are 
now expending hundreds of thousands 
in fortifying what can never be at- 
tacked ; they are fortifying the Castle 
with out-works, ravelings, counter- 
scarps, and immense ditches, and they 
are absolutely furrowing under the 
rocjis for bprracks ; it is, indeed, a most 
prodigious undertaking, but absolutely 
useless. It is a pity, indeed it is, 
when money js so much wanted, • to see 
it so wantonly wasted, and all done in 
throwing down the cliff upon the beach. 
Remember me to Mrs, L. and your fa- 
mily, assure her we all expect a re- 
publican visitation here. This county 
is split into party ; but I never enter 
the habitation of a yeoman but Tsee 
the sword of its owner suspended i 
glorious sight 1 But the militia, O 
Lord! at Horsham, Shoreham, Ash- 
ford, Battle, Lewes, Brighton, Ring- 
mer, &c. &c. I very seldonj meet 
with a sober man, 'tis nothing but a 
dreary sight of drunkenness. Fine sol- 
dier* in action! their pay, their pay to 



" extravagant. I have now as fine a sight 
" of the chalkhill opposite as ever was 
" seen. The sun is setting upon that 
" vile land, and presents an object not a 
" little disagreeable. 

" Youi^s truly, 
" Dover, May-day. " A f Young. 11 

Addressed w Gamaliel Lloyd, Esg. 

Bury St. Edmunds, Suffolk." 

Now, the reader will bear in mind, that 
Mr. BiNNS would probably have had 
these three men amongst bk iurors, if Mr* 
Lloyd had not made the letter of the 
Reverend Gentleman known. This let- 
ter is an instance of the length, to which 
men went at the time when Mr. Binns 
was prosecuted ; and when he left Eng- 
land. Can any just man say, then, that 
he blames Mr. BlNNs for seeking an 
asylum in America ? And, if be cannot 
blame him for seeking that asylum, 
can he blame him for acting the part of a 
patriotic citken towards his adopted 
country; or, rather, towards the country 
which has adopted him? How great so 
ever may be our sorrow at seeing the 
arms, and the more powerful pens, of 
Englishmen wielded with such effect too, 
against England, our accusations against 
them ought, at any rate, to be confined 
within the bounds of truth. And, doe* 
this foolish and base writer in the Courier 
imagine, that he will, by abusing Mr. 
BfNNS, and falsely accusing him, diipp* 
nish the powers of his penlMr. Binns, 
safe on the other side of the Atlantic, 
may, probably, laugh at his calumniators 
malice ; but, if it has any effect at all oa 
him, that effect must be to make hint 
more zealous in his hostility against Engr 
land. It is a fact, of which I have ao 
doubt at all, that, if ever our country ax* 
periences any serious calamity from the 
power of America, she will owe no small 
portion of it to the revenge of men, who 
Jbave emigrated finoni her, ' The native 
Americans are brave, ingenious, enterpris- 
ing beyond any other people in the World t 
but, still the accession of hundreds of 
men of talent, burning with revenge and 
communicating that passion to their chil* 
dren, fnust have dreadful* weight in the) 
scale of hostility. Is it not, therefore^ 
a species of madness in a man, who a? 
fects to write oh the side of the English 
government, to resort to all the means in 
his. power to keep that revenge alive ? Iik 
America flie paths of political power a^re 
open to aQ its qtizens, adopted as weB a§ 
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native ; and, is it to be einected, that 
we shall not feel the effect ot tills abuse, 
whenever that power glides into the hands 
of those who are thus abused t America 
is now upon the pinnacle of fame. Her 
power must grow 'till it be great. Eng- 
land must and. will feel the effect of that 
power ; but, it is very unwise to endea- 
vour to enlist against her the nerpetuation 
of that revenge, which might otherwise 
die away with time* 



«- MURDER! MURDER ?" ! 

u This is the good old cry against 

99 cruelty and oppression : never had any 

•' more occasion to raise it than I have. 

" A most ungrateful clamour is raised 

* c against my existence, though in the 

" course of nature my dissolution cannot 

*' be far distant. The English nation is 

4< indebted to me, much, for carrying 

4t Lord Wellington and his brave troops 

*' through a course of brilliant victories. 

" The naval superiority of England has 

•' been sustained by my aid ; the /Ipieri- 

" can nary has hid its head under the 

*' watfrs of its own harbours of the ap- 

" proach of my potter: and yet meetings 

" are now holding in many parts of Eug- 

" land at which 1 am stigmatized as cruel. 

* r oprcssive; as most tyrannical and iniquh 

4i tons. Now, considering the very impor- 

** tant services I have rendered the couttfrv, 

* u this, I again say, is most ungrateful. In 

■ " speaking of me, nothing extenuate nor 

-* set dowu aught in malice. Let the bles- 

" sings I have conferred, as well as the 

* trouble I have occasioned, be rcraem- 
** bered. Without me, Buonaparte might, 

' •* this day, perhaps, Jiave been master of 
m England, and Sovereign of the World. 

, *Mt inmost unhandsome as well as un- 
** grateful to kick aud cuff, to insult and 

* traduce me,the moment \t is supposed my 

* aid«can be dispensed with. 

" I am, Arc, 
« "The Property Tax." 
The above; Is taken from the Couutke 



as it now is . by many of those, who 
called others Jacobins because they spoke 
of it in terms not a hundredth part so op- 
probrious. The Tax may be, and is* 
now unnecessary ; but, has it changed in 
principle or in the mode of its collection ? 
Is it not v bat it always, was 1 Is it not 
what it was when Sir Francis Bi-rdktt 
described it in the address, which he 
moved in the Ilou^e of Commons in 
1812! Has it become more cruel, rncre 
oppressive, more iu^iuYitorial, more par- 
tial, more tyrannical than it was then? 
lias it changed its nature, or the mode of 
I collection changed its effect, since Ms. 
Carter was sent to ju<.t and fined for 
libelling it and the measures of taking it 
from him? Whence, then, tuis new dis- 
covery] Whence this liiiht, all at once 
^broken in upon the nation? If it i>e true, 
that the tax is, in rts very nature tyran- 
nical, as it is now called, it follows, of 
course, that this notion has been, submit- 
ting 'o tyranny for the last twenty years. 
There is no denying this conclusion, 
if the premises be true; and there- 
fore, I wonder how men can look 
each other iii the face, while fbev 
aro passing such resolutions.— The triitli 
is,, that the fa.ll of Najxdeou Is the hardest 



blow that our Taxing system c*er felt. It 
is now impossible to ujakc people believe* 
that inwense fleets* and armies are neces- 
sary. And, at the same time, prices having 
been reduced nearly one half by opening 
this island to the exports of a country 
where the taxes are comparatively trifling, 
the receipt at the Exchequer must 4i- 
minish without even any diminution of the 
number of taxes. The peace is, as I 
said it would be, a sort of Revolution in 
England. The people are sore. They 
were dhtnk last June and July. The 
drunken tit is over, and they are now in 
a state of lassitude and pain : aching 
heads and empty purses.— The whole of 
the achievements of the Property Tax 
have not, however, been named by the 
Courier, who has overlooked, grants of 



*>f the I8tlr instant ; and, it must he con- public money, sinecures-; the rtstorativn 



fessed, the complaint of poor Property 
Tax is not altogether unfounded, though 
it pretends too far, when ft talks of ma- 
king the " American Navy hide its head" 
and of keeping Napoleon o«i of England, 
which the people could "have done with- 
out a Property Tax fulPas weft, at least, 
«s with it. It is, however, very amusing 
fa hear this tyx so outrageously abused 



of (he Pope and the Inquisition^ aud 
many others. 

LORD 90CH$ANt ANp THE LEGIQN 
OF HONOUR* 
The following article appeared in the 
Mortiing Chronicle of Wednesday last ; — 
" Yesterday a Chapter of the Order of 
u the Bath" vas held, at two o'clock^ 
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u the. Princes Chamber, Westminster, at 
«' which were present— His Royal High- 



r the Rev. Dr. Vincent, Dean of Wcst- 
" minster, Dean of the Order ; the Right 
u Hon. Sir David Dundas, Sir George H. 
n Barlow, and Sir Richard Strachan; the 
" Genealogist, Sir George NayJer ; the 
* Deputy Bath King of Anas, Francis 
*• Townsend, Esq. and the Gentleman 
" Usher of the Scarlet Rod, G. F. Bcltz, 
" Esq* all in their robe*.— The object of 
" the Meeting being merely to commuui- 
" cate to the Chapter the measures which 
"had been adopted for the D kg R ad a- 
•* tion of Lord Cochrane, and the ex- 
"pulsion of his banner and achievements 
"from King Henry the Seventh's Cha- 
" pel, the Chapter adjourned soon after 
" three o'clock." — So then ;— the new le- 
giou of IJonour have held their first 
meeting, or *' Chapter " as they call it; 
.and, iu a manner perfectly consistent 
With, their " most honourable" intentions, 



" loitghbg Gordon, Knight of the Bath," 
in his ever to be lemembered examina- 



"nesstheDuke of York, asG rand Master; tion on Mrs. Clarke's affair with the bt- 



loced Frederick. I suppose this is one of 
his " achievements/' Lord Coch rank's 
are, indeed of a verv different Order. The 
expression which Ac representative* of 
our most revered Regent, the Right Hon- 
ourable Henry Canning, thought proper 
to apply to the American navy, when he 
described it as hearing a few " bits of 
" striped hunting," cannot but bring to 
every man's recollection the extraordiuarv 
*' achievements" which vessels, bearing 
this •• striped bunting," have performed 
over our, hitherto reckoned, invincible 
navy. One of these bits of red ribbon, 
which decorate the knights commanders 
of the new order, is, I understand, on 
the way to Lisbon, as a reward fur 
this statesman's elegant, and witty, and 
novel designation of the American navy. 
Hie list of his " achievements" must 
rthea be put up in Westminster Abbey ; 



they have commenced their proceedings and no doubt they will occupy, with 
with coniniunicatiug on the important peculiar grace and effect, the niche va- 
subject of having expelled Lord Coch- \ cated by the '• expulsion, and degrada- 
PANE from their " honourable Ordtr" ' " lion of Lord Cochrane," which the 
and turned out his banner and *' Achieve- j " Chapter* of the "honorable Order*' 
pients" from King Henry the Vlltl/s has ju*t assembled, in full' form, to 
Chapel. — "Lord Cochrane's Achieve- ratify. I confess I should like to see 
" menis*'?'— I ha,ve carefully looked over] tins lis| of our Ambassador's " Acbievc- 
the list of names of this honourable fra-J " incuts." It appears that a griev- 
ternity, bfgiqning with his Royal High- Uuis complaint has been made by 
ness, our beloved Frederick, the Duke of some of the persons calling themselves 
York, and J can discover very sufficient 
reasons vjiy they should be most anx 



of any record 
" Achievements, 



ious to get rid 
Coch hank's 

taiiriy there is very little relationship 
between them and the achievements of 
the members of this "most honorable fra- 
n ternity." Can any of these men be so 
silly as" to suppose that they have " dc- 
" gradtd," as they term it, Lord Coch- 
rane by this measure? Can they sup- 
pose that they have inflicted upon him 
one, moment's pain ? Poor men ! They 
sadly deceive themselves : Lord Coch- 
rane sutlers no regret at quitting the as-. 
jactation just remodelled. The .quill 
drivers at the Horse-Guards ; the Po*t- 
tna iter of the Duke of AYelliugtoti ; our 
beloved Frederick's. Private, Secretary, and 
such like; gallant men % are certainly little 
fitted, for the society of Loud Cochrane. 
The ."achievements" of these men muc»t 
trc, indeed, of a most curious descrip- 
fyi^ I cannot forget " $(r James Wit- 



" Heralds at Arms/ as to a sort of 
intruder, \\\\o has been put amongst 
of Lord them, b^the Prince Regent, and whose 
i." Cer- peculiar otity, is said to be to manufac- 
ture, in good set terms, 4f the Achieve- 
ments" of these " honorable gentlemen/' 
— Now, 1 think, the whole College of 
Arms, Ilvralds and all, even including 
these new intruders, will be rather puzzled 
to comppse the poetical effusion which 
is to decorate Mr. Canning's banner. 
Fiction is tfnrsonl of poetry. This then 
will be a poem of tir^t rate merit. I shall 
endeavour to obtain a copy of it, and I 
shall certainly gratify my readers by giv- 
ing it to them as soon as it can be pro- 
cured. 



Thr Congress. , 
Mr. Cobbett.—I have hitherto ob- 
served no particular notice in your Jour- 
nal of the proceedings of the assemblage 
of royal and noble ncgociatiors tha* 
v compose the congress o(Viemuj. If is said 
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by that race of expectants who are always 
apologizing for kingly errors, that there is 
now a period arrived, when the ambition 
of monarchs is not tarnished with in- 
justice; when the sceptre is not supported 
by blood, but by the free and generous 
applause of the people; when the Liber- 
ators of France will give peace to the 
world, and establish the general tran- 
quillity upon a basis too firm to be 
shaken. However ridiculous might ap- 
pear the assimilation of absolute monar- 
chy and impartiality, of policy and jus- 
tice, we were still disposed to give them 
credit for generally meaning well; and 
we augured from their intentions what 
we might have doubted from their ca- 
pacities. The Courier, and its satellites, 
now say that we were deceived ; that the 
deliberations of Vienna have unveiled 
their motives, and that personal advan- 
tage seems the general ana the only point 
on which they proceed to argue. Whe- 
ther our newspaper press be correct or 
not in ascribing these motives to the 
Allied Sovereigns, it is not my province 
to decide. To time, which tries all 
things, it must be left to settle this. I 
cannot, however, refrain from remarking, 
that the infamous partitioning of Poland 
in the first instance, gave to the revolu- 
tionary leaders of .France an example 
and a fair justification for proceeding in 
a similar manner ; and I should not be 
surprised if the seeds of another, and 
a more tremendous revolution, were 
now sowing upon the continent, by the 
legitimate monarchs of the * ay, again 
forming treaties of convenience, and 
schemes of personal aggrandisement 
and private advantage. Napoleon really 

E assessed an equal right to Spain, with 
ussia to Poland, or Prussia to Saxony. 
If these projected annexations shall take 
place, let us hear no more of the ty- 
ranny, or the injustice of the Empe-. 
ror of France. It has been -very well re- 
marked, that Calvin was far more cruel 
than the Catholics whom he so abus- 
ed ; because, alive to the condemna- 
tion of their cruelty, be equalled its 
vilest enormity. Why then, if what is 
said of these sovereigns be true, are 
they less guilty than the victim of their 
efforts? Why is the conduct which in 
Buonaparte was so universally execrated 
to be tolerated, or approved, in them? 
This fannot be justice; this surely is not 
generosity, But why must Prussia have 



Saxony? Does Saxony wish for the 
union? No. Directly the reverse. Do, 
these liberators of the world, fulfil 
their promise respecting national rights 
by outraging them? Could Buonaparte 
have done more than force upon. 4 
country a sovereignty which it hated? 
Have not these liberators, according to 
the Times and Courier, done stilj 
more? Have they not deprived Saxony 
of a monarch which it loves? Whom 
has the King of Saxony offended? his 
people? they forgive him. The nations 
of Europe? What, by entering into 
treaties with Buonaparte? They have 
all done the same. By adhering to the' 
faith of those treaties? Yes. Here 
lies the real grievance: his adherence 
to his word, his treaty t reproached 
many of them with the breach of theirs : 
he had received benefits from the hand* 
of Napoleon, and did not think it con-i 
sistent or honest to betray him. The 
example he had before his eyes, did not 
convince. He exhibited the phenome- 
non of % sovereign who did not thinly 
convenience a sufficient reason for falser 
hood. The Times, 1 observe, talks of 
conquest, as giving the negotiating mo- 
narchs the right of disposing of the 
fate of Saxony, and of transferring the . 
Saxons, like cattle, to a master they 
dislike. Would it have been advisable 
to talk of the conquest of their coun- 
try to those Saxon soldiers who joined 
the ranks of the allies at the battle of 
Leipsig? Would Bernadotte, who placed 
hiinsejf at their head, and called upon 
the^r/i to follow him in the cause of the 
liberties of Europe) would he have 
thought it the best method of securing 
their aid, by telling them that their 
country would be treated as a conquered 
province? But Prussia must halve in- 
demnity? Indemnity for what? For the 
loss of Hanover, which she received 
from Buonaparte to wink at the ruin of 
Austria? For the loss of her own pro- 
vinces in the war with Buonaparte which, 
she herself provoked? Are these the 
claims of Prussia to the annexation of 
Saxony? Can her best friends assign, 
any other? Would the worst of her ene- 
mies desire any more? Have the Times 
and Courier no recollection of their 
own consolation at the ruin of the tn- 
Jidel House of [Brand en burgh? Have 
they so soon forgot their pious remark^ 
upon the judgment which attended the, 
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kingdom of the Deist Frederick. Has 
the Christianity of the present mo- 
narch retrieved its destiny? 1 shall not 
notice the pretext of arrondisement : 
It would he only the plea of universal 
monarchy in its extreme ; no arrondise- 
ment could he complete, but the cir- 
cumference of the globe. In my next 
I shall offer with your permission, a few 
remanks on the pretension of Russia to 
Pobnii. JuvEttis. 



THE PILLORY. 

SiB.— The remarks which lately ap- 
peared in your journal on the subject 
of the .pillory, do equal credit to the 
head and to the heart of Benevolus. 
It is rather extraordinary in these en- 
lightened times, when we hear so much 
about converting the heathen, emanci- 
pating the slaves, and encouraging the 
Bible Societies, that scarcely one pub- 
lic writer should be found, who pos- 
sessed the courage, or the inclination, 
to reprobate a practice so disgraceful 
to our law, and marked with so many 
features of a barbarous policy. The 
public press every where teems with 
idle and contradictory speculations as 
to the probable result of the discus- 
•ions at Vienna; whether the system 
of aggrandisement attributed to the 
Emperor Napoleon, is to be adopted 
ts the law of nations, or whether that 
state of things which existed previous 
to the French Revolution, is to be re- 
stored. These and some contemptible 
matters as to a new order of knight- 
hood, are the only topics for which 
the people of this highly cultivated 
nation seem at present to have any 
relish, or on which the pen of the phi- 
lanthropist or of the philosopher is en- 
gaged. The amelioration of our laws, 
(be state of our prisons, the remains 
of that rudeness which still pervades 
many of our customs, and presents a 
formidable harrier to civilization, are 
points that few writers appear inter- 
ested in, nor which have found many 
partisans among the people. Some 
years' ago, "I heard something of the 
existence of a societv in the metropolis 
for the diffusion of "knowledge ' on the 
{nunsbnient of death, and the improve- 
ment of prison discipline ; but I have 
{et to learn that any thing was effected 
v this institution, or if the objects for. 



which it was formed have been aban- 
doned. No notice, as far as I have 
been able to discover, has been taken 
of it in any of our newspapers, or 
other periodical publications. A so- 
ciety with such liberal and enlarged 
views, could not fail, in my opinion; 
to meet with generous support were its 
intentions made sufficiently public, and 
why these should be kept in reserve, 
if the association now exists, is a pro- 
blem that seems very difficult to solve. 
It would gratify many of your readers, 
if any of your correspondents could 
give some information respecting this 
society, which might, with great pro- 
priety, and without any departure front 
its original views,connect the subject of 
the pillory with , the other important 
reforms tor which it was instituted. 

While, however, it may be said, that 
I have been liberal in my censure 
of our public writers for neglecting 
this vital subject, let tae not, be ac- 
cused of partiality.— From this general 
reprehension I am glad to find there is 
one exception, who has done the sub- 
ject ample justice, though his modesty, 
which is always a proof of talent, has" 
led him to conceal his name. I allude 
to the observations on the pillory, 
whfeb appeared in the last number of 
the periodical work, entitled th<S 
Pamphleteer. They appear to me $6 
excellent, and the writer has discussed 
the subject in so masterlv a manner, 
that I should like to, see the whole of 
his remarks published in your Register; 
But as this may not be altogether con- 
sistent with your other arrangements, 
I have subjoined to this letter a short 
extract, to which I hope you will 
the more readily give insertion that it* 
whole tendency is to mforee and illus- 
trate tlie arguments of Benevolus, who 
so strenonsly and so laudably contended 
against the existence of a mode of pu- 
nishment possessing so many features of 
savage cruelty and barbarity. 

Yours, <lc. A. B- 

— — ■ -* ^ 

u , ft may indeed be said, that some of 
the crimes tftus visited are well deserv- 
ing the utmost fury of ah enraged peo- 
ple, and that there is no punishment 
denounced against them by our penal 
code at all equal to the darkness of their 
guilt: Be it so. That affords no rea- 
*?» why the defects if the law should 
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be made up by the assistance of popular r 
tumult, or its necessities supplied by 
violence and outrage. In short, the 
pillory is in direct opposition to the 
principle upon which all laws are foun- 
ded, and must serve, as far as its influ- 
ence extends, to undermine the founda- 
tion of their authority. They were erect- 
ed to control the unbridled passions of 
man, to take from individuals the power 
5/ revenge, to rendtr punishments the 
determinate effect of firm and substan- 
tial enactments, instead of fluctuating 
with the rage and the sympathies of 
individuals, to prevent parties from 
f being judges of their own injuries, to 
humanize society by taking from the 
strongest tfic powir of inflicting arbi- 
trary penalties by which it was reduced 
to a state of perpetual warfare, and to 
impress the mind with awe by the 
Weight and the solemnity of their deci- 
sions. But this strange infliction ac- 
tually reverses all these -benign inten- 
tions which the collective wisdom of ages 
has gradually matured ; it proceeds on 
pntmcial principles, and tends to bring 
us back to onr state of original barbar- 
ism. We have all been taught that the 
sacred throne of justice should be ex- 
alted far above the passions and the 
ever-fluctuating sympathies of man: 
that its voice should be as certain as it 
js awful, • and its sentences untainted 
icith any of the grosser particles that 
move in a lowlier atmosphere. We have 
learnt that while increasing wisdom 
should improve our laws, their actual 
dictates should be received during their 
existence with a noble and generous 
'obedience. But here r in opposition- to 
all these maxims, we, see in them a 
principle which tends to their own 
destruction, a secret canter urkioh by 
insensible degrees is eating away the 
vital principle on which their vigor 
end their mqjesty depend. A judg- 
ment of the pillory is the worst of 
their enemies. If the mob applaud, 
they arc- set openly at defiance; and if 
<>n the other hand they break out into 
violence, the peace t^ey should preserve 
is broken, the personal feelings they 
should subdue are excited, and the bar- 
barous spirit of man unsofttned by ci- 
vilization which they were formed to 
repress, is aroused by their powerful 
sanction. In the former case, the best 
'emotion^ of the frar( art injudiciously 



arrayed against their authority; and a- 
competition is excited where Vf is the 
noblest policy to conciliate. In the 
latter, the people act the part of un- 
authorized executioners, and become fa* 
miliar with the most brutal of pleasures, 
the delight in pain, the horrible laugh 
of demoniac exultation at the sufferings 
of a fellow being. They who look on 
the tortures inflicted at a bull-baiting 
or a cock-Jight with a virtuous horror r 
unless they measure out their disgust 
according to law, should feel a much 
stronger indignation at the" sight of a 
fellow creature set up to be pelted al 
most to death amidst the drunken aecla 
motion and infernal revelry of the low 
est and moti depraved of our species 
And if thus pernicious in its immedi- 
ate influence, it is not less dangerous in 
its example. Those whom you suffer to 
riot on the side of the laws may soon learn 
to oppose them with similar outrages. 
2*y allowing them thus to supply the 
deficiency of the lawgiver, we educate 
them for revolution and carnage. We 
give them arms to be awakened against 
our bosoms, whenever the breexe of dU+ 
content shall sweep over than. The 
hands that have learned to throw bricks 
and filth on the criminal, may exercism 
the same discipline on the judges, if they 
should be so unfortunate as to incur 
their displeasure. 

It is sufficiently melancholy to see 
such a monument of savage life standing 
uninjured amidst the trophies of good- 
ness and of virtue; but it is still more 
offensive to see it regarded as a pillar of 
our- legislative system.- It saddens us 
to see riot* at all existing in a well 
regulated states but we are doubly 
provoked by the strange anomaly which 
makes the laws appear to excite them. 
We regret to see a popular demagogue) 
lead hts followers to confusion and rfw- 
order; but our vexation has no bounds 
when a judge is compelled by the duties 
of his office to give up the reisfns to the 
frenzy of the shameless and ffe degra^ 
ded. 



(EDIPUS JUDAICVS. 

The Aadente Marched for Truth; the Modern* 
pretend they po*#e*s H.— Volvby. 

Me. Cobbett.— When I sent yoq* 
my twq fonder letters, \ etwk#vourtf4 
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to eaM yottr readers, not only to c6n- 
!xler the situation of Mr. G. Houston, 
bid also to request they would examiue 
into the liberty of the press in this 
country; on whose altar that writer is 
now a victim; for until this " thinking 
u nation" really understand his situation; 
and the motives for which he is punished, 
he will not foe the last that will suffer in 
its cause* 

I .knew I touched a sore place, when 
I attempted to shew to your readers 
the discordant opiuionis entertained of 
that old book for which Eaton, Hous- 
ton, and thousands more may be sent 
to prison. I knew that I wight be a 
trinitaf tan, a unitarian, a Southcoteariau, 
or any other foofarian ; but that I must 
not bring the contradictions, and (what 
they call) the arguments of one tribe to 
combat the whims of the other,without 
exciting the suspicions of those who 
call themselves Just I But I have done 
to; and while I delight in the deed, I 
smile at their suspicions and contempt. 
Before I reply to your correspondent 
Justus, permit me to introduce the origin 
0/ my acquaintance with the work in 
question. You must know there is a 
town tfceiignatcd by on* of the most 
corrupt ot his time as " the toyshop 
of Europe ; whose inhabitants, (I speak 
generally) in my estimation, rank lower 
lor liberality of sentiment, general in- 
formation, and Christian charity, than 
any other on the surface of the globe. 
The scale by which I estimate them is, 
that in and about the place, there are 
the remains of half-mutilated houses, 
because their inhabitants opposed the 
origin of our war with the trench Re- 
public* burnt bv Church and King 
mobs; and that in those receptacles of 
resort, where its people go to dritik 
mild ale end talk wisdom, there are 
scrolls inscribed with legible English 
characters " No Jacobins admitted 
." Mtrel'. I was leaving this town last 
Summer in the Mail, and in passing 
one of those houses whose miserable 
' appearance appeals, in silent and pa- 
thetic language, to the frigid racidties, 
and would bush to silence their un- 
manly-prejudices, if reflection ever an- 
imated their torpid brains; when I 
.soon discovered from the observations 
of a, gentleman in the conch, that he 
was the Father of the engraver of the 
plates, in the (Edipus Judatyu*. He 



explained to me the design and inten- 
tion of its author; since which I have 
had a sight of the book. It has fully 
answered my expectation, and again 



I cay displays a fund of prodigious 



erudition. The following short ex- 
tract lull shew its intention, and de- 
sign, " I contend (preface page ii.) that 
the Aucient Jews, like other nations 
of antiquity, had their , esoteric, and 
their exoteric doctrines ; they con- 
cealed the former under innumerable 
types and symliols, the n,ejtcing of 
which is generally unknown among 
their descewhsfUs. It is the object of 
my book to explain the hidden sense 
of many passages in the Hebrew Scrip- 
ture." Page 22, he says, " 1 tecollect 
"that Mo&es i\as learned in all the v*is- 
"doiu of the £jr\ptiaj;s, and I expect to 
" find traces of that wrsticm in his works. 
" The learned among the huctcnt Egyp- 
*' tydus were pure theists, as Cudworth 
" has proved. 'I hey were deeply -skilled 
" in the scicuces: but they carefully 
" concealed iheir mysteries under innu- 
" merable symbols and allegories. May 
" we not look then lor the same thing 
" in the writings which are ascribed to' 
" the Jewish Lawgiver. It i» what I 
" have done, and 1 submit to the judg- 
" ment of a/ctr indwdvah, the result of 
my researches." 

Of the 250 copies only, which I stated 
to {have been printed, 100 now remain 
in the hands of the publisher. You will, 
therefore, judge whether 1 have been un- 
fair in ray former communication. At to 
quibbling about its method of publication 
and "circulation, it would be a ridiculous 
waste of time. 1 wish a copy a as in the 
hands of ciery person in the kingdom; 
for Sir Wm. Drummond would then make 
a better and more practical use of his 
abilities (and learning. With regard to 
•the cruel hint about a prosecution, for 
blasphemy, and the pillory, its author, 
like L). J. Eaton, will receive more praise, 
and of a better description, than H* he 
were to be bespangled with orders and 
titles by every King in Christeadev). 
O, Sir, it is cruel! You know it is, to 
talk of law in a country where it is 
possible a picked jury may be choscu 
by those who fatten on the wages of cor- 
ruption, and who delight in persecuting 
such as attempt to undeceive the people. 
As to the writers, uhose books I liave 
rainlv quoted, being Sir W. .!>• himself, 
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" I guess no man in his senses will main- 
"tain 90 wild a position."— Indeed, from 
the wording of your Correspondent's 
letter, I do not believe he is serious 
in his assertion. But I challenge him 
to the proof ; for Candidus, one of the 
three, tells Sir Wm. Drummond that he 
prefers the old version best, and cen- 
sures him for ridiculing the Bible. Sup- 
pose, however, I am wrong in my opi- 
nion of die author of the CEdipus Ju- 
deicus; suppose he is the story teller, the 
fool, and .the vain jackdaw, they wish 
to represent him, what " necessity" was 
there for this great and mighty parson, 
the Christian Advocate, to notice his 
1 production? Why did he make such 
endeavours to obtain a copy, he best 
knows how 1 Surely, the " pious, think- 
" ing people of this country," could 
not have their " minds tainted" by an 
octavo book of not quite 500 pages," " of 
" the most hollow and fallacious de- 
• *' scription." But these are the rules 
the hypocrites act upon. 1 was a boy 
when Thomas Paine's works were pub- 
lished; but I recollect the writer was 
at first held too contemptible for no 
tice, and the " friends to social order, 
" and our holy religion," were told they 
bad nothing to fear. After a while, the 
AttorueyGeoeral interfered, who got a 
^ury to condemnPame's books, and then the 
canting junto asserted they were answer- 
ed and refuted. " Read our side, (said 
they,) " see what Bishop Watson says/' 
Se says Justus; he calls the author of 
the CEdipus Judmicus a vain jackdaw ; 
tells the people to read the book; 
(which he knows cannot be had), ex- 
horts them to attend to the Christian 
Advocate, and censures those who take 
. part against him. Come, come, Justus, 
give up your prejudices. Let the " Si- 
" cilian Knight and British Privy Coun- 
" ccUor," interpret the. Bible his own 
, mty. You may depend on it 1 will let 
the Archbishop's Chaplain, (who ap- 
pears Messed with all those amiable 
qualities that adorned his predecessor 
in the ever memorable time of William 
Perm) put what interpretation on it he 
pleases. Every one that reads the 
bible nay undoubtedly find both in- 
struction and delight; but he will bt 
more likely to become a rational being, 
if he be allowed to put his own con- 
struction upon it, and interpret it his 
way. I should like to know by 



what principle of rule or right any one 
dares to interfere and prescribe the 
method by which another is to exer- 
cise his judgment. That a deal of 
mischief has been the result of this in- 
terference, no one, acquainted with 
the history of his own country, much 
more with the history of the world, can. 
deuy; and whether the same quantum 
of mischief would have taken place 
provided the bible had never been 
known, is, in my opinion, difficult to 
prove. At any rate, the system of 
priestcraft has bad a sufficient trial; 
and it would be more becoming in; 
those who' profess such anxiety for the 
circulation of the bible, to let it take 
its chance. Let them, at any rate, 
shew their disinterestedness, by giving 
up the pounds, shillings, and pence 
it produces; or take pay only in that 
manner, and in those quantities, which 
those who. receive their assistance can 
agree and afford to give. If they 
should find that they do not thrive so 
well under this system, I hope they 
will recollect, there will be more man- 
liness in their adopting the following 
maxim, than in returning to the old 
practice: • 

Some oilier scheme mutt occupy their brain f 
For ibbje who once btve eat mail eel again. 

Varro. ' 



ON RELIGIOUS PERSECUTION. 

LETTER V. 

" Advise, bet force not.* 

ST.BiaNARB't Letters. 

Sir.—- Marmontel, in his Bellisarius, 
[the fifteenth chapter of which, 1 would 
particularly recommend to the perusal 
of every person who has not read it] 
says, "Truth cannot fail to triumph, but 
" it must, not be by the arm of flesh. 

By putting the sword of Vengeance 

into the hand of Troth, you entrust 
" Error with it also. The very pos- 
" session of that sword, will always be 
" deemed a sufficient authority to wield 
" it without mercy, and Persecution 
" will always be on the aide of the 
•' strongest.* 

How simple, and yet how forcible it . 
the mode of reasoning adopted by this 
beautiful writer. If kings were sup- 
posed to beGod's vicegerents upon earth, 
and, in that capacity wtre allowed to 
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commit whatever enormities thev pleased, 
in defence of what they considered, or 
were told by their prierts was the truth, is 
it not evident, from the diversity of 
sentiments of different sovereigns, and 
the opposite persuasions of their various 
teachers, that they must necessarily, at one 
time, and in one country, be punishing 
their subjects for entertaining opinions 
which, at another time, and in another 
country, were deemed perfectly ortho- 
dox. Does not this prove incontestably, 
that by once admitting the principle, 
that the magistrate is to defend Truth, 
he will much oftener be found defend- 
ing brror 1 Every one will easily agree, 
that all systems cannot be right " Er- 
•' ror," says the same author, " has an 
° immensity of space, and Truth is like 
€< a mathematical point in the prodigious 
M void." Now, although every one claims 
that point to himself, is it not palpable, 
as Truth is one, and Error multifarious, 
that the greater portion of religious 
murders, barbarities, robberies, and in- 
carceration, must have been in defence 
of Error rather than of Truth. How 
modest, how humble, ought such con- 
siderations to make us1 How cautious 
ought these reflections to render us, of 
arrogating to ourselves the sole possession 
of the truth, when we find tnat thou- 
sands who think different from us, claim 
the same happiness? Ought it not to 
make us diffident of ourselves, and for- 
bearing towards others? Those who have 
studied human nature, will have perceived 
that this violent animosity and furious 4 
persecuting zeal, does not arise so much 
from a generous love of virtue, or an 
enthusiastic admiration of abstract truth, 
as from the inordinate thirst for power 
'which pervades the heart of every hu- 
man being. We wish otiiers to think as 
we do, and the greater part of us would 
if we had the power, compel them to 
do it. The sword of religious persecu- 
tion is an instrument upon which every 
party has played its tune, when raised to 
power. The celebrated Dr. Franklin re- 
marks, that if we look into history, for 
" the character of the ancient Christians, 
** we shall find few" who have not in their 
** turn been persecutors, and complainers 
u of persecution. The' primitive Chris- 
" Jbiis thought persecution extremely 
" wrong in the pagans, but practised it 
"on ope another/' I could easily give 
to this assertion, even if I had 



not examined history for myself; for 
being of a curious and speculative turn, 
I have made myself acquainted with most 
denominations of Christians at present 
existing in the Christian world ; and after 
having carefully examined their tenets, 
studied their prejudices, and observed 
their conduct, I do affirm, that how-* 
ever tame and tolerant they may be, 
while low in the world, they all possess 
the latent seeds of persecution. These 
only want fostering, by the genial 
warmth of power, to shoot forth with 
an enthusiastic fury, compounded of 
envy, ambition, pride, hatred, and fa- 
natic zeal; as if it were commissioned by 
heaven. I would except the Quakers 
from the charge of being likely to evince 
a persecuting spirit towards other sects, 
though they are capable of doing it as 
to their own people ;* but the Friends of 
the present day are not a religious society, 
like the Weslian or Whitfield ian Metho- 
dists. They are an Arhtocratical civil 
community ; a trading company, and a set 
of respectable, industrious, economical, 
money-getting disciplinarians; who pos- 
sess no more practical religion than tht 
members of the Church of England. ^ 

But to return to the sentiment of 
FrankHn, respecting the early Christians. 
It was shewn in mv last, that they were 
persecuted by the llomans, at the insti- 
gation of their priests, in the same manner 
as the Deists are molested by us, at the 
instance of our priests, on account of th« 
simplicity of their tenets. I cannot illus- 
trate the subject better, than by quoting 
Justin Martyr, one of the earliest and 
most learned writers of the Eastern 
Church, born of heathen parents, edu- 
cated a pagan, and who was a platonic 
philosopher, previous to his becoming a 
Christian, He resided at Rome, during 
the reign of Antonius Pius ; and upon 
a persecution breaking out against the 
Christians, he presented an Apology in 
their behalf, pointing out in a very able 
manner, the impropriety and absurdity 
of religious persecution; which Apology 
caused the Emperor to send a letter to 
the States of Asia, not only forbidding, 
the Christians to be persecuted, but en- 
joining, " that if any one hereafter shall 
" go on to inform against this sort of 



* See the case of Thgmat Fmter, disowned by 
Retell it" Monthly Electing, for being toiriCTit 
of bulisringia omit, One Goo. 
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*• men, purely because they are Christi- 
" ans, let the persons accused be dis- 
" charged, although they he found to be 
4< Christians, and let the informer himself 
" undergo the punishment. * When shall 
we see an Antonius? Yet the Apology 
which produced this, coutains passages 
which no one would, in this enlightened, 
humane, and liberal age, dare to advance. 
In the second section, of his second Apo- 
logy, he says, " Reason informs and ad- 
•* monishes us, that true philosophers and 
" men of virtue, who have been filled 
" with godliness and holiness, have 
" loved and honoured the simple truth, 
%s and have turned aside from following 
•* the ancients, whenever their opinions 
<4 have been found erroneous, or bad. 
*' Both scripture and sound reason enjoin 
" in, not only to avoid those whose lives 
"have been wicked; who by teaching, 
41 argument, or other means, have dis- 
" geminated false and impious doctrines ; 
*' not to imitate, nor in any respect to be 
" led b/ them; but also prescribe, that 
"" the inquisitive lover of truth should 
" prefer it to his life, and should not be 
*' deterred by the fear of death, or threats 
"of torture," from speaking and acting 
*' according to justice." 

These u.»b!e sentiments may l>e used 
bv every reformer ; they were appropri- 
ate to those who suffered hi Smtthfield, 
1o Galileo, Huss, and Jerome of Prague; 
they may be used with e"|ual propriety 
by the Deists of the present day, and by 
all persons persecuted for what they 
believe to be true. Those of my Frieuds 
who will take the trouble, will hnd much 
learning, philosophy, and curious matter 
in the works of this Father. I am writ- 
ing a treatise upon the model of the 
Apologies of Justin Martyr and TertuU 
li an, to be entitled, (if God spare my life, 
and that Jof the best of Princes, till he. 
rtiail ascend the throne of these realms) 
** An Apology to King George the Fourth, 
" in behalf of that most learned and 
• 4 respectable portion of his subjects, the 
" Materialists, Sceptics, and Debts; by 
" aCHRlsTiAN^audintendapproachiug 
him in person with a holy boldness, to 
deliver a copy thereof. Every thing 
which has been done toward* liberalising 
mankind hi this country, will be found the 
isolated efforts of individuals; but in 



France some of the greatest geniuses the 
world has produced, were united hand in 
hand for fifty years, for the purpose of 
enlighteuiug their fellow creatures. It 
is a great pity the enemies of supersti- 
tion, tyranny, and priestcraft are not 
better known to each other; and more 
organized in their exertions. Look at the 
Fanatics of every description ; how they 
unite, and how successful they are in 
stultifying. the hiiman understanding, \fa% 
most glorious orhameut with which Na~ 
tcUb has vouchsafed to embellish man? 
Would not a general medium of commu- 
nication for Theology, Metaphysics, and 
Moral Philosophy, to he open with im- 
partiality to the Churchman, the Dissent* 
er, the Disciple of Nature, the follow- . 
ers of Pyrrho, and every class of Lati- 
tudiuarian, be the means of facilitating 
such an object? It would lead people to 
think, examine, and judge for themselves; 
and ultimately inculcate a liberality of 
sentiment, which can only be acquired 
by the exercise of our reason concerning 
the nature of man, his intellectual fa- 
culties, and education. It would ena- 
ble them to make that generous allow- 
ance for the opiuions and prejudices of 
others, so essentially necessary to the 
harmony of society; but which they can 
never possess, while their reading and 
observation are confined within the pale 
of a particular sect; and while they are 
in *b c habit of implicitly receiving their 
religious notions, upon thecreditof others, 
without investigation. A Journal of the 
above description has long been a deside- 
ratum in the republic of letters; for 
notwithstanding the number and variety 
of theological and controversial maga- 
zines, there are none completely open to 
all parties; whatever liberality they may 
profess. Some are exclusively the vehi- 
cles of one set of opinions only, and 
jefuse insertion to every thing of a* 
opposite tendency. Others admit nothing 
coutrarv to their own tenets, but what 
they thiuk can easily be answered by 
some of their own partisans. I have ta- 
ken the liberty of throwing out these few 
liints, as to the nature of a Journal muck 
wanted by the Friends of Free Discussion-; 
and remain, dear Sir, vow's truly. 

Erasmus Pbrkins. 

London, Jan. 18, 1815. 
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Partial and mran Pbrby. 
Proprietor of the Morning Chronicle. 

Reader, a full report of the proceed- 
ings of the Hampshire meeting was sent 
to the above Printer, together with the 
Petition, which I moved thereat, and 
which petition (the only copy I had) was 
obtained from me, by the Reporter of the 
Chronicle, i* order to be sent to London 
U be printed in that and other papers. 
ft was so aenU but was suppressed by 
tirii partial, this mean, this despicable 
to<a~*- j^o*Mr*able place-hunting faction. 
~-l b^ff J ^^ ^nit these facts, and can 
^*nliw iaji that I will, next week, 
give this trick of Perby the exposure, 
Rfaieh it deserves. 

Wm. cobbett, 

Botley, Thursday Evening, 

N,B, Mr* Hunt said, at the time, that 
tbi» worthy " member of the Hampden 
* Club? would play as &is trick. I 
could not believe it tyr. Hunt knew 
tW man better than I did. 
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• PROPERTY TAX. 

This poor tax is now become as much 
the object of senseless abuse as were, 
io 1798, tliose who -endeavoured to pie 
veat it from being imposed. In 1812 
ae ^fortunate man, named Carter, 
was imprisoned in jaol, for a year, and 
fined, tor having published a paragraph 
complaining of the operation of this tax. 
My Lord Folkestone, who made a mo- 
tion upon this subject, described the pa- 
pgtaph as being moderate and inoffensive* 
Xtif tjpr republishing the samepaja|raph, 



Mr. Lovell of the Statesmen was im- 
prisoned a year or 18 months in New* 
gate, and also fined. — The selfish and 
unfeeling crowds, who are now clamouring 
against this tax; who are abusing \if 
who are applying to it all sorts of vile 
epithets and names, because they aoW 
feel the pinch of their pockets % these 
persons never meet to petition against, 
the prosecutions of the press 1 ; no, and 
they never would have met for that par^ 
pose, if every press in England had beerf 
demolished and the types thrown into 
the street, as weie those of the American 
printers at the City of Washington, by 
command of our military and naval 
commanders.—These persons now catt 
the tax partial, oppressive, cruel, inqui- 
sitorial, IranntcaL They compare it 
to every Using ******* thai is ediews? 
and some o*%heni have gone to Hett 
for sinjUies in the way of illustration, 
They declared, that it is every thing 
that is tyrannical, odious and detestable, 
and that ft violates the spirit of our 
constitution; and all this in tts PRINCI* 
PLE; in its very NATURE; and ES* 
SENCEw— Now, than, what are these 
men? What are these ftoisy petitionees t 
What is their character, even upon their 
own shewing? Why, that they are nom 
calumniators of the government; or, 
that they have been slaves for the /est 
18 years. Let them take their choice.— 
It is curious enough: t6 see men, and 
great numbers of them too, who sup- 
ported this tax when it was laid on, who 
voted for it in parliament, who, in fact, 
laid it on; it is curious to see these 
men, and io great numbers too, now 
coming forward and joining in the above 
horrid descriptions of the tax, They 
seem to be looking to new scenes. They 
are ratting from the Government, They 
begin to suspect, that the taxing and 
soldiering system must soon undergo a 
very material change. In short, the sys* 
tern (for ij is of no consequence who are 
ministers) is in a state of great anxiety, 
at least. The peace baa produced tfee*& 
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frets* thus fer, that I anticipated ; «md 
tboaa effects will now develope them- 
safe's, day after day.— Income places, 
th* petitioners have included all the war 
tertr, hi others only the malt mid pro- 
perty tad, in others only the p roper ty tarn. 
The feat b the only rational jnede of 
pro^eeduif ; for, in fact, all the taxes 
are equally burdenoome. Hot, In some 
aiatea, as a* WorteHer City, they are 
km dQim*mm* with oalJho wsurtaxes* 
eacept the L*ndbrf$ part of th* property 
ta* WhatasaAMisthislWhataehikU 
Ml distinction i Is it not eloer, that the 
Laadtord's part of the property tax most 
he included in the rent of the tenant, and 
that, finally at must be 'paid by those 
'who eat Ike bread, the meat, the hatter, 
lb* cheese, the poultry, the milk, and 
the eggs, and who wear the flax and the 
*eelt P«opte are so galled with their 
difficulties to pay the taxes, that they 
know not what they say* Political eco- 
nomy is a subject too deep for miauls in 
{eatralt hot, as every one now feels, 
every one cries out Sir Francis Bur* 
uVtt, in 1811 or 181*, when ha moved 
the -address m the House as! Commons, 
was most possjjr ah » atd>r deacribinf 
the Property Tax in emtors *r lass 
odious than those, m which " the %*r 
now describe it. Thus time makes all 
sorts of changes,— But, if other taste be 
imposed instead of. the war taxes* what 
wig the people have gained? I£ for in- 
stance, Jerry Jobsrnol, the farmer, 
should get rid of his tenpounds a year of 
war taxes, and should, in future, have to 
pay ten pounds a year in hen of it, in his 
salt* -malt, borse, window, soap, candle 
and leather tax, what wouldJerry there- 
by gam? And, if the petitioners mean, 
that no other taxes should be laid on in 
lieu of the war taxes, they should eay to. 
*-Tfaen, do they mean, that the Jundm^ 
system ehtmU be destroyed, and that 
the fund-hoJo'ei* should not be paid their 
dividends? No: they do not mean this. 
Why then «V they not oayisoj And, 
why do they not point oat htm faith may 
be kept with the iundheJders, and ti/e 
war taxes (without substitutes) be done 
away ? . 

The war taxes: must be continued ; 

OB 

There.nwift be new taxes laid on, equal 
to them in amount; 

OR 

l^30ty^ in time of peace * 



on 

The whole of the army, and nearly alL 
the nary must be discharged ; 
on 
The dividends on the Nat£sal Debt moat 
*o unpaid. 
Take your choico, good petitioners* 
One of the five propositions you sates* 
take. I am for the fourth. What say 
youl What sense is there in your cla-.» 
incurs and abuse, unless you think that 
the war taxes can be dispensed with «and 
if you think they can be dispensed with, 
why do you not say sot One thing, 
however, in this senseless uproar, I am 
highly delighted with. It is this: That 
there are no longer any accusations heard, 
against us Jacobins. It is not we, but 
" the loyal? who now cry out, who cla- 
mour, who now deal out abuse on the 
taxing system. Mr. Hardy, who es- 
caped with his life, after endeavouring to 
effect a reform in that, body who imposed < 
these taxes, is afire to see the day when 
those, who clamoured for his destruction, 
clamour against those taxes. He is alivo 
to see " the loyal" pouring forth all sorts- 
of invective against thi^' v f 0f ^",. ,,e h^ 
boored to prevent. Mu^sarv to t'u* 
alive to enjoy this spectacle ; "im*, mm 
efforts, the noble stand which he made, 
will always be remembered with gratitude 
by those who retain any esteem for the 
rights and liberties of their forefathers. 



No. I.— CORN BILL. 

fr is now evident to me, that out 
ministers mean to propose a law to put 
a stop to the importation of Corn, i an* 
confirmed in this opinion by the language 
of the Courier newspaper for soma 
time past; and especiattjr by the following 
article* which appeared in that paper of 
the 23d instant, and which article I att 
morally certain came from a source of 
authority. The reader will see, from 
the ability *ith which it is written, that 
it never could come from the same pen 
whence proceed the articles of the Editor 
of that paper; and the form and place, 
of it, if the reader could see them* 
would strengtlieu the opinion. After in- 
serting it, I shall endeavour to shew, how 
it blinks -all the main points, how fella- 
cious it is, how it is calculated to deceive 
and to mislead. " The Meetings upon 
" the Agricultural State of the Country 
« am become universal,, TMs is a sub- 
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* ject which wp touch always with dcfr 
M cacy, and almost with dread. It fa 

* oneT>f such vital importance, one in 
M which a false step, or an erroneous doc- 
" trine, may do such incalculable mis- 
" chief, that we fear ever to pronounce 
" any decisive opinion. What suggestions 

* we throw out, we throw out with diffi- 
u deuce and hesitation, convinced of our 
44 being more in want of information, than 
" able to communicate any. But there 
"aresoine facts upon which there can 
" be no doubt, and upon them we may 
" safely reason— and in reasoning upon 
" them, we are quite sure that we snail 

* not deserve, in the words of Mr.Burke, 
44 to be classed rfmongst " those wicked 
" writers of the newspapers, who would 
" inflame the poor against their friends, 
" anardiatts, patrons, and protectors."— 

* Upon this subject,more than any other, 

* there are prejudices so strong as almost 

* to resiat the evidence of the strongest 
" facts, and these prejudices art infinite- 
" b aggravated by the number of idle 

* tiles spread about by the industry of 
"faction, and ereedily devoured by the 
« malignant credulity of mankind. Whan 
" grain fa dear, the prejudice it again** 
44 monopolisers ; when it is cheap, then 
M the cry is, to give the utmost license 
" and encouragement to importation, 
M in order that it may becomexheaper 
° still, and thus, as we have heard it 
94 said, to be revenged on the former. 
u But revenge ought not to be exercised 
" against the fanner. Revenge on the 

* farmer would soon be accompanied 
" with a much wider vengeance upon 
*t theavengers— they would themselves be- 
" come at no remote period the victims of 

* their vengeance. Evils however at adis- 
H tanee we are too apt neither to see nor 

* caie for. " Have not farmers (is the 
, *• common cry,) been making immense 

u fortunes for the last twenty years) 
** Have t^ey not been Irving upon die 
"distress* of the p«q>kt And ought 

* not the latter to have the advantage 

* which the late harvests and peace have 
94 given them, to have bread at as cheap 

* a Ate as possible V We answer each 
" of these questions— That the farmers 
" have been making immense fortunes 
u for the last twenty years, k an asser- 
" turn which it is as easy to make, as we 
" believe it would be difficult to prove. 
" But if they had, bow would that "bear 
" upon the subject* The price, how- 



li ever high it was, did not depend upon 
44 them. It arose from causes over whkk 
44 they hod no contronl ; from deficient 
" seasons, and from the state of the con- 
44 tinent, with which all intercourse was 
" prevented. But allowing, for the sake 
" of argument, that they aid make large 
" fortunes, that must have been a public 
" benefit, inasmuch as the increase of 
" their capital would naturally lead then* 
" to extend ^he agriculture of the conn* 
44 try, to improve bad land, and bring, 
" the waste into produce. The. answer 
M to the first question involves in it an 
" answer to the second. — Upon the third 
" we very willingly observe, that we are 
" for the people having this necessary of 
** life as cheap as possible ; but we would 
" not purchase an unexampled cheapness 
44 to-day, with the certainty, or evenJh* 
44 risk, of having deamess to-morrow. By 
u tne return of last Saturday's Gazette, 
44 we find that the average price of wheat 
" was 31. 3s. 4d. the quarter, or 7s. lid. 
" the bushel : Barley, 1L lis. 6d. ; and 
** Oats, 1L 3s. 9d. This cheapness arises 
" from two causes — the admitting the 
" free importation of- corn, and the con- 
".ee y ssnt Mpassity under which the 
4t British farmer has been of bringing his 
" grain to market The generality of 
M mankind, looking only at the present 
" result, will rejoice, and we are not sur- 
" prised at it, and feel disposed to look 
" with an evil eye upon any thing that 
" would disturb it Forbearance, and 
" the want of all interference would 
" be a greater disturber than any 
", other cause. For let but the sye- 
44 sem of encouraging the free intpor- 
" tatkm of corn be continued, and the 
" vengeance which the ignorant would 
44 i&ftict upon the British farmer would 
" be complete. He would not enter the 
" lists of competition with die foreign 
^grower, for he would not cultivate 
4 \ gram at all. But the British farmer 
* ought not to be so. dealt with, nor 
*' ought the food of the people of Eng- 
94 land to depend upon foreign coun- 
44 tries. There is not a more obvious 
" principle than this, that men will not 
" apply their industry and their capital 
" to the growing or manufacturing an 
" article whicji they cannot sell at a 
" price higher than it cost them in grow- 
44 ing or manufacturing it; a price that 
" shall enable them if not to lay something 
by. at least to maintain them. Wheat 
D 2 
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" and Barley *t the last prices quoted 

'* iii the Gazette , are at a less price than 

•' the expence to which the farmer would 

"be put by growing them, including 

" wages to labourers, keep for horses, 

" repair of waggons, cost of the seed, 

4t and rent to the landlord. Of course 

" then he will direct his industry and 

** capital to other channels ; he ,will not 

" grow grain ; he will not make land 

i€ hitherto barren, productive in corn,; 

•' "he will not bring the wastes and heaths 

" into cultivation. There .will compara- 

•* tively be no English corn grown* 

a «*Very well/' we hear some say, "and 

«' what is that to us, provided we still 

•' have abundant supplies open to us/' 

" But softly ! it is a great deal to them 

€t —a great deal indeed! In the first 

" place, the foreign grower, when he 

" finds that he has nothing to fear from 

"' the rivalship of the British farmer, will 

•' raise his price. This is obvious— 

" When he knows you must depend upon, 

tl him for the commodity, he will increase 

u his terms. There is not a plainer 

" commercial principle than this. Here 

** then is the first inroad upon the cheap* 

§t ness which you flattered yourself would 

'■ be so permanent. But you must not 

forget another circumstance that 

peace cannot be perpetual, and that 
" wars must take place. — Nay, that io- 
" reign powers may be mors likely to go 
" to war with us, thinking that they 
" have the means in their hands, (we, 
** depending upoa tliem entirely for 
" grain) of compelling us to accept terms 
" and to make concessions. We put a 
case-— Poland will be annexed to, or 
under the controul of Russia. It is 
from Poland we derive the largest 
continental supplies uf foreign corn. 
Should we go to war with R ussia, she , 
might shut all her ports, Russian as 
well as Polish, and preveut the expor- 
tation of grain. — What should we do 
then? We might procure it from other 
parts, from the Barbary States and 
" from America. But would not the 
" price be much increased upon "us, those 
" Powers always keeping in mind that 
•* we must depend upon them I Well, 
" but this is not all — you have formed 
" your calculations and your hopes upon 
" l)ie certainty of the harvest never fail- 
" U15 upon "the Continent, of there being 
•' always line and productive seasons. If 
" the harvest should tail aud a scarcity 
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' ensue, where can you look to? To 
' the British farmer / Ao — you have 
' turned your back upon him. But there 
' is another tiling to be considered, grain 
' may be cheap, and yet be less within 
' the compass of some than when it 
" was dearer. If agriculture be tft*-" 
" couraged, the farmer will not want so 
" many labourers, the ploughman, the 
" thresher, and the reaper, will not bt 
" wanted — and thus will those per- 
" sons ** starve amidst cheapness/' — 
" But it has been said, let the farmer look 
" to his landlord, who having raised his 
" rent in proportion to the encreasing price 
" of grain, ought now to be lowered to the 
" level at what it was before such increase. 
" There is much reason in this, and it will 
" operate no doubt upon the landlord. If 
" he find that he ctuiuot get a high rent 
" paid, but that he can get a loner one, 
" of course he will prefer the latter. The 
" cessation of the Property Tax will be 
" another relief; But these of themselves 
" will not be sufficient. We take our stand 
" upon this ground, which cannot be slia-r 
•' ken; that the British farmer should hav« 
an interest in cultivating grain. Has 
" he that interest at the present prices,! 
" No. What is the remedy! Clearly tlmt 
" the foreign grown- *In*uld btar some 
" of the burthtns that he does; that he, 
" should pay a duty upon importation ; 
" that this duty should make the price 
" of foreign corn e<juiil lo a price which 
" the En;Ji..b farmer ou»ht to get for Brir 
" tish com. Mr. Burke thought a farmer 
" ought to make 12 per cent, upon his 
" capital after paying his rent; Later 
" writers and witne^es cxamiued by Parr 
" liameut, think 10 per cent, a sum 
" much less than is made in almost all 
" other trades. At the present price of 
" grain the farmer so fajc from making 
*' this hit crest upon his capital must lesr 
" *eu that capital by cultivating. What 
" the price should he per quarter to 
" eiiabic'liini to pay his rent and gain sa 
" much upon his capital, we prcsutne 
" uot to state from our own knowledge, 
" Some of the witnesses examined by tW 
" House of Lords declare that wheat 
" ought to be 41. 10s. a quarter, or 12s. 
" a bushel to produce this effect. Others 
" fix it at 41. or 10s. the bushel ; none 
" lower. At 31. 15s. or 0s. 4d. per 
"bushel, (see the reports of the House 
" of Lords,) all declare the farmer could 
" not be able to pay .his rent and get 
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a 10 per cent, upon his capital. The 
** present average price, according to 
" Saturday's Gazette, is 7s. lid. the 
** bushel. We have thus fulfilled our 
"intention of collecting a few facts, 
" which we have endeavoured to place 
w in a pronriueut point of view, offering 
u such reasons as they are suggested to 
" our minds. We are quite sure that 
u we speak without partiality or prejudice 
u ourselves; W r e are neither farmers nor 
u merchants, neither growers of home nor 
" importers of foreran corn. Our chief 
* c anxietv is to remove, if possible, some 
" prejudices, knowing that he best pro- 
" motes the interests of the poorer classes 
" and of British agriculture, who encou- 
M rages and promotes the interests of the 
•' British former. " If the price of the 
" corn,'* says an eminent writer, should 
•' not compensate the price of growing it, ' 
" the most serious evil, the very destruc- 
" tion of agriclilture itself, is to be appre- 
u bended." Now, though this article is 
written with great ability, and with even 
greater craft jthan ability, it will require, 
I trust, not a great deal to be said, to 
shew that its tendency is to deceive the 
people, and to entice them, by a fallacious 
statement, into an acquiescence in a mea- 
4are for making corn dear ; that being 
the undisguised object of the writer. — 
Before .1 proceed to th$ mairi points, let 
me notice the insinuation, that objections 
to a Corn Bill have been owing to the 
V industry of faction." What then, is, 
OLI> GEORGE ROSE become the 
leader of faction? He, who wrote a 
pamphlet to convince the people of Eng- 
land, that, if they did not quietly pay 
the war-taxes, the French Republicans 
would deprive them of the blessed com- 
forts of religion ? He has, indeed, been 
very industrious upon this occasion; but 
has his been the "'industry of faction?" 
Have the petitions of " the loyal*' of 
Southampton, Portsmouth, Winchester, 
and hundreds of other cities and towns, 
proceeded from " the industry of faction? 1 ' 
Oh, no! this will never do. llie pro- 
pioters of the measure cannot now raise a 
cry against rite Jacobins. That humbug 
is over for ever. — Who told this writer, 
that any v body ever- said, that revenge 
against the farmer was the object of the 
oppose rs of the measure I This is pure 
invention. It is an invented fact, whereon 
to build a fallacious argument. — But, we 
fu$ told here, that the high prices arose 



from causes, over which the fdrmers had 
no controiil, that is to say, in part, at 
least, from the war. It is not true, 
(though it has nothing to do with the 
point at issue) that the farmers were 
wholly innocent here ; for, they were no- 
toriously amongst the foremost to uphold 
Pitt in making war and in carrying on 
war, against the Republicans of France. 
That has been accomplished, which they 
tendered their lives and fortunes to ac- 
complish. The republic of France has . 
been destroyed ; the Bourbons have been 
restored; liberty has been nearly put out 
in that country; and, really, if our for- 
mers were to suffer in consequence of 
what has taken place, they certainly would 
come in for their full share of meriting 
that suffering.Now we come to the sub- 
ject : — The argument is this : that, un- 
less corn is dear, the English farmer can- 
not grow it, because it would not bring 
him enough to enable him to pay wages 
of labour, keep of horses, repair of wag- 
gons, cost of seed, and rent to'the land- 
lord. — Now, hjow fallacious is this ! Is 
not the corn which the horses eat, 
and which is sown for seed cheap, if 
corn be cheap at market 1 Are not the 
wages of labourers, the prices of wheel- 
^vrights, and the rent of lancT cheap, if 
: the corn be cheap at market t Why, then, 
should not the English farmer be as able 
to grow cheap corn as dear corn ? And 
what becomes pf all the terrific statement 
about dependence upon foreign nations^ 
about the extortioning of the foreign for- 
mer, about scarcity, about the ruin of 
the labourer, and the like TIs it no£ no- 
torious, that wheat used to be 5s. a 
bushel in England ? Nay, is it not notOr 
rious, that it used to be 2s. a bushel 1 
How did the farmer live in those days t 
Was the labourer starved in those days t 
On the contrary, is it not notorious, that 
the paupers have increased with the high 
prices ? Will any man have the confidence 
to deny this 1 And if this cannot be de» 
nied, what reason is there to be alarmed 
1 at the prospect of continued cheapness t 
What reason is there to suppose, that the 
farmer will be unable to raise cheap corn, 
seeing that his labourers, his smith, his 
wheelwright, 'his collar-maker, bis seed, 
his rent, will all keep pace with the price 
of his corn 1 If these items amount to a 
hundred pounds a year when wheat is 4Cs r 
a quarter, and to two hundred pounds a 
year when wheat is 80$. a quarter, is not 
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the farmer as able io raise the forty shil* ' 
liog wheat as the eighty shilling wheat 1 
How came this writer to be so indiscreet 
as to mention horse feed and seed amongst 
the outgoings of the farmer 1 These must 
be at a low price, if his market corn is at 
a low price. They consist of the same 
sort of corn that he has to sell. How, 
fa the name of common sense, then, should 
he have to complain of the amount of 
these outgoings, and, at the same, tune, 
complain of tht cheapness of bis con*? 
But, the truth is, that the abwwHtjrrf 
these positions arises from a very ma- 
terial emission in the enumeration of the 
former's outgoings ; to wit ; the TAXES I 
' which, direct and indirect^ afnoant to 
more, aye, to double as much, as -his la- 
bour, horse feed, seed, implements, and 
rent, all put together. The direct taxes 
are upon bis land, his property, bis horses, 
his house, his windows, his gig, his dogs, 
his man servant, and to these must be 
added his poor rates. He pays about 17s. 
a bushel tax out of every 20s. which he 
lays out in salt ; and, in a large farm 
house, the salt tax amounts to about 10/. 
a year. He pays more in tax upon malt 
than his barley, of which the malt is made, 
amountsr if. He pays a tax upon .the 



soap and fifndies, an« tea and sugar tmd admitted* h is clearly shewn, that tk* 



wine and spirits used in his house. He 

Eys a tax oh the leather* aud iron used in 
i implements and his harness. And, 
be it observed and remembered, that he 

giys a tax upon the beer, the gin, the tea, 
e sugar, the salt, the soap, the candles, 
the shoes, the tobacco, used by his, la- 
bowers. For every quart of beer drank 
by the ploughman, at a public house, the 
farmer pays about 4d in tax. The brewer 
and malbter first pay it; the publican 
pays it to them; the labourer pays it to 
the publican ; the farmer pays it to the 
labourer ; and, as the farmer must be re- 
paid, he must, y of course, charge it in 
the price of the next corn that he sells. 
— Here, then, is the real cause of the 
necessity of high prices* It is the GO- 



who stands in need of high priced corn, 
— Oh ! ye Cokes and Westerns, be not ; 
be not, \ pray and supplicate you, sfnade 
the tools of the taxing system ! I know 
well that neither of you wish for high 
prices in order to increase, or keep up 
your own incomes. Your wish is to pro- 
tect, to secure the well-being of, a de- 
scription Of persons, as to whose pursuits 



yon • are laudably- enthusiastic. But the 
real tendency of your exertions is to pro- 
tect and promote* the taxirig system, and 
thereby to enable the Government to keep- 
up, during peace, a standing army and all 
those means of patronage, heretofore Un- 
known in England, and the keeping up 
of which tends to the total extinguishment 
of even thef great country gentlemen, the 
little ones having all been swallowed up 

long ago. Stand here, I pray you, and 

reflect before you proceed another inch, 
— w-You perceive clearry, th a t t he w rite r, 
whom I have quoted, under pretence of 
protecting the farmer and promoting agri- 
culture, aims at keeping up the taxes, that 
is to say, an immense military establish* 
ment and patronage, which it is your in- 
terest, and the farmer's interest, zn$ tlie 
country's interest, to see reduced to no* 
thing, seeing, that we now want no 
standing army any more than our fore- 

fathers didi 1 have read a long letter 

of Mr, Wbstkkk to shew, that it-is ju&t 
and necessary to pass a Bill to protect the 
farmer. The reasonings of that very able 
letter are unanswerable, if we admit, that 
tks taxing system must remain in full t*% 
gour, which the author seems to admit, 
and which I wonder that he should have 



English farmer wHl not grow corn, unlesa 
he is pUt upon as good a footing, at least, 
as the French tanner. But, then, it is 
not shewn, that this cannot be accom*- 
plished without a Com Bill ; and yet, 
this ought to be shewn, and clearly shewn, 
by those, who, in open hostility to the 
common feeling of mankind, propose such 
a measure.— The former, and the pror 
sperity of agriculture,do not depend upon 
the price of- corn alone : there are the 
hides, the skins, the wooj, and the flax. 
All very great articles t>f produce. These 
are, in great part, wrought juto articles of 
dress by our manufacturers, and fyus they 
are exported. Make the corn dtfr ; mak* 
the food of the manufacturer tyke us dear 
a^ the food of the manufacturer in France, 



VERNMKNT, and not the FAR#Elt, v America, and elsewhere, and wlj© will 
' * f ^ ^' l """ J ~ purchase tlie dear manufactures ?— But, 

take away the taxes that support the 
army, the ordnance, a great part of fh$ 
navy ; abolish the new military school^ 
and all their enormous expenccs ; return 
again to cheap and peaceful, government • 
lay aside tha bayonet antf the broad- 
sword, and be content with the old^ 
fajjuoned shenaYs wand and constable's 
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jtaff. Do this, and there wffl be quite 
enough left to discharge the just debts of 
&e country and to support the Crown 
with sufficient splendour, though Wheat 
Should again fall (as I hope it .will) to the 
old 5 shouigs a bushel of J eth roTvll ; 
and agriculture will flourish and farmers 
wifl thrive as much as they have done for 
the last twenty years ; and, what is still 
ef more importance, pauperism will al- 
most disappear, hospitality will revive, and 
honesty, the constant companion of com- 
petence, will -curtail the long and dissaal 
lists of crimes, commitments, convic- 
tions, banishments^ and executions, which 
now fill the muni with horror and dismay. 
" Here 9 ' say the writers; " we take our 
etand. The English farmer cannot now 
corn, unless, " by an importation duty, 
"the foreign farmer be made to bear part 
"of tie Engtiihfarmn** tcxef.— But, he 
wifl not bear part then; for, he will nof 
hrhtg At> corn, and it is meant that he 
should not. Here I take my standi Re- 
duce the tasee of the English farmer, 
and then he will grow corn enough with* 
tut the add of foreign supply ; and the 
panufacturers, eating cheap food, will be 
tble to sett cheaper that* the. manufacturers 
of other jttgana; and, thus, ail wiH thrive 
together **$* modern; by eofttfmied^ 
heavy taxation, and all will decline toge- ' 
ffcar, efgept the military and naval offi- 
cial part of thejHtoimujuty, who will, in 
the end, obtain a predominance, such as 
fhey possess in the Austrian, Prussian, 
JLussian and German dominions, and 
English freedom and English manner* 
and English morals and English tastes 
and English learning and eloquence will 
take their ffi£bt for ever to the other side 
pfthe Atlantic.— 1 Jtoidrv think it possi- 
ble, that such men as Mr. Coke and Mr. . 
Water* should be' the partisans of a 
.measure having such a tendency. They 
may doubt, whether }t be- practicable, 
wthout ttejuty fo tke fond-holders, to- re- 
duce the taxes so as to enable the -former 
to- sell wbeat at #S. a bushel. For my 
part, I have' ho doubt at all upoip the sub- 
ject; but, before' I give mvsejf the trou- 
ble of proving, and mv readers the^ trou- 
ble of reading what i have to say upon 
tiie subject, Jet ^he advocates of a new 
?nd odious measure give us their argu- 
ineats to prove, that the measure is indis- 
nensaUy necessary to the discharge of 
me Just debts of the country and to the 
sappqrt «f our gov^njnejit agraaaUv to 



the constitution. It is for those who pro- 
pose sucn a meastrre to shew, that it 
can/hot ho dome without ; and this they 
must shew before any just man wUl give 
his consent to it— The measure would 
be no protection to the farmer; it would 
do bin no good ; k would do tke land- 
owner am good : what jt gave in prohi- 
bition, it would take away in tax, and 
give it to the military, naval, and official 
part of the community, the tendency of 
which tntmtineyitabry be to give these a 
predomnmnoe over att the peaceful arts 
and professions, and to produce aO tin) 
lamentable consequences which I hav# 
above described. — For these reasons, I, ' 
who am a farmer by taste as wjsil 
as in (act, and who am deeply interestfd 
in the prosperity of agriculture, detest and 
abhor, from the bottom, of my soul, tan. 
idea of any measure tending to raise, or 
keep up, the price of corn ; and, if that* 
be but one man in all England found to 
petition against such a njeasnre, I will b# 
that! 



COTINSNTAL APPAIM.*— Jt k*tm* 

possible to peruse to? mfoi^tion^hioll 
now daily arrives from tke Continent, 
without experiencing the most awcfid s«K 
s**§tfo* s^tta «^aneka> ***** of aflujr* 
in that quarter* It is true, appearaaosjs 
are very often deceitful, and lowering 
clouds frequently subside;* but there ne- 
ver was a period known, in universal his* 
tory when the '' din of preparation 9 
seemed so mat, Let us turn our eyea 
from the Mediterranean to the Baltic, 
peace and tranquility 2s no whereto be 
found. In Italy, all the convulsions of 
the thirteenth centurv appear to have re* 
vivedv. The dawn of liberty baying open* 
ed on that delightful country, itsmhabi* 
tants cannot without difficulty return un- 
der the yoke of slavery. We find the 
court of Vienna in the most feverish 
alarm on. the subject* Long accustomed 
as the Austrian monarch v has been to 
fact; ws>h mnraetyto the entire possession 
of the Adriatic Oulf,fram the possession 
of the ports of which, she nfigfet indulge 
a prospect*™ hope of possessing ** ships, 
u colonies, and commerce," it cannot be, 
but with the utmost apprehension, that 
she finds the voice of public opinion de- 
cidedly against her views. Little doubt 
can be entertained by the most common- 
place politician, that a yreat motive which 
mfluenced Austria^ to join ^tha AJJirs, *| 
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{fie' critical period whefl by Francis's un- 
natural desertion of his .son-in-law — a de- 
sertion so totally unlooked for, that it 
produced, as it could not fail to do, the 
most decisive consequences,— 1 say, the 
Emperor Francis must have been greatly 
. stimulated to this act, by the jealousy 
. with which he viewed the Iron Crown on 
the head of Napoleon; shutting oat, as 
it did for ever, all his Italian prospects. 
The information from Italy is rather bar- 
ren; but no doubt can be entertained that 
Austria, finding Murat necessary to her 

• views, has entered into a *ec*et alliance 
t with him to secure his throne, on condi- 
/ tion that the upper part of Italy shall be- 

* come Austrian* Insurmountable difficul- 
ties have been thrown in the way of this 
project. Among others, the sudden re- 

. rival of the King of Sardinia, who, irAhe 
present rage for . the resuscitation of legi- 
timate monarchs, has, of course, asserted 
; Ms fclatm to his " lawful possessions." 
. JBut great part of the former kingdom of 
v Surdmia had so often changed owners, 
that it was impossible almost to recollect 
-Irs-tHspersed masters. Austria has there- 
. Am ebeeU contented * to -secure atproent 
, what she could lay hold of, leaving to 
t time and fortune the completion of her 
idtiuiato views. The sacrifice of the free 
.stftte of Genoa to the &ari}uyan tfcrojue 
has been, a part of this system. Trns 
measure is » said* in almost all our news- 
papers* to be tyrannical and oppressive; 
to be in palpable contradiction tp every 
declaration of the allied powers ; and 
t violatory of every profession they made 
t as to the lilieraAing of Europe. True, or 
false* as these accusations may be, I have 

• little doubt the poor Genoese uiu&t submit 
. to " existing circumstances." 1 have also 
> my fears that Murat himself will ultimate- 
ly fall. Aloue as he stands among the 

. legitimate monarchs, can it be supposed 
that his exis^eiK-e will be endured, re- 
minding them of the great man by whom 
they were .set up, and put downat piea- 

. sure? C<>ustunt reports and hints are 
circulated in all the continental papers, of 
the advantageous exejianges ottered to 

, li'irt for his pie^ent kingdom ; ami if,, like 

# IVeaukaruoic, he should not choose to go 
\ with a good grace, he has every reason 
' to dread the result. It may not happen 

immediately ; but if the new organization 

of Europe remain, his eveutuai fate may 

be considered as already sealed. As to 

. tkif Vo^t* b$ ** *° IHtle thought o{ under 



the present system, and bis- very name so 
seldom Occurs, except when he himself 
introduces it, that there is every appear- 
ance of his sinking fast, as I fervently 
hope he will; into his old denomination 
of Bishop of Rome } when Pope, con- 
clave, and cardinals would soon be 
forgotten, was it not for the perse- 
cutions which religion, from time 
immemorial, has brought upon mankind, 
— In Spain, the bdovtd Ferdinand has 
outraged every feeling, which tire 
laws of policy and humanity ought to 
have dictated! Jlis friends and his foes 
have fallen in one universal conscription. 
Neither age nor sex is spared. The 
reign of priesthood is revived, hi all its 
horrors. That bloody tribunal the In- 
quisition, is proceed ing with gigantic 
strides. Horror and desolation mark its 
progress, and universal destruction is the 
only trace it leaves behind. In France, 
little of tranquillity appears to have been 
established. Louis XVIII. whom all pa** 
ties a£ree to be a inikl, beniheent, and 
good man, appears to be too much under 
the influence of the priests to be as popu- 
lar as he might be, if he would shake off 
their odious yoke. The revolution in taut 
country, unexampled as it ha* been in 
extent, both of moral and political inHu- 
<«ttce, -has so completely opened the eyes 
of all mankind, that the delusions of 
religion now excite little else than ridi- 
cule. If I am to believe the Ttmt9 
newspaper which, to use an appropri- 
ate phrase on tins subject, is always apo- 
cryphal, a most serious convulsion was 
on the point of lately breaking forth 
in Paris, in consequence of a fanatic 
monk, wishing, and endeavouring, to 
revive one of those monstrous absurdities 
which disgraced the dark and barbarous, 
period^ of ignorance and superstition. 
Nor was it prevented until the king had 
been \\\ ice sent to, and, from its increasing; 
violence, the most alarming cousequencos 
were to be apprehended : and all this 
because a wretched priest 1 bought pro- 
per to deny the rights of sepulchre to 8* 
respectable woman, who had for sixty 
yours bceu au artist iu a profession ci r- 
tainly more harmless, if not more ration; f ? 
than his own t From every thhig wbiclj 
I can perceive in that couutry, her affairs, 
are in a nio^t unsettled state. Soulf 4 
who wishes to out Herod-Herod, ha^ 
excited a flame iu the matter of General 
Lxctlmans, \\hu{i will require more $kJ}\ 
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and ability than he possesses, to extin- 
guish.— Proceeding northward, the affairs' 
of Holland next meet the eye. Here, we 
find the most unnatural union between the 
* Dutchman and the Brabantcr : men as 

♦ opposite in "their pursuits, composition, 
and constitution as two animals of the 
same species can possible be. An army 
of 75,000 troops, in the pay of England, 
one half our own countrymen, is in gar- 
rison in that country. * Where the people 
are satisfied, such an army is unnecessary, 
and if they are not satisfied, twice the 
number Will not nutke them so.— It is ut- 
terly impossible to describe the state of 
Germany, for here calculation is perfectly 
lost.] Report contradicts report, in end- 
less variety. One thing alone is clear, 
that the allied sovereigns, who established 
the late crusade, in the most solemn 
professions of the most pure disinte- 
restedness are now adopting the very 

' system of Napoleon, even to the expres- 
sions he made use of in 'that system. 
The ear h fatigued with the word " In- 
*" deinnity," ami 1 was in hopes that, in 
common decency, it would have been left 
: out of tbe vocabulary of the Allies. On 
the contrary, it appears that the Vienna 
Congress is occupied, day and night, in 
carding out fresh " indemnities" for the 
iMU^erors of their gretrt prototype, Ac 
fallen Napoleon. * Russia and Prussia 
are said to be determined on seizing their 
'defenceless prey,* and to possess them- 
selves by force of what is denied to them 
by reason, justice, ami common honesty. 
Was there a single act in the whole life of 
the French Emperor so base and atrocious 
as the attempt attributed to these monarch* 
to root out the whole family of the King 
of Saxony T The deposition of Ferdinand 
of Spain* was but child's play to this.— 
He signed his abdication, a,nd Joseph had 
% pretence at least to his throne, not onlv 
by this act of Ferdiuand, but by the wiil 

• of at least one half of the population of 
the country. ' But, in Saxony, the whole 
nation, to a man, concur in abhorring this 
tartar-like usurpation ; and it never can 
be carried but by the loss of much hu- 
man blood. The same argument precise- 
ly applies foPoiand. That ill-fated coun- 
try, has been ever the prey to lawless 

** violence and ambition; and 1 he magna- 
nimous A lexander is accused of following, 
with undevuiting accuracy, the blood- 
stained steps of his ancebtor, the immor- 

l p$ ^athijrujc. JBut }m\ shyji 1 describe 



the monstrous aggression which aft Eu* 
rOpe, and, I lament to say, Great Britain 
also, have committed against 4he brave 
Norwegians* Hie historian will blush, 
when he indites the page in which he 
'records the detestable fact, that a British 
Fleet blockaded the Norwegian ports, to 
starve that wretched country into sub- 
mission to their new masters, by 
preventing the entry of all the common 
articles of necessity, even to food; 
and this hi violation of the general wi&h 
of the whole country, expressed in the 
strongest manner almost by acclamation. 
The mind revolts at a picture like this ; 
mid yet this is the state of peace and hap- 
piness which the allied Sovereigns have 
so pompously sounded throughout Europe 
they were about to confer upon mankind. 
It remains to say a few words as to our 
own favoured country. In the year 1792, 
when the heactn-bom minister involved 
us in twenty-two years war, bad any man 
ventured to assert, that in the year 1811V, 
we should have incurred a debt of nearly 
a thousand millions, and that the 
boasted " free Englishman/' should be 
subject to a tax by which his most secret 
concerns were laid open to investigation, 
he would have been treated either as a 
fool, or a madman. Yet so it is, and so 
if will continue, unless something like th* 
public spirit of former times is revived. 
The operation of corruption has been so 
general, that it has extended its baneful 
influence, more or less, iu every quarter. 
The vile hireling press has had its full 
share of the mischief. Mens minds, dur- 
ing the* continuance of the late" war, were 
too much occupied with foreign politics, 
to devote sufficient of their time and at- 
tention to what was. passing at home. 
The evil, therefore, has taken deep root, 
and it will require all our energies to root 
it up. It is a sacred duty every one owes 
to the country, and I cordiaify* hope that 
duty may be fulfilled. 



FINANCE. 

Mr. Cobbbtt. — I have read with pe- 
culiar attention an account in the Morn- 
w* Chronicle, purporting to be a detail 
of the proceedings of the late Winchester 
Meeting on the subject of the Properly 
Tax.-* I havtf looked this over in the nuht 
careful manner, ami nm of opinion, from 
its internal evidence, that this must be a 
garble*} statement, and that Mr. Perry 
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has notgivenitasitreally took place. I very 
much lament this, because in the present 
degraded state, of the British Press, the 
MrOrmng C/tronicle and Statesman are 
the only daily newspapers in which the 
public has a chance of finding any thing 
like the truth; and if Mr. Perry, no 
matter from what motives, is to be in- 
duced to withhold from us any thing of 
importance on our side tf the question, 
and Mr. Lovell is to be continued in his 
imprisonment in Newgate, no matter how 
or why ; in these cases, the only twe* 
sources we have of genuine information 
will be completely shut up, and we must 
look to the polluted streams of the Times, 
and the Courier, for whatever filth and' 
falsehood they choose to .cram down 
our throats — Jiowever, taking Mr. Perry's 
account (for we have* no other,) to be an 
accurate one, I beg leave to trouble you 
ivith a few observations, that occur to me 
even from so imperfect an account of the 
proceedings of that day. 

The public cannot but be much in- 
debted to you for the manly manner in 
which you met the question, and, with- 
out reference either, to Whigs or 
Tories, without thinking either of Lord 
Grey or Lord CJrenville, or Mr. Pitfs six 
percent or Mr. Fox's/ ten per cent wt 
once declaring openly and above aboard, 
. that in the present state of our expendi- 
ture, this tax must go op, or a substitute 
-for it be provided. Th* feet i*, thf po- 
vernment cannot go on without resources 
to the amount which, it produces. It is 
understood that the war with America 
cost upon an average a million a month. 
Speaking from memory only, I believe 
the Property Tax produced about twenty 
millions a year. .Thus, therefore, at the 
first blush, it would appear that even 
during the continuance of the American 
war, this |ax produced a surplus of eight 
millions, and that, therefore, when the 
war ceased, of course the Property Tax 
pught to cease also. Hut the very oppo- 
site b the met; and although by the fa- 
vourable issue of the negotiations at 
Ghent, a very considerable saving will no 
doubt be made ; yet, it appears to oe 
totally forgotten, that we have an army 
in America of from 30 to 40,000 men, 
and another in Holland of nearly twice 
that amount. The army in America can- 
not be brought home for at least six 
months to come ; and that in Belgium, I 
suppose, wjll not be hj ought home at all, 



but remain there to take cam of bur friend 
the Sovereign Prince of the Netherlands, 
or whatever he is called, and to protect 
him and his new dominions from the ar*» 
prehensions he entertains from his new 
subjects and his old neighbours. It seems 
to be totally forgotten also, that Commis- 
sary General Sir Hu^h Robert Kennedy, 
Knight, and Commissary General Sir 
Charles Henry Dairy mple, Knight, and 
Commissary General Sir Charles Edward 
Eylruir, Knight, (one Scotch, one Irish, 
*m one English, to properly ^represent 
Mr. John Bull in his triple capacity) are 
at present most actively occupied in) what 
is called according to the technical phrase 
of office, winding up the accounts of the 
Peninsula, where a sura of no less tlraif 
thirteen millions, for which bills either 
are or will be drawn upon the English 
treasury, remains to be provided for. 

The enormous expence which must at? 
tend the bringing borne of our American 
army; the unsettled Ordinance accounts } 
the charges of' Transport, and various* 
other branches of the public service, 
which, supposing the ratification of peace 
to arrive in the earliest possible time, 
must of necessity continue so lpng, thai 
this, year will probably expire before any 
eijteittfl reduction can take place, will 
obviously create an expenee so enormous, 
that not only will the IProperty Tax, or 
some other equally productive,, he oeces» 
sary to meet it, but £ loan of at least 
twenty millions will be required for the 
service of the current year. — T|ie trifling 
reduction which has taker* place in the 
navy, can hardly be said at all to diminish 
our expence in that branch of service j 
and I am quite satisfied that the Prince 
Regent's week's merry making at Jubilee 
fair, and the feasting and dancing of the 
Allied Sovereigns, who honoured us with 
their company last Summer, will cost a 
much greater sum than will have been 
saved by the paving off the few ships 
that have been placed in ordinary. 

No effectual reduction lias certainly 
taken place at home,. If we except the 
reduction of the Militia, and a few super- 
numary officers of the line placed on hal£ 
pay, nothing that can be called an im- 
portant saving has been made. It is 
true^ a few sppond battalions have been 
reduced. But how? \Vhy by | drafting 
the men to their respective first batta- 
lions; mid thus the only diminution 
of expence is the mere c^fferenee between 
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the lull and half pay of atet of meritorious 
tod deserving officers, who are sent to 
the right-about bow they are no longer 
wanted; while all the extraordinary and 
expensive establishments of the Treasury, 
and the Horse Guards, remain untouched, 
and, I suppose, will be untouchable. 
The third Secretary of State-ship was 
expressly created as V mere trorestablish- 
jaeat. A variety of corps of different 
sorts and description*, sucn as the Royal 
Artillery Drivers, the Royal Staff Corps, 
the Royal Waggo* Train, and various 
other similar non-descripts were all war 
establishments. Sir Digby Hamilton, 
Knight, Waggon Master General, and 
temporary rank Major General, was, as 
his very designation purports, only a war 
establishment. Yet this colossus, as well 
in size as in expense, still hovers about 
the Horse Guards, shedding his baneful 
influence in all directions. 

How k it possible then that the In- 
come Tan can be dispensed with, while 
such tremendous draughts as these are 
made upon the public purse ? We begin 
at the wrong end. Instead of meeting to 
petition for the repeal of this tax, we 
should petition for the diminution of the 
expence which occasions its necessity, 
la that C9%e we should have re*w*»*en 
out side, for it is palpable and apparent 
that while the present most frightful ex- 
penditure is suffered to continue, it is im- 
possible to Suppose but that a system xA 
taxation sufficiently productive must be 
adapted to meet it. — I remain, &~c. • 

Civis. 



America. 

Sir,— *The acquaintance I consider 
myself fo have formed with vou, through 
the channel of your valuable- kegistcr, atid 
feeling confident yoa will pardon my pre- 
f Tim prion, induce mc to intrude the en- 
closed on your attention /.and if not con- 
trary to your Fegutations, and you should 
deem it worthy of rasurtfpn in your use- 
ful publication, I can onlv say it will par- 
ticularly oblige a young man, who has 
imbibed from your instruction and exam- 
ple an ardent love of liberty, ami who 
has witnessed the late efforts of the 
Americans to mumtain their independ- 
(mce.wfrli admiration, ami the termi nation 
of tine contest with the greatest satisfac- 
tion. Should xay request be thought too 
presumptuous^ I <*tyitt at anv ra»c be re- 



Txie 

paid by the consciousness that the 
sentiments are the offspring of an ho- 
nourable feeling, and consequently will 
meet your approbation. 1 am, <Src. 

Buckingtymnkire. R. II. M. 



ON AMERICA. 
Hail! happy land — the blest abode, « 

Of those, indignant a t Oppression'^ sd^ 

With th*e a hospitable home they £nd ; 
Where no-proud Tyrant' dares maintain, 
In haughty pomp, his iron reign; 
Whetfe-ao vain titles are conferred, 
Upon Corruption's servile herd ; 
But where Equality alone 
Has built upon a rock its throne ; 
They fly, America, to tbee> . 
To ta£Te the sweets of Liberty; 
Undaunted plough tlr* Atlantic ware, 
And buov'd by Hope, all dangers bravv; 

They leave the grovUng slaves of Courts 
behind, 

Tasatk tWt*omis'd land* tV Asykavof 
mankind. 

Hail! land of Freedom,— Genius Uiem 
Protected, thrives beneath thy fosfring 

care. 
The mind unshackled, and restraints un,- 
knoM n ; 
TbeRiOHTS OKMANare tkeredisplay'd. 
Of no despotic law afraid ; 
Religion, hcav'njy Maid, is FftEF, 
And teaches pure Morality; 
No subtle Priebls with Tyrants joiu'd, 
Endeavour to euslave Mankind ; 
But free in action as in word,' 
Th* voice of Justice there is heard ; 
- Who executes, with even hand, 

The eqtiallaws, which Wisdom plann'd; 
May thy example, to surroundhig Nations 

shewn, 
Hurl Priestcraft to the dust, and Dpspotknj 
fipoiu his throne. 
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Thb Congress 



Mr. Cobbett.— Although it may be 
hazardous to canvass, at present, the 
motives of our generous, and just allies, 
yet I think that their proceedings form 
a very prominent subject for general 
animadversion. Perhaps, previously to 
entering into any review of their con- 
duct, it may be as well to say a few 
words relative to the exaggerated expec- 
tations, generally formed as to the re- 
sult of the deliberations of these digni- 
fied and immaculate characters. It 
was certainly imagined by a great majo- 
rity of those who huzzaed and attended, 

- from morning to night, every movement 
of our recent royal visitors, that every 
thing would be settled by them upon 
the fairest and most honorable basis. 
Tlie applauses bestowed upon them 
were intended as much to reprobate the 
conduct of him whom fate had overthrown, 
as in approbation of those who had 
been the secondary agents of his ruin. 
We gave credit for their professions ; we 
anticipated a generous and most magna- 
nimous policy from the Liberator Alex- 
ander, and Frederick, the wise and the 
eedate. It is now said, however, by 
the Courier, the Times, and almost all 
our Newspapers, that a little Bono- 
partcan leaven r is mixed, even in the 
composition of these legitimate Kings. 
There appears,, say these journals, to 
be a singular assimulation to the politi- 
cal system of the recent Ruler of France 
in afl the proceedings of the Congress. 
Their ideas of 'regal justice seem not 
very distant from the policy of usurpa T 
tion. Aggrandisement is the word with 
all of them. They seem almost inclined 
to dispute the climax of injustice with 
Napoleon, and to pay as little regard as 
himself to the rights of their inferiors. 

' His avdacify, they add, is wanting ; but 
his ropqeity is not left far behind, f have 
often neard it remarked, that the views 
of Buonaparte completely identified him 
with the legitimate and hereditary sove- 
reigns of the day. 'He was as fond of 
governing imperiously, as careless of the 
rights and welfare of his subjects, and 
the right* of his. neighbours, as if his an- 
cestors had sat for centuries on thrones 
and the sceptre had descended to him 
from some ancient robber, instead of in - 
ving been forcibly grasped by the rude 
hands of a modern one. And it seems 



in no slight degree to confirm the opinion 
which so many entertain upon this sub- 
ject with myself, that the only monarch , 
who has uniformly been the decided ene- 
my of Napoleon, remains the victim of 
his sincere hostility, without exciting either 
the friendly commiseration, or the notice 
of those monarchs to whom he set the 
first example of resistance and resolution. 
I am not justifying his conduct; he was 
too fond of war, and perhaps dirangedi 
but God knows if these are just reasons 
for the deposition oi legitimate kings,, y*e 
" decks would soon be swabbed," of half 
the regal list oi former times. The person 
I allude to is Gustavus of Sweden, who 
has lost liis own kingdom in the cause for 
which ourselves and our magnanimous 
allies pretend to have been fighting— the 
restoration of the old order of things 00 
the continent. Now, Sir, ba* not {his 
Gustavus a much greater right to claim 
" indemnity" than any of them? And 
would it not do more credit to the charac- 
ter of the Russian Autocrat, to set the 
crown of Poland upon the head of Gus- 
tavus, than to pocket it himself, or give 
it to his brother ? It was my intention 
to have seriously canvassed the claims of 
Russia to Poland; but, really, Sir, it would 
he paying them a compliment which they ' 
do not deserve. Reason need not conv> 
bat the principles that have no foundation, 
but power — na right but force. Juvbnis, 

- — ■ — — ■ ■ ' % 

Public Rejoicing. 

Mr. Cobbett.— The public who so 
greedily rejoiced, and feasted, and illu- 
minated, and were beyond measure elated 
at the downfall of Buonaparte, as an event 
that could not fail to do for England all 
their hearts could desire; (in which, by 
the by, they now begin to see they were* 
mistaken,) that public having suffered the 
late happy peace with America, which I 
consider to be far more beneficial to 
the true interests of our country and the 
world, to pass by without any illumination, 
or other more rational mode of expressing 
their joy, I, who am sorry for the omis- 
sion, have considered what it would have 
coat me to illuminate on that occasion, 
and determined to devote that sum as far 
as it will go, to tug purchase of your 
valuable Register. By so doing, I shall 
materially gratify myself, pay the debt of 
TrB*itudc to those principles, whose aim 
it has always been to, bring about tha£ 
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pear*, and as tor as humble efforts go, to I 

contribute to their spread and encourage- I N*. l— Copy of a Letter from Messrs. Adams, 
I shall also shew my admiration 



neat. 1 shall also shew my 
of the writer, whom I consider to be the 
anfy one 1 know, that has set the matter 
of America in its true light; and whom 
I respect, (as far as I know, which is only 
by bis Register, as a sound patriot, clear 
writer, and an honest man. If you were 
to publish this in your Register, perhaps 
it might induce others to do the same, or 
something like it; and it is an opportunity 
for the friends of freedom, to encourage 
her cause, without any extra expence to 
themselves. For few, or none, of the 
friends of peace, I presume, (save those 
who abstain from principle,) would have 
dacoDed to Hght up, if it had been gene- 
rally the case. I speak more particularly 
to the inhabitants of towns. Those in 
the country, who would have spent money 
ou the occasion, in other ways, but did 
not, because they had not the opportunity, 
may also adopt the same plan. 1 embrace 
this occasion, Sir, to thank you for your 
pest efforts, for your country's good. Go 
en, I entreat you, iu -the useful work you 
have so long, and so admirably conducted. 
The .time is coming, 1 hope, when your 
labours will be justly appreciated, and 
produce good fruit. War having ceased, 
corruption has lost half its food. The ne- 
cessity of strict economy, aud the ill 
effects of extravagant expenditure, and 
the chimerical ideas we have entertained, 
Kill occasion reflection, and that must 
shew us the true causes of the mischief, 
and dispose the whole community to ad- 
mire, and imitate those principles which 
would have prevented it ; and to follow 
which affords now the best chance of re- 
storation to that happy state we were 
once in. Heartily wishing this consum- 
mation, I am your admirer aud well- 
wialier, W. W. 

STATE PAPERS. 

Message to the Senate and Home of Re- 
presentatives of t/te United States. 

1 transmit, for tit* information of Congress, the 
coounmuttUkxw last seoeived from the Ministers 
Eatraacdmary and Plenipntentitry of jl* United 
Stale* of Ghent, explaining the course tnd actual 
state of (heir negotiation with the Plenipotentiaries 
af Great Britain. 

Jax£S Madison. 

Pec I, 1814. 



Bayard, Clay, Russell, and Gallatin, to the Secre- 
tary of State, dated Ghent, Oct. 95» 1814; 

Sir,— We have the honour of transmitting here- 
with, copies of all our correspondence with the 
British Plenipotentiaries, since the departure of Mr. 
Dallas. Although the negociatiou has not ter- 
minated so abruptly as we expected at that period 
that it would, we have no reason to retract the opi- 
nion which Me then expressed, that no hopes of 
peace as likely to result from it, could be enter- 
tained. It is true, that the terms which the British 
Government had so peremptorily pi escribed at that 
lime, have been apparently abandoned, and that 
the tine qua non then required as a preliminary, 
to all discussion upon other topics, has been re- 
duced to an article securing merely an Indian pa- 
cification, which we have agreed to accept, subject 
to the ratification or rej -ctlou of our Government. 
But you will perceive that our request for the ex- 
change of a projet of a Treaty has been eluded* 
and that in their last note, the British Plenipoten- 
tiaries have advanced a deraaud not only new and 
inadmissible, but totally incompatible with their 
uniform previous declarations,' that Great Britain 
had no view in this negotiation to any acquisition 
of tenitory. ft will be perceived that this- new 
preteusiou was brought forward immediately alter 
the accoouts had been received that a British force 
had taken possession of all that part of the State 
of Massachusetts, situate Blast of Penobscot river. 
The British Plenipotentiaries have invariably re- 
ferred to their Government every note received 
from us, aud waited the return of their messenger 
be lot e they have transmitted to us their answer ; 
and the whole tenor of the correspondence, as well 
as the manner iu which it has been conducted on 
the put l of the I3ritu>h Government, have concurred 
to tcuvinee us, that their object has been delay- 
their motives for this policy we presume to have 
been, to keep the alternative of peace or a protracted 
war in their own hands, uulil a genrral auange- 
uiuit of European affairs should be accomplished 
at tlie Congress of Vienna, and until tbey could 
avail iliem»rlves ol the advantages, which they hava 
anticipated iioui the sacce-s of their arms, curing 
the present campaign in America. Although the 
Sovereigns whj hud determined to be present at 
the Cougress of Vienna hay a been already several 
weeks assembled there, it does not appear by the 
lastg^dviccs from that place that the Congress has 
been formally opened. On the coutrary, by a 
dvclaration Jrom the Plenipotentiaries of the Pow* 
rrs, who were parties to the peace of Paris of 30th 
May la»t, the opening of the Congress appears 
lo have been postponed to thu first of November, 
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A memorial it said to hive been presented by the 
French Amhssfador Talleyrand, in which it is de- 
clared, that France huvlng returned to her jjoun- 
dviet iu 1794, can recognize none of the aggran- 
disement* of the other great r\>were of Europe 
tine* that period, although not intending to oppose 
tlicm by war. These circumstances, indicate that 
the new basis for the political system of Europe* 
will not be so speedily setOed as had been expected. 
'I he principle thus seamed by France is very ex- 

\ tensive in its effects, and opens a field lor negotia- 
tion much wider than had been anticipated. We 
think it does oat ptotnise an aspect of immediate 
tranquillity to this Continent, and that it wiH dis- 
conceft particularly the measures which Great Bri- 

. tain has been faking with regard to the future desti- 
nation of thin country, among others, and to which 
she has attached apparently much importance. 
We have the houour to be, with great respect. Sir, 
your very humble servants, John Quivcy Adams, 
J. A» Bayabo, II. Clay* Jona. Russell* 
Albibt Gallatin. 

tfe. IX.— NOTE from the British to the Amcrkan 

Ministers.— October 31 ,1914. 

The undersigned have had the honour of receiving 
the note of (lie American Plenfpotcntiariea, of the 
J 3th instant, communicating the acceptance of their 
article, which the undersigned had prepared on/the 
subject of the pacification and rights of the Indian 
Nations. The undersigned are happy In being 
thus relieved from the uecessity of recurring to 
several topics, which though they arose lit the 
course of their discussions, have only an incidental 
Connection with the differences remaining to be 
adjusted between the two countries. With a view 
to this adjustment, the undersigned preferring, in 
the present state of tbe negotiation, a general state- 
ment to the formal arrangement of an ides, are 
' willing so far to comply with the request of the 
American Plenipotentiaries, contained in their last 
note, as to waive the advantage to which tliey think 
'chew were fairly entitled, of requiring from them 
*he first projet of a treaty. The tindersijciied haw 
viisg stated at the first conference the noru(*, upon 
whrch his Majesty's Government considered the 
<HsctS9*ion» between the two oountrict a* likely to 
turn, cannot better satisfy the rc^oest of the 
American Pleulpotentiurivs than by referring them 
10 that conference for a stuterw nt of the point*, 
which in the opinion of his Majesty's Government, 
yet remain to be ndju>t*d. With respect to the 
forcible seizure of marines from ou board niereaWnt 
vessels on the high sees, and the right ot the 
King of Great Britain to the allegiance of nil his 
' native subject*^ and with respect to the maritime 
rights of the British Empire, the undersigned con- 
ceive, that after the {pretentions asserted by the Go- 



vernment of the UeiteslStvless • more smiisectofj 
pesof of the conciliatory spirit of hit Majesty'* 
Government cannot be given, then by not requiring 
any stipulation est those subjects, which* though 
most important Sn tbcrn*elves,.uo longer, in cojiss> 
quenee of the ustiritime pacification of Europe, 
pr o d uce the same practical results. On the sub* 
ject of the Fbheriet, the undersigned expressed 
with so modi frankneas, at tbe coiderence already, 
referred to, tbe view* of their Government, that 
they consider any fortJset eeeervetions on that topic 
at ennec es s ar y at the* present time. On the qoee- 
tien of the boundary between the domtnione of hia> 
Majesty end those of the United States, the uudetw 
signed ere led to expect from the discussion which 
this subject has already undergone, that the North. 
Western boundary, from the Lake of the Woods se> 
tbe Misshwipip (the intended arrangement of 1803) 
will be admitted without objecthsn. In regard. 
to other boundaries, the American Plenipot«e*» 
thrift, in their note of August 84, appeeeed in seem* 
measure* to object to the propositions then made 
by the undersigned, as not being on tbe basis of 
arts* jntndetti. Tbe undersigned are wilting to 
treat on that basis, subject to such luodificasJoc* 
esf mutual convenience may be found to reqoimti 
and toey trust that tbe American Plenipotentiaries* 
will shew, by their ready acceptance of this basis, 
tlmt they duly appreciate the nsederation of hie 
Majesty's Government in so far consdldngthe Isossosr* 
and fair pretensions of the United States, u in th* 
relative situation of the two countries, to authorise! 
such a'propokitioh. The undersigned avail theus* 
selves ot this opportunity to renew to the Asaerioan 
Plenipotentiaries tbe assurance of their high con- 
sideration. (Signed) Gambibb, Hen by Goul~ 
aoBM, William Adam. 

No. X.—XOTE from the American to ths> Bri- 
tish Ministers.— OcU 24. 1*14. 

Tbe undenigned hove the honour to acknowledger 
die receipt of the Note of the British Plenipoten- 
tiaries of the 21st instant. Amongst the general 
observations which the undersigned, in their Note) 
of the 24th August, made en the propositious thesv 
brought forward' on tbe pest of the British Govenw 
ment, they remarked that tbcent propositions were 
founded neither on the basis of uti passidctts, nor 
on that of sratttt ante btlUm. But so (ar were they 
from suggesting the uti pouidetit as the basis ou, 
which they were disposed to treat, that in the same 
Note they expressly stated, that they had beam 
instructed to conclude a peace ou the principle 
of both parties restoring whatever territory they 
might have taken. The undersigned also declared* 
in that Note, that they had no authority to cedar 
any part of the territory of the United States* ami 

that to no stipulation to that elect would they sas> 
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Kate; and in the Note of the 9th September* after 
saving shewn that the basis of uti poiiastis, such 
at h was known to exist at the commencement of 
the negpdetJou, gave no claim to his Britannic 
Majesty to cessions of territory founded upon the 
right ef cenqoett ; they added* that even if tin* 
stances of war should give to the British arms 
a momentary possefsion of other parts of the terri- 
tory of the United States* such events woold not 
alter their views with regard to the terms of -peace 
la which they would give tbek consent. Theun* 
dsisigaed c^x now onjy repeat those declarations, 
sad decline treating upon the basis of uti possidetis, 
or open any other principle involving a cession of 
toy part nf the territory of the United States. As 
they have uniformly stated, they can treat only upon 
the pijnciples of a mutual restoration of whatever 
territory may have been taken by either paity. 
From this principle they cannot recede ; and the 
undersigned; after the repeated declarations of the 
British Plenipotentiaries, that Great Britain liad 
oo view to acquisition of territory in this negotia- 
tion, deem* it necessary to add, that the utility of 
hi continuance depends', on their adherence to this 
principle The undersigned having declared in 
their. Note of the 21st of August, that 
•ltboogh instructed and prepared to enter 
into an amicable discussion of oh* 1 the points, 

^•jMrWch difference* or uncertainty had existed, 
sjaTwWb'anigM hereafter tend to hiterrUpt the 
harmony of4he two countries, they would not make 

.. U& eajtflujrto© ef the pencea* all -depend upon a 
saccessful rewaltof the discussion ; and having since 
agreed to the preliminary article proposed by the 
Ornish Government, had believed that the negotia- 
tion, already seJeng protracted /could not be brought 
to an early conclusion otherwise than by the coru- 
Bnmication of a projet, embracing all the otter 
specific propositions which Gieat Britain Intended 
p oflfer. They lepeat their request in thai ropoct, 
and will buve no objection to a simultaneous ex- 
change of the presets of both parties. This course 
Will bring fairly into discussion the other topics 
tmbraced in the last note ef the Ornish Picmpoten* 
Varies, to wliich the undersigned have thought it 
unnecessary to *dre*i at the psesent titnV. * The 
sndersigpe»J, senow to tho Bsitiah Wetiipotentfatfc* 
the asssKaraseofrhett high consideration. (Signed; 
Johji (^uiiccy A»*ms, Jaaju A. iJAVAan, 
JUtfur t*LAY, Jonathan Klssiui.. A. Oai.- 
AATtjr. 

Jo. XT.—Copy of a Letter /iron, t^e American 

Commissioners to the Secreiarv of Slate, dated 

Ghent, October 31,4814. 

Sta,-- The detention of the Chauncey at Oitend, 

enables as to send the inclosed Is ore, from the 

Ittnt Plenipotentiaries, which wc have just re- 
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cetved. We have the honour to be, with perfect 
respect, your obedient servauts, John Quinct 
Adams, J. A, Bayard; H. Cl*y, Joua. Rus- 
sell, A. Gallatin. 

No. XH.— NOTE from the British to the Ame- 
rican Ministers.— October 31, 1814. 
The undersigned have the honotlQ* acknowledge 
the receipt of the note add reused to there by toe 
American Plenipotentiaries on the f 4th instant* in 
which they object to the basis of uti ponidetis pro- 
posed by the undersigned, as that on which they 
arc willing to treat in regard to part of the bounda- 
ries between the dominions of his Majesty and those 
of the United States. The American Plenipotentia- 
ries in their note of the 13th instant, requested the 
undersigned to communicate tiMltem the projet of 
a treaty, embracing all the points insisted on by 
Great Britain, engaging on thetf part to deliver 
immediately after a contra projet as to all (ho 
articles to which they might uot agree, and as to all 
the subjects deemed material by she United States, 
and omitted in the projet of the midersigned. The 
undersigned were accordingly instructed to waive 
the question of etiquette, and the advantage which 
might result from receiving tbe first comnuinicatiou, 
and confiding in the engagement of the American 
Plenipotentiaries, communicated in their notes of 
the>#%sew!stant, srll tne TJtarrrs upon which they are 
instructed to insist. The American Plcnipoteutia- 
ries, have objected to one essential part of the pro-* 
jet thus communicated, bet before'the undersigned 
can enter into the discussion of this objection, they 
must require from the American Plenipotentiaries 
that, pursuant to their engagement, they will deli, 
ver a Contra-projet containing all their objections 
to the |>ointa submitted by the undersigned, tog** 
thcr with a statement ot such further points as the 
Government of tho United States consider to be 
material. The undcrsigued are authorised to state 
di»tinc;ly, that the atticb as to the pscltkaiiuu 
and rights of the Indian nations having been accept* 
ed, they h ave brought forward their note of the 
2 1st iusiant, all the propositions they hove to offer. 
They have no further iu demands to male, no other 
stipulation* on which they are instructed to insist, 
and they are empowered to sign a Treaty of Peace 
forthwith in conformity with those stated in their 
former note. The undersigned trust, therefore, 
that the American Plenipotentiaries will no longer 
hesitate to bring forward, in form of articles or, 
otherwise as they may prefer, those specific propo* 
sitio% upon which they are empowered to sign a. 
Treaty of Peace between the two countries. The 
undersigned avail themselves of the present ,opportu- 
nity to renew to tho Plenipotentiaries of fbo UntCed 
States tlie assurance of their lugh cowttyeration. 
(SiguvcL) GAftBisit, U. Cot/Lawis, YV*. Apast. 
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Commander of the United Stalec sloop of war 
Wasp, to tins Secretary of the Navy, dated 

11.1814, 

s stay at 
iving that 
the 30th 
Cockbain, 
roaster, and 31st August the JSrilish bri« Don 
Accord, Adam Duruy, master. In the rnomiug of 
the 1st September discovered a convoy of ten sail 
to leeward, in charge of the Armada, 74, and a 
bomb ship ; stood for thcra, and succeeded in cut- 
ting out the Brilj«]}brig Mary, John L). Alien, mas 
ler, laden with brass cannon taken from thu Spa- 
niards, iron cannon and military stores, from Gibral- 
tar to England, remo&d the prisoners, set her on 
fire, and endeavoured to capture another of ike 
eouvoy, but was chased o rf by the Armada. Ou 
the evening of the same day* at halt- past six, 
while going tree, discovered tour vessels nearly at 
the same time, two on the starboard, and two on 
the larboard bow, hauled up fur the one most. on the 
starboard bow, being farthest to wiudward. At 
seven the chace (a brig) commenced making sig- 
nals with flags, which couid not be distinguished 
}or want of light, mid soon after made various oues 
with lanterns, rockets and guns. At 26 miuutea 
afternine, having the chace under our lee bow, the 
> 12 pound carronade was directed to be fired into 
him, which he returned ; ran under his lee to pre* 
vent his escaping, and at nine minutes after nine 
commenced the action. At 10 o'clock believing 
the enemy to be silenced, orders were giveu to 
cease firing, when I hailed anf asked if he had 
surrendered. No answer being given to this and 
his fire having recommenced, it was again returned. 
At 12 minutes alter 10,. the enemy having suffered 
greatly and having made uo reluiL to our two lust 
broadsides, 1 hailed him the second time, to know 
if he- had surtendeicd, when he answered in the 
affirmative. The gun* were then ordered to "Tie 
Secured, and the boat lowered to take possession. 
In the act of lowering the boat a second brig was 
discovered a little distance a-Mcrn and standing for 
us.' Sent the prew to Unir quarters, prepared 
every thing for another action, and awaited ins 
coming up; at Sp minutes after JO, discovered two 
tnore sail a-stern standing towards us. I,#u>w 



felt myself compelled to forego the aatietaction #f 
destroying the prize. Our braces having been 
cut away, we kept off the wind until others could 
be rove, and -with the expectation of drawing the 
second brig from his companions, but in the. met 
we were disappointed. The second brig . continued, 
to approach us until she came dose to our stern, 
when she hauled by the wind, fired her broadside, 
which cut our rigging and sails coosidetabJy, and* 
shot away a lower inaiu cross tree, and retraced 
her steps to join her consort, when we were neces- 
sitated to abandon the prize; he appeared in 
every respect a total wreck. He continued for 
some time firing guns of distress, until probably 
delivered by the two last vessels who made their 
appearance. The seceud brig could have engaged 
us if he bad thought proper, as he neared at 
fast, but contented himseif with firing a broadside, 
and immediately returned io his companions. 
It is with real satisfaction t have again the pleasure 
of bearing testimony to the merits of lieutenant 
Rcilly,lillinghurst, Baury, and sailing-master Cart: 
and to the good conduct of every officer and mem 
on board the Wasp, iheir divisions and depart- 
ments were attended and supplied with the utmost 
regularity and abundance, which, with the good 
order maintained, together with the vivacity and 
precision of their lire, reflects on them the greatest 
credit. Our loss is two killed and one slightly 
u ouuded with a wad. The hull received fourroaad 
shot, ami the foremast many 'grape shot. Our rig- 
ging aud sails suffered a great deal, Evety damage 
was repaired the day after, with the exception of 
our sails. Of the vessel with whom we were enga- 
ged, nothing positive can be said, with regardtta 
her name or force, While hailing him previous to 
his being fired into, it was blowing fresh (and then 
going ten knots) and the name was not distinctly 
understood. Of her force, the four shot which 
struck us are all thi;ty.two lbs. in weight, being 
a pound and three quarters heavier than any we had 
belonging to our vessel. From this circumstance, 
the number of men in per tops, her general appear- 
ance and great length, she is believed to one of 
the largest brigs in the British navy. — I have the. 
honour, &c. Ape, 

J, Blake&by, 

P. S. I am told the enemy, after his surrender t 
asked for assistance, and said he was sinking. The 
probability of this is confirmed by his firing signal- 
guns for some time after his capture. The action* 
took pUce in lat. 47. 30. N. long. 11 W. 
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^Property 5T«. TmkgfJLht JLtm&on 

. Press. 
Haying taken a part personallyaMhis 
meeting in my own county, it was, not 
jmy intention to have made its proceed- 
ings a subject of observation. in print, 
r because it seems rather unfair to avail 
myself of an advantage, not possessed 
by those gentlemen, from, whom I had 
-the misfortune to differ in opinion. But, 
, I am compelled to do {his, on the present 
occasion, in my own defence, seeing that 
the London daily, news-papers have 
wholly misreprest&ted . the proceedings; 
tare garbled every thing that they have 
touched;' have suppressed the Petition 
, which I moved ; have exhibited me .as 
, guilty of the most . glaring inconsistency, 
■ad as having behaved in %dL**rd*rhf 
j»a4 even ridiculous manner. I shall, I 
trait, therefore, be excused , for . giving 
ta account of the Proceedings, through 
. .the only channel that I have access to, 
, eipecially as the discussion embraced 
*tae great political principles, in which 
the nation are, of course, deeply inter- 
ested. When I have given an account of 
. the Proceedings, I .. will rive an account 
of the Trick of, the London daily Press, 
aad endeavour to open the eyes of the 
public to the true character of that *e- 
. aal instrument j>f all that is Jiypocntical 
•nd corrupt. 

Before we come to the Meeting itself, 

we ougjft to notice the previous steps.", A 

Reqais^iofi to the Sheaff, signed, by 53 

gytyaen^ was left with the Deputy 

Sheriff* at Winchester. * These gentlemen 

were, principally, land-owjiers as. well as 

fanners, .but pone of jhem distinguished 

as belonging to either of the Parties^ as 

they are usuajUy termed. After this fle- 

qoisition was .set on foot, another was put 

in circulation by what is, ludicrously 

reno^ght, , called the Whigs; and, though 

4 - the jformer petition was first in the hands 

• of the Deputy Sheriff, the Meeting was 

jctfled vptu the latUr, on the ground, 



tjiat it Jurst .reached the Jfigh §luiiff s 
notwithstanding that^ jp all other cases, 
an application to the forjner is looked 
ujpon, and, in 7pw, is aij application Jo 
the latter. #»•-•••' 

These circumstances woitfd ^:jve,be#ii 
almost unworthy of notice, if they had 
not bad an effect upon the proceedings 
of the day; but, as will be seen present- 
ly, they had a very material effect upon 
those proceedings, and tended to shew, 
in no very amitfble light, the character 
and real views of the party, by whom 
the second Requisition was^ urged for- 
ward. For my part, 1 . signed neither^>f 
the Requisitions, and, until my arrivaLat 
Winchester, nad had n< ? communication 
with any 6ne> upon the jHil^jecfc. 1 had 
determined . upon the, course to pursue, 
and left co*>per£tfou to cjiance, be- 
ing ten thousand ffcjies* more aniuouMo 
inculcate a sound pruicipleorjtwo, as.4o 
the rights and liberties of 4 my ..eountcy, 
than to relieve myself from ^e jjropeaty 
Tax* and all the other taxes put . toae- 
therf 

About xlcvfnp'chck,thBi isJtasay,about 
flaAW ^efore theMeeting took place,some 
gentlemen joined, me ' at the inn where I 
was. Sometime, after jjns, I drew. up a 
petition to o|Tex to t be Meeting^ in case 
the one to be- presented by Jhe Whigs, 
shpjiid not be such as I approved of. *So 
far was LfronY having tijne io r copy the 
paper, I was. drying the ink: at the fire, 
when „ word rf was brought us, that the 
jficcting was begun. Cramming the pa- 
per into my pocket, without reading.it 
even once over, I hastened to the Castle, 
and entered the Court-house in the mid- 
dle of a speech of Mr. P'ortall, who, 
I learnt, had opened the business of 4he 
day. The fairest way. Sfqr me to act as. to 
this Speech, is to insert the report of. it 
as I find it in the Ttjnes newspaper of the 
26th of January. The speech was On 
hour long ; but, really, the reporter hat 
had the ability to bring into about lea 
minutes compass, all the material points 
of it The Speech „was delivered w jth 
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greaj clearness «nd eloquence; but, ge- 
nerally speaking, there was-oothiag new 
in it, which the report here inserted does 
hot contain :— 

* Mr. PoUTAlt came forward to 
•• mm* *» • petition to be presented to 
" the House of Commons, against the 
u revival of this tax. He, as being a 

* Commissioner for collecting this tax, 
'*' had many opportunities of consider- 

*Hng tbi * nn»hii i« *y of it, and witness- 

•' ing its unavoidable oppression: on this 

**• account, he did not hesitate to put 

M himself forward on this occasion, al- 

* though there were many present of 
•* superior weight and property in the 

* •• county. He should begin by entirely 
** disclaiming all party motives, and 
- " therefore he should not consider who 
•' was the man who first proposed the 
•' tax, or who it was that increased it. If 
** he felt any confidence that this most 
. ** obnoxious tax would be suffered to die 
u away *>f itself at the period which the 
•• legislature had marked out for its de- 
•' cease, he should not have thought it 
u necessary to disturb its expiring mo- 
** ments. Ministers had, however, both 
*' by their demeanour and their language 
■ •« in the House, as 'well a* r,:t of it, bv 
*' their refusing to answer questions, and 
4 * by their sending private letters to tWeir 
** friends whom they supposed to have 
u considerable local interest, shewed 
u pretty clearly to the country, that it 
"was their intention to propose the re- 
<* newal of tlie tax. If this tax was real- 
** ly as good in itself ate auy other tax by 
•* which the necessary supplies were to 
> u be raised, he should not have sueh 
" great objections to it He was 
" convinced, however* that this tat which 
" professed to be equal and impartial, 
" was in tact the most unequal and the 
44 most partial. It was said to be a tax 
" upon profits, and yet no deduction was 
44 made on account of the necessary cx- 
"pense of repairs^ Was the expense 
"that a landlord or farmer was. obliged 
" to incur for keeping the premises in re- 
" pair, to be called their profit* I Were 
^ " the Uiree-foartbs *>f the tax upon land 
' •• which the farmers are obliged to pay 
" to be colled a tax upon their profits ? 
" When a loose was taken for Zl gars, 
u subject to a heavy fine an the renewal, 
" no deduction was made cm account of 
•' tkiijine. The case was still harder 
" with professional men and tradesmen, 



" ufho by their mental energy, and bodily 
"health, were just in a condition to 
" maintain their families, and from whom 
V much of the fruits of their industry 
" was torn bu the operation of this tax. 
" What could be more unjust, than that 
" such men should be obliged to pay the 
" same tax for an income so acquired, as 
*' if their income bad been the regular 
" produce of targe sums invested in the 
"funds ? This was not like the other 
n taxes which were paid" indirect ly or 
«' collaterally. It was a tax on the thing 
" itself If he had ten guineas on his to- 
**^hle, the tax-gatherer took one of them. 
" This appeared in its principle to be 
." something of a highwaymen s~tax. It 
" was extorted, not by die means of a 
" pistol, but by the surcharges and sur^ 
" veyors. The surveyor administered to 
" the party the oath of purgation, and 
" then the inquisition followed. This 1 
" tax went to destroy all confidence bc*< 
" tweeu nian and man. No man dared 
" tg speak of his circumstances, for fear 
u of being exposed to the surveyor. In 
«' this country there were men who would 
" not be afraid to take a lion by the 
" beard; but wh* trembled before the 
" wcrfeyrot, who i\ in feet, the greatest 
" bug-bear in the land. It might be 
" asked, how came it that such a tax 
'• wa« ever suffered 1 It was because it 
" was then stated that the enemy was at 
•• Our doors, and that every thing which 
" we valued was at stake. Under such 
"circumstances, the country was not 
u very particular in enquiring into the 
" means which were proposed for our 
"tqfety. The Legislature had expressly 
" stated those circumstances in the first 
"act, the 38th "of the King, and men* 
" tioned in the preamble, " that the 
" safety of his Mqjesty's Crown, the sc- 
"curity of our holy religion, our laws% 
u lives, and properties, were at hazard." 
" If Ministers now wished to renew the 
*' tax, it would be for them to shew that 
" the same circumstances now exist. The 
" Legislature had always shewn the 
" greatest anxiety about the time iu which 
" the act was to expire; and after fixing 
" that time in all their acts, they added 
" and u no, longer." The period at which 
" its expiration uas fixed, was the Oth 
49 of April, after the conclusion of the 
" war Then existing. If ever there was 
*• a pledge given b> the Legislature to the 
•• country, that a tax should expire at a 
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"Certain time, that pledge had been* 
^ given in this instance. . The country 

* had performed its part of the contract, 
44 and submitted to the tax with unex- 
ampled patience as long as the war 
" continued. They bad now a clear and 
" irrefragahl^ right to the benefits of the 
"engagements on the other side, and to 
u expect that the tax should not he re- 
" newed. If the tax were now renewed, 
M it would n • t only be a gross violation 
" of the contract, but H would he an ng- 
V gravated, breach of trust, by making 
"the very violation of their contract 
" a sort of pre6edent for further viola- 
" tions. It was his -firm opinion, that if 
" the tax were but submitted to for an- 
u other year, if would never be taken off. 
*' New circumstances and new pretences 
"would then arise; arid rather than 
" give up the tax, Miuisters would pre- 
" far another war, perhaps with the Dey 
" of Algiers, the Nabob o/Arcot, or some 
" of those gentlemen. He should object 
u to any modification of the tax. If it 
" were reduced to one per cent, or one 
"fourth per cent he should equaHy 
" object to it, as an unfit tax to be mtro- 
" duced into a free country. Every man 
"whom now summoned before the uir- 
m veyor goe* up like a culp^jmd /eels: 
"tke ose. The difference is, that by 

* the bur of England, every man is pre* 
"toped innocent until he is found 

gudty; whereas, before the surveyqrs, 
" every man is piesumed guilty, untd he 
" is found innocent He did not mean 
" to east the slightest reflection on the 
" surveyors personally, but without such 
" a coarse the tax could not be raised.-^ 
" There was another subject which af- 
44 footed the people of this country al- 
u meat t as much as the property-tax. 
u Among those taxes which were called 
" war taxes, and which by law would 
<f expire about the same time with the 
" petptrty tax, there was one of no less 
" then two shillings a bushel on malt 
"T*\Uhortn*le$son the comforts of the 
94 am^r and middling orders, than & did 
"upon the interests of agriculture. He 
" had, therefore introduced into the peti- 
" tkna prayer, that this tax also should 
" not be revived. As this was not regu- 
" Wy introduced in the requisition, it 
« "was only by dm pleasure and sufferance 
"of tlm tVUetia*, that he could kicorpo- 
" ml* fewkfe Ins petition. (Tkesenseof 
^tkajstmiing on Ms point was testified 
T blond applause J He concluded by 



" moving a resolution, that it was expe- 
" dient to present a Petition to the House 
" of Commons against the revivals/ thou 
"taxes. 

" Sir W, Heathcotr shortly second* 
" ed theResolutiens, and observed that he 
" had voted against the new Malt Duty. 

This motion being made and seconded, , 
Mr. Hunt rose to speak; but was called 
to order by Mr. Port all, and the Sheriff 
decided, that he could not be permitted 
to speak till Lord NoTHBiK had read epets- 
tion; that is to say, Mr. Portali was per- 
mitted to make a long speech and amotion, 
which motion was seconded, and Lord 
North esk was to make another motion, 
and that was to be seconded alio, before 
any person on the other aids was to be 
permitted to speak ! If this waa/ntr and 
regular, it must be acknowledged, that 
Hampshire has its peculiar mode of con- 
ducting debates ana discussions. f 

The petition was then produced and 
moved, and, having been read, was se- 
conded by Sir Harry Tich»o*ne. 
Here Mr. Hunt requested that the first 
requisition might be read. It now ap- 
peared, that thsrt requisition included, 
by name, the War Tax upon Malt, 



which, as the reader wiH perceive, 
been embodied mW^Wksg Petithu. 
though not mentioned in the Whig requi- 
sition. The motive for this act of ure» 
gularity was clearly this : that the Whigs 
knowing that, if they left it out, an 
amendment would be moved, and flint, 
thus, they would Jbe defeated upon their 
own dunghill, seeing that the Malt Tax 
is foil as burdensome and as odious as 
the Property Tax. The getting over this 
irregularity by " taking the sense of the 
" Meeting," as it was called, amounted to 
just nothing at all ; for, by the same rule, 
any thing might be introduced into the 
Petition; and yet, as the reader will 
presently see, great efforts were made to 
set my Petition aside upon the ground, 
that it contained matter of complajut, 
not specified At the requisition. 

Having thus shewn the tactics of th« 
Whigs this./ar, and exposed the motive, 
whence they were led to introduce the 
Malt Tax, I now proceed to the discussion 
of the Petition, mtfr which we weae per- 
mitted to enter, thlbgh we had not Been 
permitted to oppose Mr. PortalVs resolu- 
tion. The Whig Petition, as the Times 
newspaper observes " was then mad 
* by the Under-Sheriff. K wt5 *S Wttr 
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M siderable length, as it embraced the 
•• different points df Mr. Portall's speech, 
" and the preambles of the different Acts 
41 of Parliament on this subject. It also 
« alluded to the new creation of Knights, 
" and observed, that as the Prince Re- 
" gent had been advised to reward the 
•' splendid services perforated by thenav^ 
*' and army, 4 Us civil subjects iriso,-who 

* bad<msobaqpd all their duties during 
4i the*arduous contest, and patiently sub- 
Emitted to such heavy burthens, con- 
".eahed thmnoeltes entitled to' some con- 
u sideraUon for their discharge of duty, 
M andran alleviation from this most op- 
V pressivetaa." 

I opposed this Petition, .which I repre- 
sented as more aesemUing a lawyer's 
brie£ in form and language, and a bill in 
Chancery against the Regent, in matter, 
-than a. County Petition against a Tax. 
I observed, that the passage, alluding to 
the new. creation oirKnightssf ike Bath 
«*6 peculiarly objectionable; thjat it aig- 
. miied to> the House of Commons a sort 
' of envious and vain feeling; a poor 
aneaking after a share in the baubles of 
Knighthood, which was very disgusting, 
and in which I was sure the Meeting 
did not participate.— {Here I^w*s inter- 

* mpted by Mr. Portal) Walling to order* 
ifcas told, that I was waA&rsngJkom the 
subject before us. The reader will judge 
what -the Order of the Bath had to do with 

. -* Petition .against the .revival of the Malt 
and Property Tames ; but, ha will, I am 
sure, clearly jee, that, as the illusion 
formed part of the Petition, I was strictly 
in order, while I. was objecting to that 
part of the Petition.] — 1 next observed, 
that the name of highwayman's tar, ap 



that of highway robbers. But, I observe^, 
if this was really the case, who were 
the highwaymen) this being a question 
of very material importance to the Coun- 
try, who had, during all this tiflqje* 
elected and re-elected the men who im- 
posed and supported this tax; that $iff 
William Hkathcote, who had se- 
conded Mr. PortalTs motion, was one of 
the first 4jnposers, one of the supporters; 
that 4he -party, whose friends had now 
brought forward the Petition, had raised 
the tax from six and a quarter to its pre- 
sent amount, and that tlivy had done it» 
too, in the most odious', insulting, and uo- 
feeling manner. — (Here I was called t& 
order again, though I was only asking 
who the 'highwaymen *wtro 9 if it was* n 
.highwayman's tax.) — I next observed, 
that, seeing that the Gentleman thought 
the imposing of the tax the aat of high- 
waymen, and, as it is well known, that 
highwaymen generally begin by stopping 
the mouth, that they next bind the persona 
of their clients, and conclude by ramming 
their Jumds into their pockets, I should 
4iot, wonder if the Gentleman were to tell 
us, that the Parliament who imposed this 
tax had -proceeded in somewhat the sama 
v*ay, aed jthat -the laws shackling th# 
Press and diminishing Parsonal liberty* 
*pasfeed during the same period r ought/at 
any rate* if we abstained from such irre- 
jrereud descriptions of them, to jeceive 
our reprobation as well as the. law impo- 
sing ..a tax on property. Upon - this 
.around I , was ; proceeding -to B&t&what 
thou laws .were, and to ihew.Jww la\v- 
making proceeded, step, by >tap, uiitil 
it arrived at that stage, when, as (he 
Gentleman had asserted, it assumed the 



plied to the Tax on Property by Mr. Por-, ^character o£a highwayman's conduct. ' I 



tall, formed a curious, contrast with 
another part of his speech ; for, there he 
had told us, that the tax .was imposed 
at a jnoment, when the enemy was. at. 
ous* door, and that the tax was " necessary 
91 to the safety of his Mqjcstys Crown, 
" the security of our holy religion, our 
•Maws, hvevanii properties!" What! 1 
observed, and do the Meeting, then, really 
believe, ibat J he king and onr holy reli- 
gion stood in need of highwaymen mea- 
sures to insure their safety? And, can 
the Meeting, cjin the people of England, 
look foreigners in the face, fend prate 
about English liberty, while they confess, 
that we have lived ror nearly twenty years 
under the operation of power, resembling 




was beginning with the law, which made it 
high treason to send a bushel of potatoes 
or a pair of shoes to the Repubbcatifc' of 
France who, by (he bye, had now some 
food to spare for us. — [Here I was stopped 
this igatter being wholly inadmissible* 
having nothing at all to do with Xte sub- 
ject of the Requisition; though, as the 
reader will perceive, it had quite as muc)i 
to do w,ith it as the jCtafer of the JB&th 
could possibly haye.j-rl neat observed 
upon what Mr. Portall had staged as 1 to 
the cause ef the tax, and how it coma tf 
be .laid, and said, that it was a/a/* aiaiym 
that prevailed at the time; that the enemy 
was new at our door i that ,Jie nerer dip 
attempt to land, and that tfeare nev*r 
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was a lime* wfcsn the people of England, 
of their own force,* were not able to de- 
fend the; country; that noartny^and, of 
coarse, ho tax", was 'wanted to preserve 
the country against any enemy that it 
era bad ; and, that ft wa* very clear, and 
had long since been so, to the whole world, 
that the war was made, and the tax raised, 
for the purpose of crushing republican /t- 
betty in France, and of stopping, by that 
means, its extension all over the -world. — 
I <wa» proceeding to shew, that; in part, 
this object had been accomplished ; but, 
that we had ruined ourselves 1 by the suc- 
cess. — [H«re^ however, I was stopped; 
though, I thought, that I had as much 
right to go into this matter as the other 
side had to state their notion of the cause 
and object of the tax.]-^I next observed, 
that- the Petition en the table, though it 
included the War Malt Ta*, did not go 
nearly fan enough for me ; that I should 
nore an amendment, including ail the 
war taxes, in the first place, being of opi- 
nion, that it was a matter of indifference 
inr what shape, -OF- under what name a 
tfet w*s*raisedV if raised all; that, in the 
€od,it mustJwpaid by the public at large,' 
and that it siprified not one straw to any 
Attn, whetba* he paid it, as tie old say* 
i*g is, in meal or in malt-. But, that I did 
not stop here* that I was. for pmymg, 
that** other itsms might' be imposed 
instead of th^-war taxes, and was4br ex- 
pressing the .opinion of the Meeting, that 
then*, was no necessity for any other, 
takes. All this, however, I observed,was 
* trifle, Jn my estimation, compared with 
the laws, passed during the- war; respect- 
ing tire Press and respecting personal 
■liberty, some of which were still in exist- 
M|ce, and, therefore-. 1 should propose to 
pay for the repeal of these- laws also. ~ 
After a great deal of farther interruption 
fjromthe opposite party, I moved a Peti- 
tion, the substance ' of which only I can 
pre, having been deprived of the docu- 
ment itself in the manner hereafter to he 
described. The petition, moved by me,. 
was fa substance as follows : 

| That Ike wartaxe* had new no longer 

any pretence for their continuance, 
seeing that peace with all the world 
had been happily restored: — That no 
new taxes in their stead, would be 
necessary , to support the credit and 
k^ouroi. tho nation, provide^ that 



a system of economy and peaceful 
government were adopted in place 
of the -enormous expenditure, and 
that immense military establishment, 
which was wholly unknown to our 
forefathers; and which now threat" 
ened to swallow up all the. civil pow- 
ers and distinctions of the country ; 
—That all pretence for alarm having 
. now ceased, the laws passed during 
the late- war, cramping* the liberty of 
the Press, and also personal liberty, 
ought now to. be. repealed: — That 
tbereit re, we prayed, that all the war 
taxes might cease, Agreeably to law ; 
that no other taxes might be imposed 
in their stead rand tfcatall the laws, 
passed during the stmt, which dimi- 
nish* the liberfof of the people might 
also he repealed. 
Mr. Hunt seconded the motion, and, 
though many attempts were made by Mr, 
Port all to interrupt him even while he 
was answering the arguments of that gen- 
tleman, he proceeded in a way, aad with 
an effect that rmtdt faction feel very sore* 

lie observed, that the war malt tax 

was introduced by the other side, not 
from choice but. from compulsion; thai 
they had foreseen, that unless they 
introduced it, they would be . beaten 
ou their own ground. He observ- 
ed, that the worthy Baronet, (Sir Wil- 
liam Heathcote) had taken great credit 
for having opposed the war tax upon malt, 
but, perhaps, that might be accounted 
for by the met, that this was a great 
barley country,, and that the worthy 
baronet was owner of no small slice of 
this same country; that as to numerous, 
other laws that~be had assisted in passing 
and -supporting, though of infinitely mom 
consequence to the people, he had ap- % 
peared to feel less acutely.— He obser- 
ved, that he heartily rejoiced at the 
conclusion of peace with America, and 
thanked. the King's ministers for having, 
acted so wisely; and, that, though Ufa 
Meeting would feel, with «him deep regret 
that the. war had not sooner terminated, 
and before, so man* disasters had takes 
place,, he was sure^hat every Englishman^ 
would feel consolation in reflecting that, 
if the trident of the seas had been snatch* 
4 od from us in a fen- instances; \£ vm badL 
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and (hen suffered defeats on an 
element called our own, if bad been 
from the astns of free vten, and not from 
those of the hirelings of despots. — In 
alluding to Mr. PbftT all's assertion, 
that the Income Ta* f being laid on in a 
tiipe pf great public peril* it was suffered 
to pass with tittle opposition 6$ comment; 
he observed', that the contrary was the 
irkUk; that no tax ever met with such 
ttrenuous opposition ; that the nowRroHT 
Honourable George Tiernby, in 
particular, called it by names almost as 
odious as that now applied to it by Mr* 
Portall ; that he even wfpt so for as to 
declare, that the people would, be fully 
Justified in resisting it py fortt of arms; 
but that this was the out of plkce sen- 
timent of Mr. Tibrney* who afterwards, 
V'b'en in p face, votec^ fo^ raising this same 
taV from six and a quarter to ten per 

cent. [Here Mr. Porta 1L made a 

very strenuous effort to stop Mr. Htrtcr; 
but die Sheriff said. he was in order; as 
well he might, seeing thatMr.HCNT was 
onto shewing that what Mr. PojtTALL 
ha£ stated as to the silent acquiescence 
of the country, when the tax was laid 
on, was not tine.] Mr. Hunt con- 
tinued by observing, that the gentleman 
deprecated all enquiry into the conduct 
of those who had laid On, or raised, the 
tax; but, that it was material for the 
meeting to recollect, who it was that 
f\ad imposed and augmented what had 
litacn called a highwayman's tax, and es- 
pteially when the faction, who bad brought 
fyrwa^d this eharge, were- heard endea- 
vouring to throw the blame upon the pre- 
sent mttiUtert, and to excite and keep up 
t>usi>icion* against them.— -He entered 
tula a curious and interesting calculation 
ia to the tax upon Bor ley t befart its juice 
reached the mouth ; slewing 'that every 
Idad of Barky (40 -bushels) paid nearly 
twL/iy psunds in tax before it come lo 
the lips of the labour^ roan, though the 
price now received by the ftpner was 
not more than stocn pounds ; so that in 
«v4rv pot of \>eer which the labourer 
VWht at a nubile house (if the propor- 
tion of the ftjrmer's taxes w*re iacluded) 
tie wrallowed tnart than four*p*net in 
ftfi-.-x — But» be observed, in inclusion 
cat'tefr a vajHcty.of totber objections), 
this mee^ift* fcrcieats a very curious 
spectacle. -He said* (bat he had many 
persons in bis eye, who, ia that very 
tolftCW h^d frequently met to address 



the Government, to appwre of the an* 
dertaking and the containing or the la{e 
wars, in the prosecution of which they 
offered and pledged " theitf Iqst shilling 
€t and their fast drop of blood" And 
yet, said he, though the government dd 
dot ask, and never have asked, for a sin- 
gle drjop of their blood, being f ontente^ 
with the shilling done, ' this singular for- 
bearance is repaid by the virulent andf 
gros*a$>use, whiefc vtWtkii dayiuw t 
bestowed upon it, and that,, too, by the 
party, who had its full share in the very 
measure now so bitterly complained of, 
Mr. PortaIl rose to answer what had' 
been said on our side! He objected to 
the amendment because it included mat- 
ter, not notified in {he requisition, and 
insisted strongly, tba^ in asking lor so 
much, wi ran a rUk of losing all. H$ 
complained, that an unfair "advantage 
had been taken of him in the comments 
made on his expressions respecting the 
highwajfman; said that the words drop- 
ped from him incsvtiointft/, and that they 
certainly called for an apology. But, it 
is but justice to observe, that no part of, 
his speech was sonpich applauded as this. 
When I cajnc to reply Iwas interrupt- 
ed., It was contended that the business 
Mas now closed; that Mr: PttRTAiLhad 
made his motion, that we Brad answered', 
that he had now replied, ?nd that there 
the discussion clostd. " But. the reader 
will see, that' it v^as not his iryrtitn but 
mine, which was mow under discussion. 
His had l»een mod*, st tended, put,, and 
carried,, without our tieinjr permitted to 
sneak. Then came Lord Kerf fink* s mo* 
tion. . Tliat was put aside for a while by 
my amendment, which va's now about to 
be put. What nght, then, in this .-tape 
of the proceedings, could Mr. Portall 
have to the last speech? 

The question was now to he taken upon 
my unumdnieut ;' but before the ffuestioi* 
was put, I did obtain a hearing. $n<t 
amongst other things I >aid nearly whai 
is, ps fellow*; .stated hy the CortUER. — r 
" In the Hampshire 'Meeting mi Tfues- 
" day; Mr. "£oi;Bim\ among other 
" tlm^, sard the " '(ienticme.ii who 
brought fof ward the Petition had acted 
disingenuously ; thfcv lad snid uotbing 
of the difficulties of "the Government, 
Did they mean* to s;iy; tb;»t the Go- 
vernment could *o on 'without the Pro- 
pcrty'Jax? Kid they wish lo substitute 
any other t4f&>- ( Cries <>f f we have 
'^db/GoOQFe < 
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" netting to do with that! and, order!) 
" He would ask them if they were ready 
" to vote that the army should be dis- 
u banded T — The High Sheriff said 
" he must take the sense of the Meeting, 
" whether Mr. Cobbett should be al* 
<f lowed to go on in this manner. Mr. 
" Cobbett said, he was ready to shew 
n that Government could not go oh with- 
" out this Tax. — Mr- Port all said, 
." they had nothing to do with that at 
f present — Mr*CoBB£TT said,they could 
" not she\v him that Government could 
" go on without thi3 Tax. It was,there- 
" fore from the factiousness of parti/ 
11 that the question was brought forward. 
" It was the trick of a party to impose 
*' upon the people, by teliiug them that 
" they were to get this Ta* off; but they 
*■ could not get it off, without having 
" another, equal in amount, substituted 
" for it."- — -I saicjl this, or nearly this ; 
but, the Cookie* has dealt as unfairly 
by me as the Wtygs dealt by th.e Meeting; 
because, I said, along with this, some*, 
thing which the Courier has taken care 
to leave out : 1 said that I would defy 
the Gentlemen to shew, that the Govern- 
ment could pay the public creditors, or 
go on at all, without the two teres men- 
tioned in their petition^ (amounting to a 
h&\tftir4 fart of the. present revenue), 
.unless the Ayhole of tjm army, about all 
. the navy, and a part of the sinking fund 
.into the bargain, were, at once lopped off ; 
. and that, therefore A to stir up the people to 
. pray for the taking away of the revenue, 
without stating, at the same time, the 
means by which the Government might 
go on ifrithotd it, as I had stated in my 
. motion, was to act factiously, was to de- 
lude and deceive the people. — Strange to 
say, this was deemed out of order. One 
nan proposes the abolition of taxes, ano- 
ther objects to his. proposition because 
<the Government cannot go on, without 
the said taxes, and yet the second is 
deemed out of order! — I was; for taking 
off the taxes, butthen I was also for saying, 
at the same time, and in the same Petition, 
4tbat it was our conviction, that the Credit 
and Honoyr of the nation might be 
maintained without those taxes ; because, 
if the Meeting did not think this, their 
petition must proceed either from faction 
& ignorance. 

The Amendment, moved by me, was 

fit und v lost, not by a " /arje," but by 
very small majority ; aijfcr wtyqh the 



Petition^ moved by the Earl of North- 
esk, was carried by a like majority. It 
was then voted to be sent about for sig- 
natures, to be presented by the County 
Members, who, by a vote of the Meet- 
ing, on the motion of Mr. Hunt, were 
instructed to support it, when presented, 
The thanks of the Meeting having been 
unanimously voted to the High Sheriff, 
(Mr. Norris of Basing Park) na, in an* 
swer, observed, that he hoped, the next 
time he met the County, he should have 
to congratulate them on the Death and 
Burial of the Property ?<ur. 

Whoever was at the Meeting, and who 
reads this, will say, that I have here 
given, substantially, ifair account of the 
proceedings. I had not the smallest hope 
of carrying my motion. I had not sign- 
ed any requisition; I had consulted no- 
body ; I had no(. talked upon the subject 
to more than four persons ont of mv own 
family. 1 cared not a pin about the ^re- 
peal of the Income tax, unless all the War 
taxes and all the laws about the press 
and personal and political liberty were 
included ; and the only disappointment 
that I met with, was, that sa large « 
part of Ike Meeting were with **•>-!-— 
Wh#t has been said of the dismgenmusy 
ness of the Hampshire Petition wiB ftp 
ply to almost alt^tbe other petitions 
against the Property Tax. Westminster 
and the City ot Worcester (and thera may 
be some others) are exceptions. But, 
with these exceptions, it is a clamour 
against a tax* and merelyagainst a. tax. 
It is an outery for relief, without a word 
said as to the causes of the burden, ox as 
to the means of doing without it. fife 
Port ajljl, -at our Meeting, said that he 
should approve of taking away a part of 
the Sinking-fund; the .same has been 
said at other Meetings* Perhaps this 
may be practicable ; but, if it be done 
without a total disl 
and a discharge of 
will the fuuded pi 
lue; or, any value 
holders saw, that ,th 
duced as to enable, 
per under them, the] 
the Sinking-fund; bi 
prospect, if, out of 
nue, only 20 miliioi 
army and navy aloi 
share of that reven 

Sinking-fund, amounts to 25 to 28 mil- 
lions? Tfee remedy is, then, a redaction 
• 
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of theNav^to its state of 1788; a total 
discharge of the 'regular laritaj'; a Ad* an 
organization of k military force S>r the 
defence of the country upon the^lan of 
Major Cartw^ight, which puts' arms 
jnto the hands of all those who Vote tor 
members of parliament, whidi £ives a 
yote to every . man who pays a tax of any 
description or to any aniotirit ftowever 
small, ajid which impartially calls forth 
every able- man to the" performance of 
jibattirst 6Fall duTies, the defence of his 
native laud;" its liberties arid laws. 

TRICK OF tHE LONDON PRESS. 

The effect of Ihi* Trick I mentioned 

enter fully 
the pub- 
i Ffench, 
judgment 
lilV 'Press, 
ns'frccord- 
of doing 
»£aflse-the 
'cifflly'the 
nftg hard 
reasure (h 
to*enable 
rte; in" of-' 
, that the 
tHar the 
'land, may 
nt of Eu- 
the influ- 
igland has 
d, both in 
It is sur- 
forgotten 
»y k wilf, is 
to -endea- 
But, do 
i hese * nieh sUppostT thaf the naticms* of 
' the Coniiff^llrdo'notHuidw'hew to judge 
of the pftngiptes and' coftducVof Eng- 
' land wiiliour tfne illuinlhating'ihn'uence of 
' their talderdash; theii*LolfteV;Anxi Quack 
'puffs:* thdt prttry party quarrels; their 
.* garbled reports'*; their endless rttftisp of 
' foid-for ptrhgtajAsr- Sin* JoHtf titvu- 
ray, in thJ'OTK-set of his*nostmble de- 
' fence, was obliged t6 oc<&py the tiimvof 
jfts judges for hrff'an hour in stating his 
tfrmp taints against the press-,- the- para- 
graphs in which had actually caused him 
' xb be condemned by the putrtic before he 
wlis' brought to trial; and, he alluded 
particularly to au infamous paragraph in 
" tib«s Times news-paper;- which, xronpled 



|?is conduct with that of his brother, who 
is long smce' dead. The attacks upoil ' 
Sir Ceo Age Prbvost were of the same 
character. The^MoRNiNG Chronicle, 
in the most foul ^manner, assaulted this 
jjentlerartifs character, attributed ou» 
failures to h?s cowardice or his folly, anil 
this too, whfTont fh£ smallest foundation. . 
Indeed*, tfieYeis scarcely any man, or any 
woman, who becomes at all pre-eminent 
in the eye 1 of the public, and who can- 
not or will not pay the London Daily 
Newspapers, uhosre characters, and, in • 
some cases, whose 'property and whose 
life, is safer '1 be public bave lately seen 
that the trhling private "fonrern^f my ac- 
cident by hro, coujld not esrape them. 
They cOulfT not l*t even that pass, with-- 
out an attentpt (it "proved vain to be sure) 
to deprive* rocfrf the' benefit of my hay- 
ing insured the premises, by insinuating 
that I set fire to them myself, a crimfe. 
which is death by the law. The recerit 
attempt of these papers to prevent Mrh 
Perceval from marrying, is an instances 
of tfieir baseness in another ljne.' Theifc 
is no doubt of their ha*irfg beea paid idx 
it any morelHan there is of their being 
paid for the !~J>uiTs on private character? 
which they daily-publish*; and for thefr 
isitt^Lcks on private characters. They have 
carried on tins .trade for years; and tin 
traffic has increased, because tire "severity 
of punishments for .what are called poli- 
tical libels, has - naturally put the Daity- 

press into worse anil worse hands. - 

And, yet, these are the people, who re- 
present themselves as the organs of Eng- * 
fish Honour ! Theirpapers, they tell us, 
would- enlighten al¥"Europe, if they could ' 
butrcxpbrt ttoeni dutyfree ! Is it not *a 
bounden duty on every one; who is able 
to do it, fo expose the* tricks of this vile 
press? Do not morality and political 
principle citll aloud f>r this exposure t 
Last year, at this season, the<e prints were 
bellowing forth invectives against those 
who asked for a Corn -Bill? they were 
marshalhnj; thctvorst prions of the mul- 
titude Sgtnn.st tl: ^owners of laud and the 
grow*ra'oJ>cfr*v whom they accused of a 
wish ft^ starve-kfopeophi They are now 
abusih^rlhwse* whd<thin& a Corn Bill un- 
necessary; a«id ascribiiig to them ' sedi- 
ti&wMnottrrs. And, this.jr this (oh, impu- 
tferfce*) is the press, • V-iiich U» to EN- 
LIGHTEN all Europe ? 

Nbw, as to the Hupp *nire Meeting, the - 
f Acts -are these •. there V ^several new spa- 
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per reporters at Winchester for the pur- 
pose of reporting 'tHe ' proceed in trs- on 
Sir John Murray's Triah A boot an hour 
Wore the County "Meeting took pla<*e, 
one of these ganttemeto tame to nttvt the 
hn whert. litod put up, to ask mfe,*w4ie- 
Uteri ftfetaikf have any papers', or memo- 
randums, which might" assist in* nfaking 
the report of the proceedings more com- 
plete, as he thought it would be impor- 
tant to obtain sucK papers ; to which I 
angwgred, that, if I should have any such, 
h^ shoufd have them/ (an<T as 1 know 
him) I observed, that 1' sfiould be glad 
to see them in his hands. AttVr the 
Meeting was over, the same geatiewan 
came to me, while I was at dinner; to 
apply for a copy of the Tuition which 
i Jiad presenter, in order that it might 
be forwarded for insertion, with the ie»t 
. of the proceedings, in (he Aforning Chro- 
nicle, the Morning Htralp?, {fit* Morning 
Post, and the'BHtisfy "Press. I toRThhu, 
that Ihad no eopy ; but,, at his request, 
and up'oiTiiis engaging to fortvard it for 
faiertiori, I sent to the r Deputy Sheriff, 
ofylaiifed the original and had it delivered 
fefhim. Before Heft Winchester, 1 saw 
the same gentleman again, Mr; Hunt 
of Andover and Mr. HiNXjj an of Chil- 
hfg being present This"0entkmmn then 
mformed \is thai the Fk¥ iti/dn was 
sept off to be inserted in the Report, we/ 
befog anxk>ua«tba tit should appear iivprint 
if any thing of ou^sdid appear; because our 
principles and wishes, would then defy 
atisrepresentationv But, upon being in- 
formed by him, that tl*o four papers be- 
fore-meqtioned iiiid coalesced as tore- 
ports from Winchester > and that task 
had one fourth efithe report sent to it, and,, 
offer setting up, sent its part to each o), 
the other three-papers. Mr. Hunt asked,. 
which of t/ie papers my paxjt and the peti- 
tion was sent to. Her was told, to the 
Mfirnime . Chronicle: " Then," said lie, 
** it iriill never appear. That part- hits 
* u Perry's faction too hard for bimto-print 
•• it." * 1 vtes of a different opinion ; but 
Mr!' Hr^X knew his.mai} be,ttei; than 1 
*fcd. VmytfM supppess th,a Petition, 
and svppyetikg'p <<# fvom-fhe other three 
papers an wMwrftis own«T I have. -the au- 
thority of the gentleuian, who received 
the Petition from roe. to assert, tiiut it 
**9 sent to the Chronicle Office along with 
t«e leport; aud that it was "marked 
"in ;" thatb to say, made part <j tiie rc- 
Svrt iUeif. Tv-ctay (Thursday; J Lv v 



received it from th£ gentleman, wljo «bf^3 
ft from me, and who, at my request, ^OIT 
it back from London on Tuesday last. I 
have before given the substance of the-* 
Petition : I here give it word fbrword :— * 
n To the Honourable the Home of Com- 
"monrof'the United -Kingdom of* 
4t *6^e"atBrHahand-frehnd,in ParJ 
" Haihent assembled, • the Petition of 
" the Freeholders,'* Landholders, and 
" other Inhabitants 'of the County of* 
" S<mt/(ampton; pacing Taxes; 
" Sheweth,— That the Taxes, usually 
" denominated War Taaee, and which by 1 ' 
" law expire in a short time, cannot be""' 
" pretended to be necessary any longer/, 
'since* the nation is now; happily, at 
t% peace. 

" That these Taxes, esperially the* 
" Taxes on Property, Beer, and Malt, are*- 
" grievously oppressive, and have pro-* 
" duced distress, misery, wid degradation* 
"throughout the whole of the middle, 
** and lowier classes of the- people, who* 
' smart under them to an insupportable* 
•• degree. 

" That the Taxes, w r hich will remain ,*• 
" ai\er all the War Taxe* shall have beeir^ 
" taken off, will be much more than aufc* 
'.' ficient for the maintaining of the credit* 
" and honottr of tier nation; provided that 
" a systenrof economy and p*ace^ul go- 
" vernment be'vdopted instead- x>f tbe* 
" enormous expenditure* and the ail-pet' 
" vading military establishment, whtdt 
" now exist, and which latter # though * 
" wholly unknown to our forefathers, now 
'* seem to threaten to swallow up all the* 
<' ancient civil/ powers and distinction* of 
" the^ country. 

*' That it* is, in the opinion of your 
"Petitioners, owing- chiefly to the laws, 
" passed during the war, against perso- 
"' nal liberty, the freedom of the press nni 
41 of public discussion, that the above 
" evils have been so long end area • - 

(l 1'herefore your Petitioners pray> thai 
41 you will repeal all the laws, passed' dui* 
' 4 ing the war, against personal Kbertv^ 
" the freedom of the press and of pubka 
*' discussion^ that you wiU not reviw-or 
" renew any of the Taxes, called War 
4 ' Taxes, »iid that you will not authorise 
" (he raising of any other Taxes in their 
4 ' stead. — And your Petitioners, &c" 

Such, reader* was the paper, which Mr. 
Peuay suppressed, though he found it 
tnconpora ed into areport,sent to his office, 
• #nd tliough it had beaa-obtained from a*- 
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under an express promis£, that it would 
appear. It was thus kept odt of three 
Other papers, and kept from the Register 
too, until after the Saturday's Register 
was published. I do not blame the repor- 
ters. They acted .fairly and honourably 
by the public? but, the conduct of Mr. 
PgftRY has been precisely the contrary. 
It was due, not to me, but to truth t that 
this petition should be published. • It 
had been rejected at the county Meeting; 
hut there was nea|jyone half of the meet- 
ing hi its favour, it did, too, embrace 
objects, which, one might have expected 
a printer to fcej peculiar interest iu; but, 
atrange as it may seem at first sight, there 
are, perhaps, no persons in England such 
determined enemies of the real freedom of 
the press and of free puhlic discussion as 
{he proprietors of these paid-for-para- 
graph newspapers. . They thrive, by 
falsehood; and, therefore, "whatever has 
a tendency to the triumph of truth, the,V 
abhor. They resemble those insects 
which fatten in a poisonous atmosphere. 
-—And these are the men, who are to 
enlighten all Europe! These are the 
men, whose publications are to wipe away 
all atain* from the English character! 
Thta* faen are to perioral this work, 
who, in feet, have been the principal 
cause of all our degradation both at 
hotae and abroad. 

Sir John. Cox Hi^pesly. 
I send, with great pleasure, the follow- 
ing letter for publication. I do not re- 
gularly see the Bath newspapers, and 
did not see the publication which is men- 
tioned in the letter.— I am glad to per- 
ceive, that an English gentleman is anx- 
ious to deny, that he made use of ex- 
pressions, worthy only of such men as 
the proprietors of. the times, the Courier, 
and the Chronicle; and, though I cannot 
blame him for expressing his reprobation 
of " the President and his Party," I 
wish he had not made use of that phrase, 
seeing that the President can have no parti/, 
which is not supported by a majority of 
the people; seeing that he has no power but 
what {At people voluntarily put into his 
hands; that he is elected by the free voice 
of a people, e^ery man of whom who pays a 
tax has a vote; that he can neither make 
war or peace without the approbation of 
a Congress also chosen by a free peo- 
ple, and in which Congress there are no 
Jelling and buying of uats* uor among, t 



the electors any bribery or eorruption,ThiB 
being a fact, well fcnown to all the world, I 
cannot help wishing that a respectable 
English gentleman had refrained from 
the use of a phrase, fit to be applied only 
to the head and members of governments 
of a very different description. 
■ 

To Me. Cobbktt. 
Sir, — As you have gone to some length 
of animadversion uj>on an expression 
which was stated, originally, in a Bath 
weekly paper, and have fallen upon me, 
a,t the Somerset Meeting, J trust to your 
candour that you will give equal publi- 
city to $hw fact— that in the same paper 
iq the following week, an express denial 
appeared, "that any such expression 
"was made use of by me.," eitlier in speak- 
ing of the Americans, in the aggregate; 
or of their President and his party, of 
whom nevertheless I am ready to admit, 
that I did speak in terms ot* strong re- 
probation, without adopting terms so un- 
charitable and even absurd as those im- 
puted to mc. I am, Sir, your very obe- 
dient Servant, J.CoxHippksly. 

STATE GfF THE NATION. ~ 
Mr, CofiftKTT.-^-tt mujt be in the 
recollection of your readers, |k>w often 
and haw emphatically you have raised 
your warding voice against* thfi treroet^ 
dous war system, and war expenditure. 
of our once happy country. Your cal- 
culating acuteness has been shewn in, 
nothing more strikingly than in the full 
realization of the predictions which you 
have, again and again, offered to "the 
consideration of our unthinking peo- 
ple, on. what would be the effects of a 
protracted course of warfare to this coun- 
try— a coupse of warfare as unique in 
its management, as awful in its termina- 
tion. It could not. Sir, have ever entered 
into your imagination, though always on 
the alert in political discernment, to have 
conceived it possible for the councils of 
a nation to have obstinately pursued a 
scale tf expenditure that could not be 
sustained by eve* the united resources of 
Europe at large :— Had this truly gigantic 
exertion been instituted for objects con- 
nected with rational liberty, and not for 
the re-establishment of despotic rule, 
the virtuous and the intelligent part o£ 
mankind might have been gratified: i»y the 
generosity of the effort, though they must 
have deplored the incorrigible foliy that 
had urged se^ u^uatuntf an adventure. — 
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It is almost iftcOnceiveable, though an un- 
deniable fact, that the people of these 
realms, during these twenty yea^s, have 
fees witnessing the prodigious efforts 
made l>y their Government, to repress 
the growing power of France, at an im- 
measurable expence, as if the object could 
not be purchased '•'$% too high a rate, 
without adverting to the ways and means 
of meeting apd enduring the ultimate bur- 
then. The ruin ot this country has been 
its paper credit This Pandor^* box of 
civil and political mischief, Has unhappily 
overwhelmed out unthinking people 
{thinking belongs no to them) with dis- 
may and impending ruin. Well then? 
bow does the lamllay? The expences 
that have been incurred, tl)e interest of 
the heavy loans contracted, mast be paid ; 
peace has been obtained ; Bonaparte ha* 
been deposed ; and the Sovereigns of 
Europe are sitting in solemn judgment, 
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the disposal of the secret ^ertice money of 
Government, can know any thing about. 
—If the British Government, when it be- 
gan its career of expending, when it re- 
quired for tfie objects of th£ war un* 
limited millions, could have contrived tQ 
have bona fide provided, that all the na* 
tions receiving its subsidies, and for 
whom the British sword was actually, 
unsheathed, should for ever disclaim, and' 
abandon, all right and title to manuftc-* 
hire for themselves, and thai they would* 
be wholly dependent on commercial sup* 
plies from England* then indeed, tome 
prospect would be afforded of an ex- 
tended trade, and of liquidating in time 
the abyss \>f debt into which the national 
property is so deeply sunk. But 
Sir, this is not the case fit could not be 
the case. We have, therefore, been fight- 
ing the, battles of others, and have most- 
profligately and irretrievably sacrificed 



on, what they would have to be, the future British interests to foreign and ruinous 
poiitical arrangement of the world ! Now, objects.— That eitbc 



Sir, if these splendid reveries cenld he 
carried into effect as easily as they may 
be imagined, we might some day see them 
realised.' ' But how does the case stand \ 
Why, the British Government has been 
all alon#f*r**n* 3t in tbefiekl of expence 
as Well as in that of battle. It has tried 
aU side*; over and over again, and has at 
leng;* , proved to a gaping and an as- 
tounded public, that though it has, eve: - 
tually, as it T^ere, gained all; though it 
has effected every object for which it be- 
gan the contest, it has actually lost in- 
finitely more than it has won; nay, that 
jhc very winnings themselves have 
turned out to be, (as you, fcir, have al- 
ways held must be' the case) its bitterest, 
its mos{ irretrievable losings. In short, 
we have been at the expence, by all eon- 
, ceiyable means and device?, of over- 
throwing the Emperor "Napoleon, and 
Kf delivering from lii* influence the 



either the British agricul- 
turist, manufacturer, or artisan, should 
now have any chance of successful com- 
petition with the nations of Europe, is a> 
vain expectation.— The miseries of an ex- 
hausting taxation are exhibited at all 
points. AH classes of men severely feel 
the oonseuueuces resultiug fron/a waste- 
ful expenditure 'of public money; and, too 
late, begin to perceive that a defensive 
system of warfare was, and always will 
he, best adapted to the insulated situation 
and civic privileges of the British nation. 
'J lie European war is at an end ; that 
with America is also on the «ve of clo- 
sing ; v>e are without a market for our 
agricultural produce, without a demand 
tor our manufactured articles, and our 
aitisans are for the best part without em- 
ployment ! In er.cfcange tor these wonted 
advantuge*,we have the renown of having 
extravagantly subsidised in turn most 
i of the different powers of Europe; of 



various nations cf Europe, vtho are now j sending a first rale Plenipotentiary to 
beginning to d it cover the advantage <fj the^e subsidised Potentates; of engagmgm" 



being ft liberty to fcldtivafe ihe soil; to 
manufacture raw materials, and to traffc 
in sued a way as might best suit their ics- 
peeliv# interests ; and all this without 
either feeling pt, aekm»v\ ledging any dc- 
fwndence on* English commerce. All 
tiny seemed to require from England was' 
money, arid that, it must be confessed, 
fhey imve had almost to the last guinea, 
iad are probably further accredited ^>r 
Sum* that nonc,but there conversant with 



treaties offensive aud defensive with them ; 
< f at least amply sharing in the pleas- 
iug task of remunerating the services, 
ordinary and extraordinary, connected 
with the abrupt and stiange termination 
■of the late European war; and finally, 
though not least in either tinselled gran* 
deur, or aristocratic fame, ne may boast, 
as the legitimate offspring of thehe por- 
tentous limes, Knights Grand Cresset, 
ditto i'akmandirk, and ditto i\mpanicn^ 
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ia vast abundance, all animated with a 
chivalrous ardour for military glory that 
"will at least render a disposition to war, 
if not its actual existence, the order of 
the day. How far this new batch and 
bot-bed scheme of military aristocracy, 
exclusively in the erection and patron- 
age of the royal authority, can be re- 
garded as consistent with the constituti- 
onal privileges' of British freedom, no 
One is more competent to judge than 
yourself;, and were the subject to fall 
under your usually "able discussion, it may 
be justly, presumed, that it would be 
salutarily . operative in restraining tm». 
inordinate, at tempts, and, indeed, ra- 
pid strides that have been nt+de, are 
making,' and will hereafter be made, for 
subjugating J bis land of ancient, freedom 
to a military sway, not unlike that ex- 
perienced by the Cossatk tribe** of the 
Autocrat of all the Russia* 1 It is high 
time for Britons to turn with' aversion 
from the senseless, the en slaving, raum. r 
meryof court pageantry. Freimi* should 
avoir) theni as hostile to independence,, 
and. disdain them as utterly co.nfcnipti- 
l>le. The Americans, by tlieir trium- 
phant bravery, evince what a handful at 
men,* determined to Ike and die under 
the aocrdrf banner cj freedom, can achi- 
eve. The issue of the contest they have 
4ad to sustain, is engraved on tire heart 
of every friend of civil liberty in cha- 
racters of indelible* delight, and will be 
recorded in the historic page for her ad- 
miration, her solace, and the encourage- 
ment of posterity , American independ- 
ence is as invulnerable and. as immortal 
as the nature of human steadfastness can 
render it. A scheme of Government, 
founded oil a correct estimation of civil 
and political rights, is ut once natural, 
and practicable, and, as such, must be 
for ever entitled to an irresistible prefer- 
ence, in the feeling and judgment of Talleyrand [in a memoir read at the 
those, who have the envied happiness of National Institution of Paris concerning 



Lom> Cochrane— Perby 

\& WHICTSi 

In the most conspicuous part of the 
Morning Chronicle, of yesterday, Mr. 
Perry inserted a string of resolutions, 
which that nest of iniquity, that vile 
crew, at the Stock Exchange, have thoaght , 
proper to agree to, as a sort of set off to , 
Lord Cochrane'* unanswerable letter to>- 
Lord Ellen borough. Nothing surely could 
be more detestable than this ! Even that- 4 
sink of corruption the Times, inserted 
only a modest paragraph, noticing the--, 
meeting of the Subcommittee, and with- 
out even naming Lord Cochrane; thurv 
shewing a degree of moderation towards : 
an oppressed opponent^ which the WWgs r 
and Perry, their organ, had- not decency : 
to evinco;— These resolution* (which Per- 
ry, has e^euily been nftfrf fojr inserting} 
statfe^over aud over agaw^th^-faekniecr * 
evidence of the hackney coachman, and* 7 . 
the hackney postboy, on the subject of ~> 
the -cslour o'f Pe Berenger's coat ; which >, 
evidence has been completely falsified, m .. 
the most incontestable manner, LorjiCoch- ,- 
rane has already so ably and ^o effectually -» 
vindicated himself, .that jit w*uW be aura* i 
rerrogation in me to say a^sy41gble» on thia 
subject. It is. the detestaife conduct of* 
Perry and the Whigs, in becoming the-a. 
trumpet of the Stock Exchange Com- . 
mittee, that I wish the public not to ever- ; 
look.. Lord Cochrane has been ever the*, 
steady^ opposer of places, pensions, and ; 
corruption in all its branches; Nothing; . 
more is wanted to explain the .deadly- 
hatred of Perry and the Whigs. 

ON RELIGIOUS PERSECUTION. 

LETTER VI. 

'« If wo were to use Violence in 'defending 4he , 
" Fuith, the Bishops vr ou Id oppose it." 

Sat^t IIitAtY, : ,lIbu i. 



being born and bred under its auspices. 
The can&e of civil liberty has gained in- 
fuiitely wore, by the heart-cheering proofs 
that have beeu recently given of trans- 
atlantic patriot isni*nd courage, than it 
either has lost, or can lose by the jargon, 
the foppery, or the servility of European 
R*litics. 
Jan. 20, 1815*. A thinking Briton. 



the commercial relations of the United' 
States of America with Great Britain ra^ 
the year 1*704] sayj " That R&ueiorj# 
" T6LBR ation in ^fullest extent, isW** 
" of the most powerful * Guarantees of 
"social tranquillity: for where Liberty 
" cf Conscience is respected every other 
"cannot fail to be so," A .sentiment 
like this from a man who stano*s-unri varied 
for his knowledge in Political Science 
ought to have some weight. How op- 
posite are- the opinions o£<this enlightened*^ 
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statesman, this secoad Ufachiavel, to tile 
Mind mistaken notions of those stupid 
kings, who would fein attempt to produce 
harmony among their subjects by endea- 
rouring to enforce their adherence to one 
particular set of Tenets. How absurd 
u it to suppose we can make people of 

* different educations, and capacities ever 
think alike; that we can enable persons 4 

• whose understandings are unequal to 
-comprehend every thing with - the same 

4ac4nty, and to redder men of various 
^ages and constitutions, capable of seeing 

with the same ease and perspicuity 
>through the same pair of spectacles. 

If Kings and Priests wore the architect* 
-of the human brain, they might with 

some justice dictate its operations; but 
.since our « faculties are produced by 

"Natuek, directed by Necessity, and 
. uncontrolled by their fiat; and since they 
-have no more government over their own 

mind s4Jb&a> they .have over ours, -it is the 

most arrogant presumption, the jriost 
. ridiculous folly, and the most diabolical 
'•tvrunny, to persecute us for our opinions. 

Do not our ideas of any subject depend 

entirely on the manner in which it is 
.represented to us, or the state of our 

- understanding to receive the impression ? 
Are aofrnU.— r Mltea***** <ntfact either 

. of our education, or the circumstances 
*ad situations in which we have been 
^placed? Who then*cair«ottiBiand opinion, 
.or constrain belief? Where is the merit 
. or the crime «Uhec of Belief or Dis- 
belief, since cestber of* them are in our 
power, but dependent entirely upon the 
state of our intellects on the quality of 

• the evidence offered to our senses? How 
weak and childish too, is the plan of 
promoting social tranquillity by force and 
persecution? Is it not palpable that 

. clemency and moderation are much more 
«4&ftcnlajed to produce harmony, loyalty, 

• and ptaoe,thaiithceats and imprisonment? 
The Emperor Charks -the 5th was an 

< ambitious- tyrant, and a persecuting 
.bigot, w%d eanaed^a system of, faith to 
.be prefaced rgr Germany, and marched 
, at the head of his armies against those 
cities which refused to receive it. When 
grown old, he gave up Jhe idle pomp of 

- a court, the .trumpery appendages of 
royalty, and the false glory of a Warrior, 

m to spend his last days in the monastery 
.rfSt* Justus* tnPlazencia. One of his 
iitynes in this solitude was mechanics, 
.whjjffe Jie was assisted by Tarrims, 



a very celebrated artist of that age. He 
spent much time in the construction 0)f 
clocks and watches, of which he kept a 
great number in constant motion, but 
found to his mortification, after various 
trials, that he could not bring any two 
of them to equal time. This circum- 
stance, it is said, caused him to reflect 
with wonder and with shame, on his own 
weakness iu having wasted so much labor, 
and been guilty of such barbarities, iu 
the more futile speculation of compelling 
his subject?' to thh.K e\actly alike, con- 
cerning the inscrutable mysteries and 
ineffable beatitudes of our Holy Religion. 
If the genius of luxury and sloth, of folly 
and -vanity, of pride, robbery, slaughter, 
and ambition, can ever spare the tyrants 
of the present' day a few moments to turn 
over the page of History, in order to 
review the lives of former despots, what 
a lesson must the foregoing relation afford 
them. But it seems that government is 
the only science that is not su:Sered to 
be improved by experience ; for we fin£ 
notwithstanding the many useful precepts 
that may be deduced from the annals of 
the world*, and the fate of nations, that 
power and profit to themselves, instead 
of peace and prosperity to the people, 
asatttU the ruling *prhierpfor uf intui mo- 
narchical and aristocratical government?. 
It is for this reason that they all take to 
themselves a State Religion for their 
handmaid, in the same manner that .a 
man takes a wife to assist him in his do- 
mestic concerns. They find it a power- 
ful auxiliary to arbitrary sway, in as much 
as the priesthood of the state -religion, 
though fattening upon the industry of the 
people, arc mediately or immediately, 
dependent upon them for their appoint- 
ments; consequently they become conveni- 
ent tools in their hands to keep the public 
mind in arqfdred ignorance ; and, as we 
have seen in former times, to preach 
up non-resibtance, . passive obedience, 
the divine rights of Kings, the sacred 
o bhgatitnv of paying tytbes, or any set of 
opinions, that may suit the Government 
or their own interests.— A state religion, 
by monopolizing all consequence, per- 
fection, and privilege to itself, naturally 
creates an envious distinction in society ; 
causes its members to look upon others 
with contempt ; and, by depriving those 
of their civh rights whose conscience 
will not permit them to come within its 
pale, necessarily foments jealousy and 
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discontent— I know it is the belief of 
many, tjiat a State Religion is' necessary 
for the well being of the community, and 
that if deprived of it we should lie re- 
duced to the greatest anarchy and con- 
fusion. That morality is requisite to pre- 
serve good order, I admit; but, at the 
.same time, I must contend, that a wise 
Government might by its civil code alone, 
sufficiently protect the morals of the 
people, and secure the public peace, 
without requiring or Compelling them to 
. conform to any particular mode of Faith. 
On the fundamental principles of mo- 
rality, most people are agreed, because 
they are taught by exptrience that the 
observance of them is essential to their 
happiness both individually and collec- 
tively ; but when the innumerable chime- 
ras of faith and superstition are intro- 
duced and enforced, the flames of strife 
end contention are immediately kindled, 
the harmony of society is interrupted, 
the dearest ties of friendship and kindred 
often severed, all the baser pas3ions of 
the heart called into action; and this too 
by the very systems which pretend to 
teach us meekness humility and brotherly 
/love. If it be objected, that morality 
alone is not sufficient to restrain the bulk 
of mankind, and that ccrMus exotic 
doctrines must be kept in *op"e to fact!*- 
tate the government of t*e vulgar, I 
would answer, that nsjlher the sincere 
nor the pelitUat lever of religion can 
have just grounds to fear on that account. 
The admirer of general piety cannot 
for a moment conceive that steeple 
houses, and priests, have any thing to do 
with m^raJity, or that it reanires pompons 
ceremonies and pantomimical mummeries 
to keep the spark alire. On the contrary, 
' if he reflect seriously, he will agree with 
me, that it is much more likely to perish 
beneath the weight of the innumerable 
formalities, and tradesman like attentions 
-of a state religion. The crafty statesman 
wrho like Strabo, a despiser of all kind of 
..•; superstition for himself, yet contends that 
: some buyers are necessary for the vulgar, 
fteeA not fear that exotic doctrines 
svould be less taught or of less effect if not 
Unforced by law. If he has any insight 
into the state of society, or the nature 
of man he perceives that the greater part 
of our species must necessarily be depri- 
ved of the means and opportunity of 
thinking foi themselves, and consequently 
tfeat there will always be priests, conju- 



rers, and all those sort of persons who 1 
derive tticir existence from* teaching, 
pleasing, or bamboozling others. He 
will also perceive that there it no more 
reason to expect that religion, relifrioei 
houses, and dealers in religion, vroutal Vt 
done away with if riot commanded bf 
law, than there is to suppose* than an 
act of parliament expedient to prevent 
the practice of eating aad drinking. 
Conventicle© of dissenters arc? supported 
in a much more equitable way than the 
steeple houses, of the state religion; 
they are Upheld entirely by the voluntary 
contributions of those who arc pleased" 
with the performances exhibited there. 
But while a man subscribes towards an 
Institution congenial with his ideas, b it 
not a great hardship that he should be 
compelled to pay tytlies and rates, to 
a priesthood whose doctrines he may not 
approve, and to build, repair, and beau- 
tify their costly temples, although he has 
never set a foot in them. Some would 
call this mode of conduct Extortion, 
a term, too coarse for me to use; bat I 
express my sentiments by saying, that 
the Merry Audrew who raises hit booth 
in Smithtield during the period of Bartho- 
lomew fair, gains his livelihood in an fa- 
ne** manner, because he only receives 
his stipulated price from such as are 
pleased with his cunning tricks, or <ks- 
trous exploits. He does not go round fiawn 
house to house, throughout the neighbour- 
hood, and extort so much a head from 
the inhabitants, merely because their 
residence stood contiguous to his tbowj 
nor does he tell them Jor their only con* 
solation, that they migkt have cotne aad 
witnessed his j*gg l t*t ¥ **# *•* «*•*• 
It will easily be perceived, that I wish 
every man to deal where he likes beet, but 
not to quarrel with his neighbour far 
purchasing the same article at another 
place. Surely no fair trtdemtm weorid 
presume to demand the price of his 
commodity from those who have not 
partaken of it A state religion is a 
institution that can oily tharke wader 
the auspices of aristocracy m kiafehtp; 
it is seldom cherished in denroentoios. 
In the genuine republic of America jw 
such a thing can exist, because their 
constitution acknowledges a 
right s/ censcu ace, worship, ami < 
*hip. This being the case, a • 
religious opinions* do not disqualify hum 
I from becoming a member either of Am 
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representative or executive departments 
of government, which being composed 
of persons of all denominations, prevents 
(he people from having one particular 
system crammed down their throats ; 
and if such a measure was attempted it 
would gain no stability, because the 
citizens of the United States possess the 
happy privilege of dismissing their 
public sccvants, from the lowest to the 
highest, at stated periods, in case thev 
misconduct themselves; for even the 
head servant in that country is not, like 
that of some others, Incapable of doing 
wrong or being cashiered. — To prove 
that this unlimited toleration is more 
productive of harmony than the blind 
intolerance of other governments, I 
shall conclude with the remarks of 
Talleyrand in the same work to which 1 
referred in the beginning of this letter. 
" — Inclination,' or if you please, , habit, 
" incessantly attracts the Americans to- 
" wards England : interest docs so still 
" more; for the first and most important 
" consideration in a new country h, 
" without doubt, to increase its riches. 
" The proof of such a general disposi- 
" tion manifests itself every where in 
u America : we find evidence of it in 
" every part of Their comSnct. The ens- 
" toms, with regard to religion, are 
" themselves strongly tinctured with it. 
" I will cue nt ion the result of what 1 
" have observed in tin* respect; its 
" connexion t with my subject cannot 
" fail to be perceived. We know that 
"in. England, religion has preserved a 
" powerful influence over the mind; 
" that even the most independent phi- 
" losophy has not there dared to divest 
" itself of religious ideas; from the time 
" of Luther, all sects have found their 
" way thither; that all have maintained 
" themselves, and that many have there 
* " taken their rise. We know the share 
"which they have had in the great 
" political changes,; in shorty tliat all 
" have been transplanted into America, 
4L and thit some of the states owe their 
" origin to them. It appears, at first, 
" as if these sects would, after their 
*V transmigration, preserve their original 
" state, » and it is natural, to conclude 
" that they might likewise agitate Ame- 
" rica. But how great is the surprise of 
m the traveller, when he sees them aU 
" co-exist in that perfect calm which, as 
" it would seem, can never be roMicd; 



" when, in the very same house, the 
u father, the mother," the children, each 
" follows peaceably, and without opposi- 
" tion. that' mode of worship which he 
" prefers ! I have been more than once 
" a witness of this spectacle which no- 
" thing that I had ever seen in Europe 
" could have prepared me to expect. 
" On the days consecrated to religion, 
" all the individuals of the same family 
" set out together; each went to the 
" minister of his own sect; and they 
" afterwards returned home; to employ 
«« themselves in their common domestic 
" concerns. This diversity of Opinion 
" did not produce any in their feelings, 
" or in their habits; there were no ait* 
" putes, not even a question on the 
" subject. Religion there *eems to be an 
" individual secret, which no one 
" thinks that lie has a right to doubt or 
" to investigate. Thus, when there 
<c arrives in America, from any country 
" of fcurope, an ambitious sectary, 
«' eager to afford a triumph of his doc- 
" trine, by infiamiug the minds of men, 
" far from finding, as in other places, 
" parsous disposed to enlist under his 
" banner, he is scarcely even perceived 
" by his neighbours; his enthusiasm 
" fcriieitber nttraetive w>r- t n lf r^ st tng ; 
" he moires neither hatred nor curiosity: 
'* in short, -every one perseveres stead* 
" fastly in his own religious opinions, 
" and uninterruptedly prosecutes bis 
" temporal concerns. This apathy, 
" which cannot be rovsed by the most 
" furious spirit of prosily tis^n, and which 
•* it is our present business to point out, 
'* not, to account for, certainly takes its 
" immediate rise from thepcrftct tolera- 
" tion of the different sects of religion. 
" In America no form of worship is pro- 
" scribed, no one established by law; and. 
" therefore there areno disturbances about 
" religion. But tliis perfect toleration has 
" itself a principle ; which is, that religion, 
" although it is there every where a real 
" sentiment, is more especially a sentiment 
" of habit ; all the ardor of the moment 
" is employed about the means of speed* 
" ily improving worldly prosperity j and 
" hence results the chief cause of thik 
" entire calm of the Americans, respect* 
" ing every thing which is not, accordinf 
" to this constitution of their minds, eithef 
44 a medium or an obstacle."—-— 1 am, 
dear Sir, you r's,&c. ERASMUsPB&Xtyi, 
I^OMdon, Jan. 30 b ^l^ { 
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American Documents, — As our 
/Government lms not thought it expedi- 
ent, like the free Government of America, 
t ,to publish any part of Hie proceedings 
at Ghent, and as (he American newspa- 
€ pers have not, since the commencement 
•of the war, been delivered regularly on 
their arrival in tbi^ country, I have been 
under the necessity of la vine the official 
documents before my readers as they 
reached me, *vithout any regard to*tbe 
order of their d?,tes.-~ This irregularity 
?has occasioned a * haam in the publication 
of these documents, which I intend to fill 
•up, as tljey arrive, in future numbers of 
the Register * l ma y ^ thought, that 
. as the nar is at end, the proceedings at 
Ghent have now lost all their interest. 
To me, however, who regard that war, 
. its causes, the wonderful events that took 
f place during its continuance, and the con- 
sequences it must produce, as - the most 
astonishing occurrences recorded in his- 
* ton', and as of the greatest importance 
to the cause of freedom, and the happi- 
ness of the human race. To me, who 
; contemplate the subject in this light, 
,uo official document, however minute, 
loat bears any reference to this glorious 
struggle, can appear of a trivial or unin- 
teresting nature ; far less can I consider 
jdoenments illustrative of the more im- 
portant topics under the, discussion of 
..tie parties, as undeserving of notice. 

. Tlie flfin,istsrs Plenipotentiary and Ex- 
traordinary of the United States to the 
Plenipotentiaries of his Britannic Ma- 
jesty. 

"Ghent, Aug. S4, 1814. 
•• The undersigned. Ministers Plenipotentiary and 



justment of the differences subsisting between the 
two States, with an earnest desire on their part to 
bring them to a favourable issue, upon principles of 
perfect reciprocity, not inconsistent with the estab- 
lished maxims of public law, and with the maritime 
rights of the British Empire/ This fact alone 
might suffice to shew, that it ought not to have 
been expected that the American Government, ju 
acceding, to this proposition, should liave extended 
its terms, and furnished the undersigned with in- 
structions authorising them to treat wjth jhe firhith 
Iftenipoteniiurics respecting Jnth>ns situated within 
thejK/undaritsa of the' United State*. (That sucb 
expectation was not entettajued byjtbe British Gor 
vemment might also Imvcbeeiynferred from tlw ex- 
plicit assujrauces which the British Plenipotentiaries 
gave, in the part of their. .Government at the first 
conference which, the undersigned had the honour 
of holding with .them, that no .events, subsequent 
to the first proposal tor this negotiation, had, in 
any manner, varied either the disposition of the 
British Government, thai it might terminate in -a 
peace honourable to both parties, or the terms upon 
w hich they would be willing to conclude it. It is 
well knowu tiiat the differences wjrich unhappily 
subsist between Great Britain and the United States, 
and which ultimately led to the present war* were 
, wholly of a maritime nature, arising principally 
from the British Orders in Council, ib relation to 
blockades, and from the impressment of mariners 
on board ,of American vessels. The boundary of 
the Indian territory had never been a subject of 
di fference between the two countries. Neither the 
principles of reciprocity, the inathns of public law, 
nor the maritime rights of the British Empire could 
require the peimanent establishment of such boun- 
dary. The novel pretension now advanced could 
no more have been anticipated by the Government 
of the United Slates, in forming instructions for this 
negotiation, than they aeeio to have been contem- 
plated by that of Great Britain in Noveniberjnst ia 
.'Bttraofdmary from the United States of America, j p ropo6 j lltt; \ u .j^rf CasUereagh's Note.makes {he 
, Jwtve giveu to the official Note which they have had . . termination of the war to depend on a conciliatory 



■ the honour of receiving from his Biilaunic Majesty* 
l^cnipottutiaries the deliberate atlinlkm which the 
. importance of Its consents required, and have now 
that of transmitting to them their aniwer on the sc- 
*£ra^poiuts to wlrich it refers. 'I"hey would present 
to .the conaiderktion of the British Flcnipoicntiaricr» 
that tyrd Castleroagh, in lus letter of the 4th of 
Jtotcmbcr, 1?13, to the American Secretary 01 
£\%)t, pledges lie faith of the. British-Government, 
that « x they were willing to attfer. into discussion with 
the Government of America for lha conciliatory ad- 



adjustment of the ditferences then subsisting be- 
tween the two Slates, aud on no other condition 
whatever. Mor could the American Govern ntent 
have foreseen that Great Britain, in order to obtain 
peace lor the Indians, residing within the domi- 
nions of the United Mates, whom she had induced 
to take part with her in the war, wouU) demand that 
they should be made parties to the treaty between 
the two nation*, ot that the boundaries of their 
lands should be permanently and irrevocably fixed 
by that -Ugtftty. Hach a proposition is contrary to 
(To be continued,) 
■ \ 
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No. II.— CORN BILL. 



To TgE People ov Hampshire. 

The." Agricultural Society," 
whd hold their meetings at Winchester, 
hate framed a PETITION to Parliament 
for a Corn BiH; that is to say, for some 
fow to prevent corn from being brought 
from abroad, until the price of EngUsh 
enrtt, is higher than it now is ; or, in 
<Me/ words, a law to make corn dearer 
thrift now is. This Petition they have 
published in the County papers, and, it 
#j>pears, that they have sent blank Peti- 
tions to the several Market-towns in the 
Cotnty, there to be signed, for the pur- 
pose of being presented all together. — 
For the greater part of the gentlemen, 
who have adopted this measure, I en- 
tertain respect ; and those whom I do 
not know, are, I presume, equally en- 
titled to the respect of their several 
•eigh hours. The motives, too, of these 
peatleiuen, I suppose to be laudable.— 
J jt, I am convinced, that they have taken 
a euoaexms view of the matter, and 
that the measure they recommend would 
be injurious to the people, at large and to 
bad-owners and occupiers themselves. 
Therefore, if any sufficient number of 
persons are willing to stand forward iu 
opposition to the above-mentioned peti- 
tion, by the means of an open Meeting 
of the CoOnty, I shall be happy to join 
in such opposition. — In making, however, 
this proposition, it will be justly demand- 
ed of me that I state the reasons, on 
which the opposition is to be founded ; 
and this I shall now do in as clear a 
wanner as I am able .consistent with 
brevity. — The Petition states, that all the 
expences of a farm are nearly as high as 
ever, and that the taxes axe full as nigh. 
The latter is correct ; the former is not. 
Oar wages at Botley were from 15*. to 
18«. a week : they are now from 10*. to 
12*. a week. Bricklayers, Carpenters, 



have fallen in price a full third, if not 
a half. Timber has fallen in an equal 
proportion. The food for the Iwru and 
the seed for the land must always be in 
price upon a perfect level with the map- 
act corn. — Well, then, what are the 
other expences of a farm ? Tbe rent and 
the tythe. The latter must keep pace 
with the price of corn, seeing that the 
tythe owner always takes his tenth, 
whether it be of cheap corn or dear corn ;. 
and, as to the rent, if the tenaut has now, 
the worst of it, the landlord has had the 
wor»t of it, and will have the worst of; 
it again if corn should become dear from 
causes other than bad seasons. —Beside*,, 
the real great cause of the present low 
prices, is, the three abundant and Ary* 
harvests which we have had in unin- 
terrupted succession; for, though, in 
some parts, the wheat was much blighted^ 
last year, the deficiency of crop, was far. 
from being general, and it was the wheat* 
only that was not a most abundant crop„ 
and of that grain there was a prodigious 
quantity on hand of the crop of the year 
before. Now, when a farmer grows fiv« 
quarters upon an acre, is it reasonable 
for him to expect as high a priee pet 
quarter as when he grows two quarters 
and a half] Are not the five quarters at 
40s. a quarter as good as two quarters 
and a half at 8Js. a quarter] — The 
consequences of making corn dearer than, 
it would be, are first, the making of 
all other food dearer ; second, the ruin, 
in a short time, of many of our manu^ 
facrurers, because it is impossible to 
believe that we could expect goods as 
cheap as those which would be made 
in -countries where food is to be had for 
a third part of tbe price of that which 
would be eaten by our manufacturers, 
and amongst the articles of our munn* 
facturers, the Taw materials for many 
come from our own soil, as wool 
skins, flax, lead, iron, tin, copper and 
coals; *Attt/,persons of fixed incomes, who 



Smiths, Wheelwrights, have all -come I are great consumers of our produce a* 
4p* *w fourth in their prices. Morses J well as employers of our tradesmen, wouht 
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go to Prance and to other countries, 
where they could live upon cheap food, 
in cheap houses ; and have cheap ser* 
vants, horses and carriages; and, soon 
after these would follow many of our 
manufacturers, and these the most clever 
and enterprising; fourth, our commer- 
cial ship-building would follow the fete 
of the manufactures, and also the em- 
ployment of our ships as carriers, seeing* 
that the ships of other countries, . par- 
ticularly of America, would he built so 
- • *■ * J -•— sail 
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corn dear; but they are quite sufficient 
to induce me to oppose such a measure. 
If I am asked, how the English former 
is to contend with the French farmer, 
while the ftnner has so many and 
such heavy taxes to pay, of which the 
Utter knows nothing, I answer, take off 
■ English Unas, 'tilt the English former is 
able to contend with the French former; 
smd then I'D warrant it, that we beat 
the farmers of France, that we undersell 
them, and that our manufacturers live 
as cheap, and sell cheaper than any 
manufacturers in the world. I am clearly 
of opinion, that taxes may betaken off 
/ to t Ms extent without any injury to- the 
credit, the safety, or the peace of the 
country; but I must be very plain upon 
this head, and expressly say, that with 
those who do not think thai this ought to 
be done, I wish net to join in any petition 
against a Corn Bill ; because lam cer- 
tain, that it is impossible for MORE 
THAN ONE HALF OF THE PRE- 
SENT TAXES TO BE RAISED, UN- 
LESS THE PRICE BE KEPT UP, ON 
AN AVERAGE OF YEARS, TO 
ABOUT 140s. PER QUARTER OF 
GOOD WHEAT. To reduce the taxes 
one half, the whole of the standing army 
must be disbanded; the Horse Guards 
must lose its brilliancy and power ; the 
Aavy must com<* back to its state of 
1788 ; nnd a vast reduction Jtiust be 
made in the Civil List.— I am for THESE 
REDUCTIONS and for NO CORN 
BILL. With persons who are for NO 
CORN BILLand are AGAINST THESE 
REDUCTIONS I cannot. join ; because 
it would be joining in senseless clamour 
and popular delusion. — There is yet ano- 
ther point of great importance to men- 



tion. During the late war, 
were passed restricting the liberty of the 
Prest and of public discussion. I will 
join in no Petition, which docs^ not in- 
clude a prayer for the repeal of these 
laws, for a repeal of the Alien Act, and 
for a constitutional reform in the repre- 
sentation of the people in the Common/ 
House of Parliament. With tho^e who 
regard the Belly and the Purse, and are 
careless about their rights and liberties 
as Englishmen, I wish to have nothing to 
do. For the sufferings of such persons 

indeed, the 
am pleased, 
now address 
myself. — It is inconvenient to mo»t peo- 
ple to go to any particular place to sign 
a Requisition to the Sheriff; aud„ there- 
fore, I publish the following Circular 
Requisition, in imitation pftbe Circular 
Petition of the Agricultural Society. This 
Requisition may be copied upon a sheet 
of paper and signed by as many persons, 
in any town or place, as choose to sign 
it. The paper, thus signed, may then 
be sent to me, at Bothy near Southamp- 
ton, before the 1st day of March; and, 
if I receive Requisitions, the signatures 
to the whole of which amount to one 
hundred, I will wait upon the Sheriff 
with them. If I do not* f shall have done 
my utmost in opposition to the Corn Bill; 
I shall leave the dear loaf and heavy 
taxes to jog quietly on together ; attd to 
hear the whioings and grumblings of 
those who feel the grievance, and vet 
want the spirit to use the lawful meaas 
of getting rid of it, will be an ample com- 
pensation to nve for the portion of the 
grievance that will fall to my lot 



To the High Sheriff of the County of 
Southampton. 

SlR, 

We, the undersigned Freeholders and 
other Landholder?, Tradesmen and Ma- 
nufacturers, of the County ©^Southamp- 
ton* perceWiog/that, in various part's of 
the Kingdom, evil disposed or misguided 
persons are endeavouring to prevail on the 
Legislature to impose duties on the Impor- 
tation of Corn, and, being convinced, that 
such a measure would grievously oppress 
the labouring classes, would be ruinous 
to tradesmen and manufacturers, tfould, 
in the end, be* injurious to the growers, of 
corn and the owners of land themselwr 
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and might possibly disturb the peace of 
His Majesty's Dominions* request thai 
yon wifi be pleated to convene a Meetine 
if (be County on a day as little distant 
a* may be convenient, iil order to takt 
into consideration and to discuss the pro 
J)riety of presenting a petition to the two 
Houses of Parliament, earnestly praying 
tliat no such measure may be adopted ; 
and also praying for the repeal of laws, 
hostile to our rights aod liberties, passed 
casing the late war, aod for a constitu- 
tional Reform in the Representation, of 
the People in die Commons' House of 
Pariiataent. 

tate 

N. B. The letters, fconveyirig the Re*- 
tfaisitions mast be frost paid ; as it is not 
reasonable that I should be put to any 
expence on account of it. 

1 No. II. 
AMERICA.— Procf* of the real free- 
dam of her people.— Mr. Randolph's 
Letter.— Triumph of Republican prin- 
ciples!. 

Qur^fiiewspapers take infinite delight 
in speaking of the Hertford Congress, 
the Maryland Resolutions, &c. which 
indicate a disposition in part of the peo- 

tleof America to re sist those Jaws, passed 
y the Congress, which they deem op- 
pressing, and they found this projected 
resistance upon the old principle, that 
resistance ef oppression is a RlGHT 
inherent in freemen. — Our Times, Cou- 
rier, Chronicle, and other corrupt party 
papers, avplaad this conduct in the dis- 
contented part of the Americans. — Pools I 
they do not see, that the very fact of 
such intended resistance being openly 
'declared through the American ppess, 
without even a thought of it being dan- 
gerous so to do, is the greatest compli- 
ment that they can possibly pay to the 
American Government, and the strongest 
proof that they can give us of the real 
freedom of her press and her people.— * 
Fools ! to tell the world so much about 
this openly proposed resistance, when 
its passing like a summer cloud, unheeded, 
is the sure and certain proof of the per- 
fect A eedom of the Republican Govern 
meat, which, \n practice, secures the right 
ml resisting, as well as complaining of, 
«j»presaioiLi— — JF oola ! do they not know, 



that, by an act, passed* in England^ 
during the war against the French Re* 
publicans, and still in existence, any 
man who shall do what these American 
Writers and Printers are note doing, is 
liable to be hanged, have bis head cut 
off, his bowels ripped out, his carcase 
ijuartcred, his quarters placed at the 
disposal of the King, and his estates and 
property ^ confiscated ! — Fools ! to pro- 
claim sqch^proofs of the difference of 
the two Governments! The act, to which 
I allude, says, that " if any person JhaH 
"attempt, by/orcVor restraint, to com- 
" pel the king to change his measures or 
" counsels, or shall, in order to put any 
" force pr restraint upon, oifopitimidate* 
" or overawe, both Houses, or either 
" House of parliament, or shall express 
" the same by publishing any printings 
" or writing, or by any other overt act, 
" every such person shall be deemed * 

" TRAITOR." Now, this is what is 

doing daily through the press of America, 
where some of the Printers are actuallv 
advising the people to resist the late* 3f 
fhe Congress by force of arms, and to 
compel the Congress and President to do 
what these writers jay is for the good of the 
country. So far are these writers and prin- 
ters from apprehending any danger front 
such conduct, that they complain thatthfcy 
produce no effect by their labours. Mr. 
Madison and the Congress let them alone. 
If the people ebdse to resist ; "why/ it is 
the people's affair; the measures and 
counsels must be changed, and all is 
quiet again. There can be no danger to 
Mr. Madison or the Members of the 
Congress, who gain nothing by govern- 
ing the country ; and who can only want 
to do the best for their own {ftoper estates 
and liberties, in common with those of 

the rest, of the community. Such a 

Government can want neither treason 
laws nor troops to protect it ; because 
the people may put out the rulets, and 
appoint others when they please, and 
because those rulers have no private in* 
terest to make them regret the loss of 
power. — .—There is a Mr. Rahdolpjo, 
of Virginia, who, a great partisan against 
the President and the war, has pnhlshed 
a long letter to the people of America, 
which out Times and Cerarur ha ve re- 
published, and upon which the Times 
makes the following remarks/ which are 
Very interesting to intelligent readers, be- 
cause they shew clearly the mortification 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



161] 



POLITICAL REGISTER.— America. 



[ica 



of these hirelings at the language which 
even their favour ties are compelled to use 
in America in order to avoid universal 
execration. — " A New York paper of the 
" 271 h of December contains a long let- 
" ter fronr the celebrated Mr. Randolph, 
" a Statesman no less distinguished by 
41 his staunch nationality and republkan- 
" ism, than by his persevering opposition 
" to Mr. Madison's Government. The 
4t Convention of the New England States 
" at Hertford; and the strong probability 
" that their proceedings would terminate 
" in a dissolution of the Union, have 
" called forward Mr. Randolph as a ve- 
" hement advocate against a measure 
" which this gentleman considers so me- 
" nacing to liberty. Happily for him 
" these alarms are at an end. Our Di- 
" plomatists at Ghent have not only 
" signed the dcath-watrant cf the Hcrt- 
" ford Convention, but have abandoned 
" to the vengeance of their countrymen 
•* the people ,of Nantucket, who had 
" declared tor neutrality, as well as those 
" of Maine, who had sworn allegiance to 
" his Majesty. We. have forcibly re- 
'* united States ' destined,' in the pro- 
" phetk language of Mr. Randolph, ' to 
*' ' become within the present century a 
" ' mighty nation, 9 — * a confederacy which 
*' ' has already given a deep blow to our 
" * maritime pride, and threatens, at no 
" * distant day, to dispute with us the em- 
'* * pire of the ocean.* It is of importance 
" that we should urgently call the atten- 
" tion of our readers, as Britous, to this 

*' language language proceeding not 

*' from a promoter, but from a sUady op- 
" portent of the war; not from an ad- 
" roirer, but from an open despiser of the 
" American cabinet. Yet even tliis man, 
" in the moment of actual bankruptcy 
" to the Government, and of impending 
" dissolution to the union of the States, 
" can triumph over< Great Britain, and 
4t augnr the speedy subject ten of her 
"power! What will he say, whan he 
"learns that the uplifted rod of ven- 
" geauce was stayed by a treaty, in which 
" we affected to consult only ' the Jjo- 
" * nour and tlie fair pretensions' of Ame- 
" rica ? He will not even give us credit for 
u our liberality ; for as the general te- 
" nour of his letter shews him to be con- 
. " vinced that our conduct in the war has 
. " been mean, and dastardly, and karba- 
u rous, so he will attribute to nothing 
" but cowardice the abandonment of all 



" our high pretensions at the peace. Mr. 
" Randolph, unlike most of his country* 
"men, professes to be proud of the* Eug- 
" ' lisli blood in his vein*,' and to look 
"- back with pride on the names * of Al- 
" ' fred, and Bacon, aud Shakspeare, 
" ' and Milton, and Locke.' He avows, 
" that during ' our magnanimous stand 
" ' against the T\ rant before u horn all the 
" 'rest of Christendom had bowed,* he 
" put up ferveut j)rayers for our success ; 
" but the fact w hich he allege* in proof 
" of ,our having abandoned the high 
" ground on which we then stood, and 
" descended to the level of a Jacobinical 
" hostility, is one w hich deserves, and 
" will perhaps hereafter demand some in- 
" vestigation. ' Let not her orators/ says 
*' he, * declaim against the enormity of 
" ' French principles, when she permit* 
" ' herself to arm and discipline our 
" ' slaves, and to lead them into the (ield 
"/ against their masters, in the hope of 
" ' exciting by their example a general 
" ' insurrection, and thus rendering Vh> 
" ' ginia another St. Domingo/ What 
" grounds there mav be for this charge — 
" a heavy one it undoubtedly is — we pro- 
"fess not to know ; but we do trust it 
" will not turn out, upon enquiry, that 
" we have sanctioned the American trea- 
" chery of bribing our seamen to desert, 
" by an example of conduct still more to 
" be reprobated. In regard to the prhv 
" cipal object of his letter, Mr. Randolph 
" is grossly inconsistent. He professes 
" an ardent love of liberty, not jacobin i* 
" cal, but of ancient English growth. He 
" argues, that tliis liberty must perish in 
" America if the present constitution be 
" overthrown ; and >et he tacitly admits 
" that under that constitution every spartt 
" of real liberty has become extinct. 
" ' Atheists aud madmen/ says he, 'have 
" ' been our lawgivers/ * The press is 
" * under a* virtual imprimatur/ ' The 
" ' union is held together by no common 
" ' authority to which men can look up 
" ' with coutidencc and respect/ ' Coil- 
" 'gress is felo dt se.' In short— 
" ' Our Government is, in fact; already 
"•changed/ It was from these very 
" considerations, and not from any hot* 
" ttfity to the real interest* of America, 
" that we earnestly wished the strong. 
" hand of Britain icoitld hare overthrown 
" the chaotic systmt ef these " Atheists 
" and madmen," and without pretending 
'• to establish an invidious supremacy* 
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'• would have held out to all the States 
11 vhoknew how to value the gift, a liberal 
" and Brotherly Alliance, such as 
" that so eloquently sketched in Burke's 
" address to the North American colo- 
" nists— perhaps the most beautiful and 
" affecting State Paper ever penned.? — 
Now, reader, do you happen to -know, 
whether the sublime Burkr penned this 
" most beautiful and affecting State- 
•'• Paper" before, or after, he pot his pen- 
sion for life of 3,000/. a year? — Fool ! 
he wished did he, for " a brotherly alii- 
" ance* with those states, who "knew 
" how to value the gift." Oh ass ! Insuf- 
ferable fool! how will the Americans 
laugh at the idea of a " brotherly all!- 
" ance " with . > . . and .... and . * . . 
pad . . . ♦ Oh, that I could speak out ! 
But, faith, tbfy wUl speak out for me on 
the other side of the water. "A brotherly 
*' alliance !" I told the fool long ago, that 
he knows nothing of the Americans. I 
.told him, that, whatever noise the aris- 
tocrats mi^ht make about a separation 
of the Union, they would draw in their 
horns, when the pinch came, and even 
join the rest of the people against us. 
It is very true, however, as this man 
observes, that, in the treaty of Ghent, 
•'we signed the death warrant of the 
^ Hertford convention;" but, so far ought 
we to be from lamenting this, we ought to 
rejoice at it, seeing that that convention 
hid for its real object the forcing into 
power a set of aspiring men, who aim at 
the debasement of their country by the 
introduction of distinctions incompatible 
with republican freedom. If those men 
had succeeded in their undertaking, 
America would have become an object 
of contempt, instead of being, what she 
now is, an object of envy. The flame 
of real liberty it was the design of these 
vaiu men to extinguish. Ought we not 
to rejoice, that the death warrant of 
such a nest of conspirators was signed 
by our wojthy Regent? We do not like 
conspirators at home ; whv ought we to 
like them abroad! The leaders of the 
" British convention," in Scotland, who 
wanted a reform of Parliament, were 
transported to Botany fiau, Tlie lead- 
ers of the New Enjjlaad Convention, 
will be merely '* sent to Coventry.'* They 
m^Y, perhaps, now and thcu, meet with 
a ^republican to spit upon 4hem; but, 
that will be' the utmost of their punish- 
inent. By the time that the new treaty 



of commerce, now preparing between 
America and France, has been two months . 
in force, and we see tiie sea covered with 
American ships, the Members of the 
Hertford Convention will have beea as 
completely forgotten as the insects, on 
which they have trodden, going to and 

from the place of their sittings. -The 

triumph of republican principles is now 
complete in America. The press has/ 
never, in any one instance, been shackled ; 
every one has been free to say, to write, 
to publish, just what he pleased, "though 
the country was invaded in many parts 
at once, and though the Houses of the 
Congress and President were in flames. 
No law for the security of freedom has 
ever been suspended; no restraint put 
upon the tongue or the pen of any man, 
other than the natural, the just, restraint 
imposed by public opinion, by a sense of, 
shame, or by a fear of the contempt and 
hatred of men's neighbours. The Presi- 
dent and the Congress have stood in heed 
of no guards to defend them. All has 
been free and safe at heart, and every 
hostile arm at the disposal of the country 
for its defence against the foreign enemy. 
— r— The fool of the Times keeps harping 
upon the bankrupt state of the American 
Government Oh, fool, fool! Why, this 
only adds to the praises of the repub- 
lican system, which gets the better of all 
such difficulties ; which knows no weak* 
nesses from such a cause; which, with 
or without money, pushes out its squa- 
drons, arms its people, and obtains peace 
on honorable terras. This fool has so long 
been used to talk of money as the sinews 
of war; to look upon subsidies and mer- 
cenary troops and secret services as the 
means of defending a country, that he 
supposes, that the moment a government 
is poor, the country must be subdued, 
if any one will be at the trouble of at- 
tacking. The fool does not perceive, that 
national defence, in America, is tlie busi- 
ness of the people themselves ; that the 
President has -no, more to do with it, as 
to his private interest, than any other 
man ; and, in short, every cituen having 
sometliing- to fight for, the Common- 
wealth is- defended, with all its institu- 
tions, laws and liberties, though there be 
not a shilling in the public treasury, 
Paine observed 'very truly, that a rich 
government made a poor people. In 
America the peopleare rich and the go- 
vernment Ppoj; *uad that, apparently is 
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None of these addresses bare yet been 
translated; but their general tendency 
may be easily inferred, {ran the follow- 
ing Answer of the King to the ad- 
dress presented by the Nobility «f 
Naples. This answer also shews, that 
Murat himself entertain* no fears aa to 
the safety of hi* throne or the radepend- 
ance of "the* nation; — "The address of 
' " the Nojbilily of my kindom was highly 
" flatting to my heart; the feeling and ' 
" washes which it expresses fatty agree 
" with my views and sentiments. Neve/ 
<f did tbe Nobility shew itself more wor r 
>" thy than civthia solemn occasion, when 
" setting aside its own pretensions, and 
" forgetting its ancient privileges, it hag 
" spoken for the good of the Sovereign 
" and of the State. It has spoken the 
" language of patriotism and honour. 
" The Neapolitan nation *ill eternally 



the state of things which that queer sort 
*fa nation prefers. We like, a different 
state of things. We tyke a rich and splen- 
did government, decorated with Crowns, 
Carobets, Mitres, Robes .and Gowns, 
dignified Wigs, Maces- and Golden 
Coaches, and tall strait beautifal men on 
horseback and on foot dressed in scarlet, 
blue* and gold. Our taste is, out of all 
{kmbt, the best; but, then, we may let 
the poor hoghanmoghan republicans qui- 
etly enjoy their meals of beef, .geese, 
ducks, and turkeys. They are feasting 
the belly;, we the eyes. If ours is the 
most refined taste, let us pity the repub- 
licans, and suffer them to feast in quiet*. 

Mueat, King of Naples.— There 
ean be no doubt, from the proceedings 
pn the trial of General HxceJinan, that 
Joachim Murat is, at t hi* moment, re- 
garded as an enemy by the present reign- J " honour the name of so many long cc 
^12 family of France. 1 am sorry fur ! " le United families, of so many disttn- 
this,. because, although I have no -very j " guished by late services' ; and my suc- 
great liking tor AV«r^«, I consider Murat j" cessors will know how to distinguish 
to be one of the (;est Sovereigns that has ; «« them, who have now, by their dism- l 
appeared in Europe for, at least, a cen- \ <« tere&tedness, acquired fresh glory. The 
fury* According to the most correct in- j «' nobility wish for institutions which may 
formation, his subjects an* entirely de- j " insure the duration ot a liberal Go- 
voted te him, and this would not be the j '! vernment. This wish must he that ' 
case if fee were a despot, or abandoned i % ' of the whole nation, and I know that it 

1 €< is-so. it would have- been already 
14 fu.lhiled bad not political storms ttn- 
" Pvded ray views. Our first want is 
••' the iu.deptu4t*u cj i he nation^ This 
11 is obtaih'bd — it is secured, by tne 
" valour of my army. V»e may noVv em- 
" ploy ourselves in the inttrnal orgcniz~ 
" ation oj the- kingdom, and aft nty 
<c thoughts arc directed tot Ms important 
" object. Institutions suitable- to our: 
" Urns art equally necessary for the good 
" oj the nation, and Jcr the splendour 
" and security of the throne. / declare 
" tltat it gives me less pltasure to go* 
" w$n, than in the midst oj *this pcvple 
" whom I so greatly love, ami which has 
" shtjcn so- much lew to me, to found a 



to the gratification of unnatural, or inor- 
dinate passions, instead of making the 
welfare of his people 't lie chief object' oi 
hi* ©arc But, however much be mat 
^6 hated by the liouvbons, and by the 
priests, who, 1 have no dpubt, were the 
authors of the late attempt to poisou 
him, Murat appears to be on the best 
possible terms with the Emperor of Aus- 
tria,, who possesses tbe meafns of making 
"his ally be respected, should there be any 
intention on the part of franca to ques- 
tion his right to the, throne of Naples^. 
W* ' h' 'regard tie ' Vhaf ' is said . about 

, no- 
ently 
cor- 
well 
. well 
nc*.s, 
w. — 
Inch 
ogra- 
fa Of 
erits, 
ates- 
ff f in 



regular Govern^nt^ surrounded by tha 
> u Counsellors* of the no turn t to preserve 
'• it from passion and error*? aOoocr^ 
I" merit, which Kill alwMJ* be f>p^.rortd ify 
" th* hrao* iSea-poliian »aikn,ifccause its 
" only object can be their happiness, it 
j" the Nobility leave to their successor* 
! " the glorious character they iiciw- dis^ 
" play, my successors will iimj in theJft» 
J< as 1 do* the brightest support of UmK 
" throne," " " "* 



Digitized by V£iC 



m 



JTESftfrARY 11, *mb*—7%*I*f%mt<Qn+ 



tin 



The iNQUximotf. 



Sih, — I beg kave to call the attention 
of your leaders to the following most 
exttaordinary proclamation, witch I 
htve copied from the Times newspaper 
of the 1st instant: " Madrid, Jan. 1*. 
" By order ef Don Francisco Mier y 
41 Campiifo, Bishop of Abneria, and In- 
" quisitor-Gsncral, a proclamation, in 
" substance as follows, has been affix- 
" ed to the doers of all the churches: 
*' [It begins with reciting the Pope's 
" Bull (formerly published) against 
u free-masons, drc and then proceeds 
" as follows:] — We have learned that a 
" number of Spaniards, yielding to the 
•* frightful yoke of our oppressors, and 
4< drawn ipto foreign countries, have had 
*' the weakness to connect themselves 
" with those societies which lead to scdi- 
f< tion, insubordination, to every error, 
" and to all crimes-) we at the same time 
" trust that such individuals, restored to 
" liberty and then country, will recollect 
" that they are Spaniards, and wiH, 
" after the example of their ancestors, 
" submit with docility and respect to 
" the voice of the Supreme Pastor, and 
" of our legitimate Sovereign. With. 
" the advice of the Members of his 
" Majesty's Council, and of the Holy 
" Inquisition, we offer now to receive, 
" with open arms, and all the tenderness 
" befitting our character and functions, 
" those who within a fortnight from the* 
" date of the publication of the present 
u edict, shall toluntarily and sponta- 
" necj*?y give themselves up to us: 
" but if any one (which God forbid!) 
" continue obstinate in tlie path of per- 
fl dition, we will employ, to our great 
" regret, sevtftty and rigour, and sub- 
" ject them to all the penalties inflicted 
<• by the civil and canon law. We 
" order the present edict to be read in 
" all the churches of the kingdom, and 
** to be fixed up atalfrhe church-doors, 
" from whence it must not be taken 
1i down without our permission, under 
" pain of the greater excommunication, 
" and 200 ducats fine." This procla- 
mation; cannot but excite in the minds 
of all liberal men, the most lively sen- 
sations of alarm.— Fos several days 
past all accounts from Spain have, 
brought the information, that it was 
the intention of Ferdinand the Yilth to 
ttyft, *t tfcf advice $ M. Cf»*ll9s, 



measures of conciliation towards the 
suffering inhabitants of his kingdom* 
It is therefore with encrcesed astonish* 
meat that I have perused the above do- 
cument A long residence in thtt coun* 
try, am}* very perfeet knowledge of it* 
customs, eneMes me to judge very ac- 



curately of the inclinations, end i 
ofthiitking/of the great body of the pee* 
pie. I have, therefore, no hesitation in 
most positively' stating^ in defiance el 
whetevet the hireling press may any tor 
the contrary, that toe establishment ef 
the dominion of the priests, it in eons* 
plete contradiction in the gmrnl with of 
the people. The afreet of the Inquisition 
is little understood in this country. It 
is either greatly exaggerated, or, by its 
apologists, extenuated into nothing. 1 
will endeavour to explain to yon, Sir,, it* 
general operations upon society, which is 
by far the most important way ip which 
it ought to be considered, affecting as it. 
does the interior economy of every &- 
milv. 

the chief sat* ef this tribunal is et 
Madrid, whet* it is underthe govetnment 
ef the Inquisitor General, a numerous 
council, and a. very extended suite of su- 
bordinate officers. In every city, and 
even to the smallest towns in the king- 
dom, a miniature fac simile of this esta- 
blishment exists, composed precisely in 
the same way ; with this single difference, 
that in the provinces the inquisitors are 
not publicly avowed, only guessed at. lit 
every family, there is either a resident 
priest, Or one who daily visits, or investi- 
gates its most minute concerns. If he 
resides in the house, he regulates at h» 
will, the entire government of its in- 
mates. No circumstance the most trifling 
can take place, without his knowledge or 
concurrence, even *to visitors received, or 
visits paid. In families not rich enough 
to render the residence of a priest suffi* 
ciently ce«$*srtable, the daily visitor is as 
much master of every action that passes 
within doors, as though he resided in the 
house. The chief inquisitor, in towns 
of moderate sise, is i*ot always a priest, 
lie is very oftep the principal inhabitant ; 
that is to say, the person possessing the 
most - consideration. In this case, the 
appointment is received by him from the 
Inquisitor General at Madrid ; and he is 
obliged to undertake the office, and per 
form its functions, however reptijnaut 
J they m*y tie to his feejtogr.-* Thus it of- 
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ten Happens that a pentleman, who is in 
rented with the t)ftrceof Pmviiftcial Inqui 
sitor, receives an order to arrest a no 
place in solitary and close confinement 
(as is the case with all the inquisition pri- 
eonecs) his dearest friend, even his wife, 
and. his- only chiM, a£ whose offence he is 
hapl j in' perfect ignorance, wiiogejiltimate 
destination is entirely ' unknown to him, 
andlbe horrors of whose confinement he 
rannot ameliorate, without the cettainty 
ei being; himself suhject to the ^ame. 
The provincial prisons of the Inquisition 
'are held in such awe, and wrapt in such 
my&tcry, that no human being dare make 
enquiry as UHheir contents. — The arrests 
take plac« invariably at midnight, and the 
prisoner is removed, by unknown attend- 
ants, at that solemn hour, and in pro- 
found sileace, frcin provincial prison to 

provincial priscn, until all trace of him is 
lost. If he is seized upon in one-town, 

his examination dees not take- place for 

mout|is,and theft in another town in the ve- 

ly opposite part of tlw kingdom to that of 

his reside i>ee. Should he even return to 

fas family, he dares nof speak, nor dare 

they euquire, as to any t hing that has oo 

tunedtohim during his absence. The 

inmost secrecy prevails on every subject. 

The Inquisitor* are unknown, even to 

^atlr other, vm\ where a provincial tribu- 
nal is summoned to as^em hie, an unknown 



f eries,its secret signs, and its correspond- 
encies, by. which it was able in some 
measure, to penetrate into tfye hidden 
operations of the Inquisition. The bond 
of secrecy that united its members ena- 
bled them to co-operate against that for- 
midable tribunal, and was a sort of coun- 
terpoise to its effect.* The clergy there- 
fore decided upon ifs annihilation, aiifj 
the proclamation now before you is one 
measure taken for that purpose. Ferdi- 
nand, a tyrant at heart, found that the 
priests were his heat support, their prin- 
ciples bctnp; in unison with his .own, anct 
at their request, no doubt, this horrid 
mandate has been issued. 

When Ferdinand lo'urned to Spain, he 
found the lioeral policy of Bonaparte 
had given universal freedom to all man- 
kind. The annihilation of the Inquisition 
was a- death-blow to the clergy, inasmuch 
as from that very moment* va itb one ac- 
cord,, the resident priests were dismissed 
from each family, and tlie vbits of the 
other class* no longer tolerated. Friest- 
heod thuswcs rapidly fed Hug into decay, 
and had the I«c;,ency and the Cortes con- 
tinued another y#»ar, Ferdint'»nd's whole 
efforts to re* establish them* uould have 
been m vain. Twanuy ahvo\« looks to 
the priesthood 1 for support, hi fetterin" 
the mind of man, a tyrant is hcsteuahltu 
to establish his 'domuuVn, and we find 



jnessenGcr arrives at micinUht with the^ throughout unive.i.-al history that there 
carder, which is delivered in silence, | never existed" a despotic monarch, who 
with scne mysterious signs by which its j did not place hi* chief reliance upon the 



authenticity is Luouu, and the plate of 
assembly pointed out. \ou will thus un- 
ci erst and how this tribunal is enabled to 
tarry \U- espionage i:Ho the mo&t remote 
jeeesses of eveiy family. The priests 
who, as I have already shewn, are every 
where^retluisenalled to communicate the 
inost private transactions of every indivi- 
dual, and no one is safe/ Anonvoious 
•infe rotation* being always- received, the 
JhJy OjjtCt 9 m the first instance, trausraits 



influence of priestcraft. It was upon 
this principle that Ferdinand orr his re- 
turn looked up to this body to support 
him, in those measures which he I » d de- 
termined on; and they, in Uieirt urn, were 
delighted to find that a prospect once 
mure opened to them of recovering their 
fallen j ©»ver. 

, TLe . rmyv on whom the king was* 
obliged to place a considerable reliance, 
had iu»t vet sufficiently thrown off the 



tl* elufigt to the Inquisitor in the neigh- influence of sn pistil ion, to oppose the 

nons slioals of monks,' and priests, who were 



houihcod of the at eused, who summe 
immediately before him, the priest with 
vhem the accused cc'nrmunes, and on 
whoae report ulterior proceedings are 
ydoptcd. Yon will *t once see, therefore, 
the nature of the influence' which Ibis 



which it holds over e'very class of society. 

The principal cause of hatred which 

the Institution has \o Jreana^nry is, that 

fbio latter institutionpossesses also its m} s- 



again let loose upon tb>m. Ferdinand 
did not temporise. He acted in the most 
decisive manner, and by boldly seizing 
upon and destroying the friends of reason* 
and liberty, he consolidated his power. 



body possessed and the al Solute pOver and proceeded to the universal detraction. 



of every thing that had been done in bis- 
absence towards the restoration of perso- 
nal and mental liLeity. Iu b these eflort^ 
i he was seconded, o£ course," by the whol* 



ir #rt«iwi» 
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body ftf ifye priests. Several of the prin- 
cipal generals of the . old school, who 
had never shaken off the bands of fanati- 
cism, ami looking up to the prospective 
^rewards for the services they might rendei 
towards enslaving their fellow citizens, 
immediately joined the monarch with 
fheir whole weight. It is with regret \ 
have to state that there we're ftriihh 
Officers found who would join in so moi> 
strous an union against that liberty, the 
blessings of which a reference to the 
Jand of their birth ought to have strong- 
ly inculcated on their minds. To the 
Jiigh .honor of others, they refused to 
continue in so despicable a service. 
On the return of Ferdinand, he found 
.the following British diners, in hit 
army: — Centrals Rot lie, Dyer, Whit- 
lir.ghaiu, Doyle, Carrol, and Pownie. 
l)f these Dyer, YV bittin<Jiam,and Carrol, 
resigned their Spanish commissions on 
Jbc *uppres>ion of the Cortes, and have 
returned t,o their native service. Sir 
John Downiehad been a commissary 
in the Biiiish aimv, which employment 
.1 e quitted and received a commission 
f'om the Provincial Junta of Seville. 
3 his was afterwards confirmed by tfw 
Curies; fn in v'hem aUo he asked, and 
it-ceived one of the crcssts, as they are 
* ailed, of r lie order of Charles the II Id: 
.snd, in compliment to whom our Prince 
Ik'tnt kn^hted him. Thus to the 



which had, since the residence of the 
trench in the Peninsula, become very 
^microns, were actively employed in 
^adeavouring to counteract its operation. 
To the secret means of communication 
which this society possessed, is to be 
ittrihuted the escape of those patriots 
fo Gibraltar, who were afterwards de- 
manded by the sanguinary Villa Yiciosa, 
the governor of Cadiz, on whose mandate 
^ir James Duff, the RritLsh consul there., 
claimed, and for whose delivery* to the ^ 
blood hounds of the Inquisition, to the 
honor of the British Parliament, though 
not until motion pfter motion had been 
made on the subject by the opposition,) 
General Smith received ao severe a repri- 
mand ; and which was, it is supposed, the 
ultimate cause of hisrecal. 'i bus when the 
Inquisitors found that the lodges 
of Free-mesons, had counteracted some 
of their projected schemes of blongf, it 
became necessary to put them down. 
IJicy were proscribed accordingly ; but 
the secrecy attendant on their composi- 
tion setriug ordinary nicrsiue's at defi- 
ance, recourse has been had to the pro- 
clamation that has been the subject of 
this letter. I have at present intruded 
too much perhaps on your valuable co- 
lumns. I shall, in a. second letter, 
commumet re to you au interesting de- 
tail if the very aiilul and e>tra ordinary 
methods adopted Ly the clergy to bring 



Or'es he ov.ed his ajl !—Gu the arm al I o\er Ferdimnd, so entirely to their 
Lf the Spanish monarih Sir John bow- ! views, which have produced the pie- 
sent state of misery and dismay in which 
all Spain is involved. 1 am, dc. 



nic was at Madrid, where he had been 
ail the period of the French cam- 
■pai^n, occupying hiimelf with politics 
at the seat of govern ti.eut, instead of 
>liariisL; the danicrs of the seat of war; 
ami, fttianpe to si«y, uss cue of those 
who vue tn p!< yed in the hrntmalk 
Vnicc of eittlliblintf the Inquisition, 
and imprisoning that vey si-me Cortes 
from whom he received his employment. 
Every other British oificer in the Spa- 
n «h %ei vice rejected, with scorn, this 
\ile employment.- Sir John Dyer wiote 
H nest impressive letter, in which he 
icbt*p:cd his commission in the Spanish 
aervue, \ referring honourable retirement 
to being the tool of a despot! How- 



Civis." 
P. S. Having mentioned the case of 
the two nufort urate ^paniiirds, who were 
shamefully «iven up to the vengeance of 
their Government by a Hntinh officer at 
Gibraltar, 1 cannot omit noticing the 
circumstance that one of these perse- 
cuted individuals, having escaped the 
hi I ij Mood-hounds, has reached this 
country, mid, in consequence of what 
lately passed inpvrlibinent respecting his 
disgraceful arrest, has adonssed a let- 
ter to ihe pubiic, through the medium of 
the ncw>pt'pers. r l his genlieroan's name 
is Antonio 1 ' night inuh, and the follow- 
ever* tie Inquisition was re-established; I hip i» the account he juves of his reason* 
/all the ordinances issued by P>onaparie j for leaving Cadiz, and of his subsequent 
and Ik* Cortes, for its eternal suppres-'j apprehension at Gibraltar: — " There bc- 
fion, were declared void, and additional j " in«- strong reason to believe at Cadiz, 
ri£o-ji was given to \U authority. Iii the < «* about the middle of la*t SJnv, that 
fu«au(iu.e > the Lodges of Fret-masons, : " Jrcrdinfuul the Viltb, instigated by bad 
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" advice, was about to overturn the con- 
" stitution, and at the same time having 
" reason to fear the re-establishment of 
" the Inquisition, against which, exercis- 
" ing the right allowed me by the laws 
" during the existence of the Cortes, I 
" had written a work, entitled, The In- 
" quisition Unmasked, X endeavoured to 
w place myself in safety. With this 
<c view, having procured a passport from 
" Senor Valdez, then Governor of Cadiz, 
4€ aud which, for the greater security, I 
" got countersigned by Sir J. Duff, I went 
** by sea to Gibraltar, with an intention 
*' of coming to London. In the same 
<f \Nassa£c-l>oat wi^h me was a Captain 
*« retired from service, by name Don 
* K Ditgo Correa, who was also leaving 
** Spain in consequence of the threatened 
" revolution in public affairs, and with 
*' whom I had no previous communica- 
" tion, although I knew him by repute to 
" be a brave soldier, arid a good patriot. 
" We had been three days at an inn at 
'• Gibraltar, when, about eleven at night, 
" an Adjutant of the fortress made his 
" appearance, with a picquct of infantry, 
" and took us prisoners to the guard-house. 
" Next day we were examinee!, and our 
" declarations taken; and after two days 
" more had elapsed, we were delivered 
*' up to tlje Spanish Consul, who sent us 
•' to tlie Commandant of the camp of $t 
" Roque, at Algcsiras." — Towards the 
conclusion of this letter, will be found 
the following very severe and pointed 
strictures on the conduct of Sit James 
Duff: — " The charges brought against 
*' me in Sir James Duff's letter, viz. that 
" I am tire author of The Inquisition 
** Unmasked, is as little, entitled to atten- 
" tion as the preceding. Such a charge 
*' is the more preposterous, as beiwg 
*' brought against me by a .citizen of a 
"fret and enlightened nation, which, 
" from principles of religion and a, just 
" resentment, must detest that tribunal. 
" I could not have believed, without see- 
" ing it in print, that this would have 
" been -regarded as an imputation upon 
#c my character: and the CoumiI of his 
" Britannic Majesty has pr >ceedcd in 
" this point as the most fanatic causal €.; 
** his Catholic Majesty might be suppos- 
*' cd to have done." 

Look ♦at Home. 
Mr. Cobbctt.— I agree with you, 
Jhat John Bull's attention has, of late 



{I* 

years, been too* much given ip foreign 
politics, to look well to his affairs at home. 
The time, however, is now arrived for bis 
doing so ; and, upon finding domestic 
matters much out of order, John is as- 
tonished, puzzled, and perplexed. With 
his bands in his breeches pocket, feeling 
his purse, John looks forward, and it 
alarmed. Then measuring its contests, 
by the' grip of his intelligent fingers, 
he looks back, and heaves a deep sigh I 
— But, Sir, it is for those benevolent 
minds, who told him, long ago, bow to 
avoid his present dilemma (notwithstand- 
ing his former obstinacy,) still to assist 
him in averting/uforc evils, and prevent* 
ing, if possible, a recurrence of the past 
This will be but consistent with our 
Tenets; and, with your permission, thro' 
your intelligent Register, I'll try my hand. 
Your publication of the 28th, contain v 
an ingenious article, under the Head; 
No. 1, Corn Bill, from the Courier; in 
which it is stated that " The English 
" Farmer, cannot grow Corn, unless, by 
" an importation duly, the foreign Far- 
€€ mer be made to bear part of the Eng* 
" lish Farmer's taxes; and here I take my 
t' stand/'-^u.-ki reply, say, "but he, 
" will not bear part then, for he will not 
u bring his corn, and it is meant, that he 
" sIiQuld not — Here I take my stand/' 
— The article from the Courier (looking 
at its purpose) is written ivith. adroitness, 
and great ability; but you have, with 
equal adroitness, and with much greater 
aptness of argument, fully and fairly 
detected, and exposcd(, its plausible fal- 
lacy— after which you say — " Reduce the 
" Taxes of the English Fanner, and then. 
" he will grow com enough, without the 
" aid of foreign supply/' — But tliisR educ- 
tion, (as I know you are fully aware, 
tho' you choQse to pause here,) cannot 
be expected to happen at least in time, 
and to the extent sought, for the relief of 
the Farmer; or rather, for the relief, I 
am disposed to think, of the former blun- 
ders pf the Ministry. And why can it 
not? Why because our extravagance and 
prodigality,' in spending, lending, and 
giving away the Wealth of the Nation, 
has been ^ rapid ond so vast. We have 
contracted an immense debt, and must 
continue to pay the interest of an addi- 
tional six hundred millions, incurred 
within these twenty years, to preserve 
our honour, and our credit from being 
sullied. We cannot, therefor^ yeduc«v 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Ml] FEBRUARY 11, 1815.— Horrid Blasphemous Imposture. 



[iaa 



pur taxes, I fear, greatly and suddenly. 
If we rest then, upon the grounds df the 
Courier, our Manufactures, and general 
prosperity most decline; and If upon an 
immediate 9 and an efficient reduction of 
pur taxes, the Fund -holders must suffer, 
or the Wheels of the Government Mail be 
too much clogg'd, to perform thei* usual 
circumrotation. This, .Mr. Cobbett, is 
a puzzling dilemma ! — a situation of dis- 
tress and difficulty, naturally suggesting 
two Questions. — Who brought us into it ? 
—What is t$ be done ?-r-ln answer to the 
first, 1 say, that those, who have been 
supporting' and encouraging the War 
of passion, mot of prudence \~-thotc who 
denominated the voice of reason and of 
justice, Jacobinism ; those who shouted, 
mizzacd,andbravadoed,echoing toa trium- 
phant Majority of their suid-to-be-Ke- 
presentatives m Parliament, at every 
new tax, and fit ewry annual addition of 
fifteen or twenty pillions of expenditure. 
Such, I regret to say,were a great portion 
of this easily-misled Nation, (the Agri- 
culturists almost entirely) blinded, and 
bdJf mad, by a deceitful prosperity, 
which they thought must still increase 
with general wretchedness ; and which 
their self-nourished and destructive favor 
mistook for sincere and lasting reaHty. 
—As to tfcte second question. — What is 
to be done ? — What but, from past errors, 
to learn Jut ttre Wisdom? Ibis is the 
Jot of humanity ; and etery thing ithich 
our netoly-awakcntd reason, prudence, 
and economy can suggest, should, if pos- 
sible, be instantaneously adopted : — Call 
the wisest Councils, — not of the present 
weak, and extravagant school, that 
has brought England into unexampled 
difficulties. Let every branch of our 
administration be rendered economical; 
cut off aH superfluous expences ; part 
with all irrational costly establishments; 
call upon our public Men, of large 
fortunes, to discharge, for a fyw years, 
pmcial duties gratis; establish such 
pretentions, with due care, that the same 
wasteful extravagance, the like mania 
foes wanton warfare, with all iU destruc- 
tive costliness, never maw recur. Let 
the (?«ycrjiment "honourably -discharge 
ft* duties^ .to- the people ; * the Peopte' 
toeiw to the Government, Let us but 
cfo Hi* ksnutty, likely, promwthy, ano 
MmtitxtionMlljr and, like old English 
JatooU, we maw still fearless look our 
P*£fiCjcf i» Ue fc««:— Still jppyi.ur 



Country lift her head amidst surround- 
ing Rations!— and still may we find 
means, sufficient ty meet all purposes. — 
Methinks I hear the manufacturers and 
agriculturists say, " \\ hy, yes ; all fj^t.s 
" may be true, but hdw are these matters' % 
"to be carried into effect?" — By not 
selling yourselves, first to trading 'mem- 
bers of Parliament, then trading member* 
cannot sell yon a scconif time, in sup- 
port of prolusion, irrational wars, and 
the increase of taxation.*- Ask one and 
all constitutionally, but firmly ask, for 
a radical reform in your representation. 
—Be Englishmen, and English prcptrty^ 
butjully, fairly, and honourably rtprc- 
stnted; and corruption, tfco' encouraged 
by the untbinkinjr, and the prodigal, in 
the most wasteful profusion, will not„ 
cannot, again bring this country into the 
distressing dilemma, which the lavish 
expenditure of the last twenty-three year* 
has effected.— With this remedy, we 
should need no importation duties vpen 
corn, nor be burthened with mcrt pau- 
pers, or with higher prices for the ne- 
cessaries of life than 'other countries. 
— Without this remedy, the evils we com- 
plain of must continue, seeing we have 
acquired the Hcavcn-born taste for mil* 
lions over thousands* England will then 
become a Cipher amonfst the Nations 
of Europe f Tertio. 

Jan. 31, 1815. 

c Horrid blasphemous Imposture'!!' 

Mr. Cobbett.— The following arti- 
cle, to which the Editor of the Meriting 
Post has prefixed the above terrific title, 
appeared in that journal of ^esterdav: 
— •' Paris, Feb. 1.— The Sixth Chamber 
"of Correctional Police, this dcy, con- 
" demned to five year s imprisonment, 
" a fine of 200 francs, and the expences * 
" of suit, a man named begta'c, who 
'* called himself Le Bon Dnu, on ac- 
" count of his alledged inspiration from 
"heaven! It appeared, this audacious 
"hypocrite bat^ swindled many of his 
4< neighbours out of various sums of mo- 
" ney— particularly the female sex— is 
" consequence of his blasphemous pre- 
" tensions**— Prom this article it appears, 
that inr France things have considerably 
altered suue Bonaparte was put down. 
During hi* reign r any man might have 
believed, professed, or pretended what 
M liked as to religion. Under the pre- 
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sent regime, inspiration is not permitted. 
Ha<l Joanna Southcott, Parson Towzer, 
Arc. gone over to that country, instead 
of making converts, they would have been 
sent to the gallics! Who, therefore, will 
atteojpt to deny, that ours is the mildest 
of all possible governments, and Lord 
$!ienhorough tfie most moderate of all 
possible judges] Mr. George Houston, 
to he sure, who composed that mo*t dia- 
bolical book entitled " Ecce Homof is 
on the Opposite side of the question* He 
wants to prove — what I shudder to think 
of — of course dare not repeat — and the 
poor man in Frauce who set himself up 
as being " Le Bon I)iiv" the good God 
himself, is &e»it \in order to convince the 
world of his mistake) to prison for five 
years ! But his followers, I understand, 
swear, that this is a certain evidence 
of his divinity, and impiously appeal to 
historical proofs, whether an instance is 
liot to be found, some where or other/ of 



a mau being even put to death for a is more for the purpose, of alarming Ber^ 



similar offence, and yet' becoming after 
wards the founder of a religion so pow- 
erful, that to express a doubt of its divinity 
subjected every unfortunate, disbeliever 
to tine, imprisonment, and its whole train 
of concomitant evils. I give you the 
text. I leave the commentary to your 
reader.*; aud ant, &c. 

Fib. 9, 1815. Philo-Civis. 



The i.ate King of Sweden. 
Mr. Cobbf.tt. — Of all the claimants 
among the legitimate sovereigns of Eu- 
rope, to restitution of the territory and 
kingdoms, which they lost in conse- 
quence of the mighty events attending 
the French revolution, it «as scarcely 
to be expected that the ci-deeant king 
of Sweden would have come forward 
and placed himself in the list. At one 
period, no doubt, he was haUed in this 
enlightened country as a magnanimous 
prince, and extolled to the skies for his 
virtues, because he ventured to quarrel 
with Bonaparte; but our sagacious 
politicians were not long in discovering, 
that the imply coffers of his treasury 
wers ill calculated t« maintain a struggle 
with France. At first, our generosity 
enabled him to oppose something like a 
show of resistance to the " Corsicau 
*' Usurper," but lavish as we were of our 
money at that period, we soon got tired 
of our magnanimous ally a and asseited 
that he was mad to tinnk of resisting 



the power of Napoleon. This unfortu- 
tunate expression was immediately laid 
hold on by a faction: Gustavus was 
declared insane by bis subjects, dethro- 
ned, exiled, and, ever since, has lived 
in retirement, on the scanty pittance 
which the humane and charitable were 
witting to bestow on fallen royally. Now, 
however, he seems disposed to assert 
'lis rights, and if an article from 
BasJe is to be credited, he has era- 
ployed Sir S\dney Smith as his agent, 
to present a declaratjop to ( the Con- 
gress at Vienna, of which the substance 
is said to De a revocation, on his owq 
part, aud in behalf of his son, of the act 
of abdication by which he resigned the 
crown and government of Sweden. — 
Without attributing any improper mo- 
tives to the interference of a British Mi- 
nister in a business .of tlus nature, I 
cannot help thiukiug that the appearance 
of thia declaration at the present moment, 



nadotte, the Crown Prince of Sweden, 
tlian from any regard to the rights of 
the exiled monarch. How, indeed, can, 
it be otherwise, when the case of the un- 
fortunate sovereign of Saxony is consi- 
deied? — As to him neither rights, justice 
nor policy are respected. It must, there- 
fore, have been to promote some other 
object than that of asserting the personal 
chains of Gustavus, that be has been 
brought upon the carpet; and when the 
attempts which have lately been made 
by an infamous press, to bring the King 
of Naples into discredit are recollected, 
it will excite no surprise if it should turn 
out that the present is a scheme to favor 
some project, perhaps not yet fully ma- 
tured, of dethroning Bernadotte. Whe- 
ther this conjecture is well founded or 
uot, a very short period will determine. 
Meanwhile I am your admirer. Julian^ 

Feb. 8*A. 1815. 

Legion of Honour. 

Sir,: — In your valuable Register of 
.the week before last, your Correspondent 
Civil/, has made a most unwarrantable at- 
tack upon the New Legion o/ Honour, 
.by adding to the ranks of that " most ' 
honettrabk Institution," the person whom 
•He calls " Sir Dig by Hamilton," and 
Masses with Sir Henry Torreos and 
Si- Harry Calvert, &c. 1 tug thaiavour 
of your being so good as to correct thi^ 
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mis-statement, u the temporary rank Ma- 
" jor General Waggon Master General' 
not having succeeded in his application 
to become a Member of the "Fraternity ." 
It was indeed hinted that he was to have 
been one of the Pen and Ink Knights; 
but Mr, Canning havfag claimed Lord 
Cochrane 's Vacancy, as sou explained 
io a former Register, no Niche, suffici- 
ently capacious .could be found for him. — 
Mr. Canning, it is said, generously of- 
fered to wave his claims in favour of the 
" Temporary Rank General," (in com- 
pliment to the Commander in Chief) but 
a doubt then arose as to the possibility of 
admitting him, as, in that case, Mr. Nal- 
der, the worthy and respectable City 
Marshal, insisted upon being decorated 
with the Order, declaring that on the oc- 
casion of Sir Francis Burdett's comm it- 
meat to the Tower, he bad seen much 
more " dangerous service" in marshalling 
the carriages in order of march, than 
the " Temporary Rank" Major General 
ever saw in his whole military career, 
from his first «•* official situation" as Ar- 
tillery Serjeant's Clerk, up to his present 
high office of superintendant of the Horse 
Ouarris! Lord Cochrane has certainly to 
regret his exclusion from the " honourable 
"Order, "under the present circumstances, 
fur, unquestionably, he would have made 
many most respectable and valuable ac- 
quaintances, which he is now deprived of. 
1 beg leave to iutrude one other remark : 
«— As your Register is in very general cir- 
culation, no doubt some of your corres- 
pondents can favour me /with information, 
as to what is the meaning of Temporary 
Rank ; how long does it last ; or does 
temporary mean u permanent V Every 
41 Temporary Rank Officer'* in the whole 
Army has been long ago reduced : what 
therefore are the peculiar claims or merits 
of Temporary Rank Waggon Master 
Major General, Digby Hamilton, that 
a most invidious exception should be 
made in his favour ? Have the fatal con- 
sequences, attendant on secret influence 
been forgotten? Or, are the private 
services of the " Major General" of 
such a nature as to demand that he 
■should continue to receive a large annuity, 
and very great emoluments ; such as 
forage for his horses, coals, candles &c. 
•thus saddling the public with an enormous 
-expeace, without any apparent duty 
being performed for it 1 If this is an 
erroneous statement, some of your Cor- 



respondents will set me right. — If not, 
perhaps through your channel the public 
will receive the desired information. 

1 am, *c. P. C. 
Horse Guards, Fed: 2, 1815. 



University av Oxford. 
SlR,-The facts contained in the letters 
which appeared in your Register with+ 
in the last twelvemonth, exposing the a- 
buse of "power in the /University of Ox- 
ford, afford a lamentable, but convincing, 
proof, that the head may be furnished 
with some learning, while the heart i* 
without any feeling. It is evident that 
the person* to w horn your correspondents 
strictures apply, are thoct/who have seen 
little or nothing of the world, or who have 
not had the good sense to profit by what 
they have seen; and whose ideas are* 
consequently confined. His strictures 
apply to men, who are acquainted with 
books, but .not with mankind; or who 
after having submitted to be slaves when 
under authority, a\c:u;e themselves by 
becoming tyrants. — 1 amconfiriued in this 
opinion by a circumstance which your 
correspondent, I believe, will notdenv, 
that so far as his statement regards the 
procurutorial office, the greatest abuses 
have, generally speaking, (though it must 
be owned there have been occasionally 
some striking instances to the contrary) 
been committed by the youngest men, 
and that the pro-proctors, who properly 
should only act in the absence ol the 
proctors from the university, or by their 
immediate concurrence aud advice, as 
the name of the officer imports, {pro- 
curator, i. e. the deputy's deputy) are 
more frequently to blame than their su- 
periors in office. Indeed, it generally 
happens, that one or other of these young 
gentlemen, (for I do not accuse them ah> 
through his extreme indiscretion, and ar- 
dent desire to shew and exert his power, 
will act in direct opposition to the good 
intentions of hisjsuperiors,who, unhappily, 
when an error has been committed bjf 
o4iu or other of the said pro-proctors, 
think proper to support his authority, 
however iil-advisedly it may have been 
exercised. This is a very common cause/ 
of abuse, and of the injustice and cruelty 
which so frequently attend it. 1 remem- 
ber an instance, not many years ago, of 
a quarrel in a house between two wornen^ 
being construed into a riot, and on an in- 
formation being hid by some ill-natured 
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person, the house was visited by one of 
the pro-proctors ; though $ven if there 
had been a riot, it would not have come 
under his jurisdiction, bat under that of 
a common peace-officer, as the university 
statutes, taken in tbeir most rigid sense, 
only authorise its officers to enter houses 
in order to ascertain whether any mem- 
bers of the university are in them. - The 
women, hoWever, were taken before the 
officer who had the power of commit- 
ment, and instead of being dismissed by 
kirn with a reprimand, and a private hint 
being given to the pro-proctor to act 
wi^h greater caution, were sent to prison. 
I cannot kelp observing, that out of six 
persons invested with so much power, 
there is great probability that one at 
least will be ill-conditioned or wrong- 
headed ; and to see tbe extreme officious- 
ness and encreased activity of such a 
rhau as the termination of his short-lived 
power approaches, is highly ludicrous. 
J t is sometimes the heiglithof his ambition 
to procure a nomination to the office for 
two or tliree successive years. 

Of the truth of your correspondent's 
statements, I am perfectly convinced by 
niywvn observations and inquiries ; and I 
perfectly agree with him that neither 
the^diioplioe nor morality of the Univer- 
sity has been improved by the means 
be so justly censures. It may perhaps 
be said, that it is the duty of the officers 
of the University to exert themselves in 
tbe suppression of immorality. This I 
am ready to grant; but let it at the same 
time, be remembered (to use the words 
of your correspondent, in his first letter) 
that "th-:y are not justified in punishing 
. offenders beyond the limits marked out 
by the law''; that * the profligate should 
be punished, and punished according to 
the known and equal lawu>f the land, 
and not with greater severity than that 
allows; and that by good magistrates, 
reformation will always be oreterred to 
severity of* punishment. * lour corres- 
pondent was too sanguine in his expec- 
tations that the windows of the cells in 
the prison would be immediately closed 
with glass. This is the case in the most 
modern and the best constructed prisons'; 
but here it has not been done* I canfcot 
help expressing my hopes, though, per- 
haps, I myself may be too sanguine in 
entertaining them,that the city magistrates 



consider imprisonment, in its lejral sense, 
as merely implying confinement in a 
prison, which, considering tbe misery 
and privations necessarily attending itj 
even in its best st*t», must be very- 
wretched, without subjecting the prison- 
ers to any unnecessary hardship, or ex- 
posing their healths to irretrievable in- 
jury. As long, however, as this hard- 
ship continues, and in inclement wea- 
ther, it is of the most severe description, 
as well as the extreme dampness of the 
prison, it is hoped that the humanity 
of tbe Vice-chancellor, will duly cotvi 
sider each particular case before he con- 
signs a female to a punishment that may 
prove so injurious to her health and con- 
stitution. 1? we look into history, we 
shall find that Pariiamentarv interfer- 
rence has never been of mucn advantage 
either to the Universities or" the Clergy; 
I confess, however, that such interfere 
ence, whatever may be the consequence, 
would be mere satisfactory than tbe con- 
stant irritation arising from a scene of 
cruelty and oppression, which will always 
exist, more or less in a place where the 
inhabitants are deprived of the protec- 
tion of the common law of the land* 
I shall only add, that the good sense' 
of those whom it may more immediately 
concern, should suggest to them, that in 
these days, such measures as were Intel? 
put in practice, and which; it is hoped, 
will never* be revived, are not well 
adapted to perpetuate privileges. 

Oxford, Febi 1* 1815. H. S. 

American Documents. 
Continued from page 160. 

th* acknowledged principles of public law, and 
to the practice of all civilised nations, particularly 
of Great Britain and the United State*. It U not 
founded on reciprocity. It U unnecessary for the 
attainment of the object which it proteases to hate 
in view. No maxim of public law lias hitherto 
been more tfnivenally established among the Pow- 
ers of Europe possessing territories in America, and 
there is none to which Great ftfitata has mom 
uniformly end Inflexibly .adhered, than that of sof- 
fering no interposition of a foreign power in the 
relations between the acknowledged Sovereign of the 
territory, and the Indians situated upon It. With- 
out tbe admission of this principle, there would -bo 
no intelligible meaning attached to stipulations 
Wijl at some future time see the necessity 1 estafcliahing Juundaries .between the dominieus ia 
*f this humane aiteratieB; that they Will J America of wilised jutioat fauceting teaitaaeo 
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fababited by tnton tribes. Whatever may be 
tkerfhrtioas of Indian* to tlie nation in whose ter- 
rfttry they are thai acknowledged to reside, tlrey 
cutset be considered u an independent power by 
the natron which has made such acknowledgement. 
That the territory of which Great Britain now 
wishes to dispose is within the dominions of the 
United States, was solemnly acknowledged by her- 
self, m the Treaty of Peace of 1785, which es- 
tablished their boundaries, and by which she re- 
haqebaed all claims to the government, proprietory 
and territorial rights, within those boundaries. 
No condition respecting the Indians residing therein 
was iastrted in that Treaty. No ati pnlatiot, similar 
ro4tat now proposed is to be found in any treaty 
rascfe by Great Britain, or within the knowledge 
of the undesigned by any other nation. The In- 
dian tribes for which Great Britain propose now 
* to stipulate, have themselves acknowledged this 
principle. By the Greuville Treaty of 1795, to 
vbkh the British Plenipotentiaries hate alluded, 
it is etpressly stipulated, and the condition has been 
confirmed by every subsequent Treaty, so late as 
the year 1C10 — " That the ludiau tribes shall 
joictly enjoy their lands, hunting, planting, and 
dwellings thereon, so long as they please, without 
soy molestation from the United States ; but that 
when those tribes, or any of them, shall be disposed 
to sell their lands, t,hey are to be seld only to the 
United States: that until such sale, the United 
States will protect all the said Indian tribes in the 
oeiet enjoyment of their lands against all citizen* 
of the United States, and against all other white 
persons who intrude on the same ; and that the 
laid Indian tribes again acknowledge 'themselves 
to be under tlie protection of the said United 
States, and of no other power whatever." That 
there is no reciprocity iu the proposed stipulation 
is evident. In prohibiting Great Britain and the 
United States irons paVchasing lands within a part 
of the dominions of the latter power, while it pro- 
fesses to take from Great Britain a privilege which 
she had not, it actually deprives the United States 
of a right exclusively belonging to them. The 
proposition is also utterly unnecessary for the pur- 
pose of obtaining a pacification for the Indians re- 
siding within the territories of the United States. 
The undersigned have already bad the honour of 
Informing the British Plenipotentiaries that, under 
the system of liberal policy adopted by the United 
States 'in their relations with the Indians within 
their territories, an uninterrupted peace had. sub- 
sisted from the year 1795* not olily between lite 
United States and all those tribes, but also among!' 
those tribes themselves, for a longer period of time 
than ever had been known since. the first settlement 
of North America. Against those Indians the 
Ijlaited States hare neither interest .nor iaclwaiioa 



to continue the war. They have nothing to ask 
of I hem but peace. Commissioners on their part 
have been appointed to conclude it, and an armrs- , 
tice was actually made last Autumn with most ©t 
thosauribes. The British Government may again 
have induced some of them to take their side in the 
war, but peace with them will necessarily rUlow 
immediately a peace with Great Britain. To a pro* 
visHHial articles'! milar to what has been stipulated in • 
some former treaties, engaging that each 'party 
will treat for the Indians within its territories,; 
include litem in the peace, and use its best endea- 
vours to prevent them from communing hostilities 
against the citizens or subjects of the other party, 
the undersigned roigltt assent, and rely on the 
approbation and ratification of their Government. 
They, would also, for the pmpose of securing the 
duration- of peace, and la prevent collisions which 
might interrupt it, propose a stipulation winch 
should precJuda the subjects or . citizen? of each 
nation respectively, from trading with the Indians 
residing in the 1 territory of the other. But to 
surrender both the rights of sovereignty and of toit 
over nearly one-third of the territorial dominions, 
of the United States to a number of Indians not 
probably exceeding 20,00<Vlbe undersigned arc , 
so far from being instructed or k authorized, thaf 
they assure the British Commissioners, that auy • 
arrangement for that purpose would be instanra* 
neously rejected by their Government. Not only 
Iras this extraordinary demand been made a/iine 
qum won, to be admitted without a discussion, 
and as a preliminary basts, but it is accompanied 
by others equally inadmissible, which the pr&sjl . 7 
Plenipotentiaries state to be so connected with 
it, that they may reasonably influence the decision 
of the undersigned upon it, yet leaving thfcm un- 
informed how far these other demands may also be 
insisted on as indfapenstble conditions of a peace. 
As little are the undei signed instructed or empowered 
to accede to the propositions of the British Govern- 
ment, in relation to the military occupation of the 
Western Lakes. If they have found the proposed 
interference of Great Britain iu the concerns of 
.Indians residing within the United States utterly 
incompatible with any established maxim of public, 
law, they are no less at a loss to discover by what 
rule of perfect reciprocity the United States can 
be required to renounce tbeir equal right of main- , 
turning a naval force uport* those Lakes, and of 
■fortifying their own shores, while Great Britain 
reserves excfusTvely the corresponding rights, to her- 
self.. That in point of military preparation Great 
Britain, in her powsshms in North America, ever 
has been in a condition to be termed, with propriety* 
the weaker power, in comparison with the United 
Stains, the undersigned believe to be incorrect 
in point of fact. In regard to the fortification uS 
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the shores, and to the forces actually kept on fool 
upon those frontiers, they believe the stiperiority 
to liavc always beeu on the side of Great Britain, 
l( by llie proposal to disrhanlle the forts upon 
her shore*, strike h»r ever Iter military flag upon 
her lakes, find lay Her whole frontier defenceless 
in (he presence of her armed and Inn i tied neigh- 
bour, had proceeded not Koin Great Uritain to the 
United States, but from the Uuited Stales to Or? at 
Britain, the undersigned rutiy snlely appeul to the 
bosoms of his Britaunic Majesty's Plenipotentiaries 
lor the leelings with which, not only in scgard to the 
interests, but the honour of their nation, they would 
have received such a proposal. What would 
Great Britain luTM.lt' say, it. in n-latiou to another 
frontier, whore she has lUe acknowledged supe- 
riority oi strength, it were proposed that she should 
bo reduced to a condition even of equality with 
the United Suite*. The undersigned luither per- 
ceive, that under the alledged puipose of opening 
a direct communication beuveeu two ot the British 
provinces iu America, the British Government re- 
quire a cession of territory forming a part of one 
of the States of, the American Union, and that 
they propose, without purpose specifically alledgcd, 
to draw the boundary-line westward, not from 
the Lake of the Woods, as at now is, but from 
Lake Superior. It must be perfectly immaterial 
to the United States, whether 4 he object of the Bri- 
tish Government, iu demanding the dismember- 
ment of the United States is to acquire territory, 
as such, or for purposes less liable, in the eyea.of 
tho world, to be ascribed to the dew re of aggran- 
disement. Whatever the motive may be, 
and with whatever consistency views of conquest 
may be disclaimed while demanding for lierself, 
or for the Indians, u cession of territory more exten- 
sive than the whole island of Great Britain, the 
duty marked out for the undersigned is the same. 
They have no authority to cede any part of the ter- 



ritory of the United Stales, and to no st'pnlation 1 
to that effect will they subscribe. The conditions 
proposed by Great Britain have no relation to the 
subsisting differences between the two countries: 
they are inconsistent with acknowledged principles 
cf public law : they are founded neither on recipro- 
. city nor on any of the usual bases of negotiation, 
neiihe'r on that of the uti pouidetu, or the status oNte 
helium: they would inflict the most vital injury on the 
United States, by dismembering the territory, by 
arresting their natural growth and increase of po- 
pulation, aud by leaving their northern and western 
frontier equally etposed to British invasion arid to 
Indian aggression : they are above all dishonourable 
to the United States, in demanding from them to 



abandon territory and a portion of their Citizens, In 
admit a foreign interference iu their domestic con- 
cern*, aud to cease to exercise their natural rights- 
on their own shores and iu their own water*.— ♦. 
A treaty concluded on such terms would ue but an 
armistice, it camrot be supposed that America 
woui i long submit to coutlitious so injurious aud 
degraUnrg. it is impossible, in the natural course of 
events, lual aire should not, at the first Uvowrabie op* 
portuuiiy, recur to arms lor the recovery ot her terri- 
Ury,ol tier rights, ot her honour. Instead oi settling 
existing differences; such a peace would only create 
new causes of war, sow the seeds of a permanent 
haired, aud laytiie foundation ot ItustilHtrs for an in- 
definite p riotl. Essentially pacitt Iroirt iter political 
inslitutiups, from the habits of her ciiTzffns, from 
her phys.cal situation, America reluctantly engaged 
in the war. She wishes for peace; but she wtslics for 
it upon those terms of reciprocity, honourable to 
both countries, which can alone render it permanent*' 
The causes of the war between the United States 
and Great Britain having disappeared by the ma-- 
ritiine pacification of Europe, the government of the 
Uuited States does not desire to continue it, in de- 
fence ofubdtract principles which have, for the pre- 
sent, ceased to have any practical effect. The tntder- 
signed have been accordingly instructed to agree to' 
its termination, both parties restoring whatever terl 
ritory they may have taken, and' both reserving aH 
their rights, hi relation to their respective seamen. 
To make the peace between the two nations solid 
aud permanent, the undersigned were also instruct* 
ed and have been prepared lo enter into the ami- 
cable discussion of alt those points on which differ- 
ences or uncertainty had existed, and which might 
hereafter tend in any* degree whatever to interrupt 
the harmony of the two countries, without, however 
making the Conclu ion of the peace at all depend 
opou a successful result of the discussion. It is, with 
deep regret, that the undersigned have seen that 



other views axe entertained by the British Govern- 
ment, and that new aud , unexpected pretensions 
are raised, which, if persisted in, must oppose an 
insuperable obstacle to a pacification. It is not ne- 
cessary to refer such demands to the Atsericau Go- 
vernment tor its instruction j they will only bo a fit 
subject of deliberation, when it becomes necessary 
to decide upon the expediency of an absoiate sur- 
render of National Independence. The undersigned 
request the British Plenipotentiaries to accept the 
assurance of their high consideration. John Qu in- 
ch' Adams, James A. Bayard, Jonathan Ktra- 
skll, H. Clay, A. Gallatin. 

(To be continued.) 
-i— , * .■■■■ ». 
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SIERRA LEONE. 



Several years ago I endeavoured to 
draw the attention of the public to the 
proceedings of the Sierra Leone Compa- 
ny, of which Mr. Wilbf.rforce was 
the protector, patron, and chief. — I en- 
deavoured, hut in vain, to make the pub- 
lic perceive^ that the whole thing was a 
deception, originating in lolly, or in a .de- 
sire to gain popularity. I have now be- 
fore me a pamphlet, written by Mr. 
Thorpe, Chief JuHice of the Colony, 
which proves, in tlie clearest manner, 
that my opinion of this thing was per- 
fectly correct The author, in the form 
of a Letter, addresses himself to Mr. 
Wilber force; and from this Letter 
I shall make two extracts, which 1 dare 
say, will he sufficient to convince the 
reader, that this specious project has 
wholly failed in its pretended object, 
and that it was very foolish, to say the 
least of it, to squander the public money 
on such an undertaking. 

Fbr$t Extract. 

" The mbounded benevolence and un- 
" paralleled pbilanthrophy attributed to 
" you,l am confident will induce you toex- 
" cuse this hasty and unornamented epis- 
" tie ; but my continuance in England 
" being very uucertain, 1 am impelled 
"precipitately to commit myself to you 
" and to the public. — You have been for 
" above twenty years considered the pa- 
" tron of Sierra Leone, and you are de- 
" signated the * Father of the* Abolition/ 
• The effect of my exertions for that co- 
" lony, and the spirit of my decisions in 
" support of the abolition, I hope will 
" prove, that I have been as sincere a 
" friend to the one, and practically as 
" beneficial a promoter of the other, as 
"any unassuming individual. Thus 
" embarked, 1 should consider it a dere- 
" action of principle, and a proof of in- 
" sensibility, to neglect exerting myself 
"at all times in this great cause; but 
" the calamitous accounts I have recent- 
" ly received from Sierra Leone, and the 



" awefully pending state of the abolition* 
" imperiously demand from me some e£ 
" fort at this moment Private exertion 
" I have exhausted ; from high authority 
" I am personally excluded; therefore to 
" public appeal I am driven. It is thte 
" only means by which I can fulfil my 
" duty to the King, my attention to the 
" colony, over which I judicially preside; 
" and manifest my seal for the civtiiza- 
" tkm of Africa, and the abolition of the 
" slave trade. — I shall commence with a 
" review of what has been done from the 
" establishment of the Sierra Leone Com- 
" pany; # whose avowed objects were to 
" ' encourage trade with the west coast 
" ' of Africa ; to promote cultivation, ad- 
" * vance civilisation, diffuse morality, 
" * and induce tome attention to a pure 
" c system of religion in Africa;' as abrt, 
" ' not to suffer their servants to have the 
" * slightest connection with the slave 
" * trade ; neither to buy, sell, or employ 
" * any one in a state of slavery ; and to 
" * repress the traffic as far as their infta- 
" * ence would extend/ This was a wise 
" and truly beneficent plan, promising 
" wealth to England, and happiness to 
" Africa; but I have enquired, and found 
" that no part of it was ever carried itito 
" effect — The Company obtained, in a 
" very short time, a superabundance of 
"land, finely situated, and well circum 
" stanced, on the Sierra Leone river,t in 
" exchange for a few insignificant article* 
" of merchandise; they collected together 
" from London, Halifax, and Jamaica, 
" near two thousand settlers at very little 
" expense; they had zealous and affluent 
" supporters in England ; they had un- 
" prejudiced and tractable (though un- 
" enlightened) natives to negotiate with; 
" and they had near two hundred and 
(< fifty thousand pounds capital ; yet 

* Vide their Report for 1794, printed by Pbfflp* 
George-yird, Lombard-street 

t Falconbridge'i Acconnt, 179t; tho the Agree* 
mrat with King Naimbtne and the Company. 

«bigh :edby ( 
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« the; my quickly made the natives 
u suspicious, the settlers discontented/ 
*' their best servants were obliged to seek 
" establishments under the native chiefs,* 
u and although they had a monopoly of 
•• the trade, and their will was the regu- 
u hrtion of profit, they sunk almost to 
u bankruptcy, from causts enveloped in 
** mystery, and applied to Government 
" for support and protection.! To the 
'•Nova Scotia settlers they promised 
*' land fir cultivation; twenty acres for 
" each man ;§ ten for his wife ; and five 
* fer each child ; but this promise they 
" never fulfilled: H no man was allowed 
44 above a fifth of the land to which he 
" was entitled ; and implements to culti- 
44 vate even such a portion, were difficult 
44 to find, and too expensive to procure. 
"The settlers could not raise in the co- 
44 loav even rice and yams for subsistence; 
94 their very existence depended on a sup- 
44 ply from the neighbouring rivers. Had 
" land been granted at the commence- 
4t neat to the settlers as promised ; had 
" they been enabled to cultivate and 
" raise provisions for consumption and 
" barter, they would soon have render- 
*' ed themselves independent of, and less 
44 profitable « to the Company ; whose 
" storekeeper purchased provisions from 
44 the natives, paid for them in nierchan- 
" d'ue,T and sold them to the settlers ; 
" this might have produced little profit, 
" but it secured great control. Even the 
44 plants indigenous to the soil remained 
"uncultivated. Cotton, coffee, indigo, 
44 tobacco, &c. &c were conspicuous ; 
44 but it was in all the wildncss of nature. 
44 Such were their efforts to promote cul- 
44 tivatioa. — In civilization they proceed- 

* ed so far as to said two persons to 
44 Teembo,** (a few days walk from Sier- 
44 ra Leone) and educated half a dozen 
" African boys in England sufficiently for 
"ommoB clerkships in the colony. — 

* As to religion and morality, they had a 
44 Church of England clergyman for a 



• Appendix, tfo.L 

t Some of tttem returned to the colony after the 
Abolition act patted, and reside there at present. 
X Vide Parliamentary grants. 
f lieutenant <CIa&son,who signed tlie agreement. 
| Setters ronwnitrtlad in vain, 4b*a ensued an 

JHffllTCI*lMf . 

«J F*iaonbridge*s Account, p, 189; 
** Vide Cuajwny's BepotU 



" few months,* and a missionary for a 
" few years; but they had Methodist 
" teachers and preachers in abundance { 
" the benefits derived from their precepts 
" may be imagined, from the missionary 
" assuring me on his leaving the colony 
44 in 1012, relinquishing his house and 
" 3501. per annum, ' that he could do no 
" ' good there, as the inhabitants were 
" 'too far suuk in sin aud immorality; 
44 'that he would remove to the Roolhun 
c< ' shore, try new ground, and endeavour 
" * to instruct the natives, improve their 
" ' condition in this life, and prepare 
" ' them with a knowledge of, and con-» 
" 4 duct for, the world to come.' Lastly, 
" their servants constantly purchased the 
44 natives, t worked them themselves with- 
" out pay, arid hired them to others for 
" pay ; suffered slaves to be brought in 
" and taken out of the colony ; allowed 
" them to be seized and delivered to their 
" masters when they sought protection i 
44 permitted their storekeeper to supply 
44 the slave factories, J slave ships, and to 
" feed the trade in every possible way. 
44 Even iif Mr. Ludlam's last admini»tra- 
" tion of the government, two cargoes 
44 of slaves, taken from the Americans, 
44 were publicly so|d at twenty dolhirs a 
" head.§ So much for (lieir efforts to 
44 repress the slave trade, of which they 
" had professed such an abhorrence, 
" and which the act of parliament for 
" incorporating the company forbade 
44 them to pursue. Is it possible the di- 
44 rectors did not know, hear, or believe, 
•' this, or any part of it? Ifdisappro* 
44 bation had attached to such conduct, 
" is it probable they would continue iu 
44 their confidence, after they had beard 
" of it, the persons who managed their 
"concerns? Or did they imagine by 
44 trumpeting their abhorrence of thiV 
" diabolical tfatfic, fulminating against 
" every perion implicated in it, and bla- 
" zoning the virtues of those who seemed 
''anxious to exterminate it, -that tbey 
" would prevent those transactions from 
"being divulged; or if -revealed, that 

• Falcoobridge's Account. 

t Given in evidence, on oath, before Governor 
Thompson aud Qh'iti' Justice Thorpe. 

t Abundance of proof of this in thccolonj. 

$ Documents to prove this nay be found in tha\ 
High Court of Admiralty, as transmitted by Gere*. 
uor Tkjmpson, ia 1909-& 
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*• they could indnce this nation to dis- 
credit auy authority that mi<?ht d^re 
"to give 1hem utterance? The Omni- 
*' scient will know and judge; impotent 
" humanity may conjecture ! After six- 
"teen years experiment, trade having 
** failed ; cultivation being retarded; ci- 
€< vilization unattemptcd; religion and 
'■* morality debased; wad the slave trade 
** nourished ; every plan defeated, every 
* 4 artifice exposed ; ihe Company, desir- 
41 ous of relieving themselves from the 
4t enormous expense, prevailed on Go- 
*' vernment to accept a surrender of the 
44 colony,* and formed (to uphold their 
44 old influence) a society called the Afri- 
44 can Institution : havtug taken leave of 
" the expense, they demanded to.be paid 
* for their buildings, and did accordingly 
*' receive a large sum from the treasury, t 
44 although they had before obtaiued (by 
44 pleading poverty) one hundred thou- 
44 sand pounds from Government for the 
4t improvement of the colouy : their books 
41 and agents were removed ; white many 
44 of the poor settlers who had toiled for 
44 them for years were left unpaid. iThe 
44 case xtf some of these old, irapoverish- 
44 ed, and destitute people, I represented 
44 before the chairman of the 'Sierra Le- 
44 one Company, in a committee of the 
44 Africau Institution; but no redress was 
44 offered : I simply requested that all 
44 their demands might be referred to 
44 arbitration in the colony ; and even this 
44 was not complied with/' 
Second Extract 
M I b*re now, Sir, arrivedat the time for 
44 addressing you as theFathcroftheAbo- 
44 lilicn. I presume, by accepting tiie ap- 
" pellation, you hold yourself thereto en ti- 
44 tied; jet, * 'ti* passing strange; for 
41 Mr. Clarkson, (whose active humanity, 
4t indefatigable industry, in the cause of 
" abolition, ean -never be sufficiently ap- 
" predated or applauded,) was certainly 
engaged in this great -cause near twen- 
ty ^years i>eforc he ^enlisted you under 
his banners. The invaluable and ever 
to be regretted Mr. Granville 'Sharp*, 
wasjieaHy fifteen years in the cause of 
injured Africa, before you joined his 
amiable band of^piiilanthropitts^Many 
other ^worthy personages, 'whom Mr. 
Cfaaksoifs History records, ^vere enga- 



49 Trcnsfaiedlstftiram.lSaft, 
t¥M ... 



ged with him near ten year* befa* 
your accession; yet you are now btu} 
up to this enlightened -a »e, *and wautpl 
be handed down to -posterity, <as*b* 
parent that generated the -abolition *ot 
slavery, emancipated, enlightened, tul- 
tivated, and civilized Africa ! Be it as 
it .may : I have examined already the 
means adopted to effect some of those 
praise-worthy objects, and how far 
they havo succeeded ; now I shall pro- 
ceed to shew, how little your theory 
extended to pure .abolition, and that, 
practically, you have not been in tbft 
slightest degree successful. ThatyoB 
trojI laudably assisted, Sir * William ^ f * 
Dofjft'm, and others, in procuring Bills isOi-v* 
to be passed for meliorating the condi- 
tion of slaves in their Transatlantic 
passage, I 'delight in acknowledging; 
but when' I behold you for near twen- 
ty years professedly struggling with tin? 
.great and all-commanding minister of 
this country ; whose administration of 
this government you admired, -and to 
whose private friendship you were de- 
voted ; it U wonderful this benevolent 
measure was not carried. You knew 
Mr. Pitt was .all powerful -with his par- 
ty, and the" sole director of his admi- 
nistration -? you had a commanding, 
connected phalanx of friends in Par- 
liament ; and on this occasion, -you bad 
the people's support, raid the ft nest feel- 
ings of the nation lo gratify ; yet for 
twenty years you Jld Jiot carry Am 
Bill ; though you apparently .acted with 
such a commanding associate. It ia 
evident you never did make it &" sine 
qua uon" of the continuance of yanr 
support of Mr. Pitt's Admuiistiatiom 
the speaking on it, for it, .and about 4*^ 
was 4 *ad captaudum vulgus:" it served 
to uphold the pendulum in its vaeli- 
lancy between the minister and Ihepeo- 
ple. But what is still snore wonderful* 
amew Administration was formed, to 
the members of which you *were l^ft 
the .devoted friend ; .of whose -measure* 
you were not*n ;unsbaicen ^dmbrec; 
ivho^vere not in themselves all xon> 
manding in Parliament ; yet by thM9 
very men without Aesitatk.n/or deie^ 
this Bill was carried an .both Lords 
and £omnrons. Did you .ever tell JVJfc 
Foxr-^ -Lords .Grejand Gxenville, 
that the justice, policy, -and brongnity 
of tbe ^abolition were so impressed oa 
joq* iCDWiction, ilatt jfoa rgflfrl ^t 
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" coMcfentkwly support any ministers, | " substitute for the slave trade, appears 
•* that would not assist you* in carrying " evidently to have been a premeditated 



«' it into effect? The whole tenour of your 

" language on the subject would have 

" prompted and justified this demand; 

" but you did no such thing ; the inte- 

•' grity, the humanity, and the consistent 

" cy of these distinguished statesmen, in- 

•' dooed them to give their whole un- 

•* bribed, and voluntary assistance, in 

" accomplishing this great work. The I 

" Bill was evidently carried by their ex- I 

" ertions ; and cannot be attributed either 

" to your perseverance or benevolence. 

" — Allow me to look at the Abolition 

" Act minutely, which I hope will not 

" appear to.be an offspring oflAour's, 

" though the features rather proclaim 

<< the parent ; for you avow it is not sla- 

** very, but the Slave Trade, you disKke. 

«« In your Letter to Prince Talleyrand, 

«• you say, ' The abolitionists took all 

«« ' opportunitiesof proclaiming that it was 

«« 'the Slave Trade, not slavery, against 

" 'which they were directing their efforts.' 

«« The Abolition Act upholds the same 

" principle ; but it did not express the 

" true uncontaminated principle, nor the 

"fine feeling of this magnanimous coun* 

" try.— By tj*c seventh section of the 

4t Act, ' slaves taken as prizes or forfeit- 

" «' ' ures, may be enlisted for the land or 

" ' sea service; or may be bound as ap- 

«' ' prentices, whether of full age or not, 

«? 'for a term of fourteen >ears;' and by 

<' sections 16th and 17th, it is laid down, 

«' ' that when the term of apprenticeship 

" • has expired, they may be apprenticed 

" ' anew ; and the service of a negro sol- 

" dier is directed to be for life ;' so that 

" here is involuntary servitude for life es- 

" tablisbed by an Act of Parliament pur- 

" porting to abolish slavery. The sol- 

" dier may endure some sea sickness in 

" crossing the Atlantic, 1 suppose, bc- 

" cause he receives some compensation; 

' " but here is a permanent, sedentary sht- 

" very for life, under the name of ap- 

' •' prcntice^hip, without any couijKiisu- 

" tion, established by this liberating Act 

€t of our Legislature:* and the scat of this 

" new slavery is in Free-town, in the co- 

" " lony founded by the most benevolent 

" men, on the most libera) plan: exalted 

' " as the freest snot on earth, to enlighten 

* " benighted Africa; and displayed to 

" the world as the finest example of Bri- 

«' tish liberty, and British philanthrophy I 

' " But with sorrow I must declare, this 



plan, well laid before the Act passed, 
" from the interesting letter which your 
" worthy Secretary, Mr. Macaulav, wrote 
" to Governor Ludlam, dated London, 
" 7th of May, 1807*. — ' You somewhat 
" ' misconceive (says he) our ideas in this 
" ' country ou the subject of African sla- 
" ' very.W bile the slave trade lasted,! cer- 
" * tainly was averse to giving any direct 
" * encouragement to the purchasing of 
" ' slaves, with a view to the benefit of 
" ' their labor for a certain given period ; 
" ' but I always looked forward to the 
" ' event of the abolition, as removing 
" * many objections to that system.' — 
" Thus the Abolition act is to give us 
" slaves without purchase, by seizing 
"them from our allies; and then the 
" fVamers of this magical act (which is to 
" free and enslave at the same moment), 
" acknowledge, that they look forward to 
" its remo\iiig many objections to our 
" purchasing Africans, for the same 
" avowed and specific purpose ourselves I 
r ' As I view and consider this whole 
" plan, the act, the promoters, and the 
" manner in which it has been en- 
" forced, 4 am scarcely able to suppress 
i# the language that would express my 
" sensations ; however, I must repeat 
" what he says : ' You somewhat mis- 
" ' conceive our ideas in this country, on 
" ' the subject of African slavery/ This 
" is, we are the most abominable hypo* 
"critcs on earth; proclaiming to the 
" world, tliat fr«;tn the finest feelings of 
"justice and humanity, we are abo- 
" lishing the slave trade; \ct, in the. 
" most surreptitious mauner, we are dc- 
" tennined to pursue it vigorously, and 
" raise all tropical producer by slaves, 
" not in the \\ est Indies, but in Africa. — 
" The West Indian planters and mer* 
" chants suffered, and complained long 
" since ;-but when they perceive the au- 
" thors of their calamity planning to ob- 
" tain plantations without purchase, la- 
" bourers without expense, territory from 
" the Gambia to Angola, and a monopoly 
" of the exports and imports, I fear they 
" will consider this an attempt at their 
" inevitable ruin. The army having 



• To be found with tht others, as before directed, 
t Pant fur boiling sugar were long :>ingc seat to- 
Sena Leo&g. 
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taken near three thousand of tht finest 
slaves, may have retarded the benefit 
of this plan : but though slow, it will 
be sure. A peace will leave the cap- 
tured negroes without diminution, or 
competition. The Brazil and Havan- 
nah produce will throw the West In- 
dia planters out of the foreign market ; 
and here will be an effort to undersell 
them in the home market. But this is 
too large a field for me ; I shall only re- 
mark, that Prince Talleyrand, many 
years past, explained the advantages 
that would arise to France, by culti. 
vatiug colonial produce in Africa; 
though he did not recommend the 
confiscation of property, that by a fic- 
tion might be turned to the very use 
which caused it to be confiscated. — Sir, 
I lament being obliged to speak of my- 
self; but our relative situations with 
respect to the slave trade and Sierra 
Leone, being the cause of this public 
address to you, it is necessary to shew 
what we liave done, what benefit has 
arisen, and then to p6int out the best 
mode my humble efforts can devise, 
for insuring a secure, perfect, and uni- 
versal abolition, by which Africa may 
be raised from its degraded and be- 
sotted state, to its natural elevation 
in the civilized world. — It is evident 
that the objects you had in founding 
the colony of Sierra Leone, have com- 
pletely foiled. The dissipation of your 
funds proved the injudiciousness of 
jour trade ; cultivation and civilization 
were not attempted. The native chiefs* 
considered your servapts as faithless 
and perfidious, your colony was a wil- 
derness, your settlers poor aqd dissa- 
tisfied, and the slave trade nurtured, 
until Mr Thompson arrived as gover- 
nor.t The abolition act has transferred 



* Four roost extraordinary letters in Arabic from 
those cbutU to oar mitt rmAly beloved Sovereign, 
tsUhtisltiug this, and denominating the persons, 
are now in London, and trantlaied. 

t The true slate of Sierm Leone, in 1808, will be 
clearly seen from dpcaraents sent to the High Court 
of Admiralty by -Governor Thqujpson; from hit 
correspondence with Lord Chstlcreagh (then Secre- 
tary of Slate* for the Colonic*); from die Proles 
•f the Governor and Council against the Abolition 
Act; and (he system of apprenticeship, trausmiteu 
for the pri?y Council ; and lastly, from Governor 
Thompson'., memorial to t|*e Treasury in 1643* 



' ' the slave trade from England to Portugal 
" and Spain ; it has thrown our colonies 
" back, and advanced the Brants and Ha- 
" vannah more in six years, than thirty 
" had done before. Do not let it be 
" supposed, that I would have had the 
" sin and degradation of the slave trade 
" continue to be attached to England : 
" when justice immolates wealth on the 
"altar of humanity, it is an offering 
" grateful to her benevolent spirit; but 
"this Act has scarcely diminished the 
" number of slaves carried from the coast ; 
" the Portugal and Spanish trade has sa 
" wonderfully increased, that the dlf- 
" ference is insignificant since ours was 
" abolished, and what is worse, it has 
" augmented the negroes' sufferings in 
" the transatlantic passage : the frazil 
" ships arc not only filled most unmer- 
" cifully, but the Spaniards (id general) 
" from the Havannah, fearful of pur 
" cruisers, come without irons, and there- 
" fore,for security, stow those unoffending 
" beings into the hold, like lumps of Cam 
•' wood; ^ never opening the hatchways 
" more than once a day, to convey food 
" in, aqd drag the dead out It is thus 
'< literally a feet, that securing them with 
" irons, was mercy compared to c»mmit- 
" ting them to suffocation, by confipc- 
" mentin the hold of their vessels; from 
" whence they cannot emerge to fresh 
" air, until tliey arrive at their final desti- 
€i nation. I do not conceive we are even 
" redeemed from the sin of this trade. 
" Africa, and the Abolition cause, can* 
" not derive any advantage by our not 
" carrying the slaves to the West Indies, 
" to make soldiers of them there, if we 
" make soldiers of them in Africa, and 
" then transport them to the West In- 
44 dies ; not can our buying slaves in 
" Africa, and selling them in the West 
" Indies ; or seizing them in Africa, and 
" employing them there, under the name 
" of apprentices, on the same labour for 
" We without pay or reward, benefit 
" Africa, or promote abolition. Certain* 
" ly fewer negroes may be enslaved by 
" us in this way than formerly ;Kut J 
" think if a person purchases a slave, 
" and does not expect a constant supply; 
" he will be more likely to treat his slave 
" leniently, than the person who obtain* 
" ed him for ^nothing, and mayexpect a 
" supply on the same terms. The num* 
" ber mi|ht be diminished, but the exu- 
'« elty will be increased. * ^. 
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Xnw. tmAer i« it any wonder, that 
U in question our* 
s* we make about 
lave Trade? And, 

to run the risk oi 
Co make other na- 
y, it will be asked, 
en able to induce 
? But, l be ground 
es but too plain, 
thor say* that the 
tish< colonic*, hdve 
wperity ever since 
rery true; that we 
I that we can have 
justification of our 
the a flairs of other 
: a sorry figure, to- 
uch about our hu- 

doing what is rer 
let. — In. short, our 
in, and the confer 

w$ shall not suc T 



PROPERTY TAX AND FINANCE. 

The 1 Parliament' have met, arid the 
fflranrelfor of the Exchequer tells us, 
that the Property Tax \s.not to h$ revived 
or? contjnticd ; but, we ore given to un- 
derstand^ that other 'faxes 'are to be imv 
posed in its stca\L The Property Tax 
prod w?eV fourteen millions aiiiiually. The 
revenue cannot be reduced at all/ unless 
the army be.whqlfy disbanded* or uuless 
the' fundaoldcfs be, ruined t or unless 

jl-, j- ' in tl nue f pe'&adt; and 

fHces continue Jew: 

other* taxes to be raised ? 
mblfng the qsscmd* taxes. 
v t of qoublingMfcc rate; 
not add ta„ but will di- 
% eifU ' These taxes Have 
y th£ high prices, Wii li- 
ar, to- them; one half if the 
ydowirsome of the taxed 
if the rate be doubled,, or 
augmented* in; any considerable degree, 
one half of ther articles will", be laid 
^owjBr Not only will people lay dotvn 
cfcrriag^anoV horses, and shut up win- 
dows to flieet the addition ; but many 
will go flirt her. If the v ence overcome 
tkeirrelncta-nceto lay down their coaches 
wd gigs, they will go the whote length, 
#nd wove ai)out owfoot a tome. 1 know 
m'MBLuft&^who will do thb, and air. 
*ber. If any addition 




be made to my assessed taxes, away g*» 
ALL the ^/(tfsirre part^of my establish* 
ment. I shall keep' one good horse to> 
carry a person expeditiously in case of 
need, and about Jive or six dogs ; a*ti 
that hhall be all. These are necessaries 
of life; apd t$R}sc.only- wil) 1 keep, if on* 
penny of additional expencc be put upon 
me, in assessed taxes, in that of lan(% 
malt, salt, swap, candles, leather sngaT^ 
or tea ; and I will shut up windows, leav- 
ing myself o$iiy just hght enough to en- 
able me to move about the house without 
hitting my htad against the door posts. 
In this way, I shall he able to make up 
frrwhat f shall b* compelled to pay in 
the taxes on thener varies of life.- An$ * 
will not this be done by others f The 
Tax Office will see what is going to take 
place by the Notices that they will re- 
ceive within this month. The remedy- 
is, therefore, as I said before, to disband 
the whole oJ\ the qrmif ; pay the officers 
their just due in kjalf-pay ; reduce the 
navy to the state of 17&8i when Franc^. 
and Spain, and Holland and Denmark' 
had'' fleets; reduce the Civil List to in- 
state of 178U ; reduce all salaries in pro- 
portion ;. cut off all pcn,$inus granted dur- 
ing pleasure : dispose of that public pro- 
perly 'which is called crown laad ; curtail 
the expenc$s in every department; let 
the fundholders see, that there are solid 
taxes to meet the interest due to them r 
then cease to raise money on account ov 
the Sinking Fund ; and we shall be able 
to go on without leans and without corr^ 
bills. And why should- not this re- 
medy be^ adopted? What do vie waiit 
with an army constantly- on foot? Our 
ancestors lived very safely, many hun- 
dreds, of 'years without « standing army^ 
in time of peace. tV'e are at peace now 
with all the world. What, then, do we 
want with an army ? And, if we are to 
keep up these great military and naval' 
establishments we have really lost by the 
overthrow of Napoleon and the conse- 
quent peace-, because,. we have aU, the 
expenses without the profits of war/ 



CORN BILL. No. III.. 
This mea^ur* has- been mentioned in 
the House of Lords, upon the- present- 
ing by Lord Hardwicke v of a Petition 
trom ther C+uaty of Cambridge*, in which* 
the Petitioners states that they are wholly 
unable to contend with the .growers of 
corn/ in countries where the faimers. pajp 
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no tythes, no poor-rates, and compara- 
tively very little in taxes of any sort, 



Weil said Cambridgeshire ! So* then, here 
ere " the loyal;" the old, loyal " Uman- 
" dry-Gavaldry ;" the gallant men, whose 
swords glittered like lightning, a few 
years ago, against the poor Jacobins, who 
were safe enough under the warrants of 
the Secretary of State; here are these 
" the loyal" par excellence, crying out, by 
a side wind, agaiust tythes, poor-rates, 
ar»! taxes of all sorts-; that is to say, 
ogainbt Ihc established church, *nd against 
the very existence of that system of 
sway, to uphold which they often pledged 
themselves to spend their " last shilling, 
and the last drop of their bloody What, 
(lien, would these men insinuate, that 
the French people are better off than we 
are ; that they have gained by that revo- 
lution which has been, so much abused ; 
that, in getting rid of tythes and taxes, 
they have really been, upon the whole, 
benefited ! Do they confess, that we 
are come out of the contest worsted? 
now does this agree with all the bon- 
fires, and bell-ringing, and ox-roasting, 
and Serpentine River, and Green Park 
rejoicings? What ! do they confess, after 
all, that we have tost by the 22 years 

struggle ? But tythes ; why do they 

name tythes, unless to ask for their aboli- 
tion ? Nay, unless to ask for the sending 
of the Bishops and Parsons to grass? If, 
now, any cne were to write against re- 
ligion, and to say, that it was useless, 
how these persons would grind their teeth 
lit him, and grin with delight at seeingiiim 
sent to starve and rot in a jail. How they 
would bellow forth Atheist, Blasphemer, 
. and all sorts of vile appellations. If any one 
were to ridicule the rites and ceremonies 
of marriage, baptism, churching of wo- 
men, confirmation, visitation of the sick, 
tjie Lord's supper, absolution, consecra- 
tion of church-yards, burial of the dead, 
how they would stare at him ; how they 
wonld rejoice to see him runted, and 
killed by inches. And yet, they aim a 
much more direct blow at all these things 
by insinuating, tfeat they cannot sell bread 
so cheap as they would be able to sell it, 
if the tythes, which support the Church, 

did not exist. W$ are upon the eve, 

I imagine, of some great diange in pub- 
lic matters. The war has left all its heavy 
load behind it, and has lost all its profits. 
To raise the means of supporting that 
Jfaui, the government must adon{ some 



measure to keep up prices. The farmer 
who grows 100 quarters of wheat can 
get on if the government demand 60 
quarters towards the payment of the 
debt expences, and the army, navy, and 
royal family and other things; but, if 
the government demand 90 quarters of 
it, the farmer cannot go on. And, it is 
quite useless to " Exchefucr Mm"; for, 
dreadful as the fulmination may be, it 
cannot make him pay that which be km 
not. — Let me make tins matter as dear 

as day-light. Farmer Gripeum pajs, 

in all sorts of taxss, direct and indirect, 
200 pounds a year to the government; 
He grows ftp quarters of w{**t. If bis 
wheat be 1^0 shilling* a quarter, the go- 
vernment demand about 32 quartcrsot it, 
but, if his wheat be 60 shillings a ^natter, 
the government demand about 64 qua/tars 
of it, which is 14 quarters mora than poor 
Gripeum grows, whp is obliged, there* 
fore, to sell cows, pigs, sheep, and every 
thing else before the year is out, to make 
up the deficiency, to .pay bis rent, labour, 
and to find him clothes. It is manifest, 
therefore, that Gripeum must be ruined 
if he cannot sell his wheat at a high price 
as. long as the demand of the government 
continues to be heavy. But, then, if he 
sells lus wheat dear, 'the bake? must sell 
his bread dear; so that it comes, at last 
to this: heavy taxes make dear bread : it 
is the loaf that is taxed, and the consul 

mer pays the tax, if it be resolved, 

that the taxes shall not be reduced, a Corn 
Bill must be made; for, withoat it the 
taxes cannot be collected. I, for, my part, 
expect to see wheat,, before next harvest, 
G/. a quarter ; and this ought to be no 
subject of complaint with those who axe 
for the army's, not being disbanded. They 
wish for the army to continue, and, real* 
I v, 1 am for no dispute with them about 
the matter, but, then, they cannot sup- 
pose, that our ministers, liberal as they 
are, can keep tip the army out of their 
own. pockets. 1 he. question is this: art 
you for a standing army, or Cheap Bread. 
— 'Both you' cannot have. There are no 
petitions against the former, and, there- 
fore, it vfouh) be unreasonable and unjust 
to expect the latter,— — It appears, that 
a county meeting in Kent has been, held 
for the purpose of petitioning /or a Com 
Bill.— The people (for the^ people ther 
are) overset the Meetings an 4 committed 
some violences. The Courier blames 
them ; but did not &is nan, last yea? 
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promulgate the very errors, upon which 
these people have acted? Now he has 
fotmd ouf, that the government cannot 
eolfect the taxes without a Corn Bill; 
and therefore, now he is/*r a Corn Bill! 
— There is one precious confession m this 
paper: It is as 'follows ; " The devision of 
"property in France, however disastrous 
m iis ultimate effects, ha* orated a far 
m greater and more universal tillage than 
* existed before the Revolution, " Pray, 
reader, martt well these words; and, pray 
cfo recollect; that this same man a thou- 
sand times told Us, and swore to the fact, 
that Bonaparte took away all the able 
meir, and left none but old men, women, 
*nd children to- till the land I But, 
the main fact is : France grows more food 
m consequence of her revolution; her 
bind is tilled better in consequence 
of her revolution: revolutions which 
put down aristocracy and priesthood 
produce cheap brea by causing 
more corn to be girOwn. This is what 
we are now told in the •* loyal" 
newspapers. I am gh\d, at any rate, 
if the measure is to be adopted, that 
sueh mem at Mr, Colce, Mr* Weston, 
*mj Mr. H*hitbread, mean to leave it 
*o* the GOVERNMENT. It is, as I 
frald fast year, their affair, and not the 
alfiur of the fanner* and landowners. 
Not w word Would I say, if 1 were 
Mr, Coke: not a rote would 1 give 4 , 
•for the measure. It is xr question which 
•lies* whoHV with the government the 
army, and the fundholders. If prices 
are very high, all these may yet be 
.supported ; if prices are not very high, 
they cannot. —Where now is the 'famous 
Old George Rose, •• the friend ej 
"the people l r Why does he not now 
-nunc forward? Wheat is dearer than 
it: was when he opposed the bill before. 
Where i* the worthy old man now? 
His creatures at Southampton, too, are 
tfwef a* mice, though they have felt 
*ucb benefit* front* the Alports of wheat^ 
man France. — It would provoke almost 
any tutm but ftitf to see himself robbed 
«9 1 am by these newspaper writers. 
All that they now say in the way of 
«r£u*aent to shew the necessity of high 
prices, v»a* said by me, last* year, in 
my address to the people of Southamp- 
ton* They have absolutely nothing 
new ; no, not a single thought, 1 9 in 
that one article, fn; niched them all wifh 
ii>c argument** thai they are now filling 



their columns with. But, they always 
Hvoid the point at the heart) They 
always avoid the exposition of this greaf 
fact: that high prices ere necessary to 
formers only because the taxes are high. 
They always avoid this point; this, 
thrust at the left side— I have »he\vrr 
before that all other exjiences keep pace 
with Ihe price of corn ; and that, as far 
as they go, cheap corn is as good as dear 
corn to the farmers. It is the taxes, 
the taxes, the taxes, the taxes, the taxes. 
They do not keep pace with the price* of 
corn. They fall upon cheap eorn with 
the same weight as upon dear corn* 
Soap, salt, leather, sugar, tea, candles^ 
tobacco, malt, land, horses, windows, 
houses, property, and many other things, 
are all taxed as heavily now as wLenl 
wheat was 40 1. a load of five quarters. 
It is not the farmer who wants a Corq 
Bill : it is the Government, that it may 
be able to get taxes. — I now wonder 
what the City of J^ondon will <\o % 
Consistency cab's imperiously on it far 
a petition against the threatened Bill - 
or, will it, too, like that fine, venerable 
old scientific )>tacernan, Mr. Hose, find 
out a reason- for not dutn.?, this year, 
what it did, under »imdar circum- 
stances, last year. 

The beloved Fep,dihand. 
Mr. Co UBK.TT— Since my last letter, 
I see by the public newspapers, thai 
Lord Pro by has made a motion in tin? 
House of Commons, for the names of 
all the English officers in the Spanish 
service, which he called, as it is reported 
in the Times newspaper, cdious. anil 
detestable. He spoke in terms of the; 
utmost indignation mi the subject, and* 
the whole house appeared to enter into his 
feelings. Mr. Vansittart, it U said in 
the same journal, named Generals 
Whining ham and Roche, as beiinj in the 
Spanish sen ice. Now this v*as by in> 
means tr^athn* these otficers with fair- 
ness. General Whittinglraw is at ihi* 
rtfoment in England, having resigned 
his employment ; General hoc be is oo 
the point of doing so ; only two* British 
officers remain at present in the service of 
Ferdinand, Sir John Douuie who/ is k. 
Brigadier <jeueral, ; 'and Col. Loylt of 
the ft7t]r. regiment, who is a Lieut. 
General. The rotte* has never bee* 
empfoytd in enqr #rvic* r l>ut that of ( |rji_ 
ling the Spanish recruit* at a depot *kkl» 
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fee has m the Isla De St. I eon, near 
Cadiz. He has for years resided there, 
and during all the various changes, he has 
still continued in his occupation, oi 
finding arms and clothing, from England 
fbr the Spanish forces ; in which arduous 
employment, report says, he has amassed 
a large fortune. Of* Sir John Dounit 
perhaps the following little history (of Hie 
authenticity of which you may rest assur- 
ed) may not be unacceptable. He p- messed 
early *in the peninsular witr, a very 
inferior appointment in the commissariat 
department, and gained a great deal of 
money, by sending home Merino sheep. 
Finding he had but little chance of 
promotion in the commissariat, he en- 
tered a volunteer into the Spanish service, 
at the time when the provincial junta, 
gladly gave any thing to all adventurers 
who offered. He proposed to the junta 
of Estremadura to raise a legion, w hich 
being of course accepted, Irn came to 
England, and succeeded in obtaining from 
the British Government, either ctothiug 
for them, or money to purchase it with* 
About this time, the French broke up 
from before Cadiz, and, in the month of 
July or August, 1812, he accompanied 
Colonel £kcrrctt, (who was unfortunately 
killed in the late affair at Bergen op-7oom) 
in his advance upon Seville, near which 
citv an engagement took place in which 
Colonel Doiinie was wounded. He then 
returned to England, and, as it is said, 
at the request of Lord Fife, the Prince 
Regent knighted him. On his return to 
Spain, the Cortes pave him the cross of 
.the third class of Charles the 'J bird, and 
the rank of Brigadier General. After 
which he went up to the army then in 
the Pvrcuees, hut as he did not obtain 
employment, he went to Madrid, where 
lie icmainecl until the return of Ferdinand. 
Wv hear no more of him, until the news- 
papers in England, produce some long 
jcid-jcr ptjf paragraphs, of his having 
been M sdccUd by the king" to act 
«ndcr the Inquisitor General,, in convey- 
ing the members of the Cortes to the pri- 
sons of the inquisition. Fcidiuand, per- 
haps net well pleased with the man, 
who hie might think wcuM do any I ting, 
soon neglected him, and he " obtained 
" perinit&kn to retire," 1p Seville, where he 
fceld an appointment as a sort pi goaler in 
a little prisoi* is that city, which he pom- 
pously designates wHtrth 
title 



8 UlTie prison ih uiai ciiy> wwru uv puui- 

pously designates wHtrthe high founding- 
title of 4€ inspector of the royal palace." 



This, Sir, is the real story of the only 
two Pritish officers who are at present 
in the service of Ferdinand. Generals,. 
Roche, Dyer, Wbitlingham, and Ca&roll, 
have all quitted it; and General Doyle. 
is said. to be on the poiut of doing so. 
Then Sir John Dounie will have all the- 
honors of that service to himself, and 
much good may they do him. 

'lheie can be uo doubt of the dreadful 
state, in which that delightful country 
is now phtr.ged, owing to the tyrannical 
government, with which it is at present 
altiided. Ferdinand is literally without 
a single minister; he employs the priests 
who surround him, occasionally in the 
different othces of state, but there is no 
department regularly tilled. The ws 
spousibility is all upon himself, and a 
dieadful one it is. his old friends have 
all deserted hiiu. 1 he Duke of St. Carlos, 
to whom he owed his very life, who had 
followed him into captivity, and shared 
it with him, is banished to a small 
country house in the Sierra Morena, a 
desolate mountainous waste, which 
sepaiates Audalusiu from Castile. The 
Luke of Infantado, who was some time 
ambassador in this country*. is also in dis- 
grace, banished to an estate lie possesses 
about thirty leagues from the metropolis. 
The Duke of ljar, whose duchess is at 
present in London, and one of the best 
friends Ferdinand ever possessed, is 
also banished. In short, not a single 
man of either rank, talent, or public con- 
sideration, remains about the court. 
f J he priests fill every department, and 
the lowest adventurers bave caused the 
removal of every friend to the country* 
'J 'bus " the church " has been the cause 
of all the evil* which oppress this unhap- 
py country. It is impossible to describe 
i lie miserable state in which it is placed; 
distrust and suspicion, pervadeall ranks: 
no man is safe ; the priests have so cotn- 
plttely become masters of every thing, 
that milking can be dene but thro* 
their intervention. In an arbitrary go- 
vernment, of the most despotic order, 
there is, of course- no regular taxation; 
the king imposes what imposts he 
pleases by royal edict. But a flairs are 
hourly getting worse; the loss of the 
American colonies will be a death blow 
to him. General IViorillo has been fur 
four months at Cailiz, endeavouring to 
assemble there something in the shape 
©fan army, to/ reduce to obedituee the 
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politics or religion, I take the liberty, aa 
a constant reader, to beg of you, to lay 
he following remarks before your in- 
telligent correspondents : Though the 
subject is taken from Theological pre- 
mises, yet it is purely historical: nor 
has it any relation whatever with any 
particular Church, creed, or faith. By 
the generality of divines, the term holy 
inspired scriptures is applied indiscrimh 
natcly to the Old and New Testaments ; 
which I cannot reconcile by reading tbe 
books of the New, and those historical 
works which relate to them. Therefore* 
I shall endeavour, in as clear and con- 
cise a manner as I possibly can, to place 
the subject in that light in which I view 
it. According to Dr. Lardncr's chrono- 
logical arrangement of the books of the 
Rao Testament, it appears that none 
of them were written 'till nearly 20 year* 
after the 'J eath of Christ. The earliest 
of them were some of the Epistles. The 
Gospels were not written 'till more than 
30 years after his death. They were 
written by different authors, at different 
times and places. Agreable to the 
Kev. Jer. Jones on the canon of the New 
Testament, the first collective form of 
those book* was in the beginning of the* 
third century. They must therefore 
have remained in detached books more 
than a century after the death of the 
authors. In the Gospel of St. Mark 
Chap. XII. verse 24. Jesus said to tbe. 
Jews, " Do ye not therefore err be- 
cause ye know not the Scriptures; " 
in St. John, Chap. V. verse 30. He 
tells them to " search the scriptures; n 
and in Chap. X. verse 33. " and the 
scriptures cannot be broken. " Here, 
in ali these instances, Jesus appeals to 
tie Jew i ill books or writings called 
scriptures which were in common, and 
well known to all of them ; He must 
therefore, have alluded to the Old X ej > ta * 
ment only, because no part of the New- 
had any being at the time; consequently 
he would not appeal to a nonentity ; to a 
thing that had no existence. In the 
Acts of the Apostles, Chap. XVII. 
verse 11. it is said of the Bereans that 
" they searched the scriptures daily; " 
Now as this book of the Acts of the 
Apostles was written ajttt the accom-. 
plishment of those acts, and the scrip- 
Inspired Writings. tures of the Bereans wer$ yrior to those 

Silt — As your Register is open,.to cool ucts, it could not be any part of those 
and dispassionate discussions* either on [ holy scriptures which tfce Bereans were 



rebellious colonists. This officer was 
originally in the old marine ; he served at 
corporal of that corps, in the battle on 
Trafalgar, When the revolution broke 
out, he joined a corps of guerilla: 
in the south of Spain,, and being a 
desperate soldier, shortly became a 
chief: — From having served in the regular 
army, his corps was known to posses 
a better state of discipline, than usually 
existed in those bodies. The Corte*, 
accordingly, at the recommeudation ot 
Lord Wellington, with whom he was a 
great favourite, gave him the permanent 
rank in the army of major general, and 
he was selected by General Elio, who 
was a principal agent in the restoration 
of Ferdinand, for the command of the 
South American expedition, lie went 
to Cadiz in Feplember last to arrange 
his little army which was to consist of 
12,000 men. When he got there, he 
found only about half that number, 
without arms, ammunition, or clothing. 
&o military chest, no means of support ; 
the men and officers quartered on the 
inhabitants, by whom they were sup- 
ported, and the whole affair in a perfect 
state of confusion. He remonstrated ; 
he demanded supplies and money. 
The former were promised him, and 
the governor of Cadiz, the sanguinary 
Villa Vicencia, was ordered to make a 
requisition on the merchants of that city 
for 2,000,000 of dollars for him : this 
money not being forthcoming, the ex- 
pedition remains still, in statu quo. 
In the mean time the revolutionists 
have obtained complete possession of 
the whole of Spainish America, and 
have razed the fortifications of Monte 
Video to the ground — thus, all chance, 
all possibility of success is totally out of 
question, and General Morillo's expe- 
dition is deferred "adgracas calendas.' 
1 have intruded upon you, Sir, I fear, 
% fit greater length than I ought to have 
done. I shall take the liberty of ad* 
dressing you again next week, when I 
shall give you some interesting details 
of the secret measures, Ferdinand and 
his priests have adopted to enslave the 
country, which are known to very few 
person* here. I Temain, yours, &c. 

Civis. 
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nfix-reading daily. In St. Paul's Epistle 
to the Romans, Chap. XV. verse 4. 
be says, " For whatsoever things were 
written aforetime were written for our 
horning, that we through patience ana 
comfort of the scriptures might havt 
hope, " Here it is evident, that those 
scriptures which Paul speaks of to the 
Romans as being of comfort to them, 
were written " aforetime ; " long before 
this letter of his to them; therefore thi 



wish to be informed of those historical 
means, whereby I may know, by whose 
i-.uthority those books, when formed 
mto their present collective state, were 
desiguatcd holy inspired scriptures** 
It is my iirm belief that if these books 
were more candidly examined, and more 
rationally considered, the truth, and 
rationality of Christianity would be 
better understood; but instead of which, 
the schools teach their vouth to read 



epistle {could not be then scriptures of I and think according to the creed of 



tue Romans. In II Timothy Chapter 
HI. ver^e 15 and ltf. St. Paul tell* 1m 
friend " iniothy that " all scripture is 
given by inspiration cf God ; and, " that 
from a child thou hast known the lioly 
Scriptures." This epistle of Paul is a 
part of the New Testament, but St. Paul 
does not here teil hu> friend 'timothy, 
(hat this lei Her of his, which he was then 
writing to hiui, was to be couriered as 
8 part of the holy scriptures; no, because 
Paul only alludes lo those scriptures, 
which hi* friend Timothy had known 
from bis childhood. Hence, I think that 
nothing can be more clear, than that the 
authors of those narratives, and those 
adm unitary letters, which comprise the 
book of the Ivew Testament, do not 
any- where, assert, that what they were 
writing should be considered as a part 
<rf. the bolyv inspired scriptures. Not 
pnly from, the clear evidence of those 
books themselves but likewise by com- 
paring them with other historical docu- 
fnents, itwill be found lhat the apostles 
only- alluded to- those holy inspired 
seriptures, which did then exist, (the 
Old Testament) because the New had 
no being at the time. Moreover some 
of the apostles- were dead, before the 
others had written; consequently many 
of them Mere ignorant of some of those 
books: and all of them were unacquaint- 
ed with them collectively 9 as they had 
no existence in such a state lilt more 
than a century after the death of the 
authors. It is not vthat may be thought' 
of those books, from their intrinsic con- 
sideration that I solicit your attentiou, 
but because 1 have the opinion of many 
able writers, such as Mr. Evansou, 
Dr. Watts, Dr. Priestly, Dr. Horslcy, 
Ac. all of whom, I have no doubt, 
.were sincere christians, and of miques- 
tionabie. erudition.- and abilities; yet 
they> all differed very, widely in their 
judgpiaiitS' $>£ those books, I only 



tlteir respective Church: thus it is that 
the mind is nurtured into an established 
prejudice, superstition, and bigotry, 
which will ever remain so, unless rea- 
son, by tret inquiry, resumes her govern- 
ment. 

On Religious Persecution, 
letter VII, 

•• Remember that the diftorders of the Sowl are not 
lo be cured hy iorce and violence." 

Cardinal de Cttmvt. — Pastoral Instructions. 1688. 

Julian, the Roman Emperor, who 
flourished in the fourth century from the 
Christian era, and when that religion lad 
long been established in Rome, observing 
that wild beasts were Jess furious against 
mankind than the generality of christians 
towards those christians who thought 
differently from themselves, was deter- 
mined to restore the ancient pagan sys- 
tem, which was particularly mild and to- 
lerant, and, according to his views, better 
calculated to insure peace and harmony 
to society. For this he has been desig- 
nated tfie Apellate by all christian wri- 
ters since that period ; but whatever 
epithets they may please to give him, 
or whatever abuse their spleen may be- 
stow on his memory, they cannot deny 
that he was a great philosopher and a 
very acute aud sensible man. His life, 
if written impartially, would afford much 
instruction ; but christians are not likely 
to do him justice oa account of their pre- 
judices. His writings evince great judge- 
ment and discrimination, and will amply 
repay the Student fur his -labor hi peru T 
*»iug them.— In, his third Epistle, speak- 
ing, of the christians by the name of Gali- 
leans, he has tliese remarkable words:—.. 
" I will not suffer them, to be dragged to 
" the Altars, uor the least wrong to be of- 
" fered them. They are rather mad 
" than wicked. Let us endeavour, if it k 
" possible* to make them hear retuonr 
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4€ and to gain (hem by gentle means ; we 
" ought not to hate, but to pity them. 
'* They arc already but too unhappy by 
" deceiving themselves in the most esseu- 
" tial thing upon earth." — Now,althoughI 
am no courtly parasite, and have the mis- 
fortune to be devoid of that superstitious 
veneration for kings and princes, which 
disables many people from holding in just 
abhorrence the tyrannical Villain and 
the public Robber, because, forsooth, 
he is disgu^ed from his fellow men by 
some high sounding but unmeaning nick- 
name; is waited upon by a set of ser- 
vants dressed like merry andrew*, and 
rides in a gaudy chariot besmeared with 
the most ridiculous pictures tidied coats 
of arms. — Although, I say, I cannot pay 
a stupid homage to a set of worthless 
drones, merely **ecau»e they are concealed 
beneath the pou. r > of title and the splen- 
dour of equipage, yet 1 trust 1 sh.:Ii ever 
have the candour to praise merit, even 
when discovered in the Augean Stable 
of a Court. 

Royalty is a soil seldom congenial 
to virtue and talent ; consequently a single 
trait of goo< loess, or ability, in the cha- 
racter of a Prince, should attract our at- 
tention as the brilliant gem of the glow 
worm, shining with more lastre through 
the dark night of corruption. I am 
about to praise our gracious Prince Re- 
gent, because it strikes me that he pos- 
sesses a mind superior to vulgar preju- 
dices. I cannot conceive him entirely 
ignorant of the sentiments promulgated 
by the time serving writers of our daily 
Journals, or of the opinions of the great 
bulk of society, relative to a particular 
Sect of Christians, and the celebrated 
female, whose name will be handed down 
to posterity as their founder, with as 
much eclat as Arius, Socinus, William 
Penn, or John Wesley. The Newspapers 
have been continually attacking both her 
and her followers, in the most scurrilous 
manner, and calling for legislative inter- 
ference to suppress her doctrines ; and 
the populace have been constantly wish- 
ing that the ftoly prophetess herself was 
either burnt , or imprisoned Jar life. 
These matters cannot have escaped the 
attention of a prince, whose business it 
is to make himself acquainted with everv 
thing which concerns the people who suf- 
fer him to be their head servant. He 
must be aware of their clamour, and the 
persecuting spirit which they have 



breathed with regard to the late Mrs. 
Sovthcott. But perhaps bis wisdom hw 
taught him to turn a deaf ear to their 
thoughtless malice. — I am willing, itt the 
present instance, to consider him poss-' 
essed of sentiments as amiable and liberal 
as those of Julian, which I have quoted 
as my text, and to allow that he acts ac- 
cording to the dictates of sound policy. 
He knows thst there is no species of su- 
perstition that human credulity will not 
embrace, if it is presented in the shape of 
religion. He is well aware too, of the 
manner in which we receive all our ideas ; 
and consequently is convinced that the 
errors of the mind arc not voluntary er- 
rors, and, therefore, can, never be cured 
by constraint or persecution. He is fully 
sensible that if these people are deluded, 
Time, the tryer of all things, will do 
more to open their eyes than violent op- 
position, which would ouly strengthen 
them in their faith, because, like the 
Saints of old, they would deem it an infai* 
lible evidence of the truth of their sys 
tern. — As an enlightened christian, and 
one whose mind soars far above the sla- 
vish priest-led-herd who bear that name, 
he is couscious that religious persecuti- 
on cannot be defended upon the pure 
and simple principles of our holy religion 
as taught by Jesus, and therefore has de- 
termined that these people should be left 
to themselves, and permitted to worship 
the Gods after their own manner, in- 
stead of listening to the cry of " Crucify, 
Crucify," from an ignorant, bigotted, and 
misguided populace.— It is because I 
choose to consider that our good Prince 
has been governed by motives like these, 
that 1 attribute to him sentiments as 
amiable and as wise as those of Julian : 
but lest the illnaturcd, or envious, should 
deny him the approbation I would give 
him for christian charity, or philosophic 
liberality, 1 will endeavour to prove that 
he deserves the same meed of applause 
for the enlightened policy his conduct, 
on this occasion, has displayed. — Some 
persons may say that the conduct o£ 
princes ought to be attributed to their 
advisers; but they should recollect, 
that it is their foolish and wicked actions 
alone that their ministers are accountable 
for,' and that every act of grace, wis- 
dom, and clemency, usually proceed*, 
from the monarch himself. Upon this 
principle, therefore, I tbink proper to 
applaud the judgment and prudence 
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of our prince, in preventing any legisla- 
tive interference with regard to the new 
millenial doctrine of our prophetess, 
and shall proceed to give my reasons 
for so doing. 

Our Prince (acting for his father) 
is the sovereign head of the church, 
or state religion of this country, and 
" Defender of the Faith. " This 
faith is a branch of a system called 
christian, from the name of its founder, 
and first instituted, as the almanacks 
tell us, about 1815 years ago. 
(To be continued.) 

American Documents. 



Continued from page 192. 

SCOTS FlOU THE BRITISH TO THI AMERICAN 
MIN1STEHS. 

Ghent, Sept. 4, 1814. 
*' The undcrsigucd have the honour to acknow- 
ledge the receipt of the Note of the American 
Plenipotentiaries, dated the 94th ultimo. — It is 
with unfeigned regret that the undersigned ob- 
icrve both in the tone and substance of the whole 
Note, so little proof of any disposition on the 
part of the Government of the United Slates to 
ewer into an amicable di*ins*ion of the sereral 
joints submitted by the undersigned in their 
foimer communication. The undersigned are per- 
fectly aware, thai in bringing forward those points 
for consideration, nud stuting wiili so much frank- 
ness, as they did, the views , with which they 
were proposed, they departed from the usual 
course of ucgociaiing, by disclosing all the ob- 
jects of their Government, while those which the 
American Government had in view were withheld ; 
hat in so doing they were principally actuated 
by a sincere desire of hanging the negotiation 
as soon as possible to a favourable termination, 
and in some measure by their willingness to com- 
ply with the wishes expressed by the American 
Plenipotentiaries themselves. It is perfectly true 
that the war between his Majesty and the United 
States was declared by. the latter power upon the 
pretence ot maritiuiexight* •Hedged to be asserted by 
Great Britain, and disputed by thcUnited States, 
k the war thus declared Ijythe United States hod 
been carried on by them for objects purely of a 
maritime nature, or if the attack which had been 
made on Canada bad been for the purpose of diver- 
sion, oi in the way of defence against the British 
forces |n that quarter, any question as to -the boun- 
daries of Canada might have been considered as un- 
necessary ; but it is notorious to tfce whole world 
' 4aat the conquest of Canada, and it* permanent an- 



nexation to the United Stares, was the declared 
object of the American Government. If, in conse- 
quence of a different course of events on the conti- 
nent of Europe, his Majesty's Government had 
been unublc to reinforce the Uritith armies in Cana- 
da, and the United States had obtained a decided 
superiority in that quarter, is there any person 
who doubts that they would have availed them- 
selves of their situation to obtain on the side qf Ca- 
nada important cessions of territory, if not the en- 
tire abandonment of that country by Great Britain? 
Is the American Government to be allowed to |*r- 
sue. so far as its means will cnttble it, a system of ac- 
quisition and aggrandisement totht. po : ut of annexing 
entire provinces to their dominions, and his Majesty 
to be precluded from availing himself of his means, 
so far as iliey will enable him, to retain those point* 
which the valor of British arms may have placed in 
his fwwer, because they hapj>cn to be sttutrctt 
within the territories allotted under former treaties 
to the Government of the United Slates? Such a 
priueiple of negotiation was never avowed at airy 
period antecedent to that of the Revolutionary 
Government of France. If the policy of the 
United States had been essentially pacific, as the 
American Plenipotentiaries assert it ou£bt to be, 
from their political institutions, from the habits of 
their ciliaens, and from their physical situation, it 
might not have been necessary to propose the pre- 
cautionary provisions now onder discussion. That, 
of late years at least, the American Government 
have been influenced by a very d liferent policy : 
by a spirit of aggrandisement not necessary iC their 
own security, but increasing with the extent of 
their empire, has been too. clearly manifested bj 
their progressive occupation of Indian territories— 
by the acquisition of Louisiana ; by the more 
recent attempt to wrest by force of asms from a 
nation in amity, the twoFJoridas;and lastly, by the 
avowed intention o( permanently annexing the Ca- 
nada* to the United States. If then security of the 
British North American dominions requires au£ sa- 
crifices on the part of the United States, they-must 
be ascribed to the declared policy of that Govern- 
ment in making the war not one of self defence, 
nor for the redress of grievances, reel or pretended, 
but a part of a system of conquest and aggrandise- 
ment. The British Government, in its present silaa- 
tion, is bound in duty to endeavour to secure its 
North American dominions against those attempts 
At conquest, which the American Government hate 
avowed to be a principle of their policy, and 
which, as such, will undoubtedly be renewed* 
whenever any succeeding war between the two 
countries shall afford a prospect of renewing- them 
with success. The British Plenipotentiaries pro- 
posed that the military possession -of the Lakes, 
from Lake Ontario to Lake Superior, shoald *e 
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secured to Great Britain, became the. Command of 
those Lakes would atford to the American Govern- 
ment the means of commencing a war' in the heart 
of Canada, and because the command of them, on 
the part of Great Britain, has been shewn by ex- 
perience, to be attended with no insecurity to the 
United States. Wheu I he relative strength of 
the two Powers in North America is considered, it 
should bo recollected that the British dominions in 
that quarter do not contain a population of 500 ,000 
pcr&qiu, whereas the territory of the United States 
contains a population of more than seven millions ; 
that the naval resources of the United States are at 
hand for attack, and that the naval resources of 
Great Britain are on the other side of the Atlantic. 
The military possesion of those Lakes is not, there- 
fore, necessary for the protection of the United 
States. The proposal for allowing the territories on 
the southern banks of the Lakes above mentioned 
to remain in the possession of the Government of 
the United States, provided no fortifications should 
be elected on the sltores, and no annament per- 
mitted on the waters, has been made, for the pur- 
pose of aaanifestlog, that security and not acquisi- 
tion of territory is the object of the British Go- 
vernment, and that they have no desire to throw 
obstacles in the way of any commerce w hich the 
people.of (be United States may be desirous ol 
carrying on upon the Lakes in time of peace. The 
undersigned, with the anxious wish to rectify all 
misunderstanding, have thus more fully explained 
Jthe grounds* upon which they brought forward the 
prepositions contained in their former Note rcs- 
< pooling the boundaries of the British dominions in 
.North America. They do not wish to insist upon 
them beyond what the circumstances may fairly 
. require. They arc ready, amicably to discuss the 
details of them with a view to the adoption of any 
modifications which the American Plenipotentiaries 
or their Government, may have to suggest if they 
are not incootp«iiW« with the object itself. With 
respect to the. boundary of the district of Maine, 
and -that .of the North Western frontier of the 
United States, the undersigned were not prepared 
to anticipate the objections contained in the Note 
of the American Plenipotentiaries ; they were in- 
structed to treat lor the revision of their boundary 
lines, with the statement which they have subse- 
quently made, that they had no authority to cede 
any port, howevor insigrancaat, of the territories of 
the United States, although the proposal left it 
--open to them to demand an equivalent for such 
. cession either an frontier or otherwise. The Ame- 
rican Pleulpotentlmtet must be aware that the 
boundary of 4ho district of Maine has never been 
-scorrectly ascertained.; that the one asserted at 
present by tits American Government, by which 
4|ft direct wsnjnwicatiosv between fell** *nd 



Quebec becomes interrapted, was ndt in contem- 
plation of the British Plenipotentiaries^ who con- 
cluded the treaty of 1783. and that the greater 
;>art of the territory in question is actually unoc- 
cupied. The undersigned are persuaded that ati 
arrangement en this point might be easily made, 
if entered into with the spirit of conciliation, with- 
out any prejudice to the interests of the district h\ 
question. As the necessity for fixing some boun- 
dary for the north western frontier has been mu- 
tually acknowledged, a proposal for a discussion on 
mat sufbject cannot be considered as a demand for 
a cession of territory, unless the United States are 
prepared to assert that there is no limit to their 
territories in this direction ; and that, availing 
themsclres of fche geographical error upon which 
that pan of the treaty of 1783 was foutided, they 
will acknowledge no boundary whatever; then 
unquestionably any proposition, to fix cue, be it 
what it may, must be considered as demanding' a 
large cession of territory from the United States. 
Is the American Government prepared to assert 
such an unlimited right so contrary to the evident 
intention of the treaty itself? Or, is hjs Majesty's 
Government to understand, that the American 
Plenipotentiaries are wifling to acknowledge the 
boundary from the Luke of the Woods to the 
Mississippi (the arrangement by a convention in 
1803, but not ratified) as that by which their Go- 
vernment b ready to abide. The British (Plenipo- 
tentiaries are instructed to accept favourably such 
a proposition, or to discuss any other line of boun- 
dary which may be submitted for consideration. It 
is with equal astonish m-.nt the undersigned find 
that the American Plenipotentiaries have not only 
declined signing any provisional article, by which 
the Indian Nations who have taken part with 
Great Britain in the present contest may be in- 
cluded in the peace, and may have a boundary 
assigned to them, but have also thought proper 
to express surprise at any proposition on the sub- 
ject having been advanced. The American Pleni- 
potentiaries state, that their Government cou'.d'not 
huve expected such a discussion, and appear 
resolved, at once, to reject any proposition on litis 
head ; representing it as a demand contrary to the 
acknowledged principles of public law, tantamount 
to a cession of one third of the territorial domlnious 
of the United States* and reqeired to-be admitted 
without dujousiriom The .proposition which «ia 
thus represented is, that the Indian •Nations, which 
hate been during the war in -alliance with Great 
Britain, should *at its -termination be included 4a 
t be pacification ; and, :whh a -view to their per* 
maoeut tranquillity and security, that the British 
Government >is willing to lake as a hasis of an nr- 
ticlean the subject of a boundary for those nation*, 
the stipulations which 4ae American j 
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contracted in 1T95, subject, however, to modi- 1 boundary line between the brads of the United 
ficatioa*. After the declaration, publicly Bade I States and those of the Indian Nations, is therein 

expressly defined. The general charactei of the 
treaty, is that of a treaty with independent nations ) 
and tie very stipulation which the American Pleni- 
potentiaries refer to, that the Indian nations >hould 
sell their lands only to the United Stales, tends to 
prove that, but fur that stipulation, the Indians had 
a general right to dispose of them. The American 
Government, ha* now for the first time, in effect 
declared that all Indian Nations within its line of 
•cmarcalion are its subjects, living there upon suf- 
ferance, on lands, which it ulso claims the exclusive 
right of acquiring, thereby menacing the final 
extinction of those nations. Against such a system, 
the undersigned 11111*4 formally protect. The on* 
dersigncd repeat, that the terms on whieh the pro- 
position has becu made for aligning to the Indian 
Nations some beundary, nmuifest no unwillingness 
to, discuss any other proposition directed to the 
same object, or even a modification of that which 
is offered. Great Britain is ready to enter into 
the same engagements with respect to the Indians 
living within her line of demarcation, aa that 
which is proposed to the United Staic*. It can, 
therefore, only be from u complete taisapprchen- 
sicn of the proposition that it can be represented 
as being not reciprocal. Neither can it, with any 
truth ; be represented as contrary to the ecknow- 



to those Indian Nations, by the Governor-General 
of Canada, that Great Britain would not desert 
them, could the American Government really 
persuade itsejf that no proposition xelatlng to those 
Nations would be advanced ; and did Lord Castle- 
leagh's Note of the 4th November, 1813, imply so 
great a sacrifice of honour, or exclude from discus - 
sioa etery subject, excepting what immediately re* 
luted to the maritime questions referred to in it ? 
When the undersigned assured the American Ple- 
nipotentiaries of the anxious wish of the British 
Government that the negotiation might terminate 
in a peace honourable to both parties it could not 
have b en imagined that the American Plenipoten- 
tiaries would theuce conclude tliat Ids Majesty's 
Government was prepared to abandon the Indian 
Nations to their late, nor could it have been fore- 
seen that the American Government would hate 
considered it as derogatory to its honour to admit 
a proposition by which the tranquillity of those 
Nations might be secured. The British Plenipo- 
tentiaries have yet to learn, that it is contrary to 
the acknowledged principles of public law to in- 
clude Allies in a negotiation lor peace, or tliat it is 
contrary to the practice of all civUized nations to 
propose that a provision should be loftdc for their 
future security. The Treaty of Grenvillc established 



the boundaries between the United States and the I ledger! principles of public law, as derogatory to 



Indian Nations. The American Plenipotentiaries 
must be aware, that the war which has since broken 
out has abrogated that treaty. I> it contrary to the 
established principles of public luw for the British 
Government to, propose, on behalf of its Allien, 
that this treaty shall, on the pacification, be con- 
sidered strject to such modificat ons as the case 
way render necessary ? Or, is it unreasonable to 
propose* that this stipulation should be amended, 
and that on that foundation some arrangement 
should be made which would provide for tho exist- 
ence of a Neutral Power between Great Britain" 
end the United States, calculated to secure to both 
a longer continuance of the blessings of peace ? 

" So far was tliat specifio preposition respecting 
the Indian boundaries from being insisted upon in 
the note, or in tho conference which preceded it, 
as one to be admitted without discussion, that it 
trould have been difficult to use terms of greater 
latitude, or which appeared more adapted, not only 
not to preclude but to invite discussion. If the 
bases proposed could convey away one third of the 
territory of the United States, the American Go- 
vernment itself must have conveyed it away by the 
GrenviUe Treaty of 1795. It- is impossible to read 
that treaty withoot remarking Iww inconsistent' 
the present pretensions ot the AmexL-an Gore ra- 



the honour, or inconsistent with the rights of the* 
American Government, nor as a demand required 
to be admitted without discussion. After this full 
exposition of the sentiments of his Majesty's Go* 
vernment on the points above stated, it will be for 
the American Plenipotentiaries to determine, whe- 
ther they are ie:idy uow to continue the negotia- 
tions ; whether they are disposed to refer to their 
Government for further instructions; or lastly, 
whether they will take upon themselves the respon- 
sibility of breaking off the ncgociatiou altogether. 
The undersigned request the American Plenipo- 
tentiaries to accept the assurances of their high 
consideration. (Signed) " Gambibr, Hxkry 
Gouiburn, William Aa**." 



THE AMERICAN TOTHB BRITISH COW MISS JON BBS. 

Ghent Sept. 9, 1814.— "The undersigned have 
had tlve honour to receive the note of his Britannic 
Majesty's Plenipotentiaries, dated the 4th Instant. 
If, in the tone or substance of the former note of the 
undersigned, the British Commissioners have per- 
ceived little proof of any disposition* <m the part of 
iheAmericanGovernment, for a discussion of some of 
the propositions advanced in the first rJbtB, which 
the undersigned had the honour of receiving frees 



them, they will ascribe it to the nature of the pre* 
BKatare, with Us preamble and pre visious. The] position's thenissircs, to* their apparent hicornpa- 
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tibility with the assmances m Lord Castlereuglrs 
Jotter 1o the American Secretary of State, propositi;* 
this ncaociution, mid with the .solemn assurances of 
ihe British Plenipotentiaries themselves, to the 
undersigned at their first conferences with liieiu. 
ihe undersigned, in reference to an observation of 
the Briiish Plenipotentiaries, must be allowed to 
say, that the objects which the Government of the 
United States had in view, have not been withheld. 
The subjects considered us suitable for discussion 
were fairly brought forward in conferences of tht 



[224 

the United Slates, been the declared object of their 
Government. From t lie commencement of the war 
to the present time, the American Governmeut 
has been always willing to make peace, without 
obtaining any cession of territory, and on the sole 
condition that the maritime question* nii^ht be sa> 
tisfactorily arranged. Such was their disposition 
in the month of July, 1812, when they instructed 
Mr. Russell to make the proposal of an armistice; 
in the month of October of ihe same year, when 
Mr. Monroe answered Admiral Warren's proposals 



9th nit. and the terms on which the United States j fo !, «c *ame effect; in April, 1813, when instruc 



were willing xo conclude the peace, were frankly 
and expressly declared in the Note of the under* 
signed, dated the 24th ultimo. It had been confi- 
dently hoped that the nature of those terms, so 
evidenily framed in a sincere spirit of conciliation, 
would have induced Great Britain to adopt them 
os the basis of a treaty i and it is with deep regret 
thai the undersigned, if they have rightly under- 
stood the meaning of the last Note of the ftriiish 



lions were given to three of the undersigned, then 
appointed to treat of peace, under the mediation of 
Russia ; and in January, 1814, when the instruc- 
tions under which the undersigned are now aUing, 
were prepared. 

The proposition of the British Plenipotentiaries, 
is, that in order to secure the frontiers of Canada 
against attack, the United States should leave their 
own without defence: and it seems to be for- 



PJenipoteuriaries, perceive that they still insist on • gotten, that if their superior population, and ihe 
the exclusive military possession of the Lakes, and j Proximity of their resources give thero any advan 



on a permanent boundary and independent territory 
for the Indians residing within the dominions of the 
United S tales. The first demand is grounded on the 
supposition, that the American Government has 
manifested, by its proceedings towards Spani, by the 
acquisition of Louisiana, by purchase of Indian 
lands, and by an avowed intention of permanently 
annexing the Canadas to the United States, a spirit 
of aggrandisement and conquest, which justifies the 
demands of extraordinary sacrifices from them, to 
provide for the security of the, British Possessions 
in America. In the observations which the under- 
signed frit it their duty to make on the new de- 
mands of the British Government, they confined 
their animadversions to the nature of the demands 
themselves; they did not seek for illustrations of 
the policy of Great Britain in her conduct, in various 
-quarters of the globe, towards other nations, for she 
was not accountable to the United Slates. Yet the 
toderajgned will say, that their Government has 
ever been ready to arrange in the most amicable 
manner with Spain, the questions respecting the 
boundaries of Louisiana and Floridas, and that of 
indemnities acknowledged by Spain due to American 
citizens. How the peaceable acquisition ofLoui- 
aiaoa.orthe purchase of lands within the atknow 
hedged territory, of the United States, both mad< 
by fair and voluntary treaties for satisfactory equi 
Talents, can be ascribed to a spirit of conquest dan. 
geroqa to their neighbours, the. undersigned ate alto- < 
tether at a loss to understand. Nor has the coo- 
quest ofCauada,and its permanent annexation to 



tajic in that quarter, it is balanced by the great dif. 
f ferciice between the military establishments of the 
I two nations. No sudden invasion of Canada by 
| the United States could be made, without leaving 
on their Atlantic shores, and on the ocean exposed 
to the great superiority of the British force, a mass 
of American property far more valuable than Ca- 
nada. In her relative superior force to that of 
the Unitod States in every other quarter, Great 
Britain may rind a pledge much more efficacious 
for the safety of a single vulnetable point, than 
in stipulations ruinous to the interests and degrad- 
ing to the honour of America. 1 Tie best security 
for the possessions of both countries will, however, 
be found in an equal and solid peace; in a mutual 
respect tor the rights of each other, and in the culti- 
vation of a friendly understanding between them. 
If there be any source of jealousy in relation to 
Canada itself, it will be found to exist solely in 
the undue interference of traders and agents, whlcb 
may be easily removed by proper restraints. TBc 
only American forts on the Lakes known to have 
becnattheoomintnceioent of the negotiation held 
by British force are Michillimackioac and Niagara. 
As the United States were, at the same -time, in 
|x>ssession of Am her* burg and the adjacent coun- 
try, it is not perceived that the mere occupation 
of those two forts cetdd give any claim to his Bri- 
tannic Majesty to large cessions of territory, founded 
uooa tberight of inquest; and the undersigned 
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To t/ie Knights Grand Crosses, Com 
minders and Companions of the Orders 
cf (he BULWARK and the HEN- 
RIADE, lately anembled in full 
Chapter, at HERTFORD, in New 
England. 

Bothy, 22 Feb. 1815. 
Gentlemen, 

As your occupation appears to have 
been suddenly put an end to by the 
peace, which our Government ha9 had 
the wisdom to make with yours, it may 
amuse and please yon to be informed how 
the glorious work of deliverance proceeds 
in Europe. I was highly delighted to 
perceive, that you were very careful to 
avail yourselves of the aid of the Cossack 
Priesthood, during your late delibera- 
tions. The long prayers, which it was 
resolved those gentry should put up, two 
or three times a day, was not the least 
interesting part of your measures. It 
most glad your hearts to hear, that the 
Pope, the Jesuits, all the Monks (except 
in disorganized France) have been not 
only delivered, but fullv re-established by 
the* efforts of the BULWARK ; and that, 
in Spain, the HOLY INQUISITION has 
been so completely delivered "from the 
" /fW gftePt" as Mr. Randolph calls it, 
of Napoleon ; that it is now under the 
paternal sway of "Ferdinand the beloved/* 
in full vigor of operation for the support 
of " Social Order, and of ancient and 
" venerable establishments/' In this 
operation, it has laid hold of— who, think 
you? Why of those men, who, for se- 
veral years, were fighting and writing 
for" Ferdinand the beloved :" that is to 
say, for the BULWARK against the de- 
stroyer of venerable institutions. Some 
of these " Patriots/' as they were called, 
having taken refuge in our fortress of 
Gibraltar, have been given up by our 
Governor to the beloved Ferdinand, 
whose Government has sent one of them 
to work in the, galleys for ten years. 
Another of them has escaped to England, 
where his cause has been espoused by 
Mr, Whitibead* who, though not a. 



BULWARK man, seems to have been 
applied to by this BULWARK Spaniard 
in preference to the 'Government here, 
though one wonld have thought, that be 
would fly to his old friends to be received 
with open arms. Mr. Whjtbrbad has 
made several very eloquent speeches 
upon the subject; but, to say the truth, 
they have produced but little effect upon 
me, and this for two relsons: first, 
these Bulwark men fought and wrote for 
Ferdinand; they called every one a trai* 
tor and a miscreant, who did not wish 
for the restoration of the ancient family, 
the venerable institutions. In the course 
of their proceedings, they levelled their 
swords and their pens against the lives 
of all those, who wished not to be deli* 
vered; they drew forth the sweat and 
blood of their country against him who 
had put down the Monks and the Inqui- 
sition ; they persecuted every man, who 
acted as if he dreaded the deliverance 
of Spain. In their turn they are perse- 
cuted; they are sent to jails and galleys ; 
and, you will please to observe, that they 
suffer this from those for whom they had 
fought, in whose behalf they had perse- 
cuted others, and are delivered up, too, 
by an English Governor. I think, may 
it please your Knighthoods, that thisU 
as suitable, as fit, as exemplary, as any 
human occurrence can well be. — My 
other reason for taking little interest in 
the fatt of these men, is, that 1 feel more 
for persons in our English, Scotch, aud 
, Irish jails. The patriot, who is sent to 
I the galleys, was charged with the crime 
of LIBEL. He, it is acknowledged, 
wrote a'letter to the beloved Ferdinand, 
advising him to adopt a new government 
in Spain; that is to say, to consent to a' 
revolution, that horrid thing, which is so 
contrary to those ancient and venerable 
institutions, to restore which so much 
blood and money bus been expanded; 
and for the restoration of which you have 
so long and so fervently prayed through 
the nose, with your eyes turned up to- 
wards the ceiling. Now, while there ax* 
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so many men m our jails for writing *li-l favour of this law, tell us, or, rather, tell 
bels; while I recollect that so many Gen-l the Parliament, that ear farmers cannot 
tlemen were sent from Scotland to Botany 
Bay, on the charge of attempting a revo- 
lution in our Government; and, while 1 
hear no word from Mr. Whitehead in 
their behalf, that gentleman must excuse 
vie, if I am very little moved bv his elo- 
quence, great as it is, in behalf of these 
Spaniards. There hi Mr. Lov£LL t who 
has been in our jail of Newgate about 
/cur years and * half. His offences 
were, copying a short paragraph from a 
country paper relative to the operation of 
the Property Tax, and publishing 
another paragraph, or letter, relative to 
the "conduct of the Transport Board to- 
wards French prisoners of war. He 
might be in crVor in both instances ; but, 
his affidavits shewed, that he was the 
author of neither publication ; that he 
copied one, inadvertently, from a country 
newspaper, and that he did not examine 
the other with sufficient care. He was 
•entenced to eighteen months imprison- 
ment for each, and was fined besides; 
and he is now in jail, where he has been 
for a year and a half, wanting ability to 
pay his fines. Mr. Houston is suffering 
two years imprisonment and fine for a 
book on religion. Away, then, with the 
complaints of Don Garrea and Don Puig- 
blanc and all the Dons in the universe, 
'till Mr. Lovell and Mr. Houston aud 
others find somebody to feel and to 
speak for them.— It will vex you very 
much to know, that the French revolution 
has produced remarkably beneficial 
consequences to the country. It is now 
acknowledged, and even proclaimed, by 
our Bulwark newspapers, that France 
has greatly improved in agriculture, 
.during what is called her state of 
disorganisation, though we were told 
by these same newspapers, and by 
our insipid and hireling Mr. Walsh, 
that Napoleon had left none bnt old 
men, women, and children to cultivate 
the land. These poor, feeble creatures 
have got the kind into such a fine state, 
that we are compelled to resort to a law 
to protect our farmers against their corn, 
in which article they undersell us in our 
own markets. The truth is, that, in ad- 
dition to this great improvement in the 
state of France, the Bulwark war has 
left us a load of taxes, which the land 
cannot pay without high prices. The 
petitions, which have been presented in 



sell so cheap as those who pay no tythes 9 
poor-rates, and, comparatively, very 
little in taxes of any sort What is thi* 
but attacking tythes, one of the most 
ancient and venerable institutions in the 
whole world! and these are Bulwark 
men, too, who petition in these terms I 
In France^ they have not been able to 
restore tythes; or, in your language, to 
deliver the country from the want of 
tythes. They have not been able to restore 
the gabelles, the corvees, the feudal 
courts, laws and rights, nor have they 
yet seen a Monk in France since the 
days of Brissot. They have put up the 
Bourbons ; but, they have not put down 
the code Kapoleon.-^At the same time 
I am reminded of an occurrence that will 
give you both pleasure and pain: I mean 
the attempt to assassinate Napoleon by 
the bend of some hired villain. It will 
give you pleasure that a villain has been 
found to attempt the deed, and pain to 
know that it has not succeeded. Your 
manifesto has excited a great denl of 
anger in on: Bulwtjk newspapers, one of 
which observes, that it was " hoped and 
" expected, that the Hertford Delegates 
" would have declared a separation of the 
" union at once" On the other hand r you 
are held tn the utmost contempt. You, 
had courage to menace, but not enough to 
strike. — If any of you were, however, to 
do here what you have cetuaj/y dane in 
America ; that is, to endeavour to overawe 
the King and Parlkment, you would be 
bunged, have your bowel* ripped out 
and flung in your faces, have your bodies 
cut in quarters, and the quarters placed 

at the king's disposal. How foolish 

that would make Uenriade men look ! 
Yours to command, 

WILLIAM COBBETT 



THE BUDGET. 

This is now a most interesting topic. 
I *hatt, therefore .insert the Budget-Speech 
at full length, and when 1 have so dene, 
I shall offer thereon such remarks as ap* 
pear to me likely to be useful. 

The Chancellor of the JEstkcquer, in 
calling the attention of the Committee to 
the Financial measures of which he had 
given notice, stated that the House wa* 
aware that the, Property Tax w^uld **> 
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pire on the 5th of April next, and that 
several- other war 'taxes Mould also ex- 

?>hre three months afterwards, in July, 
t was ai> important consideration whe- 
tlier the renewal -of those taxes should 
be contemplated, or the sums necessary 
to pay off the expences of the war should 
be levied in a different manner. It was 
Hot his intention as he had already stated 
on a former occasion, to propose the re- 
newal of the Property Tax ; not merely 
because that tax was to expire on the 
£th of April next, or the war with Ame- 
rica was terminate]; for thoogfh it was 
a war impost, he did not consider the 
House precluded from again resorting 
to it, sliould circumstances render it ex- 
pedient. He did not consider that the 
transactions of 1806 on this subject 
<could bind future Parliaments against 
the interest of the country. He did not 
understand * compact between the Com- 
*K>ns at large and Parliament. On this 
*ubject, whatever had been stated in the 
petitions laid before the House would 
have had -no effect, had more powerful 
eonirderati#at, required the renewal of 
this im post. He recollected having heard 
% Right Hen.Oeatleman begging pardon 
of the House, for the part which he had 
taken in 1800, in the increase of the Pro- 
perty Tax. For himself, there was nothing 
which he considered with more satisfac- 
tion than the share which he had in main- 
taining that impost He believed that 
the Property Tax Irad been the means 
ef rescuing the land from its difficulties, 
of supporting the exertions made in the 
cause of European independence, and 
effecting the delivery of *iafiam.-</ff«r, 
bar, heer 1 )—lt had saved the country 
a funded debt of 303 millions. It had 
produced in money 150 millions, and 
saved a capital <rf. unfunded qV.bt of 180 
millions, and -near nine millions of per- 
manent taxes* Yet however productive 
it had been, and boweve* useful it anight 



he believed that the Commissioners em- 
ployed in its collection had been actuated 
by the purest and most patriotic motives* 
They were not a set of men appointed 
and paid by the crown. They were th£ 
same gentlemen to \vhom the country 
was indebted for the preservation <* 
peace, and whose attention and exertion* 
in the gratuitous dispensation of justice 
did them the greatest honour. These 
were certainly many provisions in the 
Act about to expire, which should not 
be adopted at a future period without the 
deepest consideration. , He could n«t 
refer to times when liberty was better 
understood than to those that followed 
the revolution. — Yet let the House look 
at the 1st of Queen Anne, second sec- 
tion, chapter fifty-three, enacted at tin; 
renewal of the ifrench war, and tbejr 
would find what -duties were then lot- 
posed. Amongst others, there was one 
of four shillings in the pound, on "pensions 
and annuities, and one of five ahilltngii 
in the pound, on the produce of profes* 
sions. The Commissioners, or the major 
part of them, were empowered to exa- 
mine or inform upon oath, and all tra- 
ders compelled to give returns, signed by 
themselves, of the whole quantity and 
val ue of their stock in trade. The Com - 
missioaers were besides authorised to 
enter their premises at any hour. With 
respect to the Property Tax, whenever 
it had been possible to make the asses** 
meut without personal injury it had tteen 
done. The property in the funds was 
assessed to its full amount, without any 
difficulty. That in land was also pretty 
clearly ascertained, but that engaged iu 
trade was of a less tangible shape, and 
its assessment could not be very correct. 
If, on the .revival of the tax, a new mode 
of assessment could be found in that par- 
ticular Lraucb, it would probably contri- 
bute to Tender it more productive. He 
then alluded to a clause included in. the 



Have proved at a time when large sums- Act in 1803, for allowing private exami- 



weuld be wanted, he did not think proper 
te ttvnre it, but considered it more ex- 
pedient to preserve it as a resource, in 
«ase of the future .renewal of war, to be 
retorted ta eaJy in the ^reateA emergen- 
cies, as the firm&asis of our public eve- 
•dtt. {Hear, heart) JJe iiad toentoild 
*f the juqaieitarial nmtnoe of this tea, and 
may complaints iiad been littered in^ 
*fc* Home against the wesrions #vhidb 
* W9$ Mid ia oecaJka, Pcrhuorajmrt,] 



nations, but which 4 id not fully answer 
the end proposed. .Having thus entered 
into a defence of the provisions of the 
Proj>erty Tax, to prevent that .odium 
from .being left, which had been -ex- 
pressed against it, and which itjgo Jittfc 
deserved, he would sow proceed to state 
the reason* which induced Jhim to think 
its renewal oinadvisable; though an ^j^ 
present -year, tvbenia^e aaims would te 
wanted to Jinuidate orreaxt *Bckajtte»[ 
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sure might hare appeared to many pre- 
ferable to raising a loan, and on, account 
of the advantages which it promised to 
yield, perfectly j ustifiable. A t the Peace 
of Amiens, the Property Tax had beeu 
pledged to make good a large sum of 
money, and charged for a period of nine 
years. Though its renewal would there- 
fore have heen authorised by present 
circumstances, he had considered that 
the immense fluctuation of price which 
had taken place in almost every article 
would have introduced so great a variety 
a« to make returns extremely ditiiouit. 
The impost would have fallen, besides, 
with particular weight on the class of 
farmers, who would have found them- 
selves rated far beyond their real property. 
The assessment had been calculated on 
a fair average, but when the fluctuation 
of prices became excessive, the average 
could no longer be regarded as just. 
Many ideas had been suggested to con- 
tinue that tax during the present year, 
with various modifications. It might 
have been done on three different prin- 
ciples. By exemptiug those classes, ou 
whom its operation was considered as 
likely to produce an unfair pressure, and 
including all tixed property. But the 
chief giouud on which this impost had 
been cheerfully borne, was, that all were 
included in it. When that should no 
longer be the case, it would appear that 
Government were encroacliing on the 
good faith of their creditors. Auother 
mode might have been adopted ; persons 
might have been charged in a proporti- 
onate ratio to their incomes; the rich 
might have been made to pay much, and 
the poor, little; but this would have 
beerf impracticable. The act gave no 
insight into the whole income of any one ; 
it charged every species of property, 
without enquiring about its proprietor. 
Any gentleman, for instance, might be 
a partner in a banking-house in London, 
might be one of a commercial partnership 
at Bristol, might hold a share in a ma- 
nufactory at Manchester, and have 
100,0001. ia the funds (a laugh) ; for 
every one of these he would be assessed 
separately; he might gain on the one 
and lose on the other, and no one would 
know h s real income. There was no 
ease in which the whole of a man's re- 
venue was known, uuless when he ap- 
plied for an abatement to be made. To 
revive the 'Property Tax with this modi- 



fication, the present system must hava 
l>een overthrown, and one more vexa- 
tious established in its stead. As this 
impost would, therefore, now encounter 
many difficulties in its operation, and 
as it was uot the intention of Parliament 
that it should be employed except as a 
war tax, he thought it was far better 
to lay it aside entirely, and to return to 
one of those resources which at all 
times remained open to the country. He 
was 'convinced, however, that in point of 
right, had it been expedient, it would 
have been excusable to have preserved it 
for the purpose of diminishing the sum 
which must be raised by lonn» As to 
the amount of the expenses of the year, 
until the ratification of 'peace by A me* 
rica should be received, it would be im- 
possible to ascertain it correctly. He 
could not enter into any details on that 
subject, as its reduction would in some 
sort depend on the period at which this 
intelligence should be received. What 
he should now propose would therefore 
not be entirely on the footing of peace 
expenditure. Large sums of m6ney would 
be required this year: sums,* which 
even the renewal of the Property Taat 
\v< uld not have covered. But since it 
was abandoned, the loan must be consi- 
derably larger, in taking an enlarged 
view of our present situation, he would 
not compare it with that of the country 
when it was involved in difficulties at the 
close of the American war, and our pub- 
lic credit was really giving way. He 
would oppose it to the most flourishing 
period of our history, that which preceded 
the long and extraordinary warfare ia 
which we had been engaged. 

(u the year 17-91, the produce of the consolidated 

Fund was - - - - £\3A1Z&& 

The charges upon it 11 ,381 .000' 



which being" deducted from it, left a sur- 
plus of •*--•-----»»- 



f.15.1,000 



To this was to be added, the produce of 
Land and War Taxca - - - - • 



9.A58.000 



Forming together a total of - - - . - - - 4,709,000 
disposable for the service of the country. 

Our income to the 5th of January last* ill- 
eluding the produce of the Consolidated 

Fund, amounted to 38,?56»0OO 

To tins was to be addod hi War Taxes 2 .7 Of 5.000 

FornvRg together a total of - 40.96S.000 

The charges upon this welt --.--- J5,4tfj00d 
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Charges on Imperial Loan - - - ■ 
Ditto on Portuguese Loan -•--♦« 
Charges on Ci'/U list and others. - 

liking a toul of 



466.000 

$r,ooo 

1,571,000 
37,544,000 



Wiiicli being deducted foin tho above 40,962.000 



left a surplus of-- 3,4X7,000 

Xo riifc is to be added in Annual Duties 
substituted to War Taxes, about - - - 3,000,000 



Waieli formed a total of -•-»-».. 6,417,000 
Jen tor the, service of the Srate, so that at the close 
of tfic late extensive, loog and expensive war, there 
eawined a disposable surplus fund much larger 
bin at it* commencement. 



TJie sinking fund, which now produced 
upwards of eleven millions, did not yield 
at that period more than 1,300,0001. It 
was true that we now had a debt of 050 
millions, and that it only amounted to 
250, at the time of the breaking out of 
the revolutionary war. We had in addi- 
tion an unfunded debt that must be pro- 
vided for. But to meet that expense, we 
bad 20,000,000 of war taxes. If it were 
possible to reduce our expenditure to 
what it was at the commencement of the 
war, then we should have ample means 
in our power to encounter it; but it must 
be evident to every one, that such a re- 
duction was impracticable, and that ex- 
ertions n*ust beiuade to meet what could 
not be avoided. The expense of the 
peace establishment would depend upon 
the wisdpm of Parliament; he wished 
its most deliberate attention should be 
given to the subject But it would be 
unfair to look merely at what the peace 
establishment cost formerly, and not to 
take into consideration nyliat was now 
really wanted. An augmentation of ex- 
pense was rendered unavoidable at pre- 
sent, by many circumstances connected 
with the prosperity and greatness of the 
empire. We must of necessity augment 
•ur Military Establishment, on. account 
•f .the increase of our Colonies. Malta, 
the Cape o Good Hope, several impor- 
tant islands in the East and West Indies, 
bid been added to our dominions; and 
a great extent of services had been provi- 
ded by Parliament, which it did not de- 
pend on Government to reduce. Amongst 
these might be mentioned the eix pence of 
tbe> ball-pay allowance, and the widows' 
pensions, which alone would not fall 
much short of the whole amount of our 
military establishment at the beginning 



of the war. It must likewise be fcecolleo- 
ted, that after twenty years" of actual 
service, the state of our Havy required 
very extensive repairs. Respecting the 
peace establishment, he did not^think he 
should be ahle to bring it under 18 or 
19 millions, including the Irish establish- 
ment. He should be happy to find 
another year,' that a greater reduction 
should be practicable. The present calcu- 
lation would allow two millions for Ire- 
land, and 17 for Great Britain. 

To meet the annual sura, he would take 
from the Anuual Tuxes and Consoli- 
dated Fund, nearly ' 6,000,000 

He would continue War Taxes to the 
amount of 6,500,000 

And would levy additional Taxes to 
an amouut of about 5,000,000 



17,500,000 



Making in all 

There would then only remain two mil- 
lions to be provided for Ireland. The 
expense of the Loan for the present year 
and the charge of the unfunded debt, 
would also still be to be defrayed. If it 
were possible to reduce the amount of 
the peace establishment to 13,000,0001. 
which was at this moment' utterly im- 
practicable, still the taxes which he had 
mentioned would be ; necessary. k He 
thought them preferable to making an 
application to the sinking fund.— * 
Every gentleman in the house must be 
aware of the expenses which a long war 
entailed upon a nation. These it required 
time to liquidate. After the contest with 
America was closed, it was not until 
1786 that Parliment took the Peace Esta- 
blishment seriously into consideration, 
and even as late as 1791 the Committee 
reported expenses incurred on the account 
of the war. Therefore he thought he spoke 
within compass, when he said that it 
would scarcely be practicable to wind up 
the Peace establishment in less than four 
years from the present time. Until 1S19, 
therefore, it would be necessary to have 
resort to funding Exchequer Bills, or 
Loans ; and, to meet the charges which 
those would occasion 9 with new taxes. In 
this he had the example of Mr. Pitt, who 
as early as the year 1784, proposed by 
anticipation to form a fund to liquidate 
the debt then funding. There was also the 
unfunded debt, the cirarge for which was 
also to be provided for, as well as for that 
which was funded. The first resource to 
meet this expenditure might have beer 
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t&e continuance of the war taxes, which 
weuld hare expired last Christmas, bad 
tfceyr not then, beeir renewed till next 
Juiyv There were some that had' since 
expired; such- as these ou the Export oi 
British Manufactures, and on goods 
ewrried coastways; These he did not in- 
tend to renew,, and if he did/* their 
nmotmf would not have been consider- 
able. Neither did he propose to continue 
the duty ou cotton wool, if imported in 
British ships* Th» provision, he thought, 
ttas^ but a fair encouragement to our 
planters, and no one could contemplate 
it with any* regret He would not read 
over the list of taxes; they were familiar to 
every one; he Would state their total 
amount, which for the year finishing in 
January 181 5, consisted of 9,857,000/. 
From thi& were to he deducted 2,750,000/. 
ffOd 630,000/. for taxes which had al- 
Iteariy expired; He should propose to con- 
.ttaue only out of the rest to the amount 
•f 0,513,000/.— He sllould now proceed 
ta- the new taxes- which he had in view. 
He thought he should gratify the curiosity 
cf the House if he did not bring them 
forward irr the usual order, but come at 
•nee to the Assessed Taxes, ou*vhich 
the attention" of most people seemed to 
be fixed. He should not propose any ad- 
dition to the duty on windows hv inha- 
bited houses; lie knew it \*as a tax most 
inconvenient, fo- the middling classes, 
whom it vis hia most sieceie wish V> 
relieve as effectually as possible. Hut he 
v.ould lay sf duty on new objects, to be 
included in the denomination, of windows 
— ^he meant green-hcu&esv hot-houses, 
tnd coBservatorieSy which had hitherto 
paid co duties. The assessment would be 
made on a superficial measure of gla*s, of 
46 feet, which should be deemed equal 
to a* window. The rate would net be pjo- 
g'/03st\e r but would not exceed 3s. Od. 
p*r- uiitdowY Thus 2 au extent ef glass, 
t6> feet broad By 12 in height, would pay 
i$OQ the whole a/. 7s. (iU. Is o one, he 
t suited, would consider such a tax ob- 
jtu tionaSle^— (J?( at, hear t) Coiukieting 
[\\k % eat advantages which traders- would 
H^r Vj from the opening of the Euicpcso 
JK r,? y JJ $ rtie revival of peace a»d cem~ 
mereiar relations throughout the world, 
he C»o*tfl;f they miglit tairly be brou^hi 
to contribute more than they had done to 
Hie pui he tfti Vice, He should tfcmfeie 
propose* that shops and warehouse* 
•4tv*14 pa> U,e sujhe ptoyortionrtte ttuty 



**?.kY,. 




"oi 8s. 6d. per window. This assessment 
would not jet admit, of very accurate 
estimate; but it was calculated it 

would produce 50,000/* a year. 

The neu tax* should affect the rates of 
inhabited houses in a scale of- aug- 
mentation, forming an increase of thirty 
per cent, on the present taxes. The rents 
of warehouses should be subjected to 
the same impost. The produce of the 
tax upon bouses. Mas estimated at 
300,500/. and, that on warehouses at 
150,G00/. The next would be laid on 
servants snd carriages, and would be a 
more eon-iderable and progressive in- 
crease of 80 to 90 per cent, if any Gen- 
tleman should object to such an aug- 
mentation, he begged of him to recolltct 
what proportion it bore to the Property 
Tax. 'the produce of this tax on ser- 
vants, exclusive of these in tiade, was 
calculated at 410,000/. a year. The lat- 
ter wculd not" produce so large a sum, 
the estimate was a bent 148,000/. The 
impost on cami\ces t at a rate of a! out 
75 per cent, would produce, it was* 
thought, 3C0,«:O0/: r i nat on the horses 
of pleasure, tor* he should refrain from 
taxing those for husbandry, would bring 
at the rate cf BO per cent, about 
(J#2,50C/. The new duty en trade horse* 
would only be 4o j-er cent*, acd wonl4 
produce H5,£0o/. Ifcat on dogs, at 3'J 
[:er cenU would yield 105,600/., and that 
en game eeitihcatcs, 42,o00/, Bache- 
lors had hitherto pawl an additioualduty 
on servants only: they should now pay 
an increase of 5.) per cent both on ser-* 
vants and carriages and horses. The 
produce of this tax? was* expected to 
amount to 120.000/. and the icitnl of the. 
new Assessed Taxes to 9,500,000/;- lie; 
should now proceed to the additions he; 
intended- to make to tkcW Mr 'J axes v hich 
were to be retained, lie should propose 
an additions*, duty on tobaece, on vhq 
ground that the peace wjtli Ameriy* 
would necesswriry vender the price of that 
article very low, and' enable it to bear »• 
fresh duty of nearly Dd, in the poucfi r 
at the rate of 2d. tbrte~farthin£s per 
pound paid to the cu»toms, and Cd, ^s« 
pound paid to the excise, * hich tvw'iV; 
jointly produce 300,000/. The e*e»$r 
duties on- wine should also* experks**^ 
an isicrease of 20/.- per -tun, nnKcH* 
would yiekfc a revenue of^ 600,oc«*ft, 
anilualfy! The next tax • would m& 
f r-exleapi be* tofcobjectictn^*' It r^ifp*& 
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press bard upon the persons whom it«* however, would be * subsequent cousin 
concerned, but it was an object which deration. 



bad scarcely experienced any increase 
during tbe whole of the late protracted 
war. He meant licences to dealers in 
excisable articles. A duty of fifty per 
cent progressive upon these would 
produce 300,000/. It would certainly 
•be unequal in its pressure, but , by a 
reference to the 43d of the King, c. 65, 
it would be found that what he proposed 
" was moderate* The whole of the new 
taxes under the head of the Excise 
would yield to the country 060,000/. a 
year. He would sow proceed to imposts 
of a different description. The first 
would not be ▼ery considerable, and 
tins was not the first time that it had 
been thought o£ though it had never yet 
been entirely adopted. As early as 
1788, it was proposed that one penny 
should be pakf on every newspaper sent 
by post. This had been carried into 
effect with respect to papers forwarded 
by the Two-penny post, but not by the 
General: for it was supposed that any 
thing that would check the circulation 
of papers would have an injurious ten- 
dency. But he was certain that no one 



A* sessse Tabu, vis. 
Inhabited House Puty, 30 per 

cent. $96,000 

Progressive Servants' Tax, 60 

to 90 par cent 308,500 

Under Gardener*, fee. varioet 101,400 
Trade SerranU and Serf ante 

for hire, varioas . • • 148.000 
Carriage*, about 75 per cent. 363,000 
Homes for pleasure, about 80 

per cent. 632,500 

_„. _. Trade Horses, about 40 per 

who indulged in the luxury of reading cent 95,500 

a London Paper, a luxury with which d^, about 30 per csat. . 10W00 
aA were well acquainted, would deprive 



The total essimated amount 
of the new measures which he has already 
proposed, was 3,728,0001 

For the better information of the Com- 
mittee, he would repeat in a more con- 
nected form the statements which he had 
made, enumerating the various articles* 
describing the rate of duty, and the pro* 
bable produce, viz. 

a ate, moocrcB. 

Customs— Tobacco, ijd. perlb. . . . SfO^OOO 
Excise— Tobucco, 4kK perlb. 150,000 
Licence s Doubfc fixed Rates 

30 per cent, progressive • 300,000 
Wine— *U. per ton • . * 300,000 
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himself of that enjoyment for the sake 
of saving one penuy. He should appre- 
hend, however, that Members of Parlia- 
ment would contrive to receive their 
newspapers free of postage. {Here a 
general cry of No, no,, arose, and Mr, 
Whitbread said across the table, " Tax 
" Members.") As it eappeared to be tbe 
universal sense ofh th House got to avail 
themselves of their prerogatives on this 
occasion, be would make no exception 
jn their favour in this duty, which was 
calculated to produce 50,000/. a year. 
It was not. his intention to propose any 
further vote with respect to the Post 
"Office that night; but other measures 

kwere in contemplation, which he should 
reafter submit to tbe judgment of 
rliament. These, however, would not 
aflect the inland revenue. They would 
refer to the etsablishment of a regular 
conveyance of letters to the East Indies, 
and to an imroveuient in the measures 
adopted last session with respect to to- 
B£n and other ship letters, from which 
he expected that the revenue would de- 
rive an augmentation of 75,000L This, 



Game Certificates, ditto • *%Qp0 
Msw^vtim. 

tyindo*s in Warehouse* and 
Hot-nouses, Se. 64. per wipe 
dow m . • . f • • 50,090 

Kent of Warehouses* {same as 

Uouset 150,000 

Bachelors— 53 per cent. addi- 
tional on Seryants, Carriages 
and Horses . . . ♦ * 120,000 



Post Office— td. 09 each 

Newspaper . . » . , 50*000 

East India and .Foreign Post* 
aga Regulation , • • 75,000 



S,50*00» 



l«3,00fr 



3,728,000 

But he bad already said, that be should 
propose taxes to the amount of five mil. 
lions. He would now therefore state to 
the Committee what other measures) 
were in contemplation, and the reason for 
the delay in submitting them to Parlia- 
ment, It was intended to propose a 
considerable and proportionate increase 
of the Stamp Duties, (with the exception 
of thoscjon law proceedings) fcoiu whicit 
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it was expected that an additional reve- 
nue' of 7 or 800,0*01. would be derived; 
lint, as the Committee must be well aware, 
tfc new Schedule ou a subject so compli- 
cated, could not be prepared without 
considerable delay. — Supposing that this 
new proposition would be productive 
to 1 the amount which he had described, 
there would remain about 606,0001. still 
to* be raised ;, and he trusted, that in re- 
viewing the existing system of bounties 
and drawback*, Parliament might rind 
tfce means, of obtaining this sum. In the 
article of printed cottons for instance, 
the bounties were rendered uuuecessary 
by the prosperity pf the manufacture. 
The bounties- demanded, were in some 
cases so extensive, that although be was 
reluctant to suspect the existence of 
fraud, there was reason for circumspec- 
tion and enquiry. (The Right Honoura- 
ble Gentleman made some further obser- 
vations on this subject, and on the draw- 
backs on sugar, &*c. but in a tone of voice 
*o low as to prevent us from accurately 
» ollccting His meaning.)- He came now 
fo say a few words on an article of very 
Extensive consumption in this country^* 
tie meant beer. A few years ego a great 
increase took place in the price of beer. 
The publitf were convinced that the pre- 
sent price was greater than it ought to 
be^ and that if it were continued, the 
country had a fair title to. participate in 
the advantages which must consequently 
r.ceruc. lie was ; very unwilling, how- 
ever, to appear to increase the charge 
of an article of so great necessity; and 
he would- much rather, by t§e hint 
which he had thrown out, be the means 
of diminishing the existing price. \ie 
wa» aware fi»ai ir\ cases of th^s nature it 
was a delicate matter for Government 
to interfere between the producer and 
the consumer* but having been* a party 
to the former increase of price, and ha- 
> ing uo difficulty in* saying tlw^t in* bis 
opinion'- the present price was. exorbitant, 
be did not wish to be cousidered respon- 
sible for it. — ILe uos. now about to sub- 
mit to the. Committer his snJ&esflorfs with 
respect to the provision for the charges 
<>Y the Loony "Omi of The nnranded debt. 
Adverting 'to 'the sum' br the hands of 
the ComriiSstfionrrs for the reduction o% 
ffte National Debt, he observed tliat he 
had ofl a foFmc? occasion stated that it 
might be advisable on the restoration 
'of pe:ace r to reserve a portion of that 



sum for the purpose pf liquidating the 
immediate and pressing e^peoces of the ' 
winding up of the war. He now, however, 
thought that it would be more beneficial 
to allow the Sinking Fund to increase for 
four years at compound interest, with- 
out any reserve or deduction whatever; 
in which case it would produce 
150,000,000/. a sum t^at Mould be 
capable of redeeming the whole funded 
debt (if it were thought advisable wholly 
to redeem it; in 45 years ; which would 
be within the limits prescribed by 
Mr. Pitt's act. It was peculiarly desira- 
ble, so .recently after the cessation of' 
hostilities, to avoid trenching on so 
important a resource, an^ one whkb 
could be converted into the means of 
enabling us to meet an unforeseen and 
sudden contingency. The ferment into 
which Europe had been . thrown was 
scarcely canned; the mijitary ardour 
which had been so prevalent was scarcely 
abated. In this point of view the lapse 
of a little time might I c of the greatest 
importance. Kvery \car, every mouth, 
rendered stronger the probability of a 
continuance of peace. At the expiro- 
tiou of tour yearsr-having prudently re- 
served to ourselves during that period 
the power of answering any unexpected 
but imperious demand— r \ve should then, 
in greater security, have an opportunity to 
consider of the best mode of availing' 
ourselves of all the resources which we* 
possessed for lightening the burthen* 
of the country. The committee and the- 
country must be well aware, that the 
best security for peace was to shew that 
we were perfectly prepared tW war. By 
a continuance of the Property Tax, anil 
by an abstinence from the Sinking Fund, 
we should every year strengthen our 
hands; and as on the one hand he trusted 
we should exhibit a moderation equal to 
our power, so on the other we should 
lay a foundation tor the attainment of a 
force that w?s be>t calculated to preserve- 
us hi- undisturbed tranquillity. That 
very night would, deliver the country 
from an ' annual taxation of nine 

I millions; and not only would the* 
relief' be' directly ad\antageous to thoM* 
by whom it would be felt, but in the 
I expenditure of the money thus saved by 
the people, a large portion of it wouic* 
circtututfejy, but \«i certainly, find it* 
way into the public Treasury," and thutf 
contribute to the Strength of the State' 
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The gradual but steady increase of the 
revenue was also a subject of gratifying 
contemplation. Ou tiie 6th of April', 
1814, the total amount of the revenue 
for the year, (exclusive of the Property 
TAx) was 48,436,000/. Jn the preceding 
year the revenue (with the same exclusi- 
on) did not amount to 37,030,000/. 1 so 
that in that year there was iin increase 
of about 1,800'000/. At Christmas 
last the revenue for the year (ex- 
elusive of the Property Tax) was £1,- 
211,000/. being an increase of near 
3,000,0001. This progress of the public 
revenue Mould teud materially to re- 
lieve the public burl liens ; and here he 
could not refrain from congratulating 
the committee and the country en having 
a f hived the great object of the arduous 
struggle in which they had been engaged, 
with the resources of the country iu a 
state of such strength and hope. He 
weil recollected that at the first dinner 
which Mr. Pitt gave alter the commence- 
ment of the contest, Mr. Burke filled a 
glass of wine and drank "Success to this 
hmg war!*' The Company in general 
were not prepared for this expression, 
'*. long/' conceiving that the war would 
soon be terminated ; and some of them 
hfcvrag expressed their surprise, Mr. 
Durke continued—" i say this long and 
sanguinary war; for such it must be, 
Dtarate, et xosmet rebus nervate secundis. y 
Let • duraie* be your motto," The per- v 



Tax, which Mr. Porta*.!, pt the Hamp- 
shire Meeting, called a highwayman s-tax. 
but which Mr. V'ANsiTTAETsaid, it had 
enabled vs to effect the deliverance of 
Europe. What would this deliverance 
appear to be, if Mr. Portall's definition 
were taken iuto account] It is very true, 
however, that the Pope has been de- 
livered, that the Jesuit $ have been de- 
liveied, that the Dominicans have been 
delivered (except in France), that the 
Hcly- Inquisition has been delivered, that 
Genoa has been delivered vp, that Itafy 
h&s shared the same rate, that Saxony aucl 
Poland and Relgir.m are all likely to un- 
dergo the same kind of delivtraiwc. The 
ISuurbons, two have been delivered ; but 
the people cf France do not seem to have 
been delivered of their means of surpassing 
us in agricultural produce, uor of their 
means of canning on manufactories 
upon an extensive scale. They are not 
\et delivered offhe Code Napclecu, nor 
of theirsufferings from the want of ty'tbes. 
monks, ga belies, corvees, and feudal 
tenures and vassalage, It is, however, 
very good to hear, that the successes of 
the war are to be attributed to our tans, 
though it may not be so palatable to the 
heroes who have been personally engaged 
in that war. It may vex (hem to hear it 
asserted, that we owe our victories to the 



severance which that great man recom- 
mended had been undeviating adopted ; 
jmd never had the efforts of airy state 
been crowned with more complete tri- 
umph. The Right Hon. Gentleman con- 
cluded by moving his first Resolution. 

There was nothing in the debate worthy 
of the smallest notice. No one objected 
to the proposed taxes, as being the means 
of supporting a standing army in time of 
peace ; no one found fault of the intention 
to keep up, in time of peace, ail the war 
taxes except the property-tax ; no one, 
hi short, nor any single word, at all in- 
teresting lo any man, who has a regard 
for the principles of our ancient laws and 
fcovermneu'i. —There was nothing but ra- 
ti'/; nothing at all, that came to any in- 
teresting point. Therefore, I shall only 
Iwve to remark on the Budget-speech it- 
self— The Chancellor of the Exchequer 
began by an eulogium on the Property 



purse} and the assersion <\i>es indeed, 
seem to justify the plaintive allusion, in 
ithc Hampshire Petition, to the new 
j Knights (J the Bath ; for, really, if our 
warlike successes be to be attributed to 
our purse, is seems but just, that those 
who rilled that purse, should share 
in the honours which are the reward of 
those victories. The Older of Taxation, 
seems, therefore, to be fully justified ou 
the assertion of these gentlemen, and why 
should we not have it?— Of the fact, 
however, I have not the least doubt. I 
have always been "of opinion, that 
the taxes of England won the vic- 
tories ; and, indeed, so have the 
French always said. They, to do them 
justice, acknowledged, from the com- 
mencement of the war with us, that it wat 
our money that beat them. They used to 
call it " t or de Pitt," Pitts gold; and 
our present doctrine seems fully to tally 
with tlrat assertion. Yes, it certainly was 
the English taxes that overthrew Napo- 
leon, and that restored Ferdinand th$ 
beloved, and the Pope. Talk of the to* . 
sac ks indeed ! They, to be sure, carried 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



243] 



POLITICAL REGISTER.— 73* Budget. 



t244 



the lances, and the javelins ; but what 
urged them? The taxes of England. 
Let this always be. clearly understood. 
It was the English money that did the 
thing in Europe, and that would have 
done the thing in America, if the Hert- 
ford Knights could have had their wish. 
In that hemisphere, however, it certainly 
has not been so potent, though, as we 
are told, the taxes of last year were 
greater than ever. In spite of all our 
paying, we have certainly been defeated 
id our attempts on the other side of the 
Atlantic. To the exceeding mortifica- 
tion of every one who really feels for the 
naval renown of England, there is now as 
much boasting about the capture of one 
American Frigate by two English Fri- 
gates as there used to be about eur cap- 
turing of a whole fleet, by a force of two 
thirds of that of any enemy, Ob, shame I 
-r-It is very natural fur us to be glad, 
that one of those terrible Frigates has 
been taken and added to our navy; 
but, to make a boast of it ? This is the 
vexatiaus fact. To boast, that two 
of our frigates, followed closely by others 
of our ships, have taken one American 
frigate, is past all bearing. One would 
think, that the very frame of our minds 
must have undergone a great change. — 
The most material part of the speech it 
that, in which Mr. Vansittart speaks of 
being ready for a new war. He does 
not seem to imagine, that other nations 
will be ready to go to war as well as we ; 
and he seems to forget, that, if we go to 
war again, there will be no Jacobin cry 
to urge us on ; and that if we attempt our 
blockades, and impressments, and orders 
in council, however^W, (for I will have 
no dispute about that) we shall have 
America with, perhaps, a hundred pub- 
lic ships of war, of ail sizes, against us: 
The Chancellor seems to have forgotten 
this feet ; yet, a fact it is, and a very 
important one too. This danger, the 
greatest that England ever knew, we owe 
to the American war ; a war which I la- 
boured so bard to prevent, and which I 
&aid would create an American navy. It 
has done that deed, and has thereby ren- 
dered it necessary for us to keep a much 
larger naval force in constant readiness.; 
and, of course lias entailed upon us an 

enormous expence. We are, it seems, 

to have loan* in time of peace. * I said 
we should. My gropositions were these ; 



The War Taxes must all be continued. 

The freeholders must go unpaid, 

The army must be disbanded, and the 
navy reduced to the state of 1?&6, 

There must be new taxes equal ia 
amount to the war taxes, 

OR, 

There must be loans in time of peace. 

A middle course has been pursued, 
Part of the war taxes are to be continued, 
and we are to have loans in time of 
peace, a thing quite unprecedented in 
our history. — But,, this is, in fact, of 
no consequence at all to the people. 
It is the employment of the taxes ; the 
power they give to those who rule us ; 
the effect they have in debasing the spi- 
rit and morals of the people ; their ter- 
rible effect upon public liberty ; this is 
the only light, in which it is worth the 
while of any rational man to view the 

taxes. The addition to the assessed 

taxes will produce very little, if the symp- 
toms I have seen are to be judged by. 
Those who kept two horses, will, in one 
half of the cases, keep but one. Ser- 
vants and Dogs will be turned out of 
doors very fast, and chariots and gigs 
will fell in abundance. I do not think, 
that, upon these articles, any addition, 
will be raised. The taxes upon hot-* 
bouses will weigh against the tax ttpoa 
glass ; which will also be diminished by 
a further closing up of windows, — The, 
tax upon newspapers will make each, 
paper cost in tax fourpeuce halfpenny, 
and payment to the news-man, three 
pence. — But, this will produce little^ 
though it is so heavy on the article; for 
if one paper out of every seven, is laid 
down in consequence of it, the gain to 
the treasury is nothing at all ; and there, 
will be a corresponding falling off in the 
paper tax. Out of die sixpence halt- 
penny, which the news-man now receives, 
the Government has already received,' 
in stamp duty, about 4-pence. This 
was pretty well ; but, in tact, it is no 

matter.- —Mr. Vansittart hinted 

at the deamess of BEER. Will he say, 
that the Government does not now re- 
ceive 3d, three-farthings out of the 6d« 
for which a pot of beer is sold ? M j 
ale is not loaded with beer duty, and yet, 
in every quart of it {hat I drink, I drink 
about two pence halfpenny in tax, ii* 
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summer time Fswallowone penny-farthing 
m tai at almost every draft, exclusive of 
the taxes which reach the barley, through 
the land, the assessed taxes, the lea- 
ther, the salt, the soap, the candles, 
&c. &c. of the fanner. If I belonged 
to the Company of Brewers, I would 
publish an answer to this " hint,** and 
would shew a the labouring clashes," 
in whose bel^if the gentleman testified 
*0 much consideration, how large a part 
of the price of their beer consisted in 
taxes. This would be paying him in 
. bis own coin. Aud I. would shew, too, 
that those who are able to brew their 
own beer, pay no beer tax, and only a tax 
on the malt, which latter is sufficiently 
heavy*, and b, in great part, a war tax 
too ; but is now to be continued, it seems 
in time of peace. However, it must be 
confessed, that the rabble, who were like 
to squeeze and stink to death " Alexan- 
der the Deliverer," aud "Old Blucher," 
ought not to grudge to swallow taxes 
in their beer, since it was. these taxes, 
which, as we^ are now told, procured 
them the pleasure of seeing and embracing 
those worthy personages.— If you could 
take this class of persons, one by one, 
agd' clearly explain to them whither goes 
the 6d. which they pay for a pat ef beer, 
M5J*at a surprising turn it would give to 
their minds! Or, if there was an Excise? 
man in each public house, to receive 
from every purchaser of a pot of beer, 
the government part of the price, that 
woum make the matter delightfully clear. 
Then, and not till then, should we hear 
these people talking about the taxes in a 
rational way. — But, as government are 
much too wise to adopt this mode of col- 
lection, we must expect to see such 
" hinW as that of Mr.Vansittart received 
with great gratitude. How he must have 
laughed to himself when he conceived 
the notfon of throwing out such a hint! 
Of stepping in between the makers and 
drinkers of beer! What a sight to see! A 
ration so besotted as receive this as an 
act of favour at the bands of the govern- 
ment; and the impudent hirelings of the 
press have the profligacy to say, that the 
public are indebted to die minister for 
(juting* lowered the price of this neces- 
sary u£ life! I do believe, that it is impos 
tifcle to prodoc* a similar instance of na* 
IWraafc (itlt*k)ttv 



Cheap Corn. 



Mr. Cobbbtt. — Pardon an intruder, 
more especially one who sets his face 
against all that has been said or written 
on this subject. It appears to him, 
according to the old and vulgar proverb, 
that you have all got the wrong sow by 
the ear. Each writer and speaker seems 
to vie with his neighbour which shall best 
elude the true statement of the case. 
The one affirms, that by keeping the 
bread dear, the poor will be better fed. 
Another says, that agriculture wants en* 
couragement, at the expense of the ma* 
nufacturer and the poor labourer. Some 
have asserted that the arable part of the 
country is small compared to the popu- 
lation. Others state, that the newly en- 
closed lands had been very expensive to 
those who have obtained them. Honest 
folks ! They then have robbed the poor 
of their patrimony, without profit to 
themselves ; nay with a certain loss. But 
there has been, as yet, only one of them 
honest enough to hint at the real cause 
of the evil. He is made to say, that he 
himself was in possession of an estate 
which formerly rented at six hundred a ' 
year. A short time since the lease ex- 
pired, and it was let at double the a- 
mount. Here then, Mr. Cobbett, is the 
mystery explained. These gentlemen have 
each more than doubled their income by 
rack-renting their tenants, who now look 
to their landlord ,for support, aud the 
decision is left to these very men, who 
by their rapacity gave birth to the com- 
plaint, that the farmer cannot afford to 
grow cheap .corn. No more can they, 

as they now live.' Another, trifling 

cause, entirely overlooked, or carefully 
concealed, is the consolidation of a num- 
ber of small farois into one large one— 
extremely convenient, to be Mire, for the 
landholder, and very profitable to the 
rich farmer — The. one receives his rent- 
with less trouble from an individual in 
aiBuence, than from a number of poor 
tenants who may depend for their profit* 
solely on their industry, and not, like the 
rich tenant, on the success of speculation. 
— To be convinced of the truth of this, 
let the reader travel the kingdom round* 
tie will soon learn, that the little farms 
are consolidated into one great fa rip, and 
that the littlp farmers have, in conse- 
quence, either left the country, or now* 
I work (perhaps • on what was once their 
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own farmd) as day labourers, Let him 
next step into one of these large farm 
bouses ; be will no longer see the farmer's 
daughter*, Madge or Dolly, feeding the 
pigs, fetching in the cows, making them, 
or churning or making cheese, while the 
ola* mother and grand mother arc teaching 
the younger branches to knit coarse yarn 
stockings for feather, and brothers, and 
sisters— No, no: he will find the young 
ladies in a back parlour, playing upon 
the forte piano, drawing or embroidering, 
perhaps making themselves up new, caps 
or. dresses to appear in at the next county 
ball. The old mare 'with a pillion is also 
discarded for, a gig, chaise, or curricht ; 
and the young gentleman, the farmer's 
son, instead of thick high shoes well 
studded with hobnails, with a snjock 
frocli, an l carters whip on his shoulder, 
now jipurt* his military-cut-upper-coat of 
guperfiue, lined with silk, his Wellington 
boots,his jemmy rattan.and his bit of blood 
—The ox cheek and leg of beef, and suet 
dumplin of ancient times, .have given 
wav to Modern Delicacies; and if one 
of the Misses happens to be remarkably 
notable, it is possible she may superin- 
tend the Pastry, the Jellies, the Blanc- 
mange, Arc &c. How can such Farmers 
afford to grow cheap Corn ? 

But the Taxes— true ; but Gentlemen 
landholders, how came these taxes 1 
You Gentlemen Landholders, have the 
exclusive privilege of sitting in Parlia- 
ment • You have cor.seated to these 
Taxes. — Did you represent the Land 
or the InhabiUnt&l If it was the inha- 
bitants, have you done them justice? 
What advantage, what; compensation, 
have they received, or aie they to receive 
from these taxes 1 — Speak out:— have' 
these taxes of your own imposing, have 
they not been to your own profit] — Pay 
them then yourselves, after consolidating 
all the land of the country in your own 
Ijands— all the wealth in your own pock- 
et _ls it not a nefarious attempt to 
make the poor, those who have not one 
foot of land— rthose who live by labour 
and industry, those whom one week's sick- 
ness semis to the work-house, those who 
toil all day that you may game and revel 
all night, those who are ihe bulk of the 
nation, and, we may add, the least vicious 
of any— Startle not, Gentlemen :— it is 
truth "that guides my pen— Is it not a ne- 
farious, attempt to make such men eat 
dear bread ? If sacrifices are to be made, 



make them yourselves. Lower yout 
rents. Divide your huge farms into 
small ones. Encourage the little former's 
industry. Pay the major part of the 
taxe3 yourselves, as you alone have bene- 
fitted by their imposition. Let the pub* 
lie eat cheap bread. Retrench all your 
own unnecessary expenses, and throw 
the savings into the public purse. 

Awstipes. 

Mr Cobbktt. — As I am a Farmer, 
I wish to svy, Low much I approve of 
your remark * mv° n ^,e Corn Bill. No- 
thing can be more correct than your 
views of this subject. It is not the 
farmer who wants a Corq Law, but the 
Government, that it may be able to 
raise taxes, which are to support a 
standing army n and a system of bribery 
and corruption. But as we do not want . 
a standing army in time of peace with 
all the world, and as we do not want 
a system of corruption, at any time, 
so taxes ought' not to be raised for these 
unconstitutional purposes. It is against 
the taxes then that the farmers should 
meet to petition, and at the same time 
should connect with their petitions a 
reform in the representation, the want of 
which, has been, and still is the cause of 
all our grievances civil and religious. I do 
not wish to repeat what you have already 
said so often and so well upon this sub\ 
ject. You have shewn that we can do. 
with less taxes, and without loans, 
and without Com Bills. And I be- 
lieve it to be the real interest of everjj 
farmer, to oppose instead of supporting 
a Corn Bill. Your's, &c. 

G. G. FonmiAM. 
Feb. 20. 1815. 

P. S. In your last Register you ob- 
serve, that if any addition is made to 
your assessed taxes, you shall only keep 
one good horse and five or six dogs, 
as being necessaries of life. 1 cannot 
comprehend how the six dogs are neces- 
cessarics of life, unless you intend to 
put them to plough to save the horse tax. 

•■ * ' ■ 'i t 

Legion of Honour. 

Sir, — I am a good deal astonished at 

the extraordinary defence of the New 

Legion of Honour, which your correa-. 

ipondent, Pi C. has thought proper to 

\make in vour last number. He considers 
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that body as having been most cruelly 
attacked, by the name of Major General 
Digby Hamilton having been added to 
the list a£ its most respectable members. 
P. C. states this not to be the case, but 
he himself confesses that the Major Ge- 
neral did apply for admission; there- 
fore, at least, there was certainly some 
foundation for the report. P. C. very sa 
tirically compares the Major General's- 
claims to those of the Under City Mar- 
shall, Mr. Nalder, on the ground of " «r- 
" rices." Now, Sir, I beg leave to be dis- 
tinctly understood, that there are various 
sorts of " services," for which this " deco- 
" ration," is bestowed: — there are military 
services, diplomatic services, pen and ink 
services, Horse Guards strvices, back door 
services, negotiation services, procuration 
services, cum multiis aliis, too numerous 
to mention ; so that the worthy Major 
General may have very eminently distin- 
guished himself " tit his way," and may 
bave as good a title to the " decoration" 
as the Duke of Wellington himself. The 
Drum Boy, is, in his line, a great warrior; 
have no doubt, that the Major 



pounds a year? But so it is, I fear; and 
the poor Major General will of course, 
be obliged to put down his carriages, and 
to lose his coachmen and footmen and 
their pretty pink liveries, who, of course, 
if the " Royal Waggon Train" is dis- 
banded as is expected, these servants, 
being " Royal Waggoners," will be dis- 
charged from the public service ; and if 
kept in the Major GeneraFs service, must 
be so at his own expense. You reformers 
are sad men, Mr. Cobbett? What a deal 
of miseh'ef you are about to entail upon 
this valuable ofhoer,by your meanness iu 
thinking of a few hundreds of thousands 
of pounds ] I know, in your \vay<, paltry 
you will be calculating how many fami- 
lies might be supported by the pay and al- 
lowances,seen and unscen,a!lo>ved and not 
allowed, permitetdand not permitted, but 
possessed by the Major General ; and will 
ask, in your impertinent manner, what ha 
does, or has done, to deserve such ample 
reward, while so many very meritorious 
officers without arras or legs*&c. ojc.&c 
are sent to cultivate their health in whole- 
some retirement, in Wales and the High- 
lands of Scotland, where alone their little 
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General could unfold as brilliant a list of 

achievements in his escutcheon, as any j pittance can provide them with potatoes 
one of the " Knights Grand Crosses" of and small beer. But, Sir, your corre- 



the Order. Every man in his vocation: 
The Major General has not been a war 
man; he has laboured peaceably at home, 
and has done wonders/ For, as your 
correspondent observes, he contrives to 
continue " on,pctmancnt pay," with " tern- 
* l porary' 9 rank. I . am sorry, however, 
Sir, to be obliged to inform you, that I 
have beard, from unquestionable autho- 
rity, that it is the intention of one of 
those most awful " Jacobins" Mr. Whit- 
bread, Mr. Ponsonbv, Sir Francis Bur- 
dett, or some other of the " vile crew" to 
object to the continuance of the tempora- 
ry rank Major General s " permanent " 
Corps. . How cruel this will be ! Poor 
man ! to deprive him of the sweet little 
country box at Croydon Barracks, and of 
the little comforts of coals, candles, hay, 
straw, and corn; to say nothing of his 
nice garden, and farm yard, and of the 
convenience of bringing up all these 
•• comforts" to Cleveland Row, in a co- 
vered waggon, drawn by four horses ! 
Surely Mr. Whitbread could not be so 
crvW as to begrudge the "Major General" 



spondeut, P. C. who dates his Letter from 
tne Horse Guards, and of whose identity 
I can give a shrewd gues*, can, if he 
pleases, unfold the whole story, and *hew 
you that the " Majcr General" has 
claims, tchich cannot be dispvted. If I 
am wrong, I call upon him to put roe 
right ; ami I am sure your candour and 
love of truth is too great not to give in- 
sertion' to whatever explanation he may 
think fit to make. That he will do which 
forthwith is the earnest wish of your sin- 
cere and fervent admirer, 

PnrLo Cms, 



On Religious Pj£R$jsc€t1on. 
lettek vii. 

Remember that the disorders of the Soul are n# 
*' lo be cured by force and violence." 
Cardinal de Camus.— Pastoral Insl ructions. 163&. 

Contirimd from page 217. 

Our Prince (acting for his father) 
is the sovereign head of the church, 
or state religion of this country, and 



these trifling enjoyments/ particularly I " Defender of the Faith. " ' This 
when they do not cost the country more J faith is a branch of a system called 
l)ian two or three hundred thousand » christian, /torn the name of it* founder, 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



SM-1 



POLITICAL REGISTER.— On Retigictu Persecution. 



im 



and first - instituted, xas the almanack* 
tell us, about 1815 years ago. 

Whatever might have been the opin- 
ions of tlte early professors of this reli- 
gion, we at the present day, that is, the 
great bulk of Christians in this country, 
believe, that the great Author of Nature, 
iu order to redeem his creatures from a 
portion of tbe N disgrace entailed upon 
them, in consequence of their first pa- 
rents eating some fruit from a forbidden 
tree, he begot, in a supernatural manner, 
a son upon the body of a young woman, 
who was betrothed to an old man. That 
this immaculate conception was brought 
about by the instrumentality of the. Holy 
Gho*t,an incorporeal spiritual personage, 
sometimes represented as appearing in 
the shape of a Dove, and sometimes in 
various other forms. We believe also 
in a doctrine called the Trinity, said to 
have been established about the third 
centuryofChristiauity,whichrepresentstbe 
Father, the Son, aud the Holy Ghost, te 
partake equally of divinity, and, in fact, 
to be three Gods aud one God at the 
same time ; three in one, and oue com- 
posing three, end yet not one God but 
three, and not three separate Gods but 
one. It is true, our enemies ridicule this 
ineffable mystery of oar holy religion, but 
we implicitly believe it, though so inscru- 
table that we cannot comprehend it It 
must also be recollected, that we believe 
our Saviour Jesus Christ to have been 
the promised Messiah mentioned in the 
ancient traditions and prophecies of the 
Jews, who, when he came, was to bring 
about such wonderful things that the 
earth was to be a sort of paradise. The 
Jews will not agree to this. They say 
that our Messiah was executed without 
having accomplished what was predicted 
of him ; that we misrepresent their scrip- 
lures, and contrive, by means of forged 
genealogies, and other insidious arts, to 
graft our system on theirs to give it a bet- 
ter foundation ; but we, as Christians, 
consider them mistaken, and give no 
credit to aspersions so injurious to our 
holy faith. 

'these being some of the leading points 
■of our religion, and indeed being the 
very foundation stones upon which the 
superstructure is reared, xioes it sot be- 
hove us to bt particularly ^cautious hew 
we meddle with the mission and the doc- 
trines of Mrs. Southcatl — Such Chris- 
4iu*s t » many, or most o£ the sects who. 



flourished in the early ages of the Gospel 
dispensation, may, with perfect consis- 
tency, despise the pretensions ofJokcnna, 
because they reject the miraculous con* 
ception of Mary, the divinity of Jesus, 
and the sublime mystery of the Trinity; 
but we, who stake our salvation upon 
our faith in these things, cannot consist* 
entry, or without great danger to our holy 
religion, appear hostile to the opinions 
of this new sect. — If these Millenarians 
had denied any part of our sacred wri- 
tings, and proved some characters, which 
we greatly admire, to be bad ones ; if 
they had abused our church, reviled its 
ministry, or breathed a spirit of Jaco- 
binism, we might then have found some 
pretext for persecuting them 'with all the 
fury of religious monsters just let loose 
from hell ; but, on the contrary, they ad- 
mit the whole of onr Scriptures to be 
true, and, so far from disrespecting the 
State Religion, tliey read the whole of its 
forms in their Meetings. — Now the .diffi- 
culty we laboured under in opposing 
their system was this, * that we admit 
all things to be possible with God, that 
the ways of providence are often dark 
and mysterious, and that fee does not 
consult either ourselves or our under- 
standings in the government of the uni- 
verse, or the means he shall use to carry 
his designs into execution ; all this wc 
acknowledge when we give him the attri- 
bute of " Omnipotence." Is it not pal* 
pabie then, that by doubting the super- 
natural pregnancy of Mrs. Southcott, 
and hastily determining it to be impossible, 
we called in question the power of the 
Almighty 1 Was not her ease strictly 
analagous to that of the blessed Virgin 
Mary, whom the Catholics always honfr 
with the appellation of " Mother tff 
God V We own that the Lord has 
worked hundreds and -thousands of 
Miracles, and are pigmies like ns to say 
when -he shall cease to work -them ? M 
this would hay e been, a greater Miracle 
than the birth of Christ, might it not .he 
more necessary, at a period like this, 
when, instead of the ignorant idolatry 
of those days, the earth is over-run -wit* 
an enlightened infidelity, and when, in 
fact, the progress -of knowledge has ov\f 
facilitated the march of jnalerialism ana 
scepticism 1 But where can t>e the dif- 
ference to the Almighty 3— Is Jie vnot 
as capable ^)f commanding an Aged ysh 
jgpa to .bring forth* without .com 
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with man, as he was a young woman ? 
Has tile period of 1800 years, diminished 
hts strength, or is he a man that he 
should have grown imbecile through age? 
— How often do we call the Jews a set of 
hard hearted and blood thirsty villains 
for not believing wh,at took place in their 
own day, but executing the Son of God 
as an impostor. Every impartial person 
must acknowledge, that the great bulk 
of the English place ' themselves just in 
the same situation as the Jews, when 
they ridiculed the Prophetess, and would 
have persecuted her if our Prince bad 
been as weak as Pontius Pilate, and had 
yielded to their senseless murder brea- 
thing clamour. It would have been much 
more becoming in such insignificant 
animals as we are, to have waited with 
patient submission to the Decrees' of 
Heaven, and not presumptuously attempt 
to scan the ways of providence by 
judging and determining before the ap- 
pointed time. We called these people 
superstitious, weak, and stupid, for cre- 
diting that which wrs not more wonder- 
fid than what we firmly believe, though 
k took place near 2000 years since, and 
is handed down to us by tradition, thro' 
the dark ages and a variety of mediums 
which we often take a pleasure in pro- 
ving to be suspicious. Does not all this 
open a door to the scoffs and jeers of 
Iniidelsl Does it not give them a glo- 
rious opportunity of making oar foolish 
conduct in this respect, a powerful en- 
gine wherewith to strike at the very 
root of our holy religion, by shewing us 
how easily we can see the errors and 
absurdities of others, and wonder at their 
being so besotted, when, if we were ca- 
pable of asking ourselves a few close 
questions, we might perhaps find that 
ire were cherishing in our own minds dog- 
mas equally ^repugnant to common sense. 
Our prince is aware, that if the discus- 
sion of these topics had been pushed still 
further by the misguided zeal of religious 
persecution, it would give scope to a 
thousand such illnatured observations 
and inferences as. those 1 have just men* 
Honed ; therefore I look up to him with 
veneration, as an experienced Father, 
whose judgement is not blinded by h's 
affection for iiis children, but who has 
the resolution to deny such of their re- 
quests as his superior knowledge, and 
foresight, convinces hint arill militate 
against their happiness. 



How often have I heard persons ex* 
claim " 1 wonder how any one can be so 
credulous as to be lead away by that 
woman." — In the same manner 1 have 
heard a gaping clown, when staring at 
the lofty fabric of St. Paul, express his 
astonishment, that human ingenuity could 
plan and erect so stupendous a pile ; but 
the skilful architect views it with far less 
amazement, because he knows the prin- 
ciples upon which the temple was de- 
signed, iuid the means by which that 
design was carried into execution, and 
could himself, perhaps, raise as grand 
a structure, if he had the same opportur 
nity of displaying his abilities. — Doe* 
not this prove, that all our wonder arises 
from our ignorance, and that the only 
reason why we are surprised at the weak- 
ness of the Southcoterians is, that we are 
unacquainted with the theory of the hu- 
man mind in general, and with our own 
faculties in particular 7 If we were ca- 
pable of divesting ourselves of the pre- 
judices of education, the trammels of 
superstition, and all the shackles which 
surrounding circumstances impose upon) 
us ; if we could dissect our brain, ana*, 
lyse our ideas, and make an inventory of 
our knowledge we should find the post- 
tion of it obuined by think ng, examine 
ing, and judping for ourselves, so sm?£ 
as hardly to be ditceri ib'e in the majs 
of rubbish that v>e have received with- 
out investigation, . from our curie, oar 
schoolmaster, and our priest. — 'J lie in- 
struction we imbibed from these, was- 
considered as the dictates of truth and 
reason by our infantine ca;>?citfe$. Wsr 
grow up* in reverence ef what we have 
learned from parents, elders, and supe- 
riors, falsely conceiving it the result of 
our own conviction, and, whether right 
or wrong, becoming more obstinately , 
bigotted to it the longer we continue it. j 
Our self love, pride, and vanity, prompt; 
us to attach a peculiar importance to cur . 
own opinions, and to attribute them to 
our' judgment and discrimination, or to 
any cause but tfiafof cbamrr, ar accident, 
which threw us in the way of the educa-: 
tion we have received, whether good or 
bad. To set our knowledge.. ft£ or oil? 
fondness for, particular dogmw&fco theiij 
account, instead of\o our own e!«<. ton, is) 
not sufticiently flattering \o human na-« 
tare. Is jt then to Ijfl, wot.der.d at that 
the more ignorant we are, the more o\*> 
JUtiaate we hhail ba- in adthsring to any 
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ridiculous notion we may have embraced I 
And is it not evident, that the proper 
reason the hulk of mankind ought to 
assign for their profession of a particular 
religion is, that I am a good Mahom- 
xnetan, because I was born at Constanti- 
nople, and a true Christian, became 1 
was bora at Loudon 1 — When We reflect 
upon the history of man, ean we be sur- 
prised at any thing he does under the 
influence of religion ? — There '19 no prin- 
ciple so powerful over the hnman mind 
as superstition, wheu 'enforced and di- 
rected by a Priest. It is quite immaterial 
whether it is the worship of the most 
hideous idol to which the poor benighted 
Indian bowj the knee,or the more ration- 
al adoration of a Supreme Being, as the 
Author of Nature. — Their effects will be 
the same wherever a Priesthood have the 
liberty of modifying- them to answer their 
own interested purposes — Let us then 
be moderate and charitable, and avoid 
exposing our alia How knowledge of self, 
by abusing others, even if they should 
be in error. But God forbid that I 
should say they are because they see 
more in my Bible than 1 have been 
taught to see. la every other science 
to be extended and improved, and 
toot that of religion? — The Jews never 
discovered that our system was predicted 
in their books and will not believe it to 
this day. The language of oracles and 
prophecies has never been direct and 
perspicuous, but, on the contrary, dark 
and mysterious. The fertile imagination 
of St. Aupptsilne could seethe whole of 
tke New Testament in the Old : he dis- 
covered that evru the piece of red rag 
Held out as a signal by a harlot, was 
typical of the blood of our blessed Sa- 
viour, and the two wives of Abraham 
meant the synagogue and the catholic 
church. We protestants, in our expo- 
•ttious, make the man of sin to be the 
pope, the Romish religion autichristian ; 
and the more enh'ghteued Southcoterians 
can see stjil farther than us. They find 
that Jesns went off without making the 
earth a paradise as was promised, and 
quote passages from scripture to pnove 
his Secoud coming in the child Shijloh, 
to fulfil what he left undone. Hundreds 
have condemned the prophetess with- 



out having read her works, or examin- 
ed the passages in holy writ upon 
which she rested her divine mission. 
1 have that zeal and ;enthusiasm in the 
cause of truth, that I will make no scru- 
ple in declaring my opinion on this case, 
even though I should be thought « 
Southcoterian in disguise, and be loaded 
with every species of opprobrium. 1 do 
roundly assert, without the fear if 
contradiction, that the texts selected 
by Mrs. Southcott for the illustration 
of her doctrines, are as pointed and as 
applicable as any of those upon which 
we ground the christian system. To 
those who say that teer death proved- 
the fallacy of her scheme, and her fol- 
lowers will no longer exist as a sect, 
it is answered that her disciples know 
the Almighty has changed his mind be- 
fore; he had repented that he had matte 
man, that he called Jesus Christ to hea- 
ven before he had caused the Lion amd 
the Lamb to lay down together, and 
the land to flow with milk and honey; 
and may he not, say the true believers, 
have some wise and mysterious end in i 
view in taking the holy prophetess to 
himself, without blessing us with toe 
Shilob. Perhaps the crying sins of this 
great Babylon have offended him. But 
be this as it may, whatever is. is right; 
it is all for the best, and must at last 
work together for good. Let ' us then 
cordially unite in offering up those sen- 
timents of praise, which are the emana- 
tion of a true and loyal heart, to our 
good and gracious Prince Regent, for his 
mild and generous conduct towards this 
new sect of christians, which, I have 
no doubt will flourish to the end of time; 
it being my most serious persuasion, 
that, according to critical evidence, this 
system and our own only holy and in- 
fallible faith must stand or fall together. 

Esrasmus Perkins. 

London, Feb. 17, 1815. 



The American Documents to be continued 
in the next Number. 
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DELIVERANCE OF SPAIN. 

The following Reflections place in 
a clfar ri^kt the Change*, which have 
taken place in Spain, since the return of 
Ferdinand, the beloved, in consequence 
of the Deliverance of that country. For 
my part, I have very little feeling for 
those, w bo endeavoured to restore him. 
They well knew him and his family ; 
they well knew the sort of government 
which they had under that family; they 
had no reason to expect better, govern- 
ment than before; they wrote and fought 
for hhn ; 1 hey have him ; and much good 
inay he do them. There were many per- 
sons, of whom 1 was one, who did not 
wish to see Europe under the sway of 
Napoleon, but who feared, that his be- 
ing overthrown would produce evil, by 
replacing all the nations of Europe under 
tkeir old masters, with a despotism, ou 
the part of the latter, to rule the people 
with a rod of iron. As to supposing, as 
some men did, that the old families would 
be more mild in their government than 
formerly ; that the lesson, as it was called, 
would make them gentle in future, said 
allow their people more liberty than they 
enjoyed before, nothing could, it ap- 
peared to me, be more foolish, nothing 
more opposite to the general practice of 
mankind. Who, as I once before asked, 
that has cattle or sheep which break over 
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dare say, it will be pursued all over Eu- 
rope. Napoleon put down the . inquisi- 
tion and drove out the Monies. Thos* 
who now suffer from having fought and 
wrote against Napoleon and .for Ferdi- 
nand must take the fruit of .their exertion* 
for their pains. Spain is Delivered; ws 
were, as we say, her Deliverers. . 1 will 
pity no one, who was for the Deliw* 
ance, andwho yet coinplains of its conse- 
quences. 

REFLECTIONS 

On Vie PoliticalVhangcs which htntWce* 
place in Spain since the return of:Fcr* 
din and. 

My object in presenting these reflec- 
tions to the public, is to throw sonua 
light on a subject of the greatest import- 
ance to the tranquillity of Europe. 
My homage is due only to justice and 
to virtue, for in whatever country or in- 
dividual they may be found, the friend of 
liberty must honour and respect them. 
Wishing to divest myself of all .national 
and party spirit, which never fail to blind 
the eyes of those who,are .under their in- 
fluence, I will express with the utmost 
frankness, my ideas on events of such 
importance as those which 'have lately 
happened in Spain, and which, in my 
opinion, have not yetbeep considered in. 
their true light. For this purpose T will 



or through his fences, lowtr or weaken the! give a brief historical recapitulation cdt 



fences upon bringing back the flock or the 
herd 1 Does a horse break his halter] We 
put a chain in its stead. I have a gang of 
leaping Mores and Colts, which have 
broken out, several times this winter, 
from rough 'pasture into my meadows and 
fields, allured by the sight of better 
living. W r hat have I done? Have I 
patted them and caressed them 1 Have 
I given them a greater aqd farther range ] 
*Sot I, faith J I have soughtout the plapes 
of their escape; and having driven them 
back, have constantly redoubled the bar- 
rier; .and have, at last, made it impos- 
sible for them to get out with their Jives. 
Ferdinand is pursuing my plan, and, 1 



them, without which it will be impossible 
to form a just opinion of their origin ami 
future consequences. 

The Spanish Nation, invaded by Na- 
poleon and deserted by 'Ferdinand iu a 
way, if not the most criminal, at least the 
most impolitic, nobly .resisted so unjust 
an aggression. That this desertion was 
contrary to the wish of the Spaniards, if 
evident fromthe means taken by theujie- 
ple of Vittoria to hinder his .ill-judged 
journey, for they unharnessed his car- 
riage, notwithstanding his utmost remon- 
strances, and those of his stupid adviser* 
and followers. In order to oppose the 
most effectual resistance t# theinwiim 
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of Napoleon, the people appointed new 
authorities, because the former were cor- 
rupted or intimidated by the orders of 
Ferdinand himself, and as such, unwil- 
ling to resist the yoke that was about to 
be imposed on them by the conqueror. 
AH the authorities, established during this 
period of the revolution, were recognized 
by England and by all the other powers 
of Europe, who dared to oppose the arms 
of Napoleon, and they shewed not the 
least hesitation to form treaties of alliance 
and friendship with them. In short, to 
doubt the legality of the new Spanish 
Government, would be to condemn a re- 
volution, more generally approved than 
any one of which we have any example. 
Nothing could more strongly prove the 
legitimacy of the government/ than the 
elections for representatives which took 
place in all the provinces unoccupied by 
the enemy, and among the individuals of 
those that were, who net at Cadiz, then 
the capital of the Spanish Empire, in 
order to form the extraordinary Cortes ; 
an assembly which the government of this 
country, by its agent the Marquis of 
WeUesley, wisely promoted, knowing that 
the Spaniards could make no progress in 
defending their independence, without 
procuring at the same time their internal 
liberty. This assembly, notwithstanding 
the desertion of Ferdinand and his base 
acts of submission, as those of soliciting 
to be adopted a son of Napoleon, and 
asking him the command of a division in 
his armies for his brother Charles, while 
Spain was suffering under every sacrifice 
to redeem him from captivity, decreed 
that be was their King, that a Regency 
should be appointed hi his room, but that 
on his return he should not be recognized 
till he had sworn to the Constitution in 
the bosom of the Cortez, and that any 
act or treaty he might make, should be 
null and void, till the said condition 
should be performed. The Extraordinary 
Cortez ordered the Constitution to be 
transmitted to all the Allied Powers, and 
by whom the different Regencies were 
recognized as legitimate. Napoleon 
pressed by the entrance of the Allies into 
France, sought to diminish the number 
of his enemies and increase that of his 
friends : as he well knew the meanness 
and baseness of Ferdinand, he took care 
to make him an ally of his own, and the 
eneiny of those who were defending his 
•ause in Spain* iience followed that 



monstrous phenomenon, the Treaty of 
Valency, a treaty so shameful and inde- 
cent, that Ferdinand himself, in order to 
hide the iguomiuy of it, pretended that 
he had no other intention than to outwit 
Bonaparte : (see the puerile and ridicu- 
lous Pamphlet of the Canon Escoiquiz, a 
worthy companion of Ferdinand, and his 
counsellor in making the above treaty) 
as if following Bonaparte on his throne, 
he who had so often degraded himself by- 
submission, was now bold enough not to 
fulfil the stipulations, or as if foreseeing 
his fall, he would have given l!'e world 
sufficient ground to suspect his veracity, 
merely to anticipate his freedom by 15 
day?, if that hie can be called freedom 
which is spent among nuns, in passing 
from convent to convent. 

In wder to guard against the effects of 
so shameful a treaty, in which Ferdinand 
bound himself without delay, to restore 
to Bonaparte all the prisoners made by 
the Spaniards, which were either in the 
Peninsula, England, or America, and to> 
cause those English troops who were them 
righting so gloriously for his personal 
liberty, to evacuate Spain, the ordinary 
Cortez issftcd the decree of the 2d of Fe- 
bruary, 1814,toauoull the said con-ventiou. 
The decree was immediately trans- 
mitted to all the Spanish authorities, 
and to Lord Wellington, who, nominated 
by the Cortez generalissimo of the Spa- 
nish Armies, was„ above all other persons, 
responsible for its being complied with • 
because, by a charge ot such importance, 
the safety and defence of the Cortez, ami 
even the national liberty, were committed 
to Wis care, and the representatives of 
the Spanish people had shewn themselves, 
satisfied villi this confidence, inasmuch 
as they had honoured him with titles, 
estates and distinctions. The decree 
was also communicated to the English- 
Ambassador, and by means of the Spu- 
uish Ambassadors, to all the Allied Pow- 
ers; they all, as well as Lord Wellington^ 
expressed themselves satisfied with a de- 
cree so honorable to the representatives 
who had issued it, as well as useful to the 
powers who were interested in the inde- 
pendence of Europe. And how could it 
be otherwise, when they saw. themselves 
fretd from so shameful and dangerous a. 
compromise, as that of furnishing Napo- 
leon with a numerous and warlike aror*>- 
diwiuishing the number of his enenit^s* 
and increasing that ot' his allies, coix*^ 



261] 



MARCH 4> lftl5.— Deliverance of Spain, 



jfMt 



petting Lord Wellington either to retire 
from the Peninsula or to fight with that 
very Spanish army then under his com- 
mand, ?-id the united forces of Soult and 
Suchet I On the 2Ctli of March, after 
having secretly ratified the Treaty of 
Valency, Fcrdiuand arrived on the fron- 
tiers of Spain. Napoleon was deprived 
of his throne on the tithof AprP, and Fer- 
dinand stopping at Valencia, where he 
recehed the foreign Ambassadors, Gene- 
rals and Chiefs of a faction hostile to the 
Cortez, without the nation having ex- 
pressed any determination contrary to 
that which it had sworn to follow, Fer- 
dinand having concerted his scheme, 
and provided the means for its executiou, 
on the 4th of May, published that fatal 
decree for the destruction of that com- 
pact* by which the nation had granted 
him the Crown. Not satisfied with the 
sacrifices which the people had volun- 
tarily undergone in order to secure him a 
throne, more honorable than that which 
he had lost both bv desertion and by his 
resignation, prepossessed with the idea 
that be owed every thing to heaven, and 
nothing to men, and educated in ideas 
which made him wish to reign only over 
slaves ; after having formed a party from 
among those who were stained with the 
foul crime of having all more or less con- 
tributed to support the throne of Joseph, 
he declared for the extermination of all 
those who had shewn the smallest dispo- 
sition to unite the kiterests of the throne 
to those of the people; thus giving an 
example, not only of the most complete 
incapacity, and the basest malevolence, 
but of the most monstrous and horrible 
ingratitude. Like all tyrants in similar 
circumstances, his first means % of ven- 
geance were the imprisonment of all 
those disaffected to his government, the 
destruction of the freedom of the press, 
in order to conceal the atrocity of his 
conduct, and represent things as suited 
his purpose, promising the people a sem- 
blance of future freedom, the more ef- 
fectually to dazzle their eyes, and those 
of all Europe, impudently pretending 
that he bad published to the Cortex the 
act of their dissolution, at a time when 
their principal members were shut up in 
separate prisons without communication. 
Having taken -these measures, a division 
of ten thousand men, whose van guard 
*tras commanded by General Whitting- 
Jtafli, was sent from Valencia to Madrid, 



to assist in making prisoners the regent* 
•ind the members of the Cortez, and to 
execute the other orders of Ferdinand, 
ft is lamentable to reflect that such .a 
commission was executed by an officer 
born in a free country ; such a commis- 
sion he ought to Jiave disdained to ,ac- 
cept, and he accepted it no doubt with 
a view to that command which he after* 
wards received from Ferdinand. .Thes* 
facts being established, I conceive it is 
allowable to make such reflections as 
naturally arise on these great political 
changes in Spain, oji the violent mean* 
by which Ferdinand has been raised to 
an empire above that of the law, as well 
as on the injustice with which the Spa* 
nish nation is censured for submitting to 
so detestable a despotism, Without cons> 
dering the difficulty of getting rid of #. 
yoke once imposed, nor of the njauy 
circumstances which have conspired:** 
gainst Spanish liberty. 

It is not my intention to make all tibt 
reflections on the subject that might he 
expected from a historian ; the limits of 
a pamphlet will not allow it, ; a few jre- 
marks will be sufficient to throw light 09 
this business, and my principal intention 
is to place it in a point of view in which 
it may be duly examined and appreciated 
by others. I forbear to agitate the ques- 
tion, whether the legitimacy of the Spa- 
nish Government being acknowledged by 
other nations, they ought to acknowledge 
Ferdinand, in opposition to the constitu- 
tion sanctioned by the representatives 
of Spain. I will content myself with 
saying, that if this is answered in the 
affirmative, it will go so far as to shake the 
throne of every sovereign in Europe, and 
give room to perpetual convulsions. Per- 
haps, in order to confound the Spanish, 
constitution with the recognition of 
Ferdinand, they will say that no nation 
has a right to interfere with the inter- 
nal government of another. But this is 
not the matter under consideration. 
Without meddling with the Spanish 
constitution, they had no right to ac- 
knowledge Terdinand till he had heen ac- 
knowledged by the Spanish Nation,un!e» 
they will maintain that a monarch being 
acknowledged to day under one state of 
circumstances, and these circumstances 
remaining the same, he may be acknow- 
ledged to-morrow in a light totally differ- 
ent. ;For other gnations to hare arJenwr* 
ledged Jerdiuapd -at so unsea«£nal>i* # 
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period, i» doubtless to interfere with Hie 
internal government of Spain, particu- 
larly as the nation bad declared by it* 
•gents at foreign courts that he should 
not be considered as king till he had 
accepted the constitution, and not to 
have acknowledged him, was by no 
- means to guarantee that constitution. 
And where would be the security for 
the liberty of any nation, if others ha\e 
the right of acknowledging for its chief 
him whom the laws have not acknow- 
ledged? Another proof of the injury 
which has arisen from this acknowledg- 
ment, is that Ferdinand makes use of it 
as an irrefragable testimony of his right. 
See the horrible declaration of the 28th 
of August, issued by the sanguinary 
Villavicencio, then Captain General of 
Cadiz. 

I will next pass to the observations 
which arise irom the Decree of the 
Cortez, on the 2d of February, 1814, 
since, altho' they partly belong to the 
discussion which I have purposely omit- 
ted, they contain matter less difficult, 
cud this* in a manner less delicate. — The 
Cortez might have consented to the 
Treaty of Vakncey, leaving as it was the 
liberty of the Spanish People, since 
Tucnapare, no doubt, on consideration 
of cbtair. n: that consent, would have 
compelled Aerdiuand to swear to that 
constitution. But acting with the great- 
est possible candour and delicacy, the 
Cortez would not allow any alliance to 
exist between the future Monarch of 
Spain and the enemy of Great Britain; 
and therefore, with the exception of four 
or five individuals, (now the most fa- 
voured courtiers of Ferdinand) they 
issued the decree already mentioned. 
The Spanish Nation and its Allies had 
a reciprocal interest in observing it. 
Ouce comr u ricated, the common inter- 
ests constituted a mutual obligation, 
which coild not foil t« bind tlnni all, 
while the interest of any part of them 
was depending. To prove this, let me 
ask a question, wbich, tho' apparently 
unconnected, will instan'.ly resolve every 
doubt which in a diplomatic light may. 
be opposed to moral principles so clear 
and evident. Did the deposition of 
Napoleon constitute the light of Fer- 
dinand to the crown of Spain? Alt 
honest men will say, No. They will 
confess that his right to it arose only 
Ire in his compact with the Nation. 



Could tJbeu the foieign Ambassadors, if 
Napoleon had not been deposed aud 
Ferdinand had not sworn to the consti- 
tution, have acknowledged Jiim? If 
they had, they would; have beeu traitors 
to their country, inasmuch as coutrary 
to that which Has determined and 
stipulated by a friendly Nation, they 
would have recognized an ally of the 
enemy an illegitimate King, and whom, 
by such an acknowledgment, they would 
have converted into an enemy of his 
country. If then the deposition of Na- 
poleou did not constitute the right of 
Ferdinand, and if it had not happened, 
the foreign Ambassadors would not have* 
acknowledged Ferdinand till he had com- 
plied with the conditions of the Cortez. 
By what title can they recognize him, 
now that Napoleon ia dethroned, aud 
Ferdinand has not sworn to the consti- 
tution? Perhaps it may be said that the 
Spanish Nation has reccguized him, aud 
therefore other nations ought to do the 
same. To this I will answer, that no 
act or document of the Nation can be 
produced to pi eve it; a truth of which 
no one tan doi.bt, when it is remembered 
that Ferdinaud de^tro^ed the constitu- 
tion before his entry into Madrid. I will 
answer also, that the state of discontent 
and of fermentation which the Nation has 
been in ever since the first attempt of 
Ferdinand to restore despotism, is evi- 
dent testimony, that a forced submission, 
the effect of surprize and the operation 
of a f&ctiui, composed perhaps unoe of 
foreigners than of natives, is no valid re- 
cognition. 

Supposing the facts which I havemen- 
tioned, and others which I could pro- 
duce, to he true, have not the Spaniards 
reason sull'cient to believe that any re- 
sistance to their preseut government 
would be a rash undertaking, and that 
all the sta'es of Europe would unite in 
supporting Ferdinand without a consti- 
tution ? How could they believe that the 
Ambassadors would assist in destroying 
so fundamental a lew of an ally, without 
the positive orders of their governmental 
and if such orders existed, how auy al- 
teration in them, or any successful re- 
sistance to Ferdinand on the part of the 
Spaniards, against the will of almost 
every Government in Europe, could have 
been expected ? Despair alone could in- 
duce the Spaniards to embrace a re- 
i solution, in all probability to ineflec- 
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fual.— Finally, it may be said, that no 
foreign nation ought to interfere in this 
business, because no one has a right to 
iuterfere in the internal concerns of ano- 
ther, and because the Cortcz were ill 
aikcled towards the English Nation. — 
A 5 to the first part, to say nothing about 



neglect which all the friends of Irue liber- 
ty in Spain have experienced from the 
kings of Europe, attempt to establish a 
democracy in their own country, which 
may throw aii Europe into a convulsion, 
mo* ratal than even the French Revolu- 
tion. Persecution has never failed to pro- 



file morality of such a maxim, which sup- duce sectaries both in politics and renin 
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po^es that a man ought uot to do good 
when he has it in his power, I say, that 
for the other governments of Europe to ( 
Lave acknowledged Ferdinand, contrary* 
to that uhich was resolved by the repre- 
sentatives of the Spanish Nation, was to 
interfere in the internal concerns of Spain : 
and to have done so for a bad purpose, is 
directly contrary to the doctrine they 
wish to establish. — As to what respects 
the second purl of the objection, I will 
inuiuUiiu that Mich rumours are spread 
by persons interested in disguising their 
on n conduct ; that the command bestow- 
ed on Lord \\elliuglon by the Cortez, 
not only of the >pauish- rrmy which as- 
sisted hi* operations, butuLoof the other 
Spanish tvoops, without his ceasing to 
be the General of a foreign army, which 
placed him in the situaticu of not being 
subject to be called to account for any 
breach of his trust, is a proof of an unh~ 
inil ed confidence in the English Nation, 
almost without example. Humours, such 
as tho*e 1 have alluded to, unsupported 
by facts, are base and contemptible — 
is England politically interested in the 
freedom of Spain I So much am I convinc- 
ed that she is, that 1 think I should insult 
the common sense of .my readers, if I 
thought there was one of them not con- 
vinced of it. Tyrants, rogues or fools can 
alone doubt of the results from the bles- 
sings of liberty. Spain enslaved muii be 
a province of France, the eternal rival 
of England from natural and local situa- 
tion, it has been the wise policy of all 
her kin^s to maintain the independence 
of these two Nations, and their conse- 
quent equilibrium : and how can these be 
]»reserved now that France, with a much 
more numerous population; ^ujoying a 
free constitution, will as rapidly advance 
in prosperity as Spain, under the iron 
yoke of despotism, must rapidly decline 1 
And even should 1 be mistaken in this 
supposition, w ho can venture to say that, 
considering the euiighteued age in which 
we live, Spain will not experience a reac- 
tion, and should that happen, may uot 
its leading men, in resentment ft * the 



on, and it would be singular if it should 
not in Spain. — Lastly, it remains to en- 
quire if England ought tranquilly to be* 
hold the patriots of Spain abandoned to 
the violence of a party in which power, 
vengeance, despotism and superstition are 
united. Knowing that her own indepen- 
dence as well as that of all Europe was 
involved in it, has not England espoused, 
promoted aud supported their cause as her 
own ? and can she now be indifferent to 
tbose very mon who are buried in lotto- 
some prisons, or without a country and 
without subsistence, are fugitives and 
exiles in foreign countries ? What a ter- 
rible example should she give to poste- 
rity if she abaudonefUhetrvause t Should 
a new conqueror threaten the repose and 
liberty of Europe, who will dare to resist 
him, considering the fate of those Spanish 
patriots now persecuted more cruelly 
than even by the enemy whom they op- 
posed ; — persecuted, I say, by that man 
whose throne they preserved and fixed 
on the surest basis, and abandoned by 
all other nations and kings, to maintain 
whose independence they so powerfully 
and generously contributed? Ought 
Englishmen to ^be contented merely at 
their being liberated from their prisons 
and restored to their families ? Should 
they obtain no more than that, they might 
reply: " This measure, without being 
" useful to ourselves, is an injury to the 
" cause for which we have fallen the vic- 
" tims. We can neither be happy nor 
"safe without a constitution; without 
"it we can have no country. No man 
" can be sure of his personal safety with* 
" out a national representation, without 
" the free exercise of the rights of man, 
*' much less in a country with such a. 
" terrible tribunal as that of the Inqoi- 
" sition, We value not a life spent in in- 
" famous servitude, and to shed our blood 
" for our country may perhaps one day 
"produce the fruit of liberty; for the 
"ereater the miseries which civilized 
" nations sutler, the* more near is the pt* 
•* riod of their remedy." 
Rbruary 21, 181&, - tizedl 
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BI|\ Cobbett. — By the Times News- 
paper, I perceive that a Bill has been 
prougbt into Parliament, and read a first 
tihie; for the erection of a New Post Ot- 
fice.The estimates of this measure, as laid 
before the House, exceed 000,0001; 
800,0001. of \\hichis to be pi: id, it ap- 
pears, by the public, and the remaining 
100,0001. to be advanced by the City out 



whole of the new arrangement would be 
carried into effect and a surplus remain. 
Will you believe it, Mr, C. that it is se- 
riously intended by the jobbers, to peti- 
tion Parliament that, as a remuneration 
to the City for the 100,0001". which they 
generously mean lo advance from the 
orphan's fund a new port duty of one 
shilling per chaldron may he imposed 
upon all cos U beieafter uniering the por* 
ofjgLondon !!! Thus taxing; all VV est min- 



of the orphan's fund. — This is certainly i s!erand its environs, the whole' Borough* 



a' very extraordinary moment for the 
guardians of the public purse to be called 
upon to vote sp large a sum for any pur- 
pose not absolutely necessary ; and that 
tins i&not so; a variety of circumstances 
fend to absolutely prove. — Among others, 
J wish to mention to you two plans both 
of which are utterly unobjectionable. — 
The first is the removal of the post of- 
nce* to Somerset-house, which, from its 
locality and central situation, relatively 
to every part of the metropolis, holds out 
infinite- advantages, and where the area 
of the Buildings would admit of the IVJail 
Coaches being* drawn up- to receive the 
•mails, aud from which they could drive 
out in succession, with the utmost regu- 
larity and convenience; — The second 
pfciu is one to which even; tjic city pco- 

fle coulil make no objection, and winch, 
• am iuformed from unquestionable au- 
thority, appeared so ieasible, that it 
• would have been decided on, had not 
the fatfttrs ami foumlcvs of the &t, Mar- 
tjns-le-^rand Job, continued* to find 
some -means of pr&ciug to government 
that their proposals were the: best. — 
The plan to which 1 allude, tsas one by 
•?#hich the present Excise Otfcce was to 
fcave been removed, to the spot where 
tbfc New Custom House is now building, 
tftfd which was to- have been rendered 
sniikieutly capacious* (and there is am- 
ple room) to accommodate both depart- 
ments, by whkh most material advan- 
tages woijld have been given ttf each, 
while the Building now occupied as the 
ExciseOffice* possesses" every requisite for 
a Post Office. There is abundant space 
iW the internal business of'the oflhee, 
arid the expense of altering the present 
hrtil^incj would be a mere trifle. — liideed 
fte public would gain by the removal ; 
for by th6 calculation submitted to t^t 
Minister* it is proved, that taking into 
the account the sum which-would arise 
fconf th$ ^tefrflhc present PostOtlice the 



of Southward ; in short the whole popu- 
lation of the Biils of Mortality for a 
purpose in which the City is alone* 
interested! Coals are already* most grie- 
viously taxed. The Richmond jt b pu- 
nishes the people sufficiently: let us m% 
have a city job also to oppress us. If 
the proprietors of the houses in St. 
Martins-le-graud, and Urn* jobbers, who 
for the last 4 menths have purchased so. 
largely there, are to be repaid J>fiy-ft>l4 
to the job for v^rr services, at least let 
not the poor people of the metropolis, 
suffer for this vile purpose, bv the 
imposition of a tax on an article of the 
fiv*t necessity, and of which, in hit^r 
winters, *heu the worst of it is most 
severely felt, they are hardiy i^bie to 
obtain sufficient- to keep up the c ire u Il- 
lation of the Llood in their starving and 
shivering carcases. 

PilLO civis. 



Legion of IIonocr. 

Mr. Cobbet-*,— Yonrcorrespondent, 
Philo Civis, has misconceived me : I cer-"- 
tainly did not attempt to deiiv, that the 
l\ew Legion cfllonwr wwrfdWc I een 
dis«i*ced, had the person almderl to been 
admitted into the Order; but I stated, 
that no snch intention ever existed, f 
havf positive authority for the assertion,. 
and you> nlay place implicit reliance oil 
it. Philo' Civis has oone iuto a Ion* de- 
tad of t(ie Temporary K»nk Major Gene- 
ral's cotiifarts at Cro\rfon Barracks; of> 
his hay, straw, corn, coals, and candles; 
and or his Receiving them in London, i u 
one; ot rbe waggons of his c/rps. I do 
not doubt this ; nor t.hat his servants i.\ 
the pretty pink liveries are wag* curs' 
and also paid by the public as such! 
But I very .much doubt whether Parlia- 
ment have a right to interfere in such 
matters. It hUs' been the invariable cus- 
tom- for? tke< Commander lp CL;ef t u> 
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possess* tbe prerogative of recommending 
to the Government what corps are to be\ 
reduced, and what retained in the ser-j 
vice; and if Major General Hamilton 
and the Royal Waggon Train are consi- 
dered of sufficient use to justify their 
not being reduced, the Commander in 
Chief has the power to do so. Whatever 
faults the Duke of York may possess, 
want of generosity is certainly not among 
them ; and if bis libera] and open mind 
has been imposed upon, it can only be 
said that it is much to be lamented.— 
However, as far as his Royal Highness is 
concerned, there is not one of the per- 
sons recommended by him for the deco- 
ration of the new order, but is certaiuly 
an honour and an ornament to it. If 
Mr. Whitbread brings the Royal Waggon 
Train before Parliament, certainly he 
will expose a job of the rankest sort; for 
from its first establishment to the pre- 
sent time, it never deserved any other 
name. The pretty pink liveries are the 
least consideration. It is the enormous 
expense with which the public has been 
so long burthened by this job, that loud- 
ly calls for investigation. No subject 
exists, in the whole range of public 
abuses, more deserving the attention of 
Parliament, and it is to be hoped, Mr. 
Whitbread, if he has it in view, will not 

lose sight of it. Whether the word 

" Temporary' means '• Permanent," the 
ensuing army estimates will shew ; for 
no doubt can exist, but that the Tempo- 
rary Rank Major General Waggon 
Master General must speedily disappear. 
It is indeed a serious consideration, that 
he has been so long allowed to "fatten" 
on the public purse. That he has so 
done is evil enough ; but I an) again de- 
sirous, Sir, to impress on your mind, that 
it never was '"intended to include him 
among the new Knights of the Legion of 
Honour, which Order, absurd, as it is, it 
could never have been intended to render 
so perfectly ridiculous. Lord Cochrane 
is certainly fortuuate in getting out of it. 
His escutcheon would be but ill associ- 
ated with those of many of its now mem- 
bers ; and the Noble Lord may rest as- 
sured, that there is no honest man in tbe 
United Kingdom who does not think him 
honoured by all the attempts at degra- 
dation which have been so unfeelingly 
and so unmercifully heaped upon him. 

I am vour sincere admirer, 
Morse Guards, Mar. 1, 181*'. P. C. 



COMMERCE AND NO CoRN BlLL. 

Sir, — There are many writers who 
would wish to make the projected Cora 
Bill a National Benefit, in order to en- 
hance or keep up the high prices of every 
thing. That it may be so, it is not my 
intention to dispute.- The simple ques- 
tion is, whether England be, or be not, 
greatly depending on foreign markets as 
a mercantile nation? We are led to be- 
lieve, from the tenor of Mr. Vansittarfs 
speech, that we are. When he was about 
raising money at ' the expence of the too 
credulous mechanic, &c. &c. he said, that 
all countries were open and ready to 
receive our manufactures. If it be so, 
it requires no stronger argument than 
merely putting the same, or a similar ques- 
tion, over again. If yon pay dear for 
bread (which appears to many an advan- 
tage, because it affords the mechanic, Sec. 
high wages,) can you supply your foreign 
customers cheap? or will they buy dear? 
The argument answers itself : — Dear 
Bread, high prices ; Cheap Bread, low 
prices. — Allowing that we are not depend- 
ing on foreign nations for bread, we un- 
questionably are depending on them for 
money as the price of our manufactures; 
and if they will not lay out their money 
with us, how can we get dear or cheap 
bread, and supply Mr. Vansittart with 
taxes ? If Corn Bills, and such like logic, 
are to prevail, away goes foreign trade, 
which is, in my humble opinion, our na- 
tional support : and which certainly must 
experience a lamentable decline, when 
we consider the substitutes or improve- 
ments that the different nations have 
made in their own manufactures. Within 
the last twenty years they have verified 
the old adage : — Necessity being the mo- 
ther of invention, they have improved and 
manufactured many articles which are 
now superior to ours ; therefore I contend, 
that it would be politic to damp ttris spirit 
of improvement, by exporting cheap, and 
securing a certain trade with less profit, 
than an uncertain trade with great profit, 
which must ultimately involve our Manu- 
facturers in ruin and national misery, — The 
former being most likely to secure our 
national pride, and commercial prospe- 
rity, I do earnestly contend, if our rulers 
would have England to flourish, we must 
have Commerce and no Corn Bill. 



A Constant Reader. 
Feb. 28/*, 181»i: 
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-■~xv plain Picture of the Corn 
Laws. 

Mr. Cobbett. — Suppose a commu- 
nity of 15 persons, with their families, 
servants, and labourers, as follows : — 



1 bricklayer 
X clothier 
X smith 
1 cutler 
1 currier 
X farmer 
I attorney 



1 shoemaker 
1 taylor 
1 baker 
1 wearer 
1 surgeon 
X victualler 
1 land-owner 



X carpenter and cabinet maker 

This community subsisted by each, 
in their line, furnishing to the wants of 
the others, at a rate of prices regulated 
by the value of a quartern loaf, which 
v;as at' Gd. The land-owner let laiul 
to the farmer, who agreed to give him 
such a rent as would leave him a fair 
profit, af'ar selling his produce to the 
victualler and leaker at such a price as 
would enable them (with a* reasonable 
profit' to themselves,) to sell the quar- 
tern loo. fatGd.— I n like manner, all the 



not by them be reimbursed for. their 
proportion of the public expense. They 
therefore, sent to the neighbouring com- 
munities their surplus articles, who, oa 
account of their excellence, and beinj 
cheaper than they could get them made 
among themselves, were not only glad 
to receive them, but gave such articles 
in exchange as sold at a price, in their 
own community, which enabled them to 
pay their proportion to the public ex- 
penditure, and to add something con- 
siderable to their own stock. 

The managers, the land-owner and 
the attorney, got the community to 
build a wall around them. This wall c»st 
3001. which was paid ths bricklayer after 
borrowing that sum, at o per cent, 
from the cabinet maker and cutler, be- 
cause the society had no tangible money 
of their own. The annual interest of this, 
beinglSl. was pr« portioned as formerly iu 
addition to the previous annual expense, 
viz. two fifths of it, or 01. on the land- 
owner, aV.d thee fifths, or U\. an the 
14 members of the commuuiiy.— "i hi* 
new addition to the pul He evrentc, 
every one endeavoured to reimburse him- 
scM'for, by laying it on the articles he 



«>thex members of the community fur- j manufactured; and/.u the same priiicip'e, 
'niched to one another their respective the landnWiier proposed to lay his pio- 
ilrlicles as wanted, at prices which were j jmrtion <m the land. No, -aid the fanner, 
always' determined by the wants and i 1 cannot give you thio additional lent, 
Mtpplic* ; and regulated by a scfercnte » for, if I do, \ must raise the i.ricu of my 
to Gtf. the vefue of the quartern leaf. j corn, whrch will have the erVrcl to drive. 
The'and-ouncrand attorney managed j alK our neighbours to the neighbouring 
the public concerns, of the .society, which ■ communities for a supply ; because they 
r*ost annually 51. — In laying this sum won't give me a high price ifthcj cau 
• pen tf:e whole, two fifths of it was put : get eom at the farmer i;:te. To this the 
upon the land-owner, because he was. landlord replied -the attorney and I will 
rich; and lived upon his tents, uiihout jget a law parsed to s but the *ate, so as 
feeing; engaged in productive labour, not to let a in com in at a lever price 
The other three' fifths was laid upon lf:e ' than yui can sell it at with my Ol. laid 
Tl remaining' members of the coinmu- i uprn it. 1 he farmer acquiesced, though 
mty, who each of them, in conr&e, I w\\h some >erup'cs and in this rar.niar 
laid os much upon' the article winch | the matter was j-cftled. — The loaf rose to 
He produced to his neighbours as reinv- j l)d. by which the handle rd's share of tl;e 
buT*ed* him for the proportion- wbivh , udd it tonal expenr-c was di\idcd among 
he pi:id of the public burdens. This * all the community wb»*u^ed the cuiu; 
OL being an addition to the public j he was thus relieved of it entirely, e\< ept 
expense, was niised by adding >ome- i jis mtteh of it as- attached tu the pr<:por- . 
thing to the former price of every avlkle; i f ion- of com widely he himself continued, 
vihicli vas vaid by him xiho had it ; | —It rs mo»r evident, that, by thi» 30. 1. 
f.oni bis stork, and by him who had no 
btock, by giving more labour, or work 
than he did before. But the cutler 
f?nd cabinet pvrker made always more 
of their respective articles than their 
frendibours- had otfca^ioir for, and could 



l<bt, and' tHe inanaprmeut by which 
die payment of the interest of it was 
distributed among the whole, ev^.y indi- 
vidual way put to an additional e\pen>c. 
Of course he put it upmi his latkie.si 
,and he tkat coufd* not lay it" ury u U.c^fc 
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was obliged to work it out by addition- 
al labour, if perchance he could jret 
employment ; ill consequence of which 
that labour, and every thing else u*ed by 
the individuals, cost the community at 
least 151. a year more than they did before. 

The community was at last induced to 
go to war with a neighbouring community. 
They fought and destroyed one another 
for a long tii/e, till they were almost 
unable to go on fighting, which led 
them to agree to drop it. 'Jlie managers 
of the community in question, boasted 
of their unrivalled glory, »nd the mighty 
things they had done; but they pcid no 
attention to this material difiVrcnce 
between thein and their oppent nts 
during the conflict — that the enemy 
was throwing off a great lead of debt, 
with which they had been previously 
incumbered, while they, on the o 1 ht:r 
hand, were every day adaing to their*, 
which bad already b-.*eu too hta cy, and 
had actually amounted to GoOl.— in ad- 
dition to the former oOOl. and the f»r:>t 
tnnuul expence of 6l. 

The grand question came tl en, to he. 
how is the 3i)I. the interest of i!:i- (jt:«d. 
to be raised? — Tlie answer wa-^in the 
same manner as fora.ei'iy-- iwy foh^, 
or 12l. on the land-owner, ; • ml thiee 

fifths, or 18L on the member* of the • that per centre will low*r a%o, ant our 
community. Each again endeavoured , mraus will be in&inhV ient to p«y our 
to lay it en his artifice, but found the | fir.^t and nrtarel annual e^pe-HC of 5/. — 
additional j.-rice drove awa% hii t u.-)ioi,i- : intt i'A the, intnv>t of the 00. d. of 
ers, and diminished the u>i.id demand. ' public debt. Th»> therefore »?ree it is for 
The land-owner, however, had U*en more j the advanMgu of their srVmc of finance, 
fortunate j for, on aceount ofihe uifri- j as well u->'the lamiawniir, tint grain 
eulty there was in the way, diirm.u: toe I should he prohibited from coming into 
war, of anv crain coming in competition i the communi'v, ti!i their own prices are , 
with that , which his farmer } oooced, | at R..»s. per quarter, or the loaf above Hid. 
lie had nearly doubled hi* 'ej.ts; and j or lad. This I conceive to be a plain 



and bread fall to 1. (he farmer would 
get no sale for his produce. Tile land- 
owner reasoned tluu.:—' if foreign grain 
'should be allowed to come in so low, 
' my tenant would, ere long, be ruined,, 
' and my share of the inteie^t upon the 
' public debt, which now amounts to 
' DOn/.— will come in! i upon me, and my 
' great extra rent, which was more than 
' sutHcienf to meet it, will be entirely 
'gone.' — He then sj\x to the attorney; 

* this will never do ; we must m:d%o fl law 
' prohibiting foreign grain coming among 
' us till our own is at <3C)s. a quarter, 
' which will kwj) the loaf always at l(Jd. 
' to ]H(1. and this will *o effectually pro- 
' tect my farmer, tint he ca i pay a very 
' high, rent, and, in tin* nnn.ier, my pro- 
' portion of the taxes will be distributed 
' among the whole community, except ihe 
' small proportion which at'afdie- to the 

* rrrai'i S fuiMuiio.' — The attorney ap- 
prove ?, and saNs that there is another 
financial reason fi»r Keeping :i)e price at 
80s. as cr-LC'il >b anv \vt mentioned -— v-z. 
the iru'V.x of foreign «.:*a : m at vaHi a low 



price, wndd reduce Hie v 
ar::c!e, and as the 5,u»:i re 



\u\£ 



tin* cabinet-maker and 
of l he: r f )(*•/. \* sen era 
ceuitfge, if all our articles full in 



e.t every* 
to pay 



v,l 



cu» J er ?he interest 

!v ra i ,ed by a p.er 

rice, 



although he thus raised the quartern 
loaf to the whole (omintinilt to Mui. 
he thereby received much ii.ore Ih«ui 
was require to cover hi» propor- 1 
lion of the inteiobt of the increased 
debt. Hut, after "the peace, their 
former enemies of the neighbouring 
community were able to, and cid really, 
^end into fhem grain at such a low price 
as- would bring the quartern b«»f to (id. 
instead of 18d. at which it hadd^een kept 
ever since the land-owner hadfrubud his 
rent. — The farmer immediate!; told the 
land-owner, that he must be protected. 
The fand-ow ner consulted tut attorney, 



and obvious view of the cne, though, I 
admit, not a c/rnlpi^re- one. But it is 
sufficient to Merest to every considerate 
mind tins enquiry — Since it is admitted 
the grower of tern cannot rai. c it with 
advance, unle.-.s lie isptotectcd against 
foreign grain coming in rater 8->s. a 
quarter, h*.w comes i!. that a Kriti»h far- 
mer, who is allowed to have more capi- 
tal, more industry, ajid more science than 
foreign -farmer*, cannot produce corn 
upon equally cheap terras. Why has not 
the legislature made this inquiry ] Until 
this is aM'crlajned, no effectual cure tan 
be applied to the existing evil, which is 



and they saw at once, tliat if the neigh- &a much Complained of. 

fan.*? gwiir ™> f"«»«* Utome in, | iofi^fe 
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•Inspired Writings. 



Mr. Cobbett. — In your Register of 
the 18th ult. a correspondent asks, by 
whose authority those books (the New 
Testament Scriptures) " when formed into 
" their present collective state, were cle- 
" signaled holy inspired writings V* — For 
some time I was surprised that a question, 
involving so manviniportantconsequences, 
had not received a prompt and satisfac- 
tory answer, either from yourself, who 
had already so powerfully advocated the 
cause of the established church, or from 
one of your Ford hams, your Churchmen, 
or other staunch supporters of the faith, 
who so ably assisted you in yonr pious 
opposition to the repeal of the penal 
statutes against the Unitarians; hut, after 
some enquiry and coHsitlrrab'e refaction, 
my surpiisc subsided ou finding, that 
no celebrated ecclesiastical historian, as 
far as ! have been aide to discover, has 
attempted to tix a period when the books 
composing the New Testament " were 
designated holy inspired writings." The 
author of Eccc Homo, who refers to 
Tillcmcnt and other fathers in proof of 
his statement ; but whose authority has 
been overthrown by one of more weight 
and general inilucnce ; has asserted, that 
it was not till *>1d years after the birth of 
Christ that those books were received 
or acknowledged as inspired. His words 
are; — " At the end of three centuries 
" (i. e. in the three hundred and twenty- 
" fifth year of the Christian era) some 
"bishops decided, that these four gos- 
" pels were the only ones which ought 
"to be adopted, or which had been 
"really inspired by the Holy Ghost. A 
" miracle enabled them to discover 
" this important truth, so difficult 
'• to be discerned, at a time even 
" then not very remote from that of the 
" apostles. They placed, it is said, pro- 
" miscuously, books apocryphal and au- 
" thentic under an altar: — the Fathers 
" of the Council betook themselves to 
" prayers, in order to obtain of the 
" Lord that he would permit the false 
" or doubtful books to remain vnder the 
" altar, whiltt those which \*ere truly 
"" inspired by the Holy Ghost, should 
" place themselves above it, a circum- 
" stance which did not fail to occm\" 
— In whatever light thii, pretended mi- 



racle may be received by Catholics, we 
of the Protestant Church do not admit 
of evidence of this description. Besides, 
if it was not tiU after three centuries had 
elapsed, that the Holy Spirit condesend- 
ed to sanction the New Testament wri- 
tings, it would follow that the Christians 
who lived prior to that period, were left 
in darkness and uncertainty as to the au«? 
thoritV of the sacred writings, and, con- 
sequently, without any stable foundati- 
on on which to rest their faith. This is a 
view of the subject which no sincere be- 
liever can adopt, without charging the 
Almighty with partiality, and wantonly 
! sporting with the feelings of the crea- 
| hires he had made. The authority of 
the author of Ecce Homo must, there- 
fore, have been rejected by all good 
protestants, even although it had not been 
thought necessary to put that work 
down for the safety of the protestant 
church, and to preserve unshaken the 
faith of thousands, who might otherwise 
have been staggered by a perusal of it* 
dangerous arguments, and the fearless 
manner in which the writer discusse$ 
the most important and interesting sub- 
jects. 

A writer of the name of Dodwell, in Ma 
dissertations on Irenaeus, says " that av 
"collection or canon of the books of the 
" New Testament was made in the reign 
" of Trajan the Roman Emperor, more 
" than a century after Christ."— Dr. 
Mills, who treated of this subject in the 
beginning of last century, asserted, that 
" there was no collection made of 
" any b#oks of Scripture, whether of 
" epistles or gospels, till about CO years 
" after tlfe death of Christ. Not of the 
" epistles certainly ; for concerning the 
" authors and authority of some of These, 
" there uere great disputes and doubts 
" in the ipostolical churches in the foU 
" lowing ages, which had never happened 
"had any of the last surviving apostles 
" constituted a canon. Nor of the four 
" gospels; the. reading of which in the 
" churcheH was not then determined and 
" agreed en." — Another writer about the 



same period, I>r. Beveridge, says 

" Among all the more ancient writers of 
" ecclesia$ical matters, you will hardly 
" find two that agree in 'the same num. 
" ber of cmouical books."— Again, *' no 
" one can be ignorant that some of the 
" truly caionical books of the apostle* 
" were dotted of it* the three first cea- 
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" turies of Christianity." — I could multi \ dividual, except inasmuch as it shews the 
ply authorities on this subject; but asl falsehoods which have been had recoura 
they all differ from one another, this \ to, in order to make up something like a 
would only tend the more to confirm defence of so disgraceful an expenditure 
what I have already stated, that no cer- 
tain period has been agreed upon by 1 he 
numerous writers, of church history, when 
the books of the New Testament ft were 
designated holy inspired writings. — I 
cordially agree with your correspondent, 
" that if these books were more candidly 
"examined, and more rationally consi- 
" dered, the truth and rationality of Chris- 
f< tianity would be better understood." 
It must, at the same time, howc\er, be 
acknowledged, that wheie a difficulty 
presents itself in the outset of this exami- 
nation, it cannot be expected tlj:»t any 
one can enter upon it, with an unbiassed 
and unprejudiced mind, until that diffi- 
culty is removed. The point under dis- 
cussion appears to me in that light. It 
involves, in my apprehension, all that is 
desirable on earth. I pen it depends 
the' truth of our holy religion, the founda- 
tion of our faith, the hope of a future ex- 
istence. J trust, therefore, that mine 
abler pen than mine will take un the sub- 
ject, uot only for the bake of consistency, 
but that infidels who arc always on the 
watch to lake advantage, may be for ever 
silenced, and the divine authority of the 
.sacred writings established on an im- 
movable basis. 

Veritas. 



The Inquisition. 

Sin, — Since my last I perceive, by the 
Morning Post and the Times newspa- 
pers, that Sir John .New port in the Hi. use 
f»f Commons, and Lord Landsdowne in 
the Lords, have taken up the Iii((i.isition 
Ceocral, Sir John Downie. — T l he Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer, in defending the 
item of about 135,000/. of the public mo- 
ney, which has been paid to this man, 
independent of an annuity v. hif It he re- 
ceived from the public, (for what U not 
explained) stated as a sort of salvo, that 
he was the brother of the late lamented 
Captain Downie, of the Navy, ft ho was 
tilted on the Lakes in America. This 
declaration produced a letter, which has 
htcn inserted in all the newspapers, con- 
tradicting the assertion, and stating Sir 
Jodin Downie to be the son of a weaver, 
in Renfrewshire.— Nov this has nothing 
*kat*ver to do with th* merits of the iu- 



ofthe public money, as is the giving of 
such sums to such it man. However, as 
it has been taken up in Parliament, 1 trust 
the enquiries will not cease until the evil 
is done away. I have already commu- 
nicated to \on, that Sir John Downie 
played a principal part in the late tragedy 
of the restoration of the lu'inisitiou, and 
that Ferdinand, according to his' custom, 
got tired of the man, and sent him to 
Sevide. General Morillo was abo^t this 
time appointed to the chief command of 
the cmoryo expedition to South America, 
and passed through Seville on his way to 
Cadiz, to commence operations in the 
organization of his army It will be» pev- 
ln,>.>, ui.mjfiit extraordinary here, but it 
is no less true, that a part of this army, 
and one in which Ferdinand placed great 
confidence, was a dtjrtiation vj Priests, 
consisting of a cert h in number of every 
order in Spain, headed by the new Ame- 
rican linjnisitorCier.era!,lSaiuou(iuird(piiz. 
Seville, which is only about 'W leagues 
distant from Cadiz, was appointed as 
the place of rendezvous fur the.-e IViesf*. 
Sir John Downie, iindmg his appointment 
of paler, or (as he calls it in the paid for 
puff paragraphs in the Sun and Cour'ur) 
Inspect cr cf the Palace, neither prcjii-abU 
nor honourable, set to work immediately 
with the Holy ]?rothcrhc< d, and so well 
succeeded with them that Itamon Guira- 
quiz wrote to t>e Inquisitor General at 
Madrid, desiring tint Downie might* 
be permitted to embark with the Expedi- 
tion, stating bis devotion to the interests 
of the Holy Of Fee, and that he would be? 
an excellent counterpoise to the rough 
independence of the General in Chief, tot-, 
rillo. This ofticcr, as I have already 
stated, was originally a private marine, 
and serving on board the Spanish FUet, 
in the battle of Trafalgar, was taken pri-' 
soner, and confined on board one of the 
prison frhips at Portsmouth, until the 
breaking out cf the Spauish revolution, 
when he was sent home with the whole 
of the Spanish prisoners. Naturally 
boisterous and violent, a man of war ai.cl 
a mountain camp, hi* only education, 
which his guerilla avocations had m\ 
contributed much to soften, he appealed 
little disposed to submit his ope tat ions 
to the guidance of the priests, who con- 
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sklcred their approbation of every mea- 
sure as a sine qua non to success. — 
Ramon Guiraquiz was indefatigable in 
his applications in favour of Sir John 
Downie, and at last succeeded; but not, 
as the Chancellor of (he Exchequer stat- 
ed, in getting him appointed a Lieutenant 
General on the staff of the expedition; 
his only rank is that of Brigadier and he is 
inferior to all the staff officers em- 
ployed. On his arrival at Cadiz, he 
was receiver! most coldly by Morillo, who, 
from his residence in England, (limited as 
h was) was enabled to form a pretty ac- 
curate judgment of General Sir John 
Downie. In addition to which, he con- 
sidered him solely as an Inquisition Gene- 
ra!, and from his residing constantly with 
the Priests, he received the Spanish nick- 
name of" El Iiqvisitorc Yngfcsc." For 
five months, the expedition remained in 
preparation at Cadiz, a rl during the 
whole of that time, (*o cold was the re- 
ception he met with on his reporting 
himself to General Morillo) he continued 
with the deputation of the Inquisition at 
Seville, and new once joined the army 
until its embarkation, when he arrived 
with the Holy Brethren, having with him 
a Lieutenant Steele of the Marines, and 
was appointed to the same ship with 
Ramon Guiraquiz! This Lieut. Steele 
left England in the year 1813, having 
been permitted by the Admiralty to enter 
the Spanish service in the corps of Gene- 
ral Doyle, who being totally without 
officers, came to England to recruit for 
them in the Dritish service ; and finding 
none to be got at in the regiments of the 
line, he applied to the marines, where he 
succeeded in getting half a dozen, one of 
whom is Sir John Downie's follower,Lieut. 
Steele, who, also, in imitation of his mas- 
ter, calls himself by some pompous desig- 
nation — if not General, certainly at least 
Colonel. 

General Morillo looked upon these men 
with suspicion : — he remembered, that 
while he was bravely fighting at the head 
of his guerillas, Sir John Downie was 
otherwise employed at Madrid ; and 
perhaps judgiug not over favorably of 
the man, who, notwithstanding that he 
owed his all to the late government, had 
been ungrateful enough to be a principal 
operator in its destruction, he avoided all 
communication with hiin, and left him to 
the society of his friends the priests, with 
whom aione he had any sort of inter- 



course. Thus stood the expedition,whcn 
after repeated disappointments it sailed ; 
but, owing to some unexplained cause, it 
has returned to port, and it is said its 
destination is changed. What will now- 
become of Sir John Downie remains to 
be seen. Perhaps he will return to the 
Inspectorship of his Palace at Seville. 
At all events, he has little chance of being 
employed in the regular Spanish army, 
where his Inquisition merits are very 
thoroughly understood, and properly ap- 
preciated. 

The capture of Monte Video has plac- 
ed the whole eastern part of Spanish 
America, in the power of the Patriots. 
An army of 40,000 men, flushed with 
conquest, most of them "Patriots of the 
tl soil" accustomed to habits of freedom, 
and detesting tyranny, either civil, reli- 
gious, or military, would have laughed to 
scorn Morillo's army of 8,000 men, even 
with the aid of his Holy Brotherhood De- 
putation, the Pope's Hull with which they 
were furnished, and the threatened Auto 
de Fv, which was to have been celebrat- 
ed /» honour of God, on their arrival in 
America. Morillo himself is known 
never to have been at all sanguine of suc- 
cess. The priests imagined, that their 
fulmination of burning in this world, and 
damnation in the next, would have effec- 
tually put down the efforts of the re- 
volutionary party ; and that quiet sub- 
mission to the " San Hcnito," would have 
been the immediate consequence of their 
hrst appearance. Cevallos, howe,ver,who 
is still at the head of the government at 
Madrid, began to find that the expedition 
would have been a certain sacrifice, while 
the ships, and their stores and equipments 
would have been an important acquisition 
to the revolutionists ; and it is understood 
by the best informed Spaniards here, that 
certain information was received of the 
complete establishment of the New Go- 
vernment. However tliis may be, it is 
certain that the expedition is suspended 
for the present ; the troops have ail dis- 
embarked, and have occupied again their 
old quarters at Cadiz, the Isla, St. Maria, 
and Puerto Real; and the priests have 
returned, some of them to Seville, where 
Ramon Guiraquiz has himself gone; and 
the remainder occupy the great convent 
of the Dominicans, near the Water Gate 
at Cadiz. In the mean time, the luqui- 
sition is not idle:- All the re?o|utioniati 
have been publicly excommunicated ia 
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every church in Spain. AH communica- 
tion with them is denounced under the 
severest penalties, and a complete sepa- 
ration is effected between the colonies 
*and the mother country. The evils which 
this will produce, will no doubt be at 
tint, most severely felt, but the conse- 
qnences must eventually be beneficial to 
iiotb parties. All revolutionary govern- 
ments are liberal in their policy. They 
will no doubt invite all Europe to a tree 
trade, and thus commercial prosperity 
will be both given and received ; while, 
on the other hand, Old Spain, where indo- 
lence and inactivity have so long been 
habitual, will give way to exertion. This 
will arise from the 'scarcity of the pre- 
cious metals, which the revolution must 
necessarily produce. Under the old sys- 
tem, so abundaut was the supply of gold 
and silver, that little labour was necessary 
to obtain support. A most material 
change will now be produced, and I have 
no doubt, that if the government is not 
so stupidly blind to its own existence, as 
to still encourage the dominion of the 
priests, and the ignorauce of the people, 
that a material alteration will take place 
in the general habits and pursuits of the 
whole nation. 

In my next letter, I shall trouble vou 
with a statement of the operation of the 
Inquisition upon trade, commerce, and 
agriculture. In this country, an English- 
man can with difficulty understand how 
these great causes of national prosperity 
can be interfered with bv the church. 1 
shall explain this, and wi]l shew clearly, 
that Spain possesses every requisite to 
rival the most favoured commercial na- 
tions, if a wise and liberal government 
were to give spirit and energy to the 
exertions of the people. I am, &c. 

March 1, 1815. Civis. 



f282 



University of Oxpokd. 
Sir,— To the many instances of the 
abuses of the proctorial power in theUni- 
versity of Oxford, which have been latelv 
tnimadverted upon, in your Kcgister/l 
beg leave to add the following : ^On the 
2*nhNof November, 1811, two young wo- 
men, the daughters of a widow in the 
«uiddling rank of life, resident in Oxford 
were in the High-street, near St. Mary's 
Church, belwen four and five o'clock in 
the afternoon, wheu two gownsmen cross- 
ed the way, and endeavoured to engage 



in conversation with them. One of the 
pro-proctors (who was of Trinity' College) 
accompanied by the marshal of the univer- 
tity, stopped the young women, and 
charged them with having been in con- 
versation with the gownsmen. They in 
vain denied the fact. The pro-proc tor de- 
sired them to follow him, which they did 
attended by the marshal. The gownsmen 
perceiving the yoong women were stopped, 
and supposing that it might have been 
occasioned by their having apparently 
been in their company, returned anil 
begged leave to assure the pro-proctors 
I hat no blame whatever was imputable 
to the- young women ; but they were de- 
sired to go to their College, and the fe- 
males were escorted to Exeter College, 
where the marshal learned that the Vice 
Chancellor was engaged, and would not 
be spoken with. The pro-proctor upon 
being informed of this cireumbtaace, de- 
sired they might be taken to the mai shaft 
house, and said that he would send the 
senior proctor to them. The marshal 
obeyed the pro-proctors directions, and 
conducted them to his house, where the 
senior proctor came soon afterwards 
The young women asked what they had 
been brought there for. The proctor said 
that the pro-proctor had informed hint 
they had been talking to the gownsmen. 
This they denied, and begged they might 
be liberated. The proctor replied that 
they must be confined there all night 
and taken before tl>e Vice-Chancellor in 
the morning to exculpate themselves, 
ihey then requested that their mother 
might Le sent for; but this v>as refused 
by the proctor, who immediately left the 
house, desiring the marshal to confine 
them. The marshal conducted them 
into a room up stairs (the uu.al place of 
confinement for common prostitutes,) 
and locked them up. Perceiving the mar' 
sbal betore he left the room was about to 
take away the candle, the girls be-ced 
hey in:ght have a light and a fire. Rut 
he told them it was as much as his Hace 
was worth to allow them to have eiiher 
the one or the other ; and they were con- 
fined ail night, wit hcvt fire, <andh* , or 
any sort oj njrtshmint. in the course of 
the eve ung, their inoiliuy «nd two of 
their iriencis wished to Le admitted but 
were leiu.ed. About nine o'oicck'the 
tolow.ng morning, the imrs'ud desired 
them to prepare to go before the Vice- 
Chancellor, and then left them, Fe re-. 
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turned to them at twelve o'clock, andt 
told tbem that they were to be liberated I 
"Without going before the Vice-Chancellor, 
upon which thev came down stairs and 
walked home—An action was brought 
in the Court of Kings' Bench against 
the proctor, pro-proctor, and marshal, 
for false imprisonment. The University 
claimed their recoguizancc of the cause, 
which was allowed. — The plaintiffs, 
whose expenses were already to a con- 
siderable sum, were advised to drop all 
farther proceedings, as the cause must 
Jiave been determined in the Vice Chan- 
cellor's Court, where there is no jury, and 
where it might have been protracted to a 
great length of lime, and have been atten- 
ded with much additional expence; not 
to mention this trifling circumstance, 
that the proctor himself, the very man 
who was one of the defendants, might 
have sat with the assessor, and his bro- 
ther proctor, as one of the judges ! Now 
it must be observed that the conduct of 
the proctors was not only unnecessarily 
harsh and severe, but illegal. That this 
was the opinion of the Vice-Chancellor, 
may be inferred from the circumstance 
of the young women being liberated, 
without appearing before him, who, if 
any tiling whatever could have been pro- 
ved against them, would not have dis- 
missed them without reprimand. It 
would have been unjustifiable and illegal, 
even if the young women had been com- 
mon prostitutes, for they had been guilty 
of no ill-be!iaviour, and the pro-proctor 
interposed his authority, at a time of day, 
when he had no power of exerting it ex- 
cept on matriculated persons. Punish- 
ment, in this esse, if inflicted at all, 
should have been indicted on the gowns- 
men ; but they were allowed to escape 
with impunity.— Instances similar to the 
above, l have reason to think, ha\e fre- 
quently occurred, though the individu- 
als who suffered had no opportunity of 
bringing their cases before the public; 
a circumstance that wijl not be wonder- 
ed at, when it is considered that aggres- 
sions of this nature are generally commit- 
ted against persons who cannot take 
any expensive measures t«* obtain redress, 
as by their own situation or that of their 
relations and friends, they are more or less 
.dependent cd the University, and to 
"whom any resistance or opposition to 
those members of it who are clothed with 
authority, might b* very detrimental 



and perhaps ruinous in its consequences. 
To which may be added, that publicity, 
in those cases , i3 extremely unpleasant 
to females, as it may be the mean9 of * 
subjecting their characters, however 
pure, to uncharitable remarks, and ill- 
natured surmises. 

O fjord, Feb.W. 1815. 

1 ~* 

Freedom of Speech. 
Sir, Knowingthat you as much desp : se 
panegyric, as I do the panegyrist, it is 
not my intention to pass fulsome com 
pliments, but merely to shew to the 
world what happy effects are produced 
by the perseverance of plain truth. — 
The fact is, your plain arguments have 
greatly tended to convert an educated 
man, and an original enemy to your Re- 
gister. — From my intimacy and friend- 
ship with him, I have constantly sent 
it him to read. Sometimes he would, and 
sometimes he would not look at it* 
Time, the tryer of all things, as your cor- 
respondent on Religious Persecution 
says, eradicated that raucour, and curi- 
osity predominating, led him occasion- 
ally'to look it over, till at last conviction 
got the better of his prejudice, and I am 
happy to state, that we are now as unit- 
ed in politics as we are sincere in 
friendship. — The wonder working effects 
of your uncontamjnated reasoning is also 
proved in vour forcing a rebut from Sir 
J. C. Hippisley, to your animadversions 
on the abominable Times Newspaper 
report of what you justly censured as an 
impropriety in Sir John's (supposed) illi- 
beral aud ungentlemanly attack on Mr. 
Madison, the President* of the only free 
country in the world. 1 cordially partici- 
pate with you when you say,"you cannot 
" help wishing that a respectable English 
<c gentleman had refrained from the use 
" of a phrase fit to be applied only to 
" the head and members of a government 
" of a verv different description." I could 
have wished that- yon had named the 
government, but I have a pretty good 
key to this when I look to your extracts 
from a Pamphlet written by Mr. Thorpe, 
the Chief Justice of the Colony of Sier- 
ra Leone, (on the subject of the slave 
trade) to Mr. Wilberforce, a sancHJipd 
member of parliament, a suppressor 
of vice ; a good old man, who would 
rather die than be deprived of the plea- 
sure and j)ower of emmmuuj Bibj* 
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down OUT throats. — Sir J. C. Hippis- r*l position, that it was consistent with the prin- 
iev, or the Itmes, may say that they hate j ciples of public lav, and with the practice of o** 
the Americans if they please ; that will 
do the Americans no harou I like can- 
dour; therefore it should be allowed 
every one, with the same candour, to 
speak the truth. Then it might be truly 
Mid that we live in as free a country as 
America. — According to the sense our 
Big Wigs have given to the word libel 
(namely the greater the truth the greater 
the libel) Sir J, C. Hippisley was cer- 
tainly correct when he said, that Mr. 
Hunt was libelling our own country. 
We must therefore take it for granted 
that Sir John's admits the truth of Mr. 
Hunt's assertion, " that the Americans 
" are the only remaining free people in 
• f the world. "Here I certainly would have 
bee* on Sir John's side of the question. 
— At the same time, I should have made 
it distinctly understood, that it was be- 
cause I considered Mr. Hunt's assertion 
to be the truth, call it what you may. — 
Possibly Sir John thinks gagging a part 
of our boasted liberty. But it is my mis- 
fortune not to consider any country free, 
or enjoying the blessings of nature, that 
i* deprived of the liberty of speech. — 
What constitutes genuine freedom 1 Is it 
not the liberty of speaking and speaking 
the truth, the source from which we 
have derived all human blessings? 
When, therefore, we punish or censure 
others for exercising this faculty, we ren- 
der it a curse instead of a blessing ; we 
are, in that case, less benetiited by the 
rights of nature than the brute creation. 

I am, &c. W. P. R. 



American Documents. 



Continued from page 221. 

iray be permitted to add, that even if the chances 
of war should yield to the British arms a momen- 
tary possession of other parts of the territory of 
l lie United States, such events would not alter their 
view* with regard to the terras of peace to which 
they would give their consent. Without recurring 
to examples drawn from the Revolutionary Govern- 
ments ot France, or to a more rtcent and illus- 
trious triumpji of fortitude iu adversity, they 
have been taught by their own history that the oc- 
cupation ot their principal cities would produce no 
fleapondeucy, nor induce their submission to the 
dismemberment of their empire, or to the aban- 
donment of any ©ue of the rights which constitute 
• part of \*«dr aauonul iadepeadence. The gene- 



viiized nations, to include allies iu a treaty of 
peace, and io provide for their security, never 
was called in question by the under»tgued : but 
they have been d.nied the right of Great 13 ri tain* 
according to those principles and her own practice, 
to interfere in any manner with Indian tribes re- 
siding within the territories of the United Suites 
as acknowledged by herself, to consider such lribe# 
as her allies, or Io treat for them with the United 
States. They will not repeat the facts and argu* 
inents already brought forward by them iu sup- 
|K>rt of this position, and which remained unan- 
swered. The observations nude by the 13riti*Ji 
Plenipotentiaries upon the treaty ot GrenviJIe, and 
their assctliun. that lire United States now, for the 
first time, deny the absolute independence of ilia 
Indian tribes, and claim the cxdu-ivu right of 
purchasing their lands, require, however, some* 
notice. If the United Stales had now ussertec!, 
that the Indians within their boundaries, who have 
acknowledged the United Slates a* their only 
protectors, were their subjects, living only nt tut- 
lejance on their lands, far from bciiuj the first 
in making that asset lion, they would only have fol- 
lowed the example i>( the principles uniiorwtly and 
invariably asserted in substance, and frequently 
avowed in express terms, by the Uriiiili Govern- 
ment iteelf. What waa the meaning of all the 
colonial charters granted by the liritish Monarchy, 
from that of Virginia, by Elizabeth, to that of 
Georgia, by the immediate predecessor of the 
present King, if the Indian* were the Sovereigns 
and proprietors of tlie lands bestowed by thot>* 
charters? What was the meaning of that article 
in the Treaty ol Utrecht, by which the Five Nations 
were described in term? as subject to the dominion 
of Great Britain ? or that ol the treaty with the 
>Chcrokees,by which h was declared tlia; the Kin* 
of Great Britain granted them the privilege in live 
where they pleaded, if thine subjects were inde- 
pendent sovereigns, and if these tenants at the 
licence of the British King, were the right Jul lords* 
of the lauds where he granted them peraiiftsiotk 
to live? What was the meaning of that procla- 
mation of his present Britannia Majesty, issued in 
1763, declaring all purchases of lands null and 
void, unless made by treaties held under tho sanction. 
of his Majesty's Government, if the Indians had 
the right to sell their lands to when* they pleased f 
What was the meaning of boundary lines of 
American territories, in all tlic treaties of Great 
Britain with other European Powers having Ame- 
rican possessions, particularly in the treaty of 
17<53, by which she acquired from France the 
sovereignly and possession o I* ihc Canada*— in her 
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nay. what is tlicmeaninsof the north western boun- 
■ dui x line now propped bv the Btitish Corumis.'i- 
oner* them>elvcs, if. it ii ihc rightful possession 
and sovereign y of independent Indians* of which 
tin se bout-dmies dispose? Is it indeed necessary 
to u*k, wl.etl e' Great Britain ever has permitted, 
or would [j.-iaiif, any foreijin nation, or wilhoi.t 
her consent, any of her subjects, to acquire lands 
from the I:i<Ihus, in the territories of the Hudson 
liny Company or in Canada? In formally pro- 
testing nL-.tinM 4 liis system, it is not against a now! 
pretention of llie American Government — it is 
agaiiM the most solemn acts of their own sovereigns, 
against the ro^al proclamations, charters, and 
treaties of Great Britain for more than two centu- 
ries, from ihe first settlement of North America 
to the present day that the British Plenipoten- 
tiaries protect. From the rigour of this system 
however, as practised by Great Britain and all 
the other European Powers in America, the hu- 
mane ami liberal policy of the United States has 
voluntarily relaxed. A celebrated writer on the 
laws of nations, to whose authority British jurists 
have taken particular satisfaction in appealing, 
after staling, in the most explicit manner, the 
legitimacy of colonial settlements in America, the 
exclusion of all rights of uncivilised Indian tribes, 
has taken occasion to praise the lint settlers of New j 
England, and the Counter of Pennsylvania, in hnv- j 
iiig purchased of the Indians the lands they re- | 
solved to cultivate, notwithstanding their being | 
furnished -with u charier from their sovereign. It 
is this example which the United Slates* since they 
became by their independence the sovereigns of 
the territory, have adopted and organised into a 
political system. Under that system Ihe Indians re- 
siding within the United States, are so far independ- 
ent, that i hey live under then own custom*, and not 
under the laws of the Inited States; that their 
rights upon the lands where tiiey inhibit or hunt 
are secured to them by boundaries defined in ami- 
caLIc tiealies between the United Slates and tlicm- 
fctives; and that whenever those boundaries are 
varied, it is also by amicable and volunt uy treaties 
by which they receive from the United States ample 
compensation for every tight they have to flic lands 
ceded by them. They aie so tar dependent as not 
to have ihe light to dispose ot their lauds to any 
pi iv.tt e persons, nor to any power, other than the 
United States, and to be under their protection 
alone, and not under that of any other |Jower. 
Whether Culled subjects, or by whatever name 
designated, such is tlic relation between them 
nod the United States. That relulhn is neither 
ustcrted now lor the first lime, nor did it ordinate 



•villi the Treaty of Grenville. These principles have 
been uniformly recognised by the Indians them- 
selves, not only by that treaty, but in all the 
other previous hi well as subsequent treaties between 
them and the United States. 

The Treaty of Grenville neither took from the 
Indians the right, which they had not, of selling 
lauds within the jurisdiction of the United State* 
to foreign- Governments or subjects, nor ceded to 
i hem '.he right ot exercising exclusive jurisdiction 
within the boundary line assigned. It was mere- 
ly declaratory of tin} public law, in relation to the 
parties founded on principles previously and uni- 
versally recogniNed. It left to the United States the 
rights of exercising sovereignty and of acquiring 
soil, and bears no analogy to the proposition of 
Great Britain which requires the abandonment 
of both. The British Plenipotentiaries state in 
their last Note, that Great Britain is ready to enter 
into the same engagement with respect to the 
Indians living within their lines of demarcation, 
as that which is proposed lothe United States. The 
undertisin* d will not dwell on the immense inequa- 
lity of value between the two territories, which* 
under such an arrangement, would be assigned, Lj 
each nation, respectively, fo the ludians, and which 
alone would make the ieciprocity merely noraina f . 
The condition which would thus be imposed on 
Great Britain not to acquit e lands in Canada from 
the Indians, would be productive of no advantage to 
the United States, and is, therefore, no equivalent 
for the sacrifice required of them. They do not 
consider that it belongs to tbc^United States, in any 
respect to interfere with the concerns of Great 
Britain in her American possessions, or with her 
policy Jowards the Indians residing there ; and they 
cannot consent to any in.crfcreilce, on the part of 
Great Britain, with their own concerns, and par- 
ticularly with the Indians living within their terri- 
tories. It may be the interest of Great Britaiu to 
limit her settlements in Canada, to their present 
cstent, and ;o leave the country to the west a per- 
fect wilderness, to be for ever inhabited by scattered 
tribes of hnmersj but it would inflict a vital injury 
en the United Stales to have a line run through 
their territory, beyond which their settlements 
should for ever be precluded from extending, thereby 
arresting the natural growth of their population 
and *t length ; placing the Indians substantially , 
by virtue of the pioposed guarantee, under ihe pro- 
lection of Great Britain, dooming them to perpetual 
barbarism, and leaving an extensive frontier,, foe 
ever exposed to their savage incursions. 

Signed as before. 
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CORN BILL, 



WlLTSntBE CoXjntV-Meeting, 

Wetd at Salisbury, on the 8th of March, 

1815. 

This meeting, which was convened by 
advertisement, under the authority of 
IheHlGHSHERlFF was the most numerous 
^of any that had ever been witnessed in the 
County. The Sheriff opened the proceed- 
ings in the Council Chamber of the City, 
but, it being found, that the' open air was 
the only proper place to afford a chance 
of bearing to such an immense assembly, 
an adjournment took place to the square 
in the front of the Council House. — Here, 
nfter the requsition had been read, the 
Resolution, and after it the Petition 
(which will be found below) were moved 
by Mr. Hunt and seconded by Mr. 
Cobbett of Botley, who having a free- 
hold in Wiltshire was induced to take 
part in a discussion, in which every man 
in the kingdom is interested. — Whatever 
might have been the wishes, or the ex- 
pectations, of the friends of Corruption, 
they were not here gratified by witness- 
ing any attempts to work up the passions 
and prejudices of the people into that 
name of violence, which, unhappily, has 
burst forth in the metropolis, and which 
it|is the duty of every man to discourage, 
and to prevent, if he has it in his power. 
—Mr. Hunt gave early proof of his de- 
sire to discharge this duty and of the 
weight which a man may have with the 
people, if he proceed in the right way. 
—There were carried into the Council 
Clumber, upon the tops of two long 
poles, a hrge W decorated with gay 
ribbons, aad a sum// loaf arrayed in crape. 
Mr. Hunt requested, that those loaves 
(the sight of which was so well calcula- 
ted to inflame) should be taken away. 
They instantly were taken away, and never 
again, made their appearance. —To give 
.any thing like a report * of speechc&herv 
toill not be attempted. * But, it is Jright to 



smallest, was made to inflame, or to mis- 
lead ; no attempt, to . mark., out any par- 
ticular class for popular resentment ; s no 
attempt to stir up the labourer. to cut the 
throat, or to set tire to. the house or bar us 
of his employer ; but, many endeavours 
were used, and it is believed, with cons 
plete success, to make .the . vast assea>» 
blagc clearly understand, that the propo- 
sition to make corn dear had grown out 
of the desire to continue to raise war 
taxes upon the farmer; that this de»ire had 
grown out of . the . immense expenditure 
still intended to be kept up; and n that 
this immense expenditure had grown out 
of those , measures ;, which would, have 
been all prevented by a Meform^in the 
Commons* House of Parliament.— It was 
explained to the people, that the owners 
of land and growers of corn would, not 
gain, in the end, by a Corn Bill, which, 
iu fact, was intended to enable them to 
pay war-taxes in time of peace, .though 
some of them had been evidently actuated 
by the selfish notion of gain to themselves. 
It was explained to the Meeting, that the 
inevitable effect of the Bill would be to 
enhance and, uphold the price of corn ; 
or, in otV.r words, .that it would impose 
a new tsx upon the loaf, and that, too, 
without any ultimate benefit to the land* 
lord or tenant,, however some of these 
might think the contrary. — In adverting 
to the Wiltshire Petition for a Corn Bill, 
it was observed, that the Petitioners* had 
said, that they had. long borne heavy 
taxes, AND THAT THEY W ERESTILL 
WILLING TO BEAR HEAVY. TAXES, 
provided the Government and Parliament 
would pass a law, the effect of. which 
should be TO RAISE AND /KEEfc 
UP THE PRICE OF THEIR, CORN. 
That is to say, that so long as they could 
have a price, .which should be a protec- 
tion . to them against ruin, they did rTot 
care how heavdy the loaf was . taxed, 
how much money was squandered away, 
how large a standing , army was, kept up 
in time ofj>eace, # . nor how the liberties 
and rights of the pepptewei;€ dealt. witju 



observe, that no attempt, .not even thej It was explained to^the meeting, ihat,jn 
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this the petitionert for a Corn Bill were 
wrong ; that they ought, on the contrary, 
to' have called for a reduction of the 
taxes, without which the immense stand- 
ing army could not he kept up in time 
of peace; and, being relieved from those 
taxes, they might well afford to sell their 
corn as cheap as any that could be 
brought from abroad. It was observed 
to the meeting, that, in consequence of 
the price of provisions having fallen, it was 
notorious, that the price of labour had 
fallen; that the farmer now, and very 
justly, paid less to his people than he 
paid before, including his smith, wheel- 
wright, collar-maker, &c. But, that the 
meeting should well remark, and bear in 
mind, that those who are paid by the 
public still receive undiminished salaries 
and allowances ; that, during the last 

• twenty years, the allowances to the 
Royal Family, to the Judges, to the 
Police Magistrates, to public Officers of 
all descriptions, had been greatly aug- 
mented upon the express groiind of the 
rise in price of provisions ; but, that new, 
when provisions had fallen, and brought 
down with them the wages of the la- 
bourer, none of these allowances were 
lowered; on the contrary war taxes were 
to be kept up, for the puipose, in part, 
of keeping up those allowances, and, 
as these taxes could not be raided while 
com waa cheap, it was intended to make 
•orn dear in order to enable the land- 
lord and farmer to pay taxes. Tims 
was the abhorred measure traced fairly 
to its source, and an appeal was made to 

•the SENSE, and not, as in some other 
cases that have occurred, iO the NON- 
SENSE,' of the people. The conduct 

of the High Sheriff was remarkably pro- 
per. His private opinion appeared to 
lean towards a Corn Kill; but, so im- 
partial, and, indeed, so able, was the 
manner, in which he conducted the bu- 
siness of the day, and so readily did he 
assent to what was manifestly the una- 
nimous wisli of the Meeting, that here- 
tired amidst the applauses of all descrip- 
tions of persons. — r i he conduct of the 
People was equally good. Not a word 
of violence: not a word of folly. At 
night, some boys paraded a thing, stuffed 
with straw, supposed to represent some 
contemptible triend of the Corn Mil J. 
They hanged and beheaded tins person- 
age, opposite Mr. Hunt's lodging; and 
there even* this t\in ended. >Yhcn this 



account was tent away the Petition h«d 
been signed by some thousands of per- 
sons, and it is expected to be before 
the House of Lords In the course of 
next week. — The following are copies of 
the Resolutions and Petition. 



WILTS COUNTY MEETING. 

RESOLUTIONS 

Unanimously agreed to by the most nu- 
merous Assemblage ever witnessed iu 
the city of New Saruni, on Wednct- 
day, March 8, 1815. 

George Eyre, Esq. Sheriff, in thechair. 



Resolved, That political corruption, 
after having exhausted ail the other 
sources of taxation, has, at h^r, pro- 
ceeded to the outrageous length of at- 
tempting to burthen with a heavy tax, 
the very bread that we eat, being- 
thereunto urged and encouraged by 
the false statements of certain rapa- 
cious Landowners; that, therefore, 
a petition be presented to the House 
of Lords, praying their Lordships to 
interpo>ein behalfof this long insulted, 
and long suffering nation, in such a 
manner as to prevent the enacting of 
any law, to prohibit, or restrain, the 
ih:e importation of corn. 

Resolved, That the Sheriff be re- 
quested to sign the petition, ?wl that 
copies of it he sent for signatures to 
the various towns in the count v. 

Rfsolvf.d, That when b^ncd, the She- 
riff do transmit the p<*iiti'.n to the 
Earl Stanhope, and rcr;nr»t his Lord- 
ship to present the same to the House 
of Lords. 

Resolved, That the Sheriff be re- 
quested to sign the resolutions, and 
to publish them in the Salisbury and 
V inchestcr Journal, and in two Lon- 
don mo ruin if and two London evening 
Newspapers. 

IIf-solved, That the thanks of this 
Meeting be given to the Hijrh Sheriff 
of the county, for his readiness in 
calling this Meeting, and for his im- 
partial conduct in the chair. 
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To the Right Honourable the Lords Spi- 
ritual and ^Temporal of the United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Ire- 
land, in Parliament assembled. 

000 — 

The Petition of the Freeholders, Land- 
holders, Tradesmen, Manufacturers, and 
luliabitants of the County of Wilts, in 
County Meeting assembled, 

HUMBLY SHEWKTH, 

That your Petitioners at the moment 
when they were justified in expecting 
to enter on the Eujoyments of the 
Blessings, usually attendant on Peace, 
to which they had so long been Stran- 
gers, perceive, with the deepest Sorrow, 
that Attempts are making to prolong 
and perpetuate the Sufferings of War, 
by enhancing and upholding the Price 
of Corn. 

That your Petitioners, seeing, in other 
Quarters, political Corruption and pri- 
vate Rapacity so firmly and resolutely 
' leagued against them, fly with Confi- 
dence for Protection to your Lordships, 
and appeal to your Noble-Mindedness, 
your Justice, your Humanity, against 
the Macninations and Violence of this 
unfeeling, this merciless League. 
Your Petitioners, therefore, humbly 
pray, that your Lordships will reject any 
Proposition that may be made to you to 
entertain any Bill, or other Measure, 
tending to diminish, or restrain the im- 
portation of Corn. 

And your Petitioners shall ever pray, 
&c. 

Cheap Corn. 

Mr. Cobbrtt. — In perusing your va- 
luable Register last week, 1 saw in it a 
letter entitled " Cheap Corn," which, 
with your permission, I would offer a few 
remarks on, and put a few queries to the 
writer, Aristides. He Degins with stating, 
that he " sets his face against all that has 
" been said or written on the subject." 
But if be were to ask Mr. Whitbread, if 
be bad ever made, at a public meeting, 
similar declarations as to the manner of 
farmers' living, I believe he would an- 
swer in the affirmative. If he were to 
ask Mr. Hunt, if he had ever spoken 
against high rents, he would give the 
June answer. Now, Sir, if ibis be true, 



Aristides' statement is incorrect— It is 
not, however* of much consequence whe- 
ther Lis letter contain sentiments which 
have bean delivered before, or not ; but 
whether tho*e #entiments be right ox 
wrong, of which neither Aristides, my- 
self, or any body else, can determine 
any farther than our own several opinions 
go* But Aristides b not wiiiiag to allow 
any body the credit of writing then* true 
sentiments. He charges them with vic- 
ing with each other which shall best elude 
" the true state of the case ;"or, in other 
words, which can deceive the public most. 
Is not this illiberal ; very illiberal 1 Per- 
haps it was a slip of the pen while his in- 
dignation rose against Landlords and Far- 
mers, who are now amassing so much 
wealth. I hope, whatever I write, lie 
will at least allow me to be sincere when 
I say, that all our dear bread derived its 
source from War, the causa of all our 
Taxes ; and now War has ceased, Taxa- 
tion must cease also, or ruin aud the fear 
of a jail will drive numbers of people to 
some land where they can work without 
a tax-gatherer taking the greatest part of 
their property, and where they can farm 
without being obliged to relinquish a 
tenth of their produce. — Aristides slate;, 
that lie has found one who has hinted at 
" the real cause of the evil." He says, 
" since this persons lease has expired, his 
landlord has doubled his rent:" but he 
has not told us when this lease was 
granted ; whether in tht cheap or in the 
dear times, or why the landlord thought 
of doubling the rent. He has also for- 
gotten to state the comparison of tht 
quantum of taxes paid, and housekeeping 
expenses, &c. in the year the lease was 
granted, and that in which it expired* 
These particulars are certainly very ma- 
terial to be known, as a criterion to ena- 
ble us to judge whether the landlord 
wanted a double income or not. Aris- 
tides lays great stress on manylittle farms 
being consolidated into one. This is not 
so geueral as he states, although it wiH 
be more so soon ; for now that a prison, 
stares the little farraeT in the face, and 
has stared some of them out of counte- 
nance, as any one may see by looking 
over his own parish, and observing the 
increase of paupers caused by an influx 
of labourers, the consequence of oppres- 
sive taxation. So far A ri 3 tides' statement 
is true, when he says, that " they art 
" either working as day labourers, «r 
K 2 
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" gone out of the kingdom ;" but,reader, 
forget not the reason ; they are taxed 
out of it. 

Aristides is not content with the far- 
mers' mode of living ; he calls upon the 
reader to enter a farm-house, and tells 
him, he will " no longer find the fanner's 
* •' daughters, Madge and Molly, (for such 
41 he will have their names) feeding hogs, 
" fetching of milking cows, churning 
" butter, or making cheese ;" but will 
find them in the hack parlour, d A wing 
or at music, or preparing for a county 
balL But, reader, be not content with 
stepping into one ; go into nine, and see 
if idleness is the order of the day; sec if 
they are not attempting to earn their 
livelihood by mailing cheese, or perform* 
ing some other duties. But, mark me, 
do not come from town to do this, when 
you have taken a fashionable breakfast 
at ten o'clock, and then, after a ride of 
- twenty miles, expect to find them churn- 
ing their butter. No, no, they will have 
half finished before you get from your 
beds ; they will be in their back parlour, 
1 if they have one, mending their garments, 
or recreating themselves by some agree- 
able and pleasant amusement, perhaps 
at music, perhaps at drawing, or perhaps 
embroidering Allow me to ask Aris- 
tides, what ham there is in farmers' 
daughters amusing themselves in this 
way, provided they do not neglect their 
business ? Does it follow of course, then 
that they cannot make pie, pudding, or 
dumplin* bceause they learn music ? Or 
because they sometimes sit in their back 
parlour, must they neglect going into the 
dairy? 

But the " old mare (what a grievaLce I) 
"is discarded." It is true; for those 
who kept her only, have found it neces- 
sary, by the late increase of assessed 
taxes, to make shift without her, and are 
content to walk.- -But why may not far- 
mers have the privilege of getting money 
enough to enable them to ride a good 
nag, as well as a tradesman? As for 
their " curricles, gigs, and chaises," is 
there one in fifty, or even in a hundred, 
that keep any of them? I shall pass 
over the young gentleman, his " hobnails 
"and smock frock, and carter's whip,' 
although I consider there is a medium 
between this and the other dress which 
Aristides describes; and would wish to 
know, why a farmer may not be a gen- 
tkman* " The ox's cheek, and leg of 



tStt 

•' beef," continues the writer, " gives 
" way to modern delicacy." This also 
is true; but the reason, Sir, is, because 
their own mutton and pork is cheaper 
to them. After all, Mr. Cobbftt, why 
does Aristides envy the farmers ? Doe* 
he think they live in luxury ? Does he 
think they get too rick? If be does, let 
him try • " let him take a farm at 41. per 
acre ; let him pay 31. per acre in teres ; 
after he has tilled and sown the ground 
with all possible care, let him get fifteen 
bushels oi blighted wheat per acre; let 
him pay like an honest man the tenth of 
aUhe has laid out on it to the church ; 
let him make Os. the bushel of the re- 
mainder, and then he will know and taste 
tht sweets of farming; then, he may 
sport his " military-cut upper-coat of su- 
" perfine, lined with silk," and his Wei- 
lingtonian boots ; and then, instead of 
keeping his curricle, he had better march 
along with that illustrious personage, tbfc 
next time he goes to fight for the re-esta- 
blishment of the Pope and the Inquisi- 
tion, than attempt to raise another year's, 
rent and taxes. 

Aristides pities the poor; so do I. He? 
wonders why they should he made to eat 
dear bread ; so do I. He says bread 
ought to be cheap; so do I. But, instead 
of envying the supposed riches of the 
fcrmer, I would pray Parliament to take 
off the taxes ; to do away the suppoit of 
a vrle system of corruption, so as to 
enable the landlords to lower their rents, 
and tire tenant his corn. I would pray 
that we might be relieved of tythes, that 
curse to agriculture, which supports a 
set of men, a tenth ofwhoiu are scarcely 
worth any thing but to mat out 'Church 
" and Slot* ;" a system which every agri- 
culturist ought to'set bis hands' against; 
and by doing which they would prove* 
their patriotism, their sincerity for na- 
tional improvement more than the sup. 
port of Wars, or of agricultural societies. 
— —Aristides— it behoves you, as an 
active citizen, to give a proof of your 
sincerity in wishing bread cheaper, and 
the people happier, by helping 4o pro- 
mote such a petition, and if yours and 
our prayer is heard, and the tames a*<f 
tythes taken off, then we shall have bread 
cheap; then we shall be content and 
happy : that will be the period, and not 
till that period arrives. I am,&c 
« * - A FRIBNDTOSXNCERITr # 

ijcrtfird, March 3, 1*1$. 
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Corn Laws. 

Ma. Cobbktt. — Having from the 
commencement of the present and pre- 
ceding discussions upon the proposed 
alterations of the Corn Laws, in behalf 
both of agriculture and the grower, 
jpven the most constant attention to the 
argument whereby they have been sup- 
ported, and also to those which, have been 
opposed, to them, permit me through 
the medium of your invaluable Journal, 
to make a few reriiarks upon the same. 

From the occasional conversation with 
the farmer and grower of com, I frankly 
confess myself to be one of those who 
have been persuaded that a very consi- 
derable and; valuable body of men among 
the farming-tenantry, require the protec- 
tion stated, to be sought in their behalf; 
and as far as my observation has ex- 
tended, I am also fully satisfied that 
the clas$ of agricultural labourers, col- 
lectively and distinctively as a body, re- 
quire consideration ami legislative assist- 
ance. , Presuming therefore, that these 
statements are facts; 1 must conclude 
that they ought to be duly weighed, and 
generously appreciated in connexion with 
all remonstrances against any measures 
that are proposed professedly to obtain 
a fair and proper amelioration, which I 
conclude the present measures, precipi 
tating through the bouses of parliament, 
are not calculated to produce, but, on 
the contrary, are practically mischievous 
. and particularly inponsistent with public 
welfare. However, Sir, as you have al- 
ready fully and repeatedly nroved this 
latter opinion, I shall only add one fact 
in confirmation of one of the objections 
which reflecting persons stated in the 
first instance. 1 allude to their assertion, 
" That , if the proposed measure could 
be established, the difference conse- 
quently paid i* the higher price of foreign 
com, suut but prove principally a premium 
or bonus, to the foreign grower of, and 
dealer in corn/ 'The following ftqt I 
humbly presume is convincing on the 
subject. A ttprofacter (wjioae name can 
be supplied; as soon as those measures 
were known to be sanctioned by the 
Government, and likely to be established 
under some modification, immediately in- 



per quarter was possible. Now Sir, t 
presume that no comment is necessary, 
and that I need only add that whoever 
thinks this gentleman did wrong in this 
instance, or in giving similar informa- 
tion to all his foreign correspondents, or 
that gentlemen in this profession collec- 
tively in giving such information to all 
their respective foreign connexions are 
censurabW, is ignorant of the regular 
practice and interests of conjmereial 
trade, and of what constitute! credit 
and respectability in the contracting of it, 
I have no hesitation in adding Aat every 
regular factor of foreign grain must have 
remitted such information %o each of 
their respectable correspondents, by the 
earliest opportunities after the expected 
rise, probably by the succeeding post. 
I cannot however pass from the subject 
of importation, (which wiH doubtless be* 
come very considerable to the port of 
this metropolis) without noticing, though 
with great deference to your superior 
judgement, that I do not think in con 
aexion with a durable peace that the 
proposed measure will have quite the 
effect in raising the brice of the London 
quartern loaf, which has been supposed; 
certainly not for f permanency. If the 
price should pass 13d. I must attribute 
it to the alarm which these obnoxious 
measures have excited. This itmark 
I beg you will not suppress. ShouM 
the price exceed, it would certainly only 
benefit the class of speculators whose 
ability to enrich themselves at the ftublia 
cxpeuce, you"Would not I am sore willingly 
contribute te. I do not allude to* regu- 
lar middle men, whose credit with their 
connexion!, and whose permanent in- 
terest is involved in regular profits, and 
not in fluctuating prices. But, Sir, are 
the inhabitants of this ancient and en- 
lighteneid metropolis to be persuaded by 
the country representatives, that without 
absolute dearth, and with free communi- 
cation to and from the coasts of the con- 
tinent, that 13d. or Is.or even 9d. should 
be flie permanent price of this portion 
of 'food t My reason for concluding 
that bread would not under the proposed 
measures exeeed the price I have stated 
during the continuation of peace, is that 
inasmuch as the said measure of prohi- 



him to delay his shipments and wait a 
few weeks for advanced markets; and 
mark reader, as a rise of no less than 17»» 



formed a foreign correspondent, advising biting the first sale of the importations 
14 ** |a * of foreign corn, when under 8l>s. would 

have the effect sought of advancing corn 



to that price, so likewise there would 
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sufch an immense importation and de- 
posit take place, to obtain that price 
•tt the advance, that it must necessarily 
Itcep it down to the Lowest possible ad- 
ditional advance that would ensure an 
equal chanee of sale, which must be 
connived ■ at, otherwise there would pro 
I>ably be wanted a protection or indem- 
nification bill, m behalf of the interested 
parties, and of the foreign proprietor. 
Thus* it: it obvious that if importation u 
to- take place in anyway, it must produce 
the same competition between the fo- 
reign and British growers of corn, which 
now jtxists between the British and Irish; 
and unless the two latter are first upon 
a fair footing, to oppose it in such a de- 
gree as must eventually produce their 
ruin, or call for absolute prohibition in 
their behalf, ft remedy which we have 
been led to suppose, might if this coun- 
try once Telied principally on foreigners 
for iU consumption; in its application, 



circumstances, whenever material dis- 
tinctions and differences exist, in order 
io arrive either at fair premises or just 
conclusions. It is a species of the com- 
monest craft used in vulgar controversy, 
to conftond all distinctions. It would 
be equally mischievous, and not a jot 
more injurious, to assume distinctions 
lliat are frivolous or unfounded. In ven- 
turing therefore to state that the far- 
mers should be considered as differently 
interested in point of claims in the present 
instance, and in adding that the indivi- 
duals appear to me to form in Great 
Britain three distinct and nearly equal 
parties, with very different pretensions, 
it is proper to explain, that this Is my 
private view of their case, and also that 
it is not grounded upon very intimate 
knowledge with, or extensive information 
on the subject, but merely derived from 
a few residents in different pails of Eng- 
land, in several of which verv dissimilar 



pcaasion as great a fall * in the prices of j customs prevail in the letting of estates, 



com throughout the exporting and corn 
growing nations of Europe, as might 
probably produce a general revolution, 
or lead to a war with this country to pre- 
vent it. ■ Btit, Sir, what good is the 
grower of corn, and the- agricultural 
labourer of this- country, to= derive from 
a measure that wilt always ensure a rival 
at his protecting, pricey seeing that go- 
vernment is determined that whenever 
higli prices or large demands prevail, the 
foreigner is then to close in, and to reap 
the greater advantages, for it is evident 
that the cheap- grower who must in this 
case reap a large profit, has the decided 
advantage in holding back to engross 
«aeh a market. 

But having allowed the partial accu- 
racy of the statement of pur opponents 
in behalf of the farmer and his servant, 
f would advocate their cause as earnestly 
as I would that of any other class of in- 
dividuals. Fo» elichiting their particu- 
lar cases, I shall proceed on the present 
occasion, by. giving:thc master the pr#- 
ctdence, though only on aceonnt of the 
courtesy due to him from his superior 
situation, for as urea and members of 
•oeiely, J know no difference in their 
relative importance, or m their claims to 
apjreciitte the interest, 
* rmefs* collectively; or 
" men, or of societx 
nsiy necessary to 
dibUiw: t states and 




and consequently in the circumstances 
and claims of the landed tenantry. Id 
some parts of the country nearly the 
whole of the tenantry are without leases, 
and many of them have now been so, for 
meny yeur» past ; and as the custom has 
very much increased, it i3 probable that 
the persons thu* situated, amount to one 
third of the who'e nu uber of farmers. 
The next class of formers are those who 
hold either long or short leases at an 
exorbitant rent, taken during the high 
prices of every species of produce, -ami 
the limited supply of the importation 
of foreign corn. Several of these persons 
it is said, occupy a number of estates or 
very large farms, but 1 do really believe 
that neither in number nor in point of 
the quantity of land which they occupy 
tltat they form more than a third of the 
interest in question. Certainly the em- 
barrassment* of* the farmcTat the present 
lime, "are not exclusively am^ng the»c 
persons. The last division consists of 
those farmers who have been more* cau- 
tious and successful, and are now living 
upon and cultivating their own pioperty r 
adding to those the gentlemen farmers- 
.'a term by no incaus novel) who perhnp* 
have cultivated under their own inspec- 
tion a small part of their estate, for the 
*ake either of amusement, or imyrovc 
<nent and discovery, rather than by way 
of competition with the more dependent 
farme*,These two descriptions of p erseo*, 
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with those tenants who have long old 
leases, or who have contracted prudently 
with liberal and uninformed Cits for re- 
newals, beyond doubt comprise a full 
third of the parties interested in the 
growth of corn and the forming business. 

The first class of farmers which I have 
instanced, art those who have no leases. 
These persons have been considered as 
mere vassals of the landlord, but I think 
very improperly, and that the term is 
inappropriate, and totally inadequate to 
appreciate their situation and wretched- 
ness. 

It is very obvious, that in the pre- 
sent stale of society these persons receive 
no particular protection nor equivalent 
advantage, neither are they to be fairly 
reckoned tenants at will. The farming 
business is the only employment they 
are adapted to follow, and if they profess 
moral principles and integrity, desiring 
to live by their exertions, and duly and 
fully to discharge the just demands, 
how small soever of their servants and 
others, they must continue to make the 
best of it. If they have none they must 
still do the same; without character, 
eredit or property, their profession i3 
the sole medium of their existence. The 
whole of these do not probably pay a 
rack tent, but it; is notoriously other- 
wise with the majority ; they are doomed 
whether corn is high or low, to pay the 
exactions of their landlords, to the utter- 
most fai thing. This class of farmers 
therefore are trot at all interested in pro- 
tecting prices, but they want, and so 
does agriculture, as far as connected 
with them, this innovation suppressed ; 
this growing imitation of Irish customs 
put a stop to ; this unnatural associa- 
tion with civilization broken down. It 
is also obvious that the protection of 
agriculture by an enhancement of prices, 
would not as far as it is connected with 
tim class/ of farmers, contribute to the 
enrichment and employment of the other 
■ classes of society: no, ,their poverty would 
still remain, and they would ccntinue in 
this respect, the least useful body of the 
community. Having no inducements for 
exertion, they would also continue to 
be very inferior agriculturists. They 
may sign their landlord's petitions for 
protecting prices, but it is evident the 
protection they want, is from high and 
fluctuating rents,, in connexion with 
more certain tenure. It may be said 



that these persons do not pay so much 
rent per acre, as the farmer in some 
other districts ; this objection is allowed 
to be correct, and even in several in- 
stances where the fanners will be gainers 
by their present leases. But this 
only makes the practice more intoler- 
able. It is evident that those per- 
sons cannot pay a rack rent equally a* 
high as the leasehold tenant of a well 
managed and conditioned farm, in the 
first instance; because the security of rea- 
ping the advantage of his improvements, 
and expenditure of property, on the es- 
tate, during his enjoyment of the lease, 
would have induced him to cultivate and 
stock it, to the utmost of his ability. 
But no farmers of property would take 
land to do tfie same, upon an uncertain 
terms, nor is theie any probability of 
persons without property becoming ade- 
quate to such an expenditure, unless by 
certain possession at a moderate rent, for 
a given number of years. This is a 
chance that certain landholders, for, the 
sake of enjoying a most arbitrary power, 
or for the gaining of a few pounds more 
in the first instance, appear determined 
to continue denying them. In patting 
from this subject, 1 would hazard*. con- 
jecture and venture to snppose,that ifthis 
increasing practice should become gene- 
ral throughout Great Britain, as the 
face of the country recovers its mili itary 
population, it would approach that state 
of anarchy, so often prevailing in the 
sister kingdom ; of which country I would 
venture to add, that under similar cir- 
cumstances, more serious troubles and 
difficulties must occur than, any hitherto 
encountered. 

Government ought, however, to inter- 
pose and fine both landholders for 
letting, and tenants for occupying, 
farms without leases ; and that also, if 
not contracted for between the resident 
tenant, and the real proprietor, when 
such. This would, in some measure, 
defend the unwary, of the latter order, 
from those speculators in the taYtn^ of 
farms, who deal in leases, and the faxmer 
from the same ; and also from the ob- 
noxious class, of interloping overseers 
in the management of large. estates. 

The next class of farmers, in behalf of 
whom pretensions are made for corn pro* 
tecting prices, are those who have taken 
leases during the extreme high price of 
Corn, and other provisions % "but tlia 
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difficulties in which these persons are 
involved, are ; justly, merited by tut. 
majority of them; inasmuch 'as' it was 
tfieir > speculations,* • for' extensive occu 
pancy,* which 4 occasioned those high 
price v*** of rents and provisions, in 
connexion^ with ; circumstances that fe- 
vered the issued To place the subject, 
in/ reference ' to' themselves, in a clear 
pfunt, of view, it should be thus stated. 
*'^ That ' by rendering the land less ' fniit- 
•* ful * in** provisiohs," and agrichhural 
*' productions, the money value", or price 
** received for the "produce' became con- 
•' siderably enhanced/' a necessary' con- 
fH\ uen* e, f in connexion with a propoil ion- 
ate ' demand rbK the' varioas productions. 

That this is a substantial part? or a ne- 
cessary' consequence, of the' improved 
•vh*ehi of * large forms, and unlimited oc- 
elli pancy is obvious'. That 4 is the" key- 
alone* upon* which "■ the" : whole' system 
Uhjfre^ is incontrovertible. 11 

\Vtth proprietor's and' monopolizing' rar- 
jMers, tr.e'c^ntesf of* the'system for large' 
& fo? small forms? is* simply; does the' 
litfeiy or* the" 5 former, produce the most' 
nVoney,' nWthe'greafe'srqtfa'ntuni of com- 
lffoVlilyj Thus** doe* the pioda^e'of any 
^enquantlt^of laridf in G0'*ttialr farms, 
in fruity v^etable^V poultry; pork; lutier, 
tiiiiec^; c^irnT and pasture*' sell for asttifech 
vtitl&a* limit^ofecjul^aletit demand; as 
ffte pjfcrtKae* of the' same* land; divided" 
dnly^ hito^ three* farmsf Ihe valuer in 
tfaantily'aiKl price; of the two last m&i- 
tftnfed branched of'flrgrieuJtiire; being 
^tfuMIri broth instances; arid> it bein^posi 
*JlMe*4>K tb# three^forms tor supply the 
♦feawnd^ for* the former commodities 
tSoilfctrnor td raiseMke quantifier of the" 
jtffc^V it is* therefore pr*ny*ofovious, 
ffiaT the> lar^e" fanu 1 system has welt- paid* 
ftro*#'wnor *aecre*decP in* jostling- their* 
ftigfiBour* Ou? of House} home>aurt enf* 
ffoyiiicitt; and tniif tftelai^lwd-hotdertf 
rhirSeThrfvi? bectttilled^thbrdby; and that 
tStif bbtfr wouhfc continue 'to* prosper* 
#h«e?* thfc twtf- principle* depa**nt*ut* of 

fric1ilt<tfe> re»aine*t' «£ lucrative^ a* bo; 
**,. of MttoP SOmer other* uncoiltr*hibte 
rfjc^ii&falweS 5 sbhirtd* proserin** tln> sy#- 
tfcfliK Sut'ft art occurence* nnry* pw>U»bly 
>* a* q&itilri effect of a*coiit»nitation> of 
ffc&efl Bui' indepeifdouUv of a*iy snclrfiP 
Wre evcn# gr>ar d^ictpxfcf have atr&adif 
•jftfftitaite iptl(eprirfe# and* pttfcUrof 
*fc ottfer feadm# depart rai^ of a^tfenb 



participated in the fall of the price of 
animal food (the consequence of the fai- 
lure of government contracts' in the Lon- 
don markets (which I must conclude very 
unfair, though 1 hold t be middle man in 
equarrespect and worthy of eflicie nt pro- 
6tsV yet k is notorious that it has gener- 
ally taken place to a very great extent,* 
and that the lease occupiers of large, 
farms, whether men of property or not, are 
at their wits' e nd, both from the fall in 
value cf their stocky and the uncondition- 
al obligation of their leases. Now, Sir,, 
are not the persons thus ruined or likely 
to be so, entitled to assistance? and 
would it not be politic in the country to 
grant it in behalf of agriculture. Ii the 
statement before you is a correct one, it 
would be most impolitic and most unjust 
in the goternBient to require it. But 
should 'not the landlords be compelled^ 
or rather ought they not voluntarily to 
lower their rents 1 The latter is for their : 
private consideration, but were 1 a land- 
lord thus situated, I should not choose to 
comply with any suggestion' to* that 
etiect, unless in smh jet uliar case where 
if became my interest'to do so, or unless 4 
1^ eVnitd be assurld* that' land-holders - 
throughout the country would do so gc-* 
nerally. 1'u*, ^ir. I eoiuutelely dciiytliat 
government Ik*vr» anjr tv+M il interfere* 
between the 'parties in this case,'* a 1 It ho' I* 
am prepared to allow that they have" pre- 
cedent iu interfering* to regulate and re^ 
stricf the importation' of corn, or rather 
in'' the~ present instance in* nitefcding and > 
affetnpting to do so, and as- has-been ror- 
ciblV shewn* a* very had' precedent, yet I 
do not think thaf'^overnmenT C^nrcter- 
fere* even irt- an indirect v»ay. It has - 
liowevef beeri s^tnhised by some essavbts. 
oil" thfe- subject, tlfiif by taxrng those la;ui. 
lord's estates- which are let at a- high nlit,- 
and by reheVin^ the* occupying tenuht, • 
jwyirng such iteite of lu^ tares that sorae^* 
thing- might" l>e- done; BuT I do not* 
think- that' the Uody of land liOldeTs; ^Vitli 
ail theii* preachings' to- the ^ptiiace/oa 
the' subject o£ passiveTiess^ would be* 
brought to submit j ai«hl also flunk* that 
iKthey* coirid* iPr/oHtd* even" aTprdsent^ 
tfHd^ n^ur^y hertAitWr; be f«rt|wd ldtailv« 
iaade«qtotev If appear^ to n*, that thV 
srAnrtian" oflboeJdistre&ed and-hnwOr-- 
thy persons is^ iAfeftfcVahlP, an# that* 
;more<o#tln5n| wilt become bankrupts, to> 
rtkralhietrott 1 n#th>ii<cfied«Oft both* ptst* 
and> u*Vri0iis> or & thtf p«rii^< \riO# 
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rbeir accumulations faster than they 
heaped them together, setting one m<r< 
example to monopolizers and speculators 
or rather as these classes are incorrigible 
ftirnishing one more argument to sonu. 
future legislature for interfering to pro- 
hibit ail such practices as are likely to 
become either self or publicly injurious. 

The practical and public economy <>f 
large fcrms has however nucie *ome 
noise in the world, and a dozen farms 
have frequently during the late war been 
made into one, for no better apparent 
reason than to save a little horse keep; 
but whoever has Leen persuaded by such 
anaigument, has certainly s\\ shewed a 
bait. Our acce*tors ate as good hetf 
and mutton as their children; the inUi- 
mixture of foreign breeds of sheep may 
possibly have imptoved the wools of 
the country, ana the case would have 
been similar if the small farms bad not 
Lien biohen up ; but large farms in the 
possession of opulent jersons, enable tlun. 
to withoid the huppS.es, and laise the 
maikets, and with medy tenauls s. re un- 
productive. ILeictoie small tanners. 
«re the lest eccicimsts <« behalf of ihe 
public, and cnsiue the most prompt 
supplies. 

If any one shcukl think that the fore- 
going strictures on the Urge farm system 
are too severe, I would 1 rofer him to the 
following extract from " Ike Loid's Ke- 
port of evidence," for which f am in- 
debted to the letter of a valuable corres- 
pondent of" The 1 imes" paper, in which 
ft appeared on fa en day the 6th inst. 
It is taken froBV the evidence of Mr. 
Phillips, land sur\eyor, tnd civil engi- 
neer, who ha* been, much employed in 
the southern paH of Mie kingdom. 
• '* Revtrktu ns on the Corn laws must 
heave' this eftect ; it jvill at once render 
permanent the ino&t ternbie sysiem of 
monopolising the occupancy of lane's. 
I now* fe'eg to give evidence upon the ef- 
fects' it has upou society geucially. In 
muny places vheie I have been strvey- 
lt\f[ t where there were «iO or (Jfr farmers 
kra parish, it has been reduced to the 
small number of four or five, and some 

Sarishe* occupied' by one man ;- large 
fat riots of coui.try in the occu) ancy of 
tfir [Assessor ; where there were formerly 
t great many iarm-hcuscs> there is. pro- 
bably only a-*bailiftv r i he horror this sys- 
tem creates among mankind generally, 
%tsX iff parishes, is inconceivable* In sup- 



port of this argument, my Lords, in the 
hands of the little farmers, an immense* 
increase of food is brought to the public, 
from as it were the lap of the farmer's* 
wife. In a little farm, where theie is a* 
dairy, the produce is not only the calves, 
but an immensity of butter and cheese; 
the refuse ol a aairy will support a pig-, 
gery; that kind of animal food is reared 
in a very short time in immense quanti-. 
ties. Agtin, when a little former and 
his family will raise from the little pro- 
duce of bis a in all farm, a dairy, the re- 
fuse of which supports a inggery, then- 
comes the poultry. W here there n> a cow- 
yard and a piggery, vast quantities of 
poultry indeed are produced with very 
little care, reared almost in the lap of the 
fanner's wife, nourished in her kitchen 
corner; 1 am not speaking theoretically 
now ; mentioning only one paii&h wilt 
serve as a strong instance for the whole 
kingdom ; &mong&.il these di tie rent faun* 
cts, every labourer had a comfoi table 
master, and every tradesman comforta- 
ble employ: now, hundreds or thousands., 
m a ppnshure pauperised, wherever there 
is a family of child ten ; the milk-pails, 
whith were principally the nutriment o^ 
ftmities, are done away." 

IS] ark reader the desolating conse* 
quenccs and progress of this execrable 4 
sv stein, both upon town and country 
maikets, and upon the small fanner and 
the labourer, and the fiend-like proceed- > 
ings connected therewith ; "the milk-pails 
which were principally the nutriment of 
families, are done away;* the pig-styes 
are dene away, tbey are not permitted. • 
V> hat then have individuals either gene- 
rally or collectively dared to prohibit 
their dependents, from contributing in * 
these ways to the supply ei the markets 
and their own maintenance? Yes, it is 
notorious that conspiracies of both kinds 
have existed in several districts, and that 
under their operation the miseries, pri- 
vations and moral degradation of the 
<> labouring classes, have exceeded whatever 
has been before experienced in this 
country,,' except in times of absolute 
-nearth and internal war. There being 
'but one state of society in which the 
immediate or rather apparent interest of 
landholders, collectively as rent receivers* 
is more in- favor of again dividing their 
laqds into smalt farms, rather than re* 
^maining of the prc:»ent enlarged extent, 
(\iz. w here the uppulatio^ is. principally 
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agricultural), it would appear to me that \ 
Government should interpose in this 
instance to adjust the system as far as the 
convenience of the population and the 
interest of the public require. It might 
be done by a tax per acre, upon owners 
and tenants of estates, beyond a given 
size, when let beyond a certain price, in- 
creasing also upon larger estates, when 
let high. A temporary measure of this 
kind thus modified, would lead rich land- 
holders to divide their large estates 
where these high rents prevail. Such a 
measure should certainly not extend to 
those less populous parts of the country 
whcie rent* are comparatively low,as it 
rrn^ht occasion a too rapid increase of 
the people. To ensure utili*v, Govern- 
ment shonld a'so make it illtmil for any 
man to form more than one estate, which 
would tor ever crush the monopoly of 
the if?:r;!lry, r.i-1 bei.c'lt the proprietor 
more th-iti any oilier measure of insuring 
?n adequate number of practical farmers, 
ftnd eventually a facility in obtaining 
tenants, or a certain though limited 
source of competition for the taking of 
farms. LandloHs probably also, in ad- 
dition to this irregular competition for 
unlimited occupancy, which raised rents 
in consequence of its pernicious effect.', 
have been led to neglect their perma- 
nent interests, in upholding the farm 
houses, and preserving that previous 
division of their estates which had 
marked the progress of society and com- 
fort, by the inducements of large inter- 
ests and certain income for their savings 
in the funds ; but although this source of 
artificial accumulation in reference to so- 
ciety is like the gates of the broad way 
that leadeth to destruction, to remain 
of widened entrance, the immediate and 
permanent interest of landholders aj> 
pears now in this respect completely ob- 
vious. 

1 here remains now to consider the last 
division of persons in whose behalf pro- 
tecting com prices are sought. But I 
have, I fear, already trespassed too far 
upon the valuable columns of your im- 
partial Register. I shall defer this part 
of my subject to a second communica- 
tion; and now big to remain, 



The Inquisition. 



Yours, &c* 
March Gih, 1815. 



T. H. J. 



Since my last remarks upon SpanisU 
affairs, 1 have read in the Morning 
Chronicle the subjoined extraordinary 
article. — I have inserted it at full length; 
there certainly is not a man living that 
would believe, without such evidence, 
that, in the nineteenth century, such 
wretched ideotism could have been suf- 
fered to have occurred. I wish King 
Ferdinand had been allowed to remain 
quietly where he whs, amusing himself 
with embroidery, rather than exercising, 
as he has done, despotical power against 
the poor people who had restored him. 
It is indeed a melancholy reflection, 
that there should exist in civilized Eu- 
rope a human being capable of such 
extreme felly. The -priests, it seems are 
aLout to marry the beloved Ferdinand 
to one of the Infantas, as they are called* 
of Portugal. Are we to suppose that a 
wife Mas rendered necessary for his 
health, from the recollections of " the 
certain signs " which these holy men saw 
to arise, on the indecent exposure of 
the persons of Buonaparte's harlots? — A 
correspondent will have it, that this is 
done in imitation of a certain King «f 
Jewisn celebrity, who was unquestion- 
ably of an extremely amorous temper- 
ature, and indulged very freely in the 
carnal lusts of the flesh, or, as Ferdi- 
nand's confessor terras it, " the seventh 
deadly sin." I shall not give any opinion 
on this ; nor do I pretend to understand 
in what way this ghostly father " admo- 
nished "his royal pupil; but admonish 
him he did, and* it seems to have had the 
salutary effect, for a season at least, ot 
quenching the flame. The king, how- 
ever, had occome so extremely sensual, 
that he occupied himself solely in arrang- 
ing the wardrobe of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary, to whom he preseuted an entire 
new suit of clothes, from the chemise 
outwards, having first paid particular 
attention to the "fringing of her robe." 
After so much trouble, such pious care, 
and so extraordinary devotion, it would 
have been extremely ungrateful in the 
lady, if she had not rewarded him accor- 
ding to his deserts. The priests did not 
chose to trust him with a woman. It 
was nevertheless necessary the Holy Vir- 
gin should acknowledge the King's 
civility. One of them, therefore,, having 
I )ecn « overcome " by sleep, was hworoi 
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with a visit from the " immaculate mo- 
ther of God ", who, after turning her- 
self round and round, and shewing her 
finery in ail the vain glory of a newly 
decorated King's place Priestess " sigh- 
ed " amorously ; and the poor priest,, not 
knowing how to act, ran and called the 
King's confessor, ivho told him that 
" the Holy Virgin had already said as 
" much to tbe^King himself!!!" The 
meaning of this cannot be misunderstood* 
It is too plain ; and the iufeieuce is too 
abominable to be dwelt on. I trust, 
however, that such absurdities as these 
will at length open the eyes of the peo- 
ple, and that this contemptible fanatic 
may soon meet with the reward which 
his ignorance, his ingratitude, and Ids 
perfidy so richly merits. 



Occupations and Miracles of 
King Fehpinand VII. 

The occupations of King Ferdinand 
during his captivity in France were allu- 
ded to by Mr. Whit bread in Parliament. 
We have been, through the favour of a 
ttJaahie correspondent, pot in possession 
of the authentic document, setting forth 
the holy and mrraculcus works performed 
byFerditmtifi,aml we have been prevented 
only hy-tbe overflow of temporary matter 
fwm making an extract for the improve- 
ment of our readers. The document is 
a : Sermon preached by Dojn Biaz de Osfo- 
loza, .Captain Major of his Catholic Ma- 
jesty, .i'nd li is Confessor. The following 
is* i?u Extract. The Confessor begins bv 
giving a picture of the life of the King 
at Valency: " The King," says he, 
" rose at eight o'clock, heard mass, 
breakfasted, made afterwards a party at 
billiards, entered his closet to read his 
letters, or some portion of holy writ, 
embroidered at the Tambour till two 
o'clock, ;at which time he took a short 
airing -in* a cairiage— he dined on his 
retwrn^imade a short prayer, received 
his brother*, or those who were admitted 
tapay their court to him, nipped, and 
before going to* bed recited with all his 
Household the Litanies, which he toned 
himself/' " An Agent of Napoleon, 
whose impkus presence he was forced 
to endue, employed h\i means of seduc- 
tion lo draw the Infant from his holy 
Pccupatkmsr r(e brought a troop of 
fcawle dancers from. Paris, and even hi, 



own wife, to endeavour to charm the 
King ; but I perceived by certain signs 
(adds the Confessor, whose words we 
translate literally), that the breasts of 
these women, indecently exposed, were 
beginning to have a dangerous effect on 
the Prince, who was ready to fall into 
the seventh deadly sin. I admonished 
him in time, and like the slave of Poti- 
phar, Don Ferdinand escaped these new 
sirens." " The King was above all thintzs 
incensed at the poverty of the chief aliar 
of the parish of Valency ; and at there 
being in the Chateau a play-house, 
while there was neither a chapel nor an 
oratory — while the people were luxurious 
in their furniture and feasts a "d misera- 
ble iu the decoration of their temples. 
The King embroidered himself a beau- 
tiful robe of white silk, with gold pullet* 
and gold frinue, for the Virgin, lie had 
raised a superb altar, gilt, and he some- 
times served himself the Mass at the feet 
of the Queen of the Angels. The Queen 
of the Angels was most sensible of these 
royal attentions, and manifested to him 
her content bv many signs. It happened 
I in particular, that one night an Ecclesi- 
astic of the district being overoome with 
J 6leep in the church, iht Virgin appeared 
to him as coming cut of the eHar — she 
advanced towards the Ecclesiastic, made 
several turns round him, to display 'the 
elegance of her toilette; and said to4ihn> 
sighing that her sen received' the vows of 
the King in reconrpence of the line robe 
that he had given her; that the Spanish 
Princes would not remain long without 
!?eing delivered ; and that they must form 
an Order of the Holy Sacrament, with* 
which ail the Chevaliers should be armed 
for his defence. The Priest much 
touched by this speech, , awakened, and 
came to me to reveal the miraculous vi- 
sion; but I answered bv assuring him 
thfct the Holy Virgin had already said ait 
much to the King himself— -who in thank- 
ing her had promised, that on his re- 
turn to Spain he would make her worship 
flourish over all the provinces subject to 
Iris dominion." 

University of Oxford. 
Sir,-- I have heard it said by certain 
persons in this place, who are displeased 
with the letters* which have appeared at 

* foi tiic preceding Letters, *ce Vol. XXV. Ko. 
9, 1 \. lb. Vol. XXVI. -No. 2\ V6, *?. Vol. 
XXV 11, No. C, 9. T ' 
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different times in your Register rela- 
tive to the proctors, that the publication 
of them was intended to subvert the dis- 
cipline of the University. — This accusa- 
tion from men incapable of controverting 
the statements and observations in them, 
is not worthy of much notice; as, I 
hope, I have already sufficiently proved 
that the conduct pursued by certain per- 
sons in office, has been much more cal- 
culated to produce this effect, than any 
thing that can be said in reprobation of 
such conduct. Had they acted with the 
least degree of temper and moderation 
in the execution of their office-, no public 
notice would be taken of their proceed- 
ings, which have bad the effect of doing 
the very thing, that, had they any judg- 
ment or prudence, we should naturally 
suppose, they would wish to leave un- 
done; I mean, the bringing their privi- 
leges into question before the public; 
and making it a matter of discussion and 
inquiry, whether persons of their profes- 
sion who have generally shewn an in- 
equation to make an improper use of their 
power here, are fit to fill offices of au- 
thority in other places. But this is a 
topic which I touch lightly, as it is my 
wish to allay rather than excite irritation ; 
for I . solemnly declare that every thing 
I have written on the subject, has been 
written from no other motives than those 
of justice and humanity; and if I have 
occasionally shewn any warmth, it is 
merely that which I always fed when I 
hear or think of cruelty and oppression. 
I will take this opportunity of observing, 
that I have lately heard the different 
Vice-chancellors (and heads of houses 
defended for not interfering when the 
proctors have abused their power, on the 
idea that the proctors, were any restraint 
laid upon them, might refuse to act 
at all in matters of discipline. But a proc- 
tor, who could behave in this manner, 
must be so ill-conditioned as to be evi- 
dently and confessedly unfit for his 
office; and in, that case, it would cer- 
tainly be much better that be should do 
nothing, than that he should be permit- 
ted to disgrace the University by the 
commission of violent or illegal acts, 
arising from his- ill-temper or want of 
judgment. It has been, said too, that 
persons have been committed by a 
Vice-chancellor without being allowed 
to speak a word in their own- defence. 
To this I can give litHe credit; for, not 
yr insist on the extreme harshness, of 



such a proceeding, I am inclined to 
think that commitments by a magistrate 
under such a circumstance (and the 
supposition is reasonable, though I am 
not positive of the fact)would be contrary 
to law. The mode of paying the marshal 
is, for obvious reasons, very objection- 
able. As the office, though merely 
ministerial, is of an unpleasant nature, 
his salary should be ample; and his 
emoluments should not depend on gratui- 
ties or fees paid by the University on the 
apprehension or commitment of persons 
into his custody. 

This, Sir, is perhaps the last letter yon 
will receive from me relative to this busi- 
ness, as before long I shall most probably 
leave the University. I trust, however, 
that if any abuse should occur, that 
some other person resident here will 
think it bis duty Xq lay it before the 
public. It is, indeed, to be regretted 
that in doing this, any concealment 
should be necessary : hut to many per- 
sons, in places where there is much pub* 
lie and private patronage, and frequent 
elections to offices, concealment, however 
repugnant to their feelings, . becomes, it* 
a prudential point of view, a matter of' 
necessity; for it cannot be supposed that 
they who have so" little feeling as t« 
abuse their official power, or even not 
to exert their influence and authority 
to prevent its being abused by others, 
would have the liberality to forgive the 
person who states the fact to the world. 

To this cause, must be attributed the 
the whispering, or air of mystery, on 
subjects which in other places would 
make the very stones cry out. The man 
whose wish it is to effect the reform of 
any abuse in public bodies, should 
know, that, unfortnnately for them, the 
only advice that will be heard, must be 
conveyed in the public execration of 
their misconduct; for to any thing 
less than this, experience tells us, there 
will be little attention paid. Should any 
of the abuses, or trie injustice and 
cruelty, enumerated in the preceding 
letters be repeated, or any others be 
committed ; which, for the credit of the 
governors in this place, I hope will 
never happen ; my prayer is, that they 
may raise a manly, but temperate, in- 
dignation in the University against the 
; authors of them, and be recorded, and 
submitted to the puhlic, by a more able 
pen than that of your much obliged, 

Oxford* Match GtK 1816, ¥. Z- 
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Popular Opinions. 

Sir, — The opinions of the people of 
England appear to be as various as tHe 
impulses oi individual interests differ 
one from another. The affairs of the 
nation, and of the world, are so intimate- 
ly blended with personal interest, and na 
tional prejudice, that the whole compact 
has grown by private contention, and the 
national security combined by national 
prejudice, into a bulwark bordering on 
impressions arising from ignorance. — 
When one looks around at the present 
period, every separate interest is seen 
jiugling its unreserved discussions with 
the national wisdom.— The great class 
cf proprietors of land, and farmers in 
rueful mood exhibit dangers impending 
on reductions conducive to public plenty. 
— The richer cry aloud on the dismal ef- 
fects of the property tax ; the mercantile 
joining in its heart-rending expositions. — 
The middling, against the price of all the 
necessaries of life.— The manufacturer, 
against the difficulties and expences at- 
tending the profits of his labour.— The 
labourer and poorer class, violently 
against mechanical inventions destructive 
to manual labour, and consequent inabi- 
lity to meet the exhorbitant demand for 
food. — The beggar, against the inade- 
quacy ©T charitable donations, inn coun- 
try exceeding every other in the known 
world for expenditure of this nature ; 
and every class in unison of bitter excla- 
mation on the general oppression of tax- 
ation. Let it be admitted, much room 
may exist for excitations to complaint: 
atifi that it is well in the privilege of li- 
berty to express public grievances in 
public meetings ; yet, be it remembered 
by a people who have struggled to the 
very acme of national pre-eminence and 
glory, in a tide of patriotism immortalis- 
ing the annals of their age, that the sacri- 
fice of national ease and personal luxury 
may yet be required devotedly to be laid 
on 'the altar of that pre-eminence and 
glory, thflft, untarnished, it may reflect its 
lustre on surrounding nations, and the 
blessings of universal peace ! Rut, is 
.not thai lustre tarnishing? There rests 
the doubt ; and in that doubt let |it rest, 
while % momentary glance is cast on the 
represented people in its assembled coun- 
cil. Ask, what are the impressions t it 
should excite? what are the impressions 
it does excite? Let any impartial ^man 



listen to the debates of this exalted as- 
sembly : — if he be a foreigner, what his 
surprise —if an Englishman, tenacious of 
his birthright, what the shock to his 
feelings, when, fondly anticipating the 
deliberations of reason, and the unbias- 
sed decisions of sound judgment, he finds 
it labouring from the beaten paths of 
nobleness and wisdom, into the wilds of 
unmannerly witticism, and personal in- 
vective ; while the great national cause*, 
unaided by virtuous deliberation, pro- 
ceeds on the sole discretion of ministers ! 
'till wakiug from the wrangling of per- 
sonal anitnosities, they bellow for lost 
rights of the constitutional charter, they 
themselves in their madness have left 
sinking unheeded, while lacerating the 
national pride and worrying the public 
feeling. On this subject, let some sim- 
ple questions elicit from some better in- 
formed on constitutional policy, why so 
many vacant seats are permitted when 
the affairs of the nation ought to dictate 
the presence of every representative of 
the people at every meeting of parlia- 
ment ? why one hears of ministers being 
obliged to solicit from every part of the 
kingdom, nay, from many parts of th* 
continent, the attendance of members tti 
the houses of parliament, when it should 
ba a paaraou it duty in their election to 
the pnbli* service.? Can it be, that th<\ 
sons of noblemen and wealthy gentlemen 
are bought into honours, to which their 
mental unworthiness renders their ab- 
sence more honourable to the nation, than 
the favour of their presence useful, unless 
when an insignificant \ca or nay is de- 
manded by the usage of parliament ? If 
one turn the vidw to another point, still 
is seen the long impressed reign of preju- 
dice and hostility, flaming with unabated 
fatality. Nothing satisfies this feeling but 
the contemplation of the complete sul - 
version of American republican independ- 
ence ; even with the signature of peace 
before one's eyes, victory in a deluge of 
blood and carnage is anxiously anticipa- 
ted bith on sea and land, as a regenera- 
tive principle for the imbecility of national 
ex rtioju On the other hand, although 
there no longer exists a Napoleon, to di- 
rect the terrifying energies of once al!- 
powerud Frauce, yet the sufferings of this 
feeling is alleviated with nothing less than 
tne total annihilation of its power ; safety 
emanates only in the prospect, of its conW 
pression on every side by the absorption 
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of independent states, no matter how sub-i 
versive of natural rights, or unwarranted ! 
in justice. Yet many years may not pass 
over, when oppressed Europe may look 
back with regret, that the preponderant 
military power is not France — that the 
dictator of the ocean is not England. 
The charm which gave decided victory t« 
the arms of France, where ever they ap- 
peared, is shattered in the entrance of 
hostile armies into Paris ; the spirit which 
once animated their fragments can never 
more be combined, to render them fearful 
to the repose of Europe. No, nor per- 
haps will the naval ascendancy of England 
everreuder necessary such another rise of 
military genius, or such varied system s of 
continental combination. One more view, 
and 1 have done— one which claims atten- 
tion, and is disponed to excite anxieties of 
no trilling interest. Russia, elated by its 
military prowess, glowing with an ardour 
natural to humanity, may easily burst its 
frozen bonds, and pour its barbarous 
hordes on the lights of the civilized 
world; and, in its rugged c Torts, rend the 
hard won laurel ere it firmly entwine the 
proud expectant brow of Britain, and with 
the broken emblem decorate its own, yet 
butt little since trans-Atlantic colonies. — 
But it is the inevitable fate of man, of na- 
tions, perhaps of worlds, to arrive at some 
given point in perfection, then to retrogade 
"until lost in the obscurity of eternity, and 
are heard of no more f 

AMfCUS BRITANNr.fc. 



Buonaparte in France!!! 

This uulooked for and extraordinary' 
occurrence was anounced last night to 
the astonished inhabitants of the metro- 
polis, by the publication of the following 
official documents in all the evening 
papers : 

ORDONNANCE OF THE KING, 

CONTAINING MEASURES OF GENERAL 
SAFHTY. 

" Lours by the Grace of God, King 
of Frauce and Navarre, to all those who 
shall see these presents, health. 

" The 12th article of the Constitutional 
Charter charges us especially with ma- 
king regulations and ordonnances neces- 
sary for the safety of the State. It 
would be essentially compromised if we 
did uot take prompt measures to repress 
the euterprise which Jias just been formed . 
upon OLe of the points of our kingdom, J 
and to i revent tit effect of plot* and 



attempts to excite civil war and destroy 
the Government, 

" Art. 1. NAPOIJION BUONA- 
PARTE is declared a Traitor and Rtbcl, 
for having appeared with arms in h is 
hands ui the Department of the Var. 

It is enjoined to all Governors, Com- 
mandants of the armed force, National- 
Guards, Civil Authorities, and even sim- 
ple Citizens, to arm against him, to- 
arrest and carry him before a Council 
of War, which, afler having recognised 
his. identity, shall apply to him the 
penalties pronounced by the Law. 

2. Shall be punished with the same 
penalties, and as guilty of the same 
crimes. 

" The soldiers and persons of every 
spade, who shall have accompanied or 
followed the said Buonaparte in his in- 
vasion of the French territory, unless 
in the delay of eight days from the pub- 
lication of the present ordonnance, tiiey 
come and muke their submission to our 
'Governors, Commanders of Military i>i- 
vhions, Generals, or Civil Administrators. 

" 3. Shall be equally prosecuted and 
punished as abettors ami accomplices of 
rebehon, and of attempts to change the 
form of Government and provoke civil 
war, all civil and military administrators, 
chiefs, and persons employed in the said 
administration, payers and receivers of 
public money, even simple citizens, who 
shall, directly or indirectly, lend aid to 
Buonaparte. 

" 4. Shall be punished with the same 
penalties, conformably to the 102d ar- 
ticle of the Penal Code, those who by 
speeches made iu public places or 
societies, by placards stuck up, or by 
printed writings, shall have taken part, 
or engaged citizens to take part iu the 
revolt, or to abstain from repelling it, 

" 5. Our Chancellor, Ministers, Se- 
cretaries of State, and our Director-Ge- 
neral of Police, each in what concerns 
him, are charged with the execution of 
the presentOrdonnauce.which shall be u> 
scrted in the Bulletin of Laws, addressed 
to all Governors of Military divisions* 
Generals, Commander*, Prefects, Sub- 
Prefects, and Mayors of our kingdom, 
with orders to cause it to be printed and 
stuck up at Paris, and wherever else it 
may be needful, 

" Given at the Castle of the Thuilfe- 
ries, Gtn March, 1815, and th«r 20tb 
jear o£ our reign, 

.{Signed) " Louis* 
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" By the King, 
"The Chancellor of France, Dam bray/' 
PROCLAMATION. 

CONVOCATION OF THE LEGISLATURE. 

"We had on the 31st December last 
adjourned the two Houses, to resume 
their sittings on. the 1st May. During 
that time we had been preparing the ob- 
jects upon which they were to occupy 
themselves. The march of the Congress 
of Vienna permitted us to believe in the 
general establishment of a solid #wi 
durable peace; and we were engaged, 
without ceasing, in ail those labour;* 
which might ensure the tranquillity and 
happiness of the people. This tranqui- 
lity is disturbed — this happiness may be 
compromised by malevolence and trea- 
son. The promptitude and wisdom of 
the measures which we are taking will 
check their progress. Full of confidence 
in the zeal of which our Chambers have 
given us proofs, we are eager to call 
them around us. 

" If the enemies of the country have 
founded their hope upon the divisions 
which they have always endeavoured to 
foment, its supporters, its legal defen- 
ders will destroy that crimnai hope by 
the unattackabie force of an undeitructi- 
hie union. 

" For these causes, we have ordered 
and do order what foliws : — 

"Art. 1. The Cmrmbcr of Peers and 
the Chamber of Deputies of Depart- 
ments arc convoked extraordinarily in the 
usual place of their Sittings. 

M 2. The Peers and Deputies of De- 
partments absent from Pari*, shall repair 
thither as s-oon as they are informed of 
the present Proclamation. 

'* 3. The prcusent Proclamation shall 
he inserted in the Bulletin of Laws, ad- 
dressed to ail the Prefects, Sub-prefects, 
Mayors, and Municipalities of thr king- 
d«m, published and stuck up at Paris, 
ant* e\ery where el>e. 

" 4. Our Chancellor and our Minister?, 
each in what concerns them, are chanr- 
f(t v.ithihc execution of the present. 

" Given at the Castle of the J huillc- 
rics, OthMaicli, and of our reign the 2'Jtb. 
(Sighed) " Loois." 

cribbing the Yankees!!! 
Weil Johnny Bull what do you think of 
matters now. Does the following bulle- 
tin shew that you have been able, as the 
patriotic Alderman said 



Wag." But I find I must postpone ray 
remarks On this interesting subject. The 
landing of Napoleon in Trance will oc- 
cupy public attention for some days at 
lear.t. They appear already as mad about 
this event as they were when they beard 
of his deposition ; but, although a great 
many are rejoicing at this occurrence, 
who formerly exulted in his downfal , 
such is the fickle disposition of honest 
John, that it will he some time before his 
sentiments upon this subject, or his opi- 
nion as to the defeat of his American 
i army be j roperly ascertained. 
bIllktiN. 
JVarDcparlmvtit, March 8. 1816. 
Captain Wylly arrived this morning 
with dispatches from It*aj« r- General 
LsrnbeTt, detailing the operations against 
the enemy in theneighbouihood of New 
Orleans. It appears that the army un- 
der the command of Major General 
Keane, was landtd at the head of the 
Bayone, in the vicinity of New Orleans, 
on the morning of the 2od December, 
without opposition; it was, however, 
attacked by the enemy in the course of 
the night succeeding the landing, when, 
after an obstinate contest, the enemy 
were repulsed on all points with consi- 
derable loss. On the morning of the 
25lh, Sir E. Pakenham arrived, and as- 
sumed the command of the army. On 
the 27th at da\-li«ht, the troops moved 
forward, driving the enemy's picquets 
to within six miles of the town, when 
the main body of the enemy was disco- 
vered posted behind a Lreast-work, exten- 
ding about lout) yards, with the right 
resting on the Mi&tdssipi, and the. left on 
a thick wood. The interval between the 
27th December, and the 8th January, 
was employed in preparations for an attack 
upon the enemy'* position. The attack 
which v.as intended to have been made on 
the night of the 7th, did not, owing to the 
difficulties experienced in the passage of 
the Mississippi, by a corps under Lieut. 
Colonel Thornton, which was destined to 
act on the righl banK of the river, take 
place till early on the morning of the 8th. 
1 he division, to whom the storming -of 
the enemy's work was entrusted, moved 
to the attack at that time, but being too 
soon discovered by the enemy were receive 
ed with a galling and severe fire from all 
parts of their line. Major- General Sir 
Ldward Pakenham, who hud placed 
himself at the head of the troops, was un- 



you would, to 
fcive the Yankees " a confounded drub- fortunately killed at the head oi the glacis. 
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and Major- Genera Is Gibbs ami Keane 
m ere nearly at the same moment wound- 
ed. The cftect of this upon the troops 
caused a hesitation iu their advance, and 
though order was restored by the advance 
of the reserve under Major-Geiierai Lam- 
bert, to whom tire command of the army 
had devolved, and Colonel Thornton had 
succeeded iu the operation assigned to 
him on the right basik of the river;yetthe 
Major-Genera I, upon the consideration 
of the difficulties which yet remained to 
be surmounted, did not think himself 
justitied iu ordering a renewal of the at- j 



43d— Licuts. J. Meyrick (left leg amputated), V, 
Campbell, Mvcic'y. 

44th--Capi. H. liet.bi^ [Liout.-Col .], aTifttaff ; 
Uew. R. Smith, H. Hush. R. Pheluri, W. 'ouw, 
severely: W. Maclean, sligli'ly; Ensigns J. 
White, U. Haydon, and J. Pomridwoo, severely. 

35th— L em.-C'olom I W. Thornton, Lieut. B. t. 
V qua hart, severely, not dangerously. 

93-*Ca;«afiii II. R>an, Hotil^cr, Mhekenaie, and 
Kllis, severely; Lieutenants M 'Lean. Spark, anf 
M'Pherson, sli»in|y : C. Gordon, aad J. Hay, 
severely : Volunteer Wilson, "lightly. 

lA'h*— Captam J. Travers. severely; Captain X. 
Travers, di^htlv; Uentmanti J. Reynold*, Sir 
J. lUixoii, J. (jossct, J. W. lUacfchoitia, and H. 
Marker, .severely. 

Roval Alhihte* --Ca|«!ain Gilbert ElBuit, stightU ; 
Lieutenants If. fcJIioti ami C. Al<»igan f slightly. 



tack. The troops, therefore, retired to j 1st West tmila Ueftment-- Cap»ain Isles, severely , 
tlie position which they had occupied 
previous* to the attack. In that position 
they remained till the evening of the 18th 
when the whole of the wounded, with 
the exception of 80 (whom it was con- 
sidered dangerous to remove) the field 
artillery, and all the stores of every 
description, having been embarked, the 
army retired to the head of the Bay one, 
where the landing had been originally 
effected, and re-embarked without moles* 
tatiou. 
Nantes of Officers killed and wounded 

and the missing in the Action of the 

8/A of January. 
Ki it kd. —General Staff— Major-General Hon. Sir 

R. Pakenham, Commander ot the F*»rces : Cupt. 

Thomas Wilkinson, 85 lb, Major ot Brigade. 
4t!t Font — Ensign Win. Crowe. 
?lli Dilio — Major George King, Captain George 

Homy. „.,.... «„..„......„. 

Slst Dino— Alnjar J. A. Whittaker.Capt. R. Renny j »iZi7ifSuo^cipV. Wm. Contan. 

(Lieut-Col.), Lieut. Donald Al- Donald. I -....- 

44th Ditto— LieMcn it m R. Duvies, and Ensign 

M'Lofky. 
93d Dit o~ Lieut.*Col, R. Dale, Capts. T. Uitchins, 

and A Aluirhead. 
Wovsvrn. — General Staff— Alajor-General Gibbs, 

seven* ly, since dead ; M.ijoi -General Kcane, se. 
" verely ; Captains H. K. Shaw, 4\h Foot. (British 

Infantry), slightly, and L. Delacy Evaus 3d 

Uragoon*, D. A. Q. M. G. seven ly. 
4th Foot— Lieut.-Od. F. Brooke, flight ly ; Major 

A D. France, L:eul. -Col. severely. Cnpia : n*J. 

Williamson, I . Jones, J. XV. Fletcher, R. Krskine, 

severely, and A S. Craig, sli^lnlv ; Lieutenants 

W. H. brooke, .J. Martin. G. Richardson. W. 

Squire, C. H. larrineham. Jarms Alarshal, H. 

Andrews severely, and E. P. IIopkhts,J. Salvin, 

P. Baulby, G. If. Jlearne slightly ; Ensign* 



Lieutenant* Al* Donald and Alnrgan, sever. If; 
Eu*iptt lMk.ii.uton. severely ; and Mellar, sliaattv. 

Uoval Krtvy — Capt. Money, bit Majesty's skip 
'i'fave, severely ; Alidsiiipmau Woolcornbe, his 
Majesty's ship rotnnmtt ditto. 

AfiesiKo.— 4th Fool-* Lieut. E. Field, wounded. 

21»t ditto— Capt. Jas. M'llarue (Major), and A. 
Kidd ; Lieuis. J. Stewart, A. 1$. Armstrong, 
Jas. ilradv, wnuiuled ; J. I«eaco"k j R. ,(i»rr, 
wounded J J. S. Ai. Toublani ; and I*. Qui". 
woun<ie<i. 

4.1d. ditto — Capt. Uobt. Simpson, severely wounded. 

4INi ditto— i^ient. W. knight. 

93d dlttu-— Liedtft. G. Munro, J. AlDomrid,. wound- 
ed ; and li. Craves .aromided ; Volunteer li. 
Johnston. 

Names of (Ac Officers killed, wounded, 
and missing in the operations preced- 
ing and subieqvent to the action of tk* 
eth Jan. 1615. 

Kitf.EO— lloyal Artillery. — TJeut. Alex. Raiusay 
lloyal Kn^ni- ers — IJeut. Peter Wright. 
4th* Foot — Cant. Francis Johnstone* and Lieat. 
John Sutherland. 



Thomas Burrell, seven ly, and A. Gerrard, J. 
Fernandez, K. Neuton, sliglKty ; Adjutant W. 
Richardson, severely. 

7il> Foot— Captains \V. E. Page, severely, J.J. A. 
Mullens, slightly ; .Ijcmenituts M. lliggius, se- 
ven ly* B. I/a-cntz, slighllv. 

fist— Lieut .-Colonel \V. iWison <Colonel>, se- 
verely, not dangerously ; Blajor E. J. iloas; Licuts. 
J. \\aiers, and A. Gcdde», severely. 

lVmtid aud 1 uoiisu«d by OniovsToii 



44thditt(^~ Lieut. John Blaktney. 

Qoth ditto — Captains Charles Gray, and Chariot 

llairis. 
1st. West India Regt.—Capt. Francis Collings. 
Wounded* — General Sutf. — Ueut.-Col. Stovea, 

2-tili Foot, A. A. G. severely, not daogerousU) 

Major Hon|»et, 87 th Pcot, 1>. A. G. severely 

(le£ ainptitaied ; liout. k)rlancy £vaus, 3d 

Dragoons, 0. A. Q. Ai. G. severely. 
Boy id Artillery— Lu-uiOauies Christie* seat id/, 

and li. S. Poynter, slrgtitly. 
4l * Foot — IJeut. I'lnw. Moody, severely* 
a 1st Foot — Lieut. John Levock. slightly. 
4AI ditto — Litui. Kdward U'Arcy, severely (both 

legs ampuiHted. 
83lh Foot— Capt. James Knox, LreUts. George 

Witlings, P. Naunsetr, W. clickson; ancMloUrt 

Chat lion, severely; Ljeut. J. W. Boys, slrstrtly; 

£n>iv>n Sir FreJ. Rilen, severely (sifece wad) ; 

Ensign Thomas Ainfeby, slightly 
93tl dirio — Lieut. A. Plranp, severely (siiko dead). 
97tb ditto- -Capt. W. Hallen, and Lieut. Daniel 

Foroos, severely ; Lieut. J. G. Farmer, slightly. 
Missis o.— 85th Fool— Lieut. W. Walker, ant 

Ensign Geo r ge Asbion. 
&5th ditto— Map »r Samuel Mitchell, 

Gnntd h.tai ■ ■ S45# 
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CORN BILL. 



"TO THE frfcoPLK OF HAMPSHIRE: 

On the 9ih inst. I delivered to MR. 
BOSANQUET, the High Sheriff of this 
County, a Requisition tor a County 
Meeting, signed by mvself and by 581 
other freeholders, and* others, the place 
of abode of each of whom was written 
against his name. MR. BOSANQUET, 
on the 11th inst. informed, me, by letter, 
that he should net comply with the re- 
quest of the persons who had signed the 
said Request. This his tetter, together 
with a proposition for further proceed- 
ings* shall be published next week* after 
1 have had an oppoitnuity of consulting 
personally with some of the Gentlemen 
i\bo signed the Requisition. And, for 
this purpose, 1 beg leave to invite such 
of these Gentlemen as may have leisure, 
to meet me at THE DOLPHIN INN, 
AT BOTLEY, o* Satwakr mat, tfce 
2dth iast* at 12 o'clock in the day. It 
will be as convenient to every body else 
to go to BotieY as to go to Winchester, 
and much more convenient to me to re- 
main at home, especially as I have al- 
ready been much irom home on the bu- 
siness. When met, we shall be able to 
adopt some plan for the signing of peti- 
tions in all parts of the county. Jio one 
will deny, that we have a RIGHT to Pe- 
tition, that is to say, to PRAY. The 
poorest of us may PRA Y even to God ; 
and, surely, we may PRAY to the Par- 
liament ( In our Church service, in our 
Common Prayer Book, there are prayers 
against DEARTH, and thanksgivings 
for plenty, or cheapness ; and, surely, 
when corn b cheap, we may PRAY to 
the Parliament not to pass a law, tend- 
ing to make it dear ! The moment that 
the Com Bill appeared in the House of 
Commons, that moment I declared, that 
if there was but one man in all England 
to petition against it, I would be that 
[ man. After very attentively listening to 
\ cveiy thing that I have seen or heard 



upon the subject,- my hatred, my ab- 
horrence of this Bill have only been 
more strongly confirmed. 1 shall; there* 
fore, continue to , do every lawful act in 
my power to prevent it becoming a law* 
If only one Gentleman from every town; 
add from every considerable village, were 
to attend at Botley, the work of signing 
Petitions might be very easily and spee- 
dily accomplished. 

WM. COBBEff, 



NAPOLEON'S RETURN. 
If ever there was news that struck like 
a thunder-bolt, this was that news. 
Many persons seem to be out of their 
wits at it. After having seen the deliver- 
once of Europe accomplished, they really 
appear to be delivered of their senses. 

For my part, I am wholly unable to 

judge of the probabilities that exist in 
favour, or against Napoleon's enterprise; 
but, after newinf what the people of 
Italy, Genoa, Switzerland, Spain, ami 
even France have expenenood,.in conse- 
quence of his foil, 1 cannot say, that his 
restoration would, to me, be matter of 
surprise, especially when I consider how 
large a part of the soldiers and of the 
people of France were, and always ap- 
pear to have continued firmly attached to 
him. — As to wishes, they avail nothing ; 
but we are now all free to express those 
which we entertain. Our country is at 
pence with the Emperor of Elba as well 
as with IhaKInf of Franc*, My wishes 
are, that the Jesnits, the Dominicans, 
and the Inquisition may be put down 
again. I do not care much by whom ; 
but these " ancient and venerable insti- 
44 tuttons," as the Cossacks of New 
England call them, I wish to see com- 
pletely destroyed. Louis the desired 
has not done what was promised. Ha 
has not abolished the heaviest taxes; he 
has not left religion as he found it ; he 
has not adhered to the Code Napoleon ; 
he has not left the press free. I do not 
know, that, surrounded as be has been, 
that he could have done more tba* ho 
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has done ; but/ lie has not, done all that 
was expected, and Iras done some things 
which were not expected. — It is quite 
impossible for me to know, whether, 
or no, Napoleon, is best calculated to 
make France happy ; but, to him who is 
moit disposed to make her happy and 
free, I most sincerely wish success. 



At any rate, with the same earnestness, 
with the same anxiety, with the same 
forebodings of evil if my prayer be re- 
jected, which I felt when I so often be- 
sought our Government not to embark, 



Farewell Blockhead*, unless hi cases of 
actual investiture! — I shall be told, that 
we have not stipulated with America tp 
refrain from any of these impediments to 
neutral commerce. 6h, no ! There needs 
no stipulation. The events on Lakes 
Ontario and Champlain, at New Or- 
leans and Mobile, at Fayal, and on the 
Ocean itself, will, I am very certain ad- 
monish our ministers of the danger of 
bringing the Repnblic on our backs, while 
we have to look France in the face. The 
war, the war which I so* laboured to 



and, when embarked, not to persevere, I prevent ; that war, which was to divide 



in the war against the Republic of Ame- 
rica, I now beseech, I implore them, not, 
on any account, to draw the sword, to 
waste the treasure and pour out the 
blood of our beloved and long suffering 
country in this new quarrel. — We all 
now feel the sorrows of a twenty years 
war, in the taxes and troubles which 
tiave trod upon its heels. If a new war 
were now to be undertaken, and that, 
too, for the sake of the Bourbons, what 
must be our fate ? The question would 
now be cleared of all the rubbish of 
1792. If the king of France stand in 
<need of no foreign aid, why should we draw 
4he sword to give bim aid? If be do 
stand in need of foreign aid, is it not 
clear, that the' people of France are 
against him ? If we, in the former case, 
interfete, we do it unnecessarily ; if it 
in the latter case, we make war to force 
upon a foreign nation a Government 
which it does not like. Therefore, it 
appears to me, that it is impossible to 
justify war against Napoleon upon any 
ground that, at present, exists. — Besides, 
have the writers, who already begin to 
cry for war, considered at all of the 
consequences ? AH the taxes hitherto col- 
lected must be continued ? The Debt 
and the taxes must go on augmenting, 
till, aft last, it will be impossible to go on. 
But, ts this all t Is this all? Would not 
our situation be Tery different indeed 
from what it was daring the war? Then, 
though our expenses were ' enormous, 
they were, in some decree, balanced by 
that monopoly of trade aud commerce, 
which put our hands into the purse of 
all the world, and which, after destroy- 
ing all the military fleets in Europe, we 
so easily maintained.' Note, what would 
Be the ease ? Farewell Licences I Fare- 
well Orders in Council / Farewell Im- 
pressments on toard of American Skips! 



and subjugate the Republic according to 
the predictions of our Cossack writers; 
that war has left the Republic on the 
tripple pinnacle of military, naval, and 
political glory : happy for her, if it has 
also left her with a deep horror for all 
war, not necessary to the preservation 
of her independence, rights, honour and 
liberty ! But, seeing what has passed, 
do our Cossack writers expect to see her 
again acting the humble and the degrad- 
ing part which she acted before? Do 
they not sec, that the very first infringe- 
ment on her neutral rights will be the 
signal for our seeing her •' Bits of striped 
" Bunting" flying and our hearing the 
sound of her cannon in the English 
Channel? What, then, wouTd be the 
other consequence of vmr? Why, we 
should see the Ocean cowed with Ame- 
rican merchant ships. The Republic 
would carry on half the trade of 
the whole world. France would bfe 
supplied with colonial produce. Her 
trade would flourish, in the midst of 
war. We should make few prizes. Oar 
prize-courts would have nothing to do. 
There would be little for our navy to 
gain. Oar mercantile marine would have 
little employment. That of the Ameri- 
can Republic would swell to an enormous 
amount. Her military marine would in- 
crease in the like proportion. And, at 
the end of a few years {many would not 
be wanted), it would not be at all won- 
derful, if she were able to step in andefe- 
cide t lie-war.— -Reader ; am I talking fool- 
ishly? Ami rattling on? Am I exagge- 
rating the danger ? Look back to the pages 
of tire Register, in the year 1312, while I 
was yet in prison for writing about the 
flogging of Local militia-men and the pre- 
sence of German troops on the ocasion, 
and just before I paid the prince Regent 
a thousand pounds fine, m the name^add 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



HAftCH 18, \%\b.— Treaty with Napoleon* 



behalf of the King. Look back to those 
pages, and there you will find, that I was 
treated as a fool, or a traitor, because I 
besought the government not to go to 
war, and not to proceed in the war, against 
America ; because I asserted that it would 
be productive of great expense, loss, and 
disgrace, and would cause America, to 
become a great and formidable naval 
power. How often did I repeat this. 
How tired were my readers at the seem- 
ingly endless repetition! How many 
people wrote to me to advise me to de- 
sist! How many sincere friends be- 
songht me, for the love of my own charac- 
ter as a writer, not to proceed! How 
many, whose principles were with mine 
on aU points, differed with me on the fact 

as to this point ! Yet, all I foreboded 

has already come to pass, and that, too, 
to the very letter. Many persons say, 
and I believe the fact, that I assisted 
greatly in producing the peace with 
America. On no act • of ray life do I 
look with greater satisfaction than on 
this. But, how much happier would it 
have been for my country, if I could 
have succeeded in preventing the war I 
The evils of this war, short as it has 
been, I have no. scruple to say, are greater 
than those 4>£ the late wars against 
France. I mean the evils to our Govern- 
ment particularly. It was a war against 
-freemen. It was a war against a Repub- 
lic. She was pitted single-handed against 
our undivided power. The world Mere 
the spectators. They have followed us 
with their eyes in the contest, and have 
now witnessed the, to us, lamentable re- 
sult. Ratified the treaty ! To be sure 

the President and Senate would ratify the 
treaty ; a treaty which covered with im- 
mortal honour, the President, the Con- 
gress, the Negotiators, the Army, the 
Navy, every man in the land ; and, above 
all, the Constitution of Government, 
which the war had put upon its trial, 
which has come out of it like pure gold 
out of the fire, and which will now be 
not only more dear than ever to the hearts 
of Americans, but will present itself as 
an object of admiration and attraction 
to every oppressed people in the world. 

1 am afraid I have been digressing. 

Let me come back, then, to the mam 
drift of the present article by observing, 
that the events of this war have taught 
the Republicans the great value of a na- 
▼al .force, while they have encouraged 



13* 

thtm to the continuation, and augmenta- 
tion of that force. : It will assuredly ga» 
on increasing. Dock yards, arseuap, 
will be formed. In short, a great. navy 
will speedily grow up ; . and this will pro- 
duce a great change in our situation with 
regard to warlike means. If .we go to 
war with Napoleon, he has now seen the 
vast importance of American friendship. 
America will keep at peace while we suf- 
fer her unmolested to carry on her trade 
all over the world. ,That would ruin mm. 
But, on the other hand, if we attempt to 
prevent it, we shall have to fight h& 
both by land and by , sea.— -jjjere is *a 
choice of evils ; but I am not Jike Sir 
Francis Burdett's . gentlemen, who pre- 
sent him, as he most justly complains, 
with a choice of evils, and nothing clstj 
for, 1 say, that both these evils may Jbe 
avoided by our remaining at peace, and 
leaving the French, and the Italians, and 
the Neapolitans, and the Swiss, . and the 
Belgians, and the Russians, and the 
Spaniards, and the Prussians, and the 
Austrians, and the Hungarians, and the 
Dutch, and the • Hanoverians, .to settle 
their own - affairs in their own good .time 
and manner. And the Portuguese* ,1 
had nearly forgotten .tkt Porturucsej 
and, faith, they ought not to be forgot- 
ten ; for they have not been a trifle in 
the list of our expenses, whether of mo- 
ney or of men. Let us leave them all *to 
themselves. Let us leave the Dutcji 
Presbyterians to supply, the Portuguese 
and Spaniards with wooden Gods, . and 
Virgins and Saints. Let us receive the 
corn of France when we want it, and .the 
wine and oil which -we always want; 
and let her receive our steel, copper, tin, 
cloth, and other things. But, let who 
will be the Ruler, XET US HAVJB 
PEACE WITH HIM- 

i — i ii ■' » i ■ 

TREATY: WITH NAPOLEOft. 

Although in the present vstatte 
of matters, with little else to guide 
one's opinions than the ex parte and 
partial statements' of his euemies, ;it 
would not be well advised ,to specu- 
late on the views and, intentions of 
Napoleon, I cannot permit She opportu- 
nity, which offers itself, to pass, without 
making a few remarks on the treaty con- 
cluded between him and the allied ♦pow- 
er* on the lltu April, 1814; by mhuth 
-treaty. Napoleon, on the oneJband* Jem* 
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signed the Crowns of France and Italy, I 
and the allies, on the other, guaranteed 
the fulfilment of certain conditions by 
Louis the XVIII, the nonfulfilment of 
which, it is said, has occasioned Napo- 
leon's return to France. — By this treaty, 
a copy of which I have given below, it 
will be seen that the island of Elba, 
which was selected by Napoleon him* 

* self as bis future residence, was declar- 
ed by the allied powers, to form " dur- 

* " ing his life," a separate principality, 
" which shall be possessed by him in full 
" sovereignty and property.*" — All our 
newspapers, raservileimitation of the min- 
isters of Louis, have been extremely for- 
ward in denouncing Napoleon a M trai- 
44 tor and rebel to his country," because 
he dared to set foot on the territory of 
France. In this they have shewn them- 
selves utterly unacquainted with the po- 
litical relations in which Napoleon stood 
te the surrounding nations. — The mo- 

■ ment he relinquished the crow* of France, 
' she was bo longer his* country ; he owed 

her no allegiance because he had sworn 
' no fealty to her. He had made choice of 

the isle Of Elba, for lis country. It 
' was declared a separate principality by 

* tolemn treaty, subscribed »v all the great 
' powers of Europe, and these same powers 
' bad guaranteed Napoleon's right and title 

* to reign over it " in full sow eignty." — 
' However circumscribed the islaud'of El- 
ba, however limited the number of its 
inhabitants. Napoleon was as mnch an 
independent Sovereign, as any of the mo- 

' narens who entered into treaty with him. 
' — But this was not the ouly consequence 
•' of the recognition of the sovereignty of 
Napoleon.— He did not merely owe no 
' allegiance to France, or any other power. 

- He was entitled, in case of auy violation 
of treaty on the- part of his neighbours, 

- to punish every infraction of that treaty 
to the utmost of his ability. This is a 
principle acknowledged by all writers on 
the hw of nations. It was upon this 
principle that the allies justified the 
mvnsion of France, and even defended 
their conduct when tbey refused to treat 
v. ith Napoleon in the character of Sdve- 
Teign of that empire. Has Napoleon 
then done more than attempt to punish 
the infraction of a treaty? Not only 
v as his title to the " foil sovereignty " 

" of Elba acknowledged by solemn treaty, 

* but he was to renei?e for his own use an 
'"annual revenue of two millions of .francs, 



His Empress was to be put in possession 
of three duchies in Italy, which were 
to pass to her son, and his descend- 
ants, The members of his family were 
to receive an annual allowance of two 
million five huudred thousand francs ; 
and to Prince Eugene, then Viceroy of 
Italy, was to be given a suitable estab- 
lishment, in consideration of his relin- 
quishing all claims upon that country. — 
It is well known, that Napoleou, anil all 
the members of his house, were strict in 
their adherence to the conditions incum- 
bent upon them by this treaty It is 
now said to be equally notorious, that 
they have been almost all violated by the 
other contracting party. The annual 
allowances in money, which were to have 
been paid by the court of France, have, 
we are told, been withheld ; the Empress 
Maria Louisa not put in possession of 
Parma, Placeutia, and Guastalla; and.no 
establishment provided for the Viceroy 
of Italy. If all this be true, Napoleon 
has to complain of a manifest violation 
of the contract by which he relinquished 
his former authority ; and to me he ap- 
pears to have a right to rtjrfaim those 
crowns, which he surrendered on the 
faith of the treaty being fulfilled in every 
particular. X<> say nothing of the wishes 
of the people of France, who, I hav«j no 
doubt, are almost to a man for Napoleon, 
it would seem that he has an undeniable 
title to assert his claims iu the manner he 
is now doiug, £ know of no instance, 
where a sovereign abdicated a throne 
with the same inherent right to resume 
possession of it. His predecessors were 
generally at the mercy of those who ex- 
pelled them. They were not in a con- 
dition to stipulate tor any thing, not even 
for (he safety of their persons. How 
very different was the situation, of 
Napoleon. In place of accepting" terms 
from Ids supposed victors, he dietafed 
them ; and the prompt manner with which 
the Allied Powers agreed lo these terms, 
was no smaH proof that they considered 
him still a formidable object, He retired 
from the contest tatder (he faith and so- 
lemnity of a treaty ; he returns to it, be- 
cause that treaty,* as is said, has been 
broken. This being the state of the 
case, Napoleon appears to me to have 
done nothing more than aU otbtr inde- 
pendent sovereigns have a right to do, 
if placed in similar circumstances. He 
has appealed to the sword J a*d as those 
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who refused to listen to his claims 
seem to shelter themselves under the 
ceurtier plea that " might gives right," 
he is willing that the question should 

be decided on that principle, But 

it b said, " that France never became 
" a party to the treaty by which Napo- 
" Icon's independence and pensions were 
44 sanctioned." — It should rather be 
said, that the Bourbons have refused to 
concur in this, the people of France, 
it is pretty evident, never having been 
consulted* in the matter. But what is it 
to the purpose although all France were 
hostile to this measure 1 It was in con- 
sequence of the treaty and by virtue of 
that treaty alone, that Louis the Desired 
was restored to them. Had Napoleon 
not cousented to give up his claims to 
the throne of France, a civil war might 
have been the consequence, and who can 
say whether this might not have terminated 
totally to the Bourbons ?— Besides, by 
tjie 20th article of tiie treaty " the high 
" allied powers guarantee the execution 
" of all the articles of the present treaty, 
" and engage to obtain that it shall be 
'* adapted and guaranteed by France* " 
That treaty therefore which placed Louis 
upon the throne, required of France the 
performance- of certain conditions to 
Napoleon and his family. It was by this 
tenure that the former resumed the crown 
of his ancestors, and if it has uot been 
strictly adhered to, every thing naturally 
reverts back to that state, when it was 
in the power of the latter to present .ob- 
stacles to the return of his rival ft may 
$e thought that the allies are bound to 
interfere, and to compel Louis, i» conse- 
quence of their guarantee, to do justice 
' to Napoleon. Of this, however, there is 
Gttle hope; although from what we have 
seen take place during the late war, it will 
be no way extraordinary to find the 
soldiers of Russia, of Prussia, or of Aus- 
tria, again fighting in the ranks with 
those of Napoleon, 



Articles of the treaty between the allied 
powers and his Majesty the Emperor 
Napoleon. 

Art 1 . Hit Majesty the Emperor Na- 
poleon renounces fcr himself, his suc- 
cessors, and descendants^ as well as for 
all the members of his family, all right of 
sovereignty and dominion, at well to the 
French Empire and the Kingdom of Italy, 
*$. over everj other country. 



Art. 9. Their Majesties the Emperor 
Napoleon and Maria Louisa shall retain 
their titles and rank, to be enjoyed 
during their lives. The mother, the 
brothers, sisters, nephews, and nieces of 
the Emperor, shall also retain, wherever 
they may reside, the titles of Princes of 
his family. 

Art. 6. The Isle of Elba, adopted by 
hie Majesty the Emperor Napoleon at 
the place of his residence, shall form, 
during his life, a separate principality: 
which shall be possessed by him in full 
Sovereignty and property; there shall 
be besides granted, in full property, to 
the Emperor Napoleon, an annual re- 
venue of 2,000,000 francs, in rent charge, 
in the great book of France, of which 
1,000,000 shall be in reversion to the 
Empress. 

Art. 4. The Duchies of Parma, Pla- 
oentia, and Guastalla, shall be granted, 
in fuU property and soverewnty, to her 
Majesty the Empress Maria Louisa ; they 
shall pass to her son, and to the descend- 
ants in the right Jioe. The prince her 
son shall from henceforth take the title of 
Prince of Parma, Plaeentia and Guastalla, 
Art. 6. Ail the powers engage to em- 
ploy their good offices to cause to be>t«*- 
pected by the Barbary powers the flag 
and territory of the Isle of Elba, for which 
purpose the relations with the Barbary 
powers shall be assimilated to those with 
France. 

Art. 6. These shall be reserved in the 
territories hereby renounced, to his Ma- 
jesty the Emperor Napoleon, for him- 
self and his family, domains or rent- 
charges in the great book of Franco, 
producing a revenue, clear of all deduc- 
tions and charges, of 2,500,000 francs. 
These domains or rents shall belong, in 
full property, and to be disposed of 
as they shall think fit, to the Princes 
and Princesses of his family, and shall 
be divided amongst them in such man- 
ner that the revenue of each shall be us 
the following proportion, viz* 

Francs. 
To Madame Mere ....'♦♦. 400,000 
To King Joseph and his Queen 500,000 

To King Louis 200,000 

To the Queen Rorteose and her 

children • • 400,000 

To King Jerome and his Queen 400,000 
To the Princess Eliea ..... 300,000 
To the Princess Pau|na dby <^ e 300,000 
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-.The Princes and Princesses of the 
House of tber Emperor Napoleon shall 
retain besides their property, moveable 
and 1 immoveable, of whatever nature it 
itiay be, which' they shall posses > by in- 
dividual and public right, and the rents 
of which they shall enjoy (also as indi- 
viduals.) 

-Art. 7. ' The annual pension of the 
Empress Josephine shall be reduced to 
1,000,000, in domains, or in inscriptions 
in the great book v of France; she shall 
<$ntinue< to enjoy in* full property, all 
Ker private property, moveable and im- 
inoveable; with power, to dispose of it 
conformably to" the French laws. 

Arfc 8. There shall be granted to 
prince Eugene, Viceroy of Italy, a suit- 
able" establishment out of France. 

Art. 9."' The property which . bis Ma- 
jesty the 1 Emperor- Napoleon possesses 
itf France, either ar extraordinary' do- 
main, or of private domain attached to 
the'erown, the fdrlds/ placed by the Em- 
peror, either in the great book of France, 
nf the Bank of France; hi the Atti&ns de$ 
J&reU; or in any other manner, and 
whicir his Majesty abandons- to the 
CrovvnV shall be- reserved as a capital, 
wJtfth * shall not exceed 2i000,000, to be 
eirjended* in- gratifications- in favour of 
iftlch person^, vbose % names shall be 
tfbmained in' a* list to* be' signed by the 
Biftprror ' Napoleon, and shall be' Uans- 
ifiitted' to the- French' Government. 
;ft ; >flrt. to. Atf the'ciown diamonds shaU 
remain in France. 

Art, 11. Wis Majesty the Emperor 
Ssapoleori shall return* to the treasury, 
&ntf tor the other public? chests, all- the 
40ms and effecis that shall have been 

4t&ken u ont by his 1 orders, with 4 the except 
Ifiofl ofwhaj; has been appropriated from 
tfe Civil List: 

Art. 12. The debts of the household 
tftMiis 4 Majestyr the Emperor Napoleon, 
JL jteh aj^lhey were oir the?da$ of the signa- 
ls .ISe" of ftie preseuf treaty, shall 1 be im- 
mediately disctyargedout of the arrears 
,4ufc b> : the' paMic treasury* to thO Civtf 
Eisf, according t<f a- list, which*- sHaJr 
tnf* signed by a* Cemniifcstouer* appointed 
/br that purpose. 

Art. 13. The* obligations of the Mont- 
Kapolebn;- of Milan,- 'toward? alT the 
efedifoirs, whetherHYelrclrmen Or foreign* 
*rs, sftalr be e*irctly fitted; uirtes* there 
tftall be tiilrv cfjaif^e nrad^iB^this respect. 
v AW. II; 1 Tbto-e' sh&lr to^m all Uk 



necessary passports for the free passage 
of his Majesty the Emperor Napoleon, 
or of the Empress, the Princes, and 
Princesses, and all the persons of their 
Elites who wish to accompany them, or 
to establish themselves out of France, 9s , 
well as for the passage of all the equir 
pages, horses, and effects belong- 
ing to them. The allied powers shall in . 
consequence furnish Officers and men for 
escorts. 

Art. 15. The French imperial guard 
shall furnish a detachment of from 1,200 
to 1,500 men, of all arms, to serve as an. 
escort to the Emperor Napoleon to St. 
Tropes, the place of his embarkation. 

Art. 16. There shall be furnished a 
corvette, and tlw necessary transport 
vessels, to convey to the place of his des- 
tination his Majesty the Emperor Napo- 
leon and his household ; and the corvette 
shall belong; in full property, to his Ma- 
jesty the Emperor. 

Art. 17. The Emperor Napoleon 
shall be allowed to take with him and 
retain as his guard 400 men, volun- 
teers, as well oiticers, as sub-otiicers and 
soldiers. 

Art. 18. No Frenchman, who shall 
hav^ followed the Emperox Napoleon 
or his family, shall be held to have for- 
feited his rights as such, by not return- 
ing to France, within three years ; at 
Feast they shall not be comprised in the 
exceptions which the French Govern- 
ment reserves to itself to grant after the 
expiration of that term. 

Art; 19. The Polish troops of all arms, 
in the* service of Fiance, shall' be at li- 
berty to return home, aud shall retain 
their arms and baggage, as a- testimony 
oftheir* honourable* services. Th(< officers, 
*nl>-onicers, and soldiers, shall retain 
theV decorations whicir* have been granted 
tcrtliem, and 1 the pensions annexed to 
these decorations. 

Art. 20. The high allied powers gua- 
rantee the cxeeythn of all the arthhs of 
the present treaty s and engage to' obtain 
that it shall bh adopted and jptatatiteM 
bif France. 

, Aft; 21. The present act snail be no- 
tified, aird the" ratification* etfehauged at' 
Paris vVit bin two days', or sooner if pos-f 
sible. 

Dorle at Paris, the 11th of April, I815r 
(L$.) 1 he Printed* Kfethrnich. 
! K L, S.) T. P. Ccthpte de Sffrdwv. 
*\L. S.) Andre •- ttkil* fit ibmvmwfokfr 
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(L. S.) Charlti Robert CamU it Ne*> 

oelrodt. 
(LS.) Cattlcrtagh. 

£L. S.) CAor/e* ^*i£*W e Baron dc Hard- 
cnberg. 

(L. S.) Marshal Ncy % 
(L, S.) Caulinconrt. 

Tite Bachelors' Tax. 

Sir. — The Minister having riven the 
contents of his budget for our digestion, 
allow me, through the medium of your 
paper, to enter my protest against a tax 
that falls peculiarly heavy on a very res- 
pectable body of his Majesty's most loyal 
subjeets, called old Bachelors. That 
the tax in question is oppressive, as a 
legislative act, my history will sufficiently 
prove; for with every disposition to 
connubial happiness, I have hitherto 
completely failed in my attempts ; and 
I doubt not that numbers, besides my- 
self, stand in the same predicament — To 
begin with ray history : you must know 
that I first addressed myself to a most 
prudent young lady, with whom I inter- 
changed vows of eternal constancy ; and 
was near being made the happiest of men, 
wjpen an uncle died, from whom I had 
great expectations, leaving me only a 
small legacy. This circumstance, and 
the advances of a rich fox-hunting squire, 
wrought so mucfr to my disadvantage, 
that I was dismissed by her friends, 
and at their suggestion, she very duti- 
fully yielded to the son of thechace.— - 
Tune, that beat soother of human woe, 
soon performs a cure; and I next 
figured away with a lady in the fashiona- 
ble world. — Like the owl, I suuk down 
to repose at the approach of the sun, and 
arose at his departure. Every thing 
seemed to be in a most favourable train, 
whan imprudently settling some future 
plans of domestic economy, I was dis- 
missed with the epithet of a mean* ava- 
ricious wretch. — My next adventure was 
with a yonag lady, who, with a mode- 
rate fortune, and a handsome person, had 
secured to herself, at least, a score of 
humble admirers, when I fortunately 
stepped in, and she very condescendingly 
Induced the number to half a dozen, 
besides myself. 1 believe I should have 
earned the prize, had not a tall man of 
bseod, yclept captain, have come in be- 
tween;, and on my- excusing myself from 
pqpdia&to h* honourably shot through 



the head, he very civilly took me by the 
— nose: — this so enraged me, although 
one of the mildest of men, that I cudgelled 
him, both to his and to my own per- 
feet satisfaction. For this affront on a . 
gentleman, and a man of honour, I was 
dismissed as a low bred, unfashionable 
fellow, greatly deficient in the Ton. — 
Not yet intimidated, I next waited upon 
a demure looking creature, who lamented : 
the depravity of the age from morning 
to night. Here I am suited, thought 1, 
no fear of red-coats ; — when, as 1 was , 
one night going to hear her rail against 
the forwardness of the tittle misses in 
their teens, I entered upon her too sud- 
denly, and found her demonstrating the 
attraction and adhesiou of ladies, to her 
footman. — I next became enamoured of 
the accomplished daughter of a rich old 
farmer; who, feeling his own great defi- 
ciency in all human learning, was re- 
solved to make his daughter a prodigy. 
She could read a page of Walter Scott 
without lisping' more than a dozen mis- 
takes; she could recite a passage in a 
play with all the grace of the amateur of 
fashion; she could thump a Sonata on 
the Piano with most cUseordant fascina- 
tion; and she could draw without any fear 
of punishment from the breach, of the 
second commandment These rare to 
compliihments won ray heart ; when an* 
ticipating my union with the accom- 
plished phenomenon, she cruelly de- 
serted me for the irresistible attractions 
of a strolling player. — Dissatisfied with 
poems and plays, pianos and paint, I 
next bowed down to a learned lady, 
who could harangue in Latin with all 
the eloquence <n a college professor ? 
who could spout Greek with parsonic 
purity ; who could write a criticism on 
a plain passage in a Greek or JLatin au- 
thor, until it became unintelligible ; who 
could unriddle all the dark meanings of 
Aristotle; and who could prove, to a de- 
monstration, that the ancients were 
sages, and the moderns, blockheads. — 
Well versed in the philosophy of the 
schools, both ancient and modern* In- 
sensible to externals, even to stoicism; 
for so far had she carried her apathy, 
that, she had actually written a treatise 
against the passions, and was one night 
reading to me the chapter against anger, 
when the maid servant coming in to pre* 
pare supper, unfortunately overturned 
the inkstand upon some critical lute 
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ori a Greek author, and rJru* spoiled the 
labours of a whole fortnight This was 
too much for the mild follower of Zeno. — 
The inkstand was expelled at the head 
of the terrified Abigail, with philosophic 
rage ; and on my innocently requesting 
he£ to conclude the chapter on anger, she 

f ave a practical illustration of her system, 
j furiously dispatching the treatise 
full in mv face.-i-rerfectly satisfied with 
lady philosophers, I next offered my- 
self to a devotee; trusting that Christia- 
nity would teach a milder behaviour. 
Here I was dragged to tb.e conventicle, 
every Lord Way* three times at least; 
besides attending conferences, night meet- 
ings, Ac. on the week day; and if I had 
w&t indulged a little mistimed scepticism, 4 
I might have been united to the most 
devout lady in Christendom : but hap- 
pening to doubt of Serpent-logicians, and 
Asa-orators, I was dismissed as an infidel 
whom, for the glory of God, it would 
be well to roast into the faith. — So an- 
xious vftta I to become a Benedict, that I 
next became the humble suppliant of 
ray own housemaid ; a tall, stout, maho- 
gany faced damsel, whom I believe I 
should have taken for better or for worse : 
but indiscreetly offending her on the 
much dreaded washing day, the enraged 
Araafcon, with ponderous fist, so ob- 
scured mv perception, that I was ever 
after blind to her qualifications. — Having 
bad sufficient experience of the mo- 
derns, as a last resource, I poured forth 
my passion to a rich old Spinster, whem, 
1 was near leading to the altar, when the 

frim tyrant death intruded, and* snatched 
er away froai the enamoured swaiu. 
1 could willingly lutve engaged with some 
other antique, bat with the mournful 
event before me, of the instability of life 
in the aged, 1 was fearful pf too soon 
being left ma widowed state/ Grown 
jp*y in a life of fruitless importunity, 1 
cad reconciled myself to my fete, wkh 
I hi'osophicsi fortitude^ when lo ! the 
Minister opened bis budget, and tbuj? 
prevented me an indulgence s# neces&ary 
to my declining years. — If i be thought 
to have failed in proving the oppres- 
sion of the tax, by my history, I thai! 
appeal to .*:ript*re, trusting that ever) 
good chmtion will coincide with my ar 
guments. To search for names whe 
have add A a lustre ta that of Bachelor, 
Irould be an endless taskr suffice it t« 
say, tLai Jesuo. Christ* and bis di&cifle^ 



were Bachelors; and if they were in* 
tended as examples for our imitation, 
surely we ought to hesitate on so impor- 
tant a point. That great apostle ef the , 
gentiles, St. Paul, not only discounte- 
nanced matrimony by his practice, but 
expressly recommended a life of celibacy, 
as a virtue; and with such authority, all. 
parliamentary arguments vanish" like 
smoke. That the ladies should hot coin- 
cide yrith the wholesome advice-giving, 
and woman-silencing apostle, is no ways 
extraordinary ; but that Mr. Vansiltart-, 
the zealous supporter of the Bible So, 
ciety, should, by the tax in questions 
set JWide the authority of St. Paul, ie 
taitt surprising. Notwithstanding the 
seenjifig proofs of bis piety, unless he 
withdraw this most unchristian tax, we 
shall be led ta judge, that he has allow- 
ed his gallantry to get the better of his 
Christianity. Yours, &c. 

An Old Bachelor. 
Lincolnshire, March, 12th. 1815- 

CojtN tAWS. 

Sir. — I wish to argue the subject oi» 
reasonable grounds, and as "there is so 
much noise about the Com Bill, 1 trust 
you will give plaee to these tew observa- 
tions. — Before the war, bread was 6*d. the: 
quartern loaf ; and pray what makes it 
dear now 1 Have v»e not the same por- 
tion of land to grow com on, as- we hatt 
before the war? Nay, i will answer, a 
considerable deal mere, )>y the immense 
inclosure of waste land which, 1 may 
say, has been taken -from the poor, and 
given, to the rich. They have deprived 
them of the land, and now they have the 
impudence to say, lhat they will not grow 
corn on it, unless yon give them what 
price they choose to ask. Have we not 
equally as good farmers as we kfd before 
the war ; and is not the rand as- produc- 
tive 1 What then is the reason they can* 
not groW as much corn now, as they did 
before the war ? It is because* of th& 
.enoi pious (pad of taxes with which we£ 
'ire oppressed. I consider all the noise 
•low making by the supporters of the corn 
bill, as nought but a bug-bear to> frighten 
us— a fit^e antral— an inventtcik to au- 
ihorise the estabufrhment oi a despotism, 
tojurious to the liberties and happiness 
«>f the people. The faot i»> the «"> 
whoop taction frave got ^wl of the psc* 
pern -tax, and have already laid j* upo9 
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the shoulders of the mercantile people. 
Should this bill pass through the house 
of their *' noble-mindednesses," the bur- 
then, with the head and all, wHl be too 
heavy for the shoulders. But supposing 
the landholder was formerly necessitated 
to raise his tenant's rent, to enable him 
to pay tftie Government demand of 101. 
per ceut. property-tax, the landholder 
was not even then the loser, as it all came 
out of the loaf. Now that that demand 
is* over, let the landholder take oft* the 
101. per cent, which he put ou his tenant, 
aad let Government reduce the most op- 
pressive part of the farmer's taxes. This 
would be the most equitable way of en- 
couraging the growth of corn, and giving 
us bread at a moderate price. If we 
austh ave taxes, let us have them on any 
thing, else but the loaf. By these means, 
and these only, we will' be enabled to pro- 
cure a foreign market for bur manufac- 
tures, without which there is no chance 
of reducing the price of bread, and of 
restoriug Eughrud to its former prospe- 
rity. Although I like your reasoning in 
general, Mr. Cbbbett, 1 wish to know 
bow we are likely, (if passive obedience 
be abe order of Ike day) to- get redress 
ill. the event of their " noble minded- 
**. neases" rejecting the voice of the peo- 
pje in their petition against the obnoxious 
corn bill. If the only constitutional mode 
of petitioning, should be rejected, and 
the intimidating force of an army of sol- 
diers be resorted to, I should like you to 
point out the remedy, as 1 am at a loss 
to imagine one. 1 am, &c 

Mtrchlb, 1815. VV. P. R. 

Defence of th« Farmers. 

Mr. Cobb«tt— Anrongst the various- 
opinions which have lately appeared on 
£he subject of Corn I*aws, scarcely any 
have been free from au admixture of illi- 
beral abuse of the farmers of England, 
and tome of your correspondents have 
JjiUaoiMOrtbat vulgar error, fat so 1 must 
be allowed to consider it;, aod my str- 
frise is much encreased to- had your 
otherwise sensible correspondent Aristi- 
de^ turned accuser of the farmers in yaur 
)legi»fer of the 2&ib ult. A nmngst some 
plausible reasons for the bifch- price of 
0ora> be assign* the principle one to be 
(he high and luxuriant living of the far- 
mer, whose family h£ describe* as having 
forsaken the dairy and the churn, tor the 



back parlour and the piano; the men 
for having changed the smock-frock, and 
carters whip, for the military cut, super- 
fine coat, lined with silk, his Wellington 
boots, his jemmy rattan, and bit of blood. 
l)umplins too are forsaken for dainties ; 
and it is reckoned among the number of 
the farmer's high crimes and misdemean- 
ours, that they feed no longer on ox 
cheek and beef' legs. 1 request you my 
brother farmers to note this. Yon are 
to be clothed with the smock-frock, *o 
in high shoes and hob nails, feed on the 
oflal of your produce, send all your poul- 
try, eggs, butter, cream, &c. to market, 
that the appetite of those who have bur- 
thened you with excessive taxation may 
be pampered at a cheap rate, fare sump- 
tuously every day, roll along the street 
n splendid equipages, and mock and 
deride the clownish -awkwardness which, 
in their prejudiced eyes, is necessary to 
the selling of cheap com. It may per- 
haps be thought illiberal to accuse Avis- 
tides of wilfully settling one class of the 
community *^$inst another. I must, 
therefore, hppute the false description 
he haa.fthpj, to a &>mplete i^uorance of 
the mode aad habits of life of so respect- 
able a clasa of the community as the 
generality of British farmers. It is not 
unlikely he may have been entertained 
by the military fop he has pour tray ed; 
and if such characters are to be found 
amongst farmers, Arislides should have 
heen charitable enough to have acknow- 
ledged the real cau&e of their creation 
and existence,, which he must know to 
have arisen out of the late wicked, unjvsf, 
and unnecessary war. If he had on thi* 
subject reasoned with his accustomed 
acnteness,. he must have known that 
none put on the military habit with more 
reluctance than the farmer; that he was 
induced to become a volunteer by the 
influence of government, thro* the me- 
dium of tjie magistrate and his landlord, 
by ubont lie Mas in many instances, 
threatened with notice to quit his farm 
if he did not comply with the military 
requisition. His family, too, were often 
invited to the festive board,, to join the 
merry donee ^nd if the> female part imi- 
tated the dress and manners of their new 
.associates, the colonel's and the squire's 
lady ; if they* were tempted to learn the 
martial air, and the jocund song on the 
piano, can this possibly be assigned by 
any sound reason as the true came v* hy 
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they cannot sell their corn cheap? Corn 
has not risen in price more than the oak 
tree^the deal board, or the tallow can- 
dle, \kd till it can be proved that the 
increased price of these articles is owing 
to the luxuriant living of .the timber mer- 
chant, the carpenter, and the tallow 
chandler, the advance in the price of 
corn cannot be attributed to the extrava- 
gant living of the farmer. But, Sir, 1 
deny the fact that the generality of the 
farmers, or their wives and daughters, 
are what Aristides has described them 
to be ; or that their situation is improved 
by an increase of either their luxuries or 
comforts. More than a century a;;o that 
facetious poet Pry or described the situa- 
tion of fanners (not as living on ox cheek 
or beef legs but) as living hospitably, and 
being surrounded with plenty : 

Large oicn iu the field were lowing, 

Good grain was town, good fruit was growing; 

Of last year's com in bams good stoic. 

Fat torkies gobbling at the door; 

HoW strong the beer, bow good die meat, 

How load tbey kugh'd, how unuch they cat. 

Many other authorities might be 
quoted within the compass of a farmer's 
reading, to prove their situation to have 
bpen that of plenty and comfort, and 
that they could entertain their friends 
with true hospitality ; nay even jovially, 
without incurring the reproach of making 
corn dear. Who can enter a farm house 
in the present day, without seeing in 
the corner cupboard the punch bowl of 
his grand-father, which, when in his 
possession was often replenished to wel- 
come the coming guest and cheer the 
weary traveller; but is now only an arti- 
cle of old china to be wiped of its dust, 
and set up as an ornament of ancieqt 
times. The untaxed ale, which cheered 
the countenance, and made glad the 
heart of man, is now no more. It, alas! 
is obliged to give way to a thinner liquor, 
more endangering the visitor with the 
gripes than the gout. Leaving, however, 
the description of the poets, and calling 
in aid personal recollection, 1 could 
state instances of farmer's keepingcomfort- 
able carriages, principally employed for 
carrying their families to worship, giving 
them a jaunt to the market; or conveying 
them to a family parry at Christmas; but 
tho' I am now acquainted with * hundred 
times as many farmers as I was then, 



this convenience is looked for in vain. 
It is replaced, in some instances, with 
the humblest buggy, but more frequently 
with the taxed cart; and the appearance 
of the farmer now, when compared with 
his grand-father, is that of a pauper being 
passed home to his parish ; he now rides 
to market or to worship, gingling and 
shaking and gnashing of teeth* 

But why are these comfort* ied ? It 
cannot be unknown to Aristides, that 
they are laid aside to auswer the demands 
of the tax-gatherer, who threatens to 
swallow up all oar comforts, and deprive 
us of all our conveniences, to enrich 
those who are partakers and dividers of 
the spoil. I am told that farmers drink, 
and get drunk too. So does the parson, 
the lawyer, the senator, and the states- 
man. But are we, on that account, to 
accuse the whole of those classes witlj 
this nauseous vice, and charge them with 
all the mischief and calamity that awaits 
this once happy country] Such a mode 
of reasoning would be accounted illiberal 
aud inconclusive. It must be equally so 
if the whole body of farmers are to be 
judged by the indiscretion of a few fops 
and sots, ft should also be taken into 
consideration, Who have turned fanners ? 
It must be allowed, before the character 
of the English farmer is truly appreciated, 
that all retired merchants/ military gen- 
tlemen out of employ, disappointed and 
unsuccessful speculators, with the rem- 
nants of their, broken fortunes, must be 
struck from the list ; then 1 may safely 
aver that the farmers of England have 
not abated one jot or tittle in the habits 
of industry, economy, or frugality, or. 
increased in luxuries. It must likewise 
be granted, that farmers of enterprise, 
who have made large fortunes, cannot be 
considered a fair sample of the generality 
of farmers. If they have got too rich by 
turning the desert into a garden, tho 9 
they may in common with other success* 
ful classes, of society, live luxuriantly, 1 
cannot see how they have majd# com 
dear by growing abundance where none 
grew before. It is a fact universally 
admitted, that where several farms have 
been laid together, cultivation has im- 
proved and the quantum- of corn much 
increased; a "sufficient proof that this 
caitnwt contribute to raise the price of 
earn. 

£ Having combated these false notions, 
not your correspondent, and- others*?*' like 
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opinion, may 1 be allowed to state what 
I conceive to be the real cause of creating 
a necessity for making corn dear. It 
mast be attributed by ev^ry considerate 
mind to increased rents ana overwhelm- 
ing taxation: All our political econom- 
ists have ascribed the progressive rise in 
the various articles of life to these causes; 
but there is no occasion for quotations ; 
vte can cast a sum in addition or snbtrac- 
tion: multiplication' is brought to our 
recollection by a increase of evils ; and 
the result of our little arithmetic may be 
solved by a simple question in the rule of 
three ;. If an advance in ient and taxes 
has increased our expenccs fourfold, 
what price must corn be at to enable us 
to hold our farms and retain our situa- 
tions? The answer is obvious. It is 
also clear, that if a large abatement 
of rent cannot be obtained, a considera- 
ble diminution of taxation, and a total 
riddance' of the' tythe system, so mons- 
trous, so oppressive and vexatious, there 
will be no alternative but emigration or a 
jail. It is equally evident, that there are 
not only one but many countries where, 
in mercy to mankind, tythes are abo- 
lished, rents one fourth of the rents of 
Eng!a«ui» tuies comparatively none; and 
alt ho' it is our wish and our pleasure to 
wise corn in abundance, and sell it cheap 
to the good people of Englahd,wc cannot 
perforin* impossibilities. If we Hie taxed 
and tea zed out and obliged to abandon 
our native soil, we must cross the chan- 
nel in such numbers that it might puz- 
zle a longheaded chancellor to raise his 
revenues from those who remain. The 
landlords also will find it difficult to ob- 
fein tenants-for their farms. As to the 
Corn Bill now proceeding in Parliament, 
and which excites such dreadful* agita- 
tion, I am free to declare that a large 
portion of farmers do not wish it to pass, 
because they corisider' it, to be instru- 
mental in* advancing the price of their 
feibour, keeping up rents, and perpetua- 
ting taxes* which ought to be repealed. 
They? are twdy alarmed at a peace csta4H 
fcbittent of nineteen millions a year, 
and believe with y6u, Sir, that there is 
no necessity- for such an expenditure; 
that this excessive taxation i* the rich 
pasture ori which corruption feeds, fattens 
4tff&- gfbrts' iniolcnf. Why then inflame 
the public linnd agaiifst the farmer? 
Why u6t f to use* a far mer's expression, lay 
fhe'sftddte 6ih the-nghfc h<n>*? Rather 



let the pen of Aristidcs . be directed 
against the common enemy taxation and •• 
corruption, those co-partners in mischief 
and misery. Then may we be brought 
back to the enjoymeut of the blessings 
of our ancient constitution and the con- 
stable's staff, instead of a large military 
force, and an embroidered militia in time 
of peace. While economy and retrench*/ 
ment are recommended to the former, 
we will kindly return the good advice, 
and recommend it to government also as • 
the only efficient remedy for our aggra- 
vated evils. Yes, while we are curtailing 
comfort after comfort, convenience after 
convenience, we advise those above us 
to share in the like privations ; and while 
our laborers are bearing with patience 
a reduction of 2d. or 3d. in the shilling, 
on account of the reduced price of pro- 
visions, let us demand also that the ser- 
vants of the state should be reduced in 
the same rate. 1 could easily point out 
what a load of taxation the good people 
of England might be relieved ot from 
this just and well-founded claim being 
adopted, from the prince on the throne 
thro' every department of the state and 
every servant in office ; but I shall leave 
this to abler pens, and as my chief ob-. 
ject was to defend the farmers from those 
ill-founded and precipitate charges of ex- 
travagance and luxury which have been 
brought against them, arising no doubt 
from gross misconception, I shall con- 
clude with subscribing myself then' de- 
voted friend and servant. 

R. F. 



America Triumphant. 

Thoss vile slaves of corruption, what now will 

they, say, 
Who assurM us, (he Yankees would all nm away, 
Soon as ever they came within sight of our men. 
And that England would make them her subjects 

again. 
One would think, they believed these' American 

elves,- 
Were cotupos'd of such dastardly stuff as themselves. 
Ihey l'orgut, that their bosoms beat high in the 

cause 
Of true LtnsnTv, Jitstici, Relxgiow, and Laws, 
And that one common spirit pervaded the land. 
To reaist the Aggressions, Injustice had planu'd. 
Alas! ha/I . our Rulerf wise measure* obsciVd, 
Had they ut'er J from a just Hue of policy awm'4. 
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Had they treated as men, whom they treated with 

•corn ; 
lite beams of -oar glory had never been shorn ; 
We should never hare suffered disgrace or defeat, 
Nor from chose we despisM been oblig*d to retreat. 
Front what height of power has England beeu 

kurl'd, 
By th' example these Yankees have shewn to the 

world ; 
Whut a Wow to our greatness, hew humbled our 

pride, 
Te be beaten by those we so often defied ; 
lite trident ot Neptune, our glory and boast, 
Uy injustice, and weakness, tor ever is lost. 
Could our fore lathers know, could they rise from 

tbvir graves, 
And behold that their sons can submit to be 

ilavis j 
"Hurt (he cuumry, tor which so much blood has been 

shed. 
Is now goveru'd by those whom Corruption has 

bred ; 
With what feelings iudignant their bosoms would 

glow, 
Willi wluti grief they would see we were fallen so 

low.-«- 
And are we so fallen, so regardless of shame, 
As to tatut ly submit to the Joss of our fame? 
Is the spirit of Briloiu become so depress'd ? 
.Vre liiose semiuitnts lost, our foieiathers possess'd? 
bhall we utter awake, 'till our ruin is seal'd ? 
Can the wounds of our Country never be heal'd ? 
Oh ! let us avert, whilst we're able, the blonji, 
And abolish Corruption, by peaceful Ulfokm ; 
Let the voice of the people be rais'd through the 

laud. 
And our Rulers must grant what we firmly demand ; 
Let us tell them the Rights that to Britons are due, 
That the Many uo more will be slaves to the Few. 

American Documents. 



Central Jackson* Account of the Opt- 

rations at Ntfv Orleans. 

t 

Copy of a Letter from Major-General 
Jackson to the Secretary of War dated 
Camp, four miles below Orleans, 9th 
Jan. 1015. 

Sir— During the days of the 6tb, and 
7th, the enemy had been actively employ- 
ed in making preparations for an attack 
ok my lines* With infinite labour they 
had succeeded, on the night of the 7th, 
in getting, their boats across the lake to 
Ike river by wideuing and deepening the 



canal on which they had effected their 
disembarkation. In my encampment 
every thing was ready for action, when, 
early on the morning of the 8th, the 
enemy, after throwing a heavy shower of 
bombs and Congreve rockets, advanced 
their columns on my right and left, to storm 
my entrenchments. 1 cannot speak suf- 
ficiently in praise of the firmness and de- 
liberation with which my whole line re- 
ceived their approach — more could not 
be expected from veterans inured to war. 
For an hour the fire of the small arms was 
incessant and severe as can be imagined. 
The artillery, too, directed by officers 
who displayed equal skill and courage, 
did great executiou. Yet the columns of 
the enemy continued to advance with a 
firmness which reflects upon them the 
greatest credit. Twice the column which 
approached me on my left was rppulsed, 
by the troops of General Carroll, those 
oi Gen. Coffee, and a division of Ken- 
tucky militia, and twice they formed again 
and renewed the assault. At length, how- 
ever, cut to pieces, they fled in confusion 
from the field, leaving it covered with 
their dead and wouuded. The loss which 
the enemy sustained on this occasion, 
cannot be estimated at less than 1500 in 
killed, wouuded and prisoners. Upwards 
of 300 have already been delivered over 
for burial ; and my men are still engaged 
in picking them up within my lines and 
carrying them to the point where the 
enemy are to receive them. This is in 
addition to the dead and wounded whom 
the enemy have been enabled to carry 
from the held during and since the actiou, 
and to those who have since died of 
the wouuds they received. We have 
taken about 500 prisoners, upwards of 
300 of whom are wounded, and a great 
part of them mortally. My loss has not 
exceeded and I believe has not amount- 
ed to 70 killed and as many wounded. 
The entire destruction of the enemy's 
army was now inevitable, had it not been 
for an unfortunate occurrence which 
at this moment took place on the other 
side of the river. Simultaneously witb 
his advance upon my lines he had thrown 
over in his boats a force te the other 
side of the river. These having landed,, 
were hardy enough to advance against 
, the works of Gen. Morgan; and, what 
is strange and difficult to account for, 
at the very moment when their entire dis- 
comfiture was looked for with a com* 
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dencc approaching to a certainty, the 
Kentucky reinforcements, in whom so 
much reliance had been placed, inglori- 
ously fled, drawing after them, by their 
example, the remainder of the forces; 
and thus yielded to the enemy that 
roost fortunate position. The batteries, 
which had rendered me for many days 
the most important service, though 
bravely defended, were of course now 
abandoned ; not however until the guns 
bad beta spiked. This unfortunate 
route bafi totally changed the aspect of 
affairs. The enemy now occupied a po- 
sition from which they might annoy us 
without hazard, and by means of which 
they might have been able to defeat, 
in a great measure, the effects of our 
success on this skle of the river. It 
became therefore an object of the first 
consequence to dislodge him as soon as 
possible. For this object, all the means in 
my power, which I could with any safety 
use, were immediately put in preparation. 
Perhaps, however, it uas owing some- 
what to another cause that 1 succeeded 
even beyond my expectations. In nego- 
tiating the terms of a temporary suspen- 
sion of hostilities to enable the enemy to 
bury their deed and provide for their 
mounded, 1 had required certain proposi- 
tittss to be acceeded to as a basis; 
amoug which this was one — that al- 
though hostilities should cease on this 
side of the river until 12 o'clock of this 
day, yet it is not to be understood that 
•they should cease on the other side; but 
thai no reinforcements should be sent 
across by either army until the expira- 
tion of that day. His Excellency Major- 
General Lambert begged time to consi- 
der of those propositions until 10 o'clock 
of to-day, and in the mean time re-cros- 
sed his troops. I need not tell you with 
bow much eagerness I immediately re- 
gained possession of the position he had 
thus hastily quitted. The enemy having 
concentrated his forces, may again at- 
tempt to drive me from my position by 
storm* Whenever he does, I have no 
doubt my men will act with their usual 
firmness/ and sustain a character now 
become dear to them. I have the honor 
to be, with great respect, your obedient 
servant 

ANDREW JACKSON, 

Major-General Commanding. 

• Hon. JEaat* Monroe Secretary of War. . * 



Copy of a Letter from Major-General 
Jackson, to the Secretary of War, da- 
ted Head-quarters, 1th Military dis- 
trict. 
Camp, 4 miles below N. Orlcan, ldth 
Jan. 1815. 
Last night, at twelve o'clock, the 
enemy precipitately decamped and re- 
turned to his boats, leaving behind him, 
under medical atteudance, eighty of his 
wounded, including two officers, four- 
teen pieces of his heavy artillery, and 
a quantity of shot, having destroyed 
much of his powder. Such was the si- 
tuation of the ground which he aban- 
doned, and of that through uhi^h he re- 
tired, protected by canals, redoubts, en- 
trenchments, and swamps on his right, 
and the river on his left, that I could 
not, without encountering a ribk, which 
true policy did not seem to require, or 
to authorize, attempt to annoy him much 
in his retreat. We took only eight pri- 
soners. Whether it is the purpose of the 
enemy to abandon the expedition alto- 
gether, or renew his efforts at some other 
points, 1 do not pretend to determine 
with positiveness. In my own mind, 
however, there is but little doubt that 
his last exertions have been made iu this 
quarter, at any rate for the present sea- 
son, and by the next I hope we shall 
be fully prepared for him. In this be- 
lief 1 am strengthened not only by the 
prodigious loss he has sustained at the 
position he has just quitted, but by the 
failure of his fleet to pas* Fort St. Philip. 
His loss on this ground, since the de- 
barkation of his troops as stated by all 
the last prisoners and deserters, and as 
confirmed by many additional circum- 
stances, must have exceeded 4000 ; and 
was greater in the action of the tfth than 
was estimated, from the most correct 
data then in his possession, by the In- 
spector Geueral, whose report has been 
forwarded to you. We succeeded, on 
the 8th» in getting from the enemy about 
1000 stand of arms, of various descrip- 
tions. — Since the action of the 6th, the 
enemy have been allowed very little res- 
pite— my artillery from both sides of 
the river being constantly employed, till 
the night, and iudeed until the hour of 
their retreat, in annoying them. No 
doubt they thought it quite time to quit 
a position iu which so little rest could 
be found. — I am advised* by -Major Over 
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ton, who commands tit Fort St Philips, \ 
in a letter of the 18th, that the enemy ha- 
ving bombarded his fort, for eight or 
nine days, from 13 inch mortars without 
effect, bad, on the morning of that day 
retired. I have little doubt that he 
would have been able to have sunk their 
vessels had they attempted to run by. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 
Andrew Jackson, Major-Gen. Com. 

P. S. On the 10th our prisoners on 
shore were delivered to us, an exchange 
having been previously agreed to. Those 
who are on board the fleet will be deli- 
vered at Petit CoquilU — after which I 
.shall still have in my Lands, an excess 
of several huudred. 

20th— Mr. Shields, Purser in the Na- 
vy, ba* to-day, taken 51 prisoners, among 
t hem are four officers. A. J. 

Hon. James Monroe, Secretary of War. 

Treaty op Peace with America. 

James Madison, President of the 
United States of America, to all and 
singular to whom these presents shall 
come, greeting : —Whereas a treaty of 
Peace and Amity between the Uuited 
States of America* and his Britanuic Ma- 
jesty, was signed at Ghent, on the 24th i 
day of December, One thousand eight 
hundred and fourteen, by Plenipotenti- 
aries respectively appointed for that pur- 
pose; and the said treaty having been, 
by and with the advice and consent of 
the Senate of the United States, duly 
accepted, ratified and coufirmed, on the 
seventeeuth da\ of February, one thou- 
sand eight hundred and fifteen, and ra 
tified copies thereof having been ex- 
changed agreeably to the tenor of the 
said treaty, which is in the words follow- 
ing to wit; — 

Treaty of peace *nd amity between his 
Britannic Majesty and thiUnited States 
of America. 

His Britanic Majesty and the Uuited 
States of America, desirous of terminat- 
ing the war which has unhappily subsisted 
between the two countries, and of restor- 
ing, upon principles of perfect recipro- 
city, peace, friendship and good under- 
standing between them, have, for that 
purpose, appointed their respective Ple- 
, nipotentiaries, that is to say : His Bri- 
tannic Majesty, on his part, hat appointed 



the Right Honourable James Lord Gam^ 
bier late Admiral of the White, now 
Admiral of the ' Red Squadron of his 
Majesty's Fleet, Henry Goulburn, Es- 
quire, a Member of the Imperial Parlia- 
ment, and Under Secretary of State, and 
William Adams, Esquire, Doctor of Civil 
Laws:— And the President of the United 
States, by and with the advice and com 
sent of the Senate thereof, has appointed 
John Quincy Adams, James A. Bayard, 
Heury Clay, Jonathan Russell, and Al- 
bert Gallatin, Citizens of the United 
States, who after a reciprocal communi- 
cation of their respective full powers, • 
have agreed upon the following Articles : f 
Article 1. That there shall be a firm 
and universal Peace between his Britan- 
nic Majesty and the United States, and 
between their respective countries, terri- 
tories, cities, towns, arid people, of every 
degree, without exception, of places or 
persons. AH hostilities, both by sea and 
laud, shall cease so soon as this Treaty 
shall have been ratified by both parties, 
as hereafter mentioned. All territory, 
places, aud possessions, whatsoever, ta- 
ken from either party, by the other, 
during the war, or which may be taken 
after the signing of this Treaty, excepting 
only the Islands hereinafter mentioned, 
shall be restored without delay, and -with- 
out causing any destruction, "or carrying 
away any of the artillery or other public 
property originally captured in the* said 
forts or places, aud which shall remain 
therein upon the exchange in the ratifica- 
tions of this Treaty, or any slaves or 
other private property. And all archives, 
recoids, deeds, and" papers, either of a 
pqblic nature, or belonging to private 
persons, which, in the course of the year f 
may have fallen into the hands of the 
Omcers of either party, shall be, as far 
as may be practicable, forthwith restored 
and delivered to the proper authorities 
and persons to whom they respectively 
belong. Such of the islands in the Bay 
of Passamaquoddy as are claimed by 
both patties shall remain in the possession 
of the party in whose occupation they 
may beat the time of the exchange of 
the Ratification of this Treaty, until the 
the decision respecting the title to the 
said islands shall have been made ia con- 
formity with the 4th article of this Treaty. 
No disposition made by this Treaty, as 
to snch possession of the islands and ter- 
renes claimed by both parties, .alifclL 
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k any manner whatever, be construed | 
to affect the right of either. 

Art 2. Immediately after the Ratifica- 
tion of this treaty by both parties, as 
hereinafter mentioned, orders shall be 
sent to the armies, squadrons, officers, 
subjects, and citizens of the two powers 
to cease from all hostilities : And to pre- 
vent all causes of complaint that might 
arise on account of the prizes which may 
be taken at sea after the said ratifications 
of this treaty, it is reciprocally agreed, 
that all vessels and effects which may be 
taken after the spaee of twelve days from 
the said ratifications, upon all parts of 
the coast of North America, from the 
latitude of twenty-three degrees north to 
the latitude of fifty degrees north, and as 
far eastward in the Atlantic ocean, as the 
36th degree of west longitude, from the 
meridian of Greenwich, shall be restored 
on each side : That the time shall be 30 
days in all other parts of the Atlantic 
ocean, north of the equinoctial line or 
equator, and tlie same time for the Bri- 
tish and Irish Channels, for the Gulph 
of Mexico, and parts of the West Indies; 
40 days for the North Seas, for the Bal- 
tic, and for all parts of the Mediterra- 
nean; 60 days for the Atlantic Ocean 
south of the equator as far as the lati- 
tude of the Cape of Good Hope; 00 
daysvfor every part of the world south 
of the equator; and 120 days for all 
other parts of the world without ex- 
ception. 

Art 3. All prisoners of war taken on 
either side, as well by land as by sea, 
shall be restored soon as practicable after 
the Ratification of this treaty as hereinaf- 
ter mentioned, on their paying all debts 
which they may have contracted during 
their captivity. The two contracting par- 
ties respectively engage to discharge in 
specie, the advances which may have 
been made by the other for the suste- 
nance and maintenance of such prisoners. 

Art 4. Whereas it was stipulated by 
*he second Article in the Treaty of Peace 
*>f 1753, between his Britannic Majesty 
■and the United States of America, that 
the boundary of the United States should 
'CempjeheftQ all islands within twenty 
ieagues of auy part of the shores of the 
United States, and lying between lines to 
•be drawn due east from the points where 
the aforesaid bound&ies, between Nova 
-J>cotia on the one part, and East Florida 
*n the other, shall respectively touch the 



Bay of Fnndy and the Atlantic Ocean; 
excepting such islands as now are, qr 
heretofore have been, within the limits^ 
of Nova Scotia ; and whereas the seve- 
ral islands in the bay of Passamaquoddy, 
which is part of the Bay of Fundy, and 
the Island of Grand Monan, in the said 
Bay of Fundy, are claimed by the United 
States as being comprehended within 
their aforesaid boundaries, which said 
islands are claimed as belonging to his 
Britannic Majesty, as having been a£ 
the time of and previous to the aforesaid 
Treaty of 1783, within the limits of the 
province of Nova Scoria. In order, 
therefore, finally to decide upon these 
claims, it is agreed that they shall 
be referred to two Commissioners to be 
appointed in the following manner, viz. 
one Commissioner shall be appointed by 
his Britannic Majesty, and one by the, 
President of the United States, by and 
with the advice and consent of the Se- 
nate thereof; and the said two Commis- 
sioners so appointed shall be sworn im- 
partially to examine and decide upon 
the said claims according to such evi- 
dence as shall be laid before them on 
the part of bis Britannic Majesty and o£ 
the United States respectively. The said 
Commissioners stall meet at St. Andrew's 
in the province of New Brunswick,, and 
shall have power to account lfe£uch other 
place or places as they shall think fit. 
The said Commissioners shall,, by a de- 
claration or report under their hands and 
seals, decide to which of the two con- 
tracting parties the several islands afore- 
said do respectively belong, in- confor- 
mity with the true intent of the said 
Treaty of Peace of one thousand seven 
hundred aftl eighty-three. And if the 
said Commissioners shall agree in their 
decision, both parties shall consider 
such a decision as final and conclusive. 
— It is furt!>er agreed, that in the event 
of the two Commissioners differing upon 
all or auy of the matters so referred to 
them, or in the event of both or either 
of the said Commissioners refusing, or 
declining, or wilfully omitting, to act as 
such, they shall make jointly or sepa- 
rately, a report or reports, as well to the 
Government of his Britannic Majesty as 
to that of the United States, stating in de- 
tail the points on which they differ, and 
the grounds uvon which their respective 
opinions have • been' formed, or the 
grounds upon w^b; they, or either of 
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them, have so refused, declined, or 
omitted to act. And Ins Britannic Ma- 
jesty, and the Government of the United 
States hereby agree to refer the report 
or reports of the said Commissioners, 
to some friendly Sovereign or State, to 
be then named for that purpose, and 
who shall be requested to decide on the 
differences which may be stated in the 
&aid report or reports, or upon the report 
of one Commissioner, together with 
the grounds upon which the other Com- 
missioners shall have refused, declined, 
or omitted to act, as the case may be. 
And if the Commissioner so refusing, 
declining, or omitting to act, shall also 
wilfully omit to state the grounds upon 
:» Inch he has so done, in such manner 
that (he said statement may he referred 
to such friendly Sovereign or State, to- 
gether with the report of such other 
Commissioner, then such Sovereign or 
State shall decide exparte upon the said 
report alone. And his Britannic Ma- 
jesty and the Government of the United 

' States engage to consider the decision of 
some friendly Sovereign or State to be 
such and conclusive on all the matters 
«o referred. 

Art. 5. Whereas neither that point of 
the high lands lying due north from the 
source of the river St. Croix, and desig- 
nated in the former treaty of peace be- 
tween the two powers as the north-west 
angle of Nova Scotia, now the north- 
westernmost head of Connect icnt rirer, 
has yet been ascertained ; and whereas 
that part of the boundary line between 
the dominion of the two powers which 
extends from the source of the river 
St. Croix, directly north to the above- 
mentioned northwest angle of Nova Sco- 
tia, thence 'along the said highlands 
which divide those rivers that empty 
themselves into the river St. Lawrence, 
from those which fall into the Atlantic 
ocean to the northwesterumost bead of 
Connecticut river, theuce down along the 
middle of that river to the forty-fifth de- 
gree of north latitude ; thence by a line 
due west on said latitude, until it strikes 
the river Iroquois or Cataraguy, has not 
yet been surveyed : it is agreed, that for 
these several purposes, two Commission* 

»*rs shall be appointed, sworn, and au- 



thorised, to act exactly In the manner 
directed with respect to those mentioned 
in the next preceding article, unless 
otherwise specified in the present article*. 
The said Commissioners shall meet at 
St. Andrews, in the province of New 
Brunswick, and shall have power to ad- 
journ to such other place or places as 
they shall think fit. The said Com- 
missioners shall have power to ascertain 
and determine the points abovementi- 
oncd, in conformity with the provisions 
of the said treaty of peace of 1783, anA 
frhall cause the boundary aforesaid, 
from the source of the river St.-Croix to 
the river Iroquois or Cataraguy, to be sur- 
veyed and marked according to the said 
provisions. The said Commissioners 
shall make a map of the said boundary, 
and annex to it a declaration under their 
bands and seals, certifying it to be the 
true map of the said boundary, and par- 
ticularizing the latitude and longitude of 
the northwest angle of Nova Scotia, 
of the north westernmost head of Con- 
necticut river, and of such other points 
of the said boundary as they may deem 
proper. And both parties agree to con- 
sider such map and declaration as finally 
aud conclusively fixing the said bound- 
ary. And in the event of the said two 
Commissioners differing, or both, or, 
either of them, refusing or declining, or 
wilfully omitting to act, such reports, 
declarations, or statements, shall be 
made by them, or either of them, and 
such reference to a friendly sovereign or 
state, shall he made, in all respects as in 
the latter part of the fourth Article is 
confuued, aud in as full a manner as if 
the same was herein repeated . 

Art. (J. Whereas, by the former treaty 
of peace, that portion of the boundary of 
the United States from the point where 
the 45th degree of north latitude strikes 
the river Iroquois or Cataraguy, to the 
lake Superior, was declared to be " along 
the middle of the said river, into lake On- 
tario, through the middle of said lake, 
until it strikes the communication by 
water, between -that lake* and lake 
Erie, thence along the middle of the 
said communication in the lake Erie* 

(To be continued.) 
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CORN BILL. 



Finding that it would be too tote to 
pre & ent a petition sifter calling together 
any part of the County, and resolved 

Syself to s>tale, to. one, at least, of the 
ouses of Pari. u iti eat, my reasons for ob- 
jecting to this VM ; resolved to shew, iu 
the most formal maimer, that I, ,at any 
rate, rejected the protection, which has 
been so much talked of, I drew up, .and 
forwarded to Earl Stanhope, a petition, 
of which the following is a copy. ,This 
step became the more necessary as it was, 
in some sort, .my duty to make it known 
to the House of Lords* .that the High 
Sheriff of .Hampshire had refused to 
convene a meeting of the County, and, 
thereby, to shew them, that they would 
ifcee had « petition from this whole 
county, h id things taken their natural and 
usual cauise!' * Upon this occasion I may | 
be fairly looked upon as siguhig a peti- 1 
Hon in behalf of a great majority of the 
inhabitants of Hampshire; or, at fh'! 
very least, in belialf of the ->3i gentle- 
men, who signed the Requisition. 1 will 
bow insert the Petition, and then add 
such remarks upon the subject as appear 
to me likely to be useful. 

*R> the Lards Spiritual and Temporal 
of the United Kingdom of Great Bri- 
tain mod Ireland in Parliament . as- 
sembled . 
The Petition of William Cobbett, 

«f BoUey, in Hampshire, dated on the 

17lh day of March, 1815. 

HtTMBLY ShEWETM, 

That your Petitioner, on .the 10th in- 
- ataat, delivered to the High ..Sheriff of 
Hampshire, .signed by your Petitioned 
himself, and by, five hundred and .eighty 
one other * Inhabitants, of x the County,, 
many of whom are freeholders, land-hold- 
. en, tnd land-cultivators, a Requisition in 
Jfee feUowing words ;-— to wit j — 



" Sir, We, the undersigned IVjebold- 
" ers and other Landholders, Yrades- 
s< men and Manufacturers of the County 
" of Southampton, perceiving, ..that, jd 
"various parts, of the ^Kingdom, . evhV 
" disposed, or misguided, persons are en- 
" deavouriug to , prevail ,on the Legishv 
" ture to impose duties on the * Imports* 
" tion .of Corn, . and , being convinced* 
" that such a measure would ..giievousjy 
" oppress the . labouring classes, v woujd 
" be ruinous to Tradesmen and Manuj 
" f«uturers, would, in the end,, be inju- 
" rious to the Growers of Corn and. the 
" Owners of Land themselves, and might 
". possibly disturb the . peace of bis JV1 at 
" jesty's .Dominions, + request ^tbat , yon 
" will be pleased to convene a Meeting 
" of the County on a day as little distant 
" as may be convenient, in order to take 
"into consideration and, to discuss \ the 
"propriety of presenting a petition to. tj>» 
" two Houses of Parliament, , earnestly 
" praying, That nd such measure may be. 
".adopted, and also praying for a repeal 
" oi'iaws, houUle i< on- rhhts.and bber* 
" ties, passed during the late wars, ana 
" for a constitutional Reform in the Com* 
" mons'. House of Parliament."' 

That the said High Sheriff has refused 
to call such Meeting of the County, ana 
that, therefore, your Petitioner, deeply 
impressed with the injurious tendency of 
any law, to prohibit, of, restrain, . the inoU 
porta I ion of Coin, has tints humbly pre* 
sumed to make his individual appeal .la- 
the Wisdom, the Justice, the Humanity 
of your Lonloiiips. 

That your Petitioner does not presume 
to be competent to judge of the precipe 
degree in which the Merchants, Traders* 
and Manufacturers of this kingdom may 
be affected by the proposed law; but 
while common sense tells him, that it mua 
seriously injure these classes of the com* 
m unity, that it must so enhance and up- 
hold the price of tapping, freight, and 
manufactured goods, as to transfer, this 
building of ships, the employment of ships* 
the making of goods, . together with va*t 
numbers of oar best axUzans to countries* 
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where the necessaries of life are at a 
much lower price: while common sense' 
fftts trim, that to uphold the price of food 
is to drive from their native country 
^reat numbers of persons in search of 
better Irving <m their mcomesjeaving their 
share of the taxes to he paid by those 
who remain, and that, too, out of di- 
minished means arising from a diminished 
demand for their produce, their manu- 
factures* and fl»efr profcs a l o ual labours \ 
while common sense says this to your 
Petitioner, his own experience, as an 
owner and cnttivatorof land, enables him 
to state, with more precision, to your 
Lordships, the grounds of his conviction, 
-that any law tending to raise, or keep up, 
the price of Com, will prove, in the end, 
to be no benefit, but an injury to the 
owner and the cultivator of the land. 

That your Petitioner has seen, witli 
great surprise, that, in certain Petitions 
obtained privately and sent from this 
County, it has been asserted, that the 
Expence* of a Aral remain nearly the 
same as when corn was at the late high 
price. Your Petitioner's observation and 
experience enables him most : positively 
to contradict this very material tact. 
When Whan^wns sold at mi vveragttof 
10t> shitilngs a quarter, the wecWy wages 
of a labourer, ra this neighbourhood, were 
from 15 to 18 shillings, and that now, 
when the average price of Wheat is 
about 00 shillings a quarter, the weekly 
wages of a labourer are from 10 to 12 
shillings. . The piice of Btf ckwork, which 
was 50 shillings a Rod, or Perch, is now 
40 shillings. The price of Smith's and 
WheeTwriguf s work is experiencing a pro- 
portionate fall : and the price of plough 
and carthorses has fallen a full third. 

But, there is another great head of ex- 
£ense, to which yotn* Petitioner is par- 
ticularly anxious humbly to solicit the 
attention of your Lordships, as it is in- 
timately comiected, not only with the 
comfort of the great miss of the people, 
tut with their political, *ivil, and moral 
aonduct; namely, ; The *Povr*s Rules, 
which, in the Parish of Bishop's Wal- 
tham, where the laud of your Petitioner 
principally lies, have been reduced - in 
such a degree, fhat your Petitioner lias 
had to pay, m the said parisli, during the 
year iust too** expiring, one fifth less 
'th an he nad to pay during the last yea*,* 

• Xti the parish ot' box iky * 'atitl 'jjruilcr leduc- 
*f«eu lias taken pltce. ' 



with the pleasing prospect of a progres 
sive diminution in this head of expense, 
and in the vast numbers of those persons, 
who are now included under the de- 
grading appellation of paupers ; who, in 
entering the pale of pauperism, have; 
in general, left behind them all those setH 
timents of independence, of patriotism^ 
of love of liberty, of hatred of oppression, 
for . which the * very lowest classes of 
Englishmen were, in former times, so 
highly distinguished, and have, along 
with the name and garb of paupers, as- 
sumed the tone and the manners of 
slaves. 

r For the practical, the undeniable proo£ 
that high prices have an immediate ten- 
dency towards the creating of paupers * 
your Petitioner humbly begs leave to 4 ' 
refer your Lordships to the official do* 
cuments amongst the records of your 
Right Honourable House, where it clearly 
appears, that pauperism, kept in check for 
a long series of years by the native spirit 
of th» people, was let loose like a tor x 
rent over the land by the enormous prices 
during the late wars, which, in depriving 
men of their rood, deprived them, and 
even their children of that shame which 
had before kept them from the PoojtJJ*! * 
and, therefore, your Petitioner cannot 
but view with profound sorrow, that a 
legislative act should be in contemplati- 
on, having, as he firmly belWcs, a ten- 
dency to prevent for ever the restoration 
of the labouring classes to their former 
state of comfort, of independence of mind 1 , 
and of frankness and boldness of mar^ 
ners. 

Your Petitioner is well aware, that, 
unless prices be raised and upheld, it wtfl 
be impossible for toe owners and the cul- 
tivators of the land to pay the taxes that 
will exist after the Property Tax shall 
have ceased; he is well aware,' thai to 
ensure them a high price tor their com is 
the only means of enabling them to pay 
these tirxes ; bnt, then 1 , he is clearly con- 
vinced 1 / that a very large nart 6{ thoae 
taxes might be dispensed with; that the 
army and navy, which swaliowf-up so* 
considerable a portion of them, might be 
reduced' to the state in which they were 
previous to the late war, and that the 
whole of the -public expenses (exclusive 
•of those attendant on the National Debt) 
might be reduced to what they tlien were, 
namely, six millions a year; and thusveith- 
out raising the price of conn,* the credit, 
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the safety, tne honour of the nation* 
might all be amply provided for and 
secured. 

For these reasons your Petitioner hum- 
My prays, that your Lordships will not 
pass muf law to prohibit, or restraint the 
importation of Cvrn ; and, as the nation, 
once more, happily, sees the days of 
peace, he also prays for the repeal of all 
the laws, laying new restrictions oty the 
Press, passed during ,tbe late wars; andf, 
further, he most humbly but most ear- 
nestly prays and implores your Lordships 
to take into your early consideration that 
subject, which, in point of real impor- 
tance, swallows up all others : namely, 
the state of the Representation of the peo- 
: p!e in the Coramons'House of Parliament. 
And your Petitioner shall ever pray. 

W. Co«bktt. 

Tlras it appears to me that I have done 
every thing which I had the power to do 
against this Bill, which, I am afraid, will, 
im spite of all our efforts, become a law. 
— It is proposed, I sec, by the City of 
I*oadasi to petition the Regent not give 
hi* assent to the Bill, I hope that this 
wHf jb* done, w<t that the Regent will 
bss es V+ a the voice of so large apart of the 
nation as have expressed their abhorrence 
of the Bill. — I shall be exceedingly happy 
to have to communicate to my readers, 
that the Royal Prerogative has, in this 
case, been exerted in behalf of the petiti- 
oners. — In the mean whHe, I hope, that 
it will -be clearly understood, that the 
owners and cultivators of land would not 
be gainers by the Corn Bill. But, if they 
ha*e exposed themselves to public hatred 
by becoming the humble cat's-paws of 
those who want to keep up the taxes, I am 
not one, of those who pity them. I have 
4>iitn enough warned them against this ; 
and, if their short-sighted selfishness has 
blinded them and made them 4ea£ Jet 
Arm get their ey$s and ears open as they 
43W. — They have petitioned and voted to 
jaasv their corn made dear, when they 
should have made a stand for the reduc- 
tion of the expenses and the taxes. But 
it would really seem, that they wish for a 
Jarge standing army in time of profound 
peace ; and, that they want high prices to 
enable them to pay the taxes, necessary 
to keep up this army. — Sir Gilbert 
HeaThqotb, Sir FJiaxcis Burdrtt, 
Mr. Ca&craft, And some others art ex- 
captions; hu^ what bat the senseless 



fauaticism of agricultonil societies count 
have induced such men as Mr. Co&si 
and Mr, Wsstekn to enlist themsahje* 

under the banners of Taxation! 1 has* 

been much vexed at the > sentiments la 
many of the petitions against the Bill* 
The petitioners, always upon a false 
scent, ascribe the Bill to the Land-owners^ 
though they see it brought in by the Mi- 
nisters and supported by all the settled 
Ministerial Majorities* in exactly the 
same way that -every place-bill or war-hill 
or grant-bill or tax-bill is supported- 
Can they not see, that it is really a *4+ 
vemment measure 1 Why do they fly, with 
such fury at the Landholders, who, if the 
Bill pass, will only be enabled by it to 
pay. the government the taxes which it 
wants to keep up its great establish* 
meats ? However, as tlje avarice of some 
Landholders, and the folly of others, hare 
let them into the snare, let them get out 
of it as they can, 

After transmitting the above for publi- 
cation, I received a letter from Lord 
Stanhope, informing me that say petitito 
oulyjeacbed him on T*esd** 9 m\$eh *as 
too fijte to be presented* ''Had H been 
" one day sooner," says his Lordship, '? I 
" would have presented it with pleasure." 

NAPOLEON'S RETURN. 

It is now Tuesday noon. The flaxt 
newspapers may inform me, that Napo- 
leon is at Paris, or, that he if dead. It 
is impossible fqr me, or for any one m 
Eaglaud, who has. not a faithful and ac- 
tive correspondent at Paris, to be able to* 
form any thing like a correct opinion as 
to the result of the enterprise of this man 
-of consummate skill and consummate Jpa 
very. The newspapers at Paris are nt 
much under the controul of the Go- 
vernment as the black slave is under that 
of bis master^ Nine tenths of ours am 
as completely fnslaved in. an indirect 
manner* The other tenth is under the 
influence of fear. So that, as to the 
opinions, or even the statements of iA* 
press, very little reliance indeed can be 
placed upon them. All that is said about 
the Joyalty of the people of France, about 
the Seal and fidelity of tba soldiers, 
about the numerous corps which sat*' 
: round Napoleon : these may all be tttt^, 

iand they may all be false as the hearts -of 
those who publish them. One facL sajsi 
MS 
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one fcct alone, can we rely, upon; and 

that is, that tbe Official French papei 

has stated Napoleon to be at Macon o> 

1 Chalons, which is in the very heart of 

! France, and that no body of troops had 

1 yet appeared to stop him on his way to 

* Paris. This fact being undeniable, 

' it follows, that his arrival at Paris, and 
' his restoration to the Imperial C>own, 
' are, at le'ust, possible events ; and, there- 
fore. I shall lose no time in endeavouring 
to shew, that/ if these events should take 

: place, England oiight not, vjit it sufficient 

* cause by Him given, to make war upon 

* him and upon the nation wlio trill hace 
now, in reality, chosen him for their so- 
vereign. — The performance of this duty 

' is the more pressing as I see our Cos- 

* sack newspapers, especially the Times 
and the Courier, labouring very hard 

' to work up the country to the temper of 
War, even before they know that Napo- 

: Icon will get upon the throne, and before 
they can possibly have any grounds for 
believing that he will .noi be sincerely 
disposed to live at peace with us, if he 

. does get upon the throne of France. It 

* is notorious that we once made a peace 

* with bitb. It ts also notoriou^ that 
. we would have made another pea cle with 

Hiffl, if he would have consented to re- 

* duce France to her ancient liirrits. Why, 
. then, should we not make peace with 

him again t— As I said before, the Bour- 
bons may not only remain upou- the 
throne, but, they may be freed from all 

' apprehension? by the' death of Napoleon, 
who," rfctcdrd as our Cossack writers 

' desCribe ; him to be, has, at any rate, in 

* the most deliberate manner, STAKED 
1 HIS Lll'fc upon tl e s iccess of an en- 

* lerprize,' which they have all along as- 
1 serted : to have been wholly hopeless. 

Yes ; this " coirard," even according to 
1 their own accounts, was last seen man Ik 

* fog' from' Lyons, at the head of 8 or 
; * 9,<Jk)0 men, at most, and advaneiug to- 
' wards Paris in the ^ face of more than 

* 100,00i> royal troops, whfle 30.000 were 

' dosing in uporr hjs reAr ! The Bour- 

■ bohs may n^t 'only 'remain upon the 
1 throne, hut may be freed from their dread 
'• of Naj>o4eony and thatj tco, without the 

aid of an assassin. Rut, on the other 
: hand, Napoleon may be successful; and, 
. thercfore\ it fctthoves ns" now, without 
-"Waiting for the* result, to decide upon 
. the important question of pea ;t\ or nat. 
- — -The Cotiack writers do liot attempt 



to state any reasons for out going to war. 
They do not attempt JLo make out any 
grounds of war.' They deal iu. vague as- 
sertions, and in brutal aud uuprovoked 
abuse of Napoleon. They recommend 
rhe marching of our Belgian army i> 
F'eris; and,y«r what ?—Why t " to *&e 
" Paris from tbe audacious enterprises of 
" an infamous rebel." — By the way, these 
a.e the very same writers, who urged 
the Allies to burm+md r w* having auc- 
ecded in that, to plunder this same Pmris, 



whicb they now (vile Hpoc rites!) am *o 
anxious to sace, and Umt, too* from Jfce 
man, who had tilled it with the very things 
of which they so laboured I* cause it to 

be plundered! Vile hypocrite* 1 But, 

rtbel? Napoleou is no nNk He was 
made sovereign of Elba, fie o#ed «e al- 
legiance to Jbe king of France. By so- 
lemn treaty, to which Eugland was a 
party, lie abdicated the throne of France, 
his legitimate possession of which bad 
before been acknowledged by Austria, 
the Pope, llussia, Prussia, Sweden, Den- 
mark, Bavaria, aud, indeed, all the pow- 
ers of the Continent. He abdicated that 
throne on condition of receiving the 
full sovereignty of Elba ; and, he Was as 
much a sovereign as the king of France 
himself. Therefore, it is impossible that 
he can be a rebel. He says, that the 
king of France has violated the treaty of 
abdication ; aud, therefore, he comes 
with the openly declared intention of 
taking from that king his authority and 
throne. His allegations may he J else; 
his enterprise may be really ut\ju*t ; but 
the act, or the attempt, cauuotiaake Urn 
a rebel. lie comes with the avowed ob- 
ject of conquering France ; aud, 1 should 
be glad 1o know what makes this -object 
more unlaw fid, or more hateful, iu tiim 
than in "any other conqueror. — The right 
of cutiquest is, In fact, in the law of utt- 
tious, what the right cf possession is in 
municipal Jaw ; aud, though the attempt 
may be immoraf, in the present instance , 
it is* certainly not unlawful ; and, at any 
rate, there is not the smallest prpteftce 
for calling Napoleon a rebel; for be owes 
no allegiance to ihe king of France, and, 
' therefore, cannot be a . rebel. The 



truth is, it is a struggle for the 
reignty in Fiance. There are two men 
contending for that sovereignty ; and, it 
lemains to be seen which of them will 
tricniph. But* it is a question fcr tiie 



001] 



.MARCH *5, W\$.~ Napotesm's Return. 



am 



not for us to have any thing to do with. 
— — Op the part of Napoleon, never was 
a question more f<rir]y, more *imernw/j^ 
brought to issue.— Reader, f beg your 
attention to a plain, and, I am sure* you 
will say, fair statement of the cast. I beg 
yon to divest yourself of all prejudice, 
and to take up the consideration of the 
case in the spirit of truth. — Napoleon 
was represented as a tyrant over the 
French ; the Senate and the Corps Legis- 
lative denounced him as a tyrant, and 
described the people as most miserable 
under his stray. By the aid of a million 
of foreigners in arms, in, and on the bor- 
ders of France : By the aid of an im- 
mense foreign army at Paris itself, the 
Bourbons were restored to the throne, 
and Napoleon placed in the Island of 
Elba. The Bourbon* have had the rule 
of the kingdom for a year; .bey have, as 
we have been assured, behaved in a way 
exactly opposite to that of Napoleon. 
They have taken all his old generals into 
their pay and service ; and, a" we are- 
told, they have made the* people happy 
and free. — Now, then, says Napoleon, 
1 wiil put the truth of all these assertions 
to the test. The people have had a 
year's experience of the Bourbons. The 
bourbons have had the presses of France, 
England, and all Europe wherewith to 
abuse me for a whole year; wherewith 
to excite a mortal hatred against me \u 
the breasts of the people of France. 
The Bourbons have had a standing army 
of 200,000 tried soldiers; they are sur- 
rounded at Paris by 30,000 picked men; 
fbey have all the Offices, all the mi- 
litary commanders, all the treasures of 
that great country in their hands ; and, 
what will I dof Why, 1 will land 
in France with only 1,000 men; and 
rf the French nation do not, in spite 
Of all the power of the Bourbons, place 
tie upon the throne in their stead, I will 
be content to perish in the enterprise. 
Was there ever any thing so brave as this 
Conduct 1 Did ever ipan act so fairly, 
pay with such excessive generosity 9 . in 
bringing a question to issue?— If Napo- 
leon *ho\i\djail ; if lie should be defeated, 
and driven from France, or killed in 
Frauce ; it will, by no means, be a proof, 
that the people were not for him ; be- 
cause his adversaries have all the force 
of the country in their hands; but, if he 
should succeed ; if he should place him- 
self npou the throne, b it pottle, that 



any one; that even the miter of the •• 
Times, will have the. impudence to pre? • 
tend, that Napoleon is not the chosen •» 
sovereign of the people of France ? And, > * 
if it become an undeniable fact, that he * 
is the sovereign chosen by the people of » 
France; it follows of course, that, to ■» 
make war upon him, without new pro- • < 
vocation, IS TO ENDEAVOUR TO - 
DICTATE BY FORCE OF ARMS A > 
GOVERNMENT TO THE FRENCH 
NATION. This is so clear; it is so - 
impossible to be misunderstood ; that a 
new war against him would expose its * 
authors to the just execration of all just •> 
men ; of all who do not wish to see the » » 
world completely enslaved. lVJr. WiUT- 
BREAD has, in the House of Commons, * 
on Monday last, touched upon this iaa- - • 
portant subject; and alto upon, the sub- 
ject of Ferdinand's conduct iu Spain. - 
On the former he is reported to have * 
spoken as follows : 

" He desired to animadvert very 
" briefly on the awful news which we 
" had recently received from the conti- * 
" nent of Europe. It was probable that 
" the sovereigns at Vienua had, thought 
" the exile o? Elba gone for ever, aud * 
" concluded that such hatred of him, • 
" intist exist in Enrobe for his oppres- * 
" sion, that they might play any pranks 
" they pleased with perfect security r 
" but their conduct had operated to re- - 
" produce him. jie was aggrandised 
" by his enemies. He was dethroned 
" by himself. The Sovereigns had now • 
" reproduced him; and if he should' 
" again be seated on the Imperial Thfoue* 
" of France, it would be ascribable in 
" no small degree, to the misconduct of 
" those Powers, lie desired to know wbe- 
" ther the proclamation, slated to be 
" issued by Bonaparte at Bourgoing or* 
<c the 8th of March, urns genuine or mot. 
" Persons from Paris had informed him 
". that it was so. The treaty of Fontain* 
" bleau made with him, as Emperor of 
" France, gave him the sovereignty of 
" the Isle of EJba, settled Parma aud PI* 
" centia on his wife and son, and provi- 
" ded a large pension for him and his 
" family. The. noble lord had given it 
" limited assent to it,' and it was, signed 
" by MarshalNey. He thought k wonkl 
" have, been the. best of policy to keep 
" good faith with him, v in order to mark 
" the contrast, between the conduct of 
<< lvalues and his own, and to takw- 
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He bad detained the house so loog 
that he should now proceed to move 
.an Address to the Prince Regent, 
praying his Royal Highness to commu- 
nicate to the House of Commons* such 
information as might be afforded with- 
" out inconvenience, respecting the pro- 



«* trway flow ttnr &rety possible pretext \ 
40 ftr disturbance It appeared, how- 
•*e*en. fro* 1 his statement, that die 
~ frencfe government had deter paid his 
"fensioh since Ar watt to Elba. He 
«* aisa stated, that the stipulated provi- 

— sionforhis wife and son had not been . — -, , — ^ m — r -- 

"infide^ tfnd was not to be allotted; I" codings of the Congress at Vienna. * 
**tod still farther, that air endesvoirr —1 do not argue With Mr. Whitbrbad 
" wai made under the authority of the 

••Congress* to force him from" Elba to 

~ *>nte pu>re distimt* pfyc^ Was the 

* jtilfe lord readp td cortrddict elf 

^tkUP If not; wharrcase had* beenr put 

n bttr> hi? bands* *n* tfhat an Appeal 

~wa* afforded to make to> Marshal Key 

«* wbov was na*r opposed to him ! He 

~ wa*stm> tbfttif he had' any thing- to 

^say of Ae present King 1 of Prance, 

•* Louh^ XVI1L in- the way of reflecting 

*• fnr his conduct; this- ^ $& not the mo- 

** pent* for doing -so*; but if a person in 

*+ bi* (Mir; Ws) situation expressed his 

•* tfpinietr ok the subject; he> wouhl ssjy, 

~ time be fetr the greatest respect for the 

** emitter; and character of Lowis 

•* XVI1L erer sjnee htrtestoratiotl to the 

** tHrne* He had< conducted himself 
V? witb greats moderatfmr, and had evin- 
•^ cexl a diacffmirtatkig^ geatUumnlftjmd 
~h<*our*bfe feefing. /*•<>. H?*be» 
f lteved th&t wbat bad been done well 
«Thi- Frtfflce,: had* been dwing; to the 
fT Kingr himself ;. and that *fcu* had been 
<* dwup' trrotig; w*s< attributable' to- bis 

* advisers. If irshmdd pfotfce God that 
** hfr should be dethroned; he* believed 

* that bi^ cdfcdftcf urotdd have* MtH to 

* dm Witt it He- hoped- that if the; 
T H*tts* of Bourbon* prevailed, wbifch 
^afr^ must wish,- there 1 ivotiW^ be moder- 
«*«&!* iir? frtflce; bbt' (but;, if fb»t 
1? stioukr not" benhe ease; MterT wotdtrbi 
rpi^ifr ftigfrndi Hr lmpcfraff the 

* FM^ wuidoV- .tatn' whkt were the 
^ etttrtl* of nfifcondnct; -rf (be Bonr- 
f bolt* remitted, th«r leisoii 'tyightr Vet 
^be* bettrtWai; Shftttd Bonaparte 
** gu et frrtfr be>Cropetly if i^wis possrbfe 
^tc* btrpws^ the less^nirof^ntodeiillioti 
*~ ttpbH» btaty by the^ eX^erieiK-^ of r«^ 
^ vets*s;tftaHte would 5 fiiuh hi* luteufef iii 
•^pwttttsitia: tbewv stttd f thtit,. • tbcrrfiy, 
.*•* plAcevwifuhHwiinihUe;- Not a peHeeot 
• 4C ptftttttetf aurl 4 barter,, amf tratfto^of 
**" bum^i* ererit^M; bot> one' in*wh*bh 
** tli» ilMetesi^of' subjett^ ht ceiteml 
^ slWttkl^ b» cobwOttdv it wetH W tiie 
'^i««««^as^«(^rtt^ 



in all he says here in favour of the King 

of France, nor m what be says respecting 

whafeeught to be our u/idus on toe sut^ 

ject of Napoleon's enterprize. But, he 

put a Tery important question ; and. now 

we shall see the report of Lord Castle- 

reagh's answer. — It is as follows:— 

4C The bon. gentleman had asked what 

" line of policy this country shovfd 

*' adopt in regard to the conmlsion by 

" which France was at present agi- 

" tated. He rLord C.) would give it 

i* as his opinion, that on the issi^e of the 

" contest depended the continuance of 

' all tke blessingsto which this country* 

* cottW look forward (hear, hear) t ana 

* that it never could be said that if Bon- 

* apdrte were re-esfablished in France 
' England could lock forward to (ran- 
' attiftity. On the result of that contest, 
11 it depended whether the world coulct 

* return to Xhatnioral system which could 

* ensure the happiness &nd prosperity of 
f< nations, or should be compelled to 
" revert to thai military system which 
i* Bonaparte's domination'' compelled 
•'other nations to adopt. Were that' 
* c man restored in France, he should be 
" glad to kiiow how thecontinent of En- 
" rope could avoid Leibjf agaiii convert- 
<( e^d into so many armed nations, as the 
•*' only security for their independence. 
••' On the' issue, then, ef the present con- 
M tcaf, orf the success of the Bourbons* 
a U depended whether we ccvHt hokfor^ 
tc ward to the restoration of thr natural 
« drdiftf things, ot* return to that or* 
<c tijtciat stdtefrony whM we had so rr- 
* r anifyescape^ fir trfisted that Pro- 
** vil>Ki*cfc would" coniiiitt this' couutrv 
" ami EUrdpe' through tliertmiaiader oV 
•' its h difficulties^ Tlie 1 "noble 1 lord-tliei\ 
" eoiigi-atHlated the hotiseov the general 
1 ' " mkrp tibn^'Of fcprescn tatiser gottrumentt - 
•' iif^ the« dW^reiit states- ofGarmHny. 
44 und^stfftt thar^1th ? re]gard to tftfrstates- 
•* gi^eral ot"H4iiw>v>r in pfer«eBdar;. their" 
" dfeliberarn»t^hW r beisn .conducted^with- 
u & degree^ o^f* rit0derWi6n f v bde^it; ano^ 

PwAmte* ^fe^** Ufeu^ c*&\£ a* 
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11 great deal had been dene to promote 
H the happiness of nations, and if Bon- 
** aparte was not suffered to intercept 
** the prospects which were arising, never 
" could Europe look forward to bright- 
" er days than fbose which it might now 
" anticipd^ The noble lord sat down 
" amidst loud applause." — Here is a good 
stal to remark upon ; but, here is NO 
4XSWER to Mr. Whitehead's ques- 
tion. He asked, whether Napoleon's 
complaint woo jmtt t whether, rite treaty 
of Fontainbltau had not been violated ? 
whether the pension had uot gone un- 
paid? whether a plan was not in agitation 
to remove kirn from Elba f This, none of 
all this, was answered by Ld. Castlk- 
HfcAGH, who contented nimself with giv- 
ing on opinion, that Napoleon and the 
Bourbons between them held in their 
hands the power of making England 
happy or miserable for ages, perhaps, to 
come. — This is comfortable, to be sure ; 
tit, it is no answer to Napoleon's Pro- 
clamation.-- Well, but, Spain 1 What did 
his lordship say about Spain 1 — Mr. 
Whitehead bad complained of tiie con- 
duct of Ferdinand : and what wis the 
answer of Lord Castlereagh? wfey this, 
is the reports in the newspapers say*-— 
" The noble lord then briefly aUudjg to 
<*~ the affairs of Spain, and contended, 
" that painful and disputing as the pro- 
u ceedings of one party in that country 
" were against the other, we had no 
" right to call that government to ac- 
"" count for its proceedings. He had 
f ' every reason to suppose, that the 
" Spanish government wished to cherish 
" a friendly connection with this coun- 
" try ; npr was there any reason to sus- 
" pect, that what was called the family 
" compact, at least in its offensive parts, 
" would be renewed with France. Look- 
" ing then, generally, at the foreign rcla- 
" tions of the country, he thought them 
" highly satisft^tory."— Very good, my 
lord; and, i beseech you, let. us apply 
the same doctrine to France. ' Let us not 
talk of war against Napoleon, while he 
gives no proof of hostility towards us, 
I grant, that the re-establishment of the 
InptuUion in Spain is no ground for our 

Cng to war with Ferdinand | no groUud 
our interfering in thl domestic affairs 
of that country ; but, then, I hope, that 
you will be pleased to grant me, in return, 
that the change of rulers in France, if 
such chang* should take place, is n? 



ground for our making War upon Ant 
nation, or ou the sufteessiti rival of the 
present rulers. — Lord CasTlbbeaoh's 
language does not amount to a dedara* 
tion, that we shall be plunged into a war 
against Napoleon, if he should be placed 
utpon the throne; and, lam very glad, 
that it does not, but, I wish ft had been 
plain in the negative; for, I am fusrjr 
convinced, that such a war would b# 
the most calamitous that we ever saw, 
drawing into ft/as I am sure it would, a 
war with America, or the instant ruin of 
our trade and commerce, which, though 
tlie nation could exist without them, arc, 
at this time necessary to enable us to 
pay the taxes absolutely necessary to 
discharge the interest of the Debt.— 
Only think of a new war in the present 
situation of our finances ! Only think of 
an annual expense of more thanlOO 
millions sterling! If Napoleon attacks us. 
If lie attempts to injure England, let us 
fight him as long as we have the means" 
of .purchasing powder and ball* But, if 
It* is ready to live in peace with us ; peaca 

Jpd friendship with him and his people 
si us have.— Perhaps all this reasoning 
and all this protesting may be renderea 
Jsliottj^ unnecessary by the events which 
will be announced to us, long before this 
paper will fo to the ppess; but, as the 
Cossack writers bad begun to en out 
for war beforehand; 1 think it light to 
cry out for peace beforehand. ...... 

It is now Wednesday afternoon, and we 
are told, that Napoleon was at Autuw 
on Thursday, the 18th instant, in spite 
bfatythe forces in his front and in hit 
rear; It is not! said, that be has 16,000 
men after all the desertiom from his 8 or 
9,000/ He is a strange man indeed/ 
—This dearly proves, that there is no 
reliance to be weed in the newspaper 
accounts. AecWding to fliesf accounts 
mora than 100,000 ranters, besides na- 
tional guards aM volunteers, were on 
foot in pursuit of him more than ten days 
ago ; and y*t he proceeds without a sin- 
gle shot being flittd at him/— A short 
time will put an eftd to all speculation. 

, Thursday afternoon, The 

great ojuestioa is dewed. Napoleon has 
entered Paris withoW a single shot being 
fired, except in the;.%iy of rejokftfeg, or 
the least opposition" $ftew^ to his re&usnp^ 
tion of all his forme* power and dignity* 
— His whole journey has; in feet, been a 
mumpk— ^Evcry vkm he was greeted 
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With acclamations, not only by the mili- 
tary; hut by the inhabitants, men, wo- 
men and" children. All seem to have 
considered his return a jubilee* as a de- 
liverance from some terrible calamity, as 
the greatest of blessings Which could be 
conferred l on " any people. The hopes 
ofjtbose men of blood, who were confi- 
dent ' that' Napoleon * could not reach 
the *. capita.!,- but over the slaughtered 
bodies of the National Guards, have been 
for ever Wasted* — Even >\ he household 
roop^ofthe unfortunate Louis," the tens 
of thousands of Volunteers who assembled 
found him;- and the". " lives and fortune 
* men," who swore that they would spend 
heir last shilling; apd shed the last drop 
of v their' blood in defence of his person 
and "government. These ail deserted him, 
and rendered homage to the man whom 
they' had; only a few moments before, de- 
upui.ced " a n bet and a traitor. N apo- 
l^bn Will know how to estimate the loyally 
of these supporters of " ancient' insti- 
*\ tutioiis.":— U . is to the peopU that he 
owes every thing. It was the pacph 
who at first called him to the throne of 
Fiance. It is the* voice of the people, 
i$w more united and fervent than; ever, 
xyhitlrie-echocs ibat call ; and a* long as 
be" reVaiqs a thai hold of their affections, 
>thich' he v can onW , do by nuking -their 
Ijappiriess Ins principal 'care, no power on 
edrth, I.'afi* persuaded,- can' shake. the 
stabijity* of bis thro, a Never, indeed, 
iVthe wnple history of the world, • whs 
ti*re~ a' monarch, with a competitor; (or 
tpe" crow n' in possession of the capita), 
who' obtained the pri^e with to nruch 
ease, or' was so cordially received, as J*a- 
rfcjejpn" " , even by the fr.ends of 
JUs : rjv? so pi«Jtjy: proofs of- the 

efcijrjd * duhbUtiatiuir, not sa- 

tisfy tin ; war, that *i his wouder- 

ffd man ty thesovcuMjzii of their 

«$6iee.l belter evidence would 

these \ t lave, of the *act?~ Or 

rfcthcr, do .they not shirt tVe'jr -'eves uguinst 
aJP evidence 1 Do they nut consider, war 
their. harvest, ttf brin^ kuout Vb'icli iLev 
\vould' sacrifice every j,riuc1;>!e of honor 
ahdofltfstic'e, if it'c^ir ue'stn>yo*e/r thut 
tftcy puVseVs a ny. — ( 2'un it t e fo rqo t": eii 
lfcw\*gdrtthey weye,'when t\x.y tl/iiu^ht 
tfcepow-fct of;thefi6urfron 4 rc-efctiddj^itd, 
to involveTranee it!* 'a r ueWwaru : huYei 
iWfgliboriryT—lfoy'Hfaey: insuited' lliat 
0rtlamr rfatforf; how '.they endeavoured 
ty scrw* the- settle of- jeitl<>asy' a^to- irer 



rising power and greatness; for the base • 
purpose of exciting hostile attempts 
against her '; even when all hopes from • 
this source failed, how often, and how - 
anxiously did they epdeavour to create 
a civil war in that country, by the un- 
principled and insidious advice which . 
they gave the Bourbons, to withdraw . 
their confidence from those men, who 
alone were distinguished for talents, and 
upon whom only the nation could rely 
m tfa* smssv. of "danger. The seeming 
tranquillity, which was about to diffuse 
itself over Europe, had disappointed the 
sanguinary hopes of these men of blood; 
but these feelings were not eradicated* 
They were only put aside as a reserve, 
to he ready, when an opportunity oc- 
cured. of being again brought into action. 
The return of Napoleon, tf*cy now con- 
sider that opportunity;, and instead of 
uniting- with thirty miltioua of people 
in hailing an event* which, if the sove- 
reigns of Europe studied their true in- 
terests, mifcht be rendejed conducive to 
ger.eral happiness,* liey hold it up to view 
in no other light tli.au as* a signal to un- 
sheath the sword, to rephiuge titi* coun- 
try into ail the horrors of interminable 
war, and to drjw the allied powi.rs into 
a new union, similar to that fatal union , 
wluch wa* formed in the eaily part of. 
the revolution, which' roused the whole 
population of Fiance, and enabled thqia«. 
so effectually to defcut the projects, aud. 
to Laijle ail the attempts of ihyhr invaders.* 
— The CvurUr. uW.uiy'untiiipfatihg tbew 
fruits of this* to theni, jiroinisiugfhan esto 
exulliugly exclaim* — "now wc shvll have,. 
" reason to Lu*s that delay' in the umrcjli 
" of the Coti^ress, which many were dis- . 
" posed to'- blame*. Had they terminated* 
" iheir" proceedims hi^t" Autumn/ tbev> 
" mon&rchs wouM l.i^e n turned Acnic^, 
" tiair hoops' would bine been reduced-* 
"to the' pejce ei.tuIrti.Luent; and' the. 
" Con'iuc'ivrs of l'S*ria weuhl L«ve beer\> 
45 in I'olijifd^ yud ii/Ku^u. iti'Sl^rht or: 
4< in' 1 juh|>ary. 12 ut they «re c,V u-e fijt 
y ivarJooting-oUviiMiJ to uit at ence. 

"IN A FOKTMliUT V. K .SiiALL St« 
•'"i-IIKM AGAIN <,N* THIS $*!!>£ fKK 

""ltyi.Nl*:. Deeply therefoie as we regiet : 
•' this successful mvasiou 'of BVixiapa'rre,' 

*• wc iuv n 6' rco&H^ to' di'sporid?'.* —' 

Unp\-inc/i|ile^ , juisci^t2--AW we to be' 
told, alter tlie* tetrilile experience of "twvm- ! 
ly-rive* year^ of murderous war, |[&f ai" 
ret : £\^al 'Cirif isa Messing :f U ifposstbie 
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to look st the state - of our own country, 
(to say nothing ot other stales) reduced 
by aar to the verge of bankruptcy,, end 
skit out from almost every other nation 
as a manufacturing and commercial peo- 
ple; is it po ^ s>i bit 1 , 1 ask, to lonfempiatt 
so gloomy and deplorable a pic lure, and 
jet " not see reason to uespond," in the 
prospect which ihe return of hostilities 
opeasto out view? liave the heolum- 
ite'sof the tinritr aud the Timt* con- 
templated the mights odds that is now 
against us I V. lieu we entered upon the 
late \>ar with rvalue, her hi antes were* 
deranged, an hxu eu>e had of debt hung 
rounu her neck, ind htr armies uere iu 
a statt of di.M>'t>- nidation. Our finances, 
oil tLe contraiy, wtie m their vigour, our 
debt trh-iug, compared to what it is now, 
arid our naval aud unhtaiy. force in 
the highest .slate of diseipime. ''. ranee 
Las come out of the contest reno\atco ; 
y>k bave retired, ruined in our comment., 
ruiued in our manufacture.:, and ruined 
in" our finances. Ihe national oebt ot 
France h; j a been swept awa\. Onr^ bus 
eocrcased u. li.e fcaiful amount of One 
Ihv&na Million*! Id 17 J2, it was 
ouK two Lntmred i»nd fifty-iimc millions. 
It u true, cur brets and armies, pariicu- 
lafly the f« rmrr. efotmced roitsirietabie 
wicctib in the late contest *with trance. 
—hut, wiil \\\ the tone v,e may Le l.».u 
to brmg agcinst lier, hesumcicut to make 
an impulsion upon hei in i.ei now ier- 
nud«Ue condition ? What lias 'Use late 
ptusein tbr lusliie operations on the 
continent been, but a breathing period 
for Iran ce-*- a period duiing which htr 
armies ha\c been er.ormou.4v elicited, 
hv the return el iier veleran troops; ami 
(itnat is ot still ui< re cot.'3c(,i.er.ce to her) 
during -which (bat usionisliiug genius, 
w*bo now directs her uflair*, ha* noi cmv 
hiid leisure, to counteract thai ioui lica- 
spn, which compelled Mm to abdicate 
his throne, but to (finest and bring' to 
maturity plans for *• Kio iuiu re glory and 
spennty cl that emph'e'l*r v.ioch- l.c has 
been called liy the' spontaneous ami niia- 
miuous voice ol an admiring and giuu-fol 
pcopie. We ue.e loM thai he bail be- 
come corpoiciil 2nd inactive, iu the i&le 
Cff-Llta; that he 4 had : gr cu uj>-ail idea oi 
agaiu appearing is a pobi.c character on 
tit theatre of be world, and that' be 
occupied his k». ure hours there, by wril- 
vbjf a ttysiMy' of' his e\cntful life.— \ 1 1\ 
yMtfenj t (iced, it ik#v appears, were 



Ihe objects with which his mmd were - 
employed.. He .felt that he had not yet , 
done enough for France. She had claims • 
upon him which it was his imperious duty 
to discharge. The p n *t events of ins 
life might have served " to point amoral, • 
"or adorn a tale;" hut be wished to » 
occupy the more dignified paqe of hUtory ; 
he was desirous to ensure the surlrages of . 
posterity by deeds rather than by words; 
a vast held for action opened betore him. 
1 Here be has embarked his all, bis valour, . 
b^ siviil, bis claims to the homage of a 
great nation; there he will refute all the 
calumnies which bis enemies have heaped 
upon him; and there, I, for one, most 
fervently hope, be will render him- 
self worthy of the hi^h destiny to 
which ne has becu called, by cultivating 
habits of peace amougst his subjects. — 
It has been with feelings of sincere re- 
gret that 1 have observed an address of 
Louis Will, " to the 1 rench arm;/' 
in which that unfortunate Monuiih seems 
to have wished to attach the military to 
his interests, by the kars of a civil war, 
and a foreign invasion. '* '1 hink, (says 
" be) that if the enemy should triumph,. 
' civil war would immediately be kindled 
•'.amongst us, and that #t in* \tiy mo- . 
44 iac,»t moie thau C0O,U< loreiguers, 
" whoae ».rms 1 could no longer ehbin, 
" would rush from every siue on our 
"country." This proclamation Lcuia to 
bave been " priuted from llie tnl^iuai in 
" the Kttig't own hand" f i o what a lew 
ebb must that Sove-iCign's abair^ have 
been reduced, when bo resorted to mea- 
aitrevtif such a description, instead of 
cuiiftvling in ^ h>>«hy of his pot-pie ; 
when he n.euaccd them with U:eba%onets 
of ^00,000 foici;;r.ers, itutcuu-oi uhing 
on the juatiee of his cauie, and on the 
fidelity of that nation, who, it what be 
has all along been tel iug us is true, were 
ready to a man to tie n.r him. 1 ata 
air. id, if the iliics should xeaiK have, 
an iottuiioii to inlerfeieiu the setuemeut- 
of the iilt'ertiat Government of Haute* 
ihat this address of Louis lias producetl 
that eliect. 'l'lie reception wliich Na- 
poleon has met with, has banisheal from 
iu\ mind a'.iidca of a civil war in that de- 
lii.-hvful (ouuiry ; hut 1 cannot conceal 
my up|Vre Illusions, that the language of 
Louis may he regarded by the enemies of 
Napoleon, as au invitation again to at- 
tempt the subversion of his power, and 
Ihus- :eLindle-thc41iuiOT of war in Europe. 

' • Digitized byVL^OOgle 
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I see that Louis XVIII. on the 19th inst. 
officially announced to " the foreign 
" Ministers at Paris/ that it was his in- 
tention to repair to Lille, where he 
hoped to meet " the members of the 
" diplomatic body accredited at his 
" court." Is it intended at this meet- 
ing to arrange with the foreign Ministers 
a plan for the entrance of the " 300,000 
"foreigners" into France? Have the 
Bourbons already forgot, that it was 
owing to measures ot this description 
Louis XVI. was dethroned, and ulti- 
mately lost his life ? Looking to the past, 
I cannot anticipate a more favourable re- 
suit to this new attempt upon France, if 
such an attempt is really in contempla- 
tion, than 1lr.it which took place, when all 
Europe combined marched its numerous 
armies into that territory, for the avowed 
purpose of regulating its internal Govern- 
rnent. If experience has placed at the 
head of the allied forces more able com- 
manders, France has, in this respect, 
been, at least, equally benefitted— Na- 
poleon himself is more than a match for 
any General in Europe; and although 
some of his Marshals have abandoned 
him, there are many, who continue at- 
tached to his cause, fully capable at 
taking the field with every probability of 
success. Then consider the spirit with 
which the French soldiers must now be 
animated; the enthusiasm with which 
the return of Napoleon has inspired them. 
Thia of itself is sufficient to conduct 
them to any enterprise into which be 
might lead them; but when there is 
added to this the " love of country," the 
flame which inspires every patriot when 
the territory which gave him birth is trod- 
den by a foreign foe ; when this noble 
Reeling is mixed up with that ardent 
personal affection, which the soldiers of 
France entertain for the man who led 
them to so many victories, I cannot en- 
tertain a doubt as to the termination of 
the contest. — But should this country, 
notwithstanding ail these considerations, 
still* seek a war with France, where are 
*e to find the means of keeping in our 
pay, those immense foreign armies, those 
• r 300,000 foreigners" with which Louis 
the deured menaced his enemies, and 
whicb» it is necessary we should keep con* 
Stantly itt our pay, if we seriously intend 
to wage war - until we finally overthrow 
Napoleon?-*- Even with the Property Tax, 
which the acammovy voice of the nation- 



has consigned to its deserved fete, we 
found it impossible to answer the un- 
ceasing demands of the allies, without 
resorting to public loans, the interest of 
which imposed new and overwhelming 
taxes not only upon this generation, but 
upon all generations to come. Are we 
able then, in the event of another twenty 
years war, ta bear the burdens which 
must atteud M Is the raonied interest, 
as they call themselves, sufficiently rich 
to advance ^evdn or eight hundred mil* 
lions to ministers, as was done during 
the last war, for the " glorious deliver- 
"ance w of the countries of Europe t — And 
are the people prepared to pay those 
taxes, that must be levied, to meet the 
interest which such an enormous expen- 
diture will occasion? — These are ques- 
tions wjiich ought to be solved, and that 
satisfactorily, before this nation again 
allow itself to be dragged into a con- 
test, the only object of which, according 
to our corrupt newspapers, is to restore 
Louis the 18th, to the throne of France, 
and to destroy that man, who is already 
restored by the unamious consent of the 
French people. 

Declarations of thb Emfrro* 
Napoleon to the French F*q- 

fLB AND THE ARMY. 



Bay of Juan, March 1, 181& 
Napoleon, by the grace of Ood and 
the constitution of the Empire, Emptr&r 
of the French, fyc. Sfc. 3pc % 

TO THE FRENCH PEOFL*. 

Frenchmen !— The defection of the 
Duke of Castiglione delivered up Lyons, 
without defence, to our enemies; the 
army of which I confided in him the 
command, was by the number of its 
battalions, the bravery and patriotism of 
the troops which composed it, fully able 
to beat the Austrian corps opposed to 
it, and to get into the rear of the left 
wing of the enemy's army, which threat- 
encd Paris. The victories of Champ 
Aubert, of Montmirai), of Chateau 
Thierry, of Vauchanp, of Mormans, 
of Montcreau, of Craone, of Rheims, 
of Arcy-sur-Aube, and of St, Dizier; 
the rising of the brave peasants of Lor- 
raine, of Champagne; of Alsace, of 
Frttncbe Cemte nod of B^irgoin,and the 
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position which I bad taken on tbe rear 
tf the enemy's army, hy separating it 
from its magazines, from its parks of 
reserve, from its convoy and all its 
equipages, bad placed it in a desperate 
situation. The French were never on the 
point of being more powerful, and the 
flower of tbe enemy's army was lost 
without resource : it would have found 
it? grave in those vast countries which it 
had mercilessly ravaged, when the trea- 
son of the Duke ofKagusa, gave up tbe 
capital, and disorganized the army. The 
unexpected conduct of those two Gene- 
rals, who betrayed at once their coun- 
try, their Prince, and their benefactor, 
changed tbe destiny of the war. The 
disastrous situation of tbe enemy wa s 
such, that at the conclusion of the a#mr 
which took place before Paris, it was 
without ammunition, on account of its 
separation from its parks of reserve. 
Coder these new and important- circum- 
stances, my heart was rent, but my soul 
remained unshaken. I consulted only 
the interest of the country: 1' exiled 
mysett on a rock iu the middle of the 
sea. My life was, and* ought to be, still 
useful to yon* I did not permit the 
gftat number of citizens, who wished lev 
accompany nte, to partvie my lot. 1 
tfcMgbt their presence useful to France; 
and 1 took with' me only a handful of 
brave" men, necessary tor my guard. 
Raised" to the Throne by your choice, 
adi t£ut has been done without you is 
illegitimate. . For twenty-five years 
France has had new interests, new 
Institutions, and new glory, which could 
only be secured by a national Govern- 
ment^ and by a Dynasty treated under 
tbese> new circumstauccs. A Prince 
who should reign over you, who should 
be" seated on my throike by the power of 
those very armies which ravaged our 
territory would in Vain- attempt to sup- 
part himself with the principles of feudal 
taw: he would- nor be able to recover 
irlie honour anif tbe *igM* cf- more 
than a- small number o* individuals, 
enemies of the people, who, for twen- 
tjrhve years, have condemned^ them 
tor- aM- our national' asbeaiMics. \our 
JfcUKjuiUtfy at home,* and* jour conse- 
quence* abroad, would be lost lor ever: — 
ytehriiineu 1 In- my e*tfe 1' heard your 
cbutplaiuts' aftd* your wishes v y«ur de- 
* inladed that ttoVefrume nt of v our oboice 
\^dt a&u* wtir * lejfiti^aSe-. Y*fr ac- 



cused my long slumber ; you reproached 
me tor sacrificing to my repose Uie great 
interests of the country. 1 have crossed 
the seas in the unu&i of dangers of every 
kind: I arrive amongst you to resume 
my rights, winch are your's. All that 
individual* have done, written, or said, 
since the capture of Paris, I will be for 
ever ignorant of: it shall not at all in- 
fluence the recollections which I preserve 
of the important services which they 
have performed. These are circum- 
stances of such a nature as to be above 
human organization. Frenchmen i there 
is no nation, however small it may be, 
which has not had the right, and which 
may not withdraw itsclt from the dis- 
grace of obeying a Prince imposed on it 
by an enemy momentarily victorious. 
When Charles Vli. re-entered Paris, and 
overthrew the ephemeral throne ot henry 
V. he acknowledged that he held his 
throne from tne valour of his heroes, and 
not from a Prince Regent ot England* 
It is thus that to you aloiic, and u» the 
brave men of the army, 1 account U, and 
snail always account it, my glory to owe 
every, thing. By Uie Luiperor, 

(Signed) Napolrqn. 

The* Grand Marshal performing the 
functions ot Major-Oeneral of the Orand 
Army. (Signed; Count Berth and. 



Gulf of Juan, March 1, 1810. 
Napoleon, by the grace of God and 
the Constitution of the hmpirc, Emperor 
of the French, &c. &c. &c. 

TO THE ARMY. 

Soldiers ? We were not conquered ; 
two men risen from our rank* belra\ed 
our laurels, their country, tueir rhuce* 
their benefactor. Those whom during 
twenly-iive \ears we* have- been traversing 
alt Europe io raise up euemies agahi»tus ; 
who ita\£ passed- incur- lives- in fighting 
agaiitet us iu the rank* of foreign ai ime&, 
cursing our hue 1 ranee, shall they pro 
lend- io command and toutioul our 
eagic?, on which they have 2 not dared 
*ever to look! Shall we euciure that they 
should* inherit the fruits of our glorious 
labours — that- they, should clothe them- 
selves witfctowr honours and our goods — 
'that they Ifciujd calumniate our glory { 
if thek.Ki^^h^tuid^coutinue, ail uonhl 
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be lost, even the memory of those im- 
mortal days. With what* fury do they 
pervert their very nature. They seek to 
poison what the world admires: and if 
there still remain any defenders of our 
glory, it is among those very enemies 
whom We have fought on the field of bat- 
tle. Soldiers, in my exile, I beard your 
voice : I have arrived through all ob- 
stacles and all perils ; your General, 
called to the* throne by the choke of the 
people, and educated under your banners, 
rs restored to you : come and join him. 
Tear down those colours which the nation 
has proscribed, and which for 25 yesrs 
served as a raHy ing signal to all the enemies 
6f France : mount the Cockade tri-colour: 
you bore it in the days of our greatness. 
We r.iiiit f.TgcL that we have been mas- 
ters of natrons ; but we must not suffer 
any to rnternieddie in* our affairs. Who 
Shall presume to be masters over us*? 
"Who would have the power? Recover 
those eagles which you had at Ulm, at 
Austerlitz; at Jena, at Eylau, at Fried land, 
at Tudela, at Lekmuhl, at Essling, at 
Wngram r at Smoiensko, at Moscow, at 
Lntzen, at * Vorkcn, at Montmirail. . Do 
you think that the handful of Frenchmen, 
who are now so arrogant, will eudure to 
look on them \ They shall return whence 
they came, and there if they please they 
shall reign as they pretend taliave reign- 
ed during 19 years. Your possessions, 
your rank, your glory, the possessions, the 
rank, the* glory of your children, have no 
greater enemies than those Princes whom 
foreigners have imposed upon us; they 
are the enemies of our glory, because the 
recital of so many heroic actions, which 
hove glorified the people of France fight- 
ing against them, to withdraw themselves 
from their yoke, is their condemnation. 
The veterans of the armies of the Sambre 
and the Meuse; of the Illiine, of Italy, of 
i^vpt, of -the We>t, of the Grand Army, 
Uni all humiliated: their honourable 
bounds «re disgraced; their successes 
wt re crimes; these heroes were rebels, if, 
as the enemies of the people,the legitimate 
Vovereigns were* in the midst of the fo- 
reign armies. Jlonours, rewards, affection 
i re given to those who have served against 
tue country and us. ' Soldiers I come and 
lange yourselves under the standards of 
your Chief; his existence is only compos- 
ed of yours; bis rights are > ^v those of 
tlie people and yours ; his \erest, his 
konour, hisglfn-y, are »« other than your 



interest, your honour, and your glory. 
Victory shall march at the charge step ; 
the eagle, with the national colours, shall 
fly from steeple to steeple,even to the tow- 
ers of NotreDame. Then you will be able 
to shew your scars with honour ; then you 
will be able to glory in what you have 
done ; you will be the deliverers of the 
country. In your old age, surrounded 
and esteemed by your fellow-citizens, they 
will bear yo(u with respect while you re- 
count your high deeds; you will be able 
to say with pride: — "And I, too, was part 
of that grand army, which entered twice 
the walls of Vienna, those of Rome; of 
Madrid, of Moscow; and which deliver- 
ed Paris from the foul plot which trea-' 
son* and the presence of the enemy, im- 
printed on it." Ilououred be those brave 
soldiers, the glory of the country; and 
eternal shame to those guilty Frenchmen, 
in whatever rank fortune caused them to 
be born, who fought for 25 years with 
the foreigner, to tear the bosom of the : 
country. By the Emperor, 



(Signed) 



Napoleon. 



The Grand Marshal performing the fums 

^ tious of Major* General of the Grand 

Army. * Bketrand. 



Declaration of His Majesty the Emperor 
tf/tke French, to the French, and par- 
Ocularly to the Parisians. • 

After an abdication, the circumstances 
of which you are acquainted with; after 
a Treaty, all the articles of which have 
been violated ; after having seen nj# re. 
treat penetrated by numerous a^aassins* 
all sent by thcBourbons ; after having seen 
the French Ministers intriguing at Vien- 
na, to wrest from me the asylum to which 
I was reduced, and to take from my wife 
and son the States which had been gua- 
ranteed to them ; from that son, whose 
birth inspired; you with so lively a joy, 
and who ought to have been to all' the 
Sovereigns a sacred pledge. AH these 
attempts made in violation of plighted 
faith, have restored me to my throne and 
my liberty. Frenchmen ! soon I shall be 
in my Capital. 1 come surrounded by 
my brave brethren in arms— -after having 
delivered our Provinces of the South, and 
aiy good city of Lyons from the reign of 
^fanaticism, which is-that of the Bourbons. 



3?7] 



- MARCH 2», 1815.- Eramtu Petkins. 



fa;* 



Fifteen days have sufficed me to unite 
these faithful warriors, the . honour o\ 
France : and before the 30th of this 
month, your happy Emperor, the Sove- 
reign of your choice, will put to flight 
those slothful Princes who wish to render 
you tributary to foreigners, and the con- 
tempt of Europe. France sl.>ll still be 
tile happiest country in the world. The 
French shall still be the Great Nation- - 
Paris shall again become ll»e Queen of 
Cities, as well as the seat of sciences and 
the arts. Iu conceit with you I will 
take measures, in order that the State 
may be governed constitutionally, aud 
that a wise liberty may never degenerate 
into licentiousness, I will mitigate, to 
the satisfaction of all, those imposts be- 
come odious, which the Bourbons gave 
you their priucely word, they would 
abolish under the title of Droits Ratfiis, 
and which they have re-established under 
the title of indirect impositions. Pro- 
t perty bball be without distinction re- 
spected and sacred, as. well as individual 
liberty. The general tranquillity shall 
be constantly the object of my efforts; 
' commerce ; our flourishing manufac- 
tures; anj agriculture, which under my 
rei§n,at(ub*ed so high a prosperity, shah 4 
•be relieved from the enormous iaiposts 
with which an ephemeral Government 
' have burdened them. Every thing shall 
be restored to order ; and the dissipation 
, of the Fiaauces of the Stale to gratify 
the luxury of the Court, shall be imme- 
diately redressed. No vengeance. — It h 
lir from my heart; the Bourbons have 
.set a price on my head, and I pardon 
' them. If they fall into my power, I will 
' protect them ; I will deliver them to their 
, Allies, ii they wish it, or to that foreign 
^ country where their Chief has already 
.reigned niueteen years, and where lie 
may continue lib glorious reign. To 
this ray vengeance is limited. L : e calm, 
^ Parisians ;, and you, National Guards 
o£ that noble City — you who have al- 
ready rendered such great services — 
4 you whxv but for treason, would have 
., been enabled to defend it for some hours 
1 mg«r,against those Allies who were read v 
' t > fly from France. Continue to protect 
property and civil liberty ; then you will 
' iuve^ deserved well of your Country and 
. of your Emperoi. — From my Imperial 
,. General Head -quarters, Boorgoim/, 
"March 8, 1815. (Signed) 

; \ NAPOLEON: 



Countersigned, The General of Division 
BERTRAND, Grand Marshal of the 
Palace, exercising the functions of Secre- 
tary of State. 



Mr. Cobbktt— I have observed for 
some time past a series of letters in your 
Journal on Religious Persecution, by a 
person signing himself Erasmus Per- 
kins, who>e writings I consider parti- 
cnJarly dangerous. I have no fault to 
find wilh his arguments agaiust pecaecu- 
tion, because I deem it perfectly incon- 
sistent witli the genu'ne spirit of Chris- 
tianity; nor do I object to the various 
illustration* he has brought forward hi 
support of his favourite positions ,• but I 
think his articles have a. mischievous 
tendency, inasmuch as they are tinctured 
with vl prof i men of religion, when they 
are evidently aimed at the very founda- 
tion of it. This writer stands behind 
the bastions of the Church,- and -is at 
the same time discharging his artillery 
against her, by artfully directing your 
readers to the perusal of almost every 
sceptical writer who has flourished sine'e 
the birth of our Saviour. The principal 
m-sonof my trDubim^ouwkhthi^igytlMa 
1 have lately bieu a new monthly maga- 
zine advertised, in most of the Country 
papers, under the fitie of, "The Theo- 
logical' lNrjuiRr.il/' and purport- 
ing to be conducted by a person of 
the same name as your hypociitical cor- 
respondent ; a circumstance that has 
deterred fne from becoming a subscriber, 
as I could not form a hi^b opinion of a 
Religious Journal under the controul cf 
such a man as Erapmzs Perkins, who 
appears, if I may judge from thegeneial 
tenor of his letters, to be a decided i-ne.i.y 
to revealed religion, notwithstanding he 
so often makes u>e of the phrase, tl 07(r 
" koljri.l}gicn."~\ shall feel myself par- 
ticularly oMi'.ged, if any «f your Vendor* 
will pive rae correct information en tye 
subject;" or if they ir.e igiioraut of tlie 
ider.lhy of the persons, they, may per- 
haps* be able to acquaint me, thxough tf;e 
medium of your Register, with the com- 
plexion of the work, .which will, of course, 
guide me in forming a judgment as to 
how far it is worthy my support. 

lam, &c. 

Vehax. 
Shtfitld, 3{arck p 20lh t 13lfooQle 
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The Fair Sex. 

$ir, — Your zealous endeavours to pre- 
vent the few from oppressing the many, 
embolden mc to apply to you on the pre- 
sent occasion ; and however your atten- 
tion may be occupied by weightier mat- 
ters, I flatter myself you will not refuse 
a small portion of your paper, to my 
remarks. — Whether the means adopted 
by Government for the last few years, 
have been beneficial or injurious to the 
country, 1 will not pretend to determine. 
Certain it is, that money must be raised 
for the exigencies of the state ; and Mr. 
Vansittart has considered that men free 
from the expenses attendant upon a fa- 
mily, can best afford to contribute to this 
purpose. — Is this a sufficient cause for the 
sarcasms now directed against women ?— 
Their foibles are exposed and ridiculed, 
and their respectability lessened, by at* 
tacks, which, but for their frequency 
would be undeserving of notice. — That 
state of life which enables us to confer, 
as well as to receive happiness, will na- 
turally be preferred to one of unsocial, 
though tranquil satisfaction. Nor need 
the avowal of this preference, raise a 
blush on auy check.-Yetam 1 persuaded, 
from my own experience, that two thirds 
of those distinguished by the appellation 
of old maid*, o^e it to their filial duty, 
to tlicir prudence, «r to their rectitude of 
principle. — Bachelors, when they ex- 
claim agaiust the present tax, forget that 
they do not, like the Father of a family, 
present to their country a numerous and 
active race, to adorn and to defend it ; 
nor do they, like women, add to the 
sum of domestic happiness, by those at- 
tentions which soothe the wretched, and 
assist the helpless. Let them then re- 
joice at the opportunity now afforded 
them of proving their patriotism; and 
let not those, at least, among them, who 
have a mother or a sister to respect, in- 
sult that sex by whom they are succoured 
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in their infancy, solaced in the bu*y prime* 
of life, and soothed in their declining 
years. 

Tuesday, March, 21st. 1815. 

"i | ,',)" i,| "i ," ■ i ■ ■« . 

REFORM, WAR AND TAXES, 

Mr. Combtt.— Nothing *an be store 
serviceable to the cause of Reform, th)n 
the patting of the Corn BHi, through the 
House of Commons. The direct oppo- 
sition which innumerable petitions have 
received canuot fail to impress the mind* ' 
of the people with the necessity of radical 
alterations m the constitution of tfie 
Commons' House of Parliament The 
people can never forget it. And in all 
the county meetings, when speaking of 
reform, (and every political and religions 
evil relates to it) we must n«ver forget 
to produce this fact, in order to shew to 
the people, the importance of a true re- 
presentation, annually assembled. <It 
will be a plain and irresistible argument, 
which the public will easily understand, 
and acknowledge. Whenever I think 
about reform, and constitution, and li- 
berty, 1 cannot help thinking about 
America. This is the land of freedom, 
not false adulterate freedom, but freedom 
in the genuine sense of the word, civil 
and religious; and it is to America we 
must look for the model of a good, free 
and cheap government. -With what 
scorn and contempt did we speak of this 
noble republic, but a very little time ago, 
and now thb same contemptible republic,, 
victorious by land and sea, stands npea 
a prouder eminence than 7 aH the other 
nations of the world put together!— 
What a pity it is, that we shonld have 
thus exposed ourselves to the ridicule of 
all the world.— Whigs and Tories, ell 
were for tfie American war, tho* ob- 
viously one of the most unjust that this 
country ever entered into. The treat j 
is ratified ; the war itself is ever, but the 
effects of this war, are not -over, and w|u 
never be over, as long as the world but* I 
There is no event of so much const- . 
qnenct to our country. I think America; 
will henceforth be the arbiter of all 
other nations. All other nations must 
keep their eyes upon America ; v and all 
. the lovers of freedom must remember 
\ tne republic. Xon are the only pubis* 
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writer mtm hat taken a just and mas- 
terly riew of this subject ; and you were 
perfectly right iu following your own 
judgment, and in not taking the advice 
of those who wrote to you to desist. 
The government and people of this coun- 
try are not yet aware of the consequences 
vfthb war against freemen; and Napo- 
tmft return is calculated to absoxb all 
attention for the present. If war should 
be revived against France, wiUr/the f>eo- 
pte of England be ready to petition 
against it as they did against the Pro- 
perty Tax, which tax was only the effect 
4 the war 1 A short time will determine 
I and many other questions. Let the 
fgMtV renember that the war is the cause 
oftEe taxes ; that if the war is renewed, 
taxes must be collected; the debt will 
mctease every day, and fresh taxes must 
be levied to meet the increasing interest 
of the debt It is foolish and absurd to 
petition against taxes, and not to peti- 
ttap against tbe cause of the taxes. 

Yoor's &c. G.. G. Fordham. 

Sanion, Marc/LZOth, 1815. 

~ ; JhiEiiCAN Documents- 

Treaty of Peace between Ms Britannic 
Majesty and the United States of 
Amerisa: 

(€entinm*dfrom PageZto.) 

through the middle of said lake until it arr'ves at 
the water oomaftnication into the* 4 Lake Huron, 
ffcrace through the Middle of said lake to the 
water communication between that Jake and lake 
Superior," And whetcas doubts have ari^e*. what 
was the middle of said river, lakes, and water 
coSMDvnldatkMis. and Whether cettam islands lying 
ia i be sane were within the dominions ot' his liii- 
tanoic Majesty of of the Cntted Stales : In order, 
therefore, Imally to decide these doubts, they shall 
ee referred to two Commissioners, to be appointed, 
sworn and autltorisod to act exactly in the manner di- 
rected, with respect to those mentioned m the next 
preceding article, unless otherwise speciiied in tlii^ 
present article The said Commissioners shall 
smvintbc*r»t instance, ot Albany, in the state of 
NeW York, awl ahajl hare power to adjourn 
IpaocU other place or places as they shall think £t : 
The said Commissioners shall, by a report, or decla- 
ration, under their hands and seals, designate the 
aweary tfcroogh the «aid river, lakes, and water. 
aromahieatWos, and decide to which of the two 



contracting parties the several Islands lying witluo 
the said river, lakes, and water communications 
do respectively belong, in conformity with Am true 
intent of the said treaty ot 179$. And both par- 
ties agree to consider such designation and decision 
as final and conclusive. And in the event of the 
said two Comuiisuonera differing, or both, or 
either of them, refusing, declining, or wilfully 
omitting to act, such reports, declarations or state- 
ments, shaH be made by them, or either at them, 
and such reference to a friendly sovereign or siatt 
shall be made in aU respect* as in the latter part 
of the 4th article is contained, and in u isll a 
manner as if the same wai herein repeated. 

Art. 7. It is further agreed that the said two 
last-mentioned Commissioners, alter tncy shall 
have executed the duties assigned to tltrai iu the 
preceding article, shall be, and they ure hcnlw 
authorised, upon their oaths impartially to fi* and 
deicrmine according*^ the true intent of the said 
Treaty of Pence, of 1785, that port ot the boun- 
dary between the dominions of the two powers 
which ezteuds from the water communication be- 
tween lake Huron and lake Superior, to I ha moat 
northwestern point of the lake of the Woods, to 
decide to which of the two parties the several 
islands lying iu the lakes, water rommurJcationa, 
and rivers, forming the said boundary, do respec- 
tively belong, in conformity with ihe true mum 
of the said treaty o7 pence; "of 1?83, and lo 
cause such parts of the said boundary, as require it, 
to be surveyed and markod. Tlie sai4 Commission- 
ers shall, by a report or declaration under thejr 
hands and seals, designate l he boundary aforesaid, 
state their decision on the points thus referred to 
them, and particularize the latitude and longitude 
oft ho most nortb-western point ol the lake of the 
Woods, and of such other parts of the said boun- 
dary as they may deem proper. Aud both parries 
agree to consider such designation and decision 9S 
final and conclusive. Aud. in the event of the 
said two Commissioners differing, or boil), or either 
of them refusing, declining, or wilfully omitting 
to act, auch reports, declaration*, or statement* 
shall be made by them, or either of litem, and 
such rcfereace to a friendly soverei^u or state, 
shall be made in all respects as in the Jailer p,.rt 
of the fourth article' is contained, and iu as Jull 
a manner ai if the same was herein repeated. 

Art. 8. The several boards of twu Commission- 
ers mentioned in the four preceding art ides, shall 
respectively have power to appoint a secretary, 
and to employ such surveyors or other persons as 
they shall jud^e necessary. Duplicates of all their 
respective reports, declarations, statements and 
decisions, and of their accounts, .and of the jour- 
nals of their proceedings, ..shall be delivered by 

them to the agents of his Itritaanic Majesty 

igitized by * 
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to the egents of the United ftatea, who may b< 
Respectively appointed and authorised to manage 
the bnsinPsH on behalf of thrir iespeefive govern- 
ments. The said Corurhiss'owTH shall be respectively 
'paid in such manner a* shall Im» agreed between the 
'two crtni.*Hcttn<{ parties anch agreement being to 
tie aeMteri a 1 ' the time of the exchange of the ratifi 
CHtion* of this frenzy. And all other expenses *'- 
tending the sail Commissioners shall' be defriv^d 
equally by thi» ttfo parlies. And in ca*e of death, 
Yicfcue<s, resignation, or necessary absence, the 
jlWe of every such Commissioner respectively 
'shall be supplied in the same manner u« «uch Com- 
missioner wa< appointed, and the new Commissioner 
shall lake the same oaih or affirmation, and do the 
same dutiet. It is further agreed between the 
two con'racfing parlies, that in, ease any of the 
i lands m^-.iinned in anv of the preceding articles, 
which were in the p'>*se«*siop of one of the paities 
prior to the commencement of the present war 
" between the two countries,, should, by the decision 
of any of ihe Boards of Commissioners aforesaid, 
" or of Ihe sovereign or state so referred to, as in the 
four next preceding artirle* contained, fall within 
the dominions of ihe other party, all grant** of 
land made previous to the commencement of the 
war, by the party having had such pog^esuon, 
sliaH be as valid as if such island or islands, had 
b} f such decision or deci»ions, been adjudged to be 
vithin the dominions of the party having had such 

pOSSO#sion. 

Art. 9. The United States of America engage 
to put an end immediately after- the ratification of* 
the present treaty to hostilities with all the tribes 
' or nations of Indians, with whom they may be 
' vt war at the time of such ratification ; and forth- 
with to Irs! ore to such tribes or nations, respectively, 
" nil tlic possessions, rights and privileges, wfiich 
"they may have enjoyed or been entitled to in 1811, 
' previous to such ho-iilitjes; provided always, that 
.-nch tribes or iihiioiis shnll a«ree to desist from 
ftM hostilities, against Ihe United States of Ame- 
'fici», their citizens and subjects, upon the ratifi- 
cation of the present treaty being notified lo such 
tribes or nations, and shall so desist accordingly. 
And his Britannic Majesty engages, on his part, to 
put an end immediately alter the ratification of 
the present treaty, to hostilities %vith all the tribes 
or nations of Indians with whom he may be at 
var at the time of such ratification, and forthwith 
to restore to such tribes or nations, respectively, 
aU the possessions, rights, and privileges, which 
lhey may have enjoyed or been entitled to, in lOtl, 
previous to such hostilities; provided always, that 



such -tribes or nation* shall agree to desist from all 
losttthies against his Britannic Miycstv, emr* hit 
'objects, upon ihe ratification of the present treaty 
oeing notified to such tribe* or nations, anushaUso 
desist accordingly. 

Art. 10. Whereas the traffic in slaves is irre* 
concileabte with the principles of fitma.itry an4 
justice, and whereas both lib Majesty and tli« 
United States are desirous » of coutimriiut th-ir ef- 
torts to promute iu entire abolition, it is hereby 
agreed that both the contracting parries shall ttso 
their bast eadeavoors to.atxomplniu so desirable 
an object. 

An. 11. Thb treaty, when the same shall h«v» 
been ratified on both sides, wiuwut hlten»iio« 
by either of the contracting parries, and the rai^ 
ficatioos mutually exchanged, shall be binding 
on both parties; and tte* ratififications -iiail, 
be exchanged at Washington, in tue space ot tout 
months from this day, or sooner it practicable. 

lu faith whereof, we the respective Plenipotrn* 
tiaries have signed this treaty, and .nave titerarao 
affixed our seals. 

Doue in triplicate, at Gheut, the *4tli day «f 
December, 1814. 

(L. S.) Gambiio, (L. S.) Htwmv Qovvwkv. 
(L.S.) Wiiiiam Aoams,(US.) Jomn Quixcy 
Ad*ms, <LS) J A. BsYAnn. H. Clav*{I*&) 
JoNA.KustiLt, (L. $) Albert Gall Aim. 

Now, therefore, to the end that the said 
treaty of peace and amity may be ob- 
served, with good faith on the part of 
the United States, i, James Madison, 
president as aforesaid, have caused the 
premises to be made 'public; and I. do 
hereby enjoin ail persons bearing office, 
civil or military, within the United States, 
and all others, cititens or inhabitants 
thereof, or being within the same, fait fi- 
fully to observe and fulfil the said treaty, 
and every clause and article thereof,— In 
testimony whereof; i hare caused the 
seal of the Uuited States to be affixec! 
to these presents, and signed the same 
with my hand. Done at the Citv of 
Washington, this eighteenth day of* Fe- 
bruary, in the year of our Lord one thou- 
sand eight hundred and fifteen, and o/ 
the sovereignty and independence of the 
United States ihe thirty-ninth. 

James Madison, - 
By the Prcsideut, 

JambsMunro, ActingSecretaryofStete, 
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PEACE! PEACE! 



To LOKD CaST£KREAGH. 

Mt Lord, 

Tbe grand event, which has just taken 
pbcein France, and which is so well cal- 
culated to convince all mankind of the 
folly as well, as the injustice, of using fo- 
reign force for the purpose of dictating 
to a great nation who they shall have 
for their rulers, or what shall be the form 
of their Government; this grand event, 
instead of producing such conviction in 
the winds of those per sous connected 
*itb the London Newspapers, Maga- 
zines and Reviews, **ho are called Cos- 
wrk vriitrs ; so far from producing such 
conviction in their mind*; this grand 
event seems to have made them more 
eap,er thau ever for interference in the 
domestic affairs of France ; and, while 
tbe cries of our countrymen at New Or- 
leans are yet vibrating oo our cars, these 
men are eudeavouring to urge you and 
yourcolleagues on to tbe sending of thou 
frauds upou thousands more fof our men, 
wl to exj>end hundreds of millions more 
of our money, in order to overset aGo- 
vernment which tbe French nation love, 
and to compel them to submit lo one 
v* liich they hate, or, at least, despise, 
lV'»m the bottom of their hearts, and with 
au unanimity absolutely unparalleled. 

My Lord, if my advice had been fol- 
lowed, v f «- should have had no American 
Wait; the 20 or $0,000 men and the 60 
*.*• GO millions of money, which that nn- 
{••rtunate war has cost us, and which 
hfive only, as it turns out, created an 
American Navy, and exalted the Repub- 
lic swongst the nations of the world, 
would all have been saved. The literary 
< o*sacks of London, were, I verily be- 
lieve, tbe chief cause of that war. They 
urged you a^id your colleagues on to the 
*t*trnction of the American FORM OF 
GOVERNMENT. Napoleon being, as 
they thought, down, never to rise again, 
Uiev, urged you to make war, till you> feud 



put down James Madison, and " DELI* 
VERED THE WORLD of the exis- 
tence of that EXAMPLE of the success 
of DEMOCRATIC REBELLION." " A* 
peace with Madison," was their cry. 
Kill ! kill ! keep kilting, till he is put down, 
in like manner as Napoleon is put down t 
This was their incessant cry. And* in 
a short time after Napoleon was exiled 
to the Isle of Elba, these literary Cossacks 
published a paragraph, which they in- 
serted in the report of the debates in the 
House of Commons, as the report of the 
speech of Sir Joseph Yorkb, then 
and now one of the Lords of the Admi 
ralty, in the following words; to wit.— 
" Sir J. Yorkb observed, that although 
" one great enemy of this country, Bona- 
" parte, had been deposed, there was 
" another gentleman whose DEPOSIT!* 
" ON was also necessary to our interest ; 
" he meaut Mr. President Madison; 
" and with a view to THAT DEPOS1- 
" TION, a considerable naval force must 
" be kept up, especially in the Atlantic. 
" But as to his honorable friend's opini* 
" on respecting the reduction of tbe 
" Navy, he wished it to be considered 
" that a number of shipping were em- 
*' ployed iu conveying French prisoners 
" to France, and bringing home our own 
" countrymen. So much for the otcu- 
" put ion of our navy on the home stati- 
« on . — But from the Mediterranean for in* 
" stance, several three dickers were or- 
" dered home, and he could swear that 
•' no practical exertion would be remitted 
" to reduce the expence of our Naval 
" Department." 

With what shame ! with what sorrow, 
would these writers, if tbey had not lost 
all sense of shame, and all feeling for their 
country, now look back on their conduct 
at the time to which 1 am referring! In- 
stead, however, of feeling shame for that 
couduct, they are now acting the same 
part over again; tbey are now reviving all 
their old calumnies against the Emperor 
Napoleon ; they are abusing the Freneh 
army and the Frencn people ; they are} 
bestowing on them appellation! almost 
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focr infamous to be repeated; and they \ pentine River, the crawling worshipper* 

are calling upon you and your colleague- 

to make a war ef ex terminal ion upon ttur 

people? unless they will receive and adopi 

the ruler and the Government appointed, 

of pointed out, by England. These men 

called Mr. Madison a TRAITOR and 

* REBEL ; and thev are now calling Na- 
poleon a TRAITOR and a REBEL. 

They 1 called' the Americans slaves, vil- 
lains,' thieves; and< these appellations 

with many others^ nof eNcepting cowards, 

they are now v bestowing on the French 
people." They now see that you and 
your colleagues' have found it necessary 
pt make a treaty of peace and amity with 
Mr. Madison, whom" they called a traitor 
and a rebel ; but,"* these men- are of that 
description of fools* to whom* experience 
cannot teach wisdom,* and tbey are now 
repeating their cry, no peace with' Napo- 
leon: no peace till the Bourbons* are 
again on the throne of France; war with 
the French until they adopt a ruler, in 
whom ire have confidence. 

There is something so unjust in this 
proposition: something so savage in the 
Very idea of making war for such a pur- 
pose : something so arrogant, so impu- 
dent/so insolent, that, were it not far 
the impotence of the persons u ho make it, 
it could not fail to fill every Frenchman's 



of Whiskers and of Jack-loots: I am aware, 
my Lord, how difficult it must be for 
4 hese persons, comprising no very smaH 
oart of those who call themselves the 
UPPER ORDERS, now to lock each 
other in the face. lam weii aware of the 
fire that must burn in their bosoms, and 
I pity them accordingly. I am aware* 
too, of the situation of those public men, 
who, since the exile of Napoleon, have 
expressed " their m>f*w, that those great 
" statesmen, Burke, Pitt, and Perceval, 
" were net alive to witness, and to par- 
" ticipate in the general joy at the /r*- 
" umph of their principles." I am aware 
of the situation of tho. e (amongst whom 
is the Chancellor of the Exchequer) 
who have so recently eulogized the In* 
come, or Property Tax, upon the ground 
of the complete triumph which it bad 
enabled us to obtain over Napoleon, and 
of the fair prospect which it had giveq 
us of a long and prosperous peace. I am, 
above all, aware of the feelings of your- 
self, my Lord, who have acted so high a, 
part in the exiling of Napoleon, who 
have- been so iotidfc cheered on that ac- 
count; who, after ' detailing rhe gram) 
views and proceedings of the different 
powers at the Congress of Vienna, told 
the House of Commons, on MONDAY, 



breast with* indignation inexpressible. | the 20ilr of this month of March, that 
Nevertheless, having seen the effect of — --—*. --=j •*• • • 

the writing* of these men as to the Ame- 
rican War; having seen how completely 
they succeeded in pausing the people of 
England to believe, that itwasjuhtand 
wisctp make war for- the purpose of 
deposing Mr. Madison, there ir> reason 
to fear, that their present labours will 
not be wholly ineffectual : that, indeed, 
jt is' possible, ; that they may u#aiu suc- 
ceed' in their "mischievous objects: and, 
therefore, I shall endcavom* to' shew, 



our great and- enormous sacrifices had 
purchased a fair prospect of bappy tran* 
quillity for us and tor Europe, for twenty 
vcars to come: and whb learnt, on the 
NEXT WEDNESDAY, that Napoleon 
was again at the head of the French na- 
tion, Lovis le Desire* havings already 
reached Abbeville- on * his way. out of 
France ! I am well aware of the existence 
and of the powerful effect' of. aH'. these 
feelings : but, si ill I do not abandon the 
hope^ that the disappointment^ the mor- 



that-the war, whicb they, recemmend, 1 titication, the shame, the blind rage of 



wou}d be^ unjust and- hateful in its- ob 
jects, and; in its consequences, likely to 
be fatal Jo our country/ 
- 1 anT aware, my Lord, of the morti- 
fication which is now felt in England : 1 
am aware of the acutenessof ihe sting : 
I see how diracult it must 1 




the herd of Napoleon's haters will not li- 
able to ^induce you and your colleagues 
to listen to the dictates of pawicn in- 
stead of tho.e of uason, and to plunge 
your country wto a new and fatal war.. 

'Itieie are too objects very distinct, for. 

winch'- the literary Cc-ssacks are calling 

for war: thejfntf is, to put down and 

white cockades, the roasters of | destroy Napoleon anji to compel the 

saluters. (female as well; as French people to submit to the l*om> 

bons: the second is, to secure Belgium to 
the new king' of th£ Netherlands, who, 
only ou the 16th! o^tiife present mouth, 
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tf JBliicfur" and the " Gallant 
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took upon himself, formally, the . sove- 
reignty of the Belgian provinces. I an- 
against war /or either of these objects. 
I think, that, for neither of them, nor ior 
both together, we ought to go to war ; 
and, I now .proceed to state the reasons 
upon which that opinion is founded. 

As to the^rtf of these proposed ob- 
jects of war, the case is this. For more 
than a century, the French people had 
been objects of contempt with the people 
of England, because the former patiently 
submitted to arbitrary aud oppressive 
government, ecclesiastical as well as civil. 
1 appeal, not to our songs aud theatrical 
pieces (though no bad criterion), uor to 
our paintings and prints ; but, to the 
most approved historical, political, and 
moral writings in our language, and to 
the speeches in both Houses of Parlia- 
ment. 1 appeal to these for proof oi 
the fact ; that, up to the year 1739, the 
English nation held the Freuch nation in 
contempt on account of their patient sub- 
mission to an arbitrary kiug, who could 
impriaon or exile any of them at pleasure, 
and to a cormorant priesthood, who, in 
a great degree, devoured the fruit of men's 
labour, in short, it is notorious, that, 
previous to the year 1739, Frenchman 
and Slave and even Coward were, in the 
ninds of Englishmen, almost synonymous 
Urms. In 1739, the French nation began 
to make a change, or revolution, in tu*ir 
Government, aud expressed their deter- 
mination to have perfect freedom. Be- 
tween the beginning of this \car und the 
summer of 1791, many schemes of Go- 
vernment were proposed : aud, at last, 
one wa» agreed on and formally accepted 
by the king. But, in spite of the king's 
acceptance, his Brothers, Louis le 
Desire, and the Comte d'Artois, together 
with the othei Princes of the family ,went 
out of France, and, from place* on the 
borders of that kingdom, issued tltelr 
protests against the Kiug's acceptance ot 
the Constitution. In these protests tbey 
declared tljeir resolution to overset the 
constitution by force of arms if they 
could, and if force should be necessary. 
At length, iu 1792, the Emperor of Ger- 
inauy and the King of Prussia marched 
an army iuto France, under the late Duke 
of Brunswick, who issued a proclamation, 
stating it to be his intention to '* restort 
* c the King of France to his IcgilimaU 
•' potcer," and threatening to inflict on 
the people the most terrible puuishment* if 



they opposed him. Tin's step -enraged the. 
.people; the\ soon after put the king and' 
jiieen to death, Tbey marched against 
the Duke of Brunswick and hisGermans; 
heat them, and began that series of con- 
quests, which have made France so 
famous and so much feared in the world, 
It is well known, that divers changes in, 
the internal government of France had 
takeu place previously to the time when 
Napoleon was proclaimed Emperor of 
that country. It is also well known, that 
he was exiled in April 1814; and, that, 
while the Capital of France was occupied 
by an army of Austrians, Prussians and 
Russians, subsidized by us, tae eldest 
brother of the late king of 1 ranee was 
brought to Paris from England, put 
upon the throne, aud made ruler of 
France instead of Napoleon. 

Now, then, my lord, let us take a vievf 
of ( ur conduct, through this series of 
years, as tar as relates to the internal 
government of France. At the out-set, 
the French expected us to be the first 
people on earth to congratulate them 
on their newly-acquired freedom, auoj 
the very last in the world to find fault 
with them for over-stepping the real 
bounds of liberty. They soon found 
their mistake; for, Mr. Burke, whose 
profound wisdom the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer has, within a few weeks, so 
highly extolled, attacked the French peo- 
ple, in speeches in Parliament ana in 
pamphlets, so early as 1791, two year* 
before the king was put to death. Mr. 
Burke called upon Euglaud and all 
other powers of Europe to make war 
upon the French people; and, Mr. Burke, 
soon after this, had a pension granted 
him of 3,000 pounds sterling a year. 

When France was invaded in 1792* 
and a great emigration took place from, 
that country, the emigrant nobles ano^ 
priests were received in no country with) 
so much kindness as in England: and, it 
is notorious, that we paid them pension* 
from that time to the, time of their death, 
or their return last year. It is equally 
notorious, that we have employed many 
of these emigrants, as officers, or sol- 
diers, in our wars against France. 

When we begau our first ^ar,inl793,we 
professed to have no d<sire to interfere ia 
the internal government of France. We ' 
complained of her disorganizing princi- * 
pies, which, we said, threatened the 
. overthrow • of ait regular government*l 
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and, that, therefore, our war against her 
teas a war of self-defence. Of lale years, 
our tone has been wholly changed. We 
no longer talk of the disorganizing prin- 
ciples of the French. On the contrary, 
we have, of late years, represented thera 
as living under a most horrible despotism. 
We have been constantly talking of the 
iron sceptre of Napoleon, and pitying 
the poor wretches who lived under it. 
It was not against the French people, 
we said, that vie were making war: but 
against the " tyrant r " as we called him, 
who had loaded them with chains, and 
to free the poor creatures from which 
chains was one of the benign objects 
for which we and our allies, the Russians 
mud Germans marched into France. 

How* stands the case, then? Up to the 
year 1788 inclusive we despise the peo- 
ple of France, because they are states, 
under the reign of the Bourbons. When 
they throw off the authority of the Bour- 
bons, we call them anarchists and rebels. 
When they choose an Emperor, we 
again call diem slates: and when we 
succeed at last by the aid of an immense 
army of Russians and Germans, in pat- 
ting the Boorhous on the throu* a^ain, 
we sfcy, that we liave restored them to 
liberty.' Now, my Lord, if 1 were to 
grant this latter assertion to be true, 1 
sfiortld not he less disposed to object to 
a war for the second restoration of the 
"Pourbons: because the French people 
themselves i>re the best judges of the 
sort of ruler that they shall have, and 
because it is now impossible to deny, 
that their choice is in favour of 
Napoleon. 

If, indeed, Napoleon had landed with 
a numerous aimy: if, by any exhaor- 
riinary means, a conshleiablearmy had 
been prepared to join hinr on hi* hurtl- 
ing : if there bad exited air inswrrec- 
lion in the country previous to, cr oil 
his landing: in either of the<e ca-es, 
there iriMiit have been doubt with 
regard to the ike sentiments of the peo- 
ple; hut; the country is perfectly quiet; 
no rising, no disturbances, any where ; 
the whole country is in the haii(i» of 
Louis's off.cers, chil and mititaiy; aiut 
Napoleon iaiids and rides on to the Capi- * 
tal, not only without cu arwy 9 b'nt iff as 
defenceless a condition as if he fu«.d been 
a private gentleman coming home loins 
estate, lor eleven long jears vie repre 
sent him as hated and detested by the 



people of France, whom ye represent ar 
sutiering' all serfs of oppression under 
him: We represent the conscripts drag- 
ged in chains to his armies J we represent 
the land 4 as become fruitless for the 
want of tillage; vie represent the discon- 
solate fathers and mothers rending the 
skies with execration on the murderer of 
their beloved children ; we represent the 
country as being* full of Ba stiles and these 
filled with prisoners like the dungeous of 
the Inquisition. * These representations 
the far greater part of the people of Eng- 
land really believe ; and they rejoice at 
his fall and his exile. Well, h toild 
exili ! It is done/ He U exiled. The 
Bourbons arc restored. ' tVe are ran medi- 
ately told, that all France is happy; that 
the government of Lctfis hr Dcsiri is a 
" patt rnal " government ; that 4a W; religi- 
on, liberty and happiness are restored to a- 
people, so long oppressed. The Bourbon* 
have the government in thei^'hands* fat' 
a year; they pass laws, make a hew con- 
stitution, grant rewards, appoint officers** 
reorganise the army, garrison all the? 
towns, have all the treasure and all th«' 
pewer of that vast and popolous country^ 
rntheir hands; and* at theend of the year 
Napoleon lands With eleven hundred ruen r , 
(he people flock around him in every di* 
rection, he proceeds along the great road 
500 miles fro or Cannes to Paris, and 
though proclamations, deereesand orders, 
and promises of immense rewards are 
poured forth against his- life, not a single 
man does all France contain to hold up 
a hand against him ! and, amidst the ac- 
clamations of million*, becomes, without 
a sword to protect him, to resume Ms 
authority! Ah! my Lord, feel as me will? 
say what we will, this r$ the- grand- 
est, the most magnificent spectacle, that 
ever presented it serf for the contempla- 
tion of the human 'minx!. 

Of all the triumphs that TltUTIf ever 
obtained, this is the most signal. For 
eleven \cars almost ail the presses of 
Englanrf, and, inucei.', of the greater part 
<>f i.urope; half the presses ot America * 
the makers of harangues; the political 
preachers, were at work to cause it Ur 
be believed, that Napoleon was the crud- 
est tjnttit that ever blackened the na^e. 
of hutory; and, since his fail, the calum- 
nies which hav* l-.een poi.n d out ou hint 
hy the presses and the t\ eednuaVer* of 
Ln^land, Ceinian*; and 1 ranee, exceed^ 
perhaps, ati-thut were erer uttered before 
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iince the art'of printing- was discovered. 1 
The pencil has been brought into the aid 
of the pen, in order that those who could 
neither read nor hear, might imbibe 
against him hatred through their eyes. 
And, as if the exertions of the French 
partisans of the Bourbons were insufficient 
in that country, it has been inundated 
with Englishmen and English women, 
who looked upon it as a duty to their na- 
tive land to aid to the promulgation of 
these calumnies. Yet, such had been 
liis conduct towards the people of France, 
that he had only to present himself 
to their eyes to blow all these calumnies 
to the winds. To give to him and to 
TRUTH tins triumph, there were want- 
ed his exile and his return. Had these 
not taken place, the deep impressions of 
-falsehood would never have been remov- 
ed. Until now, it has been deemed, in 
Englaud, almost a crime to express a 
doubt of his having been a monster of 
tyranny, held iu the utmost abhorrence 
by the** people of France. Did TRUTH 
ever before gain isuch a triumph ! 

These eveats will soften, if not wholly 
do away, the enmity of only fair enemies, 
the Republicans of f ranee. For it can- 
not now be pretended, that he does not 
reign by virtue of the peoples' consent 
and choice, signified in the freest and 
most unequivocal manner. The light, in 
which he now stands, is very different 
indeed from that in which he stood be- 
fore. He was chosen Emperor ; but the 
choice was made, it was said, by persons 
appointed by himself: that he had all 
the power and all the treasure of the 
country in his hands at the time; *ud, in 
short, that his election was like some other 
elections, the character of which are too 
tender to he touched by a pen bo rude as 
mine. This was what was said before; 
and this cannot be said now: for, if he 
i>e not now fairly . chosen by the people of 
France, never was man fairly chosen in 
this world. In his proclamations he rests 
his authority upon .the will, the choice of 
the people; he says he owes, and will 
owe, that authority aud his rank to them 
and to them only. The Republicans, 
therefore, cannot now have the Mine ob- 
jections to him which they had .before. 
.Besides, as I Jiave more than once obser- 
ved, his government, though the Chief he 
am Emperor, is -essentially Republican. 
J?o titles bit such as Are the reward of 
. services and talents j no ^hereditary ma- 



gistracy ; no .dominant church ; no feudal 
tenures; no privileged orders ; one Coda 
civil and criminal, to which all men are 
alike subject ; no borough elections. In 
short, France has a republican govern- 
ment with a Chief called an Emperor. 
And, though that government is not yet* 
and never may be, precisely what it might 
be wished, it is likely to come as hear to 
the standard of liberty as the character 
and genius of the French people, and 
the state of Society in France will 
permit. This is, at least, my hope : and, 
if I am not disappointed, is there any one 
who will say, that the late event is not to 
be hailed with joy? However stiff the 
republicans of France must be ; however 
angrv that their own plans of government 
are not adopted, they must be convinced, 
that, if the Bourbons had remained, their 
hopes would have been blasted for ever; 
and that, therefore, as long as the ques- 
tion lies between the Bourbons and Na- 
poleon, it is their duty, upon their owfl 
principles, to be for the latter. Jt must 
give any friend of Freedom great satisfac- 
tion to see, that, in all the proclamations 
anc decrees of Napoleon, and even in tha 
address of the Imperial Guard, signed by 
M. Drouet, the great principle is always 
put forward, of the right of the people tQ 
choose their ruler, a principle to which if 
they adhere, the French will be a happy 
aud free, as well as a great nation. 

This event, so honourable to Napoleon, 
is little less honourable to the people of 
France. They had all possible tempta- 
tions held out to them to oppose him, to 
take him, to kill him. Not a man; not a 
single man was found to yield to any qf 
these poweiful temptations. Threats 
were dealt out largely on the other hand. 
They were continually reminded of the 
great foreign armies ready to invade. 
France : they were told that the Prussian 
army was advancing upon Thionviile; 
that the Austrian* were already at Turin i 
that 600,000 Russians, with the Cossacks 
at their head, were ou their march; and, 
lastly, that 70,000 English, with theDuke f 
of Wellington for commander, were on I 
their way from Belgium. The people of ^ 
France seemto have heard of theap* 
proach of afltheae armies with as Iktlc 
concern as if they had been told of the 
approach of so many mice. They seem 
to have said : r< Give us, only give us 
«' Napoleon, and let the world come in 
' ' anas a^;iijtut as ? A wd i* Jt &r «£ $*£* 
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Lord, to think of dictating a government 
to such a people ? 

There is another characteristic in this 
great event, which is worthy of particular 
remark : that is the absence of all Wood 
shed and violence. The Bourbons were 
not only suffered to depart without harm, 
but, they appear to have experienced not 
any obstruction, or even insult, on their 
journey. It is no more tlian ji*>t lo sup- 
pose, that their conduct has been such' 
as to excite bo very great degree of hatred 
against them : but, however good their 
conduct might have been, we know, that 
under such circumstances, the persons of 
the falling party have seldom escaped 
with their lives. This example of for- 
giveness seems, however, to have been 
given by Napoleon himself, who, in his 
proclamations, disclaims all vengeance, 
and generously repays with a general par- 
don and oblivion all the calumnies against 
him, and even the instigation to murder 
by setting a price upon his head. It will 
give me great pleasure to find, that the 
family of Bourbon have experienced no 
ill-treatment of any sort ; because, in that 
case, the conduct of the French people, 
upon this memorable occasion, will form 
so strikmg a contrast with that of our 
Cossack writers, who, from the hour of 
Napoleon's exile to that of his return, 
hardly let one day pass without inculcat- 
ing the necessity of destroying him. Their 
hypocrisy could never make them dis- 
guise their malice. It was their Object to 
make the world believe, that be was so 
much hated id France and the Bourbons 
go much beloved, that there was not the 
Smallest danger of his being able to give 
the latter any trouble. It was their ob- 
ject to make the world believe, that he 
was sunk into complete contempt. Yet, 
in spite of their hypocrisy, their malice 
broke out into continual insinuations, that 
his life was an evil. What a contrast do 
the conduct of Napoleon and that of the 
French people form with the conduct of 
these writers ! 

The conduct of the Bourbons was not 
What they premised. They promised, that 
they would leave property as they found 
it : and, thev immediateTys*! to work to 
te store part'of the National Property to 
the Emigrants, who had been abroad, if 
not serving against France, for 25 years. 
They promised that there should be* liber- 
ty °f Me press; and, they immediately 



they imprisoned and fined many of the 
printers and public writers. They pro- 
mised that in matters of religion ail men 
should be free to follow their own 
opinions, as thev had been before : and, 
they punished men for promulgating re- 
ligious opinions contrary to those pro- 
fessed Ly the priests. One man, in par- 
timlar, was imprisoned for fire years for 
uttering what was termed blasphemous 
language, and that, too, in a country 
where the King was daily creating men 
Knights of the Holy Ghost! It is from 
our own newspapers : from the mouths 
of the friends of the Bourbons, that we 
have this account of their conduct : and, 
when L heard of the landing of Napoleon, 
the first thought that came athwart my 
mind was, that now those men who bail 
been imprisoned for LIBELS would be 
restored to freedom, an object worth, of 
itself, a little revolution. The truth is, 
that, from the moment the Bourbons 
landed in France, our Cossacks were en- 
gaged in instigating them to acts of op- 
pression. They pointed \>nt to them vic- 
tim after victim : they dictated to them 
whom they should pnnish and whom they 
should reward. The Bourbons were be- 
set with these English dictators, whose 
will they appear to have but too faith- 
fully obeyed But, the better, the lesa 
offensive, the conduct of the Bonrbona 
was, the greater is the triumph of Napo- 
leon : for, it is now certain, that however 
good they might be, the French nation 
had found him to be better. 

Much has been said, in our daily vebi* 
cles of falsehood, of the ill-treatment, 
which the English people in France have 
experienced. If this be true, as 1 hope 
it is not, it has, without doubt, been ow- 
ing to their restless tongues: to that in- 
cessant abuse of Napoleon, which they 
learnt at home, and which they must 
have been impatient to perceive was not 
in fashion in France. In general tkey 
would naturally be of that description of 
persons, who went to en joy the spectacle 
of seeing the French nation a«aiii sub- 
jected to the sway of the Bourbons : to 
indulge in the vindictive joy of seeing the 
conquerors of Europe subjected to the 
sway of those who had been protected 
by England. It is very probable, that, 
amongst all the feelings which have ope- 
rated in favour of Napoleon's return, 
those excited by English arrogance have 



put that press under a censorship, while j not been the mosi feeble and ineffective. 
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Aiid, my Lord, I think we may be well 
assured, that, if there were still wa; tug 
any thing to endear him to the people of 
France, that thing would be an attempt, 
on our part, to drive him again from his 
throne. 

It was said, during the waf against the 
French Republic, that we did uot wish 
to interfere, in the internal aflairs ct 
France: but, that, oar own tajety re- 
quired us to war against tho&e who&e 
prioc pies, if we were at peace with 
them, would subvert our excellent consti- 
tution in Church and State. It is curious 
to observe how the same sort of doctrine 
b cooked up again, or as the French 
tvouid cull it, ncAaiiffe, for the present 
occasiou. We do not want, not we, now 
to interfere in imposing a Government 
upon the French ; they might have Na- 
poleon to scourge them for their bins, and 
W€ should be glad of it; but, we must 
take care of our$elve$ : and, as he is a 
dangerous man to us, we ought to march 
into France ourselves, and call out all 
cur Russian and German allies to go 
along with us, to compel the French peo- 
ple to take back the Bourbons, who are 
a good and peaceable sort of people. In 
other words, we do not pretend to have 
a right to dictate a Government to the 
people of France j but, unless they take 
the Government that we choose for them, 
we have a right to go to war with thtm. 
With persons, who have the folly, or tlie 
impudence, or both, to hold such a due- 
trine it would be useless to attempt to 
remonstrate; but, your Lordship will, 
doubtless, look back a little at what tie 
late wars have cost us. \\ e did, indeed, 
place the Bourbons on the throne of 
France, at the end of 21 jears of war; 
but, in what a condition has the enter- 
prize left us ? Are we prepared to add 
another 700 millions to our National 
Debt? Are we prepared to continue the 
Property Tax? Are we prepared for 21 
years more of sacrifices ? . 

There is something truly ominous in 
the similarity of the state of things now 
, to that of things in 1792. The French 
Princas were then ho veriag on the Nor- 
thern frontier of France ; they were then 
foisting the white flag at Coblent* ; and 
vie are" told, that they are. now to hoist it 
at Brussels. The" Austrian* ..and Prus- 
sians were.. then marching to their aid ; 
we. are told, that they are now h 



that, if there wanted any thing to uni^e 
the people of France ; to give tbem a de- 
cree of alacrity and of courage greater 
than ever were witnessed in any other 
p«ople, it would be a repetition of the 
attempts of 1792 and 1793? I know, 
that it is said, that the Powers of Europe 
are better prepared, than they were iri 
1793 ; that their armies are all on 
foot ; and that they have not forgotten 
that they have very recently marched 
to Paris. Granted that they be ready, 
and that we he. ready with the ne* 
cessary subbidics. But, let it be borne 
in mind, that Napoleon has 2, if not 
300,000 veteran troops in France «M>r* 
than he had last year; that the treaty; 
which Jiis presence of blind, his deep 
diplomacy, pointed out to him, has re* 
stored to him such an army as the 
world never befcre saw; that he hat 
obtained by that treaty more means than 
he, at any one time, ever before posses- 
sed; and that, v along with these im- 
mense means, he has in the eyes of all 
the world, but specially . in those of 
France, acquired a reputation and. haa 
obtaiued claims Vj to greater confidence 
than at any former period of his won- 
derful career. Hi&restoration, and more 
particularly the manner of it* clearly 
shews to, every one, that he .can place 
implicit reliance . en his people. . He 
needs no garrison* in the interior; scarcely 
a guard at Paris; all the mighty. means 
of France he may safely draw , towards 
the frontiers, and there ybnr.tbem forth 
.upon the first assailant. Aery different 
indeed, then, is the sit nation «f France 
from what it^was in; March .and Aprjl 
1814. In short, the conquerors v of Am- 
sterdam* Berlin, Hanower, Vienna, Rome* 
Madrid and Moscow^are, all again, and 
that, too, under the; same, chief, ready 
to repeat, their march ^ and let the blame 
fall on those, who, s Ira 11 give them aoy 
fair pretence for the repetition, s For ury 
part, 1 am for „gi v ing. them., no pretence 
at all, and,, therefore, I am against ail 
attempt at. interference, even in words, 
in the internaiv affairs of France* • 1 am 
for none . of -the half hostile ( measures \pi 
1792; I am- for. cordially receiving his 
ambassador, if be send an^Jand, in^bott, 
fordoing every thing consistent wifh qnr 
i oaour, calculated to prevent a j-enew^ 
of war. 

With regard "to v the -ojhes proposed 



and, .,_.______, -_-„ ,._ ..„.-.. ., . , ^ r ._, 

march to their aid. . 1% it not evident, J^object-of/war: aamely, th*&j^ii£& 
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Belgium to the new king of the Nether- 
lands, we do not yet know, that Napo- 
leon will demand the restoration of those 
provinces to France. Bnt, I will frankly 
confess, that I believe, that he never 
will rest satisfied until he has obtained 
that restoration, in the desire to effect 
which object he will be heartily joined by 
the whole of his people. The question, 
then, is, ought we to go to war with him 
if he demand, and it he endeavour by 
force to effect, that restoration ? t say, 
NO. I am of opinion, on the contrary, 
that we ought immediately to withdraw 
our army; to send home the Hanove- 
rians ; and to leave the Belgians and 
even the Dutch to defend their country 
against the French, or, again to unite 
themselves to the French. 

I know how some people will stare and 
blow out their cheeks and snap their 
mouths at this, as if they were going to 
bite one's head off: but, you, my Lord, 
who are a cool, sensible man, are aware, 
that, if I can offer any solid reasons for 
this opinion, the opinion ought to have 
some weight, and that it will have some 
weight. In order that these reasons may 
have their fair chance, I must trouble 
your Lordship with a few preliminary 
remarks. I know that I am here about 
to attack your Lordship's darling project ; 
that you will cKng to ft like the fond pa- 
rent to an only child : but attack it 'I 
must, seeing in it, as I do, the cause of 
endless war, expense and misery. 

By Belgium I mean all that country, 
which, it seems, has, by the Congress, 
been taken from France and given to 
the new King. It is not all properly 
so called : but, one name is better than 
three or four, if it answers all our pur- 

Foses as well. This Belgium, before the 
rencb Revolution, belonged to the 
House of Austria. It w.ts conquered 
from that House by the brave and in- 
sulted Republicans of France, who also 
conquered other countries, not belong- 
ing to the House of Austria. By and by, 
peace was made between these powers. 
Austria confirmed Belgium to France by 
treaty, and received from France other of 
her conquests in return. This w as nearly 
twenty years ago. Belgium has belonged 
to France from that time to the mouth of 
May last, when the King of France, by 
the Treaty of Paris, concluded while the 
Russian and German Armies were there, 
gave it up to be disposed of as the Congress 



should determine. And, we must ob- 
serve here, that Napoleon might have 
retained his throne, if he woukl hav* 
consented to do the same thing, He rer 
fused ; the war was pushed on ; he was 
overpowered and exiled : and Louis le 
Desire gave up to us and our allies that 
Belgium, which had been won by France, 
during the time that he was absent from 
France. So that, it must be evident, 
to lose this part of their Empire 
must be very galling to the French. 

But, you will say, and with very good 
reason ; what is their soreness to us, if 
it be for our good to keep them out of 
Belgium ? Now, my Lord, 1 do not say, 
that it is not desirable to us, that the 
French should be kept out of Belgium ; 
but, I am convinced, that it would be 
much better for us that Belgium should 
return under the sway of France, thaa- 
that it should belong to a power, which, 
without our aid, without our constant as- 
sisiance, never can keep it for any length 
of time. When Belgium belonged to the 
House of Austria, then, indeed, there 
was a power with naif a million of sol- 
diers at its command to defend Belgium, 
This power was unable to defend it ; and, 
if such a power could not keep it out of 
the hands of France ; if Austria was glad 
to get rid of the burthen of its defence, 
how is it to be defended uy " the King 
" of theUnited Net her lands,' ubo took the 
Royal title on him only ou the 16lh in- 
stant, and w ho has been made a King in 
that Holland, which was before so proud 
of its Republican institution and liberties. 

Be!giuui,\ve are told, is a barrh r against 
France. A barrier to protect whom, and, 
what ? For au answer to this question, I 
will refer to your memorable Speech, 
made on the very day ou which the Em- 
peror Napoleon entered Paris. .Your re- 
porter makes you say, in that speech ; — 
" With respect to Holland, it was cvideaU 
" that nothing could be of greater im 
" portance to this country ,than that France 
" should not have a continuity of sca-eoasi 
" extending along the w hole of the Nether- 
'* lands. He had the satisfartion to say, 
" that the Allied Powers ou the Continent 
" were not more convinced of the impor- 
" tanceofthis point to us, than tot hem - 
" selves ; and therefore all were agreed 
" that the uuion of tbe Netherlands with 
" Holland was one of the iuo.^t important 
" improvements of the face of Europe in 
" modern times; Neithexwas itcon&ider- 
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* ; ed by them as a'coacession toGreatBri- I 
" tain, or to the Prince of Orange in par- 
" ticular, but was most cordially listened 
" to as a means of strenghtenins the equi- 
" librium of Europe. A kingdom would 
" thus be formed powerful in all the rcsour- 
*" ces of soil, commei x ce, navigation ,and mi- 
* '' litary strength; and he had the satisfac- 
** tiou of stating that no Sovereign ever 
" resumed the exercise of his functions 
** who displayed more industry and talent 
"in calling forth all the resources of Hoi- 
" land, and uniting into one, its various 
•• parties, than ihe Prince of Orange had 
" done. He honed that this kingdom 
4t would be sufficiently strong, both from 
*' nature and art, and in future to be able 
*' to resist any assault either from the 
" north or the west, at hast until other 
*' powers came forward to its support, 
'* He trusted it would not be supposed 
u that any undue concessions had been 
*' made, with the view of obtaining an ?*»- 
'• crease of territory to Hanover. On this 
•• point there had alwaysbeen some degree 
" of jealousy iu this country; but he was 
" rather inclined to think that Hanover 
'* had generally speaking suffered more 
• c than she. gained from the connection. Its 
" people had receptly proved themselves 
" faithful supporters of Great Britain ; and 
'* be would say, that there had not been a 
" more efficient, more faithful, and honest 
" body of men in our service than the 
" Hanoverian Legion ; they amounted to 
"not less than 12,000 men, to which num- 
* f ber tliey had always been kept up by vo- 
" luutary enrolmeut, and it was not too 
44 much to say, that the absence of such a 
" corps might have had a most injurious 
" effect on our military exertions. The 
" preservation of the importance of Hano- 
*• ver, as a constituent, state of Germany, 
• c should, therefore, be dear to us, as well 
•• in this point.of view, as from its con- 
€t nexionwith our reigning family. Tin 
" increase of territory she had, received, 
" tended to consolidate her connexion with 
" this4xmntry> by the extent of sea coast 
" which it gave her: while liable to be in- 
V tercepted from this country, her effi- 
" cieacy was less considerable. From the 
". moment she was als* in close contact 
" with Holland for an extent of li>0>miles, 
" this naturally contributed to strengthen 
" and protect her. Neither was this a 
dt connection of which our continental 
."allies were at all disposed to feel jea- 
lousy. They were thoroughly convinced 



" that no interest was felt so strongly in 
" this country, as the conservation of the 
" general liberties of Europe/' 

Such, then, is to be the use of Belgium ! 
Belgium is to cover the Kingdom of the 
Netherlands, and the Kingdom of the 
Netherlands is to cover the Kingdom of 
Hanover, " which should be very dtar 
" to us V I will pass over your episode on 
the Hanovei % ian Legion and on the cha- 
racter of the Prince of Orange, as mat- 
ters too high for my pen ; but, really, I 
cannot refrain from saying, that this 
scheme, this darling scheme, which you 
seem to think so advantageous to Emj- 
land, and the account of which seems to 
have given so much pleasure to your Ho- 
nourable Hearers ; seems to have wrapt 
them in wonder at yonr surprising skill, 
penetration, and grandeur of views; I 
canuot refrain from saying, that this 
scheme appears to me to be one of the 
weakest that ever entered the head of 
mortal man ; and, which is a great deal 
worse, fraught with endless calamities to 
England, because it must be a source of 
continual war and expence. 

You say, that this new Kingdom (which 
by the bye, has not yet actually been or- 
ganized) will be able to " resist any as- 
" sault* at least " till other powers can 
" come to its support." So this King, 
like a Watchman, is, when danger ap- 
proaches, to spring hi* rattle, and call 
others in to his assistance! My good 
Lord! pray keep yourself coof; but, 
really, such a scheme ! such a scheme 
was never before thought of in this world. 

I will not enquire, whether the Belgians, 
the Dutch, and the Hanoverians would 
be better off under these arrangements, 
than if they were under the French ; and, 
I will, for argument's sake, allow, that if 
Belgium be yielded to the French, the 
Kingdoms of the Netherlands and of 
Hanover will soon be blown into very 
thin air. . But, what I contend for is, 
that, to keep Belgium from France Eng- 
land must constantly keep on foot a grca,t 
army in the country; rather than wjiich, 
it is my opinion, that we ought to suffer 
the French to regain, not only those coun- 
tries, but all the countries which thev 
possessed in 1813. I am far from wish- 
ing, that they should possess all those 
countries ; but it would be preferable to 
our being involved in continual war. 

In truth, my Lord, military achieve- 
ments have turned our heads. % We have 
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gone on from step to step, till, at last, we ( 
really seem to conceit ourselves a greater 
military than we are a naval pmier. Too 
mauy amonga us seem to i< ok with sor 
row on any thing which shall deprive 
us of all excuse for keeping up a grea> 
army. Never was there secu so much 
reluctance to lay aside tiie gorget and the 
sash. Wc have fallen into a set of no 
Sffons quite foreign from all our former 
notions. We are military-mad ; and, in 
the midst of the rage, we seem almost 
to forget \h*Jlc€t t the defence which rea- 
son and nature so clearly point out l» us. 
Continental connexions, against which 
our forefathers were so anxious to guaru, 
are now really sought after with ea^er 
nevs ; and, indeed, full of the notion that 
it was wc, who reduced France, we seem 
to think it necessary that we should be- 
come almost an integral part of the con- 
tinent. To defend the kingdom of Hau 
over, we must first defend the King of 
the Netherlands. To defend the king- 
dom of the Netherlands we must con- 
stantly keep a large army on foot in the 
Netherlands, and more troops ready to 
go to the assistance of that army. That 
country must always he filled with troops 
in our pay, in peace, or in war. And, is 
this nation in a state to support such an 
expense ? 

Shall I he told, that no peace can he 
safe which leaves Belgium in the bands 
ot Frauce? You, my Lord, will hardly 
tell me so, who defended the peace oi' 
Amiens, which left Belgium in flu hands 
of France; nor will the Earl of Liverpool, 
who made that treaty, and who contend- 
ed, in its defence, that the extension of 
territory which France had gained had 
not rendered her more formidable to us. 
Come back, then, to your former doc- 
trines : disclaim all connexion with a con- 
tinent where we never can have power 
without the ruin of this island ; and then 
we shall have peace; the fund-holders 
will be paid ; our fleet will still be our 
bulwark : we shall prosper and shah be 
as great as Frauce. 

Bat, if war is again to be our lot ; if wc 
are to send out armies to tight amidst the 
fortresses of Belgium ; if millions are to 
be expended in the kingdoms of the Ne 
therlands and of Hanover: if a war with 
«>nt prospect of termination; and almost 
without a clearly defined object is to he 
oiif lot, whence are the means to come ? 
W bat new sufft rings are in store for us ] 



It is well known to your Lordship, that 
r he rejoicing of the people at the late 
.)eace arose chiefly from the hope of their 
being relieved from the long-endured bur* 
lens of the war. It is well known to 
vou, that, even in peace, our resources, 
without the war taxes are insufficient. It 
is well known to you, that loans are in 
contemplation to supply, in part, mpeace, 
the absence of the Properly Tax. What* 
then, is to be the fate of the fund-holder, 
if a new war is now to be our lot ? 

However, I perceive, ana I perceive it 
with indignation, that there are persons, 
who are willing to sacrifice eveu the fund- 
holders, to send them forth to beg, to 
spread general ruin and misery over the 
country, ratiier than not enter into a new 
war. i have seen the following alarming 
words, printed in a very conspicuous 
manner in the Courier Newspaper of 
i uesday last, 'they are words wuicii 
everv man in England output to see ; and 
which ought to draw fortii the uuariimoas 
voice of the people, in a constitutional 
manner, against entering upon aay war, 
not absolutely necessary to the safety of 
the country aud His Majesty s crown. 

il In contemplating so great an evil, as 
" war under auy circumstances must be, 
" though it may be a blessing by com- 
" pansoo, our means of maintaining the 
" contest should be coosideted. And 
" first, the war, independent of its jus- 
" tice and necessity, will have the public 
" voice on its side, even more than in 
" France it can have. Our naval and 
" military mem with their connexions, 
" forming nearly as large tfeough not so 
" absolute a part of the governing class 
" of society, will meet war with 
" smiles. Our lauded gentry and f*r- 
"raers will sewetly welcome it, as it brought 
" them so much profit bejore. Our ship- 
" ping and commercial interests it will, as 
" hitherto, favour, while our navy secures 
" us the sovereignty of the seas. Our 
" artisans and labourers had their wages 
" raised during the lata contest. Even 
11 our manufactures will prosper, with 
" the Continent of Europe and America 
« eptn— ANNUiTANIS will, indeed* 
" syjfcr by the progress of taxation: .but 
" that is the consequence of their taking 
" themselves out oj the circle of activity, 
" of productive wealth, and of national 
" prosperity. I n the revolutions of pro- 
" ptrty the DRONES OF THE STATE 
"WILL NATURALLY FALL TfO 
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♦'THE BOTTOM. The nation lias 
" prospered under a war, and may do so 
" again, notwithstanding the predictions 
" of croakers a thousand times falsified. 
" Internally Britain has enjoyed perfect 
" tranquillity, improvements s?nd riches 
" encreasing in every part. If war then 
" be forced upou us, let us weigh the ad- 
M vantages as well as the disadvantages 
" with which we shall enter upon the 
'< contest. The only ground of uneasi- 
" ness will be in our FINANCES ; but 
" these with a prudent and skilful ma- 
" nagement may he made, with their 
" usual ELASTICITY, to adapt thcm- 
" selves to the occasions, as they arise." 

Such, my lord, is the language of the 
great partisans of war. You see, they 
are already paving the way for a seizure 
of the funded property bv stigmatizing 
the owners as DRONES OF THE 
STATE, whose fall to the bottom they 
seem to contemplate without the smallest 
degree of pain or inquietude. In short, 
rather than not gratify their vindictive 
feelings against the ruler and the people 
of France, they seem perfectly ready to 
involve England in all the miseries of 
Revolution; for, I am sure your lord- 
ship waots nothing from me to conyiuce 
yon, that the measures here plainly hint- 
ed at would plunge the country into 
general confusion and blood-shed. 

Whether the "public voice ''will be 
for war we shall, probably, soon see, 
but, who would have expected to hear 
those, who are accusing Napoleon of a 
design to go to war to gratify his army, 
urging you to go to war, because war 
will please our naval and military men! 
and because (as it is falsely asserted) 
war will gratify the cupidity of land- 
holders, farmers, shipowners, merchants, 
and manufacturers \ Was there ever be- 
fore urged such reasons in justification 
of war! 

But- my lord, long as this address to 

you already is, there is one view of this 

.impending danger, to which 1 must yet 

beg leave to call your serious attention. 

It is said, that " war will, as Jritberto 

99 favour .our shipping and commercial 

* § interests, while our navy secures us 

** the sovereignty of the seas. " And, 

afterwards, it is said, that our " Mapjp 

" facturers will prosper with the cGflu- 

*' nent of Europe and America open. " 

Does not the verv name of Amer'ua, 

coupled with that of war in Europe, give 



rise to a thousand thoughts in the mind 
of your Lordship ? Do you not see the 
rising navy in the mouths of the Sus- 
queanah and thellurLon? — In short,what 
Englishman can look that way without 
alarm? It is well known, that our com- 
merce and shipping, during the last war, 
were supported by the restrictions, which m 
our navy enabled us to impose on the 
commerce and navigation of neutrals, 
and especially on those of America. It is 
well known, that, had \vc not claimed 
the sea as our own, and exercised our 
power there accordingly, our commerce 
and navigation must have dwindled into 
a very small compass, and that thote of 
America would ha\e been swelled to an 
enormous size, while France, open to 
the shipping and commerce of America, 
would have experienced htlle injury from 
the power of our navy. 

Well, then, is it to be believed, when 
we look at the progress and conclusion 
of the American war, that we shall again 
attempt those restrictions on her com- 
merce and navigation? This is not to 
be believed ; and, if we were to attempt 
them, is it to be believed, that we should 
not instantly find America a party in the 
war against us? The late event iia 
France, will excite, in America, joy un- 
bounded, and especially amongst those 
against whom the malicious shafts of the 
editors of our newspapers were levelled. 
When they hear these men docribe Na- 
poleon as a *' traitor and a rebel," they 
will recollect, that the very same meu 
described the President, their constitu- 
tional Chief Magistrate, as " a traitor and 
" a rebel," *i\d that they called upon his 
fellow citizens, who had freely chosen 
him, to depose him and kill him. The 
American?, my Lord, are not to be made 
believe, that Napoleon h*s forced himself 
upon the French nation ; they are not 
to be made believe, that he has none 
but the army on his side ; they are not 
to be made believe, that he is merely 
the head of " a band ofjanisaries ;" they 
are not to be made believe, that, with a 
mere handful of soldiers, he could have 
marched from Cannes to Paris, unless he 
had been the man of the people ; they are 
not to be made believe, that the bour- 
4|ous would have lied from a throne and 



;. **Mbe sovereignty over 30 millions of 
peddle, unless they had been convinced, 
that that people were on. the side of Na- 
poleon; they are nut to* be made 
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believe all, or any, of these things ; but, 
they will see, in this event, a proof of the 
fact, of which fact some of them before 
doubted, that Napoleon reigns in virtue 
of the love and the choice of the Freuch 
nation. 

The American Government will, for a 
while, at least, he disposed to remain at 
peace with us ; but we may be well as- 
sured, that it will never again submit 
to any restrictions on its commerce and 
navigation, not warranted by the wel! 
known and universally acknowledged law 
of nations ; and, it Would not l>e at all 
surprisisi<:, if it should lean very strongly 
towards France, if we were to make war 
upon the latter for the purpose of dic- 
tating a Government to her in direct op- 
position to her will, now so clearly de- 
clared. 

Here, therefore, is a difficulty, which 
we had not to contend with in the last 
war. These prizes, which this writer 
holds out as a bait to our naval officers 
and their connexions, would not be so 
numerous. Indeed they would be very 
few in number. The commerce of France 
would, to a great extent, be carried on 
in American ships. America would be 
the carrier for both nations. The increase 
of her navigation would signify nothing 
at all to France; indeed, 1? ranee would 
pejoiee at it, because it would be tre- 
mendously dangerous to us. 

Let no flatterer persuade your Lord- 
ship, that the Americans are to be either 
wheedled or corrupted. They love peace ; 
but tbev are a wise people, and they 
will well know, that they must provide 
for war. The last year has taught them, 
that tbcv must depend solely on their 
arms. They will remember the flame's at 
Freqchtown, Stonington and Washing- 
ton. They will remember their sufferings 
from the hands of our Indian allies. 
They wilt remember our considering their 
f jfaturaliied citkens as traitors. But, 
above all things, tliev will remember this : 
that, the moment Napoleon was down, 
and we had no enemy to contend with 
in Europe, our newspapers inculcated the 
necessity of subduing America; ot 
.punishing ber; of destroying her form 
of Government ; of dividing her States; 
•f getting rid of this example of the suc- 
cess of democratic rebellion. They will 
remember, too, that our presses called 
their President a traitor and a rebel; 
that th$y vowed never to have peace withj 



him ; that thev called upon the people . 
fo kill him. r fhey will remember, that 
even the Prime Minister, in his place, . 
stated, that, from the kincf treatment of. 
"iir prisoners of war in America, itap-. 
peared that a part, at least, of the peo- 
ple of that country wished to put them-. 
wires under his Majesty's protection. 
They will be well convinced, that from 
utter ruin and subjugation they have. 
)ecn preserved by the wisdom of their 
Government, the patriotism •* of them- 
selves, and the skill and bravery of their 
navy and army ; aud not by any for* 
bearance on our part. In short, when 
we look back to what has passed during 
the last year, oan we, if we go to war 
with Napoleou, suppose it wonderful 
if the \mericans prepare themselves im- 
mediately for taking any advantage of 
any circumstances, wbichlbat war might 
offer, to deal us such a blow as would, 
for ever after, put it out of our power to 
bring their independence into danger ? 

The return of Napoleou will necessa- 
rily produce great satisfaction jo Ame- 
rica ; because, the Bourbons were essen- 
tially her enemies. Talleyrand had lent 
his aid to the annihilation ot the last of 
Republics in Europe. All Europe seemed 
to be bound down jpr ever, or at least, 
for ages, within the lines and limits of 
the monarchs at Vienna. They and 
their ministers, without reference to the 
wishes of any body of people, inhabiting 
any of the transferred countries, had dis- 
posed of the whole at their will. , AH 
the ligatures were prepared and. put in 
their places, the tying of the last knot 
being all that was wanted. Your Lord- 
ship says, that this wa« done with the 
sole view of insuring long tranquillity and 
happiness to Europe. I dare sav it was ; 
but different men view the same transac- 
tions in a different light. America would 
see this grand work with ' great pain ; 
and, of course she would rejoice at that 
event which, in a moment, has snapped 
att the ligatures and blown them to the 
winds. Our preat naval power, and es- 
pecially the disposition which we have 
evinced to use that power, when occasion 
offered, against the commerce, the ship- 
ping, and even the soil of America, will 
naturally induce her to wish to see us en* 
feebled. Jt will be impossible .for an 
, American to look back to the flames cf 
Washington and the plunder of Aleaaa- 
dria, without wishing earnestly toj&eeig? 
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power reduced. And, in this temper of 
mind, is it not to be feared, is it not to 
be expected, that, if we are at war with 
Napoleon only a few years, some occa- 
sion will be seized on by America to as- 
sist in reducing us to a state which will 
relieve her from all future apprehensions 
of hostility from us? Napoleon, who has 
now seen of what stuff America is made, 
of what importance she is, and of what 
greater importance she will be, and 
fHmtt be, in the world, will take special 
<fcre to cherish her friendship, to gratify 
her merchants and tinders, to treat her 
Government with respect. America 
and France have no objects of rival- 
ship. Neither is afraid of the other. 
The products of one are wanted* by the 
Other. The growth of the power ol each 
tends to the good of both. Both, from 
inhappy circumstances and events, are 
the bitter enemies of England ; and, if 
tre go to war with France, at this time, 
and without such grounds as shall justify 
war in the eyes of all the world, have we 
not reason lo fear, that we shall have 
America also f*r an enemy. 

My Lord, in conclusion, let me beg of 
you to observe what mighty mischief has 
been done by the \He men, who conduct 
the principal of our London newspapers. 
In America, where our language is tltc 
language of the country, all our threats 
have been repeated through a thousand 
channels. There is not a single man, or 
hoy of ten years of age, in all that vast 
Country, who has not read the outrageous 
abuse and the insolent and bloody de- 
nunciations of the limes newspaper 
against the President, the Congress, the 
People of- America. Not a soul of them 
has failed to see their couutry marked out 
for plunder aud subjugation; themselves 
for chastisement, /or; in the words of wise 
Curtis, for " a confounded good \fiog- 
" ging ;" th*ir President a$ a man to he 
•' deposed," beiug " a traitcrbwiiHrebeL" 
Thus save been implanted' in the minds 
of a* people not given to passion, the 
feelings of hatred and revenge ; feelings 
which cannot be eradicated for many 
j ears • feelings which must exist dur- 
ing the present generation; feelings which 
have already prodiued, and which must 
Continue to produce, incalculable mil- 
ehief to our country. 'At the present 
taommt, fbe»e same vile' men, are pro- 
fceeuing iu j rtcisely the same course. 
7B&$ denominate" Isapolcon' " a traitor 



"and a rebel" they cell him, jost as they 
called Mr. Madison, impostor, liar, 
villain, slave, felon, coward, and insist 
that he ought to be considered as out 
of the pale of all legal protection. 
They call upon all the world to come ( 
and scourge the French nation whom 
they call thieve*, slaves, blood-hounds* 
murder tr s, kill-kings, and ft very (thing 
else that is abominable. It is impos- 
sible that this language of our press 
should not produce a great and last- 
ing mischief. Indeed, there is good 
reason to believe, that these writers 
have, iu no small degree, contributed 
towards the facilitating of Napoleon's 
return. 'They have been continually 
holding up our army as the conquerors 
of France ; they have incessantly la* 
loured to vilify all those who shone in 
the French army; they have been mar- 
king men out for vengeance as Jacobins, 
Regicides, c\c. they have been recom- 
mending and applauding every measure, 
tending to re exalt the emigrants aud to 
shake the property of the new pioprie- 
tors. It was they who first urged the 
restoration to the noblesse of the national 
domains which remained unsold, a mea- 
sure which could not be regarded as 
any thing less than a preliminary step 
to the ousting of the whole of the new 
proprietors; a measure against which [ 
repeattdltf cautioned the King; a mea- 
sure, which, perhaps, more than any 
other, has contributed to his overthrow. 
Then, my Lord, the falsehood* of these 
men. Their wilful falsehoods. Their 
impudent fabrications. Their disgrace to 
the press, to literature, to the couutry, 
is now manifest to all men. It is to the 
readers, the silly or malicious pupi!«, of 
these wicked meu that tbcFreuch peo- 
ple have ottered ridicule, scorn and in- 
sult in this hour d the people's triumph. 
On« of these pupils, in the Couhiee 
-of Tuesday last writes from Brighton 
thjls*: " The only persons in Erance - 
" who appear in trouble about (bis 
f ' event are the poor Unglish. The roads 
-'* are- covered with them — their despe- 
" rate haste— their melancholy face* — 
u and, their bad Freuch— all serve to 
" excite the risibility of the people of 
(< France as they post through their 
" country. I can assure you that they 
*' are not sparing of their inuihnce and 
" ridicule ; nor do thev forget to charge 
« jou for what yoyak^ y (F. stopped af 
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" a small inn for a few minutes, about 
" 25 miles from Dieppe ; at the door there 
" were crowds of persons amusing 
" themselves with remarks upon the 
€S English passengers. The news just 
" Uien arrived of Bonaparte's approach 
" to Paris, and probable entry in a few 
* r hours — all was vehemence and confu- 
** sion, and unbounded joy expressed. 
" " Notre Empcrcur" " Napoleon," 
" Napoleon le Grand" appeared to elec- 
" triry and Jill their hearts with joy" 
— Here, then, my Lord, in spite of all 
their fabrications, pe^ps out the fact, 
that THE PEOPLE of France as well as 
the array are filled \s\\\\joy at Napoleon's 
return. And vihy should the •' poor 
" English be in trouble a id have melon- 
*\fhJtj/ faces" at this eve*rt ] Strange in- ( 
deed, that I hey should sorrow for them- 1 
selves 1 It is their annoyance ; it is their i 
insolence, which has thus been repaid t 
with ridicule and scorn. They had the; 
audacity, to look upon France as a sort j 
of colony of England ; and in their sorrow, I 
their melancholy faces, at Napoleon's re- I 
turn, the people of France saw no feeble 
proof, that that return was for the good 
and for the honour of Trance, 

'ITius, my Lord, have I given you mv 
reasons for objecting to a war with 
France, cil her for the purpose of restor- 
ing the Bourbons, or for ihat of securing 
Belgium to the new King of the Nether- 
lands. I do not, I must confess, enter- 
tain very sanguine hopes, that this my 
advice will be attended with better suc- 
cess than that which 1 offered as to the 
commencement and prolongation of the 
unfortunate and disgraceful war against 
the American States ; and, if, in spite of 
what I deem the plain dictates of sense 
and reason aud love of country, this 
new war is to be waged, I have only to 
add my sincere wishes, that my predic- 
tions may not, in this case, as in the for- 
mer, be so completely fulfilled. 

I am, &c. Wm. COBBE1T. 

Botley, 90th March, 1815. 



War with France. 

Mr. Coebett.— The praiseworthy, 
the patriotic and honourable exertions 
which you are now making, to avert the 
calamities consequent ou a renewal of 
the war with France, call for the sup- 
port of every real friend to bis country. 



Peeble as my pen is; when compared 
with your herculean labours, and the 
powerful energies of your mind, I feel it 
to be my duty to raise my voice, at this 
awful moment, against the prosecution of 
measures which have already proved so 
fatal to our national prosperity, that, 
in place of Great Britaiu now occupying 
the proud eminence, from which she 
commanded the homage of nations, she 
appears, alas! to be fast veiging to a state 
of irretrievable ruin, and to have become 
an object of contempt amongst those 
who formerly envied her greatness. 
What a terrible, what a useful lesson has 
the American war taught our rulers, if 
they are at all capable of being taught 
by misfortunes! — Only a few short 
months before, thry formed the resoluti- 
on of overthrowing democracy, of ex- 
tinguishing republicanism or. the cti.*ev 
*ide the Atlantic, we had acquired the 
renown of having defeated, m nume- 
rous battles, the .soldiers of a nation 
that had, for twenty years, overawed the 
Continent of Europe, and that had die* 
t*ted terms, in their very capitals, to all 
its sovereigns, who considered them- 
selves happy in being permitted to holc| 
theit crowns by the suf trance of the 
victors. Not only so, but to our power- 
ful exert ious, it was owing that the great- 
est captain of the age, the man who 
could boast that victory bad never de- 
serted his standard, was so completely 
subdued as to seek for safety in retire-! 
ment, leaving the field of battle, the 
scene of all his glory, and that of the 
people who had so long exulted in his 
and their triumphs, in our full and un- 
disputed possession ! What an elevated 
rank to hold in the scale of nations! 
What an enviable situation ! Had the helm 
of the State been guided by pru- 
dence; had moderation influenced 
our national councils, we never could 
have, been driven from this lofty 
pinnacle. Ages might have passed 
away, but Great Britain would have 
remained the admiration and the envy 
of the world. Pride, hatred and ambi- 
tion has subverted the stately fabric. 
Nothing would satisfy us but the over- 
throw of American independence. Ip 
place of attributing our successes here 
to a fortunate concurrence of circum- 
stances, we fancied ourselves invincible* 
We entered the contest vaunting of our 
omnipotence. We despite^ the enemy 
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we had to encounter. Already we had 
made preparations for putting the seat 
upon the final subjugation of the Ameri- 
rican continent. Every trend of liberty 
stood a.enast at the daring attempt. 
Every lover of his native land sighed, 
and his spirits sunk within him, when 
he contemplated the probahility of 
its success. But, the charm of out 
invincibility bas been broken; the 
talisman of our omnipotence, has beer 
dissipated; and Britain, proud Britain, 
has fallen from the summit of her great- 
ness! A band of frtimcn, whose Govern 
ment she threatened to overthrow,' to 
whom she arrogated the privilege of die 
tatiug the law, rushed ff.nvard in defence 
of their rights. The country which had 
been invaded, became the grave of the 
invaders. Even the ocean, ou which she 
had so long ridden triumpbaut, was des- 
tined to witness her defeat and her dis- 
grace. A reverse so unexpected, a 
change so sudden and extraordinary, na- 
turally produced a correspondent feeling. 
The nations of Europe, who were for- 
merly aw cd by the splendour of our vic- 
tories, now began to question our pre- 
tensions. They no longer regarded us as 
invincible: they wore indignant thai they 
should have so long yielded us the rank 
which we possessed. This indignation, 
at what they considered their own weak- 
ness and folly, gave birth to feelings of 
hatred and contempt. The eagerness 
with which we sought an opportunity to 
enter into negotiations with America, 
was no way calculated to counteract 
this impression ; and it only remained 
to complete the degradatitn, by finally 
making concessions lo the foe we despi- 
sed, which no other could expect or ex- 
act but one that had frustrated our de- 
signs, and driven *ns from the field. — At 
thU criTfeal moment, when our fame for 
deeds of arms has so fatally declined, t lie- 
adversary, whom we had overthrown, and 
on wfrose Tc-appcarancc we uever calcu- 
lated, stands again into view. — lie comes 
arrayed with tenfold more terrors than at 
any former period. If* ever it was h 
matter of doubt that Napo:eon possessed 
the hearts of the people of France, the 
reception which they have now given him 
nfust effectually rtmpvc it. Aticady he 
u said to have an army at his comriiand 
of SC\ 000 veterans ; aud such is the at- 
tachment i n * * devotion to his person 
which pe/vaues .all. Trance; that he might 



double that number in the course of one, 
>hort month, it' so tremendous a force 
was necessary to give stability to his 
throne, or cveu to extend his conquests. 
—It is impossible at present to divine his 
intentions. Circumstances may justify 
♦be opinion, that lie will insist upon 
making the Rhine the boundary of 
i lance. If he should, it would be a 
wise policy iu the allied powers not to 
oppose this. r I hey have accused Napo- 
3 eon of being unbounded in his ambition. 
Would it not be worth the trial, to give 
him those limits which nature has so 
clearly pointed out as belonging to the 
!• rench Umpire 1 .Should be pass these, 
without cause of provocation, he might 
then be ©ppoaed as the common enemy 
of mankind. To war against him, in his 
present favourable situation in crdcr to * 
pievcnt his obiaiuing that object, would 
he foilv ; hut to draw the sword for the. 
purpose of reinstating the Bourbons, 
would be the extreme of madness. — In 
the former case the chances are two to 
one against his opponents : In the latter 
they are ten to one. if we calculate on 
the victories of Marquis Wellington, they'- /' 
will Le met hx our defeats at Fort Eric 
and New Oticans. If we speak of Ihft 
entry of the Allies into Paris, we shall 
be told that tieason no longer exists 
in the French army ; that "Napoleon* 
never was defeated when the soldiers, 
he led to battle were true to their 
colours. Our naval and military glory 
having been so greatly tarn shed by the 
contest with America, and the fortunes- 
of Napolcou having so greatly improved^ 
it is lamentable to ob&erve with what 
eagerne s our ministerial newspapers are 
endeavouring to involve this country in a 
new war with France. Have these tools 
of corruption forgotten the arguments- 
which they made use of, in the end of 
the year 1B13, to dissuade the allies front 
giving peace to Furope I Are they not 
aware that the conclusions they t/tendrevr. 
as to the favourable etiert this would, 
have upon France, nviv operate wi-4^ 
double force against our taking up an*i- 
against her] The language of the C car .^r 
at that timewaa particularly striking andl' 
remarkable. In that journal of 2<Vi|l» 
December, it was said, " By peac^. 
" France will gain* cvtry firing. She* 
" will regain at least 3<K),tJU0 of hor.bcslti 
" troops, one half of her best oihecrs,,. 
" and seanicn suliicieut to man [£ sail o£ 
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V tbe line— In six months after a peace, 
u France may have fifty sail of tlu lint, 
" well manned, and an army of half a 
" million of men, commanded by a great 
" military geuius. One victory may 
** again give him possession of Vienna." 
—The event here anticipated has actu- 
ally happened. Napoleon has regained, 
|)y the peace, all his best troops, the 
greatest part of his best officers, and all 
his seamen. He possesses mora than fifty 
sail of the line, and be has at his com- 
mand half a million of armed men. If 
then the allied powers should provoke 
him to hostilities, let them beware that 
" one victory does not again give him 
" possession of Vitnna. " 

H. 



THE FARMERS. 
. Mr. Cobbktt. — A letter, under the 
signature of Arisfidcs, has, it seems, 
given offence to sundry of your Corres- 
pondents, who seem impressed with 
the idea of his being hostile to farmers in 
general, whereas the contrary is the case; 
for while deprecating the now pendicg 
Corn Bill, as an arbitrary, partial, aud 
unjust measure, no man entertains more 
affection, respect, and,- 1 may say, venera- 
tion for the plain, rough, honest true old 
English Farmer, than Aristidcs ; neither 
does any one more ardently wish, or 
would more earnestly endeavour, (over- 
whelmed as the nation is with Lords, 
Baronets, Knights, and Nabobs,) the 
renovation and multiplication of the an- 
cient British Yeomanry. — But monopoli- 
zers of land, speculators and vile imita- 
tors of the luxuries of a court, cannot 
meet the approbation of a well wisher to 
his country ; tbe more especially when, 
to enable themselves to continue such, 
they wish to put every mouth in that 
Country under tribute. Honest indigna- 
tion in the cause of the poor, may then 
be allowed to burst forth. 

Aristides agrees with the bulk, and 
better part of the nation, that Corruption 
and Taxation have gone hand in hand 
for a number of years; but wherefore 
good people of England do you now 
cry out' against them? — You were in 
use to dincourage, by all the means in 
your power, those who sought to rid you 
of the oppression; nay you lent your I the Corn Bill. 



willing aid to corruption to keep ber ?in 
her seat ; and now, forsooth, you pout 
and whine like way-ward Children.— r 
—A person of no small abilities yet 
espousing the cause of tbe Corn Bill, 
uses the following most excellent remark, 
which, as it suits the cause of the people 
much better than the one in the service 
of which it is enlisted, you. wilL permit 
me here to quote. — The writer says 
and says justly, that, " Equal pro- 
•' tectiou is the right of all under a 
" free government. All must participate 
" in the benefits of society, otherwise 
"the bond of association loses its legiti- 
" mate force, as in Asia, where a tyrannic 
" partiality makes favoured Casis, ami 
" treats others as if m they were "not 
" of the human species; or, to use the 
" words of the poet, ' Natures baa- 
" ' tards not her sous./ Suck favour 
" and affection may do in. Asiatic go- 

" vernments, but not in England".- 

If this argument be just, let the minis- 
tens explain upon what foundation they' 
proceed with regard to the Cora Bill ; 
for certainly the hind- holders and formers 
form but a comparatively small part of 
the community.— The maaufactwex* 
exceed them greatly in number. Be- 
sides these, there is a multitude win* 
belong to neither of the above classes— - 
Yet all are to be. oppressed, (u#t !fr<r 
farmer may be enabled to. pay a racfc- 
rent to the laud-holder, and therefore 
the land-holder seated iu power, most 
unfeelingly lays it on. Having, iu the 
above quotation, mentioned Asia, give 
rae leave, Mr Cobbett, to ask some little 
information as to a transaction men- 
tioned to have happened there some 
years ago. I mean a monopoly of rice, 
said to have caused tbe death of several 
millions of persons, who may be presu- 
med to have been neither land-holders 
nor farmers, but of nearly a similar de- 
scription with our manufacturers and la- 
bouring poor. Perhaps the com bill 
may be meant as an experiment (upou 
a smaller scale) . to take place here, ac- 
cording to an idea held by an author of 
the fashionable world, that there may 
at times be political wisdom in* diminish- 
ing the population; and for that perhaps 
could be found no better expedient than 
Akistidjjs.. 
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TO LOUIS. 

OX THK BEAL « CAUSES TOF HIS LATE 
EXPULSION,' AND 'OtfrTHB FUTURE 

- PROSPECTS OF HIMSELF 'AND FA- 
M1LT. 

Sie,— -While I feel, in common ; with 
most of my countrymen, compassion for 
you, under the present - circumstances, 
I think it right to address -you my 
thoughts on the real causes of your late 
expulsion from France, ' and ou the pros- 
pects v iiicu now present ■ themselves to 
yourse i and family. To do this' 1 'think 
my hi/ the more fully entitled, * as < the 
advice, which 1 offered you Upon your 
restoration v*os not followed, wid, as it, 
cow appears, the acting in opposition to 
tbnt fed vice - has furnished the* grounds, 
oi Q^ncrous accusations against you and, 
your Government. It appears to me. 
very clear, that the House ef Bourbon;, 
•earr ^can reign again in France. : A war,* 
in which, all the rest of Europe, with the 
purse of England emptied into their hands, 
should- league against France, might pro-/ 
duce great ^revolutions in that country ; 
but, I an convinced, - that it is wholly 
impossible forany 'combination of power, 
or of events, - to .make ^younHouse again 
for any length of«time,tthe sovereigns ' of 
- France. The ' reasons vfor -> this ; opinion 
wiU become 'apparent when Ishave -des- 
cribed what I deem to/have^beea the real 
causes of your late expulsion. 

In the Proclamation^ to >tbt French 

- people, which -you • issued in England in 
the early fwi of 1814, you said, that *you 

• were - resolved * to -owe y<mr - restoration 
* ulely to* the people of France. . But/you 

* were ^hardly arrived in. France, wwhen^ it 
^ was. stated in ^ the >3/om*<w^ and in the 

• Engliafanew vpapers, Jharyou bad,?under 
( jour *own > hand/ declared to the - Prince 
~ sUgeut of -England, that yon *owcd yowr ; 

* Crjvm to Jam ;vand the substance, if not 

- copies, of -the letter, - containing this *d#- 

- daration, -were ^published in these same 
^papers, vl. do t not pretend tosay,4hat 
Mfc».w*s4b**fc«V- l^roaJ4^6i^btJfcva 



that it was not;' but, it it.impossibloto 
blame the people of -France for having 
believed that which 'every' man in. Eng- 
land believed/ and especially -.when overt 
acts of a nature so striking, and so hu- 
miliating to .France, -accompanied this 
memorable > declaration. .You .» bad^ax 
pressed your resolution to owe vour res* 
to ratio a solely \ to . the people of- France ; 
and the people of France saw you escort* 
ed from the Prince 'Regent's palace.- to 
Dover by .English Guards /they saw you 
.conveyed across the' Channel in an Eng- 
lish ship ."commanded by . an English* 
Priuce; theyjsaw/you- received on Fiend* 
. ground and conducted to ■■ Paris* by-Ger- 
man and Prussian soldiers, subiidized'by 
England: they saw 'Paris 'filled with 
those' troops ; > they saw those troops. i%» 
main ' there - until rNapoleon /was < landed 
on the rock of Elba, and until* you -bad 
new-organized the ^ army t and *> the *ci vil 
authorities of France; they^in short, -saw 
you • put upon < the * throne by foreign ar- 
mies, and they heard England, whodiad 
been the * constant :< enemy >of < Franca 
under all her forms of.Government,1teld 
up as .entitled to all-- the 'merit of having 
accomplished this event. 

Was it likely ; 'was impossible/ thai a 
nation, liketthe French should s not /burn 
withvdesire to wipe away »this broad, 'this 
staring stain -:on its » character 1 'To/sea 
the ^English cregiraents of < horse traverse 
almost 4he whole ■ of France, whencthey 
might * have been 'embarked very *near)y 
at the spot 'where Hhe^war bad > closed; 
to • see -■ the studied parade ' of > English 
" eonpurore," as they were called, iuvtb* 
streets of Paris; «to be told, as»tbey 
'were through our - news-papers, * tbat Jye-u. 
had, at the request of our Government, 
"forcibly detained lAmericau : armed Vsbips 
in the' ports of France, "andahatjouhaji, 
by ^special command, prevented French* 
men -from ^sailing, to America, iest <tbey 
should enter into the service of atbat coup* 
try :^ tor see and hear these ^thingsAmust 
have added .greatly* to rtbe morhtkatiro 
*nd ^resentment of thr Fimrh WPJJL 
I wbo^wresrrenjttfetbto iartl^if Jsuafsf 
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military glory, would under such circum 
stances, naturally btTeajty to bu^st forth ; 
against your authority upon the first 
fm occasion. 

\ Yet* tf you.twd retufttied upaccdm- 
panted by the .ancient Noblesse* and the 
Clergy \ things might possibly have settled 
down into so meth ing hire content. But, 
loaded with a numerous class of persons, 
all on the tiptoe of expectation ; all expect- 
ing employ nients and hoaours; all eager to 
he restored, as well As yourself, to power 
and to wealth ; and, all having, which 
you bad not,' to Contend with rivals for 
that power and that Wealth, and with 
rivals, too, whom they found in posses- 
sion ; loaded with this almost numberless 
class, who, to say the truth, had claims 
as fair as your own to a restoration, it 
Inquired wisdom and energy that do not 
fall to the lot of mankind to prevent 
those heart-burnings which arose from 
this cause, and the effects of which we 
trow so, dearly trace, not in speculation, 
but in decisive ' facts. A man bereft of 
J>6wer 6r profit, always becomes a bitter 
ene'my of him who has displaced him. 
"But if such changes become pretty gene- 
ral throughout a whole country : if a scrt 
of proscription be Set on foot ; and espe- 
cially if the grounds of that proscription 
t>e such as almost every man in the com- 
munity will naturally see level,in some de- 
gree, against him and even against hid 
Children ; it is manifest that a convulsion 
can be prevented by the bayonet aloue. 
And, if the danger; if the suffering, ex- 
tend itself to the military as well as to 
k all other persons in power, who can ex- 
pect that any thing short of a great, an 
overwhelming, foreign force, constantly 
present in the country, will be able to 
aupport the ruler on bis throne 1 

While these changes were at work, 
producing hostility in every part of the ( 
•country, tb$ priesthood seem not to have 
been idle. 1 am not blaming them for 
" their endeavours to bring back the peo- 
ple to their former sentiments* They 
might deem it their duty. But, as was 
to be expected, they proceeded with very 
little caution. The people, who had, 
hi general, long* set aside the old way 
of thinking along with the tythes and the 
conve u tjfr B lftuj| il ji Jreat jealousy and 
ilargffl ml tohpisted at^every 

the sides of 
scorned to 
established 




'he ancient rules with regard to the 
Sunday, rules' ncvar, perhaps, very 
wise, and now hostile to the habits of the 
whole of the generation whom they were 
to affect. This measure .of itself was 
sufficient to produce a shock. It would 
naturally create a belief, that */J was to 
be attempted to be restored, as fer as 
religion was concerned. >Nine tenths of 
the active men in France are, perhaps, 
no .mora CatboUcs, Jthao lam, having, 
with their mothers' milk, imbibed a dis- 
like, and even a hatred, of that Church 
and its clergy. The effect of such mea- 
sures must be to fill them with discon- 
tent, alarm, and resentmentasent ; for 
every man living soon hates whatever 
makes him uneasy. If measures of this 
kind, which I can. allow to have been 
adopted by you from motives of reaj 
piety, were calculated to revive all. the 
apprehension* of jvligioas , persecution* 
the re-burial of the late king and queerit 
remains marked out not a few of the 
greatest men in the country for regicides 
Tb^ funeral service upon that occasion.; 
the annual humiliation appointed; the, 
language of the; noblesse, the clergy, the 
Royalist , pamphleteers, .the, officiary ouj? 
nal, clearly showed,, that there wa^, ia 
the emjj, .to be neither oblivion nor for* 
giveness for what was called the " «?wr* 
dcr" of the late king 1 and queen* . And* 
thus another list of proscription wajs p$a- 
mulgated, written in characters ot. blood. 
But, if it had beep possible for you 
to remain, upon the throne amidst the 
hostility excited against, you by all .these 
causes, your power must have hesu de- 
stroyed, £ud yourself dethroned, by the 
attacks upon property, which 'wejrjB. made 
in so open, a manner* The u^tiou which 
the presses in this qouutry are so, . *ejry 
anxious to incalate is* that your over* 
throw is to be attributed solely to the 
army, who, we aro told, governs the -peo- 
ple of France, and forces upon them 
whatever laws and govenfr&ent it plfigaes* 
We are told, in one coluum of these 
papers, that Nppoleon is unable to collect 
a large army: that he has been compelled 
"to lower lu> tone because he wants an ar- 
my ; that he has expressed bis willingness 
to abide by thcTreaty of Paris because he 
wants an army; that he has abolished 
the Slave Trade, wbkh you. would not 
abolish, because he wants an army ; that 
|ie pay* his caurt to the people aid pro- 
mises them liberty: of. the pies* and tsc* 
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representative government because hei 
wants an army : and, strange to say, in 
-the opposite column, we are very gravely 
assnred,a sa matter of fact taken for grant- 
ed, that it is the army and the army alone, 
who has brought him back toFrance, and 
put him upon your throne, against the 
will of thirty Millions of people! It 
.really seems, that delusion is never to 
cease. It really seems, that, upon that 
subject, men ate to continue in wilful 
blindness ettto the end, uuless their eyes 
be torn open by some difeadful convulsi- 
on or calamity. 

Before your restoration, it was general- 
ly believed in England, that Napoleon's^ 
government was so oppressive, and that 
the people 6t France were so miserable 
>imder it, that they only wanted an oppor- 
tunity to cast off his yoke and to hoisr 
the White Flag, We have been assured 
and we have very generally believed, that 
jour reign was a paternal reign ; that it 
was a continued series of beuefits to the 
|>eople of France; that you had restored 
them toroorattty, religion, liberty, peace, 
and happiness ; that in short* your go- 
*ernn4rist produced effects precUely the 
fontmry of the Effects produced bv his 
£ovefument. Yet, at the end of eleven 
Jaoa&v liecotAes back with only sin 
fcuudfed men, and, instead of finding a 
people anaed to arrest his progress, he 
tides on. afafcst without a guard, to the 
fates of Paris, over a tract of 600 miles, 
through many populous aud fortified 
towns, without seeing a single arm raised 
Against him, and, indeed, amidst the 
•bouts of a people, who hail him as a 
Deliverer. While, on the other hand, 
Jon, who are in possession of all the. pow- 
ers and treasures of that great country; 
are supported by the two Chambers of 
the Legislature: are surrounded by hun- 
dreds of thousands of armed men, leave 
jour palace and quit the. soil of France, 
without being able to discover a single 
individual to draw a sword or to speak 
a word in your defence. Nay, the very 
guard of bored foreigners: even the Swiss 
aoldiers, against surrounding your person 
with whom the fate of your unfortunate 
brother was. npt a sufficient warning; 
even these wretched men* who let them* 
aelvesout to fight for hire, are quietly 
disbanded and banished ont of the reach 
ef popular resentment, by a decree' of 
Napoleon published at Lyons. Can Rbe 
feabeved by any body on with, except 



the credulous part of the English natio% 
that such a revolution could Hate take* 
place -without the consent and approba- 
tion, nay, against the will of thirty milli- 
ons of people full of spirit and military 
notions! 

It is notorious, that the eleven mantis 
of your reign was employed by the wzf? 
ters and haranguers of France to extol 
your government, and to traduce the 
government and character of Napoleon. 
It is notorious, that, while the press wan 
free for men like Chateaubriand and 
Cretclle, whose employment was to black-* 
en Napoleon aud to applaud you, it wan 
closed against those who dared to think 
of taking the other side. -It is noto- 
rious that you established a Censorship 
after having pledged yourself to main- 
tain the Liberty of the Pre**. It is no- 
torious that many persons were already 
in prison for long terms for what were 
deemed libels. Yet, with this most pow- 
erful instrument in your hands, yos* 
were wholly unable, with the treasures 
of the country at your command, to gain 
over to you any part of the people ha 
number sufficient to make their Voice 
heard.. Is it possible, then, for us to be 
made believe, that the people ef 
France did not, from the bottom of their 
hearts prefer the government of Napole- 
on to that of the Bourbons 1 They talk 
to us of the army, of conspiracies^ofjrater* 
nities, & I know not what ; but, how couhl 
any* or all of these preventthe people 
France from falling upon Napoleon on\ 
his way to Paris, or at thegates of Paris t 

The truth is, that there needed neither 
armies nor conspirators nor fraternities to 
overset your throne* the eiistence ojf 
which was opposed to the feelings, the 
habits, and to the immediate interest of 
the present inhabitants of Frarice, who* 
besides the grounds of discontent, resent , 
ment, aud alarm before stated, proceeded^ 
ia this instance, upon the further and 
still stronger ground, that their property* 
thtir real property ; that nearly the whold 
of the real property in France j that the 
preservation of all this, and of every pari 
of it, was incompatible with the reign if 
the House of Bourbon, however great th& 
ufisdom and the virtues of the Prince* ef 
that House may be. I myself am oc 
the 1 same opinion. I was of that opintom 
when I wrote the OMswet to yon* 
Proclamation of January 1014* It 
was not at reason, it was opt m «£**% 
Oft 
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that the Bourbons- sbould be welcome . 
'guests in France, because their presence 
there menaced the whole nation with ruin. 
The people of England, roauy of whom 
are now for rushing headlong into a war 
for the purpose of again restoring you by 
force of arms, know, though they appear 
determined not to know,any thing of this, 
the greatest of all the obstacles to the 
success of such a project. Nor is this so 
very wonderful, when there have been 
found the means of persuading yoa, that 
it was practible. The truth is, that, 
where powerful interests are opposed to 
reason, though the latter be clear as the 
noon-day Sun, the former generally pre- 
vail in deciding men's opinions. It is, 
therefore, not . at all surprising, that the 

* Noblesse of France should still have be- 
leived, that the people of that great coun- 
try were to be brought, if not to submit 
to their former vassalage, at least, to yield 

' np their estates. They will, I dare say, 

* like the Stuarts, live along, generation 

* after generation, in the indulgence of this 
ridiculous belief; but, I am persuaded, 
that it will soon be discovered by the 
people of England, and especially by the 
great holders of our Funded Debt, that 
their fortunes ought not to be expended 
in so foolish and so wicked an adventure. 

When the powerful class, to whom I 

' bave last more particularly alluded, shall 

have brought to their aid io this discussion, 

* not philanthrophy, not humanity, for, 
though natives of their bosoms, they are 

' discarded in a question of war or peace 
with France ; but, when they sbait have 
brought to their aid that common tense, 
unclouded by passion, which is their guide 

, in their private concerns,they will perceive 
that another war for the purpose of 

.placing the Bourbons upon the Throne of 
Trance is an undertaking, which, as long 
as the possesion of property is desirable 
amongst men, can never succeed. 

* We have been so long accustomed to 
talk about Napoleon only as the obstacle 
to the restoration of your family ; we have 
spent so many years in invective against 
lntn and his revolutionary predecessors in 
power, that, at last, we seem to have 
wholly overlooked what has beeu going 
on in the interior of France. We. seem 
to have forgoten, and we may be well ex- 
cused for it seeing that von and your ad- 
visers appear to have Wgotfeu* it also ; 
.we .seen* to have forgotten, that the whole 
♦f the houses aud lauds of France, were, 



previous to the revolution, the property 
of the Crown, the Noblesse, and the 
Church, the exceptions being so insignifi- 
cant as to be almost unworthy of notice. 
We seem to have forgotten, that all the 
property of the crown: 41// the property 
of the Church, even to the very Churches 
and Church Yards in many cases; and 
a great part of the property «f the No- 
blesse, was confiscated, and was sold to 
individuals. We seem to have forgdtteli, 
that the houses and land of the whole 
country thus came into the hands of new 
owners, and that the land was sold in such 
small parcels- and under such circumstan- 
ces so very advantageous to the purcha- 
sers, that a great part of the labouring men 
became proprietors of land. We seem to 
have forgotten, that the titles to these 
innumerable estates rest solely upon the 
legaliiyyrf the sales and upon the due 
execution of the laws passed by the Nati- 
onal Assemblies and by Napoleon and 
hisLegulative Bodies. We seem to hare 
forgotten, that to call the legality of these 
acts in question is to shake the titles of 
the whole of these proprietors. 

If we had not compleatly forgfctfen v'H 
these things, we should not have be*a 
surprized, that the people were alarmed 
at seeing vou begin dating your official 
acts in the NINETEENTH year of yowr 
reign, thereby clearly declaring by impli- 
cation, that all the laws passed since the 
death of your brother were in fact, null 
and void, whenever you chose to declare 
them null and void. We should not have 
been surprized at'th*- suspicions excited 
by the conduct of the Clergy, some of 
whom talked of refusing absolution -to 
persons who had purchased Church pro- 
perty. Weshould not have been surpri- 
zed at the general indignation arising from 
the dismissing of men from public employ* 
ments' because they or their relations held 
property formerly belonging to theCrowp, 
the Church, or the Nob!esse,~or from the 
shutting out from the officers of the army 
all those against whom existed similar ob- 
jections. We should not have -been su*- 
prized at the general, alarm and out-cry 
against the act for restoring, directly -and 
as matter of right, to. the Noblesse, alt 
that part of this propctty not yet sold by 
the nation, and which struck, at once, at 
the root of all the titles of' the property 
whit h bad btxa sold. We should not 

r no^ have been surprized at ia 

1 short, we should not have beeu at all sar* 
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prized at the return and at the cordial 
end joyful reception of Napoleon; whose 
very presence put an end to all tbese 
alarms and terrors which jour restoration 
and the subsequent measures of your 
aovernmeat bad spread through every de- 
partment ^nd parish in France. 
♦ Even if one could possibly suppose, 
that a- whole nation would be 'indifferent 
to the security of their property, the 
idea of the return of that property to its 
ancient owners must have given rise to 
the (mcrid apprehension of a return of 
all the ancient oppressions of, the Feu 
dal System, under which the people of 
that fine country were wretched slaves. 
If the estates returned, the seigneuries 
would have returned ; for, such things 
are never done by halves. Indeed, the 
power which was found sufficient to dis- 
possess people of their landed property 
would faave been more than sufficient 
for every other purpose. And, when we 
know, that the Feudal System sent thou- 
sands of persons annually to the Gallej* 
for offences now unknown to France ; 
when we know that the petit Seigneurs 
w*re, in many instances, judges as well 
as .aepiwcrs ; that the litigations and vex> 

nation* arising from their multifarious 
jjuisdklioa* were endless ; that justice 
was almost openly bought and sold in 
their . barbarous 1 courts ;• and that, in 
oupiy cases, their, power extended to the 
taking away, of life itself, When we 
know all this,, can we be surprised, that 
the people of France trembled at the 
sound of any name connected with the 
ntcollection of the Ancient Regime 1 

It is not my design to insinuate, that 
any blame rests' on you for any of the 
causes to which I ascribe your expulsion. 
1 really do not blame you for any part of 
them. If there were some things done 
oonlrary to your promise, it was evident 
to me, that y*u were unabh to -fulfil your 
protaise. And, if your, Government was 

- takiag great strides towards the restora- 
tion of the Noblesse and the Clergy in 

-* the possession of their property, it is very 
clear* that you had not the power to pre- 
vent it; and, indeed (promises out of the 
question), that you were bound to effect 
such restoration, or to risk, at least, your 
crown in the attempt. 
- The right «f the Noblesse and of the 
Clergy to their estates, to their privileges 
and to all the feudal powers attached 



precisely the smne basts as your right to 
your crown. You were very careful not 
to acknowledge, that you owed your 
crown to the people. Setting aside the 
compliment to our Prince Regent, your 
declarations bore, that you derived your 
crown from your ancestors and from 
Divine Providence ; and, accordingly, 
you dated the commencement of your < 
reign from the day of the death of your 
predecessor in the line of kings. Now, 
if what had* passed, during the last twenty- 
five years had, in no degree, impaired 
your rights, it was impossible that it 
could have impaired the rights of the 
Clergy and the Noblesse, which were 
as ancient and as saered as yours. 

If, in spite of the fair claim that these 
two orders had upon you ; if you, firmly 
seated yourself, bad disregarded these 
companions of your exile,* or had pleaded 
the public good for the abandonment of 
those who had been proscribed along 
with yourself, they might, and they, 
doubtless, would, have reminded you of 
your protest, dated from Coblentz, m 
1791, in which you and the other 
Princes of the Blood DENIED that 
Louis XVI bad any RIGHT to accept 
a Constitution which gave up the rights 
of the Clergy and the Noblesse ; that 
gave up any "of their rights, their tythes, 
their church-lands, or their feudal titles, 
privileges, or powers. These two Or- 
ders, therefore, might with perfect con- 
sistency, have charged you with having 
violated your pledge to them, even as 
things stood ; and, at any rate, they had 
a right to demand of you to do every 
thing in your power to smooth the way 
for their restoration, your own having 
been effected. To have done less than 
you did, must have exposed you ta the 
execration of these Orders and to the 
contempt of mankind ; and yet you did 
a great deal too much to make your Riga 
bearable to the pe6pfo of France* 

Thus, Sir, in the best defence of your 
conduct, is found' the proof that it waa 
impossible for you to reign in France, 
and also the proof, that your family never 
can, except for a short 'time,. and that, 
too, by the aid of a foreign force, reign . 
io that country. The present .French 
are not only unlike tbcFrenchof 1787, but . 
they are. precisely the opposite". They 
are of a new character. Their manners^ 
their habits, their m hid s, all are changed* 



ta tbeifc. title*. a*d donuuu? rested. upamLXhey never. *tfffa4* jr«tuW*k*-' To* 
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tnnre put upon tBe throne while a foreign 
fivpe was stationed in the capital ; ami, 
tte* moment they had am opportunity 
tfcey expelled: ypu\ If, however,, then 
could have bees any* doubt* upon this 
subject before} there: can be none now, 
H there were: any* persons weak enough 
ta believe; that it was possible for you to 
Return without the Noblesse and the 
Clergy* that belief must now* be' at an 
jnid; anoY„ therefore, it* appears very clear 



it was befbte. The principles they bavf ~ ' 
to contend against are precisely the same. 
But the people of . France* arc now in 
actual possession of the fair fruits of those - 
principles. They are a changed people. 
Their state is prosperous. Beggary,* 
poverty, servility, have been banished 
from their soil. Those who have travel* 
led through France to witness the de- 
struction and misery, occasioned by tbe 
revolution* have returned and- told us f 



tm me>, that any war* which* sjiall' have J that they^ctmid find no haces of eith**; 
jDUt restoration* or that of any part of I They have found healthy, decent, happy 



TOirrfainily, in. view; can* produce nothing 
tot misery; apwastefotn^oneyand a. waste 
©flivey. 

Te* make war upou France for the 

change her 
oagint; no 
sfc enough 
what- other 
igamst her. 
iggressioivsi 
>f greatness 
dded that 
o\ of man, 
rrors. He, 
be wings of 
every conbV 
las returned 
h and to tbe 
men;, whom 



toe ha e now- called to bis councils are the 
yery mentor* the' survivors* of therov at 
feast, who- founded the* Republic; who 
bruit all government upon the sovereignty 
flf tljc v people r who .declared* t baft ruler* 
werrmadc' for nations;, and- not nations 
far niters ; . who- insisted, that all- taxes 
were robberies; unless proceeding: from 
tfte^peopte's consent, and who rejected 
with- indignation the doctrine, that birth 
VntUout merit- constituted a claim" to 
superiority; except* for the- sa^e of the 
public good- hereditary succession was 
thought necessary to" the chief of the 



proprietors^ where they formerly saw 
squalid and ragged slaves. "From 
"Dieppe to Montpellibr " saya- 
Mr; Brft-K^ECK, ." we saw not one of 
" those poor famished lookin&creatures. 
" who are to be seen in every parish, I 
"'had almost said^ on every farm, in 
" England. " All, we are told, bears 
the marks of morality, plenty, and bap-, 
pines* ; and, when he asked " what had 
"become of the old miserable peasantry" 
be was told that they disappeared witbr 
the fendal rights and the ancient regime. 
This state of things, therefore, renders 
the example of Fn'mce infinitely more 
formidable than ever to t!;ose r if there be 
any sueh, wjro are; fur whatever reasons, 
afraid of the effects of that example. 
I am crKife ready to acknowledge thisi 
fcut, who will attempt to- justify a war 
against France; lest the contagion of her 
principles; lest the contagion of her free* 
don> and her happiness^ should extend 
itself beyonfd her geographical limits 1 
For years past we are' told, by those who * 
had contended for war against her prin- 
ciples, that now her principles -'were no* 
longer to be dreaded,; seeing that she 
result of them was carnage* and miserv. 
But, no sooner do events enable us to* 
see for ourselves than* we find ^ that,- 
while she was carrying her victorious 
arms to every capital* on Ibe* comlnenV 



state? Iftoes© were the- principles of the she was flourishing' at home amidst* tFie 
£on*titu*ion' wfcich* youpuuferttfnate* bro- the < imprcvingiarts • of -peace. In these" 
Jlie* accepted. Anil- tiiase~arc the priii- Lfacts,i which- \ritt 'daily- become" more 
eiplettrporr«whiQh Nafrolcon> now reigns. I and' more notorious?, ukler and wider 
A^inl70i,b^disavo^,iiitheritpstexpik'it t spread^, these- is, I must- confess, cause, 
mattqci? alb views of foreign conquest, 'and very ample caa&e; for tyrants to hate 



ytstessv first- attacked.' I would* hope, for 
Jhe* sa^e* of my; country,, thaf- another 
crusade- agaitfst Jacobinism is- nnt» now 
4$o',»t to> begin \ and/ vet;* I"« most say, 
\&&t4ftar; ; 

I^^tis- to" be begnn> however; the cause 
A^e^criisarJersi^fa*xnore hopeless than 



France, and- to wishr to* urge'War Against " 
her-' to avoid a communication*; with her 
.people: Kut,. for thaMrery reason* it U 
the duty of every friend* of freetfom -to fc 
endeavour to prevent snch 4 war/ 

Iaro, &c,,U; W.COBCETf. 
\4prilyklh, l&\o 
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The Regent's B^essac*. 

Contrary to general expectation ; Contrary 
at least to the war-breathing and sanguis 
ary wishes of the conductors of ourCossack 

Swspapef*; contrary to the views of 
$ numerous herd of public contractors ; 
contrary to the anxious desires of naval 
and military promotion hunters ; but ex- 
tremely consolatory to my mind, and, 1 
trust, to the minds of all those who sin- 
cerely love their country, and wish the 
happiness of the human race ; the Prince 
Regent** Message to Parliament is not 
a Declaration of War against France, 
either for the overthrew of Napoleon, or 
restoration of the Bourbons. — The follow- 
ing is a copy: — George P..R+ The 
4 ' Prince Regent, acting in the name and 
" ou the behalf of his Majesty, thinks 
" it right to inform the House of Com 
" mons, that the events which have re- 
" cently occurred in France, in direct 
" contravention of the engagements con- 

* eluded with the Allied Powers, at Paris, 
*\ in the month of April last, and which 
" threaten consequences highly dange- 
*' rous tq the tranquillity and independ- 
41 ence of Europe, have induced bis 
" Royal Highness to give directions for 
" the augmentation of his Majesty's land 
" and aea forces.— The Prince Regent 
" has likewise deemed it incumbent upon 
'* him, to lose no time in entering into 
" communications with his Majesty's Al- 
'* lies, for the purpose of forming such 
" a concert as may most effectually pro- 

*' Vide FOR THE GENERAL AND PER. 
u MANENT SECURITY OF EUROPE. 

**,And his Royal Highness confidently 
" relies, on the support of the House of 

* Commons, in all measures which. may 
" be necessary for the accomplishment of 
" this important object."— The effect 
which this moderate language has al- 
ready bad, upon our infamous newspaper 
prissy forms, indeed, a striking contrast 
|0 the outrageous abuse, with which it 
has teemed, ever since the return of Na- 
poleon, particidaily since the famous de- 
claration of the Allies of the 13th ult. 
which; from its extraordinary complex- 
ion, I was, at first, inclined to consider 
a forgery ; but which, I am not sorry to 
find, was really put forth by the minis- 
ters of the crowned heads, assembled at 
Vienna. As the publication of this, de- 
claration is likely jfco produce some im* 
Dortant changes at home, in the event 
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I of our not going to war with France, 
or iu that country, if we should b* 
so unwise as to renew the contest^ 
and as it may be necessary to refer 
to it in future discussions, I have annex* 
ed a copy of it to this article. To me it 
appears to savour the doctrine of assassi- 
nation ; but I may be wrong in this opinion, 
Ministers have disclaimed this con&truor 
tion of it, and I am willing to give them, 
credit fy$ the diselaimatioa. In the Timet 
and Courier, however, the writers of these 
detestable papers have the audacity to 
tell their readers, in direct opposition Uf 
the disavowal of ministeis, that it waa; 
the intention of the Allies to give Napo- 
leon up to the dagger of the assassin.— 
Even so m|e as the 6th init. the Courier 
speaks of the Declaration as a measure by 
wbich the sovereigns of Europe have 
" put him (Napoleon) out of the pale of 
" the law, and set a Cain mark upon 
" him." - No language can be plaine* 
than this. The denunciation upon Cau% 
the murderer of his brother, as recorded 
in the Bible, was," a fugitive and a va- 
" gabond shalt thou- be on the earth;" 
which Cain immediately interpreted thus, 
— *< And it shall come to pass, that every 
" one that findetb me shall slay nus ."— . 
It would seem, notwithstanding the atro- 
city wbich this man had been guilty o£ 
that it was not intended he should be put 
to death, without some form of law; 
therefore a mark was put upon his fore* 
head, " lest any finding him should kilt 
'< him/' But the Courier tell us that the 
allies have put Napoleon "out of the pah 
" of the law";. which can have no other 
meaning than that he should be put to 
death without trial by any one who.cboosea 
to become his assassin ; and that there are 
people ready to perform this very honora- 
ble deed, is pretty evident from the man* 
ner in which the doctrine of assassination 
is dismissed in, what is called, the free 
press of this virtuous, this moral, this 
religious country. — A mongst the innumer- 
able falsehoods that have lately been pro- 
pagate^ by the meu of biood> to excite 
a new war against France, I am glad to 
find one of these pointedly contradieted 
by Ministers which encouraged the belief 
that " there was a secret article in the 
" treaty of Paris, by which this country 
"..became bound to support Louis XVIIl t 
"Hi case of insurrection in France." 
This has been formally and officially con> 
transited in both, {loupes of Va4iam*at % 
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What then can # those advocates for per- 
tierual war now* say. v when they find their 
fcvouTite* project* a* civil* war? an insur- 
rection' against*Napoleon's> Government, 
so sooft' blown** into air V One would have 
thought that the** miserable termination of 
the»La" Vendee war in 1792* would ha. ^ 
taugbt r these*men'the folly of relying on 
*0*rotteti * a foundation; ^ We are* every 
day told that Napoleon is a monster and 
si despot, 4 and that he cares- no* more* for 
the -people * of* France than-: to* make 
them < the*- tools k < to : serve * his * private 
ends, and promote his ambitious project si 
But* let* those who- hold- him* up in: this 
fighi;* recollect • the'* magnanimity^ ofr his 
conduct;' when* he abdicated "the 1 throne 
of France, *and consented to be an exile, 
talher than allow 1 one* drop<* of French 
blood to be" shed for his personal" rights. 
— Let s them <■ reirtember this unparalleled 
instance of magnanimity, and let* them 
compare it with * their * own endeavours 
to create* a civil war in France, in sup- 
port^ an uunatttral claini* to the crown 
agein^t- the -unanimous* suffrage of tlie 
whole- pedple. * If; they * are -capable - at 
il^ of feeling repugnance, for error, this 
comparison would make them blnsh for* 
ttteir? infamous »• conduct, aud. bide their 
lnfchv in -silence for ever. *- 

DfiCHARATION. 

v Tfie r Powerr * who * have signed the* 
Treaty of Parish assembled at the Con- 
gress; at* Vienna, being, informed of the 
escape i of. Napoebon* Bonaparte, 
tud of- iuV- entrance into France with an 
armed force/, owe.k to their, own vdijnity 
tifd.th&interesfcof social- orders to^make 
tf solemn* declarations of> the? sentiments 
tf hieh* this*eveirtt has> excited ?iu* them* 
By thus> breaking r.the-eonreotioni which 
bat- established? him^ in: theV island* of 
£H>a> Bonaparte* destroys! the. only degaJ 
tiHt ortia^cJi.bisv existence* depended*— 
by:»£pjsmngi aga^u ini France! with -pro- 
jects of- c«ifnsion? and* disorder;* he 1 - has 
itpjire(HttOiself'of the 'protect ion of the 
|a*W^ and has manifested to* tlie universe, 
that ibetfexan (ie uekherpencanor trtrco 
jtfthft him> . The* Powers* consequently 
declare, that' Tsapolean Boaaf artel has 
placed* himself * without .the pale^of civil 
add social relations; andr that* as 
stt enemy and- draiurber of - the? trail* 
fjuiltity of ^ the world* hei has "rendered 
^asWfV liabler to- public* vengeance. 



They declare at the same time, that firmly 
resolved to maintain entire the Treaty of : 
Paris of 30th May, 1814, and the dispo- 
sitions' sanctioned by that Treaty, and 
those which they have resolved on, or 
shall hereafter resolve on; to complete / 
and to consolidate it, they will employ 
all their means, and will unite all their 
efforts ; that the general peace, the ob- 
ject of the wishes of Europe, and the 
constant purpose of their la bours, may 
not again be troubled ; and to guarantee 
against etety attempt which shall threaten 
to rcplunge'the world into the disorders 
and miseries of revolutions. And al- 
though entirely persuaded that all France, 
rallying round its legitimate Sovereign,' 
will immediately annihilate this last at- 
tempt of* a criminal' and impotent deli- 
rium r all the Sovereigns of Europe ani- 
mated by tire same sentiments, and guid* 
cdby the same principles, declare that if, - 
contrary- to* all calculations, there should 
resutt- from* tbis> event any real danger, 
tbey will be ready to give to the King of 
France, and to the. French nation, or to. 
any other Government that shall be at- 
tacked,, as soonv as^thcy* shall be called, 
upon, all the assistance requisite to, re-, 
store* public tranquillity,, and to make a 
common cause against: all: those who 
should undertake to compromise it:' The. 
present Declaration inserted* in tbe. Re- 
gister of the* Congress assembled^ at Vi- 
enna, on the* 13th March; 1815,. shall be • 
made public. Done and attested: by the 
Plenlpotentiarierof the High Powers who 
sigaecMhe Treaty of Paris, Vienna;- 13th. 
MarcVl&lS. 

Here follow the signatures; in the al- 
phabetical order of the Courts : - 

Austria. — Prince** Meitcrnich^ liaron^ 
Wissenberg. 

France.— Prince Talleyrand, the- &ukez 
of D&tberg, Latour du Pin,- Count: 
Alexis and Availles. 

Great* HTitAitk%~l1 r tllington 9 '" Cfon<arly r 
Catheart^ Sttimrt. 

•PdAugal.'-Ctwwf P ahull d Sal* onha Lois* 

Prussia* Prince- Hardeibtrg, Bane* 

ihimbcldt: 

Russia>~*Cr<Wfif\> Rantmowskj/, CSuxt 
Slaeekelberg/ Caunt- Ke&tlrode. • 

Spain; — Pi' Gomez- Labrador. * 

§w*dw+-J*a/menAclM, 
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ON MLIGIOUS PKRSECimON. 

LBTTKR ▼III. * 

* We do not pretend to destroy error by force ■ml 

** violence." 
Discourse of the Clergy of France to Louis- 13th. 

Miraband* in his System de la Nuivfe. 
Which may be considered the Bible of 
Materialism, bays, that " Preists unceas^ 
" iugly repeal, *it is pride, vanity, and 
" the desire of distinguishing himself from 
w the generality of mankind, that detci- 
v * mines man to incredulity. In this they 
" net tike the great, who tieat all those as 

* insclcnt who refuse to cringe before 
" them.* Would not every rational man 
" have a right to ask a Priest— Where 
" is thy superiority in matters of rcason- 
•* ing !— V iiitt motives can I have to sub- 
" mit my reason to thy delirium?— On 
•• the other hand, may it not be said to 
•• the deity, that it is Interest that 
" mak.o litem pitc^ts; that it is Interest 
" v» hill) renders them • btologians ; that 
44 it is r.\e interest ot their pride, of their 
•* avarice, irud-then >y.»tems. of uh<ch 

* they alone reap »he hemihi." — h is a 
great misfortune thu the bulk of Man- 
kind can aeltioni give those persons cre- 
dit far x urtue or s mcents who»e opinions 
aje much <»pj <-eu to their own. — tcrmy 
parr, (a* a primitive Christian) i ^m a 
decioed eneniy to an ordei oi tuei) called 
/Vu*f>,betause I am conviu ed that Jesus 
^as i'A> aeusib.c a person to have invent- 
ed, or encouraged, iu the slightest degree, 
in institution *»<► pregnant with Calami- 
ty to tlie Oburch of God as that of Priest- 
craft:— And though 1 think that the Sys- 
tems, of l'ehgion mibt in vogue at 
present « ought » to be. denominated 
4 J iic*Uanit# t instead < of Christianity, 
I anx by no means so illiberal as to assert 
thfcU all priests aie hypocrites. 1 am 
seriousiy | er&naded that numbers of 
them* take- up their tn\ce - entirely 
through* *eaL and enthusiasm in the 
cause- of Chn»l*) and *ith<the sole view 
to* the- salvation of souU, by. bringing 
jLhem within- the pale.of their conveiuule;. 
r Jhu» r to be- sun, i» mu&t applicable to 
,tfx& dUseuting intercut; fur liuviug,* iu 

t£e. days of my youth, been -a fanatic, 
and a preacher ¥a.oug tneiu, 1 ought to 
Le: acquainted vuth -some ol the motive', 
that influence tilth conduct' With 
£ej,ard tor me Stale religion, its minister* 
4re brought up. to it m a more trades- 
frtuhkr maimer, and . axe not "likely to 



be so sincere and serious as those who 
are induced to officiate through the 
impulse of their own feelings, which is 
commonly termed " a call of God* 
If a nobleman or gentleman has several 
sons, the principal part of his fortune* 
goes to the eldest, and the remainder 
niust fleece the public in the character 
of a priest, a soldier, or a legalized pick* 
pocket. How many a young man is 
brought up to the trade of a priest with- 
out having the least taste for.tbe craft, 
. or a single* serious view ; yet, before he 
can be admitted into the exercise of his 
business, he is obliged to make a false 
oath, and swear he is moved by the 
Holy Ghost to take thatofhee upon hinv 
when he Ought rather to say, " I am 
moved by the spirit" of emolument ."— 
Hut even these kind of men, unless they 
are thinkers, are not - always hypo- 
crites. Though they do not' act up te 
live character of a spiritual christian, 
their education h<»s led them to believe 
in the truth of their religion.— I am aware < 
that thousands of them do not credit 
what they preach, because the studies of 
many learned men have the unfortunate 
tendency of leading them to scepticism; 
but I will 4*e hold to assert, that the 
bulk of them irrmly believe their religicn 
to be genuine and authentic, and thht 
some Jew have that warm interest in their 
system which is called piety. 

Esoferical and exoterical doctrines, are 
not so much in use now, as they were 
among the ancients, who inculcated su- 
perstition only among the lower orders, 
while they initiated every enlightened 
person into the pure and simple precepts 
of Nature. But with us there are thou- 
sands of accomplished scholars, and per- 
sons of rank, who still retain the pre- 
judices of education, it being no part 
of our civil or religious polity, to free 
them from these shackles. I am willing 
to admit, what Mhabund says of the 
Priests, that their interest must necessa- 
rily attach them to systems from which 
they reap so much benefit. We all 
know that nothing is more than interest* 
calculated to entrap us. But how we^k 
is v their ' argument, when they assert, 
that it is pKtde, vanity, and a desire of 
distinguishing themselves from their fel- 
low creatures, that determines them to 
infidelity.-— I should like to be informed 
what, advantage any man has gained, by 
being a .professed unbeliever.? Or, whe- 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



'43fr] 



POLITICAL REGISTER.— On Religious Persecution. 



[4M 



thcr the acknowledgement of such sen- 
timents has not always been attended 
with certain loss, and caused the indi- 
vidual to be viewed with horror and sus- 
picion, by the ignorant and narrow 
minded, who form the mass of society ; 
besides being persecuted by the Priests 
and all fanatical bigots. A man can only 
be credulous, or abound in faith, or incre- 
dulous, and be a sceptic,according as those 
things which are proposed for his belief 
strike his understanding, over wbicb he 
has no command ; he must submit to be 
guided by the impressions it receives, 
whether strong or weak, right or wrong. 
lit*, is much more likely to be governed 
by ambition, pride, vanity, ostentation, 
and sordid avarice, when he puts on the 
garb of religion, (so current a commo- 
dity with the world in generat,) than if 
Ije confessed himself an infidel, which 
would immediately raise the public voice 
against him, and cause him to be looked 
upon as a bad man, who, wanting faith 
in incomprehensible* and iocrcclibles. 
could not possibly possess good morals, 
or be a worthy member of society. The 
ignorant, bigot ted, and superstitious, are 
many ; the enlightened, rational, and 
sceptical, very few, and those few often 
concealed. The stimulus to action must 
therefore be on the side of the hypocri- 
tical religious, rather than on that of the 
ostentatious Deist. But I cannot, easily 
believe that there are any persons who 
liave faith and profess infidelity, because 
I can see so few cases where a person 
would have an interest in so doing. No- 
thing is more absurd than to think people 
cannot be sincere in the opinions they 
professy merely because they appear 
monstrous or ridiculous to us. Such is 
the effect of education, habit, situation, 
and circumstwees, that I can credit the 
superstition even of learned Bishops, and 
<minent Philosophers; and such is the 
force of human reason, when once the 
mind is set free, that 1 can equally give 
credence to its arrival at the speculations 
of Deism, the doubts of Scepticism, and 
even the cold and cheerless decisions of 
Materialism (so unflattering to self) With 
the same implicit sincerity as the dying 
Christian, or Mabomedan, yields his soul 
into the hands of his Maker. — The reason 
why I have said thus much of the Priest- 
hood, without coming to Religious Per- 
secution, my favourite theme, is that I 
consider tfrt spirit of persecution to have 



emanated from Priestcraft If in the 
present instance, therefore, I labour more 
in developing the cause, than in describ- 
ing the effect, I trust I shall be considered 
as still supporting the title I am writing 
under, which I deem equally compre- 
hensive with that of toleration, upon' 
which entire treatises have been published* 

The Priesthood of every Sec-t promul- 
gate dogmas, which they assert are es- 
sentially necessary to be believed by those 
who wish to obtain salvation. They 
shew some ancient traditions, which they 
tell us are infallible, and were written by 
divine inspiration ; that they are the 
words of eternal truth ; and that if we 
cannot enthusiastically believe every iota 
of them, we shall be consigned to ever- 
lasting damnation. 

In consequence of these doctrines, the 
nurse begins to impress certain notions oq 
our memory the moment we can talk; 
next the school-manter confining them 
through the medium of a catechism, 
whereby we are asked certain questions 
(the wisdom or absurdity of whjch our 
infantine capacities are not capable of 
comprehending) and answers are put into 
our mouths, ready cut and cootrired. 
These, by constant recapitulation, ?re 
deeply imprinted on our minds, and we 
believe them the dictates of reason and 
truth. — Then comes the Priest, who puts 
his seal to the statement, already writeq 
upon the blank sheet of our youthful on: 
derstandings; inforces, with a particular 
emphasis, those ideas which have previ- 
ously been infused in the mind; and in-, 
spires us with a peculiar reverence for 
sacerdotal orTce. Having been brought 
to this trade, like other men to their re- 
spective avocations, he works upon tfre ig- 
norant and superstitious with the s^ame 
facility that the skilful m us 'can 
piays upon a well tuned instrument. 
We aie instructed by him to read certain 
books and to believe implicitly every 
word they contain ; to study them witK 
a view to applaud and adore the mat- 
ters they treat of; and we are terrified 
at the. infamy with which those are 
branded who are so unfortunate as to 
doubt or disrespect any thing mentioned 
in those books, or that is uttered by the 
priest. We are honored up by the horrid 
sentence of an eternal roasting, if we 
>hould die without being able to believe 
u those points, which our priest says are 
requisite to procure us a pass-port {o tfe 
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mansion of Miss. Hf carefuily conceals 
from our knowledge every thing likel 
to bring his calling into discredit; or t- 
injure the profits of his craft}* We tliw 
grow up, bigotted to a variety of opinions 
adopted without examination, and which 
we have no better ground for ercditlcg 
t&ao that we have been told Xhe\ 
are correct, and that otir friends and 
those around us think as we do. \Xc 
are taught to refuse the evidence ol 
our sen>es, to give up our reason as an 
unfaithful guide, and blindly to conform 
ourselves to the mandates of our spiri 
trial director, whose interest it is to con- 
tinue us in these errors, of which he only 
reaps the advantage. 

KR4SMUS PERKfNS. 



Mr. Cobbktt,— lhe infamy of the 
*i Times'' newspaper needs not any fur- 
ther ilkfstration than what has been given 
to it by h variety of your able correspond- 
ents, iu addition to your own invaluable 
eft'trtsiu the giorions cause of exposing 
public delusion, and attempting to de- 
stroy that credulity of our countrymen 
which renders them the perpetual dupes 
of any one who will attempt that species 
of oVeepfion; which is now almost pro- 
verbial with the conductors of our daily 
press. But there is one palpable contra- 
<H«tion to it a elf, which will, perhaps, 
cstfe'e even sotue of ite readers to blu>h 
strike confidence they repose in it, when 
they gee- the wretched prevarication and 
contemptible doublc-deuiing it is obliged 
tdrrosoYt to; to give its rhapsodies even 
an tdeat-plausibjlity. 
« Y'cm« Jiaves doubtless perceived. Sir, 
fJi'at the editor of the Times, constantly 
asserted; that* the people never were in 
favour of Napoleon ; that they detested 
Jtfnr; that the movements had all origi- 
nated with- a- tew discontented indivi- 
duals, and thaf' this was* the truth, the 
Editor pledged- his veracity, r (no great, 
ffek to be sure f) Notw^lhstanding,all ( lhis 
BonapaTtebarreascended his throne— not 
a shot being tired in opposition to either 
himself, or hia pretensions. And yet 
aitthhr has happened in direct oppositr- 
on td the mass of the* population of 
FraHee; Very well, flow- let' us look 
ar lhe other side. A few, confessedly, 
assert I be claims of Louis, in the- South 
^France. Ihis is immediately exalted 
iWo>av proof, that the population^ or a 
,l#q^proj)ortkaof ihem, are in tavour of 



Louis, and we are called upon to 
consider this trifling coterie of the 
friends of parental sovereignty, as the 
nation of France. " Oh, it* is quite 
" impossible (says the Times) but that 
*' there must be a great many that are 
" devoted to the parental government of 
" Louis." . And this treat number <lkt 
absolutely nothing at the only time whenr 
hny thing could be done. Unattended by 
tin armed force that deserves any conside- 
ration in a country like France,* the Em- 
peror reached his capital without any 
molestation? yet this we are told is na 
proof hi? was wished-for by tbe people. 
The air resounds with general acclamati- 
ons and 'tis merely the cry of the rabble. 
But when the real rabble begin to cry out 
on their side, tlierr feeble cries are the 
voice of (he nation, forsooth! and we 
are not to look in the capital of France 
for the voice of the people, but in the 
obscure retreats, which aro" the* patri- 
mony of those who are interested in rais- 
ing the delusive hope of effectual resist- 
ance. I am, <&c. JuvSNis*- 

TEACE OR WAR? 
U tlten rov Country so perversely Mind, 
To what experience ramt have taught mankind ? 
To what bvr welfare dictates as to date, 
Without just cause, plunge madly into War; 
Will she unsheath her bloodstain'd sword again* 
And swell the dreadful 1st of Engl .aid's slai*S 
Because a nation, to the World ho* shewn* 
Its right to hurl a sov'reign from tba throne, 
IUisVJ to the dung'rous height, by foreign choice* 
By foreign arms, against the people's voice ; 
Because they've placed the sceptre in the hand 
Of one, they think mr.re worthy to command I 
In such a cause, will England wreck her fame. 
For ever lose her once-respected name ; 
That name, which made despotic monarehs fear,. 
/ Ami which to Britons, should be always dear. 
; No ! if one spark of honour yet remains, 
f Tf British blood still flows within our veins, 
If love of country still can warm the heart,, 
From Us pare dHatcs let us not depart ; 
Let us not headlong on destruction run. 
Bur keep tiioso laurels, w* have nobly, wow* 
Does noUhe' precipice, orpwhich wr stand* * 
Appal the hetfts of those, who rule tho land ? 
Do they not know, Ke for* alone can s*ve 
This hapless/ linking country, from tbc^ravt^ 
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That she most bend beneath a foreign yoke* < 

If by ComauPTioN, her proud spirit's broke $ 
Or, that her sons, to desperation dri?*n, 
Will seek, by force, those rights by Charter gW'n ? 
Who could extinguish then the dreadful flame ? 
Who the wild spirit of the People tame? 
From fatal blindness let us now aw jke, 
When all (lint's dear to Britons is at stake ; 
Tift us the prorTer'd olive-branch receive, 
And ky Reform, our UrnisVd name retrieve; 
by War we are to certain ruia huiTd, 
&iifgrac*d, dcspii'tl, uu pitied by the world. 
Buckinghamshire. Amor Patm*. 

Retrenchment and Reform. 

Mr. Cobbett. — The gross mis- ma- 
nagement .of the political concerns of the 
United Kingdom of Great Britain, seems 
to bave acquired a sort of sanction from 
habit, so that all animadversion on the 
subject is deemed hackneyed, is regarded 
as a story too often told to interest fur- 
ther attention. But, Sir, you know very 
tvdl, thai the axioms of morals are not 
less steady in their influence than those 
of ptfysics, and that if it be, physically 
impossible to render unequal means ade- 
quate to given ends, so is it alike imprac- 
ticable to pursue ruinous courses of con- 
duct, without ultimately incurring the 
inevitable ruin, attending such moral ne- 
cessity. Is not, therefore, the scheme of 
expending, national treasure at the rate 
planned by the British Government, so 
widely' unequal to the resources of the 
country, that it must, sootier or later, in- 
duce- unavoidable ruin ? Can the indi- 
vidual, having five hundred pounds a 
vear, afford to expend at the rate of five 
thousand? Would he who could be at 
once so profligate and entertain . an idea 
of lasting solvency, he deemed compo*- 
mentisl Would not the Lord Chancellor 
of these realms, on application for that 
purpose,* issue a decree of lunacy against 
the person who would attempt to vindi- 
cate such an insane procedure! If small 
things then may be compared with great, 
what a dwarfish case of wasteful and wild 
expenditure is this, compared with what 
is gravely, is indeed legislatively, done 
and doing by the exis,ti{ig mode of Go- 
vernment ? To provide, for the exigen- 
cies of, the day, without regarding .the 
tremendous workings of a debt that can- 



not be seriously contemplated without 
hopeUss dismay, seems to form the grand 
object of the parliamentary session. — The 
representative interests of the country 
would appear to be confined to autho- 
rising schemes of finance of an almost un- 
bounded extent, and of course, fraught 
with the eveutual ruin of the people. To 
speak of the extravagant wasting of pub- 
lic money, of the corrupt purposes for 
which it is expended, and the grinding 
system of taxation by which it is fur. 
nished, is now become so very trite, so 
tamely common place, that it makes but 
little more impression on our " thinking 
" people" (as they have been phrased) 
than the usual cursory remarks on the 
prevailing weather. What is all this 
setiscless apathy, this base supineness; 
this stupid direlictiou of public spirit 
owing to] To say that we are degene- 
rated, is a simple affirmation of an 
undeniable fact; but it would be impor- 
tant to state the cause of the degeneracy, 
for the purpose of retracing our wayward 
steps, that some chauce may be afforded 
of the British Isles being, once again 
inhabited by Britons ; that is to say, by 
a people worthy of those, who by manli- 
ness, simplicity, courage, aud wisdom, 
acquired the renown that raised and es- 
tablished the British name and character. 
This luckless degeneracy has for {fro 
most part grown out of the miserable tax- 
ing system, and the consequent unbluth* 
ing dissipation of public money for ends 
and objects, at irreconcilable variance 
with the constitutional laws and liberties 
of the land. Money is a powerful eiH 
gine of corruption, and the immense sums 
that have been wrung from the la- 
bours, and from the necessities even, of 
the people have been audaciously em- 
ployed in purchasing, pensioning, and 
enslaving a large portion of the political 
independence of the country. 

No character is so despicable, either 
in self estimation or in public opinion, as 
the person who accepts a pecuniary con- 
sideration for indefinite services. In na-t 
tive and in honourable feeling, the Galley 
slant vs a magnanimous being, compared 
to such, a revolting wretch. The sen- 
tenced slave, has his person only fastened 
to the Galley, whilst his.mind may be as 
free as the air he-breathes, and alive to 
every just and' generous, sentiment that 
constitutes the genuine^ pride> and orna- 
ment .of human existence ; but the bought 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



441} 



APRIL 8, 1815.— 'Retrenchment and Reform. 



[442 



and sold parasite, the dangler after pelf 
at the expence of all morality, possesses 
not a feeling but what degrades him be- 
neath the beast of the field, and marks 
him out as an object of universal disdain 

• and contempt. How is this annihilating 
degeneracy to be reclaimed ? You, Sir, 
have often answered the question, and if 

•your admonition bad been adopted/ this 
country would have been at the present 
moment, at once the model and envy of 
the civilized world. You, Sir, have re- 
peatedly said, that an unrestrained li- 
berty of the press, a real annual represen- 
j tat ion of the people in parliament, with 
such retrenchment and economy in the 
national expenditure, as would supersede 
all necessity for burthensome taxation, 
would strike the hydra evil at its very 
source, would regenerate our fallen state, 
and cause our once happy nation, Phoe- 
nix-like, to emerge from the ashes of its 
own destruction, into resuscitated purity, 
vigour, and prosperity. — Why then is not 
. tkis remedy tried? Can there be any risk 
. ia tile experiment I America has furnish- 
. ed a convincing proof of the beneficial 
effects of an unshackled press. It is, 
indeed, true, that it prints a great deal of 
falsehood ; but then it i%\%q fearlessly tells 
thte whole truth, which infinitely counter- 

• balance* and destroys the influence of 
what is false. It is the liberty to publish 

- the false, and the restriction imposed on 
■ making known what is true, that do • all 

the mischief. Mr. Sheridan once affirmed 
in the British House of Commons, that 
with the aid of zfree press, he would defy 
whatever fleets and armies, state in- 
-triguers, spies, parasites, and traduce rs, 

- that* might be marshalled against him ; 
t with that weapon tdene, he would repel 
. them all, would strip them of their ima- 

* ginary power, ; and triumphantly hold 
:• them up to jnerited derision and execra- 
. tion t By a*re<rf and an annual represen- 

* tatioa * all the sham work and foolish 
t mockery of a wise institution would be 

avoided, whilst the shortness of the sit- 
. ting would soon repossess the 'electors of 

- that suffrage which they would take care 
. to confide where it would not be likely to 
\ be abused. By this only wise and poli- 
tic mode of procedure, an incessant check 
would be imposed on the representative, 
and the represented would be always able 
to correct ihe faults of representation. 
The'Srkisb Constitution has provided this 

^guardian principle of political justice* 



and authorises its application ; but Bri- 
tish apathy and corruption have at least 
suspended, if not annulled this sacred 
privilege. If this master right were 
fully resumed, corruption, in all its forms 
and degrees, would soon shrink out of 
sight, and quickly cease under its bene- 
ficial influence ; and without it no radi- 
cal or lasting amendment can be effected. 
— Retrenchment means lopping off use- 
less places, pensions, and emoluments, 
as the morbid excrescences of a corrupt 
and vitiating Government. The labourer 
is, indeed, worthy of his hire, but there 
should be no worthless hirelings for si- 
nister purposes. The indispensable of- 
fices of Government should be frugally 
filled, and the most rigid economy should 
he observed in every department of the 
Stale. A system of Government founded 
on public justice and economy, will sus- 
tain itself by its own importance to the 
people. It becomes at once the basis of 
social order and of all public and private, 
virtue. It will therefore be invulnerably 
secure ; the shafts of falsehood will not 
reach it, whilst the purity of truth wiM 
imperishabry establish it. The American P 
Qovernmefit has this sort of moral secu* 
rity, and will continue to have it as long? 
as it shall retain its present equitable and 
enlightened system of legislation. Its in- 
trinsic worth* will be its stable support,, 
and all the powers on earth will not be! 
able to overthrow it whilst it remains truej 
to the sacred principles of freedom on] 
which it is bottomed. Let the decrepidj 
the mutilated, and debased parent re] 
ceive wholesome instruction from its off* 
spring. Let America, in all its youth andj [ 
vigour of legislative wisdom, admonish;: 
the councils of the British Government 
to unshackle the press, to give truth an? 
unlimited imprimature, to be real in iti 
representation, to be annual only in ittf 
legislative confidence, to -abolish all use4 
less expences, to be economical in all the! 
out-goings of the State, to bring taxation 
within the moderate and natural limits 
prescribed by. the unavoidable disburse* 
ments of Government. Then, indeed, 
and not till then, will the political condi- 
tion of the British realms be regenerated 
and become worthy of her American sons, 
whose inimitable "greatness,* however, it 
must he confessed, origiuated from -a 
virtuous abandenmenttof British degenc* 
jl ay. 

4 Trub BjUTOit. 
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No War with France. 



Mr. Cobbett. — It is with pleasure 
I seethe praiseworthy and patriotic exer- 
tions you are making to avert that dread- 
ful evil, at this eventful crisis, a war with 
Framie to reinstate hereditary imbecility 
on the throne of that fine country. 1 
trust yonr endeavours will prove success- 
ful Surely the evils that have befallen 
this country, during one and twenty years 
of war, will leach our ministers modera- 
tion, and prevent them from madly 
rushing into a war, for the express pur- 
pose of placing upon the throne of France 
a man, who has no other title to it, than 
the proud claim of legitimacy. They 
have uot, now the fallacious pretext to 
justify themselves, that the people of 
France are sighing for the " paternal 
" government of Louis, " or that Napo- 
leon's ambition is so unbounded, that an 
houorable or advantageous peace cannot 
be concluded with him; for he has 
declared by the advice of his council, 
4< that he will faithfully observe the 
«• treaty of Pari*. " He says; " his own 
" sentiments are contrary to that, but he 
" will wave them, as it is considered 
" advantageous for France to remain at 
"Peace,'' and he has renounced all idea 
of aggrandizement , by conquest. The 
progress of Napoleon with a small band 
of followers from Frejus to the Metro- 
polis itself nearly across the whole ter- 
ritory, is so great a manifestation of the 
national will in his behalf not only of 
soldiers, but likewise of the people, that 
it must be allowed* if ever man was cal- 
ed to the throne by the voice of a nation 
that man is Bonaparte Even the 
.greatest sticklers for Louis are con- 
strained to acknowledge it, and as they 
are forced to abandon the subterfuge of 
Napoleon's tyranny, they dispute the 
Fight of every -nation to choose its own 
Sovereign; a rjght which our own con- 
stitution ensures to us, and which has 
been exercised in calling our present 
Jloyal Family to the throne. -?But over- 
looking all this, and regardless of the 
consequences, it is to be feared that mi- 
nisters are .determined to renew the war, 
for the purpose of interfering in the intcr- 
, jhti affairs of France. With such pros- 
pect before us, it becomes every one 
, to take a view of tbe state of this coun^ 



try before the last war, 'aud to compare 
it with the present. Let us also compare 
the state of France at the commence- 
ment of the war with its present stmt*. 
France bad then innumerable difficulties 
to grapple with ; a civil war, an unset- 
tled government, no armies prepared (at 
war, comparatively speaking, no expert 
enced commanders to direct even those, 
armies, and her finances in a bankrupt 
state. But now all is tranquil withav 
her borders ; a man of sublime and 
peculiar energies is placed upon the 
throne, who has the confidence and ar- 
dent affections of his subjects ; numerous 
veteran soldiers, panting to be led forth to 
battle, to wipe off the disgrace which has 
been cast upon her by foreign soldiers pol- 
luting her soil and her capital with their 
presence as Conquerors, are at her com- 
mand ; also experienced Commanders 
who have risen from the ranks to exalted 
diguity solely by their merit. Her hoe*-* 
ces are in a flourishing state,- having 
scarcely any debt to coutend with. : In- 
deed in the midst of war she alone has 
prospered in every thing* England was 
plunged into a war when France- bad all* 
those evils I have- enumerated* and many 
more, to contend with, aud yet what has 
been the result) We have come worsted 
from the contest; our debt h« onor* 
mously increased, and our means of de- 
frayiug the expence* of tbe state decreas- 
ed. As that has heen the result of. toe 
last war, it cannot be doubted that worse 
will be the consequence if we madly rush 
iuto another war against human liberty. 
If we are desirous of preserving our hon- 
our, our country, our independence and 
liberties, let us attempt to stem tbe -tor- 
rent of evil and to preserve ourselves from 
a destructive war, ruinous in its tenden- 
cy, and infamous in its principle, being 
contrary to our Constitution, becanse.it 
would pe a war against Hie principles 
which placed the house of Brunswick on- 
the English Throne. Let us then implore 
the Prince Regent, that England .may not 
be made a party in war against France, 
in consequence of France v having -chang* 
ged the head of her government, by call-* 
ing Napoleon to4heihione, and e&pelbjf 
Louis XVIII. 

lYonr's, &c. 
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Hopes op Peace. 



Mb. Cobbett. — We have again been 
favored with precious specimens of the 
elegancies of the Times, which would 
only occasion a few smiles on the coun- 
tenance of taste, were it not tliat they 
have the most wicked and diabolical ten- 
dency ; were they not dictated by the 
most sordid and scandalous view ; to 
were gain arising from the blood, and 
misery of human beings ; and, were they 
toot indications of the degradation and 
vulgarity of the English character, as ex- 
hibited by the more wealthy part of the 
community. It is almost incredible, 
but it is most true, that the tlegancies 
of the Times are exactly suited to the 
Meridian of our Nabobs, our West-India 
Planters, our Gentlemen, and our Lord- 
ships. It is certain, therefore, that the 
education of our country has woefully de- 
generated, and that the generosi, the 
tngenui homines ; the viri culti, et liberate 
instUutiancs ; are no longer to be sought 
for in the higher ranks of the British pub- 
lic, since they, like dumb sows, can eat 
up all the . irtf of Billingsgate, and 
tk.Jtme** , I speak not of opinions, 
but of taste ; with opinions we should 
have no quarrel. The pen would cor- 
reetrthem. But when slavish opinions 
?m dressed m all the drabbery of the 
vilest canaille, and the little great axe 
enraptured with the whoresbr gabardine, 
honor, and taste, and virtue recoil, and 
shun the loathsome spectacle. The ef- 
forts of eloquence and literature are pal- 
sied, and retire before the tousled hag, 
the queen of 'the vulgar great. 

ButthU is not the object of this letter, 
'Sir,norhasit been suggested by the deadlv 
loathing, which any one, with a spark 
of gentlemanly policy, must experience 
.JVom the tight of the trash of the Times, 
My purpose if to speak to the probabi- 
lity of the continuance of peace in the 
present circumstances. 

I freefy confess that I have much good 
reason to expect that the nation will not 
now be plunged into war. Allow me to 
state those reasons for the consideration 
•f your readers. I. The general sentiment 
out of the augean stable of the mob that 
swallows the ordure of the Times, is not 
for the recommencement of hostilities. 
This is evident from the necessity which 
the Thue^evidently feels of an extraor- 
* binary stirring up of the .mind thatin- 



velopes it, to diffuse around its readers 
an atmosphere of foetid stink that shall 
vitiate every sense of smell and taste. It 
is an indispensable preparation,wzn with 
the loathsome insects who usually feed 
upon, and live iu, its muck and eitiuvia* 
The people, generally, with a vague 
stare, observe, " I suppose we must go 
" to war ; but, if we do, we are ruined.* 
This is the common language. Those 
who are thus persuaded have little need, 
iu order to entertain right apprehensions, 
except to examine the word must. Wh^ 
must we? Is it because Bonaparte wiTj 
have it so? Of this, there U not the • 
least proof. Let them consider this, and 
they will serve their country. Men as 
.they are, they will not be effectually op- 
posed by veriain and the Times. Whv 
must wet Is it because toe will have it 
so ? Aye, that is the true question. Will 
you, then, have it so ? Why / Give * 
reason. You have not the face to utter 
it, for you must say that it is for Louis, 
or against Bonaparte. You dare uot say 
it, unless you nave the foul impudence of 
the worms fed by t/te Times, who ass 
fit only to be trodden under your feet. 
. What have yoa to do w ith Lo*i* w .Bona* 
parte? Will you say that you dread a 
man of talents, and ean yon find security 
.only in a fool, as the Ruler <rf, France.? 
Weil, are you quite sure that the raee of 
the one will all. possess talents, and the 
dynasty of the other continue fools to the 
eud of time? Do not say iu The dolt- 
ish skull of a Times-editor alone can 
contain such a lampoon on the one, and 
such an encomium on the other. Of 
such ideotism the Times and its admirers 
give precious specimens every day* No, 
the people of England, though somewhat 
stupified, arc not for war, which, without 
doing any good, may ruin them, 

3. 1 augur, from Lord JFitsroy, Somer- 
set's continuance iu Raris, that the Go* 
vernmeut does not mean to go to war. 
No event has lately given me more plea- 
sure than this, which is an evident proof 
of the peaceable disposition, of .^ome of 
our rulers. It shews their wisdom and 
magnanimity more than any thing they 
have hitherto done. Indeed, thinking 
only of their probable Jove of war, and 
their late disappointment as to the sa- 
pient settlement of Europe ; considering 
also the turbulent passions of the venal 
supporters of violent measures, by which 
they profit so. much, and the stupor of Ike 
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majority of the pnblic ; I could scarcely 
believe the fact that Lord Somerset had 
remained in France nt the seat of Go- 
vernment. I confess, I did not expect 
such an indication of good seme. Was it 
•possible, that our governors should have 
surpassed, in prudcnoe and greatness of 
mind, the warmest lovers of peace? They 
certainly have, for I would lay a bet that 
not one of us would have before-hand 
suggested the measure. We sincerely 
.thank you, generous rulers. In this you 
have done well;you have done admirably. 
Ami not then justified in believing that 
we have solid grounds for expecting the 
continuance of peace ? Besides, it is cer- 
tain that our government communicates 
with that of France. 

& If repoit speaks trnth, my Lord Li- 
verpool U a decided friend of peace. — 
You will not scruple to admit some eu- 
logium on tiiis uobleman, although yon, 
as well as I, disapprove of many of his 
political principles and practices. In 
truth, Lord Liverpool years an improving 
character, and is likely to become a true 
and enlightened friend of hit country, of 
its peace and- liberty. There are not 
many men of this description, for the 
common course of human nature is from 
good to better, or from bad to worse, as 
habits acquire foreer and ascendancy. — 
Good and ingenuous minds only are ca 
pa hie of the change from bad to good, 
while they must be vile indeed which can 
ahange from good to bad. Of this last 
description are our evangelical politicians 
generally. They appear to have com- 
menced with some grains of conscience. 
They have degenerated with evident ti- 
midity. They feared to plunge. But 
they have 'almost all plunged into the 
gulph of political depravity, and there 
taken their natural course, immersing 
deeper and deeper in the sink of corrup- 
tion. Of those who were originally bad, 
. and who, in due course, increased in de- 
linquency, are too many public charac- 
ters of the preseut day to admit of con- 
sideration. Of those who have refined 
with time, and have even been changed 
by experience and reflection, there are 



some illustrious examples. Charleston 
was in a course of refinement and me- 
lioration to the last moment of his life. 
Lord GrenviHe, who began his career 
with William Pitt, may be suspected of 
nut having set out well. But, assuredly, 
he has seen his error, and, with soma 
remaining objectionable points, is be- 
come an upright statesman, a real pa- 
triot — though sometimes mistaken — and 
ad qpright friend of the constitution and 
liberties of his country. With those, 
there is, I think, much reason to class 
Lord Liverpool. Often have I wished ha 
could free himself from his present as- 
sociates, that the bent of his changed 
disposition might have free course. At 
this time, I think it almost providential, 
since he coutinues to retain his inclina- 
tions for the right, and not the wrong, 
that he has remained in the midst of these 
men that be cannot help despising. He 
may make the ascendancy of his incipient 
and aspiring virtue triumphant over 
them, and over the confines of efts, newts 
and tadpoles that gulp down the sordes 
of the Times. The time is coming when 
Lord Liverpool will either direct the 
course of this nation in peace, and wis* 
dom, and reform : or protest against its 
madness, and folly, and corruption, and 
stand as a bulwark, with other patriots, 
against its fall, or be buried gloriously in 
its ruins. 

Such are my reasons, in short, for 
hoping a continuation of peace. Perhaps 
I may trouble you again, and am, in the 
mean time, Your's, 

Hortatob. 

PS. I forgot to tell you, that it isrmf 
intention to publish, about once in a 
quarter of a year, a collection, -price 2s. 
with this title/' Elegancies oft he Times," 
with notes explanatory, .laudatory, and 
critical ; to perpetuate to future ages a 
specimen of the taste of the wealthy 
British at this period. Your readers 
will oblige, me > by subscribing for this 
work without delay, and you will, I hope, 
request- your publisher to taka4hoc 
names. (This is serious.) 
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LETTER Ii. 
T<* Lobd Castxerea&h. 
**>» the Menage of the Prince Regent, 
and the Parliamentary Proceedings 
thereon. 

* Wit LI NO TO -WOUND, AND Y£T AF&AIB TO 

8T1IKB. 

JJy Lord* 

If 1 were to stady for the remainder of 
nay life, I could not fall upon a definition 
of the late Message, raorelrue an J cora- 
f>lete, thai) that which is contained in 
this single line from the 'pen of the best 
of poets. But, - why are you 'willing to 
wound? I caa see reasons enough, a yd 
you hare already -teen I hem irora my 
pen, why you should -be afrmid to^trike, 
I have read your speech, and *dso those 
of the <rtlier persoas who seem to feel as 
you feel; and I .-still can «ee *vo reason 
whatever Air ^vav against France; I can ! 
see no treason why we should not remain 
at peace .with that -country and with all 
the worol 4 -while I- see very great danger j 
to this country and to the reft of Europe 
in a renewal *of hostilities. 

Tlie war ofl793 wu* called « Crusade* 
and -very tyustly *n >cahed. By* some it 
was decreed a 'erutftde *ia the cause of 
-religion and * social order ; by -others, 
a crusade against liberty* Thai ii -was 
a war of kings and *no#les, and priests, 
against the enemies of kingly, and feudal, 
and ecclesiastical <Jove«wment, vi\ 'the 
world-must allow ; and, 4t*4s impossible 
to lm»V at the ^present state of Auin^e 
without perceiving, that .Europe - is, all 
5>f a sudden, come back to the state cf 
1708» p with this difference in i ;vour uf 
the French, thai they are ^ow ; :? The fee- 



make to tiv^as it' is ^ asserted. he is; *aH 
sorts -of sacrifices "ia 'border ^to *otttw» 
peace; for, "it sought to be fecalieeted, 
that the leaders of the Republic, aa*the 
year "175)3, went>*rau< h furtherdurtbismvay 
than the Knrperor basWet $one ; «an<fetUl 
the Republic, 'when, at last, "driven 4 at» 
a war of defence/ was feund a^le'teiras* 
trnte the designs -of all la* r enemies, and, 
indeed,mot'only *to defefc { heroivnsQ^ 
but io invade *ind conquer a 4arge uo*- 
tiou of the soil*ol ; those 'wbaJiadtitlaofeed 
her. 

!« tl>e speech, »to which I drirve ^alwa 
alluded, your Lordship sets <onfwith aba 
-position, that aire late ^events had fed** 
an order of - things iikely to relmse .¥&» 
" world ?from dangers mind valmtniHm ; 
" to restore Xhe unturtl aw nd "serial #$$• 
" ttm ; -to 'restore Xhe bo\Jy politic ~ef 
'* Europe t to improve t heist ate %f : 3Bm- 
t( rope; 'to- preserve the trairausMstj/ of 
" -the world: '4fthd ; that-the ret jrn of Aa- 
poleon hadiset ved to<hligkt Vn'^rosyectm 
which ^ihergreat 'labours *>of?t he Attica 1 
"Powers -had operated ^to spro&ueer* 
You *^em *to ihavcnegaTcted *hese posi- 
tions as universa% aduikfced^o&e^tnoe; 
for^you did'not make the slightest *rt- 
tempt to prove 'the truth of *h*m. A* 
to the 4t ualuraiand social ^system ;** *aa 
to the "body politic of Farape ? I da 
* o t v-now t he - w c*a n ing o f -* ' j ..* *e "pfecasea, 
|.<ind "iall not, J: before, /for «. * p-*:.*at* 
-divui'e ^about thtna. But, ^r. «ay view 
ot Hie matter, the state of :Ehotkm* ;*aa 
NOT iMjtrvved *by4he 'events ho much 
you referred ; In ,ay view«of tHaaaatte^ 
the world *va* ^OT rttemdjr&m tkm 
^ crs an i calayn *, icsby those evaate ;*anil, 
1 think, it ii-tfow^iretty clear, that^tlraaa 
eveuts *'»it «v>T ttnd to *pmeesc ia* 



tual ^enjoyment -of ^almost rhc w hole r of : tranquillity jj ' *\e • vj&vttL if, "kidsed^ 
the benefits promised them by the advo- ' v-e4ook -/on t<^ /all o/fsspcrs&imaiai 
<ates of *tbe ^revolution. You rseem to ] chieudal «pc .ver ---v a;cab»ity, tfara -it 
liave a -very«*liftereut opinion *>f the?mat- J ^anst t>« *couf> "#>zd, that tke ^uceesaajf 
ter. That opinion,* as it. has beea com- yxtie Ailies^id^rmaise^ojTOfeasaa^nctef 
manicatedto us through the ParUamen-Ltiie world fram cahrauty; aad. if *mz 
tary«eports, Iaia^iow4ibout4oe.\amiae; j jjukmpon >the Te^rtaUwhiaetit ^f-^jmn 
pruaUja^tnere^bst it -appears 4o *me=to l^«pe, the Jesuits, and ^he tfairjwaitiia^ 
"t)e^erj«rrotieoasto«ugemuccess against Ion tie'one 4iaad, aad" tiie mrtiagaafe- 
<Jt4zmBc*bewm ter 4aiygror4a ^tady4o <*aa<afr*»&iha 3B>ejaabiica oXiWtac4 JK«^ 

Digitized by VjOOQlC 



411] 



Political register.— To LordCautcrc*gh. 



1*3$ 



ice, and Genoa, on the other hand, as 
•a improvement in the state of Europe ; 
then, it must be confessed, that the suc- 
cesses of the Allies had improved the 
•tate of this important quarter of tit 
globe; but, there was another quarter o\ 
the globe, which your lordship wholh 
omitted, at which I greatly marvel; be 
cause the merit of endeavouring to re 
*' store the natural and social system' 
in that -country ; the merit of erxjea 
Touring to improve the state of America, 
-wis exclusively oar own; unless, in- 
deed, the Allies did, as it was asserted, 
by our newa-papers, they had done, 
make a secret contract not to interfere 
in eur war with the traniatlantic repub- 
licans ; and, eten iu that case, their 
share of the merit was very small indeed. 
My Lord, what would I give to know 
ttfecisely the meaning of your words, 
when you talk of the SOCIAL SYSTEM ! 
Until we know this* however, there is no 
fitch thing as approving of any of your 
conclusions. W«"*ave seen you at war 
against Napoleon, and against Mr. 
Madison, at one a«d the same time. 
We have seen* within the space of four 
jaooths, troop* in the pay of England in- 
vading both France and America ; in 
Ksse*siou of the cities of Peris and 
asking ton. Were both of these Chief 
Magistrates enemies of the "Social Sys- 
"teml" I must acjain remind you, that 
the press in England denominated Mr. 
Madison a rebel and a traitor, as they 
now denominate Napoleon ; that they 
declared that no peace could be made 
with James Madison, as they now de- 
clare for the second time, that no peace 
can bennadcwitii Napoleon Bona parte ; 
that t4iey "insisted on the necessity of 
carrying on the war till the mischievous 
exanfple of a Government, founded on a 
defuocrarieal rebellion, should be dc- 
gttayid; that they urged the necessity 
of prosecuting- the war against America 
upon the same principle as it had been 
•o successfully prosecuted against France ; 
•ud, that they published with impunity a 
declaration, which they ascribed to out 
of the Lords of the Admiralty, and pave 
• it as if delivered Ify him in parliament : 
in which declaration it was stated, that 
. we must carry on the war till James Ma- 
dison should be deposed m like manner 
Xapohftn had been deposed. It is i?e- 
'rfiat.J also remind you, that a 
r*>§ of the Lotds of the Ad- 







miralty to the Fleet, directly after the 
•helical ion of Napoleon, expressed a con- 
fident expectation, that the war against 
America would end in a way to give 
" lasting tranquillity to the civilized 
" world.*' 

Now, my Lord, what would I give to 
Iuio,w, whether you look upon the state 
of things in America as coming within 
your view, . when you talk about the 
" Social System 1" because the state «»f 
things there bears a strong resemblance 
to Hie state of things now existing, or, 
at least, fast approaching, in France. A 
Chief Magistrate, a Legislature, elected 
bv the people ; uo sovereignty acknow- 
ledged but that which proceeds from.and 
resides in tlie people ; no feudal rights ; 
no superiority claimed by birth ; no pri- 
vileged orders; no dominant church; 
no compulsory payments to ministers of 
religion ; no religious tests ; no restraint 
on the press as to matters of opinion ; 
perfect equality of civil rights. So that, 
if thi? state ot things do not belong to 
the " Social System," it would seem,- 
that the world would still be in a very 
unsatisfactory state, though' the Hour* 
bons were again on the throne of France. 
Does your Lordship.- a»ean, that tht' 
" Social System" is restored in Spain! 
Iu. Italy? At Genoa? It would be con- 
ferring a great favour on the nation to 
let us have have a yea or nay answer tv 
this question ; because we should then 
know, if we are to go to war, precisely 
what we are lighting and toiling to -re- 
store ami establish. 

Your Lordship's next positions aw: 
that the return of Napoleon ts powe> 
ia by no means the etiect of the will* or 
the wish mf the people of France, and, 
that itiS'fw?'/* 'char, that the event is to 
be ascribed wholly to artifice and the 
overwhelming iniiuenceofa military chief 
and his army ! You are a coot, -a vert 
cool man, my Lord, -or i shook! think, 
that this must have been a misrepresenta- 
tion of your words. What! believe that 
Napoieou, an exile in Elba, could land 
with GOO followers, and go 500 miles 
along the high road, and then enter 
Paris, wit-bout a single hand raised 
against him, through many very populous 
and strongly fortified towns, without the 
good wishes of the people ! Realty this 
must be that sort of faith which is a^le 
to remove mountains. In my last letter 
to you and in my letter to the late kinf 
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of F«mce, I have proved, that the peo- 
ple of France did wish, becasue their 

interests compelled them to wish, for Nu 

poleoc's return; but, how straxigc is it 

for us now to be told, that the <irmy 

clone jarished it, when it is nut more than 

ten months ago, that we were assured 

that the army held him in the utmost 

contempt! Can this nation still believe 

all these contradictory assertions? It is 

notorious, that the £iigii*h nation were, 

for.years, made to believe, that the Freueh 

,army was composed, not ox Volunteers ; 

not of wen eugased in war for the love 

of glory- ; but of men, dragged to the 

rankt in cftaittt. How many volumes 

have we rend on the horrors of the Con- 
scription ! Did not this whole nation be- 

ikve, that the army of Napoleon jvere a 

set of poor souls, who had been led 

captive into the service- who had been 

coupled together 011 their way likexon- 

vfcts going to our Hulks 1 Was not this 
'•our belief? Had not the English press 

succeeded in making us believe, that this 
•* was the description of men serving in the 
; French armies ; and, that these uufor- 

tauate hejugs sighed for the moment, 
* when Hhey f «hould be restored to their 

tomes, where their miserable parents 
-*vere rnrsiag the cruelty of their Chief? 

And *yet, Jt)b ! strange to record, you 

bow vlell *i&, that • this -same Chief 

corner, from ^exile and thrusts out a mild 

and benevolent * sovereign, solely by the 

attachment borne towards him* by this* 

same -army ! What, «then ; -these people 

frrrtfvchains and thumb-screws They 
*jo>tonly followed ail wer Europe ; they 

not only ventured .their hves in 4he ser- 
vice of flic man, who -had ^dragged them 

from their homes in chains jand put .them 

to tbel0r/ffre&1>ut, ha vingheeu released, 

having been delivered from his power^jand 

taken into the service of a ^«fcrjw/,.«ov^ 

reign, they bring hack into their country, 

and place in command ove* themselves, 
- 4iim wlio had treated them with all sorts of ; 
-- cruelties, * Really, my l^ord, though 1 ha vo 
leften read of people who have been whip- . 

ped, thumb: screwed, chained, a ud other- 
wise Xorttaredby ^their tyrants, I «avver 

*lid before, cither read, hear,-or>di«amof 

jpcopie .so Xrealed, -avho were attached to - 

the said ty ra nts* w*bo fished to keep sue b 

2 mats in a«lhority^>r,whojwould >not, if 
ey J**d /he dow ej>teu-^udb tyiants to 
Jpieees. 

JUto^rio mate w\ \hr £<\y^(bn;l<m, i&£ foa^ i tri e^ertiaea j. _ 
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seer sufficient to justify even preparation, 
it was, -however, necessary for you to.in- 
sist upoj* this wonderful attachment of 
he, army to Napoleon; \$n att*chmc*t 
not to be weakened by his reveres in wax 
nor by their own .pergonal suffering un- 
der his command, nor by hi* abdication, 
tor by bis exile; an attachment :such-&s 
few men in ■ the whole world have ev*T 
had the happiness to -experience, it 
was necessary for you to insist. upon this 
almost miraculous attachment in order i» 
make out your case of danger . to abe rr- 
pose of Europe. But, iti apjrears to ua^ 
lhat you, in your anxietyrtOjcstablish thia 
point, overlooked the changer of another 
sort : namely, the dangerlto be appreheo* 
ded from this veryattacht&ent, in. ease w 
attack Napolicn. We fell know, that 
even a small army, 1 .firmly attached ,to 
their chief,is a formidable object. Wba^ 
then, must a large army be* ocuud togo- 
tlier and surged on by such a feeling t 
, That it most be . large, and very large 
indeed, is, acco/diug to^oju, certain; foj^ 
unless it -were .such, it could not have 
kept in awe Jthirty trillions of people, &s- 
veral -hundred of .thousands j&f whose 
were armed national gua rds, and not* 
tew of whom had devoted<JuIe and fortune 
to the defence of the lung. Vet, strange 
to say, we are told,lhatiLls army is very 
weak as to nambets ■* and discipline; 
that it has .neither cannon nor stores; 
and that it wants what is called the «m&~ 
rial. Well, then, my Lord,iake the thhw 
this way: allow tie army to be weak Ami 
insufficient ; and, .then, why tfeed Aveb* 
alarmed? If Napoleon has the army aiuf 
the army ah ne,i*far ium/rad/ifihal aimjr 
be weak, how can we wish 4o jsec Fxauc* 
in a bcttejrfctate for our iaU rests ? 

Your Lordship appcaxs to oassmoe ju 
a fact -admitted, that France is now oinder 
the absolute sway of *V« military xhief 
"jand his army" which yon .axe pleased k» 
call .the System of ^France. But I deny 
this &ct, upon * he truth of which all your 
subsequent reasoning depends* NapoJe- 
ao has .declared, that he rulej ouly Jby 
rktue.oflhe peoples choice ; Jie *apiicit- 
iv disavows all notion of .military aathe<- 
rity; *he say s\ he is io ^>veruibr r -amli>y 
theifillof the ^people. -He Jus calk4 
into^power men .known to 1^4ecjul^dJjr 
hostile to the very system ^yon o'esprilk^ 
the^canen, have declared to .him,Xtan*hii 
isOo ^reltLJiia pow*r opoa dkuese . 
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sincerity of his declarations. Tn short, 
It is manifest, that to hold his place in 
. the Republic, he mu^t seek peace, and 
pursue it, unless he be first attacked 

I think that it is clear that the system 
of France is a system of peace, and of a 
disinclination to foreign conquest. A 
Frenchman, who reflects, must perceive, 
that the extension of the boundaries of 
France can be no beneiit to her; that, if 
the French empire were again extended 
to Rome, Hamburgh, and Cadiz, .France 
would become little in proportion. Paris 
' could take no pleasure in seeing Rome 
and Amsterdam and Madrid divide her 
•^reatnes? with her. And, such men a* 
Vcrn't and Rocdtrer would not. fail to 
perceive, that the liberties of France 
could never exist, w higher Chief yv as also 
the Chief of so niahy other nations, lusome 
pait or other of ah empire so streUhcd 

* i>ut, there must always be cause for the 
presence and operation of armies. The 
Chief must have enormous power*. Despo- 
tism is alone capable of keeping. internal 
peace and order amongst the people of 
an empire like that of Napoleon; and, 
therefore, to secure those liberties, and all 

'those iite»liniab!e advantages, which have 
!>een the consequence of the French re- 
volution, France must refrain from exten- 
ding her boundaries to any considerable 
distance. And, my lord, does not all the 
intelligence we receive from France clear- 

* ly shew, that thin is the principle, upon 
which the French government is now 
acting ? We may talk of the army as long 
as we please, but is it the army that have 
called for the declarations against foreign 
conquest? Has not their Chief told 
them, that they must /orgr? their former 
conquests? lias he not told them, thai 
he shall confine himself to the oid French 

I frontier? And, if he had thought, that 
he had been received back merely as the 
means of leading France to foreign con- 
quest, would he have made such decla- 
rations? To answer this question- in the 
affirmative, would be to set human nu- 

^ tare as well as common sense at defiance. 
Your Lordship is made to describe 
France as i>eing " merely a warlike 
"nation." l»ut, I will transcribe the 
whole passage, embracing as it docs se- 
veral points wnich call for remark. It is 
leported in these words: " liowtversan 
is guine he might Jmve been in ins hope* 
• c that the Ultimate issue of the late 
9 • events would lead the world back to its 



" ancient state of sound policy and 
t( social feeling, he certainly never bad 
" participated in that precipitate judg- 
" ment that there would be no other 
" transition than from a state of war 
" with France to a state of peace. The 
'* danger which threatened Europe, from 
" the military character of France, was 
" more deeply rooted in the state of 
" thin us which made France mirdya 
" warlike nation ; which sunk all the 
" other classes of society thire in subor- 
" dinativn with respect to the. army: and 
" it was obvious that if 1 ranee should 
" suddenly endeavour to break from that 
"morbid and unnatural condition in 
u which she was, a re action of her ar- 
" mics was to be expected, which would 
" perhaps place that country politically 
" at the feet of her soldiery. And had 
' not such been actually the case ? Who 
" would say that the return of RonaparU 
" to the capital of France had taken 
" place with the wishes cfthe French 
" people? (hear, hear!) YVho, on the 
" contrary, would hesitate to say that it 
*' was in violation of the recorded feel- 
" ings of the nation, unequivocally in fa* 
(t vour of the ancient dynasty ? It wa» 
" one of those revolutions produced. by 
" an army which could only hope, in 
" such a revolution, to find its. usual re- 
" wards in the blood and plunder of 
" other nalivtis. That army had, how- 
,' ever, disgraced iiself by violating all 
" those oaths to its lawful Sovereign 
" which would have had weight upon ho- 
" nourable minds. Whatever might be 
" the ullimate decision, of this Govern* 
•• ment and its Allies, it appeared to him 
71 that the only calculation which Europe 
" had to make was, whether it would be 
" m< re lor her interests to meet the pow- 
" er that now threatened hcr,<z/ its cutset, 
'* before it was established in the full 
" vigour of its resources, or to remain 
" united in a state of military orgeniza- 
" tion as a necessary precaution against 
" danz'fr.— Uc confessed he was not 
" then in a state to communicate to the 
" House all that would be necessary to 
" enable it to judge upon the whole of 
" that question, and therefore he thought 
" he acted more in the spirit of the con- 
" stilvtion, and in what became him as 
" a Minister of the Crown, in leaving that 
" topic to siand upon its own ground as 
,€ it mi»ht appear hereafter from the 
" course cf events. The Noble Lord 
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M ' then adverted to what ought to be the 
" line of policy Mhich this country should 
•' adopt with respect to the continent, 
" and deprecating the idea of* hur- 
" lying, or goading the continent 
•' into a war, maintained that we should 
" wait to watch the spirit and feelings 
" which might manifest themselves 
'* throughout Europe in this gnat crisis, 
M At the same time, if the case turned 
•** merely upon difficulties, he trus'ed 
•« that as we had saved the world in con- 
M currence with the continental powers, 
M with the same concurrence we should 
*"' be ready to preurvr it. (hear, hear!) 
<** It was a proud rejection for this coun- 
"try that ac the end of so long a war 
<* we had at the present moment, accom- 
" plislied everything which was desira- 
•* ble for securing the balance of Europe 
" and the independence of States; a ad 
*' had established more in fact, than had 
44 been clone at any former period." 

Really, your lordship appears to me to 
liave profited .very little of the opportu- 
nity of judging of the state of France 
and of what, in such an event as the 
present, was likely to be the predomi- 
nant feeling in that country; or it ap* 
pears to 'me impossible, that you should 
not have seen in France all the elements 
of lasting peace and of repugnance to 
mere military sway. If, indeed, you had 
seen France before the revolution, you 
would have found her essentially sub- 
ordinate to the army; for then, the 
noblesse, who owned the land, and who 
exercised all sorts of powers under the 
feudal system, were military men in virtue 
of their very titles. They were all sol- 
diers, and all the people were their vas- 
sals. The noblesse were born. to tight as 
officers and ti:e people were born to fight 
uitdtr them, without even tUe possibility 
of prcmtliin. This, perhaps, was that 
'- social system, " after which your lord- 
ship appears so profoundly to sigh. But, 
this system of military chiefs and their 
>us»a!s is no more. No man in France 
if now bom to command another man. 
TWir feudal rights are annihilated. The 
land ot France is distributed in small 
parcels amongst the great mass of the 
population; and those who have land to 
till are never prone. to wander from it. 
Instead of a miserable peasantry, toiling 
along under all sorts of burdens, hemmed 
in by restrictions on e\ery side, sub 
jected to* petit despots in almost even 



viuitre nule, daring hardly to Jook a* tin; . are to 



hares, partridges, pheasants, deers and 
wild boars, which laid waste their* 
fields and devoured their crops : instead.*, 
of that wretched, cowed-dowu race, who*, 
for ages, were the butt of English scorn 
and ridicule, you would, if you bad tur- * 
ned your eyes that way, have beheld in 
France the country spread over with, 
■ proprietors of small parcels of land, well 
dressed, well-fed, bold in their manners, 
sensible in their remarks, understanding 
their rights and their duties, fearing no 
nation, but anxious for peace with all. 
This, perhaps, your lordship would have 
regarded as *' a MORBID and unnatural 
" condition ". At any jate, such IS the* 
condition of France, let the fact excite 
mortification and envy where it may. 

You are pleased to describe the return 
of the Emperor Napoleon to the capital 
of France as being '* in violation of the 
"recorded feelings of the nation unequi* 
" vocally expressed in favour of the an- 
" cient dynasty. " When, my lord ? 
When 500,000 Russians and Germans 
were quartered on the French soil? when 
the Prussians and Russians garrisoned 
Paris, and its environs? when an En- 
glish army, at the same time, was sta- 
tioned in l>our(!eaux and on the banks of 
the Garonne 1 Was it then that the people 
of France hailed so unequivocally the 
return of the old dynasty] But, sup- 
pose they did? did this shew, that 
France was a mere military nation; 
or, that it was inclined to peace, and the 
arts of peace?' The truth is, that the 
French nation sighed for peace; and if 
the Bourbons had kept their promise; 
or, rather, if they could liave kept their 
promise, the uation would have re- 
mained satisfied ; or at least quiet. Bur, 
when the people saw, that continual in- 
roads were made upou their liberties and 
their property ; when they could hardly 
hope to escape being driven back to the* 
slavery of 1739, then they opened the 
way ter Napoleon, who, say what wel 
will, was haded as a real delitertr of hi* 
country. 

You say, that " the only calculation. 
" which Europe has to make is, whether 
" it be' m,ore ft her interest to meet the 
" power, which now threatens ber, at it* 
4< az!lset % before it be established in the 
" full vigour of its resources, or to rcmaia 
"united in a state of military organiza- 
" tivn, as a necessurv precaution against 
" danger. " Tb^t is to say, whether wit 



march at. once to the attack >£ 
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France, or Ke upaii our arms to be 
#ejadv to fight her at any moment, Th< 
latter, by all means, my lord, if we ha v. 
only this choice; but, I do not tliiui- 
this superabundant precaution at al 
advisable. 1 do not like the idea of an 
income for and loans m time of peace; 
tod neither will they be necessary, if we 
urake a cordial peace with the Emperor 
of France, and enter into those relation- 
ships • of commerce, which will be mu- 
tttally advantageous, and which, I dare 
sajv we* may enter iuto if we choose. 
However^ if this be our only alternative. 
I0.we?must have war : or peace as expen- 
tivaas war; if this- be the state to which 
we have* come at last, t realty cannot 
tee much ground for the boast contained 
trj the close of your speech: namely that 
we-have saved the world; thaf we can 
preserve tie world; and that it is a 
prowl 'reflection/ that we hare acccm- 
plhhad cwry thing that is to be dt sired 
Jar securing* the balance of Enrope and 
ihc independence of states. If *e have 
done all this, what a folly is it to be afraid 
e£ KiiirNfel Why need we care who sits 
err the throne -of that country? Why need 
n"e > keep on foo if a wav establishment, or 
fp r - at once, to war? The truth i«, if u* 
m\v A* either u^w: go* to war, criire in a 
state of aru.ed tiuce, ve h~v« accom- 
ftTUhed nothing*, except' adding 31 mil- 
fc/tfa stevliHg a \ear to the taxes tiecc*- 
imy to be raised for the payment of the 
feeresf- of the debt- V>2 went to var 
argj,inst*fhe Rcpiblkattis Ci r ranee/ in 
i7D3,- to kVcf* ifceir disr.r«:r. nixing piicci- 
j!e*fr<;B*sfircadiiig,aiHiiiow we »ee Aiessr*. 
Carnot, Icoe^erc;, (.irtiuiu, Franco^, 
C&:i;hacr;rcs>BoUsy i» A r»^:iii>. Stc. j*<.*io 
Ht work - upon tne flights ij Man. 
IVo-and-twenty years of war and bloci 
HHtf -the expenditure of e:H; r 0tH),0Oo ot 
borrowed pounds antf as many more mil 
K;uV in laxes Lave only bn*nt:iii u> a- 
td v the point' at* issue, tot ho *i*;y spei 
whente we starttd. Yonder aie the 
Kbu/b»»*»s a' ain on the£<-nttcr>rf l-rain e, 
evJ'eeifrtr/- their* ennenrnts about lium; 
ami \ciKj#rare the ker^n po\tns, pe- 
p^rin^ i£- they -get t nr m»>oey. Jo ii»\o<{e 
♦feat <anns-l ? 5ii«ce % aid in tho >pnic u,nar 
fcTv To 'boast* these tore,* that we have 
•* acetwfltohcd " our ob.ect, appear.^ u> 
vt*+ my lord, to* he pevftctly n«i;ou!o«;s; 
wnl, if 'your country !*ar*» hi> ux k, wen 
tettti- alive, he wouUl rave like a IUtlFanwU 



our pockef s, or a shirt to our backs, while 
the " regicides *' of France were suffered 
to put " forth blurcd sheets of paper 
" about the Rights of Man." If we havr 
now peace with France; if we are ena- 
bled to reduce our military and naval 
establishments fo (1,000,000. of pound* 
a year; aud if we obtain a most favour- 
able commercial treaty with France, we 
shall have accomplished nothing by the* 
war; our twelve hi adrjri millions of 
money and our hundreds ot thousands 
of lives v.iHhavc brought jbs nothing ii> 
return. But, if we are to lie upon our 
arms, our loss Ls incalculable. 

There is one thing, which I acknouM 

'ledge the war has done; and that is,—* 
prevented hitherto a parliamentary rr- 

form; saved for 25 year* Vhe Borough 
System, which is, perhaps, a component 
part of I he " Social Systenf." Awl, I will 
frankly own to your LonUhip, that, thongfe 
I can discover no danger to any thing else 
in » peace with France, at this time. 1 do* 
discover tu. a n>!id peace with ihjt conn- 
fry great dancer to the Borough Mongers 
and their trade. We shad see in France 
a system, and. 1 dare say, an admirable 
system of representative go\ eminent. It 
may not be found pr.Klieabic, iu that 
country, to extend the sight of voting »«> 
wields i>$ i* is cxtoHcd in America; but 
ve *\]?.]] t i.fivr alt the *\per!encc of the 
last -•"> yara, s*e something tUne wliiciv 
sliall give t!«c* people a solid security f<^r 
their libcit:es and their property. Aiv.l 
if Vvedo »^e sueli a govenunent fairK* if* 
»ct'ivu for s r \um y;.r*; it v^e have an in- 
tercour>e wiiii t mm-t ; it* the pyes* n> 
that country he lice tor ail opinions, re-> 
lt*ivh& !.: wt4i vs purtt'tid, faUehood, li\- 
pot ri: y and co»v.iptiou utu.^c be** in to 1 
h>ck ^i.;iFj'i\ wbout th.vai. 

\u w!i sK'tcfe v. iiieh wv*i be <yntromef! tot 

'th:.>te»Ur f )o«u* ^i>rd^hip v.i.l s»-e a true 
pu-ture of !»>e pivse.M .s?a>e vA rraine r 
even hi fore *n»» t-«-gaiu scauety to t-ojo^ 
rej. o?«. \ * u v. Hi HtirrMe »hee\ceb»- *\ 

:r!ic vi'Uo'eifni eif«-ct» <-t tl.ie rcpiw.*'u 3it 
rcvi ht(i«*'i>. ils ibv> >, i»^ e>i:i(4tsi viieu:- - 
The auM'oritv is ».:i»»'usi..»i,>.l>;e ; the \i- 
f.fcltv, ot* Ua\ joti^ment of tue «o!to% 
• u> i:>'<m \n Lu^rwui w'di «2onbt. Mi. 
li 1 1! k h y ? k ia k aou n to be one of t he 
j.rev.te*t-vnd best j^rimrs iu ah Lngbnd; 
one ot ; Vtie u»cft tbi veiv best <*i:«iiiti«<l ti» 
make an estimate * t* Vhe sUle of socut\ j 
and hrs \m,v 1 a shew.v him to Lea man of" 



& l{& thought oi ; learvi.uj^Bs a penny in V^rtal Uiieut as a< wrilte.. \\ e *s.t there(br^ 
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warranted in p!acing perfect reliance on 
what he says. And is it possible to con- 
template tiie picture he draws, without 
feelings of real satisfaction f The man 
who can look upon this picture hi com- 
parison with that drawn by Mr. AjtTHUR 
Young of the same people, before the 
revolution, and not feel delighted at the 
gbange which has taken place, must carry 
about him the feelings of a demon. Hut, 
at any rate, we ought to conclude from 
such comparison, that it is impossible that 
success should attend any effort, no mat 
ter by bow many nations made, to compel 
the French people to return to their for- 
mer wretched state* 

I am aware of ail the danger to us, or, 
I should say, to the Borough Monger and 
Intolerant system from- this cause. The 
Religious persecutions; the tyranny; the 
execrable cruelties practiced in France 
under the Bourbons, at the instigation of 
the Priests, brought the Cottou Manufac- 
tory and a great deal of science, industry, 
and virtue from France to Englaud. And, 
who can tell what our Borpugh System, 
out Test Acts, and Libel Laws may carry 
from England to France ? America has 
been the receiver of hundredsof thousands 
of the. most enterprising, most ingenious/ 
and most useful of our people. The state 
of her manufactures ; the wonderful pro- 
gress they have made: the astonishing 
progress of her commercial and military 
marine: these are, in no small degree, ow- 
ing to the emigrations from these islands. 
Oh ! my Lord, how powerful are the al- 
lurements of Liberty / And liberty really 
has no other meaning than this: that mtn 
thai I be governed by laws made by them- 
x/ees, or by persons whom they have cho- 
sen. This is the fact in America. Only 
think what must be the feelings of a man, 
passing, at once, from under our libel laws 
to a country where he may say, or write, 
jnst what he phases about religion, and 
about ail transactions and all men, so that 
he confine himself to the truth ! Only 
think how a man must leap and bound 
about, when he finds himself at liberty to 
promulgate any epiniens that may come 
into his head ! Only think of the plea- 
sure which talent, which integrity, which 
\irtue in all her shapes, mu»t experience 
at seeing TttUTH have iaii pUy I 

America, however, is at a distance, 
ftrance is nearer to the South of. England 
than. Yorkshire is. Tfoe communication 
$*iween* EngntmL and France is. easier 



than between Hampshire and Norfolk, it 
true account of the country must soon b* 
obtained. Wheu one family has found 
France a desirable change, another will 
follow: and* so on. The moderately rick 
will go for the sake of living in affluence s 
those who can but rub along in England, 
will seek ease and plenty : the miserably 
will seek bread : aqd the artisan and ma- 
nufacturer will seek advancement in fife. 
Who will not endeavour to avoid paying 
his share of the 40 millions sterling a year,, 
which is called for on account of the Na? 
tional Debt! And who will not remove 
a few score of miles to enjoy political 
and religious liberty? The language I 
What is the language ? The French Pro** 
testants soon got over that inconvenience. 
And, besides, if a really free government 
be established in France, the absence of m 
Stale Church, the absence of Poor Laws, 
the absence of Libel Laws as to religious* 
opinions, the absence, comparatively, of 
taxes of every sort, the absence of Krth 
without merit, and the absence of a great 
many other things that I could name, 
would draw whole colonies to that coun- 
try, leaving out of view the inducements 
of climate and of the delicious produce of 
the soil. Even the Lords and Gentlemen 
who have lately petitioned for a Cot n Bill, 
have, almost in so many words, told the 
Houses of Parliament, that France is a 
country to go to in search of ease and com* 
fort. They have, reminded the Houses 
of the trilling taxes in France, and they 
have, with great emphasis stated, that 
the Freneh pay no tythes* Even this den 
scriptiou of persons have become recruhV 
ers for emigration to France. If, then, we 
have peace with France, and the French 
government be such as the friends of free- 
dom will admire, what must be the con* 
sequences with regard to our population, 
our arts and manufactures, our agricuuV 
ture, our commerce, our means of paying 
the interest of our national debt? 

What, then, must we have war, in order 
to prevent emigration to France? Horrid 
as the idea is* 1 know that it is entertained 
Liy many, because I have heard many 
maintain the uftmnative of the question* 
Ves: war with- France, lest the people ot 
England shonld be. tempted to migrate to> 
that country ! The. idea is. however, a* 
oolLh as it is detestable : for war would 
>uly render EugiannV \\orj*e to live inr 
.ml, therefore, unless by war, we cotilct^ 
tcotaily destroy both Fraiittf. uad.AmerU^ 
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ifc wouKf,* im the/ end„ only augment the 
«viUnlende(Lt6»be prevented.* 

Na^. it i*r not fry tcvmthat we sfiall pre- 
vent aL migration: of ont people. The way 
t«*keerv at* homo our. flrtizans and manu- 
facturers* and our. moderately rich men, is, 
to* take* care,* that they shall be*uiial>!eto 
find r - any; m here* else, more' happiness : 
that* is tovsay, greater- abundance, greater 
ease, and more real, freedom.. It" France 
Iteroiuexaearly what America is in point 
of. freedom. * If the only difference should 
coDsibtin the (Hh of the Chief Mm istr.itt . 
If. the way to„riero"* and ht.nours he alike 
•pen to all men, of whatever reli^'on. If 
the press- Lccouie really, free, as* it is in 
America If every mvn pa\in«a tax pur- 
take ^in choosing the m;tker> of the laws. 
Really,- my Loul,. if this sin v.U be the 
ease, it appears- to me, * tlsr.t • Reform in 
this»coftntry vfiil, at last, become absoluto- 
ry nece^saiy ; and. thereto: e, would it nc t 
fie^as.wtll to I'gir f> w I Mt^is. R« e- 
dcrcr, -Carnot, Gre^c ire, &<\ are ;.i woik 
\vui rancc. They have had $vc.r ♦•vp* ri- 
ente. They have furd their e\r- \,\&d 
upon us and upon America.- 'J he} I.jm.u 
fc!L about cutMiuatim.* They have Ufor«- 
tlrt.M the tihfM-v of t.vtr noidii^Ii w v-htni r 
tnd of ti«c eliorls vl.ivli fcme ktn ?. no 
tcV.rcfoin it. 1 Ley lone, he-aid, f tW.vt 
fay, of -the famous aiSair <f or. CJt' ! N- 
7tr«- 1 3 1 C I -I . They have • re: d MR 
FPA>'ri* r.ririyaTT'V Sjeeehes,- ?oa- 
JOI-. »- Cat, « WRlCIlrr'* Aei'.Jrr^M ;<, • and 
the Petitions, to the HououraKe lie -v~r. 
T '3ese w i: mTvc the m as a pmie. *l Lev 
will, Know- v i.rK to thco*e ; r»d what to 
sBun. Ihcreiore, my I ore!, tet us 1;y 
ta cut-do themr Let i.s !ie/:.n t:M. I_e: 
t$s leave ii'«nvno room r»^nrpi.M us. h 
ahorr» for thai is the tf/Y-JK a//, let u* l,\x 
ft thsrozrsc 1 '' r.'Jinx* t-f //*«■• (Cam ?;< 
Hovsn of I'd Ha Matt, m*M- i!:*'«» ?. e >i<a.r 
ftffed no, way »o prevent tir tent, ;;;«m,i < i 
VrVnchJprhiciplov. rmr * to jk vr.it Lr<- 
lishmei* from ini&rafirr: ro r r;.i i e. 

And* what' are. rhe oiijeetn n:> ,cj ti.i.* 

*rfftr«l ? What' an lUo eijt v :';».,;->* <>, 

jrjfiog pi jersjor' ti.\o* a r«;i.» ■•<> \*< 'e hi 

tnose who mai.e oi.r i w ' It l;-/i Uei. 

. imy)iu*ently as^etUd;- '.!>:, 1 smh-a j«-.ern, 

' wnutd- produce <0/cx</; ( V end tC7*;u\ii7i : 

* that it weuktifjifrofiuie {iircr.*l~hiiprin- 

t 

i eiphd ti&riintalfiv L;«h!:iihr( r <iUi\ iut< 

:v t\i£setfuescJ Stale* Tut U>. tl.'i lui. 

ln ; |hev ehttt. of. free ekc'it ».s in. Ameiiti*' 7 

< f Wr* s>e/ rhere,- the I (.r,:si>H«re: «a;U titc 

•fcmtsvof atatc feed. Ly tL'c aiyit i.e^u- 



tabley most- able, and even the most ' 
opulent Citizens, The peop T e of Lnc- 
land are of the same excellent chan ti- 
ter as those of America, In short, the 
two nation** are ( i ene and the same fa- 
mily.. The same habits, the same man- 
ners, the same turn of mind, the same 
attachment to freedom, Hie same love of 
country. And, k is notorious, that, in 
the few instances where elections are 
popi'lar in England, the people have 
almost uniformly chosen wen distinguish- 
cd fi)r their talents ami joining taie.-itt to 
fortune. Where, then, is the danger? \\ ho- 
is it that need be tfraid to suffer the 
people of 1 ■! upland to ehuose their repre- 
seJi'-tives, in the same manner as the 
people of America thoos>e thvirs, espe-' 
eii.il v as no <<ne wisl^cs to ehangc any 
I thue as to the powers, prn iu-fos, and 

prvr*-£ativoM f rhc Peers or the Kiuu; 1 

\ 'i i-e old a^senion, that the example 

j of Auifilca was nolhin^M-eiug the small- 

, ie-s «f her popula'un, the poverty of 

her j oop'e, and seeing that her eousti- 

tAtiou had not vet In en brought in c«*n- 

tact* wifli the touchstone of war. This 

| ol« asvcrlicu is now tontir.dicUd^ She 

is Me; r;\, if fret quite, as popuhitib a» 

\h\-> island; hei people are rich ; her 

< is.e> luxurious ; her < nuimcrceimiiieiK-e ; 

and ii»e has jiiit come w-th honour out 

ol the mo&t arduous wa-r in which auy 

n-t.H>n was cier en;»»V e<, » a!ifl tlu»t t too, 

n J o:ii> wuhoiit auy iWn.al convul.^h'n, 

hivt wit !>♦>». t siting her miid Govtiumeut 

1 ie*or*iu\ t»» -oh\ »;ne UUoule (4 bt lety 

' v j ;>« nd I fie u-o-.i ci.u^e of law. /> nel r 

.<'/'// d;d it not ? l.ceaue it was eleeud 

, :/y the peup'e ; he value it had the pec-* 

; |.;e > < cw.hOeiue ; hetai;-e, e\ui n <» 

i t?oiiMoe> i.ad'(ijspki!M.it >he people, ihe 

1 » n ,i's 'Wi»> always at hums iu an ap- 

| piv;;c..;i;2 ehetMo. ^aeh• a Govern^- 

». ,1-es t >'.:-:,(!n uiuii j.i filof •« k-ier ,iii l2ii:« 

ot pel ee. U w.t.'.t , ..eproiee'.icn against 

'he ! tep;', hecait-e » 1*0 -e p c. ea;» ;.l a 

*.t \. iMv k'J), ti«).n « m\ given dify, ehane«r 

I l-i-'i* ;epu.t-nia..M'j». 'i hu* is^ public 

! i.-or»« n. t » ^itorai li>, Mjtit.a si* 4: e of 

. tijij-'.-s. 1 u'lu e(« lit i:«> ;.,e\ii:;> iituxy" 

j '; >< \i' >;.. '; i;;.-> i- ei.o'i.ttv and one it 

^ oe eici.fe.-t sciu;::!-^ tf v Jt.ieHi-i j-eaco 

| as v>*:! j.s !a| \ v.ubs.. WliAur ti« i? r« 

I iiiC '* . i: < «L.t . \-tiLM' I d-- n-t k'Miv J 

>»» 4 ^ ccrVii-i>-.l »m r lr«» it is \\c./fijjf 

sy.^uot - r t?K^ s\s em of. tom:©rt; of m. - 

n>, ol w >"i:v snhui^s-n n to »J.c lawa r 

. i « io«(t)io( a^ w^co«i^!r^, of ioyaity^ 

u^cip^ce. - igitiz . edb ^Gbo< 
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To be snre, France has not yet 
furnished us with so tempting an exam- 
ple; feat, if she should not doit, what 
will then be said against admitting aii 
Englishmen paving direct taxes to par 
licipate in closing their representatives, 
leaving the privileges and prerogatives of 
the Peers an<l the Crown wholly un- 
touched ? I am at a loss to guess ; but 
1 am at no loss to foresee what would 
be lite consequence of the refusal. This 
is the nice ; this i* the rivaiship, which 
i wish to see between England and 
France. Not a rivaiship in war; not 
a rivuLhin in commercial restrictions; 
but a rivaiship in the pursuit of freedom : 
a rjval>hip in which I am not at all 
afraid that we should surpass her. Our 
natural character; our persevering at- 
tachments to country ; our uuwearied 
loyalty; that modesty which iudispONes 
individuals to aim at predominance ; that 
moderation which limits our views of 



may, in some small degree, assist in 
making you hesitate before you again 
plunge us into another long and sangui- 
nary war. 1 am, &c. tVc. 

Wm. cobbett. 



Prksknt State of France. 

It is a truth, confirmed by univer- 
sal history, that the happiness or misery 
of a people depends almost culirely upon 
the principles of their government, and 
the conduct of their ru'ers. Wbeicfcre 
is it that in Europe tl.eie i* more com- 
forts enjoyed, and greater progress made 
in the arts and sciences, than in Asia? 
It is because the Asiatic governments 
are more despotic and tyrannical than 
the European. It is front a similar cause 
that the improvement of society in Spain, 
and in Portugal, is, at the present mo- 



ment, a century, at least, behind eur 
own country. It is following litis trite- 

c\ 'citation; that plain good sense, that jion only, by adopting it as a rule to form 

justice, that mercy, which, if left to our 



selves, guide us in all our decisions, that 
almost unbounded confidence between 
man and man, which gives to words the 
value of gold : our happy local situation ; 
and a hundred other traits and circum- 
stt:ueos: all seem to personify themselves 
and to exclaim ? Why is not i : . upland the 



the judgment, that we shall be able, at 
aii times, to arrive at correct ideas re- 
specting the condition of any people. 
Whenever we abandon this guide, we give 
ourselves up to error, and to alt iris conse- 
quent evils; we become, by habit, the 
creatines of prejudice; and we seldom 
discover pur nmtal.e till dear bought 



'freest and happiest country in the I experience has taught us the folly of our 
' world? What need has she of armies in \ departure from truth. In nothing is the 



' time of peace? Why should she know 

• ofunv foroe beyond the Sheriff's Wand 
' and the Constable's Staff 7 W by should 

• her Government be uneasy at the pro- 
' pugatiou of "any opinions or principles, 

• political or rebgiuus V 

iio\v happy should I be, my Lord, 
if i could hope, that \ou and your col- 
leagues would rAe these questions into 
your siri* it; vomuh ration; if, having now 
seen that foreign war a<.d domestic oer- 
tioo, have so completely failed, at the 
en;» of so many >cars, to prudive that 
styctj/i which has been the professed ob- 
ject of \our pre*Seeess«.rs, in power, as 
tvc-il as of jourseive* ; if. after the*i 
Iroithss endeavours, 1 could hope, that 
>ou would make merely a trial of Par- 
'datHtiiifrrtf rtjorut; of that great mea- 
fcuio, which would- renovate the natural 
spirit, make us bear. our inevitable bur 
dens w. Ill cheerfulness, and strengthen 
our love to « ur country! But, if 1 am 
-titrbnldeu to entertain this hope, 1 will 



mistakes, which have arisen in conse- 
quence of this departure from rectitude, 
more obvious and extravagant, than in 
the opinions now almost generally pre- 
vailing as to the present sta»e of society 
in France. Fuliy aware that the improve- 
ment which has taken place there, since 
the revolution, in the condition of the 
people, is the best proof that can be 
given of the superior excellence of the go- 
vernment, ahncst all our political writers, 
particularly our news-paper press, have 
unceasingly rcpie^ented the people of 
France to be completely demoralized, 
her tied* uncultivated, her manufactures 
annihilated, and the whole aspect of the 
country reduced to a state of dreary waste 
and desolation. It was by ba>e attempts 
tike these that a too successful clamour 
against the republicans was first excited * 
that the nations of Europe were infuriated 
to embark in a bloody contest, and that 
ihey continued, for upwards of twenty 
[vears, to sacrifice their lives for the esta- 



tfUii iiaiKr;.iy cl: 3 thai what 1 have said .1 hlishment of that " Social System/' and 
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that "holy rt!igion, "which, it is said, had 
been overthrown and profaned by the 

jaco!>ins cf France. The repose which 
the treaty of Fails had given to the con- 
tinent, has served in a great measure to 
dissipate the delusion. Liberal minded 
and sensible men, who could not under- 
stand how a country demoralized and 
debased us France was represented to be, 
should be able to maintain its exis- 
tence against the combined attacks of 
Eur; pe, were desirous to satisfy them- 
selves as to the c»use of this unaccount- 
able phenomenon. They visited Fra nee ; 
they observed the customs and manners 
of the people ; they investigated- the 
progress of the arts* of .mrnufdcturcs.of 
agriculture, of K^Jivatiuii ; they particu- 
larly informed tlr. i!oei\e» as to the national 
character of the people, and the general 
aspect of the country; and the result oi 
1l:es«c inquiries, and observations has 
been, that the pubic are now in po^cssion 
of ureal picture of JMauco, drawn from 
actual survey, by persons of undoubted 
credit,aud who were under uo temptation 
whatever to five a false colouring to the 
subject. Of the many works which 
have issued from the press on the pre- 
sent itate of France, I have seen noLe §j 
well calculated to «iive correct ideas re- 

■ spectht"; it. ns Umt pul i: -died by Mr. 
Biritvie. It is entitled " Notes of a 
*' Journey through Prance from Dieppe 
" through Pa rib and Lyons to the Py- 
" rennces, and back through Touh use, 
•* in July, August and September, 15314; 
'* describing the hwhils of the people, 
*' and the agriculture of the coun- 
9t try." — It is my intention, as alrea- 
dy stated, to give a summary or 
analysis of this valuable production. 
It will form a striking contrast to the 
view of society and manners in Prance, 
before the "revolution, as given by Mr. 
Arthur Young, and which has already 
appeared in the Register. The reader 
wilt observe that Mr. Birbeck is not an 
admirer of Napoleon. On the contrary, 
he freely censures what he consider* 
reprehensible in his conduct, and more 
than once stigmatizes him witii the 
epithet of" tyrant." — Vet it was under 
the Go\ernment of this " tyrant" that 
Prance made such prodigious progress, 
io the arts and sciences, and has ac- 
quired to high a character for moral 
conduct, and, .what may be truly called 
the glory of a nation, for the strict inte- 



grity of her people.— After some prelimi- 
nary remarks on the appearance of the 
houses, &c. at Dieppe, where Mr. Bir- 
beck and his friends landed, be proceed! 
as follows. 

Walking near tiie barracks, I was struck with the 
respectable appearance of the soldiers; several 
were scaled under l lie tree>, reading. — Tn (lit 
evening the ftreers, the boulevards, the bourse, 
every convenient place was filled wi h groups of 
people, of all descriptions, engaged in conversation*- 
No rudeness in (he men, no lerily in the females; 
politeness and chcarful, sincere, good humour pre- 
vailing on all shies. How different, thought J, 
from an evening scene in a British sea-|>on t Vet 
Dieppe is said io be one of the coarst-st places in 
France. There is more appearance of enjoyment, 
mid less of positive suffering than I ever beheld 
before, or had any conception of; but it is not the 
sort of eujuymctit which suits my habils ; I quest 
ii"U if I could be happy in their way. What *> 
paiua>-thk : ug unlortunaie race are we! So btisjf 
about living, that we really have not time to live! 
an<l our recreations have so much of vice in them, 
that serious tolks have imagined it impossible to 
be both nurry and wise. The people here, though 
infinitely behhid us rn 1I13 accommodations of life, 
seem to be as much our superiors in the art of 
li\iug. 1 am inloruied thai all tho chUdrcn of the 
labouiina cl*** lv«ni to read; and are generally 
taught ly their parents. the relation between 
a good euucntioii mid good morn)* m'tght be sUvditd 
hrre, to advantage, by the opposera of our i rat- 
proved modes oY teaching the children of the poor. 

On the subject of Education,' our au- 
thor afterwards says, that at Devilie— 

At a very poor inn, in a remote village, where 
we stopped on our morning's ride, the landlady 
kept a child's M-hcol. and her daughter was weaving 
cotton cheek ; her sister kept a little shop, and 
was reading a translation of Youn 's Alight 
thought*. This was more than we should have 
e*p»-Cied, in a village Ale-house, in England. 

The habits of the people more toward* 
the South, he thus describes : 

Having quitted the Pyrennecs, and entered o» 
a district, where, iiisitml ot small fields, numerous 
villages, and a thick population, arc large town*, 
large divisions of laud, and fewer pevfle ; I have 
to remark, on taking leave of my mountain friends* 
that their poverty i» more lis appearance tbauv 
reality. I hey have frog* I habits; and consider 
us luxuries, some things which may petliapt be 
among the necessaries of life in the estimation. 
of their, low laud nei^huouss. Tlwy a*e not un> 
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altns-tafctng indigent peasantry ; but laborious and 
independent ; living upon little, and heedless how : 
but nothing of ihc negligence which is the con- 
stant companion of hopeless poverty, is discover- 
able in their fields; on the contrary, these are 
cultivated with garden-like exactness. Their 
lands and their cattle shew that they are far 
removed from beggary and want. In the richer 
tracts, where their little estates are productive 
*ith moderate toil, the inhabitants are living in 
great plenty ami comfort. Those beautiful and 
fertile Tallies which converge at Tarascon, seem to 
write lowland abundance with mountain simplicity. 



On the labouring c!as<, airl farm Ser- 
vants, Mr. Birbeck has furnished the 
following interesting facts, which 1 have 
extracted from his work without any re- 
gard to the order in which they are there 
placed. 

On my first Innding, t was struck wiib the res- 
pectable appearance of the labouring clans ; I see 
the same marks of comfort and plenty, every wiicre 
as I proceed. I a>k for the wretched peasantry, 
of whom 1 have heard and read so much ; but I 
am always, referred to the revolution ; it seems they 
vanii bed, tin n.— Wages about I .unci; «<H. a day 
the men ; lOd. to i5d« the women. /Uked some 
men who were discing in a vineyard, how many 
shirts lliey hail ;— fifteen to twenty, H 9tii«aut h% 
personuc-," was the reply. I have met with this 
unequivocal proof of ricl.es in every part of the 
vomit rv. The labouring class, formerly the poor, 
arc now rich, in consequcr.ee ol the national do- 
mains hiiviug been sulci in small pilotinents, at very 
Jow rates, and with the indulgence ol live year* 
for completing the payment. Thus hero are 
tew Kihouicrs or domestic servants who are not 
proprietors ol law'. 

Lving between the Tyrennees anl the Medi- 
terranean, Koii^illon enjoy* mountain uales and 
sen breezes, wiih the fertility of a »oii'hern vale, 
and, wtiat adds niuvh lo the delights ot His para- 
dise, a happy |*'a*antry. M. confnmed 

my geneid nbservuliow* on this head, lie hNo 
t»toniic<1 me tli«t it was umimI tor a youth 
ol aixuen, to hire hunse)!, as u domestic 
servant i4i gi 'culture; and, when he airivea ut 
twenty-one or iwenty-two, to have lud u]> 400 or 
AOO iranks 181. or *0\. ste^'ntj. With 40J tranks, 
he Imys a cotmgc and mirrv>: hit wile In* proba- 
bly » I'm K portion. He has au op|»o«iunity also ol 
btrviuu IfHtO >q»nire toi>es (nearly an acre and halt 
Kn^lt>h) ol uncultivated mountain land, reeky 
and pH>r, but fit lor vines: lor this he \'*$* 
Jittren or twenty trunks, and becomes u proprietor; 
bating a constant resource ol ui of » table industry* 
ifc. wittier, wbtu woik may be scarce, WageSa in 



the busy season (which is of pretty long duration* 
including harvest and threshing, then the vintage, 
and afterwards the olives) 40 sous and board # 
women 2> sous, without board The allowance 
of board is 3ib of bread, lib of meat, besides rege. 
table dkhe*, such as haricos, &c and three bottles 
of wine, prr day: in harvest and threshing, 
six bottles of wine. The pound French, is about 
cqnal to 18 ounces, English. 

The Shepherd is a wealthy man. JIi» wife 
shewed us her ample stores of home-spun linen. 
Sh*» sows the hemp, prepares and spins it herself. 
The labouring tlass here [at Tsy n- ar Paris] is cer- 
tainly much higher, on the social -s ale, than with ns. 
Every opportunity of collecting infirmation on l hi* 
il iibj« t ct confirms my first impression, that there ar* 
very few really poor people in Fr nee. Iu England 
a |K>or nran ami a labourer are synonymous term*; 
we speak fanulituly of the p«mr. meaning the labour* 
ing class: not>o here. 1 have now learnt enou^Hi 
to explain ibis diircrencc: and having received 
the same information from every quarter, there is 
no room lo doubt its correctness. 



The general character of the French, 
and the beneficial effects which the revo- 
lution lias produced, particularly on the 
habits of the people, are thus spoken of : 



The approach to "Rouen Is noble : every object 
denotes prosperity and comic it. Since I entered 
the country I have been lookup, in all directions.' 
torthe ruins oi France: for the horrible effects of 
the n volution, of which so much is slid ou our 
side ot the water: but instead of a ruined country, 
I see (it Ids highly cultivated, nn<i towns full of in- 
habitants. No honprs tuiiinK'Ujr down, or empty, 
r.o rugged, wrctrhed-lookins, people. 1 have cn- 
quired, and every body a«ures mo, that agriculture 
has been improving rapidly lot the last twent y-fivo 
years; that the riches and < ond'urts oflhr cohivators 
of i he soil have been doubled during that petiod; 
and that va*t improvement has taken place Im the 
condition ami character ot the common people. In 
t!»e early part of the revol.it ion, more was done in 
the prdmoiii>£ the instruction of the lower order 
than the sinister policy of Ihc late Einpt ror wit 
able to destroy : and, though much remains to Im 
desired on this point, enough has been effected to 
sh»*w that a well-educated commonaby would not 
he warning in industry or subordination. The Na- 
tional .Domains, consisting of the confiscated estate a 
of the church and the emigrant nobility, were ex. 
posed to sale daring the pecuniary distresses of tht 
revolutionary government in small portions, for tho 
accommodation of the lowest order of purchasers, 
and five years allowed for completing the payment. 
Tips indulgence, joined to the depreciation of assig- 
natS; coal»M •** pooiest description ot peaaauu fl» 
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become proprietors: aql such thry are almos 
universally ; possessing from nno to tt u aties. A"t 
as ilie etluc«ii:«.n ot the poor was sedwlou^y pre 
rooted during the c«:rl v y*ar s of the icvolulion, tlieii 
great advance, in character a* will as cimdiiior, 
is no mystery, I pr»kr the count ry character oi 
France to that of the cifv. In the former, li-i 
good ftuits of the Revolution are visiilc r.l t\eij 
Step : pr< vit us to that ara, in the ceuntrv, the mo* 
nmivrflus class, tin- bu'k of the population, all Lu: 
the nobles and the prices, w. re wut,chedly poor 
servile and tliiev sh. 'J his class has assumed a 
new character, iuiptovcd in ptoportion to the 
improvement of its c>ni:io:i. Servility has va- 
nished with ihir povcilv; their thievushn' sa, an 
effect of the »anie cause, has also iu great measure 
disappeared. 

As a proof of the honest disposition of 
the lower order?, Mr. fiirocck gives the 
following aiecuoic of a postillion: 

On oar arrival at cur hotel, the postillion de- 
manded double lor the hisi po*l, as a Postc 
Royale ; *rmcd a i'Au^lois at all points agtii.i*t 
hnpo«i !o:i, i ol.j« cud*; he proposed faring to 
the ltuicau <ics Posies, to pi.»ve his ri^hi ; I, 
Curtail lo be introduced to a French Autuoiilv 
willingly consented, bud away we weit lo the 
Bureau dc* Po?(c»: there lie established hi.* claim. 
On roiuruinglo the hotel l* his voilnrc ami hors s, 
an ai licit* of our ba : _.:agc \ws .ui.-si ig; the po*- 
Itiiiou dcJand ii'e had not s< en ii, and a* we 
could not ascertain at what place ii haft been Jell, 
it wvs fjven up d« !oit ; it was a s.:c dt nuil, con- 
taining tunducs of some viduj. In three day* 
the »,oue posldliou leii our sac at the hoiel un- 
opened, not an article mi»siug: he had traced 
it Lack uiuil he found it ; and considering he 
mode of our stttlentnl, ii was m re than v*e ex- 
pected. I jjve ii as u .sumple of French honesty 
and regard lor character. As another instance 
of the same a.i.d; a postillion gthopped alter 
us thtee miles, with a m..di article winch lia-t 
been oveilnnJicd iu shining the Linage. 

In se\eial prints I louud tiie French charac- 
tcr didercnt fr.iu what i had oo.eived it, Irum 
the common report. Tiere is a sort of independ- 
ence, an uprightness of mauuer, denoting eqiediu 
and the coiu»ciousne*s of it, which I was not pre- 
pared tor. This is sometimes, in l he lower cl .:m», 
accompanied by sonieihiug like American rou^h 
itr j5, and *s not altogether agreeable to our habits. 
In general however ihey aie extremely altenti\e 
to good iranners in their intercourse with each 
other, and with their superiors ; but you mav look 
in vain for that deference, border 'njf on scrvilit\ 
winch we are ai customed to from our dependant*; 
who arc, uoiwiihstandiiijj, free bom Engnshnr n! 



— I hare had constant occasion to remark the 
xcellent cond tiou of the labouring class; thcif 
.eceui respectable appearance. This was more' 
ihan I had expected. 

The decorum of manners in both sexes which pre* 
vails universally, surpiised and delighted me 
• ?yon i expression. Here are none of those exhi- 
niti -us oi p"ofi»g**cyf which digital you at every 
step, rvtn in our country villages. No ragged 
wi etches sti.ugcring home from a filthy alehouse. 
One diuuktn m. in, and but one, I saw in all my 
jnu.nry. Now, this is not to be attributed to ab- 
ject puverty, absolutely depririug them of tht* 
means of intoxication, as might have been trie 
chsc beloe the revolution : on the coniiary* 
wine and brandy are cheap, and the earnings. • 
of the labourer in e at least one third more in pro- 
pinion than in Enjaml, Such is lite habitual 
temperance of the description of people who with 
us are most addicted lo drinking, that the inns, 
fie-.pier.ted by postillions and waggoners, seldom 
h.ive any liquor stronger than their ordinary wine. 
If yaw (all lor brandy, they are- obi ged to send 
lor it to the CatlV. The manager of an iron forge - 
was describing lo me the severe- labour which the 
u orL men perlortned before their immense fires : I 
enquired aoout their drinking, and he assured ra« 
iii.it they never drank even their own weak wine 
riOoui water. Intimately connected w.iih the tcm- 
p line 1 o( the men is the modesty of ihe vr^meii, 
and equally exemplary. 

A haoit of economy and frugality, accompanied, 
by a perfect indilierence to stile and slrew, ia ano- 
ther «;haraet«*risiic ot the French nation, extending 
llirou^u 'til ranks : and entinly inconsistent with 
Hie tathiouabie irivolily which has been attributed 
lo them. I am a countryman, ami it is France as a 
eou.r.'Y that 1 came lo visit and am deaciibing, not 
Piri- in particular. The exceptions to my slate- 
n K :;i will be louud in ihe latter, where no doubt 
I here are too niauy examples of cveiy enormity, 
V<t Paris ilst If will bear me out when compared 
wiin l^ondon. 

I nad heurd much of French beggars, and tbetjt 
are loo many to be seen hovering around ihe posl- 
'.o..ies, an 1 on the hills of the greal roads, espe- 
ei. iiy nortii o4 Paris": thy are mosily \ery old or 
hjiii-I peo t le w!io follow tugging as a prolv>siui), 
^i.iuiH tAiiiuitiog.naiks ol extreme poverty, being 
ofiinuea'ly, an 1 even well, clad. . Beggars seem 
.o be an ess. nt al part ol the Catholic system, af- 
oiding occasion tor (he meritorious work of giving 
Ims : but as the amoum required to constitute H- 
liile to reward has not bi.cn exactly stated, Tfry 
mihII coins are ciiiefly iaiequcst for that purp^i 
ttti-i people generally carry a store ol them. O 
of my lellow travellers* Iroin Clermont, who was 
Ids way to Pads, I bvUctjF, to purcJiust ^m vatat- 
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lie charity united. He jjave -a beggur a sous, and i 
look back tivo liaids in change 



[474 



The following very interesting particu- 
lnrs, as to the occupations of the fair 
sex, are highly deserving of consideration : 

In every purt o( France women employ t hem- 
ic! ves in offices which arc deemed with us unsuii- 
■ble to the sex. Here there is no j>e*ual di>tine- 
tiun ot employment : the women undertake ai^ 
task they are able to |>ei form, without much notion 
*f ntne»sor un(imcs<$. This applies to all classes. 
The lady of one of the principal clothers *i Loo- 
kers, conducted n> over the woiks ; gave us pal- 
terns of the best cloths ; ordered the machinery to 
be set in motion for our gratification, and was evi- 
dently in the habit of attending |o the whole detail 
of the business. Juat so, near Rouen, the wile ol 
the lar^eat farmer in that quaiter, conducted iuc to 
the barns and stables ; shewed me the various im- 
plement*, and explained their use : t»ok me into 
the fields, and described the mode of hu*bttmlrv. 
which «hc perfectly understood ; expatiated on the 
♦xteHence of their fallows ; pointed out the best 
•Deep in the flock, and gave inc a det.dl of th. ir 
management in busing their wether lambs and Al- 
iening their wethers. This was on a farm of about 
400 acres. In every shop and warehouse you see 
similar activity in the females. Ai the r ^ al porce- 
lain manufactory at Sevres, a woman was called to 
receive payment lor the articles we purchased. In 
the Halic de Bled, at Paris, women, in their little 
count iug-!H>u>es, are periorm'.ng the office ol i'«c- 
tors, in the sale of graiu and flour. In every de- 
partment they occupy an important station, hum 
one extremity of the country to the other. 

In many ca^e.s, where women are employed in 
♦lie more laborious occupations, the real cause, i* 
directly opposite to the appareut. You see them 
in the souib, threshing, with the men, under a burn- 
. ing *un ;— it is a family pary threshing out the 
crop of their owu freehold : a woman is holding 
« plough ;— the plough, the horses, the la-.d i* 
hcr's ; or, (hs we have it) her husband's ; who i- 
.*• firubatly-wwtng the wheat which she is turning in. 
Yon arc sitocked on seemg a .fiuc young woman 
loading a dung carl ; h belongs to her future, who 
is. manuring his own fiejd, for their common sup- 
port. In these instances the toil of the woman de- 
notes wealth rather than want ; though the laid-. 
is the motive to which a auj>erncial observer woulo 
aefer it. Who can estimate the importance, in u 
mural and political view, of this state of things : 
Where the women, iu the complete exercise of theii 
mania! aad bodily faculties, are performing the? 
ftili share of the duties of Lie. it is the natural 
>aaJUijr conditio* «i Society. iu iufl tt euce tta t]k 
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female character in France is a proof of it. There 
is that freedom of action, and reliance on their own 
powers, in i!,e Fiench women, generally, which oc- 
cnsionalfr, we observe with aiimiraiiou iu womea, 
of superior talents in England. 

The contrast drawn by our author be- 
tween the ancient nobility and the pre- 
aeut occupiers of land in France, poss- 
ess no small dt^rce of interest : 

The a„cient nobiliiy. before the revolution, 
were not very reiiued in their mode of living 
at their chateau*. These hou.es, geue.ally 
m a ruinous r.ale and b,u!v l,.:ni,he»l, were 
occasionally visited by their ,in„,,, i , a ,, 1 , illI ,; u | 
probably hy a party of ^^, iUi .\ „ nu'ucous 
mbe of domestics. These visi.s vu-.e ihe result of 
caprice sometimes; olten of nece-Py : to recover 
l.csh vigor for th» cvpences of Pun,: hut rarely 
lor the true cr-.jowneut of ti.e country. Their ap- 
pearance vvh, uoi welcomed by llieineiiuni,, f„ IIM 
whom ceitain extra service were then required. 
Provisions of all kind,, grain, fish, fowl, all were in 
requisition. The dependnnts, u | m ,s, plundering 
and insolent of course. 'J he rentry, H n n.ii-.huir 
lime at cards or bill.ards ; or promenading iu their 
strait lined gardens, in .tin Parian dresses, were 
only kn.wnon their .-slate* to be hated and des- 
P«8^d, A belter spirit prevails ni present. Pro- 
prietors have acquire 1 a .ouch of the countiy gen- 
tleman, and are cultivating their csutca; whJst (ho 
intau.s are relieved Im„ de^di- co.vcts and 
other odious oppressions. Still, milc I, i* wanting 
to render a country residence inviti^ i„ u, , c wf o 
cannot be satisfied in u ,c suciny el Tia-ir o»n do- 
•nestic circle; or who m ,y not be blcs.ed w.th a nu- 
merous and happy f mily. When capital, in the 
hands ol well educated nun, begins to be diiectcd 
lo rural affair, a foundation i s j.,id for n betier state 
of society. A broad inundation of this sort 1, M 
bee,, already laid in France. Thanks to the 
llevolut on I— 

We have heard muc!i respecting the 
Police, and the number of crime* in 
tradesmen. Many have fione srj f ar a , 
to attribute .the increase of crimes with 
us to- a. defect in our hnvs of police.— 
? ut w «alevtr may be in this, it is clear 
.rom-JI/r IJirbfcfc 9 s statement, that 
crimes are by no means so prevailing theie 
as in this country. 

Whilst .railin? for my pas , port ^ d?par(urc , at 
the Uurcau of the IViecture.^v persons were 
rece.vn.g passport, of rcmovaJ from one section of 
I an. to another. A strides of judUs, of M hicii £ 
wetore ^ad no concejxioii. J inn,,j ue a r( . gi , !tT ;, 
kept oftheinha^bUanti- of every b, US e ; and f ro « 
tlto amuig^tat of the auairou* daks iu lki*l» Dg 
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©fid cuimuodioiisapartineut, called the Bureau dc? 
)'u»j.}K>rts,.i hnvc no doubt bul this important ob- 
ject »» attained Awtbutil difficulty or cou fusion. 1 
presume pauperis are procured uilhout much trou- 
ble or any e.vpuiee to ilie panics: ihey are there- 
fore liui hit-lv to be nejJceJed -by »u> but the evil 
<Iisp*»&cu; Hiid as general secuihy is the Mini, ami 
in a g:ea» decree the result, of these -seeiuinuLy se- 
vere regulations, ihey may be submitted to with 
cheerfulness. A p«!;cc of this iind must prevent the 
existence ol such hordes of banditti as infest our me- 
tropolis. Here can be no dark aud inscrutable recesses 
where villains by profession may collet", in a mas*, 
and conspire Hgi.insl the public, 'this is lite fair 
s-ide. Ho* much these regulations lavnur political 
lyruuuj', I aui not qualified to say ; but heie 1 sus- 
pect luischcif. However, the dcil-< in liiis cilice 
appear to bo a civil, respectable set, and much bet- 
ter employed in preventing uiini'S, and arc proba- 
bly better men, than the swarm of police oncers, 
with us, who live by them ; who, by overlooking 
snuill offenc-.s, nurse up the criminal* to that emi- 
nence in guilt, which entitles the thief-taker to a 
reward. Secuiitj of person and properly, two 
great endi of Society, are attained in a higher de- 
cree under the French thau under she English 
system 

Prevention of crimes is the very spirit of the 
former, which ptivadts every place, and meits 
you »l every turn, lit tbc country, the Gardes 
champetres, a revolutionary instil utiou, are the 
j^reat means, always in activity, of crusliiug them 
in the egg. One or more of these otftcers is ap- 
pointed in every commune, whose duty il fr to 
prevent all i>elty depredations, aud even trespasses 
out of the public paths, lu every case they way 
a i rot the offender, and carry him before the 
major of the commune, who levies a penalty 
according to law. These mcu are always on the 
alert; aimed, mostly with a pike, sometimes with 
a guu ; aud are authorised to use . force in case of 
resistance. In towns, the preventive police is p r- 
Jwruied by the military, and most effectually. 
Ikring under tho direction of the civil power, if 
such a ioxc must be mauitaiocd, perhaps thi 8 
is the best mode of employing it. Jim regularity 
and strictness of military discipline, form the French 
soldiers into excellent civil guards, and the cud i» 
»o beneficial tliat the means . may well be toleiated. 
TIk Gardes champetie* are so watchful and alert, 
that they seem to possess a . sort of ubiquity 
which is very effectual in pretesting petly depre* 
datious. Walking up a u'dl from Gorbcif, I stray a{ 
into a vineyard by the road side. The grapes were 
miserable j small as curtasts, and u a ripe. To 
plunder was the last thing I should have thought 
q{; however J picked a little twnch. As 1 
aajus out of the »i**yar4, * tfm»f9W$ feiior, 



wiilt a pike iu his hand, met me, and civilly en- 
quired if the grapes were good. * Les raisins 
^out ils bona?" •■ Non, n replied I. - Comma 
caf and shewed, him the bunch I had 
gathered. You must go with me "u la Ville,* 
says he, «• devant le Maire. M I remonstrated 
—he threatened: at length he consented 
to let me off for a frai.k. This I tlioeld 
not hive complied with, if ray company lu*d not 
been forward, aud waiting for me; but would have 
pud the le^u! penalty before the mayor. In the 
south, where viney ards are universal, the same de- 
gree of strictness would not have apiwarcd in this 
particular, but the watchful spirit is perccired 
every where. 

With a Government really Representative, snob 
a police would not be an engine of op|>ression: and 
to estimate ils value in comparison with a vindic- 
tive police, such as that of England, we mu>t coo-, 
sider the wretcheducss of the a^enl of a criminal 
act, as well as the surferiug of its object. - Its watch- 
ful character renders p ; lining unprofitable .and 
dangerous, l here lore it is not followed as a pro- 
fession : u man rises tp an accomplished villain by 
decrees, therefore tl*e prevention of small ftftVncpf 
Minders the commission of atrecious crimes. 



(To be continued.) 



Marshal Marmont. 

Sir, — At the time the influence of the 
allies caused the defectum of the Duke 
of Ragusa from Napoleon, the Duke was 
stationed at the iiead of forty thousand 
of the finest troops in the French ser- 
vice, to act as a screen on Paris, ou the 
approach of the allies to that capital. 
This command formed an important post 
in the plan of a master-piece of Gene- 
ralship, by the execution of which, had 
Marmont only remained faithful, the al- 
lies would have fallen in the hands of 
Napoleon. When the Duke of Ragusa 
consented to betray Napoleon, he detach- 
ed twenty thousand of these troops from 
his army ; sending them quite out cf the 
way; the affectionate devotion to the 
cause of their country, and the ealhuai* 
astic attachment to Napoleon of the 
whole of this veteran army, rendering 
even the remaining twenty thousand men 
a formidable corps. To these the Duke 
of. Ragusa contrived to have thirty 
pound shot served out, although .their 
largest guns carried only tw en t \ pottnr 
der4 ; and so minutely djd he enter .into 
the details of treachery, (hat lie caused 
SANtt tp ko jw*e4 with the jpoaagder 
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tvlrich was to be used by these brave fel ' 
lows ! ! ! — The attempt made by the 
Duke of Ragusa to vindicate bis conduc; 
towards Napoleon, obliges me, in cuui 
won justice, to refute ail his laboured 
defence' by this plain statement oi 
FACTS : for coutirmalion of the truin 
of which, I apj>eal to the survivors oi 
all those brave soldiers, whom he THUS 
left lobe slaughtered!! lam, <fcc. 

MlRATOR. 

C iff ten, ^prt7l3,1815. 



The Address. 
Mr. Cobbktt. — lu the Regent's Mes- 
sage to Parliament, we are told, that 
*be events which have recently occurred 
in France, thi-eaten consequeuccs highly 
dangerous to the tranquillity and inde- 
pendence of Europe. Let us pause here 
for a moment, and consider whether 
or not this broad assertion be true. — Bo- 
naparte, we know, has declared his deier- 
■tinatiou to rest on the Treaty of Paris ; 
he has declared that he will not invade 
other countries, but only defend him^eii 
against foreign attack, lu what then 
consists the danger to the tranquillity 
and independence of Europe] Why 
.should not ail Europe continue in the 
present state of peace 1 France has, 
hy a calm Revolution, changed her Ru- 
ler ; Louis left the throne, and Napoleon 
took it; and it is clear that Napoleon is 
the ehoice and approbation of the French 
People. Who dare dispute the right 
of the People to the choice of their 
Rulers 1 In what respect then does this 
simple, but wonderful change endanger 
the tranquillity of Europe s We are told 
that there is to be an augmentation of 
his Majesty's land, and sea forces. For 
what. purpose is this augmentation? Will 
Dot this augmentation of land and* sea 
forces lead to au augmentation of land 
and sea taxes ? Is not the whole world 
bow in a stale of Peace, and ought not 
every thing to eel urn to a peace esta- 
blishment 1 .Must .we be for ever- in the 
expensive attitude of war, because the 
tranquillity of Europe titay, some time or 
-ether, be disturbed I Who b to disturb 
k ? At one time* the Emperor of Russia ; 
at another time the Kin** of Prussia ; at 
another, Napoleon Bonaparte, or Louis 
the 16th, llttb, or 20th ; may be said 
to endanger it And so we are to be 
perpetually burdened with increasing 
fe&e* because the txanquiUitjr aid inde- 



pendence of Europe may be possibly 
disturbed. Ministers, I have uo doubt, 
ardently desire war. But war does uot 
^uit them just at present. They must 
communicate with the Allies. Some of 
ihem may have been offended at Con- 
gress. They want also large subsidies. 
The property tax, or something like it, 
will be the next ministerial measure. 
And soon after war will be declared 
against Fiance. I hope I am mistaken* 
but a short time will determine. 

Yours, &c. Ac. G. G. F. 
London, April 12th, 1815, 

Lord Cochrane. 

His Lordship has addressed a Letter 
" To his Con$tilmnt* t " in which he fully 
explains his motives for leaving the King's 
Bench prison, and the objects he had iu 
view in taking his seat in the House of 
Commons. Justice requires that this 
publication should be read, before any 
o::e ventures to an sure the conduct of 
his Lordship. I have no room for more 
than the following extracts : — 

•' I have heard much about the duty of 
submitting to the laws, but uot enough 
to inspire me with reverence for iniquity 
exercised under legal appearances. It is 
not by him who resists iujustice commit- 
ted under the forms of law, but by him 
who makes those forms the instruments 
and the cloke of injustice, that the laws 
are violated. I did not, however, quit 
these walls to escape from personal op- 
pression, but at the hazard of my life to 
assert that right to liberty which as a 
member of the community I have never 
forfeited, and that right which I received 
from you, to attack in its very den, the 
corruption which threatens to annihilate 
the liberties of us all. I did not quit 
them to fly from the justice of my coun- 
try, but to expose the wickedness, fraud, 
aud hypocrisy of those who elude that 
justice by committing > their enormities 
under the colour of its name. Ijdid not 
quit them from the childish > motive of 
ini patience under suffering : I staid long 
enough here to evince ; that I could ea* 
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4nre restraint as a pain, but not as a pe- 
nalty. I staid long enough to be certain 
that my persecutors were conscious of 
their injustice ; and to feel that my sub 
mission to their unmerited infections was 
losing the dignity of resignation, and 
sinking into the ignominious endurance 
of an insult. 

*' Gentle men ; if it had not been for 
the commotion excited by that obnoxious, 
injurious, and arbitrary measure, the 
Corn Bill, which he?Mti to evince itself 
on the day of my departure from prison,! 
(which was on the anniversary of my 
escape from similar oppression at Malta 

four vears before.) I should have lost uo 4 » . , » ., , # 
' j tc " a " v v,, -»/ r tJ )e SpoHKcr had thought proper to coin- 

time in proceeding to the House of Com- i 

mons : but conjecturing that the spirit ot 



been long most unjustly detained; but 
I judged it better to endeavour to 
conceal my absence, and to defer my 
appearance iu the House until the public 
agitation excited by the Corn Bill, should 
subside. And 1 have further to request, 
that you will also communicate to the 
House that it is my intention qn an 
early day lo present myself for the pur- 
pose of taking my seat, and moving an 
Inquiry into the conduct of Lord Kilen- 
uorougb. — 1 have the honour to be, Sir, 
your most obedient humble servant, 
Cochrane." 

" Gentlemen: If the Hit* lit Honourable 



disturbance might derive some encourage- 
ment from my unexpected appearance at 
that time, and having no inclination to 
promote tumult, I resolve J to defer my 
appearanceatthatllouie, anl, if possible, 
to conceal my departure from the Prison, 
until the order of the Metropolis should be 
restored, f had, however, been out but 
a few days w hen I received intimation 
that a Committee of the House of Com- 
mons appointed to enquire into the state 
of the Prison, had discovered that I was 
absent. Conceiving that they would 
communicate the circumstance, and anxi- 
ous to obviate any false impressions as to 
any motives and intentions, I immediately 
addressed the following Letter to the 
Speaker, which I fully expected he would 
Jiave read to the House : 

London, Marth, 9, 1815. 

*' Sir: I respectfully request that you 
.will state to the Honourable the House 
..of Commons, that I should immediately 
and personally have communicated .to 
tbem my departure from the custody of 
Lord Ellenbofougb, by whom I have 



p ! \ with my request; if he had read my 
Letter to the Hon-c, as he afterward* 
read that which he received from the 
Marshal of the King's Bench, relative 
to my apprehension ; the scandalous re- 
ports which appeared in the hireling 
Journals, attributing my conduct to cri- 
minal or contemplative motives, could 
not have been invented or propagated. 

" I did not go to the House of Com- 
mons to complain about losses or suffer- 
ings; about tine or imprisonment ; or of 
property to the amount of ten times tlie 
fine, of which I have beeu cheated by 
this malicious Prosecution. I did not 
go to the House to complain of the 
'.mockery of having been heard in • my 
defence, and answered by a reference to 
that Decision from which that Defence 
was an Appeal. I did not go there to 
cqmplain of those who expelled me from 
my Profession: for if I could have 
stopped to the Enemies of my Coun- 
try at home, I might . still v have 
been instrumental in humbling -its 
Enemies abroad. I did not go to the 
House to complain, generally, of -the 
Advisers of the Crown: but I went the« 
to complain of .the conduct of -him — 
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To the People op England. 
On ike approaching War against France. 

The last war against France swelled the 
annual taxes on account of the National 
Debt from 9 millions of pounds to 41 
millions of pounds; it caused, besides 
this, 600 millions of pounds to be 
raised, during the war, in other taxes; it 
has reduced us to such a state, thai, even 
in peace j loans were become necessary, 
besides taxes almost as heavy as in time of 
war. Such, in short, in a pecuniary view, 
were the effects of that war, that the go- 
vernment found it expedient to resort to a 
Corn- Bill, in order to raise and keep up 
the price of the first necessary of life, that 
the Owners and Tillers of the soil might 
be able to. pay the taxes which that go- 
vernment wanted to pay the interest of the 
Debt and to maintain the military esta- 
blishments. 

These facts being undeniable, have we 
not reason to dread the consequences of 
another war against France ? Ought we 
to run head-long into such a war ? [ have, 
In my four last Numbers, strenuously la- 
boured to prevent this calamity; but, I 
now really begin to fear, that the wishes 
of the enemies of peace and freedom may 
finally prevail. The Income or Property 
Tax is again to be brought forward, and, 
if the news-papers be correct, on the same 
principle as before. The Alien Act is 
again to be proposed, if we are to rely 
upon the same sources of information. 
In short, if the accounts of proceedings in 
Parliament be true, we shall very soon be 
thrown back to the state of 1813 as to 
expence, and to 1703 as to principle of 
action. 

In my late Numbers I hare, I think, 
▼ery clearly shown, that, if we now make 
^rar upon France, it will be but of the 
power of any human being to dispute the 
fact ; that the war, on our part, is a war 
*f aggression, and of aggression, too, of 
the most odious- and intolerable kind, see- 
ing that even its openly professed object 
roust be to force a government , or a chief, 
«pon France. It U said : " No :fre only 



cc want to force the French to put dozen 
" their present chief 9 That is to say, 
we, modest people I do not wish, God for- 
bid! to interfere in the internal affairs of 
France ; we do not wish to force a chief 
upon her; but, she having a chief whom 
we do not like, we will make war upon 
her, until she put him away. That is all ! 
Our modesty will not let us go an inch 
further. 

In order that you may clearly see what 
is the light, in which the French govern* 
meut view the matter, I shall subjoin to 
this address the Official Documents pub- 
lished in France, relative to it. In these 
you will find the answer, which France 
gives to all her enemies. Here you will 
find a clear description of the grounds, on 
which she rests. The first document con- 
tains an answer to the charges against her 
and her chief; the second contains the 
reasons for her preparing for her defence*. 
To these documents I have prefixed the 
memorable Declaration of the Allies, 
dated at Vienna on the 13th of March. 
This was the first stone hurled at the 
French nation. A careful perusal, and 
an occasional reference, \o these Docu- 
ments, will keep fresh in the memory of 
every man the REAL CAUSES of the 
war, if war should now take place. 

The Borough-faction, who are now 
crying out for war through the columns of 
our vile news-papers, tell us, that we can* 
not live in safety, while Napoleon is at the 
head of the government of France. This 
has, under all changes, been their cry for 
the last 22 years. We could not live at 
peace with the National Assembly. We 
could have no peace and safety with the 
Convention. We could not have peace 
and safety with the Consuls. We could 
have no peace and safety with the Em- 
peror before; no, nor can we have it 
with him now. The BOURBONS : these 
are the people, with whom alone our 
Borough-faction think they can enjoy 
peace. We must, therefore, depose Napo- 
leon : yes, as we deposed Mr. Madison ! 
The peace of Europe and the world ; and, 
especially our Q~n ?aftty> require, we are 
Q 
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told, this deposition. But, just so we were 
told in the case of Mr. Madison. " No 
cc peace ! No peace ! No peace with James 
"" Madison !" was'thecry of this faction. 
Down with him! Send Duke Wellington ! 
Kill! kill! kill! Keep killing; keep bom- 
barding; keep burning; keep on till James 
Madison be deposed; 'till that "rebel 
and traitor ;" 'till that u mischievous ex- 
" ample of the success of democratic re- 
<c bellion be destroyed." They said our 
work was but half done, 'till this was ac- 
complished; and, they have become al- 
most mad since their scheme was defeated. 
Well, then, Englishmen, can you be- 
lieve, that these same men ; that this same 
wicked faction, wish to put down Napo- 
leon for the love of freedom ? Was it for 
the love of freedom that they wished to 
depose Mr. Madison ? Can you believe, 
"that it is from the fear of our safety being 
put in danger by Napoleon ? Was jt 
from the* fear of our safety being endan- 
gered by Mr. Madison that they wished 
to depose him ? Do you think, that they 
were afraid, that Mr. Madison would 
over-run Europe zcith his armies f Alas ! 
do you not see what is their real fear? 
Do you not see, that it is liberty ; that it 
Is free government ; that it is the rigJits 
of mankind^ which they wish to see de- 
posed/ Some patriot said : <c where liberty 
is, there is my country." - If this faction 
were to speak out honestly, they would 
say : u where liberty is, there is our He//." 

Declaration or the Allies. 

The Powers who have signed the Treaty 
of Paris, assembled at the Congress at Vi- 
enna, being informed of the escape of Na- 
poleon Bonaparte, and of his entrance 
iuto France with an armed force, owe it 
to their own dignity and the interest of 
social order, to make a solemn declara- 
tion of the sentiments which this event 
has excited in them. By thus breaking 
the convention which has established him 
in ihc island of Elba, Bonaparte destroys 
the only legal title on which his existence 
depended — by appearing again in France 
with projects of confusion and disorder, 
he has deprived himself of the protection 
of the law, and has manifested to the uni- 
verse, that there can be neither peace nor 
truce with him. The Powers consequently 
declare, that Napoleon Bonaparte has 
placed himself without the pale of civil 



and social relations ; and that as an'eae- 
my and disturber of the tranquillity of the 
world he has rendered himself liable to 
public vengeance. They declare at the 
same time, that firmly resolved to main- 
tain entire the Treaty of Paris of the 
30th May, 1814, and the dispositions sanc- 
tioned by that Treaty, and those which 
they have resolved on, or shall hereafter 
resolve on, to complete and to consolidate 
it, they will employ all their means, and 
will unite all their efforts ; that the gene- 
ral peace, the object of the wishes of Eu- 
rope, and the constant purpose of their 
labours, may not again be troubled ; and 
to guarantee against every attempt which 
shall threaten to replunge the World into 
the disorders and miseries of revolutions. 
And although entirely persuaded that all 
France, rallying round its legitimate Sove- 
reign, will immediately annihilate this last 
attempt of a criminal and impotent deliri- 
um ; all the Sovereigns of Europe ani- 
mated by the same sentiments, and guided 
by the same principles, declare that if, con- 
trary to all calculations, there should re- 
sult from this event any real danger, they 
will be ready to give to the King of France, 
and to the French nation, or to any other 
Government that shall be attacked, as 
soon as they shall be called upon, all the 
assistance requisite to restore public tran- 
quillity, and to make a common cause 
against ail those who should undertake 
to compromise it. The present Declara- 
tion inserted in the Register of the Con- 
gress assembled at Vienna, on the 13th 
March, 1815, shall be made public. Done 
and attested by the Plenipotentiaries of the 
High Powers who signed the Treaty of 
Paris, Vienna, 13th March, 1815. 
Austria— Prince Mettcrnichy Baron Wis- 

senberg. 
France. — Prince Talleyrand, the DuJce of 

Dalberg, Latour du Pin, Count Alexis 

and Noailles. 
Great Britain. — Wellington, XUwicarty, 

Cathcarty Stewart. 
Portugtkl.'—CountPamclki SaldankaLobs. 
Prussia. — Prince Jlardenberg^ Baron 

Humboldt. 
Russia. — Count Rasumov$k# y Count 

Staeckelberg 9 Count Nesselrode* 
Spain.— P. Gomez Labrador* 
Swedeto. — Lafmcnhelm. 
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ANSWER OF THE FRENCH GO- 
VERNMENT. 

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE OF PRFSIDENTS 
OF THE COUNCIL OF STATE, APRIL 2. 

In consequence of the remit which has 
been made to it, the Committee, composed 
of Presidents of Sections of the Council of 
State, has examined the Declaration of the 
13th of March, the report of the Minister 
of General Police, and the documents 
thereto subjoined. The Declaration is in 
a form so unusual, conceived in terms so 
strange, expresses ideas so anti-social, that 
the Committee was ready to consider it as 
one of those forgeries by which despicable 
.men seek to mislead the people, and pro- 
duce a change in public opinion. But the 
verification of legal minutes drawn up at 
Metz and of the examinations of couriers, 
has left no ground for doubt that the trans- 
mission of this declaration was made by 
f the Members of the French Legation at 
Vienna, and it must, therefore, be regard- 
ed as adopted and signed by them. It was 
in this first point of view that the Com- 
mittee thought it their duty to examine, 
in the first instance, this production, which 
is without precedent in the annals of dip- 
lomacy, and in which Frenchmen,, men 
invested with a public character the most 
respectable, begin by a sort of placing 
without the law, or, to speak more pre- 
cisely, by an incitement to the assassination 
of the Emperor Napoleon. We say with 
the Minister of Police that this Declara- 
tion is the work of the French Plenipoten- 
tiaries ; because those of Austria, Russia, 
Prussia, and England, could not hare 
signed a deed which the Sovereigns and the 
nations to which they belopg will hasten 
to disavow. For in the first place these 
Plenipotentiaries, most of whom co-opera- 
ted in the treaty of Paris, know that Na- 
poleon was there recognised as retaining 
the title of Emperor, and as Sovereign of 
the isle of Elba : they would have desig- 
nated him by these titles, nor would have 
departed, either in substance or form, from 
the respectful notice which they impose. 
'They would 1 hare felt that; according to 
the law of nations, the Prince least power- 
ful from the ^extent 'or population of his 
States, enjoys, in regard to his political 
and civil character, , the rights belonging 
to every SovereignPrince equally with the 
most powerful Monarch ; and Napoleon, 
recognized under the title of Emperor ; 



and as a Sovereign Prince by all the Powers, 
was no more than any one triable by the 
Congress of Vienna. An oblivion of those 
principles, which it is impossible to ascribe 
to Plenipotentiaries who weigh the rights 
of natious with deliberation and prudence, 
has in it nothing astonishing, when t is dis- 
played by some French ministers, whose 
consciences reproach them with more than 
one act of treason, in whom fear has' pro- 
duced rage, and whom remorse deprives 
of reason. Such persons might have risk- 
ed the fabrication, the publication of a 
document like the prett iulcd declaration, 
of the 13th of March, in the hope of stop- 
ping the progress of Napoleon, and mis- 
leading the French people as to the true 
principles of foreign powers. But such 
men are not qualified, like the latter, to 
judge of the merit of a nation which they 
have misconceived, betrayed, delivered up 
to the arms of foreigners. That nation, 
brave and generous, revolts against every- 
thing bearing the character of baseness and 
oppression ; its affections become enthu- 
siastic when their object is threatened or 
attacked by a great injustice ; and the as- 
sassination to which the declaration of the 
13th of March incited, will find an arm for 
its execution neither amoi^g the 25 mil- 
lions of Frenchmen, the majority of whom 
followed, guarded, protected Napoleon 
from the Mediterranean to the capital, nor 
among the 18 millions of Italians, the 6 
millions of Belgians and, Rhenish, nor the 
numerous nations of Germany, who, at 
this solemn crisis, have not pronounced 
his name but with respectful recollections; 
not amidst the indignant English nation, 
whose honourable Sentiments disavow the 
language which has been audaciously 
put' into the mouths of Sovereigns. The 
nations of Europe are enlightened ; they 
judge the rights of the Allied Princes, and. 
those of the Bourbons. They If now thdt 
the convention of Fontainbleau was a 
treaty among Sovereigns ; its violation, 
the entrance of Napoleon on the French 
territory, like every infraction of a diplo- 
maticact, like every hostile invasion, could 
only lead to an ordinary war, the result 
of which can only be, in respect of persons, 
that of being conqueror or conquered, free, 
or. a . prisoner of war ; in respect of pos- 
sessions, that -of being either preserved or 
lost, increased or diminished; and that 
eyery thought, every threat, every attempt 
against the life of a Prince at war with 
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• another, is a thing Unheard of in the hit* 
tory.of nations and the cabinets of Eu- 
rope. In the violence, the rage, the ob- 
livion of principles which characterise the 
Declaration of the 13th of March, we re- 
- cognise the envoys of the same Prince, the 
organs of the same Councils, which, by 
the Ordinance of the 9th of March, also 
placed Napoleon without the law, also in- 
vited against him the poniards of assassins, 
and promised a reward to the bringer of 
his head. What, however, did Napoleon 
do ? He did honour by his confidence to 
the men of all nations, insulted by the in- 
famous mission to which it was wished to 
invite them ; he shewed himself moderate, 
generous, the protector even of those who 
had devoted him to death. When he spoke 
to General Excelmans, marching towards 
the column which closely followed Louis 
Stanislas Xavier ; to Count D'Erlon, 
who had to receive him at Lille; to General 
Clausel, who went to Bordeaux, Where 
was the Duchess D' Angouleme ; to Gene- 
ral Grouchy, dispatched to put a period 
to the civil dissensions excited by the Duke 
D' Angouleme — everywhere, in short, or- 
ders were given by the Emperor that per- 
sons should be protected and sheltered 
from every attack, every danger, every 
violence, while on the French territory, 
and when they quitted it. Nations ami 
posterity will judge on which side, at this 
great conjuncture, has been respect for 
the rights of the people and of sovereigns, 
for the laws of war, the principles of civi- 
lization, the inaxiras of laws, civil and reli- 
gious. They will decide between Napo* 
-Icon and the House of Bourbon. 

If, after having examined the pretended 
Declaration of the Congress under this 
jirst view, it is discussed in its relations to 
diplomatic conventions, and to the treaty 
-of Fontainbleauof the 11th of April, 1814, 
ratified by the French government, it will 
be found that its violation is only imputa- 
< blc to the very persons who reproach Na- 
poleon therewith. The treaty of Fontain- 
* bleau has been violated by the Allied 
Powers, and the House of Bourbon, in 
what regards the Emperor Napoleon and 
his family, in what regards the interests 
and the rights of the French nation. 

First— The Empress Maria-Louisa and her ton 
ought to have obtained passports, and an escort 
to repair to tbe Emperor; aud far from execut- 
ing this promise, tbey separated violently the 



wife from tbe husband, the son from the father, 
and that during distressing circumstances, when 
the firmest soul has need of looking for consohi- 
tiou and support to the bosom of its family, aud 
domestic affections. 

v Secondly— The safety of Napoleon, of his in' 
perial family, and of their attendants, was gua- 
ranteed (14th article of treaty), by all tbe 
Powers ; and bands of assassins have been or- 
ganised in France under the eyes of the French 
Government, and even by its orders, as will 
soon be proved by the solemn process agiimt 
the Sienr Demootbreuil, for tbe purpose of at- 
tacking the Emperor and his brothers and their 
wives : in default of the success wbieti was ex- 
pected from this first branch of the plot, a com- 
motion had been planned at Orgon, on the 
Emperor's road, to attempt an attack on bis 
life by the hands of some brigands : they sent as 
governor to Corsica an assassin of George's, the 
'Sienr Brulart, raised purposely to the rank of 
Marshal-deCamp, known in Mtany, in Anjou, 
in Normandy, in La Vendee, in all England, by 
tbe blood which he had shed, that be might pre- 
pare and make sure the crime : aud iu fact seve- 
ral isolated assassins attempted, in the Isle of 
Elba, to fcain by the morder of Napoleon tbe 
guilty and disgraceful salary which was promised 
to them. 

Thirdly— Tbe Duchies of Parma and Pto- 
ceutia were given in full property to Maria* 
Louisa for herself, her son, and her descendant! ; 
and after long refnsals to put her in possession, 
they gave the finish to their injustice by an ab- 
solute spoliation, nnder tbe ' delusive pretext of 
a change witbont valuation, without proportion, 
without sovereignty, without consent : and do- 
cuments existing in tbe Foreign-office, which 
have been submitted to us, prove that it was oo tbe 
solicitations, at tbe instance, and by tbe intrigues 
of the Prince of Benevent, that Maria Louisa 
and her son have been plundered. 

Fourthly —Then should have been given to tbe 
Prince Eugene, adopted son of tbe Emperor, 
who has done honour to France, which gave 
him birth, and who has conquered the affection 
of Italy, which adopted him, a suitable estab- 
lishment out of France, and he has obtained no* 
thing. 

Fifthly— The Emperor had (art. 9, of Uie 
treaty) stipulated in favonr of the beroea of the 
army, for the preservation of their endowments 
on the Monte Napoleon* : he bad reserved oo tbe 
extraordinary domains, and on the funds of the 
civil Hit, means of recompensing his servant?, 
of paying the soldiers who attached themselves 
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to his destiny: all wm ctrried away and kept 
back by the Ministers of the Bourbons. An 
agent for the French Military, M. Bresson, went 
in vain to Vicuna, to claim for them the most 
sacred of properties— the price of their courage 
and blood. 

Sixthly— The preservation of the foods, 
moveable and immoveable, of the family of the 
Emperor, is stipulated by the same treaty (art. 
6.) : and they have been plundered of one and 
of the other ; that is to say, by maio force in 
France, by commissioued brigauaV, in I<*ly, by 
tlie violence of the military chiefs ; in the two 
countries, by sequestrations, and by seizures so- 
lemnly decreed. 

SeceaO/i/— The Emperor Napoleon was to 
have received $.000,000, and his family 2,500,000 
francs per aauiim, according to tbe arrangement 
established in tbe 6th article of the treaty : and 
Sha Preach Government has constantly refused to 
fulfil this engagement, and Napoleou would soon 
beve been reduced to dismiss his faithful guard for 
want of means to secure their pay, if he had not 
found in the grateful recollections of the bank- 
erf, and merchants of Genoa and of Italy, the 
honourable resource of a loan of 12 millions 
which was offered to him. 

Eighthly— In short, it was not without a reason 
that they wished by all means to separate from 
Napoleon those companions of his glory, models 
of devotedness and constancy, the unshaken 
guarantees of his safety and of his life. Tbe 
island of Elba was secured to him in full pro- 
perty (art. 3, of the treaty) and the resolution 
to spoil him of It, which was desired by the 
Bourbons, and solicited by their agents, had 
been taken at tbe Congress. 

And if Providence had not in its justice 
provided for him, Europe would have seen 
an attack made on the person on the li- 
berty of Napoleon, banished for the future 
to the mercy of his enemies, far from his 
family, and .separated from h*i6 servants, 
either to Saint Lucia, or St* Helena, which 
was intended for his prison. And when 
the Allied Powers, yielding to the impru- 
dent wishes, to the cruel importunities of 
the house of Bourbon, had condescended 
to violate the solemn contract, on the faith 
of which Napoleon had released the 
French nation from its oaths : when him* 
self and the members o£ his family saw 
themselves threatened, attacked in their 
persons, in their property, in their affec- 
tions, in the rights stipulated in their fa- 
vour, as Princes, even in those rights se- 
cured bv the laws to simple citizens, what 



could Napoleon do? Ought he, after 
having endured so many affronts, sup- 
ported so many injuries, to have consented 
to the complete violation of the engage* 
ments made with him, and resigning him- 
self personally to the lot which was pre- 
pared for him, abandon once more his wife, 
his son, his family, his faithful servants to ' 
their frightful destiny ? Such a resolution 
appears above human strength; and yet 
Napoleon would have taken it, if peace 
and the happiness of France had been the 
price of this new sacrifice. He would have 
devoted himself again for the French peo- 
ple, of whom, as he wishes to declare to 
Europe, he makes it his glory to hold 
every thing, to whom he wishes to ascribe 
every thing, to whom alone he wishes to 
answer for all his actions, and to devote 
his life. It was for France alone, and to 
avert from it the misfortune of civil war, 
that he abdicated the crown in 1814. He 
restored to the French people the rights 
which he held of them : he left it free to 
choose for itself a new monarch, and to 
establish its liberty and its happiness on 
institutions which might protect both. Ho 
hoped for the nation the preservation of 
all which he had acquired by 25 years of 
combats and of glory, the exercise of its 
sovereignty in the choice of a dynasty, 
and in the stipulation of the conditions on 
which it would be called upon to reign. 
He expected from the new government 
respect for the glory of the armies, the 
rights of the brave, the guarantee of all 
the new interests, of those interests which 
had arisen and been maintained for a quar- 
ter of a century, resulting from all the 
laws political and civil, observed, revered 
during this period, because they were iden- 
tified with the manners, the habits, the 
wants of the nation. Far from that, all 
idea of the sovereignty of the people was 
discarded. The principle on which all 
legislation, political and civil, since the 
Revolution, had rested, was equally dis- 
carded. France has been treated by the 
Bourbons like a revolted country, re-con- 
quered by the arms of its ancient masters, 
and subjected anew to a feudal dominion. 
Louis Stanislas Xavier did not recognise 
the treaty ,which alone made the Throne of 
France vacant, and the abdication which 
alone permitted him to ascend it. He pre- 
tended to have reigned 19 years, thus in- 
sulting both the governments which had 
been established in this period, and the 
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the citizens, oppressed, degraded, humi- 
liated by nobles, would have been compel- 
led to declare against their oppressors; the 
war which Protestants, Jews, men of va* 
rious religions, would have been compelled 
to sustain against their persecutors. Hd 
came to deliver France, and was received 
as a deliverer. He arrived almost alone; 
he traversed 220 leagues -without opposU 
tion, without combats, and resumed with- 
out resistance, amidst the capital and the 
acclamations/ of an immense majority of 
the citizens, the throne deserted by the 
Bourbons, who, in the army, in their 
household, among the national guards,; 
were unable to arm an individual to at- 
tempt to maintain them there. And yet, 
replaced at the head of the nation, which 
had already chosen him thrice, which has 4 
just designated him a fourth time by the 
reception it gave him in his rapid and tri- 
umphant march and arrival, — of that mu 
tion by which and for the interest of which 
he means to reign, what is the wish of Na* 
poleon ? That which the French people 
wish — ^he independence of France, inter- 
nal peace, peace with all nations, the exe-» 
cution of the treaty of Paris of the 30th 
of May, 1814. What is there then chang-? 
ed in the state of Europe and in the hope 
of repose it had promised itself? What 
voice is raised to demand that soccoor 
which, according to the declaration,'$hou!d 
be only given when claimed? There h«3 
been nothing changed, ^should the Allied 
Powers return, as we are bound to expect 
they will, to just and moderate sentiments, 
if they admit that (he existence of France 
iu a respectable and independent situation, 
as far removod from conquering as from 
being conquered, from dominating as from 
being enslaved, is necessary to the balance 
of great kingdoms, and to the security of 
small states. There has been nothing 
changed, — if Respecting the rights of a 
great nation which wishes to respect the 
rights of all others, which, proud and ge- 
nerous, has been lowered, but never de- 
based, it be left to resume a monarch, and 
to give itself a constitution and laws suited 
to its manners, its interests, its habits, and 
its new wants. There is nothing changed, 
— if not attempting to compel France to 
resume a dynasty which it no longer 
wishc, feudal chains which it has broken, 
and to submit to seignorial and ecclesias- 
tical claims from which it has been li- 
berated, it is not wished to impose upon 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



people who had consecrated them by its 
suffrages, and the army which had de- 
fended them, and even the Sovereigns who 
had recognized them in their numerous 
treaties. A charter digested by the Se- 
nate, all imperfect as it was, was thrown 
into oblivion. There was imposed on 
France a pretended constitutional law, as 
easy toelude as to revoke, and in the form 
of simple royal decrees, without consult- 
ing the nation, without hearing even those 
bodies, become illegal — phantoms of the 
national representation. And as the Bour- 
bons passed ordinances without light, and 
promised without guarantee, they eluded 
without good faith, and executed without 
fidelity. The violation of the pretended 
Charter was restrained only by the timi- 
dity of their government ; the extent of the 
abuses of power was only confined by its 
weakness. The dislocation of the army, 
the dispersion of its officers, the exile of 
many of them, the degradation of the sol- 
diers, the suppression of their endow- 
ments, their deprivation of pay and half- 
pay, the reduction of the salaries of le- 
gionaries, their being stripped of their ho- 
nours, the pre-eminence of the decorations 
of the feudal -monarchy, the contempt* of 
citizens, designated anew by the Third 
Estate, the prepared and already com- 
menced spoliation of the purchasers of na- 
tional property, the actual depreciation of 
that which they were obliged to sell, the 
return of feudality in its titles, its privi- 
leges, its lucrative rights, the re-establish- 
ment of ultramontane principles, the abo- 
lition of the liberties of the Gallican 
church, the annihilation of the Concordat, 
the restoration of tithes, the intolerance 
arising from an exclusive religion, the do- 
mination of a handful of nobles over a peo- 
ple accustomed to equality, — such was 
what the Bourbons either did or wished to 
do for France. It was under *uch, cir- 
cumstances that the Fimperor Napoleon 
quitted the isle of Elba; such Mere the 
motives of the determination which he 
took, and not the consideration of his per- 
sonal interests, so weak with him, com- 
pared with the interests of the nation to 
which he has consecrated his existence. 
He did not bring war into the bosom of 
France ; on the contrary, he extinguished 
the war which the proprietors of national 
property, forming four-fifths of French 
landholders, would have been compelled 
to make on their spoilers ; the war which 
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it laws, to intermeddle with its internal 
affairs, to assign it a form of government, 
to give it masters in conformity to dhe in- 
terest* or the passions of its neighbours* 
There is nothing changed, — if while 
France is occupied in preparing the new 
social compact which shall guarantee the 
liberty of its .citizens, the triumph of the 
liberal ideas which prevail in Europe, and 
can no longer be stifled, it be not forced 
to withdraw itself, in order to combat, 
from those pacific meditations and means 
of internal prosperity to which the people 
and their head wish to devote themselves 
in happy accordance. There has been 
nothing changed, — if^ whon the French 
aatioq asks only t<? remain at peace with 
all Europe, an unjust coalition do not 
compel it, as it did in 1792, to defend its 
will and its rights, its independence, and 
the sovereign of its choice. 
(Signed) " The Minister of State, Pre- 
sident of the Section of the 
Final* ces, 
" The Count Defermon. 
" The Minister of State, President of 

the Section of the Interior, 
" The Count Regnau^d de St. Jean 

D'Angely. 
" The President of the Section of Le- 
gislation, 

" The Count Boulay. 
" The President of the Section of War, 
" The Count Andreossy. 
(Certified conform.) 
" The Minister Secretary of State, 

" The Duke de Bassano." 



REPORT TO THE EMPEROR. 

Sire — If prudence makes it my duty 
not to present indiscreetly to your Ma- 
jesty a phantom of chimerical dangers, it 
is for me an obligation not less sacred, not 
to suffer that vigilance to be lulled into a 
deceitful security which is prescribed to 
me by the care for the preservation of 
peace, that great interest of France, that 
primary object of the wishes of your Ma- 
jesty. To see danger where none exists, 
is sometimes to provoke it, and to cause it 
to spring up from, another side; to shut 
our eyes against the indications which 
may be the forerunners of it, would be an 
act of inexcusable infatuation. I ought 
not to dissemble, Sire, that though no po- 
sitive information confirms, up to this day, 
on the part of foreign Powers, a resolu- 
tion formally adopted, which should lead 



us to presume upon a speedy war; yet- 
appearances sufficiently authorise a just 
inquietude — alarming symptoms are ma- 
nifested on all sides at once. In vain do 
you oppose the composure of reason to 
the tumult of the passions. The voice of 
your Majesty has not yet been able to 
make itself heard — an incomprehensible 
system threatens to prevail with the power?, 
that of preparing for combat without ad- 
mitting any preliminary explanation with 
the nation which they seem determined to 
fight. By whatever pretext they pretend 
to justify so unheard of a proceeding, the 
conduct of your Majesty is its best refuta- 
tion. The facts speak for themselves ; 
they are simple, precise, incontestable; 
and from the mere statement which I am 
about to give of these facts, the Councils 
of all the Sovereigns of Europe, the go- 
vernments and the nations, may alike pro- 
nounce judgment in this important cause. 

Some days since, Sire, I found it neces- 
sary to call your attention to the prepara- 
tions of the different foreign governments ; 
but the germs of disturbance which for a 
moment sprang upon some points of our 
southern provinces, rendered our situation 
complicated. Perhaps that very natural 
feeling which causes us to' wish above 
all things for the repression *f every prin- 
ciple of internal dissension, would have; 
prevented me, iu spite of myself, frcm con- 
sidering in so serious a light the menacing 
dispositions which are manifested abroad* 
The rapid dispersion of the enemies of 
our domestic tranquillity relieves me from 
all delicacy of that kind. The French 
nation has a right to hear the truth from 
its Government ; and never could its Go- 
vernment have, as now, so strong a wish, 
or so powerful an interest, to tell it the 
whole truth. You resumed your crown, 
Sire, on the 1st of March. There are 
events so far beyoud the calculations of 
human reason, that t}iey escape the fore- 
sight of Kings and the sagacity of their 
Ministers. On the first report of your 
arrival on the shores of Provence, the 
Monarchs assembled at Vienna still con- 
sidered your Majesty as no more than the 
sovereign of the Isle of Elba, when you 
already reigned again over the French 
empire. It was only in the palace of the 
Thuilleries that your Majesty learned the 

(existence of their Declaration. The per- 
sons who signed that unaccountable docu- 
ment already understood . of themselves 
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that your Majesty had no occasion to make 
any reply to it. Meanwhile all the pro* 
clamations, all the expressions of your 
Majesty, loudly attested the sincerity of 
your wishes for the maintenance of peace. 
Jt was my duty to inform (he French po- 
litical agents, employed abroad by the 
Royal Government, that their functions 
bad expired, and to apprise them that your 
Majesty intended to accredit new Lega- 
tions immediately. In your desire to 
leave no doubt respectiug your real sen- 
timents, your Majesty ordered me to en- 
join those agents to be the interpreters of 
tliem to the different Cabinets. I obeyed 
that order by writing on the 30th of 
March to the Ambassadors, Ministers, 
and other agents, the subjoined letter. 
Not content with this first step, your Ma- 
jesty determined, under these extraordi- 
nary circumstances to give to the manifes- 
tation of your pacific dispositions a cha- 
racter still more authentic and solemn: 
you thought that you could not stamp 
more eclat upon the expression of them, 
than by stating them yourself in a letter 
to the foreign Sovereigns. You directed 
me at the same time, to make a similar 
declaration to their Ministers. These 
two letters, copies of which I annex, dis- 
patched on the 5th inst. are a monument 
which must for ever attest the honour and 
integrity of thciutentions of your Imperial 
Majesty. While the moments of your 
Majesty were thus occupied, and as it 
were absorbed by one single thought, what 
was the conduct of the different Powers ? 
Jn all ages nations have taken a pleasure 
in promoting the mutual communications 
between their governments ; and cabinets 
themselves have made a point of facilitating 
these communications. In time of peace the 
object of these relations is to prolong its du- 
ration ; in war they tend to the restoration 
of peace ; in both circumstances they are 
a benefit to humanity. It was reserved 
for the present epoch to behold an associa- 
tion of Monarchs, forbidding simultane- 
ously all connection with a great state, 
and closing the avenue to its amicable as- 
surances. The couriers dispatched from 
Paris on the 30th of March, for the dif- 
ferent courts, have not been able to reach 
the places of their destination. One could 
proceed no farther than Strasburg, and 
the Austrian General who commands at 
1 Kehl refused to allow him a passage even 
upon condition of his consenting to be ac« 



corapanied by an escort. Another tent 
off for Italy was obliged to return from 
Turin without accomplishing the object 
of his mission. A third, destined for Ber- 
lin and the North, was apprehended at 
Mentz and ill-treated by the Prussian 
Commandant. His dispatches were seized 
by the Austrian General who commands 
in chief in that place. I have already 
learned, that among the couriers dispatched 
on the 5th instant, those destined for Ger- 
many and Italy were unable to pass the • 
frontiers. I have no account of those 
who were sent off for the North and for 
England. When an almost impenetrable 
barrier is thus set up between the French 
Ministry and its agents abroad, between 
the Cabinet of your Majesty and those of 
other Sovereigns, your Minister, Sire, has 
no other means than the public acts of 
Foreign Governments of judging of their 
intentions. 

Enolano.— -The Constitution of Eng- 
land imposes on the Monarch fixed obli- 
gations towards- the nation which he go- 
verns. As it is not in his power to act with- 
out its concurrence, he is obliged to com- 
municate to it, if not his formal, at least 
his probable resolutions. The message 
transmitted to Parliament on the 5th inst. 
by the Prince Regent, is not calculated to 
excite any very extensive confidence in 
the friends of peace. I have the honour 
to submit this piece to your Majesty.— A 
first remark must painfully affect those 
who are acquainted with the rights of na- 
tions, and are anxious to see them respect- 
ed by kings. The only motive alleged by 
the Prince Regent to justify the measures 
which he announces the intention of adopt- 
ing is, that events have occurred in France 
contrary to the engagements contracted 
by the Allied Powers with one another ; 
and this Sovereign of a free nation seems 
not even to pay the least attention to the 
wishes of the great nation among whom 
these events have taken place. It seems 
that in 1815, England and her Princes 
have no recollection of 1688! It seems 
that the Allied Powers, because they ob- 
tained a momentary advantage over the 
French people, have presumed, in regard 
to an internal act which most nearly con- 
cerns its whole existence, to stipulate for 
it, and without it, in contempt of the 
most sacred of its rights ! The Prince Re» 
gent declares, that he is giving orders for 
the increase of the British forces both by 
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bod and sea. Thus the French nation, 
•f which he takes so little account, must 
be upon its guaid on all sides r it has to 
fear a continental aggression, and at the 
same time must watch £he whole extent of 
its coasts against the possibility of a de- 
scent. It is, says the Prince Regent, to 
render the security of Europe permanent, 
that he claim* the support of the English 
nation. And how can he hare occasion 
for this support when that security is not 
threatened? For the rest, the relations 
between the two countries hare not suf- 
fered any alteration worthy of notice. 
On some points, particular facts prove 
that the English are solicitous to maintain 
the relations established by the peace. On 
other*, different circumstances would lead 
to a contrary belief. Letters from Roche- 
fort of the 7th inst mention some incidents 
which would be of an unfavourable omen 
if they were to be confirmed, and if not 
explained in a satisfactory manner: but 
our present accounts exhibit no character 
which would lead us to attach much im- 
portance to those incidents. In Austria, 
in Russia, in Prussia, in all parts of Ger- 
many, in Italy, in short every where, is 
to be seen a general arming. 

Austria.— At Vienna, the recall of the 
Landwehr, lately disbanded, the opening 
of a new loan, the daily increasing pro- 
gression of the discredit of the paper 
money, all announce the intention or the 
fear of war. Strong Austrian columns 
are on their march to reinforce &\p numer- 
ous corps already assembled in Italy. It 
may be doubted whether they are destined 
for aggressive operations, or are merely 
intended to keep in obedience Piedmont, 
Genoa, and the other parts of the Italian 
territory, where the clashing of interests 
may excite apprehensions of discontent. 

Naples,--- Amidst these preparations of 
Austria on the side of Italy, the King of 
Naples could not remain motionless. This 
Prince, whose assistance the Allies had, 
on a preceding occasion, invoked, whose 
legitimacy they had acknowledged, and 
whose existence they had guaranteed,- 
•ould sot be ignorant that their policy, 
since modified by different circumstances, 
would have endangered his throne, if, too 
intelligent to trust to their promises, he 
had not known how to strengthen himself 
on better foundations. Prudence has en- 
joined him to advance a few steps, to 
watch exeats more closely, and the neces- 



sity of covering his kingdom has obliged 
him to take up military positions in the 
Roman States. 

Prussia. — The movements of Prussia 
are not less active. Every where the corpa 
are completing. Officers on half-pay are 
ordered to join their corps : to accelerate 
their march, they grant them free posting ; ' 
and this sacrifice, slight in appearance, 
but made by a calculating government, it 
not a small proof of the interest which it 
attaches to the rapidity of its preparations. 

Sardinia. — The first moment after your 
Majesty's return, a Commandant of the 
British troops, in concert with the Go- 
vernor of the county of Nice, took pos- 
session of Monaco. By ancient treaties, 
renewed by the treaty of Paris, France 
alone has a right to place a garrison in 
that fortress. The time of this occupa- 
tion by the Commandant of the English 
troops, sufficiently shows that he did this 
of himself, and without previous, inst rue* 
tions from bis Government. France must 
demand satisfaction for this affair front 
the Courts of London and Turin. She 
must require the evacuation of Monaco, 
and its being given up to a French garrU 
son conformably to treaties; but your 
Majesty will, doubtless, be of opinion, 
that this affair can only become a subject 
of explanation, considering that the deter- 
mination of the Sardinian Governor, and 
especially that of the English Comman- 
dant, have been accidental, and a sudden 
effect of. the alarm occasioned by extra- 
ordinary movements. 

Spain.— News from Spain, and an offi- 
cial letter from M. de Laval of the 28th 
March, state, that an army is to proceed 
to the line of the Pyrenees. The strength 
of that army will necessarily depend upon 
the internal situation of that monarch, 
and its ulterior movements upon the de- 
termination of the other States. France 
will remark that these orders were given 
upon the demand of the Duke and Duchess 
of Angouleme. Thus, in 1815, as in 
1703, it is the French Princes that invite 
foreigners into our territories. 

The Netherlands. — The assembling 
of troops of different nations in the new 
kingdom of the Netherlands, and the nu- 
merous debarcations of English troops, 
are known to your Majesty ; a particular 
fact is added to the doubts w^ich these 
assemblages may give rise to, relative to 
jlfee dispositions of the Sovereign of that 
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country. I am informed that a convoy of 
120 men and 1£ officers, French prisoners 
from Russia, has been stopped on the side 
efTurlemont. In waiting to derire cor- 
rect information on this point, and to de- 
mand, if necessary, redress for such a 
proceeding, I Confine myself now to the 
Statement of it to your Majesty, consider- 
ing the importance which it receives from 
Its connection with other circumstances 
Which ar** developed around us. 

Upon alt parts of Europe at once, they 
Are arming or marching, or ready to march. 
And against' whom are these armaments 
directed ? Sire, it is your Majesty they 
name, but it is France that is threatened. 
The 'east favourable peace that the Powers 
ever dared to offer you, is that with 
which your Majesty contents yourself. 
"Why do they not now wish what they sti- 
pulated at Chaumont, — what they ratified 
at Paris ? It is not then against the 
Monarch, it is against the French na- 
tion, against the independence of the 
people, against all that is dear to us, all 
that we have acquired after twenty-five 
years of suffering and of glory, against our 
liberties, our institutions, that hostile pas- 
sions wish to make war : a part of the 
Bourbon family, and some men who have* 
long ceased to be French, endeavour again 
to raise all the nations of Germany and the 
North, in the hope of returning a second 
time by force of arms on the soil which 
disclaims and wishes no longer to receive 
the*. The same appeal has resounded 
for a moment in some countries of the 
South, and it is from Spanislr*troops that 
tome people are redemanding the crown 
of France : it is a family again become pri- 
vate and solitary which thus implores the 
assistance of foreigners. Where are the 
public functionaries, the troops of the line, 
the national guards, the private inhabi- 
tants, who have accompanied it in Its flight 
beyond our frontiers ? To mean to re-es- 
tablish the Bourbons once more, would be 
to declare war on the whole French popu- 
lation. When your Majesty entered Paris 
with an escort of a few men; when Bor- 
deaux, Toulouse, Marseilles, and all the 
South are disentangling themselves in one 
day from the snares laid for them, it is a mi- 
litary movemenl that work these m trades ; 
<or ratlrrr, is -it not a national movement, a 
movement common to alj French hearts, 
which mixes in one feeling the love of 
(Country and the love of the Monarch who 



will know how to defend it ? It will then be 
to restore, to return upon us,a family which 
belongs neither to our age nor our man- 
ners ; which know neither how to appre- 
ciate the elevation of oar souls, nor to 
comprehend the extent of our rights ; it 
will be to replace on our necks the triple 
yoke of absolute monarchy, fanaticism 
and feudality, that ail Europe would ap- 
pear to give itself up to an immense rising ? 
One would say, that France, confined 
within its ancient limits, while the limits of 
other powers have been prodigiously ex- 
tended, — that France, free, rich only in 
the great character which its revolutions 
have left, still holds too much space in the 
map of the world ! Yes, if, contrary to 
the dearest wish of your Majesty, foreign 
Powers give the signal of a new war, it is 
France herself, it is the whole nation whom 
they mean to attack, though they pretend 
only to attack its Sovereign, though they 
affect to separate the nation' from the Em- 
peror. The contract of France with yow 
Majesty is closer than any that ever united 
a nation to its Prince. The people and 
the monarch can only have the same 
friends and the same enemies. Is the 
question one of mere personal provoca- 
tion between one Sovereign and ano- 
ther ? That can be nothing else but an 
ordinary duel. What did Francis I. in 
his rage against Charles V. ? He sent 
him a challenge. But to distinguish the 
chief of a nution from the nation itself, to 
protest that nothing is meant but against 
the person of the Prince, and to march 
against him alone a million of men, is 
playing too much wish the cruelty - 
of nations. The sole, the real object 
which the foreign powers can propose to 
themselves on the hypothesis of a new ooa* 
lition, must be the exhaustion, the degra* 
dation of France ; and to attain that ob- 
ject, the surest means in their view of it 
will be to impose upon it a government 
without force and without energy* This 
policy on their part, is not, besides, a new 
policy ; the example has been given them 
by great masters. Thus the Romans pro^ 
scribed such men as Mithridates and Nh- 
comedes, while they covered with their 
haughty protection the Attaluses and the 
Prusiases, who priding themselves in the 
title of their f reed-men, acknowledged 
that they only held from them their states 
and their crown. Thus the French na- 
tion would be assimilated to those Asiatic 
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nations, to whom the capr&e of Rome 
gave for Kings, Princes whose submission 
and dependence were secure !- In this 
view, the efforts which the Allied Powers 
raay now attempt to make, would not 
have for their precise object to bring us 
hack under a dynasty rejected by public 
opinion. It* would not be the Bourbons 
in particular whom they would wish to 
protect ; for a long time past, their cause, 
abandoned by themselves, has been so by 
all Europe ; and that unfortunate family 
has every where been subjected to' a dis- 
dain but too cruel. The choice of the 
monarch whom th^y should place on* the 
throne of France would be of little im- 
portance to the Allies, provided they saw 
there seated with him weakness and pusil- 
lanimity : this would be the most sensible 
outrage that could be done to the honour 
of a* magnanimous and generous nation. 
It is fhat which has already most deeply 
wounded French hearts, and of which the 
renewal would be the most insupportable. 
Although in the latter months of 1813, 
that famous Declaration was published at 
Frankfort, by which it was solemnly an- 
nounced that they wished France to, be 
great, happy, and free, what was the re- 
Wilt of those pompous assurances ? At the 
same moment they violated the Swiss neu- 
trality. When, in short, on the French 
soil, in order to cool patriotism and to dis- 
organize the interior, they continued to 
promise to France an existence and liberal 
laws, the events soon shewed what confi- 
dence was due to such engagements En- 
lightened by experience, France has its 
eyes opened; there is not one of its citi- 
zens who does not observe and judge 
what passes around it : inclosed within its 
ancient frontier, when it cannot give of- 
fence to other governments, every attack 
against hs own sovereign is a tendency to 
interfere in its internal affairs, and will 
appear only an attempt to divide its 
strength by civil war, and to complete its 
ruin and dismemberment. However, Sire, 
even to this day, all is irienace, and as yet 
there re no hostility. Your Majesty will 
not wish that incidents proceeding from 
the individual dispositions of particular 
commanders, either little scrupulous ob- 
servers of the orders of their court, or too 
ready to anticipate their supposed inten- 
tions, should be considered as acts -spring- 
ing from the will of those powers, and as 
having broke the state of peace. No offi- 



c:al act has proved the determination of a 
rupture. We are reduced to vague con-' 
jectures, to reports perhaps false. It ap- 
pears certain that on the 26th of March a 
new agreement was signed, in which the 
powers consecrated the former alliance of, 
Chauraont. If the object of it is defen- 
sive, it enters into the views of your Ma-4 
jesty yourself, and France has no cause to' 
complain ; if it were otherwise, it is the 
independence of the French nation which, 
would be attacked, and France would 
know how to repel an agression so odious* 
The Prince Regent of England declares 
that he wishes/before he acts, to come to 
an understanding with the other powers. 
All those powers are armed, and they de- 
liberate. France, excluded from these 
deliberations of which it is the principal 
object ; France alone deliberates, and is 
not yet armed. In circumstances so im- 
portant, in the midst of those uncertainties 
as to the real dispositions of foreign pow- 
ers, dispositions whose exterior acts are of 
a nature to authorise just alarms, the sen- 
timents and wishes of your Majesty for 
the maintenance of peace, and of the treaty 
of Paris, ought not to prevent legitimate 
precautions. I therefore think it my duty 
to call the attention ©Cyour Majesty, and 
the reflections of your Council, to the 
measures which the preservation of her 
rights, the safety of her territory, and the 
defence of the national honour, ought to 
dictate to France. 

(Signed) 
Caulincourt, Duke of Viceirza." 

CIRCULAR ADDRESSED TO AMBASSADORS, 
MINISTERS, AND OTHER AGENTS OF 
FRANCE ABROAD. 

Paris, March 30, 1815. 
Sir.— The wishes of the French nation ttevet 
ceased to recall the Sovereign of its choice, the 
only Prince who can guarantee to it the conser* 
vation of its liberty and independence. The 
Emperor appeared, and the royal government no 
longer exists At the sight of the nuivereat 
movement which carried both the people and 
the army towards their legitimate Monarch, the 
family of the Bourbons perceived that there re* 
inained no other course for them bnt to takft 
refuge hi a foreign country. They have quitted 
the French soil, without a single musket having 
been fired, or a drop of bloodshed in their de- 
fence. The military household which accompa- 
nied them has collected at Belhnne, where it 
declared its submission to the orders of the Em- 
peror. It has given np its horses and arms; 
more than half at' it ha* entered onr ranks; the 
rest, few in number, are retiring to their homes* 
happy to find an aiyimn in the generosity ot 
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Lit Impend Majesty. The most profound tran- 
quillity reigns throughout the whole extent of the 
empire. Every where the same cry is heard ; never 
did a nation present the spectacle of more com- 
plete unanimity in the exprranion of its happiness 
and joy. This great change has been only the 
■work of a few days. It is the finest triumph of the 
confidence of a monarch in the love of his peo- 
ple; it is at the same time the most extraordi- 
nary act of the will of a nation which knows its 
tight* and it* true duties. The functions en- 
trusted to yon by the royal government have 
terminated; and lam about to take, without 
delay, the orders of his Majesty the Emperor, in 
order to accredit a new legation. You must 
immediately, Sir, assnme the tri-coloured cock- 
ade, and cause it to be taken by 'the Frenchmen 
*ho are about yon. If, at the moment of quit- 
ting the Court where yon reside, you have oc- 
casion to see the Minister for Foreign Affair*, 
you will inform him that tlie Emperor has no- 
tiling more at heart than the maintenance of 
peace: that his Majesty has renonnced the 
plans of greatness which he might have anteriorly 
formed ; and that the system of his Cabinet, as 
well as the whole of the direction "of affairs in 
France, is upon a totally different principle. I 
cannot donbt. Sir, that yoo will consider it as a 
duty to make known to the Frenchmen abont 
yoo, the new situation of France, and that in 
which, according to oar laws, they find them* 
aeives placed. 

(Signed) CAULAINCOURT, Duke of 
Viceuza. 

LETTER, (THE ORIGINAL Iff THE HANS- 
WRITING OP NAPOLEON), ADDRESSED TO 
ALL THE SOVEREIGNS OP EUROPE. 
Sir, my ttrother! You will have learned in 
the conrse of the last month my return on the 
aliores of France, my entrance into Paris, and 
the deparfureot the family of the Bourbons. The 
true nature of these events must now be known to 
your Mrijesty.They are the work of an irresistable 
power, the work of the nnaniutons wiH of a great 
nation, which knows its doties and its rights. The 
dynasty, which force bad imposed on the French 
people, was no longer made for it: the Bour- 
bons would wot accoid with its sentiments or 
its manners : France has separated itself from 
them. Its voice called for a delirerer. The ex. 
pectation which decided me to make the greatest 
of sacrifices was disappointed. I came, and 
from the point where I touched the shore the 
love of my people carried roe even to the bosom 
of my capital. The first duty of my heart is to 
repay so much affection by the maintenance of 
&u honourable tranquillity. The re*establish- 
suent of the Imperial Throne was necessary for 
the happiness of Frenchmen. My dearest 
thought, is, at the same time, to make it useful 
to the securing of the repose of Europe. Suf- 
ficient Klory has adorned by turns the flags of 
different nations. The vicissitudes of fortone 
stave caused sufficient great reverses to succeed 
to great successes. A finer field is now open 
for sovereigns, and I am the first to enter it. 
After having presented to the world the specta- 
cle of great combats, it will be more delightful in 
future, to know no other rivalry except that of the 
advantages of peace, no other struggle except, the 



sacred straggle for the happiness of onr people* 
France is glad to proclaim with frankness this noble 
end of all its wishes. Jealous of its independence, 
the invariable principle of its policy will be the 
most absolute respect for the independence of 
other nations : if such, as I have a happy confi- 
dence, shall be the personal sentiments ot your 
Majesty, the general tranquillity is secured tor a 
Ions time ; and justice, seated on the confines of 
different states, will alone suffice to guard their 
frontiers. I seize with eagerness. &c. &c." 
" Paris, April 4." (Signed) •* NAPOLEON." 



The Emperor Napoleon. 
No event, in the history of the world, 
ever gave rise to so much speculation, ox 
so great a diversity of opinion as the event 
of Napoleon's abdication of the thrones of 
France and Italy. Those who had all 
along been hostile towards him; those 
who abused him when he was fighting un- 
der the banners of republicanism; those 
who called him all sorts of names when, 
as First Consul, he led the French armies 
to victory; those who calumniated him 
because he defeated the enemies of France 
even after he assumed the title and dignify 
of an Emperor ; those, in short, who, from 
first to last, have hated and detested this 
extraordinary man, and who took every 
opportunity to shew their rancour and 
malice against him* . All this tribe of ri- 
per*, who have always been, and still are, 
Tory numerous, were forward in maintain* 
iug that Napoleon resigned his crown and 
consented to retire to Elba, because he 
had been defeated by the Allies; because 
his marshals and his army had deserted 
him ; and because he had for ever lost the 
affections of the people of France, in con- 
sequence of bis alledged tyranny and op- 
pression.^Nothing appeared so clear to 
these sagacious politicians, nothing so cer- 
tain, at the time, as that Napoleon owed 
his misfortunes to these causes, and that 
it was impossible he could ever recover 
his fallen fortunes. Had the statements 
which these men set forth been true, it is 
unquestionable that their conclusions 
would have been just ; but as these state- 
ments were altogether the result of malice, 
as they were from the beginning, and all_ 
through, dictated by a hatred of liberty/ 
and of every man who gave it support, 
their conclusions have proved as fallacious 
as the premises upon which they were 
founded. — It was with a partial and pre* 
judiced eye they viewed the conduct of 
Napoleon, in whatever situation he was > 
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plated.— It was impossible, therefore, 
they could be correct either as to bis mo- 
tives of action or the consequences likely 
to result from the step which he took. It 
is pretty certain also that the abdication 
of Napoleon was an event which bis ene- 
mies little expected. They could not 
conceive how a man that had been so long 
accustomed to dispose of crowns at plea- 
sore, could so far become the master of 
himself; could so readily subdue, whajt 
tbey called, his inordinate ambition ; could 
bring his mind so easily to abandon the 
splendour, the dignity, the glory that is 
supposed, by its votaries, to accompany 
royalty. They had no conception, no 
idea that Napoleon, the haughty, the des- 
potic Napoleon, the slave of every vile 
and despicable passion, was capable of, 
conquering himself, and of voluntarily re- 
linquishing empire over a nation so pow- 
erful and so celebrated as that of France. 
Therefore these vile detractors of his 
fame, confounded at the unexpected event, 
had determined never to give him credit 
for any one act of his life ; these hired ca- 
lumniators resolved, the moment they had 
in some measure recovered from their stu- 
por, to give Napoleon no quarter. He 
was a coward, a paltroon, a contemptible 
fellow. — A thousand anecdotes were in- 
vented, to shew that he had resigned his 
crown merely to insure his personal safety ; 
that he had preferred a secure retreat to 
the welfare of his old and faithful ad- 
herents; and that, when the means of 
wiping off the disgrace, which this shame- 
ful conduct entailed upon him ; when he 
was urged by his nearest and dearest 
friends to imitate the example of the an- 
cient Roman heroes, and . to close his ca- 
reer by what they ironically denominated, 
a deed worthy of his great name, he cow- 
ardly rejected the proposal, shrunk from 
tiie appearance of death, which he had so 
•ften braved in a thousand forms, and 
. sought a hiding place, frem the scrutiny 
and contempt of honourable minds, on a 
barren and inaccessible rock in the Ocean. 
—Thus it was that the. haters of Napo- 
leon explained his motives of action ; thus 
it was that they scrutinized his conduct. — 
The reader who was accustomed at that 
period to attend to the remarks which I 
offered on this subject, will not fail to re- 
collect that I ventured, notwithstanding 
the almost universally prevailing clamour 
against Napoleon, to oppose thb over- 



whelming torrent of malignity, of pre- 
judice, of malice, and of misrepresenta- 
tion. I denied that Napoleon had ever 
been defeated in the field. He, no doubt, 
found it necessary to retreat after the bat- 
tle, of Leipsic. But this, confessedly, was 
occasioned by the defection of his Allies, 
who went over to the Confederates in the 
heat of the engagement.* Even the trea- 
son which led to this disaster did not pre- 
vent Napoleon carrying oflf the greater 
part of his faithful troops, a circumstance 
which could not have happened had he 
suffered a defeat. During the six weeks 
he resisted, with a handful of men, the 
whole combined forces of Europe, in their 
attempts to reach Paris, he was on all oc- 
casions successful when he could bring 
his opponents to face him in battle. The 
astonishing skill, and undaunted bravery 
which he displayed in that campaign, with 
so fearful an odds against him, would have 
been sufficient to immortalize his name as, 
a warrior, had he done nothing else to in- 
sure the suffrages of posterity. It was in 
this light I viewed him at the time. It 
was in language similar to this that I con- 
veyed my ideas of his astonishing exploits ; 
and when at last he was forced to give up 
the contest, I hesitated not to attribute 
this to treason, to foul and premeditated 
treason, on the part of those in whom he 
had placed, implicit confidence. Still it 
was in his power, I remarked, to prolong 
hostilities, even after the Allies got pos- 
session of the capital. He had, I stated, * 
considerable force under his immediate 
command, which, with the troops occupy- 
ing the garrisons, and acting in other parts 
of France, would have formed an army, 
wholly attached to his person, sufficiently 
formidable to make head against the in- 
vaders. With this force, I observed, it 
was in his power to render a contest for 
the government of the country a matter at 
least of considerable doubt, had he not 
preferred the tranquillity and the pros- 
perity of France to his own individual 
rights. The Allied Powers had declared 
that they would not enter upon terms with 
Napoleon, or any of his family. This 
was making it a personal quarrel, which 
would have led immediately to a civil war 
in France. To avoid this, I said, Napo- 
leon readily abandoned all his pretentions 
to the crown, agreed to accept a pension 
for himself and house, and to become an 
exile, in order to give tJu nation an oppcr- 
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tunity of choosing another raler. I also 
remarked, that the conditions of the treaty 
of Fontainbleau was such, as clearly 
' shewed that the Allies still considered 
him a formidable personage, whom it was 
-desirable to get rid of almost upon any 
terms ; that, instead of hating been dictated 
to, Napoleon had proposed the articles 
of the treaty, which the Allies considered 
it prudent to accept, rather than risk a re- 
newal of the contest with a man who had 
so often made them feel the fatal effects of 
opposing bis measures. In fact, had not 
Napoleon obtained a victory over himself; 
had he not preferred the happiness of 
France to his own immediate interest, a 
struggle for authority might hare com- 
inenced, more fetal to the cotfutry than all 
she had endured in the course of the reso- 
lution. With these views it might have 
been easy for me to have predicted the re- 
turn of Napoleon, had it been safe in the 
then state of Europe to hint at such an 
eyejit. But whatever danger there might 
have been in avowing this opinion, I knew 
that there was none in being persuaded in 
my own mind that he would be recalled 
by the people of France. I never once 
doubted this, though, I confess, it hap- 
pened at a period when I least looked for 
it, and has been attended with conse- 
quences more favorable to liberty than my 
most sanguine expectations had led me to 
expect. But while the fact of Napoleon's 
restoration, proves the correctness of my 
former views as to that particular, it has also 
brought to light a mass of evidence as to 
the real causes of his abdication, and the 
highly favorable terms he obtained from 
♦ the Allies, which completely lays open 
the falsehoods of his traducers, and gives 
to my original speculations on these topics 
an importance which I scarcely calculated 
they ever would receive. 1 had no means 
of discovering the motives which influ- 
enced the Allies, or any part of theirdeli- 
berations; but, from what Kas been re- 
peatedly stated by Ministers, in both 
houses of Parliament, — from official papers 
laid on the table of the House of Com- 
mons — and from the important French 
documents inserted above, it is perfectly 
obvious that my remarks at the time of 
Napoleon's abdication, were as correct as, 
if I had been fully acquainted with the 
discussions which led to the trealy of Fon- 
tainbieau. In fact, it now appears that 
the Allied Sovereigns jieither considered 



Napoleon in the light of a defeated or a 
degraded Monarch, with whom no chances 
of recovery remained. On the contrary, 
it is plainly admitted, that the advantage- 
ous terms which he obtained, were the 
consequence of his being then too formida- 
ble to temporize with, and too much the 
idol of the army to think of prescribing 
any other conditions ,to him than what, in. 
the circumstances, were honourable and 
just. The particular acts of treason, 
which paralized the efforts of Napoleon, 
have also been distinctly admitted by those 
who formerly denied them. Ail this, I 
am aware, has not resulted from, a desire 
to do justice to that great character. He 
never would, I am satisfied, have been able 
to draw from his enemies an acknowledg- 
ment of the truth^ had they not found this 
acknowledgment necessary to their own 
justification. But in whatever way the 
truth has come out, it is now before the 
public, and ought to have the effect, at 
least, of undeceiving them, of opening 
their eyes to the villainous efforts which 
are every day making, by a base and cor- 
rupted press, to involve us in a new war 
with France. All that these hirelings 
said as tothe causes of Napoleon's abdica- 
tion; all the lies they invented to make it 
be believed, that he was deserted by his 
army, and hated by the people; all and 
every one of these falsehoods and calum- 
nies have now been exposed and refuted, 
and that by the publication of documents 
which cannot be controverted, and which 
always command the highest assent. But 
sincerely as I wish these facts to produce 
a corresponding effect, I am much afraid 
that the attempts again making to mislead 
the public mind, will counteract every en- 
deavour of mine to dispose them to peace- 
able pursuits. How, indeed, can it be 
otherwise, when the mass of the people are 
so fickle and inconsistent. They cry for 
war; nothing will satisfy them but inter- 
minable war ; ytt^ with the same breath, 
they grumble and fret against the taxes, 
without which it is impossible for any set 
of men to carry on - war. They would 
have Napoleon destroyed; they would 
have France degraded and partitioned; 
but although they know that these things 
cannot even be attempted without money, 
that new and large loans mast be resorted 
to, that the assessed taxes must be greatly 
increased to pay the interest of these, and 
that the Income T<t£ P that tax which 
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has already been denominated a " high- 
wayman's tax" by the supporters of 
the " Social System," is to be renewed 
with all its terrors. Although they have 
already felt, and most again feel the per- 
nicious effects of these measures, even 
should the country continue in a state of 
peace, they still bawl out for war, for the 
punishment of the " rebels" in France, 
for the overthrow of those institutions 
which have exalted France to so lofty a 
pinnacle, and for the destruction of that 
ma a who' has endeared himself to the 
whole nation, by uniformly protecting 
these institutions.* AH this the enemies of 
France, and of liberty, demand at the 
hands of ministers, and yet they are so 
unreasonable as to complain because they 
are called upon to contribute the means 
by which alone their wishes are to be ac- 
complished. If we are to have war with 
France, I am satisfied that neither ten nor 
fifteen per cent, on income will be suffi- 
cient to support it for any length of time. 
According to present appearances, France 
will not be very speedily reduced. It will 
take tzccntg per cent, at least to accom- 
plish this, if ever it is accomplished. Let 
those then, who cry for Mar, who cant in- 
cessantly about the establishment of the 
u Social System," and the preservation of 
oar li holy religion," look to this. — They 
are, at this moment, more likely than ever 
to see the flames of war rekindled in Eu- 
rope ; but while they feel so much gratifi- 
cation in this, let them at least be 
thankful to those who have been the cause 
of it. Let those who are active in endea- 
vouring to bring on a Avar, have all the 
money they desire. It is by money only 
that the means of prose outing the war can 
be procured. How senseless, how stupid, 
how inconsistent it is in us to expect war, 
and not expect that we writ be called on 
to pay for k. 



Peace or War. 

Mr. Cobbett, — If ever there was a 
time when the interests of mankind im- 
periously called on the advocates of peace 
to exert their influence, the present is that 
time. You, Sir, have raised your power- 
ful voice in her defence, in a manner truly 
honourable to your character, and worthy 
the approbation of every friend to hu- 
manity. Be not weary in well doing. 



While hope remains, put forth your manly 
strength ; unite firmness with moderation ; 
convincing argument with eloquence ; and 
continue to demonstrate to the divided 
world, that Pence is better than War. — 
No period, in the annals of history, affords 
to the contemplative mind a c6)lection of 
events so great in magnitude, so extensive 
in their interests, or so awful in their con- 
sequences, as those which at this moment 
agitate Europe. It is not the concern of a 
single nation, or the interest of this gene- 
ration only, but the prosperity and happi- 
ness of nations unborn, of ages yet to 
come, that are involved in the doubtful 
determination of a few individuals. — What 
heart, possessed of a single spark of hu- 
manity, does not sicken when he views the 
sanguinary Proclamation issued at Vien- 
na? Are our principles and dispositions 
to be guided by the hostile spirit it 
breathes? — Are we to draw our rul^s of 
morality and justice from thence? — Does 
the happiness of society and the world de- 
pend on doing evil that good may come? 
— If ever a public decfaration merited 
universal censure, surely this of all others 
demands it. Are these the specimens oT 
moderation proceeding from the " Delu 
verers of Europe?' 1 — What awful conse- 
quences may we not expect, if the same 
spirit is to pervade our councils, and go- 
vern our national divisions? — It appears 
to me, Sir, that this is the momentous pe- 
riod, when the inhabitants of the country 
should step forward to implore and peti- 
tion Parliament, to avert the melancholy 
calamities a new war would inevitably pro- 
duce. — I admit that recent circumstances 
do not give us much encouragement to be- 
lieve the voice of the people would be ef- 
fectually regarded; yet the late unsuccess- 
ful attempt is not without important ad- 
vantages, in as much as it has, in my opi- 
nion, done more to convince the bulk of 
mankind of the absolute necessity of Par- 
liamentary Reform than any single event 
during a long period of time. — A few more 
such refusals against the public will, might 
excite a spirit and an energy in the nation 
which would command attention. — If the 
public feeling is not moved, on the present 
occasion, to express its disapprobation at 
threatened hostilities, the administration 
oi the country will be more excusable by 
resolving on prosecuting a war. Of what 
real advantage will it be to this nation 
that tie Bourbon family should again re- 
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ascend the throne of France? Has the 
former sway of that House proved so bene* 
ficial to England? Are we compensated 
for the immense expenditure of treasure, 
and the waste of lives it has cost Great 
Britain, m fruitless attempts to re-establish 
the Bourbons ? Is the interest of a single 
foreign family to rise paramount to the in- 
terest of a whole Empire ? What can so 
far infatuate the minds of the enemies of 
peace ? Is it the genuine love they bear 
to Louis, or the real hatred they feel to 
Napoleon ? Are these causes sufficient 
why the blood of England should again 
flow in torrents? Is the war faction so 
sure of success as to leave no fearful doubts 
of accomplishing their wishes? Is Bona- 
parte a novice in the art of war, or so 
feeble a politician as to be unable to guide 
the immense power which 25 millions of 
people have placed in his hands ? Because 
of his former momentary humiliation, a 
humiliation ascribed to one rash enter- 
prise, are we to calculate on a repetition 
of such fortuitous events ? Experience, 
the best instructor, will correct his impe- 
tuous judgment,and influence him to more 
caution. His situation at this moment, is 
far different to that in which he stood 
after his return from Russia. Not less 
than 200,000 soldiers, prisoners from va- 
rious nations, have returned to France. 
Nearly the whole, it may fairly be pre- 
sumed, will gladly rejoin their old idolized 
Captain. He has also possession of all the 
well fortified places throughout the Empire. 
The wonderful enterprize, from Elba to 
Paris, without the slightest opposition, 
must inspire a military ardour through 
every rank in the army, and diffuse a mar- 
tial glory over the whole nation. — If any 
act can give a just title to a crown, it roust 
be the voice of the people. This voice has 
been plainly manifested throughout all 
France.— Never was there a more unequi- 
vocal proof exhibited to the world. The 
unanimity of the French people, is the 
best pledge of Buonaparte's strength, and 
ultimate success. The same principle 
that gave to the House of Brunswick the 
throne of England, justifies Napoleon's 
claim to the throne of France. The So- 
vereign will of the people is the only foun- 
tain of legitimate authority. If this right 



is disputed, or an opposite principle re* 
cognised, the nation admit it is already 
enslaved, and has nothing to expect but 
oppression, taxation, and cruelty. Let 
the question be dispassionately asked : — 
Shall we gain by recommencing hostili- 
ties against France ? Shall we look back 
to the last twenty-five years, and, by this 
retrospect, fortify our minds and stimu- 
late our desires to a fresh combat ? Will 
the millions of money expended, the in- 
calculable number of lives lo«t, the in- 
creased paupers throughout every city, 
town, village, or hamlet ; will these excite 
with ardour the mind to renewed acts of 
desolating slaughter? Will the moral 
sense be improved, and the best feelings of 
humanity advanced ? Will our character 
as a nation professing Christianity exem- 
plify the charities of that religion we boast ? 
Judging from past conduct, we seem to 
imagine war a necessary good, rather than 
the greatest evil that can afflict a nation. 
Are we desirous for the re visitation of the 
Income Tax, the loss of commerce, and the 
depression of public spirit ? Such conse- 
quences are inseparable with a state of 
warfare. — If the contest once begins, who 
can say where it will end ? We may flat- 
ter ourselves it will be of short duration 
—-This delusive hope existed in the com- 
mencement of the former war ; jet it con- 
tinurd for a quarter of a century. Is 
England now in equal condition to sop* 
ply the Allies with money. The wealth 
of England must flow, otherwise the com- 
bat will be of short continuance. But uky 
should England provide for the expences 
of other nations ? Has she a deeper in- 
terest at Stake then they have ? Or does 
she entertain a greater hate to the power 
of France? Is not our former useless 
prodigality, by which our national debt is 
so enormously increased, sufficient to 
check further subsidies ? Are our public 
expences never to be ceconomized ? Or 
must we run the desperate hazard of uni- 
versal ruin, which, in my humble opinion,. 
may be awfully demonstrated in the pro- 
secution of another war with France ? 
I am, &c. 

Mercatou. 
Birmingham, 12th April. 
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T© THE 

MERCHANTS OF ENGLAND, 

On the projected War against France^ 
and on the subject of Farliamertiart/ 
Reform* 

Gehtlemen, * 

Amongst all the classes of the commu- 
nity there is not one, I believe, with the 
exception, perhaps, of the Borough-faction 
and their dependants, who are so eager 
far war against France, and who- are so 
hostile to Parliamentary Reform, as the 
Merchants, by which word I mean, rich 
men in Trade ef all kinds* To argue with 
the Borough-faction would be useless; 
but, though, I must confess, I ha? e little 
hope of succeeding, I cannot refrain from 
making one effort, upon this particular oc- 
casion, to convince you that ypu ace de- 
ceived, and that, in spite of all your un- 
derftaoding, you long hare been,*nd still 
ire, used as the tooh-of a crafty and cor- 
* rupt faction in the supporting of a system 
injurious and degrading to yon* country 
at large, and to no part of the people more 
than to yourselves* 

As to the projected war with France, 
on what ground can it be justified ? What 
cause is there for such war ? France has 
fiot injured us. Our Regent explicitly, in 
an official way, I mean io his declaration 
subjoined to the Treaty of Vienna of the 
25th March, disavows all intention, as he 
might have disavowed all right, to inter* 
fere in the domestic affairs of France. 
What, then, can be the cause of war? 
France has not injured us. France dis- 
avows all designs of foreign, conquest* 
France declares her readiness, and, in* 
deed, her resolution to abide by the treaty 
of Paris ; yes, even Oat treaty which wo 
and our allies, backed by enormous ar- 
mies, wrung from the Bourbons, The 
Emperor Napoleon, since his return tw 
power, has neglected nothing to convince 
the world of his anxious desire to remain 
at peace. lie has made overtures, in a 
regular way, to renew and preserve with 
w all the relationship* of peace. What, 



% 



then, I again ask, are the pretences for 
war? 

The opinion you have been induced to 
entertain is this : that Napoleon will al- 
ways seek occasions for using the forces of 
France against foreign nations ; that he 
will still be a conqueror; that he will 
again force us to go to war. Admit this 
to be true. I let you beg the question • 
and, even then, what is your meaning? 
Why, that you will force him into war 
»ow, lest he should force us into war here* 
after I But, what is all this talk about his 
ambitious projects ; 'about his conquests ; 
about his restless disposition ? Suppose all 
you say to be true. Suppose him again to 
extend his sway from Cadiz to Hamburgh, 
from the Scheldt to the Po, why should 
you be alarmed ? His power would not af- 
fect us. It wonld not endanger our safe* 
These Islands would benefit, if any 

ing, from such a change in the political 
power of Europe. 

Bat, the truth is, that every reasonable 
man must be convinced, that the changes, 
which have taken place in France, neces- 
sarily tend to the preservation of peace. 
Nay, it is acknowledged, or, rather, osten- 
tatiously asserted, by the advocates for 
war, that Napoleon has not the means of 
contending against the Allies; that the 
people of France are opposed to his col- 
lecting a large army. Now, either this is 
true, or, it is false. If true, where is the 
danger to be apprehended from his restless 
disposition ? If false, where is the hope of 
that speedy success against him which is so 
confidently talked of? 

It is as a disturber of the peace of Eu* 
rope that the Borough-faction exclaim 
against him. I stats as a fact, that, in 
every war with ertry nation, with whom 
fee French have been at war, since the 
jajer 1701, the aggression has been on the 
part of the enemies of France. I pledge 
myself to maintain this proposition against 
any one, at any time. But, at present, to 
speak of Napoleon's conduct; he has 
never let pass an occasion of restoring 
peace to Europe, from the date of his me- 
morable Letter to our King in 1799 to the 
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present hour. A conqueror, indeed, he 
has been, and he has endeavoured to place 
his family on half the thrpries of Europe ; 
bat, still, his conquests were the fruits of 
his victories, and have invariably been fol- 
lowed by demonstrations of a desire to re- 
store peace. The Allies have declared 
him " out of the pale of civil relqlio?is" 
It was not thus that he acted, when in pos- 
session of the capitals of Austria and Prus- 
sia, and when the Sovereigns of those 
countries owed their crowns to his cle- 
mency. He did, indeed, extend widely 
his dominions, but the extent was far with- 
in the compass of his power. In this last 
scene of the grand drama how does he ap- 
pear ? The Allies put him, as far as they 
are able, out of the pale of the law ; the 
Bourbons set a price upon his head. JJe 
suffers the Bourbons to depart unmolest- 
ed ; those of them whom he takes in arms 
against him he pardons ; and, in answer to 
the outrageous declaration of the Allies, 
levelled against his fame and his life, he 
writes to each of the allied Sovereigns, 
tendering him the olive branch, and invi- 
ting him to a rival ship in the arts of peace, 
and in the science of making the people 
happy and free. 

You call hkn an Usurper and Louis the 
legitimate sovereign. Wards hare great 
power, and these words have had great 
po ( wer; but the assertions are not true. 
An Usurper is one who seizes on autho- 
rity unlawfully : a legitimate sovereign is 
one who holds his authority by laze. Now, 
Napoleon was by law made Emperor of 
France, an office which never was by law 
taken from him. Louis has no legal, or 
legitimate, title to the throne of France. 
He is descended, in a right line, if you 
please, from Hugh Capet ', who made him- 
self king of France by force, who put the 
real heir to the throne to death, and who 
never was legally made king of France, 
any more tjian William the Norman was 
made king of England.. The Bourbons, 
whose real name is Capet, held the throne 
by descent merely, and their. descent was 
from an Usurper. At no time was any 
law passed to make any of their ancestors 
kings of France ; no law was now made in 
behalf of the authority of Louis, who took 
to the crown as descending to him from 
Hugh Capet, and not as legally placed on 
his head by (he people of France- What, 
then, becomes of all this talk about legiti- 
mate sovereigns 2 The thrpne of England 



and of the United Kingdom is not held by 
descent. The family now upon the throne 
can put forward no such claim. They are 
not the descendants of the elder branch of 
the Stuarts ; but, and it is singular enough, 
Louis le Desire is/ Qur king holds his 
crown in virtue of an act of Parliament^ 
and solely in such virtue; and a very good 
holding it is, because it is really legiti* 
mate. Ours, therefore, is a legitimate 
sovereign ; but, the Capets were never the 
legitimate sovereigns of France? A title 
may be, and thousands of titles are, at 
once hereditary and legitimate, as in the 
case of private estates $ but, then, there is 
law in support of the hereditary claim ; 
and this is precisely the case with the 
claim of our kiugs : but, in the case pf the 
Capets, there is no law, there never was a 
law, in support of their hereditary claim. 

Then, as to the sort of government, which 
existed in France under the Bourbons, 
you have forgotten what it was, or, I am 
very sure, that you must hold the recol- 
lection of it in abhorrence. It is strange, 
that, in the long line of their ancestors, 
they dare never appeal to the memory of 
but two : Saint Louis and Henry the 
Fourth. . The former, a tool in the hands 
of the priests, exhausted the treasure and 
blood of his people in mad crusades against 
the Turks. The latter began hi# reign by 
abjuring the Protestant religion, in the 
support of which he had led hundreds of 
thousands. of Frenchmen to slaughter. He 
called together the States of his kingdom, 
and, laying his hand upon his sword, told 
them to remember that in their delibera- 
tions. Not content with the terrible laws 
already in force to provide for the enjoy- 
ment of his favourite sport, he decreed, 
that every man, found lurking near the 
preserves of game, should be stripped and 
flogged round a bush 'till the blood ran 
down his back. This was in no remote 
times. This was in no barbarous age. 
It was at the time, \yhen Elizabeth reigned 
with so much glory in England, when Eng- 
land relied for its defence 00 the arms of 
its people, when the sovereign prided her- 
self in being guarded only by the citizens, 
when England extended her arm to the 
Continent,' not to support ancient despots, 
not to extinguish the bursting flame of po- 
litical and religious liberty, but to establish 
both these in aiding the Dutch against their 
cruel oppressors. * ' 

The House of Bourbon, beginning with, 
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Henry the Fourth, lias famished France 
with five kings. Of the first we have 
spoken. The second, Louis XIII. was 
an oppressor and persecutor of his people 
from the beginning to the end of his reign. 
The third, Louis XIV. besides his wars of 
aggression and of conquest; besides his 
attempts to create, civil war in England 
and to dethrone the Protestant family 
settled here by law ; besides his thousands 
of acts of oppression on his people in ge- 
neral, signalized his reign by the most 
atrocious religious persecution. He caused 
thousands of his subjects to suffer the 
cruellest tortures on account of their re- 
ligion, and finally he drove forth hundreds 
of thousands into foreign lands, whither 
they carried their arts, sciences, industry 
and virtue. The fourth, Louis XV. en- 
deavonred to excite civil war in this coun- 
try and to dethrone our lawful sovereign. 
He delegated his tyranny to his mistresses, 
who sold Letters de Cachet to the highest 
bidders, and who filled the prisons, in all 
parts of France, with the victims of state 
suspicion, or of private envy, jealousy, or 
revenge. The fifth, Louis XVI. who has 
been to much eulogised, abolished no 
cruel law, diminished no profligate ex- 
pence, Demoted no odious badge, took off 
no oppressive burden, and, even after the 
I meeting of the States General, objected for 
a long while, to the abolition of Letters 
de Cachet. But, as to what the govern* 
ment of the Bourbons was, even under 
Louis XYI. rely not upon my word ; take 
the Account of Mr. Arthur Young, 
Secretary to the Board of Agriculture, who 
spent three successive summers in France 
in collecting his facts, who wrote down his 
observations upon the spot, who visited 
every part of France, who had free access 
to the best sources of information, and who 
was, perhaps, for the nature of his pursuits, 
from his stock of general knowledge, and 
from the extent of his talents, as well qua- 
lified for the task as any man living. Take 
the account of Mr. Young; gather (any 
one of you) your iemHy around you; read 
to them this account of the degradation 
and sufferiags of the people under the in- 
sults and cruelties of the Bourbon govern- 
ment; and, then, when your daughters 
have listened with streaming eyes and your 
sons with boiling indignation, then tell 
thorn, if#ou can, that you will chearfolry 
spends, part of their fortunes in another 
attempt to reestablish the Bourbons* 



No: you Cannot tell them this. For 
what, then, are you prepared to spend 
your money ? For what, then, would you 
have war? You are afraid of Napoleon. 
Afraid that he will do what to you? You 
are not afraid that he will send his armies 
to England. How, then, is he to hart 
you ? The truth is, that you are told, that 
you have cause to fear, and you believe it, 
without any inquiry into the fact. You 
see, that his return to power suddenly 
turns Exchanges against you; that it 
lowers the value of funded property ; that 
it deranges commercial affairs; that it 
produces distress and ruin. And why? 
Not because he has done any thing to pro* 
duce such effects ; but because his pre* 
sence is an object of terror to those, whom 
you are willing to aid in the renewal of 
war. It is you, therefore, and not he, 
who have been the real cause of those evils 
on account of which you bear him such 
implacable resentment. 

To a similar cause ; that is, to delusion, 
to credulity, to unfounded fears, to preju- 
dice deeply implanted by the never-ceasing 
falshoods of a press; free only as the organ 
of a crafty and corrupt faction, and which 
has long closed up the eyes and ears of 
reason, of candour, and of justice. To 
this cause is also to be ascribed your hos- 
tility to those, who are labouring to obtain 
a Reform in the Common's House of Par* 
liament, and amongst whom, if you saw 7 
your real interests, you would be the most 
zealous and persevering. This is a sub- 
ject, which will now force itself upon pub* 
lie attention. It must be discussed ; in a 
few years it must be brought to issue ; and, 
if it come upon you unawares and is im- 
perfectly understood, the fault shall not be 
mine. 

It has long been a fashion amongst you, 
which you have had the complaisance to 
adopt at the instigation of a corrupt press, 
to call every friend of reform, every friend 
of freedom, a Jacobin, and to accuse him 
of French principles. For my part, 
though I wish the French people great 
prosperity and happiness, and wish to see 
them receive all the praise due to their 
matchless deeds in arms and to their pro* 
gress in the sciences and arts, I am Eng- 
lishman enough to deny them any share in 
the honour of having a claim to the Prin- 
ciples, to which I allude, and which you so 
incessantly censure. What are these 
principles ?— That governments wert ntode 
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for the people, and not the people for go- 
vernment*.— That sovereigns reign legally 
only by virtue of the people's choice.*— 
That birth without merit ought not to 
command merit without birth. — That all 
men ought to be equal in the eye of the 
law. —/That no man ought to be taxed or 
punished by any law to which he has not 
gi? en his assent by himself or by his repre- 
sentative^— That taxation and represen- 
tation ought to go hand in hand.—That 
every man ought to be judged by his peers, 
or equals.— That the press ought to be 
free. 

Now, I should be glad to know, how 
these came to be French principles. It is 
sometimes said, that the French learnt 
them, or, as the expression is, " imbibed" 
them in America. The Americans, to be 
sure, have most wisely and Virtuously acted 
upon these principles ; but, the principles 
are the growth of England, Ten thou* 
sand times as much has been written on 
the subject in England as in all the rest of 
the world put together. Our books are 
full of these principles. Tou can read 
nothing: law, history, poetry, divinity, 
romance ; nothing, without meeting with 
these principles. There is not a single 
political principle which you denominate 
French^ which has not been sanctioned by 
the struggles of ten generations of Eng- 
lishmen, the names of many of whom you 
repeat with venemtion, because, appa- 
rently, you forget the grounds of their 
lame. To Tooke, Burdett, Cartwright, 
and a whole host of patriots of England, 
Scotland and Ireland, imprisoned or ba- 
nished, during the administration of Pitt, 
you can give the name of Jacobins, and 
aceuse them ef French principles. Tet, 
not one principle have they ever attempted 
to maintain that Hampden and Sydney did 
not seal with their blood. 

When that victim of a tyrannical court 
and a corrupt and bloody Judge, the gal- 
lant Sydney, was brought to the place of 
execution, the cheeks of the crowd were 
, bathed in tears, and sobs and cries were 
heard in all directions ; " Yet," exclaims 
the indignant historian, " not a hand was 
« seised to save him, or to carry a dagger 
" to the heart of his murderers !" If this 
historian had lived 'till our day, he would 
not onlv have seen the champions in the 
cause of freedom suffer without support 
and without compassion, but would have 
seen them followed to their dungeons or 



in their exile by the derision and the ca- 
lumnies of men more interested than them- 
selves in the success of their endeavours. 

And what are these endeavoors ? What 
are their objects ? We are accused of en- 
deavouring to create confusion in the coon- 
try. Is the abolishing of scenes of drunk* 
enness and riot; the putting an end to 
bribery, corruption, the basest venality, 
and the most barefaced perjury ; the pre- 
vention of the sale and barter of seats ; the 
insuring of the return to parliament of 
men in whom the people have confidence ; 
the making of those men wholly indepen- 
dent of the Crown and its ministers ; the 
opening of the House to all men in exact 
proportion to their merit, their talents, 
and their natural weight in society: are 
these likely to create confusion ? Would 
the nation be plunged into confusion by 
thirty or forty of you being placed in the 
House instead of an equal number of those 
men who borrow their qualifications? Do 
you think, that you are not as capable of 
deciding upon laws as the present repre- 
sentatives of the Boroughs are ? Do you 
think, can you think, that the places and 
pensions enjoyed by these men, add to 
your safety and prosperity ? Do you think, 
that the sinecures of the late Marauls of 
Buckingham, of Lord Caradeto, of Lord 
Arden, of Lord Grenville, of the Roses, 
and of hundreds of others, are necessary 
to the protection of your property? Do 
you think, that the enormous charges of 
the Civil List, rising in amount every 
year, are necessary to the security of the 
funds ? Do you think it an honour to you 
to be obliged to yield part of the fortunes 
of your own children to support whole fa- 
milies of the penny-less children of die 
Aristocracy, which latter, after all, look 
upon your children as their inferiors ? Do 
you think, that if this drain upon the fruit 
of your industry were stopped, such stop- 
page would have a tendency to create con- 
fusion P 

The truth is, that you see all these evils as 
plainly as I do. You wish them removed ; 
but you have a sort of vague dread,that any 
change in the system would endanger your 
property. Your support of the system U 
the consequence of that timidity, which it 
natural to, and almost inseparable from, 
wealth. This is, however, a motive of 
action, which you are ashamed to acknow* 
ledge ; and, therefore, putting a good face 
u Don the matter, you join in theory against 
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Jacobins and Reformers, and openly es- 
pouse the cause of those whom in secret 
you hate* 

But, has it neter occurred to you, that 
confusion may be produced, and much 
more terrible Confusion, from the want of 
timely Reform? Has your timidity never 
suggested this to you ? It is many years 
since Lord Chatham said, that, " if Re- 
" form did not come from within, it would 
" come from without with a vengeance*" 
' Hare you nev er thought, for a moment, on 
the sort of confusion, which such a reform 
would produce? 

From a reform, such as the Constitu- 
tion warrants us in demanding; from a 
peaceable and legal reform, leaving Crown, 
Peers, and Church untouched in their se- 
veral prerogatives, privileges and posses- 
sions, but giving to the people a real and 
free choice of their own House of Parlia- 
ment; from such a reform no confusion 
could possibly arise ; because the people, 
knowing that they had freely chosen their 
representatives, would necessarily have 
confidence in them, and would chearfully 
submit to all their decisions. But, from a 
reform, produced by the final bursting 
forth of the angry passions and long-har- 
boured resentments, what is not to be 
feared ? The friends of peace, of order, of 
the safety o(property, are, therefore, those 
who endeavour to promote a timely re- 
form; and the real enemies of these are 
those who resist that reform* 

It is often said, that the nation has be- 
come very great under the Borough+sys- 
tem. That wonderful improvements have 
taken place in agriculture, in all the 
sciences and arts; that new roads, new 
canals, new bridges have been made ; that 
manufactures and commerce have flourish- 
ed; that wealth has Increased ; that mer- 
chants have grown enormously rich. 
Shallow as this is, it has produced great 
effect; and no wonder, when we consider, 
that it has been trumpeted forth by nine- 
tenths of the press for the last thirty years* 
The nation has grown rich while the Bo- 
rough-system has been going on; there* 
fore, the Borough-system has been the 
cause of the nation's growing rich ; there- 
fore, the Borough-system is a good thing ; 
therefore, we ought to support the Borough 
system, with all its notorious bribery, cor- 
ruption, and perjury, the proofs of which 
are produced, in black and white, in such 
mjfttxtudes at every general elcctiou. 



Now* suppose, that any one of yon 
rich merchants had a ememr t* the cheek, 
and, upon your proposing to send for a 
surgeon to endeavour to take it out, some 
one were to say : " Don't let any one 
" meddle with it. You have been doing 
u very well with this cancer. You havje 
" grown rich as a prince white this cancer 
u has been going on ; therefore, the can* 
" cer has been the cause of your growing 
i( rich ; therefore, the cancer is a good 
M thing ; therefore, you ought to preserve 
" the cancer." Suppose this were said to 
you, would you not spuiai the ass front 
your presence ? Yet, would this surpasa 
in folly the belief, that rotten Boroughs, 
Bribery, Corruption, Sinecures and wan- 
ton Wars haveroused commerce and agri- 
culture to flourish ? 

If any thing could be wanted to shew 
the absurdity of such notions as these, yon, 
need only look at America. There, in 
the space of thirty years, a greater increase 
of population, a greater improvement in 
arts and sciences, a great increase of 
agricultural and commercial wealth, -have 
taken place, than in any other country ia 
the space of three centuries. There we 
have seen a commercial marine, not much 
less in magnitude than onr f own, rise up 
in the same short space of time. There 
we see a military marine, which is already 
become formidable even to England, and 
commanded and managed in a way .to ex- 
cite our envy. There we see rich mer* 
chants and manufactures in prodigious 
numbers. There we see, not great and 
elegant cities enlarged and improved, but 
absolutely created. There we see new 
roads, canals and bridges, and millione 
of acres of wilderness changed into corn* 
fields. And, yet, there we see a govern- 
ment, purely representative from the bot- 
tom to the top ; there we see every man, 
paying a tax, having a voice in the choos- 
ing those who impose the taxes. There, 
at the head of as great a number of peo- 
ple as Great Britain contains, we see a 
President, chosen for four years, with a 
salary of less than six thousand pounds, 
not more than a sixth part of Lord Cam* 
den's sinecure* And, with this proof be* 
fore you, are you still to be made to be* 
lieve, that commercial prosperity is pro* 
moted by a Borough-system and by 
expensive government ? Are you still to 
be made believe, that your property would 
be endangered by .the putting an end to 
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bribery, corruption, and perjury ? If you' 
•rtf; to reafbn* wlfh Jrou is useless. You 
ai*e destined 'ptftslvely to be carried along 
by the current of those events, which is 
'daily and hourly becoming stronger and 
Wronger, and which the Borough-faction 
*will not be able to resist. 

Wm. CoBBETf. 



Consequences of a Wax with .France. 

Mtt. Cosavrr. — I never had any doubts 
about the wishes of the Allied Powers to 
go to war against France* When we con- 
aider the rooted hatred which the corrupt 
Governments of Europe bear against li- 
berty and the rights of men, how could 
we imagine for a moment that they would 
suffer France to remain in a state of peace, 
to form her own constitution, which will 
be too favourable to that liberty which 
they always detest. The wars against the 
French Republic, the recent war against 
America, and the approaching war against 
France, are all founded on the same bad 
principles and passions* In Vie name of the 
'holy and undivided Ttinity, the Allies now 
again arm themselves and make public 
iteckrfctions of their intentions* This is 
another coalition of the ofd regular cor- 
rupt governments, against the rights of 
Mil t» choose their Own constitution and 
-rulers. The French have unequivocally 
declared in favour of Napoleon, who now 
feigns, if any monarch eter did reign, by 
the will of his people. He has also shown 
fcimsetf anxious to preserve general tran- 
quility, and is willing to abide by the least 
favourable terms that can be proposed to 
%im, by the Treaty of Paris. What can 
*re do more ? And is it' possible to think 
that the French nation, powerful and en- 
lightened As they are, will be insulted with 
impunity? The High Allied parties, how- 
ever, seems to be solemnly engaged, with 
the assistance of the Trinity, " never to 
4 ' lay down their arms, until the object 
« of the war shall have been attained"; 
that is, net until Bonaparte the choice of 
bis people, shall be dethroned, and i nca- 
padtated from doing further mischief. 
-Why has not experience, severe experience, 
taught die Allies the lesson of Modesty. 
Do f&ey not know that he has entered 
their Capitals as a Conqueror I And who 
will venture to say that he will not act the 
>t»gedy again? What if it, that the 



Allied armies are about to undertake ? 
They are going to contend against the 
greatest military genius in the world, who 
is to fight for his oxen existence. This is 
an important circumstance. It is his lift 
that is to be the object of the war, and 
for which he is to be made to fight ;- and 
who does not know the strength of this 
extraordinary motive ! Such is the first 
stroke of the wisdom of the Allies, who by 
this declaration have given to Napoleon, 
a great accession of real power. But Na- 
poleon is not alone ; he is at the head of 3 
or 400,000 veteran troops, strongly at- 
tached to their General, fighting on their 
native land, for the right to choose their 
own government and chief. They burn 
for revenge, they feel how mnch they have 
been insulted, and remember how often 
they have triumphed over the same kind 
of coalitions. Add to &\\ this, upwards of 
2,000,000 of National Guards, contend- 
ing for the same cause, on the same soil, 
and under the impulse of the same ani- 
mating and powerful motives. Is not 
France alone, thus circumstanced, able to 
Vesist the world ? But if we further add 
the King of Naples with bis 100,000 Nea- 
politans and some other states, which 
have been offended by the Congress at 
Vienna, )t appears next to impossible that 
the Alned Powers should succeed. The 
French are not ignorant Barbarians, bat 



art enlightened people, who know the dif- 
ference) be.tween liberty and slavery, be- 
tween choosing their own government, 
and having one imposed upon them by 
foreign armies. Let us not forget who are 
the aggressors and invaders on this occa- 
sion. If it should be the Allies, (which 
I hope will not be the case,) and if these 
should happen to meet with defeat, let us 
not afterwards be told of the tyranny and 
cruelty of Bonaparte v^ien he invades their 
territories and capitals in return. Though 
decidedly the approbation of the French 
People, yet Napoleon is held upas in out- 
law. After the Declaration of the High 
Contracting Parties, wha{ if the Empe- 
ror of France succeed, and demolish 
the continental governments of Europe ! 
But Whether we prosper in a' military 
point of view, or not, it is certain that our 
debt and taxes must be greatly increased* 
Are the people of England desirous of en- 
tering into a contest so unjust in its ob- 
ject, and so ruinous in its consequences ? 
If there ever was a time, when the people 
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should meet constitutionally together, and 
endeavour to do some good, it is the pre- 
sent period. It is so selfish and So stupid 
'to complain of taxation, after we have 
quietly Acquiesced in an unjust and un- 
necessary' war which Is the cause of the 
taxes. Now is the time to petition, if we 
ever wish to serve the cause of humanity 
and liberty. G. G. F. 

Sandon, April 1$, 1815. 



War with France. 

Mr. CdBBETT — We hate heard of the 
tyrannizing, oppressive Napoleon, from 
whom mothers were ready to tear his eyes 
for dragging their sons to battle; whom 
every man abhorred ; whose rash actions 
made even the soldiers wish for another 
leader; whom, in fact, e?ery person, man, 
woman, and child, hated and detested; 
and the pulling doWn of whom we prided 
ourselves on, because Frenchmen wished 
it, and because we wished them to be able 
to make free choice of a Ruler. — While 
influenced by armies, in the heart of their 
country, they fixed on Louis the Desired. 
u Happy, happy Frenchmen! the day he 
M came to sit on yotfr throne. Happy, 
"happjr Frenchmen! the day the Tyrant 
44 was hurled from his throne, which gave 
" you a free choice*" Such was the lan- 
guage of almost every one, not only in this 

but in other countries. Napoleon goes 

to Elba ; the foreign armies are withdrawn 
from France, and the Emperors, Kings, 
and Ambassadors are found quarrelling 
about the division Of conquered countries 
at Vienna. Napoleoa once more appears 
in that land which, it is said, he ruled with 
a rod of iron; not, however, with six hun- 
dred thousand men, but with hardly six 
hundred. He marches towards the Capi- 
tal without opposition; arriving within 
twenty miles of it, he hears that a hundred 
thousand are sent to oppose him; he 
counts his army, which is increased to 
sixty thousand; he leads them, not to 
battle, but in an epen carriage he ap- 
proaches the supposed enemy ; at the sight 
of whom the cry of Five VEmpereur re- 
sounded from rank to rank;- the people of 
Paris flocked to him, .and this Detested 
being, this Tyrant^ this Demon, as he is 
called, was hailed with joy by upwards of 
200 thousand Frenchmen, who followed 
him to the Capital. — Yet the language of 



corruption is, that we must go to "War to 

attempt to pull him down. I say attempt^ 

for he is now firmer on his throne than 

ever he was before. The French people 

have tried one whom the Allies presented 

to them; but, after the elapse of ten 

months, they have shewn to the World 

that they like the Detested Napoleon bet- 
ter than Louis t' ~ 

have bid to fly. 

Napoleon has agr< 

stitution as will u 

larly if another in 

tempted, for that 

which have now 

Death alone will 1 

But why should m 

poleon threatened 

or to infringe on 

those of our Alii 

Peace frith all. 

to War? Peruse 

Ministerial speech 

must we go to wa 

that Napoleon is 

those that have n 

not considered caj 
of any Governm 

the Sovereigns, of 

be possessed of W 
of Generosity, ol 
tue so great that r 
blood flowing in i 

But wherefore gt _, .._ 

cause she will not have Royalty and all it? 
virtues? If the French people do not wish 
to have one of the Royal Brood ; if they 
do not wish to have a wise man at the head 
of their Government, let them have a/oo/; 
if they wish not to hara a generous, pater* 
nal, humane, Magnanimous, and Virtuous 
Sovereign, let them have, if they w t ill, a 
cruel, mean-spirited, wicked wretch; if 
they are fond of tyranny, let them have a 
tyrant : and as long as ever such a charac- 
ter as that keeps peace with us, what shalj 
we gain by going to war with him ? But, 
Sir, Napoleon's character will ever rank 
high in the annals of History ; he will ever 
be considered as a Great Man. It isjea* 
lousy which is the rear* cause of the War 
with which we are threatened. Are not 
the advocates of war angry that the French 
people should dare to dispute their right 
of choosing a Ruler for them? Are they 
not a little angry that Napoleon should 
have surpassed them in Magnanimity and 
Generosity ? for can we forget, that the 
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moment it was known Bonaparte had set 
.Jits foot on the sands of Frejus, the Bour- 
bons proclaimed him throughout the coun- 
try a Rebel, a Traitor, whose Ilead was 
forfeited. We know, however, that he 
reascended the throne in spite of all these 
proclamations, and that when one of his 
Generals took a Noble Duke prisoner and 
informed him of it, be said u Guard him 
'" to the coast, set him off, but take care 
" that he is well treated." Was this done 
as a reward for the kind treatment part of 
his family are now receiving in being 
marehed as prisoners to Hungary? — Are 
not the enemies of Napoleon also jealous 
at his baring surpassed diem in tolerance 
of Religion, and in the Freedom of the 
Press ? When we look at Bigoted Spain, 
with our Beloved Ferdinand at her head, 
and consider the rapid strides that Louis 
was making to re-establish popery with all 
its appendages, who can say that the con- 
duct of Napoleon did not put them to 
fthame when he said, Let Religion be free; 
let the Press befirot* Are not his enemies 
likewise jealous that he has surpassed them 
in humanity? What was the answer of 
Spain when requested to Abolish the Slave 
Trade ? What was the answer in general 
of the Allies? "Why some wanted ten, 
tome two, and even the humane Louis 
himself *ould not Abolish it under fire 
years ; yet .Napoleon, with one breath, 
exclaims, Slavery shaO be no more en. 
couraged by France; she shqllhave nought 
to do with slavery. Jealousy is, I own, a 
poor excuse for deluging the Continent 
with blood, and most likely it will be dis- 
owned as the reason. If it is, we must 
recollect that we said, We fought before 
ifor the Independence of Nations , for the 
Sovereignty of the People. What 
then, must we go to war to pull down 
those principles which we have spilt so 
much blood to set up ? What, must we 
dictate to the French Nation what Ruler 
we please ? (What, must we force on them 
a King which they declare they caunot 
love and will not obey ? No ; while Na- 

frieon Bonaparte, the present Emperor of 
ranee, acts wisely, prudently, and just- 
ly, he will reign eyen if all the Powers of 
Europe league against him. But putting 
justice and equity out of the question, it 
will be in vain we squander our money, in 
vain we shed our blood, in endeavouring 
to put on the throne Louis the Desired. 
I remain, Sir, A Friend 

to Peace, Justice, ajcd Equity. 



PRESENT STATE OF FRANCE. 

(Continued from Page 476.) 

One of the principal objects which the 
'Revolution in France had effected, was 
the overthrow of the reign of superstition, 
and the subversion of the paralyzing in- 
fluence of priestcraft ; an influence which 
has proved more fatal to the progress of 
useful knowledge and of liberty, than all 
other causes combined. After, the dear- 
bought experience which the Bourbon &• 
mily had had ^ after the,fiu*i enroriiato 
which they had been led ; after the depth 
of misery into which they had been plunged 
by the implicit confidence they reposed in 
the clergy, and the thoughtless manner in 
which they gave themselves up. to their 
controul/ one would have thought, on 
their restoration to the throne of France, 
whatever may have been their own private 
sentiments as to religion, that they would 
have been careful to avoid every thing 
tending to disquiet the inhabitants, or te 
excite in their minds apprehensions of a 
restoration of that spiritual tyranny un- 
der which the sovereign as wel) as the 
people had, for so many ages, groaned* 
But a strange infatuation seems to have 
seized the Bourbons* Every where their 
return to power was attended witfc t|te re* 
turn of bands of monks, friar*, au<l other 
religious fraternities, all armed with de- 
termined resolution to re-assume their 
former usurped authority over the human 
mind. Although the measures which had 
been taken in France to rid that delightful 
country of these infamous pests, rendered 
it a dangerous experiment to restore them 
at once, as the beloved Ferdinand had 
done in Spain, to the plenitude of their 
power, it will be seen by what Mr. Birk* 
beck * says on the subject of religion, that 
the steps authorized by the new govern- 
ment were calculated to lead to this, and 
to create a general alarm throughout the 
country. On his arrival at Dieppe, an oh* 
ject of superstition was among the first 
that presented itself:-— 

Near the landing-piece the most prominent ob» 
ject » a newly erected gaudy crucifix ; the figure 
large at life, and painted flesh colour; a naked 
body, writhing in torture : the Virgin Mary be* 
nesth in gay attire, and a crown tormeaothif aO. 
8nch exhibitions most excite horror and disgust} 
any thtug hot reference* 



* This gentleman's name was printed B b be sk 
by mistake iu a former Number of the Register. 
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A dirty fellow with a Rood voice, and a fiddle 
with three strings, alternately cliauntiug and 
preaching to the crowd in one of the market 
placet at Rouen, attracted my attention The 
Moral* was tlie collectioii of three sons each from 
his hearers, for a sacred charm: 6eing mncb 
amused and somewhat edified, 1 purchased a 
packet It contained two papers of prayers and 
saintly histories ; a small ernemx, ' and a reif 
amaU hit of the rest cross. When 1 displayed 
my treatnre at the hotel, our landlady's son, a 
hoy of aboat thirteen, who spoke a Kttle broken 
l^gftsh, cries eat, on seeks*; the craeifii, m \Ht 
tsOoaWdatUOod.^ 

We round the town (Avignon:) tua grand bustle 
about a Saint's prooeasiun. What Saint we cenid 
not make oat very easily, as we received a dif- 
ferent report from every person we asked. The 
streets were crowded with women and military. 
All their church-doings are under military pro- 
tection. The cliarch, where they were fitting 
oat the Saint for exhibition, had two fifes of sot. 
dters from the door to the altar: bayonets fixed* 
For this there seems no occasion, as the women 
are sufficiently devont, and the men entirely in- 
different. To jndge from appearances merely ( 
the political character of the French nation is at 
present rather low. First prevails the military 
spirit which seems to be the only spirit shining 
among the men, next come the priests, followed by 
the women. What will France become nnder the 

' 'affcfefc of to overwhelming military establish* 
metit, atid a King devoted to the church? The 
papal palace at Avignon is used as barracks. 

In speaking of parties, 1 bad forgotten the brood 
of priests which is listening in all quarters — 
These are objects of derision and disgust where- 
ever they appear. Their contracted shoulders, 
inclined heads, and bands dangling from their 
weak wrists, together with their immense hats 
and long camblet gowns, give them a sneaking 
demeaooar, which contrasts most unfavourably 
with the erect gait and manly air of all other de- 
scription* of people. It is s miserable thing that 

" a class of men, born like their fellows, « Voltn 
erecto conspicere csslom," should be so debased 
by bigotry and hypocrisy. Religion, that most 
sublime relation, which connects man with bis 
Maker, must enobte the character) yet, strange 
to tell, these cringing attitudes have been a sue- 

f eessfal mean of operating on the imaginations of 

' the ignorant a belief of their sanctity. I am 
happy in the conviction that no pretensions of 
this, or any other sort, will reconcile the people 
of Franca to the restoration of tithes or ecclesi- 
astical domination. 
Que of the chief means of detraction 



resorted to by the enemies of Napoleon, . 
was that of representing the soil of Franc* 
to be in a state of complete desolation, oc- 
casioned by the operation of the Conscrip- 
tion Laws, which, it was said, had so 
much drained the population, that there 
were none left to cultivate the ground but 
old tneo, women, and children. In fad, 
according to the representations of these 
Tile calumniators, it was impossible that 
France could recover from the terrible 
effects of this " scourge of human nature** 
in leas than half a century. Gfltes, towns, 
and villages ; vineyards, corn fields, and 
gardens ; all were laid waste by this u un- 
principled marauder l** yet, strange to re- 
late, no sooner has the road to France 
been thrown open, than it is discovered 
that her people possess one ot the finest 
countries in the world, that the land is in 
a progressive state of cultivation, that tha 
vineyards, the orchards, the garde**, the 
corn fields, everywhere present the mo«t 
luxuriant aspect; and that nothing fo 
wanted to draw thither a vast number of 
settlers, from almost every other nation, 
but a state of settled peace and security. 

On leaving Dieppe lor Rouen (says MrvfiirJc* 
heck)i we enter on a vast expanse of country, 
covered with luxuriant crops* Not a speck of 
waste to he discovered. The road itself is a mag* 
n ieean t object; wide, weH fotfnosX and in easel* 
lent order; ruiming in a right line for leagues 
before us, and planted on each side with apple 
and pear trees. As we pass along we perceive, 
to right and left, in all directions, the cross roads 
marked by similar rows of luxuriant fruit trees, 
as far as the eye can reach. No? hedges, and few 
villages or habitations hi sight. The soil, a 4eep 
hszel mould upon chalk, with little variation for 
many miles, 

Aug. Jf>-Teok boat for Vtetme— altogether 
delightful! Sweet air— exhilirating mountain 
scenery: the clear, and rapid, and majestic 
Jthone; rocks, woods, vineyards; chateaux on 
commanding eminences; cottages, embosomed in 
trees, retiring from the view ; the busy traffic ot 
the river, and prosperous villages on its banks. 

Embarked for Valence, on board a large tra- 
ding barge, which had taken a cargo of wine to 
Lyons, and was returaing, nearly empty, to 
Avignon. The crew' were five fine young men, 
much superior in'dress, manners, and conversa- 
tion, to the bargemen of our own country.— A 
glorious view of the High Alps, all the aAernoon. 
The mountains bordering the Rhone arc covered 
with vines on every part where the. decompooiug 
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granite furnishes a little cultivable soil : especi- 
ally as we approach Touruon, from whence comet 
the famous Hermit a -e wine. 1 had nti concep- 
tion of a conutry »o entirely cultivated as we hate 
found France from Dieppe to this place; 

From Ni*me< to Montpellier is the finest and 
best-cultivated district we have seen* Every 
thing bears the marks of prosperity. Fertile 
fields V* ell-built villages, a thick and happy po- 
pulation. — The well-cultivated vineyard, planted 
with towi of olives, is the chief appropriation of 
this fine country; indeed, it is so nearly universal 
that you wonder how fodder is obtaiued for the 
few horses required in its culture. We see, here 
and there, a little patch of lucerne.— From Di- 
eppe to this place we have seen scarcely a work- 
ing animal whose condition was sot excellent. 
Oxen, horses, and now mules and eases, fat and 
well looking, but not pampered. This looks like 
prosperity. And when I add that we have not 
seen, among the labouring people, one such fa- 
mished, worn-out, wretched object, as may be met 
with in every parish of England, 1 had almost 
said on every farm ; this, in a country so popu- 
lous, so entirely agricultural, denotes real prospe- 
rity. Again, from Dieppe to this place, I could 
not easily point out an acre of waste, a spot of 
land that is not industriously cultivated, though 
not always tt*W,. according to our notions.— 
France, so peopled, so cultivated; moderately 
taxed; without paper money, without tithes, 
without poor rates, almost withont poor* with 
excellent roads in every direction, and overflow- 
ing with corn, wine and oil,— most be, and really 
is, a rich country. Yet there are few rich indivi- 



From Perpignan to Prades, t\ mites : ascend- 
ing towards the mountain*, or rather between 
them, np a charming valley, cultivated like a 
garden, and watered through its whole extent. 
The people are collected into large Tillages* 
These mountains are not dotted over with little 
happy dwellings like those winch border the 
Rhone; but they are cultivated to their summits, 
exhibiting wonderful instances of persevering in- 
dustry. The inhabitants of a frontier district 
would be likely to establish themselves in groups, 
for mutual protection.— The vale farmers are 
busy sowing lupines er annual trefoil, on their 
wheat stubbles, for winter food for their flocks 
Many of the hedges en this road are composed 
chiefly of pomegranate* 

From Ax we descended about It miles to T*> 
raseoa, a little town delightfully attested on the 
Arricge, at the confluence of several valleys and 
their streams. Here the granite and schist of the 
higher regions give place to stratified rocks of 



limestone. These valleys are perfect garden*. 
In tlie evening we walked to a forge abont four 
miles west of the town ; we reached it about sun- 
set, but unfortunately it was not at work. How- 
ever, the beauty of the scenery amply repaid u«. 
We were completely among the mduotains; the 
snow remaining in many of the hollows near their 
summits^ They are chiefly calcareous tft this 
neighbourhood ; and covered with vineyards al- 
most to the edge of the snow. The contrast is so 
great between the products of the 1 soil, and Hie 
ragged wildness of the snrrotmding Crags; be- 
tween the balmy air you are breathing, and the 
wintry prospect ; that you are ready to suspect 
.en illusion of the senses. On our return, whilst 
the rieh tint of the departed son remained in the 
west, with a glow unknown in our chilly latitude; 
the moon, appearing over a dark doud, threw • 
the shadow of one huge cliff upon the bosom of 
another, and produced sttah a scene of sublime 
tranquillity as no poet or painter could describe. 
The ear -too partook of the enchantment from the 
roaring of the mountain streams. 

As to the present state of agriculture* 
manufactures, and the arts, o*r Author 
gives the following information : 

By the Revolution, every oppression on agtf* 
culture was done away- tithes, game laws, cor* 
vies, &c. Since that time, much new grorimt has 
been brought into cultivation, and none of the 
old abandoned. The modes of hosbahdi} have 
improved in many districts, by the introduction 
of fallow crops and artificial grasses. Rotten and 
its neighbourhood is a principal seat of the cotton 
manufactory; the Manchester of France* These 
great works have been wholly at a stand during 
the later years of the war, owing to the scarcity 
and enormous price of the raw material : they are 
now recovering their activity. I wax admitted 
into a cotton mill at Devi lie, which employs <60* 
people : the neatness and regularity of arrange- 
ment, and the decent appearance of the work* 
people, bespoke a well-managed and prosperous 
concern, I thought the machinery good; of this, 
however, I am not a competent Judge* Twist is 
completed by four operations from the carding; 
and the weaving costs only id. per yard. Wo- 
men who attend the looms earns 15d» pet day, 
equal to eleven pounds of bread * feeJefere the 
low price is not the result of low wages: a fact 
which deserves the attention of the promoters of 
Corn Bills in England. It is the opinion here, 
that Ore high price of provisions, with tfs, will 
soon give the French manufacturers the thesis of 
exceeding ours in cheapness. Louviers, famous 
for ils fine cloths, is favourably situated on a 
beautiful efear stream, of which fall advantage 
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ippears to be taken, for working their machinery. 
Here are several noble establishments for spin- 
oing woollen yarn. Their cropping or shearing 
Machines were performing their office with the 
greatest precision. I think they are wide awake 
to mechanical improvement* ; indeed, the quality 
•f their cloth proves their skill too well to leave 
a doubt of the excellence of their implements. 
There is great decency and comfort in the looks 
of their work-people ; of whom women form by 
far the principal part. 

The ci-devant priory of St Martin is now a 
toMtrrniory of arts and manufactures. Here arc 
models of implement* of agriculture, including 
those in common use in difiereut districts, and 
the modern improvements or attempts at im- 
provement. Among these curiosities are. some 
models of threshing machines, in which the me* 
ebonies nave proceeded no further than to put in 
motion a set of flail*. I recognixe in this col- 
lection many implements, particularly ploughs, 
which I have seen at work as we passed. The 
spirit of invention is hardly at work among the 
.French farmers. Poverty shifts with things as 
they are : capital looks tor improvement. I have 
visited this collection twice, and it is with regret 
1 acknowledge that I did not bringWay one idea 
worth recording. Agricultural implements form 
but a small part of the establishment: it contains 
every machine, I imagine, which is in use in the 
silk and cotton mauufactnre. Due room contains 
not models, but a complete set of machinery, 
which is under the care of a professor, and regu- 
larly at work, for the instruction of pupils in the 
art of spinning cottou. Here are also deposited 
numberless specimens of curious inventions in 
necbanics, in philosophical instruments, and in 
•very branch of arts and manufacrores. It is 
open on particular days of the week to the pnb- 
liuj nod every day to foreigners. Such is tlie libe- 
ral apirit of the nation ; exemplified not in this 
instance only, but universally. Those of my 
eoautrymen who have been driven through the 
British Museum, or conducted through any other 
plaice of exhibition at home, can put a proper 
Talneon this generous treatment. I once visited 
the galleries of natural history in the Jardin des 
Vlaates on a public day : it was amusing to see 
the crowd, mostly of what is called the lower 
•rder, which tlirongcd the. rooms ; and edifying 
to observe their decorum, and the interest they 
took in examining every thing. 



purchase, ^8333. On this estate is an cxcehVn 
house, and out-hiiihtiugs, and a large walled gar- 
den, all hi good repair. 

I have already said that Napoleon ap- 
pears to be no very great favourite of Mr* 
Birkbeck) who not unfrequcntly calls him 
a tyrant, and speaks pretty freely of what, 
he considers, the oppressive acts of his 
government, and the madness of his ambi- 
tious projects. Yet amidst all this ty- 
ranny, this oppression, and this mad am- 
bition, our author is compelled to acknow- 
ledge, that " under his auspices the inter- 
u nal government of the country was wise 
" and effectual ; property was sacred and 
a crimes were rare." 



Nothing has a greater tendency to in- 
duce those who are possessed of a little 
jnpney to take up their residence in France, 
than the low rate at which landed pro- 
perty "»*y b* purchased there when com* 
pared with its price in this country. The 
following statement places this in a very 
striking point of view ; 

One thousand acres arable, 500 woodland, equal 
to 1680 aeres English; one third of the arable 
poor cold clay, of little value; two thirds pretty 
mod wheat land; part dry enough for turnips : 
£ let ou lease for nine years (which the tenant 
tvootd give top on receiving a fair price for his 
Mock and crops) at 9000 franks, j£$75 sterling ; 
mod land-tax 1600 francs, <f 66 13s. per ann. might 
be bought, as we understood, for about w years 



There was a magnificence (says lie) ahoot Bo- 
naparte which carries yon away in dt fiance of 
your sober judgment. To-day I gained a sight 
of the astonifehitig colossal elephant, which was to 
have been elevated ou the scite of the Bastile; 
from which a grand street was projected to the 
front of the Louvre, through the whole length of 
the city. The canal of Ourquc, a grand work of 
his fur the supply of Paris with water, was to 
have formed a fountain through the proboscis of 
the elephant. Wherever you turn is some ma* 
jestic monument of his taste. In fact, the gran- 
deur of Paris was his creation, and you now see 
workmen busy in all parts, scratching out hit 
name, and defacing his eagles. This is very piti- 
ful. The Bourbons, in their attempts to disgrace 
Napoleon, by putting down his statues and ob- 
literating the ensigns of bis power, are directing 
their attack against his least vulnerable part, ami 
inviting a comparison greatly Co tlteir owu dis- 
advantage. \Y\ executed many great works of 
tasting utility, and many of amazing splendour* 
Under his auspices the internal government of 
the country was wUe and effectual : property 
was sacred, and crimes were rare because they 
could not be committed with impunity. 

It is somewhat difficult to believe anj 
man to be a tyrant and an oppressor, who 
could occupy himself so much with the 
happiness and prosperity of a country over 
which he reigned, and where the effects of 
his good government were so conspicuous. 
The measures resorted to by Napoleon to 
recruit his armies were, without doubt, of 
a severe description, and might be thought 
rigorous by many individuals in France. 
But then it ought to be recollected, that 
they were necessary in the then state of 
things ; much more so perhaps than the 
measures employed by other nations to re- 
cruit their forces. If we consider Napo- 
leon fighting to maintain the integrity of 
the French territory, and for the mainte- 
nance of treaties, which had been violated 
by those who concluded them with him, I 
do not know of a better ground for going 
to wan I hare yet to learn that the peo- 
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pie were hostile to his views. Every thing, 
on the contrary, has tended to convince me, 
that he has not only all along possessed 
their entire affections, but that the wars 
in which he was engaged have always been 
agreeable to them, and the chief cause of 
the strong attachment which they hare 
uniformly shewn towards him, even when 
a reverse of fortune placed him, in a great 
measure, in the power of his enemies. In 
this there does not appear to be any symp- 
toms, that the people of France ever con- 
sidered him a tyrant or an oppressor. If 
they had, they would have assisted in 
keeping him down when he was down. 
Instead of hailing him, on his return from 
Elba, as their deliverer, they would have, 
united as one man to oppose his reassump- 
tion of the government. If then it appears 
so very clear, that the French people 
never thought Napoleou a tyrant or an 
oppressor, never viewed him in the light of 
a despot, never complained of what we, 
good tender souls, call the horrors of the 
conscription, never lamented the continu- 
ance of the war, but seem as ready at this 
moment as ever to fight under so great a 
captain. If the people of France, who 
have the best right, the only right, to com- 
plain of these supposed grievances, never 
troubled themselves in any way about 
them, what right have we to set up a la- 
mentation on flieir behalf? , Upon what 
principle is it that we affect to feel pity 
and compassion for a nation that do not 
want oar pity ? And where is the pru- 
dence, to say nothing of the injustice, of 
calling the sovereign of any people a ty- 
rant, a despot, and an oppressor, when the 
whole of that people have given so many 
unequivocal proofs of their entire satisfac- 
tion with his conduct ? With these proofs 
before our eyes, we must either admit that 
Napoleon is not a tyrant, a despot, nor an 
oppressor, or we must apply these insult- 
ing and degrading epithets to the whole 
population of France. He is the man of 
their choice. They have declared that 
they will not submit to another. After 
identifying themselves, as it were, with 
this wonderful man, in so pointed a man- 
ner, every attack made upon him must be 
held as an attack upon the French people ; 
every abusive expression applied to him 
must be considered as intended to apply 
to that great nation. There is, besides, a 



beck hat told us respecting the state of so- 
ciety in France be true ; if we are to be- 
lieve that the people there are as happy, at 
least, as they are in this country, and he 
represents them as much happier; if we 
are to give credit to what he tells us 
about the low price ot land and of provi- 
sions, the delightful appearance of the 
country, the high state of cultivation in 
which he found it, the many excellent in* 
stitutions, and the wise code of laws by 
which the rights of the poorest person in 
France are protected. If all this Is to be- 
held as true, and I have no doubt that it U 
true in every particular, and if it is equally 
true that Napoleon is a tyrant, theft would 
<it follow that tyranny is the best calculated 
of all forms of government to promote the 
happiness ef a people; that the arts and 
the sciences, that every thing, in fact, cojh 
ducive to the greatness and clory of a na- 
tion, flourish best under a Military despot* 
ism. If this principle it to be maintained, 
it might indeed be believed that Napoleon 
is a tyrant, and that the French people ac- 
tually prefer tyranny and despotism to a 
free representative government. But trho 
that has any pretensions to common sense 
can entertain so absurd a doctrine.-** 
France is great and powerful only because 
her government possesses talent, and oc- 
cupies itself incessantly with the pufeRc 
welfare. Her people are happy only fee* 
cause her laws and her institutions are 
formed to promote happiness. No one 
can say, that the now greatly improved 
state of France is the consequeoce of what 
was called, the paternal sway of the 
Bourbons; for during the few months 
of their continuance in France, they were 
so much occupied with endeavouring to 
give stability to their own power, that 
they had no leisure to attend to any thing 
else. Nor can it be attributed to the ma- 
nagement of those in whose hands the go- 
vernment was placed during the early pe- 
riod of the revolution. They, no dontrt^ 
did much to clear away the rubbisift^but 
it was not till Napoleon was called to fill 
the office of Chief Magistrate ; it was not 
till after many years of incessant labour 
and inconceivable anxiety on the part of 
this most extraordinary man, that France 
reached that state of greatness and pros- 
perity, in which we now find her, and as 
he is described by the impartial pen of 



deal of inconsistency in maintaining that | Mr. Birkbeck. If that gentleman should 
Napoleou is a tyrant. If what Mr. Birk- be induced to present the public with ano~ 
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titer edition of his interesting tour, I am 
not without hopes that he will profit by 
irv remarks, and either expunge the ob- 
noxious expressions to which I hare al- 
luded, or gi?e such an explanation of 
them as will clear him from the charge of 
inconsistency ; for it appears to me ut- 
terly impossible in any man to read his 
hook, even with a slight degree of atten- 
tion, and not be convinced, that all that 
has been said about Napoleon being a 
tyrant, and about his having oppressed 
and desolated France, is entirely destitute 
of foundation. 

" In the concluding part of Mr* Birk- 
beck'i tour, he remarks. 

It is do* from its to add, that in the course of 
oar enquiries on every topic we met with no in- 
stance of incivility ; no reserve or appearance ol 
vospictOD. It was that from the north to the ex* 
trcme south; am} jn whatever direction we had 
fthaped onr course, I am satisfied we sliould have 
experienced the same kind reception. And, in 
our own conn try. wherever an intelligent French- 
man shall 'prearat lihnsetfy prepared to commmii- 
ca|o, and auxians to obtain information, be will 
be received as we were received in France ; 
making some allowance for a degree of jealousy 
among the manufacturer*, not incompatible with 
personal benevolence, but arising from particular 
cieenietttamces arjueh- might render competition 
rn|nons. A sufficient j»oof that we are not nat iuV 
enjpjue* ! " Les peoples ne ft'entrehAtoent pus* 
airf heardf many ot the French exclaim. How 
lone?' then shall forty millions of civitieed people, 
in {fee two countries, remain the dupes of that 
wretched and disgraceful policy, by which govern* 
ments foment perpetual rivalsbip and war, under 
rue hackneyed plea of supporting social order and 
religion, mid 
? Make en e m ie s of nations who had eke, 
Like kindred drops, been mingled iuto one." 



FRENCH CONSTITUTION. 



ACJ ADDITIONAL TO THE CONSTITUTIONS 
OF THE EMPIRE. 

2fopoleon 1 by the grace of God and the 
Constitutions, Emperor oj 'the French, 
fefaV/ present and to come greeting. 

Since We were called, fifteen years ago, 
to th£ government of tbe State by tbe 
wishes of France, we endeavoured, at va- 
rious times, to improve the constitutional 
forms, according to tbe wants and desires 
of the nation, and profiting by tbe lessons 
of' experience. The constitutions of the 
empire were thus formed of a series of acts 
which were sanctioned by the acceptance 
of the people. It was then onr object to 
prganise a gtaBd federative European sys- 



tem, which we had adopted as conform- 
able to the spirit of the age, and fa to ar- 
able, to the progress of conization. In 
order to attain its completion, and to give 
ft all the extent and stability of which it 
was susceptible, we postponed the esta- 
blishment of many internal institutions, 
more particularly destined to protect the 
liberty of the citizens. Henceforward our 
only object is to eucrease the prosperity of 
Frauce, by the confirmation of. public 
liberty. Hence reurfei-tbe necessity of 
?arious important modifications of the con- 
stitutions, the seuat as-co nsulta, and other 
acts which gorern this empire. For these 
causes, wishing, on the one hand, to retain 
of the passed what was good and salutary, 
and on the other, to render the constitu- 
tions of our empire in every thing con- 
formable to the national wishes and wants 
as well as to the state of peace which we 
desire to maintain with Europe, we hate 
resolved to propose to the people a sertjt 
of arrangements tending to modify and im- 
prove its Constitutional Acts ; to strengthen 
the rights of citizens by every guarantee, 
to give the representative system its whole 
extention, to invest the intermediate bodies 
with the desirable respectability and 
power, — in one word, to combine the 
highest degree of political liberty and in- 
diTiduai security, with the force and cen- 
tralization necessary for causing the inde- 
pendence of the French people to be re- 
spected by foreigners, and to the dignity 
of our crown. In consequence, the fol- 
lowing articles, forming an act supplemen- 
tary to the constitutions of the empire, 
shall be submitted to the free and solemn 
acceptance of all citizens throughout the 
whole extent of France : — 

TITLE I. 

Article 1. The constitutions of the em- 
pire, particularly the constitutional act of 
the 22dFrimaire,year S, the Senatus Con- 
sulta of the 14 and 16 Thermidor, year 10, 
and of the 28 Floreal, year 12, shall be 
modified by the arrangements which fol- 
low. Ail other arrangements are con- 
firmed and maintained* 

2. The Legislative Power is exercised 
by the Emperor and two Chambers. 

3. The first Chamber, called the Cham, 
ber of Peers, is hereditary. 

4. The Emperor appoints its Members, 
who are irrevocable, they and their male 
descendants, from one eldest son to ano- 
ther. The number of Peers is unlimited, 
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Adoption does not transmit to bim who is 
if* object, the dignity of the Peerage. Peers 
take their seats at twenty-one years of age, 
bat have no deliberative voice till twenty- 
fire. 

5. The Arch -Chanccll or of the Em- 
pire is President of tho Chamber of Peers, 
or in certain cases a Member of the Cham- 
ber specially designated by the Emperor. 

G. The Members of the Imperial Fa- 
mily, in hereditary order, are Peers of 
right. They take their seats at 18 years 
ef age, but tiate noTTcTTberate voice till 21. 

7. The second Chamber, called that of 
Representatives, is elected by the people. 

8. Its members are 6 l 29 in number. 
-They must be 25 years old at least. 

9. Their President is appointed by the 
Chamber, at the opening of the first Ses- 
sion. He retains his functions till the re- 
newal of the Chamber. His nomination 
is spbmitted to the approbation of the Em- 
peror. 

10. This Chamber verifies the powers of 
its Members, and pronounces on the vali- 
dity of coutested elections. 

11. Its Members receive for travelling 
expenses, and during the Session, the pay 
decreed by the Constituent Assembly. 

12. They are indefinitely re-eligible, 

13. The Chamber of Representatives is 
of right wholly renewed every five years. 

14. No Member of either Chamber can 
be arrested, except in flagrante delic- 
to, nor prosecuted in any criminal or cor- 
rectional matter during a Session, but in 
virtue of a resolution of the Chamber of 
which he forms a part. 

15. None can be arrested or detained 
for debt, from the date of convocation, nor 
for forty days after the Session. 

1$. In criminal or correctional matters 
Peers are -judged by their Chamber, ac- 
cording to prescribed forms. 

17. The office of peer and representa- 
tive is compatible with all other public 
functions, except those of matters of ac- 
count (comptables) ; prefects and sub-pre- 
fects are, however, ineligible. 

18. The Emperor sends to the Cham- 
bers Ministers and Counsellors of State, 
who sit there and take part in the debates, 
but have no deliberative voice unless they 
are peers or elected by the people. 

19. The Ministers, thus Members of 
either Chamber, or sitting there by mission 
from Government, give to the Chambers 
met information as is deemed necessary 



when its publicity does not compromise* 
the interest of the State. 

20. The sittings of the two Chambers 
are public. They may, however, go into 
secret committee, the Peers on the demand 
of ten, and the representatives on the de- 
mand of twenty-five members. Govern-* 
ment may also require secret committees 
when it has communications to make. In < 
all cases deliberation and vote can only be 
in public sitting. 

21. The Emperor may prorogue, ad- 
journ, and dissolve the Chamber of Repre* 
bentatives. ' The Proclamation which pro- 
nounces the dissolution convokes the Eleo 
toral Colleges for a new election; and 
fixes the meeting of representatives within 
six months at the farthest. 

22. During the recess of sessions of the 
Chambers of Representatives, or in case of 
its dissolution, the Chamber of Peers can* 
not meet. 

23. Government has the proposal of 
laws ; the Chambers can propose amend- 
ments ; if these amendments are not adopt- 
ed by Government, the Chambers are 
bound to vote on the law such as it was 
proposed. 

24. The Chambers have the power of 
Inviting Government to propose a law on 
a determinate object, and to draw up what 
it appears to them proper to insert in ttw 
law. This claim may po made by either 
Chamber. 

25. When a Bill is adopted in either 
Chamber, it is carried to the other; and if 
there approved, it is carried to the Em* 
peror. 

26. No written discourse, excepting re- 
ports of Committees, of Ministers on laws, 
and accounts, can be read in either Cham- 
ber. 

TITLE II. — OF ELECTORAL COLLEGES AND 
THE MODE OF ELECTION. 

27. The Electoral Colleges of Depart* 
ment and Arrondksement are maintained, 
with the following modifications : * 

28. The Cantonal Assemblies will year* 
ly fill up by elections all the vacancies in 
electoral colleges. 

29. Dating from 1814, a Member of the 
Chamber of Peers appointed by the Empe* 
ror shall be President for life, and irremo* 
vabU of every Electoral College of De- 
partment* 

30. Dating from the sane period, the 
Electoral College of every Department 
shall appoint, among the Members of each 
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college of arrondissement, the president 
and two vice-presi dents. For that pur- 
pose, the meeting of the departmental col- 
leges shall precede by a fortnight that of 
the college of arrondissement. 

31. The colleges of department and ar- 
rondissement shall appoint the number of 
representatives fixed for each in the table 
adjoined. 

32. The representatives may be chosen 
indiscriminately from the whole extent of 
France. Every college of department or 
arrondissement which shall choose a mem- 
ber put of |ts bounds, shall appoint a sup- 
plementary member, whomusfbe taken 
from the department or arrondissement. 

33. ^lanufacturing and commercial in- 
dustry and property, shall have special 
representatives. The election of commer- 
cial and manufacturing representatives 
shall be made by the electoral college of 
department, from a list of persons eligible, 
drawn up by the Chambers of Commerce, 
and the Consultative Chambers united. 

TITLE III. — OF TAXATION. 

34. The general direct tax, whether on 
land or moveables, is voted only for one 
year: indirect taxes may 1>e voted for se- 
veral yean. In case of the dissolution of 
the Chamber of Representatives, the taxes 
jote& fn t^e preceding session are conti- 
nued till the neit meeting of the Chamber. 

35. No tax, direct or indirect, in money 
or kind, can be levied, no loan contracted, 
no inscription in the great book of the 
public debt can be made, no domain alien- 
ated or sold, no levy of men for the army 
ordered, no portion of territory exchanged, 
but in virtue of a law* 

36. No proposition of tax, loan, or levy 
of 'men, can be made but to the Chamber 
of Representatives. 

37. Before the same Chamber must be 
laid, in the first instance, l.The General 
Budget of the State, containing a view of 
the receipts, and the proposal of the funds 
assigned for the year, to each department 
of service : 2. The account of the receipts 
and expences of the year or of preceding 
year*. 

TITLE IT. — OV MINISTERS, AND OF RE- 
SPONSIBILITY. 

38. All the acts of Government must 
t>e countersigned by a Minister in office. 

39. The Ministers are responsible for 
acts of Government signed by them, as 
well as for the execution of the laws. 

4fi. They may be accused by the Cham- 



ber of Representatives, and. are. tried by 
that of Peers. 

41 . Every Minister, every Commandant 
of armed force, by land or sea, may be ac- 
cused by the Chamber of Representatives, 
and tried by that of Peers, for having com* 
promised the safety or honour of the na- 
tion. 

42. The Chamber of Peers, in that case, 
exercises a discretional power either in 
classing the offence or mitigating the 
punishment. 

43. Before placing a Minister in accu- 
sation, the Chamber of Representatives 
must declare that there is ground for ex* 
amining the charge. 

4 I. This declaration can only be made 
on the report of a Committee of 60, drawn 
by lot. This Committee must make its 
report in 10 days or sooner after its nomi- 
nation. 

4o. When the Chamber declares there is 
ground for enquiry, it may call the Mi- 
nister before them to demand explana- 
tions, at least within Id days after the re- 
port of the Committee. 

46. In no other case can Ministers in 
office be summoned or ordered by the' 
Chambers., 

47. When the Chamber if Represen- 
tatives has declared that tb'ere is ground 
for inquiry again** a uiifltlK^*, a new com- 
mittee of 60 drawn by lot li formed, who 
are to make a new report on the placing la 
accusation. This committee makes its re- 
port 10 days after its appointment. 

48. The placing in accusation is not to 
take place till 10 days after the report is 
read and distributed. 

49. The accusation being pronounced, 
the Chamber appoints five of its members 
to prosecute the charge before the Peers. 

50. The 75th art. of the constitutional 
acts of the 22d Frimaire, year 8, importing 
that the agents of government can only be 
prosecuted in virtue of a decision of the 
Council of State, shall be modified by % 
law. 

TITLE V. — OP THE JUDICIAL POWER* 

51. The Emperor appoints all Judgcts* 
They are irremovable and for life from the 
moment of there appointment ; but the no- 
mination of Justices of Peace, and Judges 
of Commerce, shall take place as formerly. 
. The existing Judges, appointed by the 
Emperor in terms of the Senatus Consul- 
turn of the 12th Oct 1807, and whom he 
shall think proper to retain, shall recei ire 
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provisions for life Wore the 1st of Janu- 
ary ncit. 

52. The institution of janes is main- 
tained. 

53. The discussions on criminal trials 
shall be public. 

54. Military offences * alone shall be 
tried by military tribunals. 

55. All other offences, even those com- 
mitted by mil ita ry men, a re within the j u- 
rhdfctiou of civil tribunals. 

56". All the crimes and offences which 
were appropriated for trial to the high 
Imperial Court, and of which this act does 
not reser?e the trial to the Chamber of 
Peers, shall be brought before the ordi- 
nary tribunals. 

57. The Emperor has the right of par- 
don, eren in correctional cases, and of 
granting amnesties. 

58. Interpretations of laws demanded 
tj the Court of Cassation shall be given 
in the form ef a law. 

TITLE VI. RIGHTS OF CITIZEXS. 

50 Frenchmen are equal in the eye of 
the law, whether for contribution to taxes 
and public burthens, or for admission to 
civil and military employments. 

60. No one* under any pretext, can be 
withdrawn from, the judges assigned to 
him by law. ^ ■ t ^^ T -^ x 

61. No one cgfrbe prosecftted, arrested, 
detained, or exiled, but in cases provided 
for by law, and according to the prescribed 
forms. 

62. Liberty of worship is guaranteed to 
all. 

63. All property possessed or acquired 
in virtue of the laws, and all debts of the 
stdte, are inviolable. 

64. Erery citizen has a right to ' print 
and publish his thoughts, on signing them, 
without any previous censorship, liable at 
the same time, after publication, to' legal 
responsibility by trial by jury, even where 
there is ground only for the application 
of a constitutional penalty. 

65. The right of petitioning is secured 
to all the citizens. Every petition is indi- 
vidual. Petitions may be addressed either 
to Government or to the two Chambers ; 
nevertheless, even the latter must also be 
entitled "To the Emperor." Thev shall 
be presented to the Chambers under the 
guarantee of a member who recommends 



the petition. They are publicly read; 
and if the Chambers take them iuto consi- 
deration, thev are laid before the Emperor 
by the President. 

66. No fortress, no portion of territory, 
can be declared in a state of siege, bat in 
case of invasion by a foreign force, or of 
civil broils. In the former case the decla- 
ration is made by an act of the Govern- 
ment* In th© latter it can only be done by 
the law. However, should the two Cham- 
bers not then be sitting, the *ct of the Go- 
verm ent, declaring the state of siege, roast 
be converted into a plan of law within a 
fortnight after the meeting of the Cham- 
bers. 

67. The French People moreover de- 
clare, that in the delegation which it has 
made and makes of its powers, it has not 
meant, and does not meau to give a right 
to propose the reinstatement of the Bour- 
bons, or any Prince of that family on the 
throne, even in case of the extinction of 
the Imperial dynasty ; nor the right of re- 
establishing either the ancient feudal nobi- 
lity, or the feudal and scignorial rights, or 
tithes, or any privileged or predominant 
religion ; nor die power to alter the irre- 
vocability of the sale of the national do* 
mains; it formally interdicts to the* Go* 
vernment, the Chambers, and the Citizens, 
all propositions on that subject. 

Given at Paris, April 22, 181 5. 

(Signed) Napoleon. 

By the Emperor, 
The Minister Secretary of State, 

(Signed) The Duke of Bassano. 

Then follows a decree regulating the 
proportion of representatives for each de* 
part men t, who are in all to be 605. 

Another decree appoints 23 Deputies to 
be nominated for all the arrondissements, 
from among merchants, ship owners, bank- 
ers, and manufacturers. They shall be 
chosen by the electoral colleges, out of 
lists presented by every department. 

Then follows a decree for opening re- 
gisters iii which the votes on the constitu- 
tion are to be inscribed. They are to be 
open ten days. The act of the constitu- 
tion is also to be sent to the army and 
navy. The assembly of the field of May, 
for examining the votes, Ac* it appointed 
for the 26th May. 
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TO THB 

PEOPLE OF NOTTINGHAM, 

Ok the Motives and Prospects of the War. 

Amongst those towns of England which 
have shewn the best spirit, for many years 
past, as to political matters, Nottingham 
stands at least as forward as any, and, 
therefore, I address to yon the observa- 
tions, which, at this critical period, I think 
it my duty to publish, on the Motives and 
Prospects of that War, which, perhaps, 
will be begun before this paper reaches the 
press. 

The last war, which added 600 millions 
to the* National Debt^and Which produced 
so many and such great calamities, cala- 
mities not transient but durable ; that war 
hid for its pretexts, 1st, that the French 
had issued a Decree inviting all nations to 
rise against their governments, and 2nd, 
that they had opened the Navigation of 
the River Scheldt in Flanders. The futi- 
lity of these pretexts June been a thousand 
times demonstrated. The real grounds of 
that war are new well known; bat, at 
any rata, there is no such pretext for tlje 
present intended, or, threatened, war. 
The war-faction are now compelled to ac- 
knowledge, that France is confined within 
her aacient limits ; that Napoleon has de- 
clared his adherence to the Treaty of Pa- 
ris, dictated by us and our allies ; that he 
has made overtures to all the Powers to 
preserve peace ; that he has most explicit- 
ly pledged himself to the French people 
that he will eater on no war of aggression ; 
^hat he has, in complaisance to ui, abo- 
lished the Slave Trade, which we could 
not prevail on Louis to do; that he has 
ujjrred to the formation of a constitution 
-which will necessarily tend to promote the 
peace and happiness of France. All this 
*fce war-suction acknowledge ; none of this 
ran they deny. What, then, is their pre- 
text for going to war ? What do they tell 
y4>n, that they wish to see Europe once 
snore bleeding for? Why, they say, that 
<£ltey cannot trust Napoleon ; that he never 
2*ms kept any treaty ; that he will keep no 
£»*ty now; that he will sally forth as 



soon as he is strong, and that, therefore, 
we ought to fall upon him and destroy 
him while he is weak* 

Whether he be weak is a question on 
which I will speak hereafter. At present 
let us Inquire into the solidity of this opi- 
nion, that we cannot trust Napoleon, 
grounded as this opinion is on the asser- 
tion, that he is a notorious breaker of 
treaties. 

Suppose this latter assertion to be. true, 
is that a ground of war ? When would 
wars cease, and with whom could we ever 
have treaties, if we were to act on such a 
rule? Did not Russia make a treaty with 
Napoleon at Tilsit, in which the former 
stipulated to adopt the Continental Sys- 
tem, and in which she acknowledged Jo- 
seph King of Spain ? And was it not the 
breach of this treaty, which led Napoleon 
into Russia? Did we not see Bavaria, Au- 
stria, and Prussia, all bound to Napoleon 
by treaty in a war against Russia ; and did 
they not all of them actually desert him in 
the field and join his enemies ? And, you 
will bear in mind, too, that he had repeat- 
edly had the Sovereigns of these three 
countries at his feet, and had replaced 
them upon their thrones. What impu- 
dence, then, is it in the war-faction to call 
him a treaty-breaker > and to say, that we 
castnot trust him ! How we have kept our 
treaties I shall not attempt to shew ; nor, 
indeed, is it necessary. It is well known, 
that all those Powers, whom we now call 
our high allies, and on whose valour and 
fidelity we place so much reliance, have 
been our allies before; that they have quit- 
ted our alliance and joined France against 
us ; that they have, in short, within the 
last 23 years, all been twice fighting with 
France against us, and more than twice 
fighting with us against France. These 
facts being notorious, what assurance must ' 
those persons have, who would persuade** 
us, that we never can have peace with Na- . 
poleon ; and that we ought to make war 
with him till he be destroyed, because he 
is a man, who does not keep treaties ! 

What, then, are the real Motives of the ' 
expected Kur? This \* a matter of vabt im- 

b 
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portance. It is of the greatest conse-i 
quence that the people of such a place as] 
Nottingham, or Coventry, or any other 
fine town of England, abounding in good 
sense, should clearly understand this ques- 
tion at the very outset of the war ; be- 
cause, If they do not carry this knowledge 
along with them through the war, the ef- 
fects of the war will not, in all likelihood, 
lead, at last, to a just and beneficial 
resntt. 

What, then, are the real Motives of the 
expected war ? I am not in acquaintance 
with the Ministers ; I know nobody who 
is. But, I hear many of the war-faction 
talk ; and^ with them, at least, the follow- 
ing are the real Motives for going to war: 
— They say, that the country is come to 
that pass, that it cannot now live in peace 
with its present system in existence. They 
say, that the last twelve months were far 
more distressing than any foregoing twelve 
months of war ; that commerce was less 
productive ; that trades of all sorts were 
worse ; that homes and land became less 
valuable ; that manufactures throve less ; 
that journeymen and labourers were star- 
ring, who, before, were doing passably 
well.— They say, tbat more than 40,000 
families, living upon their incomes, had 
migrated to virions parts of the Continent, 
and especially to France ; that theae fami- 
lies draw out of England 15 or SO millions 
sterling a year ; that the rents of lands add 
the dividends from the Stocks were, in a 
great degree, spent in, France instead of 
England, because in the former country 
one pound would go as far as three pounds 
in the latter country; that thus there was 
less demand for labourers, for corn, for 
cattle, for household goods, for all arti- 
cles of drew, for carriages, than there was 
in time of war ; that thus tradesmen, far- 
mers, and manufacturers lost their cus- 
tomers, and that labourem and journey* 
. men lost theft employment* They sa^, 
tbat houses fit for persons of fortune be- 
came worth little or nothing;; and, that* 
neat London, in particular, thousands of 
houses became tenantless on account of 
the peace, to the ruin of builders, and the 
starvation of journeymen* 

Now, t believe all this to be true ; tat* 
how f ttaau are we to go to war in order 
to make England as ehertp a country as 
France ? Or, are we always to have war 
to prevent these migrations to trance? 
Are we never to have peace.; are we to 



keep on shedding humdn blood, lest peace 
should enable the English to go abroad in 
search of cheap living ? 

But, how comes this migration to hate 
taken place now, more than in former, 
times ? You will bear in mind, my friends, 
of Nottingham, that we did formerly lire 
in peace with France for many years to- 
gether; tbat we had treaties of friendship 
and of commerce with France; and that 
nobody used to be alarmed at the effects 
of any migration from England jto France, 
How comes it, then, that France is now 
become so inviting to English people? 
What is the cause of so many thousands 
flocking thither to lire in preference to 
their own Country ? You will bear in 
mind, my friends of Nottingham, that be- 
fore the peace, we were told of nothing 
but the miseries which Napoleon had in- 
flicted upon France. We were told, that 
he had drained the people of tfceir all ; 
that he had ruined the arts, manufacture^ 
commerce, and agriculture; that he had 
taken away all the able men, and left the 
land to be ploughed and sowed by old 
men, women, and children. And yet, the 
moment the passage to Franco is free, 
thousands upon thousands of EsngBsh pee* 
trie flock thither to live, while not a single 
French family cam* to live en their means 
in England. What, then, is the rem! fact? 
Why do so many go to live upas* their 
fortunes in France? I will, in at few: 
words as I can, explain this mystery* 

The motive for going to live in France, 
ts that people can live cketfer them* For 
instance, Mr. Bull has an income from 
the Stocks* or from his farms, which he 
lets, of 500 pounds a year. With this, if 
Mr. Bull lives in the country, he may, if 
Mrs, Bull ma n a ges well* keep onemaid* 
servant, and drink a pint of Wine alley, 
without being able, however^ to lay by a 
single shilling for iris three or four thH- 
dreo. If Mr. Bull, or> rather Mr*. Ball, 
chooses to live in town, he infest put op 
with part of a ftoisse; ho must black hb 
own ahoes, and Mrs* Bull most cook her 
own mutton cbo}>. Thus aHaiatad Sir. 
ball reads in the newspaper that a- faottsf 
of wine in Franca costs. six-pea*c«, a tnr» 
ktey half a crow*, a htmsv and garden ton 
baaadsayear, and -so On. " Lrook hare, 
" my dear," says he to Mrst B*H, " WJry, 
" w«couadifTenHichmt>fe450iafio»tnWyai 
" France. We eonid keep a maid and 
" footaata in Franca." " Aye," aajruj 
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Mrs. Bui f ? a and a carriage too, my 
« dear." " Yes," replies he, " and lay 
w by something too for the little Bulls. 
" And, besides, we shall have no poor- 
H rates or tythes to pay." They soon get 
rid of their odds and ends ; off they go to 
France, leaving behind them an order to 
send them their income, and also leaving 
behind them their share of the poor-rates 
and other taxes to be paid by those who 
remain, smd leaving their maid-servant, 
their taylor, shoe-maker, bricklayer, car- 
penter, butcher, baker, &c. to find, where 
they can, other customers to supply their 
place. 

I am sure you all clearly understand 
this. You clearly see the reason for peo- 
ple migrating to France ; you see how this 
i migration throws others out ef work, and 
hew it lessens the number of persons who 
pay the taxes, and you see, that they 
would not migrate to France, it* the means 
ef living were not cheaper in France than 
in England. But, as I am not so sore, 
that you dearly perceive the cause of these 
low prices in France compared with the 
prices in England, I will explain that 
I cause to you as briefly as I am able. 

All the necessaries of life are dearer in 
Eaglsatdthmwhi France, because the Taxes 
are heavier ra England than they are in 
France. For instance, suppose the go- 
vernment totake six-penee tax upon every 
pair of stockings, the maker must sell them 
six-pence a pair dearer than he did before. 
We pay twenty shillings a bushel for salt; 
but, if there were no tax upon salt, we 
Should not pay above three or four shil- 
lings a bushel. The tax is, I believe, 16s. 
a bushel, and then there is the charge of 
the maker for* the interest of the money 
advanced hi the amount of the tax. For 
ale yon pay at Nottingham, I suppose, 6d. 
a quart, Winchester measure* Malt, 
which now sells for lOs. a bushel, pays 
4s. 6d. a bushel in tax. To this mast be 
added the tax paid by the brewer on the 
Ale. To*tMs also must be added the innu- 
merable taxes paid by the farmer out of the 
price of his Barley. If you put all these 
together, you will see what it is that makes 
your Ale cost 6d. a quart. If one coun- 
try pays upon every article twice as much 
in, taxes as another country, it is very evi- 
dent that living in the former must' cost 
twice as much as it costs in the latter. 

Now, then, yon see clearly why things 
are cheaper in France than they are ju 



England. You see clearly why It' is thai 
people migrate to France; and, as this 
migration cannot take place in time ofwar^ 
this is one of the reasons why the war-facw 
tion are so eager to push the country on 
into that state, without any consideration 
as to the consequence which that war may 
produce. 

But, they have other reasons, one of 
which is of the same sort; They say, that 
France presents an enticing field tor Ma-> 
nufactures. They have seen how manu- 
factories have risen up in America. They 
have seen, that, in a very few years, the 
cotton and woollen manufactories of Ame- 
rica have so rapidly increased as almost tor 
shut out those of England.— They know' 
that this great change in the commercial 
affairs of the world has arisen from the 
migration of English manufacturers to 
America. They know, that as much food 
eati be bought in France for a shilling as 
in England for two or three shillings ; and, 
they say, that France being so near, if 
will be impossible, in time of peace, to 
p re vent manufacturers and machine-makers 
from going to France. They say, that 
thus France, instead of England, will sup- 
ply the rest of Europe with what are now 
called English manufactures. They say, 
that hundreds of manufacturers and arti- 
sans went over in the last year, even under 
the Bourbons, and that now, when they 
are sure to enjoy complete religious li- 
berty, without any. predominant church, 
the migration would be by thousands. 
Therefore, they wish for war, seeing that, 
during a war, no migration can take place* 
They know, that there are laws to prevent 
artisans and manufacturers from migrating 
to any country; but, they also know, that 
it is next to impossible to enforce those 
laws. They know that such laws only 
make the desire to migrate the more keen. 
They know, in short, that such laws ace 
not more efficient than would be a law or 
proclamation to prevent birds from flying 
from one grove to another; and that no-' 
thing but a complete and forcible obstruc- 
tion will answer the purpose. 

Another motive with the war-faction, 
and, perhaps, the most powerful of all, is, 
to prevent the people of England from' 
witnessing the effects of a free gvoernmcnf 
in France. In France Napoleon has 
agreed that the people shall be really re- 
presented in the Legislature; that no tax 
shall be imposed without the people's freo 
S2 
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tangent* In France there are no tythts. 
InFranoe there is no predominant Church. 
The war-faction fear the e«ect of thit 
example. They say, that tbb state of 
things has arisen out of a Democratic Re- 
volution. They say, that for the people 
of England to hare this continually be- 
fore their eyes is very dangerous. They 
lay, as the newspapers said, in the case 
Of America,. We ought to go to war ; we 
ought to keep on war ; we ooght to hare 
no peace j we ought to send Lord Wei- 
tington and all our armjr to fight and 
burn and destroy in America, until Mn. 
Madison be deposed; until this " mis- 
" chievous example of the success of de- 
"mocratical rebellion be annihilated." 
Until this was done, they said, that the 
world could hate no read pebec* Until 
this was done, they said, that no regular 
government was safe. Until this was 
done, they said, that the English govern- 
ment would remain hi jeopardy erery 
hour* 

This faction are dreadfully alarmed at 
the description which tratellers give us of 
the happy state of France. While the war 
lasted, the people of England were kept 
wholly in the dark as to this matter. You 
will beaf h\ mind, my friends of Notting- 
ham, what the war-faction told ns upon 
this head, They told mm, that all was 
misery in France ; that the people were in 
ih^ last stage of wretchedness ; that they 
we«n become very poor in consequence 
of the taxes imposed by Napoleon ; that 
tjiere was no able men left to till the land ; 
that the people hated Napoleon, and only 
sought an opportunity to cast off his yoke ; 
that, in short, the country was become a 
wilderness* Strange transition! They 
now want war to' prfevent the people of 
England from migrating to that wilder- 
ness! They now want war to prevent us 
Trom seeking happiness in dimes of snch 
mWy ! They want war to prevent Eng- 
lishmen from ooi"f captivated with the 
effects of tyranny! 

From what Jmu been said, it is dear, I 
think, that fee alarms of the war-faction 
arise, in a jrjrcat degree, from the known 
cheapness of living in France compared 
with the price of living in England. It is 
aba, I think, clear, that the comparative 
Mfeh prices in England arise from oar' 
^eavy taxes* The way, then, for rational 
men to go to work to prevent furthej mi- 
gration, is, to inquire how our tttxtt mdjl 



be reduced^ in such a degree asr to bring 
English prices and French prices nearer ^ 
at any rate, to a level. And, if they were 
to enter upon this inquiry, they would 
soon discover, that so desirable an end i? 
not to be advanced by war. It is, in fact, 
by war that out prices have been raised to 
such a height as to induce people to mi- 
grate: and, yet, strange infatuation I they 
would cure the evil by more uarl 

For twenty-two years previous to the 
late wars against France, the average price 
of the quartern loaf in Euglend was Jive* 
pence. During the twenty-two years from 
the commencement of that war to this, time, 
the average price of the quartern loaf in 
England has been a little move thmneleven* 
pence. This has been occasioned by the 
augmentation of the taxes. The whole of 
the taxes, upon an average of years, for 
twenty-two years before, those wars, a- 
meunted to less than twenty millions a 
year. Since those wars began, they have, 
upon an average, amounted to. more than 
forty millions a year. Thus, you see, that 
high prices arise from taxation, that taxa- 
tion ariaes out of war ; and, yet, in order 
to present us from migrating to Franco in> 
search of Ipw prices, this faction would 
have more war, whereby more taxes will 
be imposed and still higher prices occa* 
siooed. 

But, not only has war made high prices 
up to this timei it will continue to make 
prices high in England Jbr ages to come ; 
because, besides the taxes which have 
been, raised and expended on account of 
war, there have been loans made to the 
amount of 000 millions, the bare interest 
of which docs, I believe, exceed the whole 
amount of all the taxes collected in France, 
upou almost three times the number of 
]>eople. Iu short, such has been the ef- 
fect of the late wars with us, that our 
peace taxes were to; have been sixty mil* 
lion* a Jfear, whereas out peace taxes^ be- 
fore f he war against France, were sixteen, 
millions a. year. Aud yet this, faction 
would make us believe, that, to render at 
nappy and safe at home, it is necessary to 
havo more war! 

. If, unhappily x we are now to begin war 
again, the taxes must be not only as great, 
hot much greater, than they have been be* 
fore ; because, though the expenditure 
should not begreater on account of the war, 
loans must still be made, and taxes must be 
raised to pay the interest of them. The. 
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leans wilt go on augmenting the debt, and 
the interest of the debt must continue to 
be paid after the war is over, let who 
will live to see that day. Of coarse, 
prices will still keep, on nn average, rising ; 
the difference between prices in England 
and in France will be greater than it is 
now; people will be still more disposed to 
migrate than at present; and, thus will 
war have augmented the evil instead of re- 
moving it. 

The war-faction make quite sitre of sue- 
cess against Napoleon. They do not al- 
low him above three months to exist. 
They say he was brought back by the army; 
that the army were so attached to him 
that they never could end are the good 
king Louis; that the army bore down 
twenty-live, or thirty, millions of good 
Frenchmen ; that the whole nation was 
nothing, and the army every thing. 
Yet, in the next breath, they say that he 
tas no army ; that the army, what there 
is of it, is good for little, and that the 
troops, so far from liking him, are daily 
deserting to the good king at Ghent. 
Strange fellows this army, or no army, 
ipust be composed of! Not a soul of them 
would lift a hand for the good ting while 
be was io France ; but, he hating run 
away oujt of France, they desert from Na- 
poleon to join the king ! 
. On the other hand, the war-faction re- 
present the High Allies as being wondrous 
strong. They have 800,000 men march- 
tag towards the Rhine* They have an 
abundance of cannon, horses, provisions, 
$c They are, too, so beloved by all 
(heir people. All the people in Belgium, 
in Holland, in the new kingdom of Han- 
over, in Prussia, Saxony, Germany, Aus- 
tria, Italy, Sicily, and Spain are so fond, 
eo exceedingly fond, of their good Sove- , 
reigns, and detest Napoleon so muck, that, 
t)ie contest cannot l>e either doubtful, or 
long* Now, Sf this be so, why are they 
mfraidot Napoleon or his French people ? 
Why need they be alarmed ? If all their 
people are so free and so happy and so 
fond of their Sovereigns, and such haters 
of Napoleon and of the French, why not 
leave Napoleon and the French to this, 
hatred? Why not leave them to their 
misery ? And, why are we te be involved 
ip a new war for the purpose of putting 
down a second time a man whom no £eo* 
pie in the world care a straw about ? 

ftowpver, the (act is, I believe, not what 



the war-faction tejls us, in this respect 
Their own contradictions and alarms prove 
very clearly, that they think the French 
nation and their chief formidable. . The 
same faction vowed eternal war against 
Mr. M aduon, whose name they now never 
mention.: There is no doubt thajt they 
were, in this latter ca«e, reduced to reason 
by the battles on the Lakes, on the Ocean, 
and on theland of America, ft was the 
sword,, which brought them to their sense?; 
and, is there not reason to believe, that 
Such will be the case again ? Let ys first 
hear of one or two great battles, and then 
we shall be able to judge of the relative 
means of the opposing parties. 

And, if the war-faction should be dis- 
appointed; if war should carry the French 
arms again into Holland and to Vienna; 
if this coalition, too, should be dissolved, 
and England again left to make war or 
peace single-handed ; if this should be the 
case, what will then be our situation ? If 
migration be an evil now, what would it 
be at the end of such a war, which would 
have added another hundred million or 
two to the national debt, and, in propor- 
tion, to our permanent taxes? If we can- 
not live hi peace with France new; if her 
abundance and her political example are 
now objects of terror to the war-faction, 
what will they be then ? 

It is a curious thing to observe, that, 
while, .at this ti«e, all the ports of France 
are open te England, and while the mail 
comes more frequently than ever from* 
that country, there is no mail permitted to; 
go from England to France* Napoleon' 
seems not to wish to disguise any tjuug. 
He has no law, no regulation, to ppsvent 
us from seeing what he is abojItT Any 
one may write to us a foil account of his 
proceedings. He aims at no secrecy. He 
suffers any one to go, or come. This ar- 
gues any thing but fear. Ten thousand 
assassins may enter France, if they can 
be fonnd. This does not seem as if he 
were in any terror. And yet, there are 
persons constantly endeavouring toper* 
suadeus, that he fives amidst the most, 
dreadful alarms. 

It is with a view of guarding you, my 
friends of Nottingham* against the false- 
hoods and misrepresentations of the war* 
faction that I have offered to you these 
remarks. Neither you nor I can prevent 
war, if It be to take place ; but it is in our 
power te reject falsehood, to think rightly 
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upon this important subject, to endeavour 
to enlighten others whom we see in error, 
and thus to deserve no part of that reproach 
which will justly fall upon those who 
shall hare been instrumental in the utter 
fom of our country. 

You will please to observe, that I am 
very far from thinking, that we can live i n 
peace with France, unless we change our 
system* With taxes to the amount of 
Sixty millions a year, while France is in 
her present state, we never can live in 
peace with her and retain our greatness. 
People, who are able to remove, never 
will long continue to walk on foot on this 
side of the water, if they can ride in 
coaches on the other. Where the rich 
are, Oh it her will go those arts which the 
rich support. I am well aware of all this 5 
but, it is not by war that I would endea- 
vour to keep Englishmen at home. By 
peace, by economy, by reducing the mili- 
tary establishment, by conciliatory laws, 
and especially by a constitutional Reform 
in the Commons' House of Parliament, I 
would make Englishmen feel; I would 
not tell them, but J would make them/tfe/, 
that there- was nothing for them to envy, 
or to seek after, in France, in America, 
or in any other country upon earth. 
, With that respect to which your good 
sense and public spirit entitle you from 
all your countrymen, 

I remain your friend, 

Wm. Cobbett. 
BqHey, fifty *,181& 

■pi ■* * ' ' ' ■ ' 

^ War against France. 

Mifc £obb£tt, — You have already, and 
most ably^ jhewn, that there exists, at this 
period, a Striking similarity between the 
invasion of France in 1792, and that which 
is again threatened in 1815. — In nothing 
is the resemblance more obvious than in 
the pacific and moderate language now 
used by Napoleon, and that employed by 
the National Assembly when it met to de- 
termine this great question, whether the 
Tight of making war and peace belonged to 
the king or to the nation ? Ilaving decided 
In favour of the exclusive right of the peo- 
ple, they decree^, " tha| ^the French na- 
" tion formally disclaims all wars from 
f motives of ambition, or views of con- 
" quest; and engages never to employ 
f i her forces ^gainst the Ifyerty of any other 

conduct of 




Austria first compelled France to unsheath 
the sword, the same Assembly declared, 
" that the French people, faithful to the 
" principles of its constitution, which for- 
" bid it every kind of conquest, and from 
" arming against the liberty of any people, 
" is now arming only for its own freedom, 
"Us independence, and its sovercign- 
« ty."— It is true, these principles were 
afterwards departed from ; but this was 
not the spontaneous act of the French go« 
vernment. It was not with them a matter 
of choice when, they proclaimed " peace 
" to the cottage and war to the palace." 
We must look to the Duke of Brunswick's 
Manifesto for the cause of this. — Here bin 
deed we shall find enough to. palliate, if 
not to justify, all the subsequent hostile 
proceedings, of France against her external 
enemies, and all the dreadful convulsion) 
with which she was so long agitated intern 
nally.— " The inhabitants of cities, towns, 
" or villages, who shaU dare to de/enf 
" themselves against the troops 01 their 
" Imperial and Royal Majesties, and fire 
" upon them either in the open country, 
" ox from the windows, doors, or other 
" openings of their houses, shall be pu» 
? nishedbn the spot rtith all the' rigour of 
" martial law, and their houses shall be 
"pullet down or burnt."—" The city of 
" Paris and all its inhabitants without dis- 
" tinction shall be bound without the 
" smallest delay, to submit to the kiog, to 
" set him at full and perfect liberty, and 
" secure to him, as also to all the royal 
" persons of his family, the inviolability 
" and respect which, according to the 
" laws of nature and of nations, are due 
" from subjects to their sovereigns ; their 
" Imperial and Royal Majesties declaring, 
<' that all the members of the National As- 
" seinbly, of the departments, districts, 
" municipalities, national guards, justices 
" of the peace, and all other persons what* 
" Weceir, shall be answerable with their 
" lives and fortunes for all events ; tried 
" by martial lata, and punished without 
"hopes of pardon 1 their said Majesties 
" further declaring, upon the faith and 
" word of an emperor and of a king^ 
«< That if the palace of the Thuilleries 
"shall be forced or insulted, if the least 
" violence, the least outrage shall be of- 
" fered to their Majesties the King and 
" Queen, or the Royal Family ; if provi- 
" sion shall not be made immediately for 
" their safety, their preservation; and the^r 
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V liberty, they will take a signal and me- 
" morable vengeance, by delivering up the 
** city of Paris to military execution and 
" complete subversion : and the revolters, 
* 4 who shall have given occasion for such 
" vengeance, to the just punishment of 
u their crimes.' " Such are the 7th and 
8th articles of that humane Manifesto, 
which served as a signal to rouse, and to 
render furious the minds of almost the 
whole population of France, and which, 
instead of tending to preserve the life of 
the unfortunate monarch, hastened his 
conveyance to the scaffold. The Times 
Jiewspaper asserts, that " it is not histori- 
* 4 cally true that the Duke of Brunswick's 
" Manifesto occasioned the failure of the 
" first invasion of France." — Critically 
speaking, it may be that the mere publica- 
tion of this document had not that effect ; 
but it is also true that the measures pur- 
sued by the Allies, which were exactly in 
the spirit of the Manifesto, were the cause 
of tljeir armies being driven from the soil 
"of France, and of the war being after- 
wards carried into the bosom of their own 
"territory. The object of the Times writer 
was to make it be believed, that the De- 
claration of the Allies against Napoleon, 
would not occasion any new disaster, in 
case they should again enter France. The 
disgraceful termination oi the campaign 
which followed the Duke of Brunswick's 
Manifesto, Is sufficiently conclusive as to 
its effects ; and although the new fulmina- 
tion against the " rebel and his adherents," 
is not so bloody in its aspect, though 
equally sanguinary, its consequences must 
be, indeed already have been, to unite 
all the energies of the French nation in 
support of Napoleon. — " It is not justice 
& (says the Gazette de France), which 
u arms the Sovereigns of Europe, but pas- 
* sjon and anger. Let them beware : all 
"the coalitions directed against France 
" for twenty years were unsuccessful, 
" whilst t\iey presented only a confedera- 
u tjon of Princes, and not a league of na- 
" tlens, and whilst France remained con- 
" centrated in herself, and was united by 
u a national will. Let them not then re- 
« vive.in France the frenzy of 1793. The 
t' same violation of her territory, the least 
" insult to the moral character of the na- 
' u tlon, would produce the same enthu- 
" statm, the same exasperation, and the 
** same vengeance. Soon all the provinces, 
f which, during twenty years, Were suited 



" to France, would again become French, 
66 and the triumphant eagles would again 
" carry beyond the Rhine, the Alps, and 
" the Pyrenees, the independence and the 
" emancipation of nations. But if the 
" nation is respected, if her rights are not 
" contemned, all her energy will subside 
" into the only wish which she forms — 
C( that of a free Cpustitution. Then all 
" France may proudly repeat what Pliny 
c< said to Trajan, ' If we have a Prince, vt 
u is to preserve us from having a master. 9 " 
It is much to be regretted, that there are 
so few who are capable of justly appreci- 
ating the causes of the war of if 93, or of 
that with which we are now threatened* 
The ignorance generally prevailing on this 
subject, seems to arise from the implicit re- 
liance that is placed in the statements of 
our newspaper press, the sole object of 
which is to obscure truth, to paralyze the 
mind, and to excite the ferocious passions 
of cannibals, who delight in war because 
it satiates their thirst for human blood.— 
How few are there, of the present day, 
that have any recollection of that u en- 
thusiasm" which animated Frenchmen, 
when the soil of France was first invaded ; 
how comparatively few are to be found, 
that are any way acquainted with those 
individual traits of valour and attachment 
to liberty, which a former violation of hex 
territory called forth amongst that brava 
and gallant people.. France was then 
fighting for freedom, for independence, anfL 
for sovereignty. She is now arming in thje 
same sacred cause. It was the efforts cjf 
her citizens that then insured her the vic- 
tory. Why may not similar efforts again 
crown her with new triumphs P-^-The sa- 
tellites of corruption tell us, that Napoleon 
has no regular army, and that he is desti- 
tute of every thing necessary to fit one 
out. Be it so. It was not by regular 
armies that France vanquished her ene- 
mies in 1793 ; it was not by Swiss guards, 
nor by mercenary troops, that she carried 
terror into the ranks of her invaders. It 
was the energies of an undisciplined, an 
almost unarmed population, animated by 
the enthusiasm of liberty, indignant at the 
haughty threat of punishing the defenders 
of their country, and resolved to revenge 
the insults offered to the national honour, 
that delivered France from the terrible 
state of degradation with which she was 
then threatened. A departure from first 
principles, subsequently placed her, in 
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some measure, . at the mercy of her inva- 
'ders ; but although she was believed to be 
overcome, the spirit of independence was 
not subdued. It was only in appear- 
ance she yielded for a moment, that 
she might derive new life, new vigour, to 
resist her assailants. Of what consequence 
is it, then, whether France has regular ar- 
mies or not ; whether her forces are train- 
ed to battle ; whether they wear red coats, 
yellow ppats, or green? The whole popu- 
lation are resolved, like the America us 
in the late war, " to defcnd t thcir country, 
<* or to perish in the contest" The spirit 
which enabled these patriots to combat so 
successfully for liberty, and to triumph 
over those who threatened their indepen- 
dence, now animates all Frenchmen. Nor 
lias Napoleon neglected to take advantage 
. of this noble feeling, to which he has given 
a direction similar to that which, even in 
this country, is said to have, at one period, 
*banled his designs against us, and to have 
saved us from a foreign domination. In- 
* dependent of the National Guards, esti- 
mated at two millidns of men, corps of 
'volunteers are' every where forming in 
France, who are not, as with us, to wear 
"gaudy uniforms, 1 and, in all cases, are to 
serve without pay. If this species of tnili- 
tary defence was regarded of sUch vast 
importance here; if to ttje Volunteers of 
Great Britain we are now indebted for the 
possession of our invaluable Constitution, 
of the whole of that " Social System," 
those ancient, those sacred, those venera- 
Jite institutions, in which our fathers so 
much delighted, and Which they took so 
'much pains to hand down unimpaired to 
us. If to these ardent and patriotic sup- 
porters of church aud rftate ue owe so 
many blessings, is it not reasonable to ex- 
pect that France will feel equal benefit 
from the exertions of her volunteers? If 
we confided our all to them ; if it be true 
that our embodying this description of 
force obliged the enemy to abandon his 
(ntention of invading this country, why 
should ' not the Volunteers of France ap- 
pear equally terrible to her invaders?— 
SV'hy should not Napoleon have as much 
reliance upon them as our Government 
had upon our volunteers? And whpre 
is the prospect of the Allies being able to 
subdue France with, such an armed force 
to oppose them, when it was so confidently 
believed that a similar force rendered 
Great Britain j even single handed, invul- 



nerable to all attacks that could be mad> 
against her ?— I admit that the Volunteers 
of France will hare no dominant church, 
no overgrown nobility, to fight for, be- 
cause every religion in that country is 
alike protected, and because the division 
of property is more equalized than before 
the Revolution, But they will have much 
more powerful stimulants. They will have 
equality" of rights to contend for; they 
will have that admirable code of laws 
which Napoleon consolidated, those be- 
nevolent institutions which he established*, 
those unrivalled specimens of the fine arts 
which he collected, those extensive na- 
tional improvements which he created and 
patronized. All this, and the integrity of 
that delightful country which produces so 
many comforts for the use of man, the 
Volunteers of France will have to protect, 
to defend, and to sqecour in the hour of 
danger. They will also have to guarfl 
against the return of that system which 
formerly rendered existence almost intu- 
it rable in prance^ and tended only to in- 
crease the luxuries of an insolent nobility, 
and to augment the power of a contempti- 
ble race of monarch*. But above all, 
these brave defenders of their country will 
have to protect it against the encroach- 
ments of the priesthood, who, more than 
any other set of men, have desolated 
France, and subjected the sovereign ajs 
well as the people to the most degrading 
and abject slavery. These are objects 
worthy the attention of every people. 
Without these, life is not worth having. 
To defend them to the last extremity, is 
what constitutes real patriotism; and when 
a nation is once convinced, as it appears to 
me the French nation now is, that the war 
threatened agajnsf her is for the purpose 
of depriving her of so many advantages, it 
can scarcely be a matter of doubt that she 
will ultimately triumph over all her ene- 
mies. — But if this conclusion is fairly 
drawn on the supposition that France has 
no fcgulitr army, and must rely upon her 
Volunteers and her National Guards, how 
much greater must the probability of her 
success be, when j{ is recollected that Na.- 
polcon has at this very moment under his 
command, an army of veteran soldiers, 
amounting to little short of 500,000 men, 
and that they are known to be well equip- 
ped, and amply supplied with every neces- 
sary for carrying on active operations, 
Supposing it true, that the Allies will fee 
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able to bring forward doable this number ; 
supposing that so large a body of Russians, 
Austrians, Prussians, Saxons, Bavarians, 
Belgians, English, Swedes, Danes, and the 
Lord knows what ; supposing that so he- 
terogeneous a mass could be brought into 
the field, to co-operate cordially with each 
other ; that a. general could be found ca- 
pable of giving so. vast an accumulation of 
discordant materials a proper direction; 
that he was in no risk of being counter- 
acted in his schemes by the jealousy of 
other generals, of equal rank and talents, 
over whom he might be placed. Supposing 
all this likely to happen, we find that Na- 
poleon is sufficiently prepared for it. — " If 
<c the enemies of France," says he, " bring 
" 600,000 men against her, she will meet 
" them with two millions." — Laying out 
of view, therefore, the probability that 
Belgium, that Italy, that Swisserland, that 
Saxony, that Poland, and that Denmark, 
are friendly to France, and may be prepa- 
ring to assist her. Making no account of 
this, or of the military operations, already 
begun, of Murat king of Naples, France 
has, in my opinion, the means within her- 
self*? maintaining her independence ; and 
directed, as these means will be, by the 
only man in the world possessing talents 
for so great an exertion, France must Ul- 
timately triumph. — Yours, &c* 
May% 1815. Aristides. 



The Emfbrob Nafoleom. 
Mr. Cobbett, — I was in France 'last 
summer nearly ten weeks, and as far as 
my observations extended, I can bear tes- 
timony to the truth, of Mr. Birkbeck's 
statements respecting the condition of her 
peasantry and the cultiration of her soil. 
It is, therefore, with much pleasure I find 
this interesting publication is now in its 
third edition, and that you hare enriched 
your Register by such copious extracts 
from it. < Mr. A. Young's account of the 
state of France under Louis the 16th, and 
Air. B's book, ought to be read by every 
person in Great Britain, since a want of suf- 
ficient information, on this subject, coupled 
with the ceaseless attempts of aly ing press to 
blacken the character of Napoleon, have 
the unfortunate effect of reconciling the 
people to a renewal of the war against 
that celebrated character. It is impossible 
that Napoleon should not be popular with 
$e present race of Frenchmen, for a 



thousand reasons which might be given. 
He was the upholder of those laws to which 
they looked for security and happiness 
in the undisturbed enjoyment of those 
advantages which the Revolution nadgiren 
them. The majority were strangers to 
the Bourbons, and had grown up with 
Napoleon, whose brilliant exploits against 
the enemies of France reflecting its lustre 
on his subjects, completely identified this 
susceptible people with their Emperor, 
whose successes and misfortunes they felt 
to be their own. But to shew why Bo- 
naparte is popular in France would be only 
to repeat, what you, Sir, so clearly proved 
must be the case, in your letter addressed 
to Louis the 18th. Every where, and 
among all classes, I found admirers of Na- 
poleon. At Paris, I was told by a Mer- 
chant, at whose bouse I visited, (an asser- 
tion which was confirmed by many of his 
guests,) that an immense number of young 
men in that city applied for arms to defend 
it against the Allies, but that none could 
be obtained. Their number was stated at 
100,000. In several companies, where I 
afterwards mentioned this circumstance 9 
the answers were, "Oui, Monsieur, e'est 
"bien vrai." At Fontainbleau, their exiled 
Emperor was the subject of the most un- 
qualified panegyric. " Ah, Monsieur! e'est 
"un grand Homme. La France est bien 
" malheureuse de l'avoir perdu," was 
the universal answer to any questions 
concerning him. At a Table d*Hote in 
that town, I frequently met an elderly 
Captain wjio had made the campaign of 
Russia with Napoleon ; he had narrowly 
escaped with life, and was covered with 
wounds. The enthusiasm of this veteran 
soldier for his master, it is impossible to do 
justice to; but as his popularity with the 
military has been never called in question, 
it is needless to retail the words of the 
Captain. — Why should we not make peace 
with Bonaparte ?— But he is a violator of 
treaties, and no confidence can be safely 
reposed in him. This only appears 
clear to those who have never read the 
French side of the question. How does 
it appear that he broke the peace of Amiens, 
which we concluded with him ? Was it 
not the refusal of the English to give up 
Malta, after that Island had been conceded 
to France, which occasioned the renewal 
of the war? — Aided by English money, 
were not the continental powers continu- 
ally leaguing against their conqueror, and 
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breaking the treaties they had sworn to 
preserve with France ? To wage war 
against prospective ambition is proclaim- 
ing interminable hostilities. All Sove- 
reigns are more or less ambitious, and cir- 
cumstances will ever occur to bring this 
passion into action. — Bonaparte is not of 
Toyal origin, and it appears that adversity 
has taught him moderation. His enemies, 
on the contrary, have profited nothing 
from their former reverses ; they have com- 
pletely disappointed the raised expectations 
of Europe ; and viewed as the promoters 
of assassination, have forfeited all claims 
on the respect of their people. Let us, how- 
ever, by all means dictate to the French 
nation and appoint them a ruler, but at 
tlje same time let us be prepared for a na- 
tional Bankruptcy as the reward of our 
interference. Yours, &c. 

W. R. II. 



The Cats in Council. 
Mr. Cobbett, — It happened once upon 
a time, that there lived in the French 
country, a great Rat, which soon became 
the terror of almost all the world, -Where- 
upon all the Tom Cats of Europe met 
together in grand council, and resolved, 
to spend their last drop of blood in a war 
against the great Rat of France. It so 
fell out, however, that the great Rat was 
too powerfulfor the Allied Powers, during 
several years, till at length the great Rat 
himself, having been burnt out of his hole 
in the city of Moscow, was conquered in 
his turn, and condemned to become an 
exile in the Island of Elba. The Iligh 
Allied Cats now mewed most gloriously, 
and resolved once again to assemble, in 
order,/or the last timej tp settle the affairs 
of Europe, and to restore liberty and 
happiness to a long-afflicted world. All 
the Mice in Europe were to be divided 
into exact numbers, and the extent of ter- 
ritories was to be marked out by pencil 
and compasses. The like to this never 
before entered into the imagination even 
of man ! So much wisdom and justice were 
never before exhibited I One would have 
thought it was an assembly of Gods ! 
Each of their High Mightinesses moved 
forth in a most pathetic manner, how much 
he had at heart whatever tended to the 
public weal! But, alas! how soon the 
glory of this world fadeth away ! Sad U> 
/elate, when all things were nearly brought 



to a most happy conclusion, and when 
the great balance of Eutope was about to 
be adjusted to the nicety of a hair; behold 
out crept the great Rat from his rock in 
the ocean, and twirling his tail about, it 
unluckily struck against one of the even- 
poized scales of the great balance that 
hung over Europe ; which scale then 
kicked the beam, and in a moment over*, 
turned the beautiful " order of things so 
" happily established for the tranquillity of 
" nations." And now, how shall I ven- 
ture to describe the astonishment of the 
august assembly ! It requires a master's 
hand, and the poet's fire. Each illustrious 
member of the grand council, with light- 
ning in his eyes, reared up his angry tail 
in the affrighted air, and swore by all the 
gods at once, that he would never pare his 
claws, nor ever shear his whiskers, un- 
til the best blood of the great Rat had 
copiously flowed, and he was forever " in- 
" capacitated from doing further mis- 
" chief.' 9 Ever since this memorable 
event, loud cries, and tremendous cat- 
calls, have been heard from the cold re- 
gions of the Nofth to the warm shores of 
the Mediterranean. What will be the re- 
sult, let no one presume to imagine. It 
is sufficient for my ambition that I have 
lived to be the simple Historian of these 
extraordinary facts. — Yours, 4c. 

A Mouse. 
Mty 1,1815. 



Cats, Rats, and other Vermin e. 

Ma. Cobbett,— As you are sometimes 
very minute in your observations, you will 
not (I hope) be offended with me for the 
remark I have to make on the debate of 
Monday., An Honourable Member is re-i 
ported to have broken out into a very se- 
vere censure upon the charge for cats 
in the, Navy estimates, deeming it "jnorv- 
"stroiis extravagance." — Now if a. man 
out of the Honourable House may be 
allowed to pass his opinion upon this 
article, I for one, do not think it % 
monstrous charge by any means; very 
much the contrary, for I know that 
the rats are very plenty in some of the 
Dock-yards. I hope no one will be of- 
fended with me for saying ao > because it is 
the truth ; and if two guineas* worth of 
Cats will be a means of clearing them, I 
am surethe public need not grumble at the 
expense. Bu the Honourable Secretary 
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of the Admiralty is reported to have ex- 
plained the matter very intelligibly, so as 
to shut out all further difficulty upon it : 
be informed us that the Cats were in one 
yard, the Rats in another .—Your papers, 
Sir, are so full of importance, that I am 
thankful to you for the least possible space 
to promulgate ray opinions ; but I hope 
you will indulge me with one other remark. 
— I observe you frequently calling the war- 
faction prints, especially the Times, to ac- 
count for their most immoderate abuse of 
the present Ruler of France as they style 
him, and I must allow that their abuse is 
most low, disgusting, and disgraceful to 
the country by which they are permitted, 
or perhaps prompted, to deal it out. You 
call them the miscreant hirelings of the 
press. — Now, whether they are really so 
or not, I do not take upon me to say ; but 
this I am sure of, that if they were hired 
by the Emperor himself, they could not 
take more effectual means to unite and sup 
port his influence over the whole people of 
France ; and the strong hold these hire- 
lings have given Itfm, is to him worth any 
premium he could bestow upon them. — 
ff the war, which they *o strenuously call 
for, should take place, they have fortified 
him, beyond all other possible means, to 
withstand it. From what motives they 
do all this, I shall not inquire, but I am 
positive as to the effect. — Yours truly, 
May 1, 1815. Philo. 

pDE TO LOUIS. 

" Tit done ! bat yesterday a King f 
To-day, from power burl*d ; — 
- For He — that *' abject, nameless thing, 9 * 
His standard has uaftirl'd. 
Throagh GaHJafe land, triumphant mot'd, 
By GarnV* warlike sons belov'd ; 

And to th' astonish'd world, 
Had this Important troth made known, 
Honght bat the People's love, secures a Monarch's 
throne. 

And seek'st thoa, Louts, to regain 

By force, thy fallen power; 
Cooldat thee, by foreign arms , maintain 

The throne secote, an hoar ? 
Hadst thoti on Freedom's friends relied, 
The storm thou might's^ have then defied, 

In safety, seen it lower ; 

t- — •-' : \r : r 



* Tide Lord Byron's Od> to Napoleon. 



That glory now, thoti hast resign 'd, 
Deaf to thy People's voice, to sad experience, 
blind. 

Conld not thy hapless Brother's fate 

Instruct thee, make thee wife ; 
Didst thou believe their humbled state 

Had closed the People's eyes ; 
That they would, tamely, bear the yoke 
Their Fathers bad so nobly broke. 

And Liberty despise ? 
If to sneb weakness thou didst trust, 
The world, thyself, must own, thy punishment U 
just. 

Hadst thou but kept thy plighted word, 
To France but Freedom given ; 

Napoleon ne'er bad been preferr*d, 
His cause had never thriven : 

An Exile now in Peace remain; 

Nor seek the dang'rous height again, 
Doom'd, by the will of Heav'u, 

Thy kingly honours to resign. 
No more to be possessed by thy degen'rate line. 

Buckinghamdtire. VOX POPULL 

Petition of the Livery of London. 

The petition of this numerous arid re- 
spectable body against the threatened war 
with France, was read at length in the 
House of Commons on the night of its re- 
jection ; but I do not find that it has been 
published in any of our newspapers. I 
observe that the Courier did not even 
publish the resolutions passed at the Com- 
mon Hall, though all the other hireling 
papers did. Is this to be held a proof of 
the superiority of our liberty of the press 
over that of France, of which the Courier 
is constantly vaunting? Is it in suppress- 
ing.the reasons against the war, and in 
publishing those for the war, that this 
boasted liberty consists ? The Editor of 
the Moniteur has given notice, that he 
will publish every declaration of foreign 
powers, however hostile to France, or to 
the Emperor, whenever they please to 
transmit them. This looks something like 
liberty of the press : but with our base 
and corrupted newspapers, nothing must 
be admitted into their columns that savours 
in the least of censure of public measures ; 
while a place is always readily given to 
every thing, no matter'how false and con- 
temptible, that may any way detract from 
the character of tUe people and govem- 
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inent of France. Whenever an exception 
from this rule occurs, it is interest alone 
that causes the insertion. The suppression 
of the Petition of the Livery of London, is 
not, however, in the present case, so much 
to be regretted, because in the resolutions 
of th« Common Hall we hare essentially 
the substance of what it may be supposed 
to have been. These resolutions I have 
given below ; with a report of the speeches, 
which I have taken from the Morning 
Herald'; not because I consider this the 
test report that might have been given ; 
but because it is the fullest of any that has 
appeared. I have likewise subjoined a 
list of the minorities in the House of Com- 
mons who rated for receiving the Petition, 
and also in support of Mr* Whitbread's 
motion for peace with Napoleon, Of all 
the critical periods during the two and 
twenty years' struggle with France, none 
of them was so pregnant with consequences 
so favourable, or so prejudicial, to the 
cause of general freedom, as the period in 
which we now * live. It ts of the utmost 
consequence,, therefore, that those who 
have hitherto borne the weight of carrying 
oir the war, and most again bear the burden 
of the. new contest, stjould not only have 
their eyes opened to the true state of mat- 
ters, but that they should be acquainted 
with the names of those Members of Par- 
liament, who have endeavoured to stem 
the torreut which threatens to overwhelm 
Europe. 

[ The Common Hall was held on Thurs- 
day the 27th ult. The LcjrJilft/iyor, after 
the requisition had been read, addressed 
the Livery, and intimated, that as far as 
his authority would go, he should endea- 
vour to procure each speaker silence and 
orderly attention. Air. Waithman then 
stood forward, and said, he had never ap- 
peared before the Livery on a more impor- 
tant subject than that he had to propose 
to them. He did not appear for the pur- 
pose of discussing any particular form of 
government, or the rights of individuals, 
but it was to recognize the great basis of 
tjie Constitution. Twenty years ago, he 
said, he addressed them on the same ques- 
tion, namely, on the principle of engaging 
in war without just cause of war. What- 
ever might be said in other quarters, he 
could venture to say, the citizens of Lon- 
don did not see the cause of war. The 
principle he should endeavour to inculcate 



was, that all interference with the domes- 
tic affairs .of any other country ought to 
be disclaimed, because it was on that prin- 
ciple the British Constitution, proceeding 
from the glorious revolution, was establish- 
ed. Mr. Waithman then adverted to the 
treaty of Vienna, and ei pressed his con- 
cern on finding the name of a British Mi- 
nister affixed to it — all interference with 
the. affairs of France could not be too 
much deprecated. When this country 
thought proper to drive King James from 
the throne, and to establish the present 
family, what would Englishmen have said 
had foreign nations interfered ? The pre* 
sent family was established by the revo- 
lution, and what foreigner dared interfere 
with our form of government. It was 
curious to see among the Powers signing 
the treaty, the Ministers of Austria, Spain, 
Portugal, Denmark, and Sweden. Some 
of these had not only restored the Inqui- 
sition, but had sanctioned the separation of 
Norway from Denmark, Genoa from its 
ancient constitution, and Saxony from its 
legitimate monarch. Such persons were 
unfit to reform other States ; they wanted 
; reformation at home* Mr. Waithman re- 
minded the Livery that they had petition- 
ed against the Property Tax and the Corn 
Bill ; and though their prayers had not 
been heard, it was most essential they 
should petition Parliament against the war. 
He condemned the conduct of the Allies 
in putting Bonaparte out of the pale of 
the law. They had no right, he said; to 
proscribe any individual ; such a power 
belonged only to the Supreme Being. 
[Here a most violent clamour ensued ; a 
great number of persons hissed anck in- 
terrupted Mr. Waithman, exclaiming — 
Off 9 off! No friends of Bonaparte! Seal 
The Lord Mayor then came forward, and 
silence being obtained, said the Livery 
woul$ recollect that he was sworn to pre- 
serve the peace and public tranquillity, 
and he was determined to maintain it. As 
the meeting had been called for a quiet 
discussion* of the subject, they would 
doubtless give the Speakers on both sides 
the question an equal chance of being 
heard. If they did not observe order he 
should be under the necessity of putting 
an and to the Common Hall. Mr. IVaSth- 
man then resumed his arguments against 
the war, and having condemned the re«. 
newal of the Property Tax, and all tba 
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war arrangements; concluded amidst load 
uproar and interruption, by mo ring the 
following resolutions, which embodied 
nearly the whole of kit speech. 

Resolved,— That this Common Hall, having re- 
cently witnessed the marked disregard shewn, to 
the Petitions from this city, and those of the na- 
tion at large, are the more strongly confirmed in 
the conviction of the corrupt state of the repre- 
sentation^ and the total want of sympathy in opi- 
nion and feeling between the House of Commons 
and the people. 

( That these considerations would, wider circum- 
stances of lest importance, have deterred its from 
the exercise of a right which appears to have been 
rendered nugatory; bnt hopeless as we fear it is 
again to address that Hon. House, yet, at a crisis 
so momentous— when a determination appears to 
have been so strongly manifested by the Ministers, 
of the Crown again to plunge this devoted conn- 
tay into the horrors of war— we feel it to be an 
imperious doty to onr country, ourselves, and 
posterity, to use every const itntional means to- 
wards averting from the nation the overwhelming 
Calamities with which it is menaced. 

That the Livery of London ha^e seen, with 
feelings of abhorrence, the Declarations and Tree* 
ties of the Allied Powers, and to which are af* 
filed the names of British Ministers, wherein are 
avowed and promulgated the monstrous and un- 
heard-of principles, that the breach of a Con- 
vention by a Sovereign u destroys the only legal 
* title on which bis existence depended— places 
a him without the pale of civil and social relations 
M -^-renders him liable to public vengeance"— and 
that, consequently, " there can be neither peace 
" nor truce with him ^—principles revolting to the 
feelings of civilised society— repugnant to the 
rights, liberties, and security of all States—and 
evincing a combination, or rather a conspiracy, 
which, if once sanctioned, would lead to conse- 
qucuces the most dreadful and alarming, and for 
which there is no parallel in the history of the 
world. 

\ That, recollecting the noble struggles which 
our ancestors have made for re-establishing and 
preserving their liberties— recollecting the fre- 
cjuent reformations .they have made in the Go. 
venmieot— that they have always maintained and 
exercised this right— and that the august family 
now upon the throne, derived the right to the 
Crown, not by hereditary claims but upon the le- 
gttimate foundation of all authority, the choice of 
tfc* people— and indignantly disclaiming, as our 
ancestors hare done, all right in Feitigu Powers 



to interfere m onr internal concerns, we cannot 
but consider any attempt to dictate to Fiance, or 
to any other country, the form or mode of its Go- 
vernment — the person who shall or shall not bo 
at the head of such Government, or in any way 
to interfere in its internal policy and regulations, 
aa highly impolitic, and manifestly unjust, and 
deprecate all attempts to involve this country ia> 
a war for such an object— a war against those 
principles, which this nation has ever maintained 
and acted upon. 

Torn by the miseries and calamities of the late 
devastating war; still tasting the bitter fruits of 
that protracted conflict; and no means having 
beau adopted to lessen onr national buriiiens, bw 
those necessary retrenchments in the national ex- 
penditure so earnestly and so repeatedly called 
for by the people ; but, on the contrary, an Act 
baa been passed, restricting the importation of 
corn, by which a tax is virtually imposed of seve- 
ral millions per annum upon food, and entailing 
upon us in times of peace one of the greatest evila 
produced by the war. Before, therefore, we are 
plunged into another war, and in support of such 
principle*, we migltt ask what has been gained by 
the immense sacrifices we have already made? 
and, contemplating the disastrous consequence* 
of a failure in this new contest, the people have a 
right to demand what advantages are proposed 
even in the event of its success, or at least to be 
satisfied that hostllitfes are unavoidable, and that 
every means of fair and honourable negotiation 
have been exerted, and had proved ineffectual. 

That to enter into such a contest in the present 
state of the country, with all onr national funds 
mortgaged to their utmost bearing, and that with- 
out an effort at negociation : or to refuse to con- 
clude a treaty with any power, under the pre- 
sumption that such treaty may, at some remote 
period, be broken* appears to us an aet of insa- 
nity—putting to haiard not only the property and 
happiness of families, bnt the very existence of 
the British Empire, and tending to exclude for 
ever from the world the blessings of peace. 

Were the impolicy of a new war npoa audi 
principles, and under such circumstances, at all 
doubtful, or were Government at all to be bene- 
fited by the result of experience, we need but re- 
eel to recollection the memorable Manifesto of 
the Duke of Brunswick at the commencement of 
the late contest— a Manifesto which bad the effect 
of arousing and uniting all the energies of the' 
French natiou, and gave that victorious impulse 
to her arms which endangered the liberties of 
Europe; we need but call to recollection, that 
during the progress of that war, notwithstanding 
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the immeme nacrificef of Britiih bleed, and 
ton w«*te of Britub treasure, lavished id subti- 
disitig Alliea to fight in their own canst, we have 
not unfreqoently neen those power*, who entered 
into the contest in alliance with this country, 
abandon that alliance, and joined in league with 
France, endeavouring to exclude us from the 
Continent of Earope. 

That, after all our sacrifices, and ail our exer- 
tions, in the common cause, we tailed to procure 
from one Sovereign that tribute to Hum anity— 
Hie Abolition of the Slate Trade ; and beheld an- 
other Monarch commence bis career by re-eata- 
Uiahiug the Imjpisition, persecuting the best pa* 
triots of the country, and even prohibiting the 
introduction of British manaractarea into his do- 
■Mens. 

That the Livery of London have ever been, 
and now are, ready to support the honour, the 
ehareoter, and the interest* of the British Empire, 
and to resist every act of aggression ; but, seeing 
att the consequences of the late war, looking at 
.the depressed state of the country, the burthens 
and privations of the people, the financial diffi- 
culties the uncertainty and haxards of war, seeing 
likewise that France baa disclaimed all intention 
of interfering in the concerns of other nations, 
that she has declared her determination to adhere 
to the Treaty of Paris that she has made pacific 
overtures to the different Allied Powers, has 
already abotfshew the Slave Trade, and given other 
indications of returning' to principles of equity and 
moderation; and holding, as we do, all wars to 
be unjust, unless the injury sustained is clearly 
defined, and redreaa by negotiation cannot be ob- 
tained ; and more particularly holding in abhor- 
rence all attempts to dictate to, or interfere with, 
other nations in their internal concerns, we can- 
not hot protest against the renewal of hostilities, 
as neither founded in justice nor necessity. 

That it is with feelings of indignation we per- 
ceive his Majesty's Ministers have proposed the 
renewal of that most galling, oppressive, and 
hateful Inqsasition, the Tan upon Income, an In- 
quisition which had, in eeiujeuweuce of the- uni- 
versal execration it excited, been recently and 
reluctantly abandoned, and which we had hoped 
could never have been again renewed, at least 
during the existence of that generation who re- 
membered Ha eppnessioas. 

That a Petition be presented td the House of 
Commons, praying tliem to interpose their au- 
thority to stop a weak, rash, and infatuated Ad- 
mmktiwtieu in their road and frightful career, 
and to adapt such measures as may heft pre- 
serve the peace *nd promote the prosperity of 
tuc natiou. 



Rewired—That the said Petition be fairly 
transcribed, and sigoee\ by the Eight Hon. tbt 
Lord Mayor, two Aldermen* and twelve Livery* 
men, and presented to IhO Honourable House of 
Commons, by the Representatives of this City in 
Parliament. 

Resolved Unanimously— That the thanks of 
this Meeting he given to the Aigbt Hon. the Lord 
Mayor, for Ids readiness in calling this Common 
Hall* and for fait strict impartiatrty to presiding 
over the debates of this day. 

RetolveeV-That the/ tfnmlcs of this Common 
Hall be given to Mr* Hobert Waithman and Mr; 
Samuel Pavel, for their teal and ability shewn 
upon all eccasteat conducive to the public wel« 
mre, and so conspicuously manifested this day, 

Mr. Favel condemned the Declaration 
of the Allies, the Property Tax, the Com 
Bill, and the policy on which the war 
was to be renewed. — Mr. Perring pro*, 
fessed himself unable to comprehend the 
nature of resolutions which seemed to him 
to wander far from the object in view ; the, 
language, however, of the requisition was, 
intelligible, and to that he would confine 
himself. If he understood the question, 
it was to decide whether the country, 
should or not, under the present circum* 
stances, enter on a war against the Go* 
vernment of France. He was not pro 
pared to afford any sanction to such a 
war. Although he cordially agreed with 
a Right lion. Gentleman, whom he consi-, 
dered not only the most eloquent, but one. 
of die soundest statesmen (Mr. Plunkett,) 
that we should be justified in such a war 
so far as the right went ; it by no means 
followed that it would be expedient to 
exercise such a right. He entertained 
great doubts of such expediency. He 
distrusted the elements of which the pro- 
posed alliance was composed : — let it not 
be imagined, that although it consisted of 
the same nations, that only twelve months 
since drove France within nearly her an* 
cient limits, it was therefore formed of the 
same materials ; he feared that the Con- 
gress at Vienna had effected a lamentable 
change in its composition (applause). 
The league against France had been irre- 
sistible, because the people felt the cause 
their own, and every heart beat in unison 
with the GoTernment. Would the people 
of this country feel that they httd now 
such an interest in the contest, as to in- 
duce them to submit with chearfulness to 
the sacrifices it would require ? That our 
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resources were ample to maintain any con- 
test in which our honour and real interests 
were felt to be at stake, he was well con- 
vinced (hud cheermg); but St was neces- 
sary that there should be an unanimity on 
the point, which did not appear to exist 
on the present subject. Mr. Perring con- 
sidered that there was but one safe course 
to pursue — which was to. be prepared : — 
for whatever other Gentlemen might 
think, he suspected Bonaparte, notwith- 
standing all his professions of moderation, 
and he should as soon expect the Ethio- 
pian to change his skin or the leopard his 
spots, as that Bonaparte would prove 
different from what the last twenty years 
had shewn him to be. He gave his assent 
to the proposed Resolutions so far as they 
went to present the country being preci- 
pitated into a war, of the poKcy of which 
he confessed himself doubtful.— Mr. Hunt, 
of ~Bri#tol, gave his decided support to the 
Resolutions, and contended with uncom- 
mon assurance, that there was no pretence 
for war. French messengers had proved 
that the intentions of France were peace- 
able ; they were ready to abide by the 
peace of Paris; although it was forced 
on them, they were willing to continue 
at peace on those terms. It was his 
opinion, if the war was renewed, that it 
would be a war of unjust aggression. It 
was a war to set the Bourbons. en the 
throne. Some years ago a crusade was 
undertaken by the Powers of Europe 
against the rights of man, and if the peo- 
ple went to war bow it would be for the 
same object. He denied that Louis the 
Eighteenth was the legitimate King of 
France. He was descended from Hugh 
Capet, who forfeited the throne j the peo- 
ple having decreed that the Bourbons 
should cease to reign, none of that House 
could be called legitimate heirs to the 
crown. The people had not only the 
right of 'dethroning kings, but of takingoff 
their heads* if they despised the laws. The 
people of Ettghmd not only took off the 
head of Charles the First, but drove the 
Stuarts from the throne. The Sovereigns 
of England had since held their govern- 
ment by law. They were legitimate sove- 
reigns, but if tfeey were to disobey the 
laws of the people they govern, and were 
deprived by the nation of their rights, they 
would cease to be legitimate. The people 
had the tok and automata right of electing 



rulers and laws by which they were to be 
governed. Louis XVIIL* was as much 
the legitimate heir to the Crown of Eng- 
land as France, being in some degree re-* 
lated to the Stuarts. He contended, amidst 
loud groans, hissing, and interruption,, 
which continued some time, that war was 
unjust and impolitic. — Mr. Thompson, an- 
other vehement orator, supported the Re- 
solutions, and eulogized his friend Mr. 
Waithman. — Mr. S. Dixon opposed the 
sentiments averse to war. The advocates 
of Bonaparte were so deluded by their 
idol, that they lost all recollection that he 
was a man who had never kept one engage- 
ment in his life. He was a man who had 
violated etety oath, every declaration ho 
had made. Would any man among them 
make a contract with a person who had 
broken his faith as Bonaparte had? He 
expressed a hope that the Livery of Lon- 
don would not disgrace themselves by 
agreeing to the resolutions, which woald 
prove a precious morsel for Bonaparte 
and his friends. He protested against the 
resolutions. A most violent clamour 
again rendered the appearance of the Chief 
Magistrate necessary. The Lord Mayor 
having again restored order, Mr. Dixen 
concluded by recommending the Livery 
to .oppose a proceeding established on 
theory and abstract reasoning. Jtfr. 
Flower (a printer) entered a long train of 
objections to the conduct of the Allied 
Sovereigns* The Emperor of Austria 
had been as much the enemy of his coun- 
try as Bonaparte, and by breaking his 
treaties, had shewn himself actuated by 
the same policy as his son-in-law. Hav- 
ing contended that the French bad the 
right of making their own rules and rulers, 
he gave his support to the resolutions. 
Mr. Waithman made a reply. The reso- 
lutions were then read and agreed to by 
a lajrge majority of hands. It was next 
agreed, that the resolutions should be em- 
bodied in a Petition to be presented to the 
House of Commons by the City Members. 
Mr. Waithman then moved the Thanks 
of the Meeting to the Lord Mayor, for 
his readiness in granting the Meeting, &c; 
and the same, being unanimously carried, 
the Lord Mayor returned thanks. Mr. 
Hunt then moved the Thanks of the Meet- 
ing to Mr. Waithman, for the able man- 
ner in which he had conducted the busi- 
ness of the day. Mr. Thompson seconded 
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the motion, w)iich was carried? and, after 
a speech in return from Mr. Waithman, 
the Common Hall was dissolved. The 
proceedings on this occasion (concludes 
the reporter) were of the most clamorous 
description, and Guildhall was not unlike 
a bear-garden* 



LIST OF THE MINORIT Y IN THE HOUSE 
OF COMMONS, 

FOR RECSnUNO THE CITY FlftlT.Otf. 



Abercrombie, Hon. J. 
Burden, Sir F. 
Byng,Gp 
Baring, H. 
Berkeley, H. 
Bennett, Hon. H, 
Baring, Sir T. 
Barham, J. P. 
Broadbnrst, J. 
Brand, Hon. T. 
Calvert, C. 
Cavendish, Ld. O. 
Cavendish Charles, 
Calcraf t, Jn. 
Drake, W. S. 
Fttsroy, Ld. Jn. 
Ferguson, Sir R. 
Leftvre, Shaw 
Unity, K. 

■vOTvCS, UtU 

Grant, P. 

Gordon, Wm. 
Guise, Sir William 
Gaseoigne, Geu. 
Gaskell,B. 
Hornby, Edward 
Horner, F. 
Hammersley, H. 
Hamilton, Ld. A. 
Jerveise, O. P. 



Kemp,-*- 
King, Sir J. D. 
Littleton, Hon. H. 
Lubbock, Jo. 
Martin, J. 
Hilton, Ld. 
Montgomery, Sir H. 
Newport, Sir J. 
Neville, Hon* — 
Nngeut, Ld. 
Osborne, Lord F. 
Preston, R. 
Ponsonby, Right 

Hon. G. 
Proby, Ld. 
Phillips, G. 
Protheroe, B. 
Rowley, Sir Win. 
Ridley. Sir M. W. 
Robinson, A. 
Smith, W. 
Smyth, J. H. 
Smith, R. 
Scndamore, R. 
Ticruey, Rt. Hon. G. 
Tavistock, Marqnis 
Wkitbread, S. 
Wortley, Sh. 
Weilealey,H. 
WiUrins, W. 



Tellers— Alderman Atkins and Sir William 
Curtis. 



LIST OF THE MINORITY 
on MR.wHiTnnaAD'g motion for peacb> 
Abercrombie, Ha. J. Langton, W. G. 

Althorpe, Lord Maddox, W. A. 

Atherley, Arthur Martin* J. 

Aubrey, Sir John Martin, H* 

Astell, William Moock, Sir C. 

Barnard, Viseount Moore, Peter 

Bewick, C. Mackintosh, Sir J. 

Birch, Joseph Montgomery, Sir H* 

Brand, Hon. Taos. Newport, Sir J. 

Byng, George Osborne, Lord F« 

Boiler, James Pierse, H. 

Bordett, Sir F. Phillips, G. 

Calvert, Charles Pigl "* Sir A, 

Cavendish, Ld. G. Prittte, Hon. F. A. 

Cavendish, Henry Plnmer, W. 

Cavendish, Charles Ponsonby, Right Ho. G. 

Chaloner, R. Pym, Francis 

Coke, Thomas Panllet, Honourable H. 
Campbell, Hoc* J. Vane 

Carew, R. S. Ramsden, S. C. 

Dundas, CUarles Romity, Sir S. 

Dnadas, Hon. L. Rowley. Sir Was. 

Dnnoannon, Visfc ScodamorerK. P. 

Pstgnson, Sir R. Smyth, J. H. 

Foley, Hon. A. Smith, W. 

Foley, Col. T. Smith, J. 

Gordon, R. Seabrigne, Sir J. 

Grant, J. ?. Tavistock* Maroait 

GoJse, Sir William Taylor, M. Angelo 

Horner, F. Tierney, Rt. Hon. G. 

Hahey, J. Wellealey, R. 

Hornby, Edward Western, C. C. 

Howortb, H. Wharton, John 

Latouche, R. Whitbread, 8. 

Iittleton, Hon. W. Wilkfne, Walter 

Leach, J. Winnington, Sir £. 

Lemon, Sir W. Webster, Sir G. 
Tillers.— Hoo. H. Bennett and Sir M. Ridley. 

paired op 

Frankland, T. Stanley, Lord 

Lefevre, C. Shaw Swann, Henry 
tyeviUe, Hon. R. 
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Letter VIL 

To the EARL of LIVERPOOL, 

On the part whieh America is likely to 
take in a War between England and 
France. 

My Lord, — From several parts of 
America I hare received thanks for my 
Letters to yoorXoVdsliip on the subject of 
tie American wafT TTie people in Ame- 
rica think, or, at least, many of them 
think, that those Letters had great weight 
in producing the peace of Ghent, than 
which yon and your colleagues nerer 
adopted any measure more wise nor in 
better time. Yet, you have nerer thanked 
■ie for my advice. You, to whom the 
peace was much more necessary than to 
Mr. Madison, hare nerer acknowledged 
your obligations to me. You hare ap- 
peared to be sulky with me, though I 
Caught you so exactly what to do, in order 
to avoid the great evils which were coming 
vpett you from all quarters. The conse- 
quences of the American war were fore- 
told By me nearly two yean before the 
war began. I told yon that you would 
have war, if you persevered in seizing 
»en on board of American ships on the 
high seas. You did persevere ; and you 
bad war. I told you that the Americans 
would beat you in fighting, if you con- 
tinued the war for two years. You con- 
tinued the war, and they did beat you. 
I told you, that you would nerer hare 
peace, if you demanded any concession 
from America. You insisted on great 
concessions on her part as a tine qua non 
of peace; and, after three months more, 
yom made peace by giving up every thing, 
mot excepting the sine qua non itself. In 
abort, you expended fifty millions of mo- 
ney, and lost, I dare say, thirty thousand 
neo, in accomplishing nothing, except 
treating a navy in America, causing her 
manufactures to flourish, and implanting 
in the hearts of Americans, fdr ages, a 
hatred of the English government. 

I remind you of these things, in order 
to bespeak youi Attention on the present 



subject. I shall hi 
again ; and shall n 
proving, in the end 
prophet. ' You appc 
a very fair way of at 
dred millions to ooi 
the guinea up to for 
twenty-eight shillir 
is now arrived. I 
and, if I do not sui 
rate, have these paj 
the mischief has ta 
few besides myself v 
they did all in their 

lam of opinion, 
now, as she was i 
match for the coalft 
I am further of opi 
war against her be 
will see America tak 
you carefully absts 

that can be construed into a violation pf 
neutral maritime rights. 

War, or peace, with America, will de- 
pend upon the opinions of the people in 
that country. The people there are really 
and troty represented fas the Oftgreta/ 
There are no vile sham elections in the 
United States. That which the people, 
wills will be done. The Americans are a 
sensible people ; they all read from a presdf 
which is really free; they discuss all poll* 
tical matters freely. They love peace; 
they would prefer peace; they would 
make some sacrifices to peace ; but they 
will never hesitate a moment in preferring 
war to slavery or dependence. 

Now, then, what is likely to be the view 
which the Americans will take of the pre- 
sent scene in Europe? And what are like- 
ly to be their feelings with regard to what 
is. passing in this quarter of the world? It 
is very easy for eur corrupt press to per* 
suade the alarmed and selfish part of Eng- 
land that it is necessary to plunge the 
country into war, in order to root out the 
present government of France. But, it 
will not be so easy for any body to per- 
suade the American people that such an 
undertaking is just. They will see the mat- 
ter in its true liftht. They will see that 
T 
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if the, aliedged traitors took shelter in 
GKbrattar, they were given up to flieir 
knnters, and that when complaint of thi» 
was made in our parliament, the reply 
was, that " we had no right to interfere 
mthe domestic affcriri of Spain?*' The 
A meri c an! wW ask, why this principle ie 
not applied to tfic dpmertic affairs of 
France. They ^pfi ask, not for rile, 
Foul-mouthed sirase of Napoleon and the 
French people; tat for iomepree/of on* 
right to interfere against him. 

Hating seen all these things; baring 
leen what we and our Allies have been at 
hi erery part of, Europe ; having seen that 
the people of Ifrance is the only people ia 
fiurope Irving nnder a government ap- 
proaching towards a, resemblance, to their 
own, they wil) want very lHtle to assist 
tjiem in forming a correct opinion as to* 
$ip real object of the war against f>*nce». 
If such war should now, without provo- 
cation ont)te part of franco, be resolved; 

U appears ty me, therefore, that, the: 
American people will, at lea^t, feel great Jn- 
terest in this war, nwch .greater than tfeej£. 
fejt in tjie last, war ; an4>t|*i; *£ th<ey h%v©^ 
just. Iwd.dawn their arms, after a confett^ 
in delenoe o(, their maritime rights,, ibgfk 
will, tl>e foment tl*ey, hiea/of thjs t Ha<fc; 
prcbare again format defence, AmGrjca* 
EMI li^ehh^,j^ag^i^be,Jh^»Ajrx 
mitral naiioji, Tb*r*:*t0 b*«o M4m> 
and Berlin. £;c*e*t to gjv* a prtfejioe fee 
Orders U Council. Sotbjf, ifwetrepcJc 
nppn her righ^ her ground of wax wilt, 
be cleared of, ail confesioiv .Sfcfi. w|lb 
stand upon her tf^p^W* rights* Aid* 
if she baleen » the full and fr*e exgojiajpfr 
of h$r advantages a^ a neutral power, sic, 
will carry oh tluee-foarth* of tip com*-: 
merce of, the world. Onr cri|izefi.Bmji. 
kjjep atsea^ bn|; H wJUhe onjy to w jt*e*e 4 
the increase ot her mercantile marine^ agA* 
jll the proofs of her won^e^ presj^l^ 
France will receive, all that sfctwante/fffe, 
foreign countries by>merten$hi»jS*Aaie^ 
rica wj 11 supply her v^ co}oaj4 ffffelfe. 
and with, certain aigeJtet of meaofacfrire^ 
The latter will, tbrMgfc ,tfe sap* ahe«*, 
del, find aa outlet for muchof bet abt|nfa. 
ipt prodiic* These t*p ce$etrjet . wtffc - 
become mud? more c^iery connected Abe*, 
wr, and we staa}4 come out of ft* ntv. 
ihorn of oar means, while tb,e means of all. 
lortsof America, would be, taw* tiM 
F9WI*$1 wn*#d- 
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But, my Lord, it it 7**V ler*a*i flint 
the people of America would noe feel' 
strongly disposed to take pert in f his war 
against us? TWey see that France is the 
only country left with a government re- 
sembling tbeh'bwn. Great as is their dis- 
tance from r Europe, they ha?e Jolt, that, 
when left to be dealt with single-handed, 
their* very exhrtence, as an independant 
nation^ was pat in jeopardy. There were 
■any, persons in America, who loudly 
blamed the President, Washington, for 
■at taking part with the French, eren 
when America had not a single pubKc ship 
of wast They reasoned thus : — that Eng- 
land was, from the nature of her force, as 
well as the situation of her dominions, the 
only enemy that America had to fear ; 
that she had never ceased to demonstrate 
a hostile mind towards America ; that she 
saw in America not only a successful 
example of democratic revolution, but a 
dangerous rival in commerce and maritime 
power ; that she only waited for a favour- 
able moment to use all .her force to crush 
this rising rival; and, therefore^ it was 
less dangerous to declare, at once,- for the 
Republic of 'France, and make common 
cause with her, than to wait the issue of 
the contest, in which, if France should 
fail, America could not long survive 
without, at least, another long and bloody 
war upon her own soil. 

• This was the reasoning against neutra- 
lity in 1793. How* those reasoners must 
hare triumphed, in 18141 When they 
saw all ground of dispute between Eng- 
land and America removed by the close 
of the war in Europe* When they saw, 
that, instead of this producing in England 
a dispo sit ion to make peace, it only pro- 
cWcedredodbtedacdvityintbewar. When 
ffcey read,- in the very same English news- 
paper* that told them of th* abdication of 
Napoleon, that NOW, NOW, NOW! 
wefts tke&anpy moment -for crashing Ame- 
rica: ; U s e p u tting an end to " the existence 
ofofce mischievous example of democratic 
rebtUwnP eahibhed in the American 
Union. When they heard their President 
and die majority of the Congress deno- 
minated, in these samo papers " rebeh and 
trmitors." When they saw, in the report 
nC a speech of a Lord of the Admiralty, 
tkat Mr: Majhoo* was to be deposed, as 
Napoleon had bete* deposed. When they 



to the well-governing' of other nations*. 
When they saw the licet called upon' offi-, 
claliy by the Lords of the Admiralty to " 
finish the American war in such a way as' 
Would insure the LASTING TRAN- 
QUILLITY OF THE CfVlL1ZfiD : 
WORLD. When they heard the Eng- 
lish prints call upon the people of New 
England to separate themselves from the 
Union. When they heard it predicted, 
in these prints, that Ml\ MitnsoH would ; 
be put to death, and that the people would 
form J connection xcith the PARENT \ 
state. And, when, upon the heels* of all 
these predictions and threats, tHey saw an 
army actually sent off from France to 
fight against America ; when th£y saw that 
identical army, which had been engaged 
against Napoleon, sent to invade America . 
by the way of Lake Champtain; when 
they saw thp war of fire and plunder car- 
ried on upon their sea-coast. When those ' 
who were for war on the side 'of the' 
Frenth Republic, in 1793, saw alt these' 
things in 1814, how they must have tri- 
umphed ! 

America must feel great confidence fa 
herself from her past achievements. The 
skill and bravery of her seaman and land- 
troops must grin her great confidence. 
Rut, there is ntrnmn who reflects (and the . 
Americans ate a" reflecting people) who . 
will not perceive, that, with all her valour 
andnll her virtue, America has had a very 
narrow escape) and, that, if alt had been 
quite settled hi Europe, she would, havo 
ha4 to carry on a much longer and more * 
bloody contest. It cannot buf be evident - 
to the American Statesman, that, if France ; 
were to be completely subdued; if she. 
were reduced to that state to be obliged ' 
to receive a ruler dictated by us and our 
aHies ; It her hands and feet Were thus 
tied for ages ; and, if 'the situation of all [ 
Europe were snch as to leave the whole un- 
divided power of England to be employed , 
against America, the situation of the lat- . 
ttr would be, at least, rerf unpleasant % \ 
not to sa y precarious. 'And, if such a person - 
considers what were the, real objects of. 
England iu 1814, the manner in which 
the war terminated, and what an excellent 
memory she has, he must be a bold man k 
indeed if he feel no apprehensions at the t 
total subjugation of France. 

It has. not been forgotten in America, 



aaw the breaking up of the American that, directly after the abdication of Na- 
Unie* represented at absolatoly.nesesearjr Ipolcon, there appeared an article in our 
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newspapers, stating, that there was a SE- 
CRET ARTICLE in the treaty or Pa- 
his, stipulating, that none of the parties, 
Itussia, Prussia, Austria, and France, 
should interfere in our war against Ame- 
rica. This news was given as copied from 
the Vienna Gazette. The Vienna Gazette 
i$ under the immediate controul of the go- 
vernment there. The Americans paid 
great and deserted attention to this ; and, 
must they not bare lamented to see France 
reduced to such a state ? They afterward* 
saw, that there was no safety fe* their 
ships of war or their prizes in the ports of 
France. They saw, in short, that the 
Bourbons, holding their power almost at 
the mercy of England, afforded not the 
smallest hope of any support against so 
formidable a power as England. Then it 
was, that many Americans blamed Mr. 
MadisoK, not for resisting the exercise of 
our alledged right of impressment ; but, 
on the contrary, for not hating sooner 
made war against us in alliance with 
France. They told him, that he was, at 
last, in a state to be able to appreciate the 
Gtsdom of keeping aloof from France on 
account of the title of her ruler. They 
laughed at him for his scruples to make 
common cause with an Emperor, wlfile he 
saw England hating allies in the Turk, 
the Pope, the A 1 serines, and the fndians ; 
and they IaUghcd at him the more, when, 
they recollected, that America had won 
her independence while in an alliance 
offensive and defensive with a Bourbon 
King of France. 

However, many of the causes which 
kept America aloof from France are now 
removed. The principles of 1703 are 
again adopted in France; the system of 
reforming by means of conquest is abanv- 
doned ; Napoleon will have learnt how to 
respect the rights and to value the cha- 
racter of America. Experience has taught 
the Americans what they have to expect 
under certain circumstances. The latter 
are in no danger from France ; they never 
can bo in danger from France; and, 
Frenchtbwn ami Alexandria will remind 
them what danger they are in from Eng- 
land. 

It is said, by some persons in America, 
that, though it might have been wise to 
*cck permanent security in 1793, by en- 
tering into the war on the side of the Re- 
public of France, it would not be wise 
ftoK; seeing thai Ameiica has become so 



mock more able to defend herSetf than she 
was in 1793, a proof of which she has 
given m her recent war against the smctf- 
vided force of England. On the other 
hand, it is contended, that, though Ame- 
rica be so much more powerful than she 
was in I TOT, England, loaded at she ia 
with debts and taxes, h more formidable* 
than she would have been in 1793, even 
if she had then subdued France; for, 
though the people of England suffer, the 
government has more force at its command ; ' 
and, what is more for its advantage, the- 
country is brought into that sort of state 
which makes war almost necessary* If 
her paupers have iucreased three-fold, ' 
her armed men and her means of destruc- 
tion have increased five-fold. She is be- » 
come a nation of fighters* She possesses * 
all the means of destroying. And, say 
these reasoners, it is not only subjugation - 
against which America ought to guard : 
it is her duty to guard herself also against * 
devastation and plunder. Besides, say < 
tbey, Eogland has now less powerful mo- . 
tives to the exercise of forbearance toward* : 
America., While the latter was without 
manufactures ; while England had almost 
a monopoly in the Applying of America ; 
the former saw in the prosperity of. the' 
latter the means, of augmenting her own ■ 
riches and power. Bat jtoaa the case i* 
different; England .sees in America even r 
a manufacturing rival ; and, what is still 
more provoking, she sees in America s< 
rival in naval notoerand renown. There- - 
fore, say they, she must and she will de- 
sire our destruction ; whether she will at* ; 
tempt it again- will depend upon her and 
our means of attack and resistance. 

It must be confessed, that our infaraoca 
newspapers have, given but too muck 
reason tp the Americans upon this head. * 
For, they have published lists of the' 
American navy and accounts of the Ame« 
rlcan shipping and manufactures; and, 
having dwelt upon their magnitude and' on 
their rapid increase, tbey have called upon 
your Lordship and your colleagues to pro- 
secute the war for the purpose of destroying 
these evidences of rising power and wealth. 
They have contended, that it was just to 
carry on war against America to destroy 
her nary; to destroy her shipping and 
manufactures ; and to obtain, at least, a 
stipulation from her, not to build ships of. 
war beyond a certain number and a certain 
size* They have contended that sack a 
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war would be just ; that We should hare 
a right to impose such conditions ; and 
that our safety demanded that we should. 

If I am told, that these are the sayings 
•f a' set of foolisli writers in' newspapers, 
my answer is, that I have seldom seeu any 
of these people promulgate any political 
opinion without rts being, in the sequel, 
veryclearto me, that it was not ra their 
own foolish heads that the sentiment had 
been hatched. These men are, in fact, 
nothing of themselves; they hare no 
principles, no opinions ; they care nothing 
about "the matter. Tliey are the mere 
tools of those who speak through them, 
whom they not nnfreqoently despise, but 
from whom, and through the means of 
whom, they live comfortably and some- 
•times get rich. 

Upon the whole, therefore, my Lord, it 
Is not to be apprehended, that, if We make 
war upon Prance for the arowed pur- 
pose of deposing Napoleon, the people of 
America will feel a strong disposition to 
take part with Franc* in that war ? And, 
If they were so to do, have we not great 
Cause to fear, that the war would be ex- 
tremely injurious to trs by sea as well as 
by land ? The American privateers, 
though without a port to take shelter in 
<pn this side of the Atlantic, did great mis- 
chief to our commerce even in the Channel. 
What, then, would they do if all the ports 
«f France were open to them and shut 
against us ? If, in short, America were in 
alliance with France, what English ship 
unarmed could hope to escape capture ? 
And, is it to be hoped, that, in such a. 
ease, the skill, the discipline, and un- 
daunted bravery of the American navy 
would not be communicated to that of 
France? Emulation might do a great 
deal towards sending forth fleets able, in 
*t short time, to cope With those of Eng- 
land* Really, if we wish to keep these 
two nations asunder, it appears to me, that 
wehtve no way of accomplishing the wish 
but that of keeping at peace. 

ff America were to join France hi the 
war, we should, doubtless, tell her, that 
she* was acting a tery base part ; that she 
had received from us no provocation ; that 
y*u h ad- not -meddled with her ; that we 
had expressed our anxious dosirerfo live 
at peace with ber. But, my Lord, might 
she not answer ? — very true ; and you 
have received no provocation from France ; 
prance has not meddled with you ; France 



has expressed her anxious desire to live at 
peace with you : and yet, voir have gone 
to war against France: \f y therefore, i% 
be base on my part to make war upon 
yoz, after you have began war upon: 
France, where is your justification for 
having begun that War? Besides, have 
vou no ally? You boast of having all 
Europe on your side. And shall France 
hare nd ally .* Shall you have twenty 
allies against the old ally of America, and 
shall it be deemed base in America to be- 
come the only ally of France ? You say, 
that yours is a war of precaution : so is 
mine. You fear that Napoteon may, one 
day or other, get to London ; and you 
have been at Washington, at Frenctitowu 
and at Alexandria. 

It is a favourite saying, or it used to be, 
in America, that it was her true policy to 
keep aloof from European politics and 
wars. General Washington several times 
expressed this sentiment But can she do 
it ? If General Washington had seen the 
Congress House in flames, the other day, 
and had seen our people so busy in pack- 
ing up goods at Alexandria, lie would, I 
imagine, have begun to think, that it was 
not so easy a matter to keep aloof from 
European wars ; and, if he had lived to 
be made acquainted with the famous Cap- 
tain HENRY'S exploits, I thWklie would 
have had his doubts as to the possibility 
of keeping aloof from European politics. 
Even we, in England, say, thai America 
should keep at peace ^ though we ourselves 
are always at war in some part or other 
of the world; though there is no war, in 
which we have not a hand. The truth is, 
that America must take a part in the wars 
and politics of Europe, ifcre aro powers 
in Europe who can reach her. who have 
colonies in her neighbourhood, who have 
an interest, or think they have a\j interest, 
in injuring her. They combine and co- 
operate with one another ; and $he must 
form alliances too ; or, she cannot be 
many years an independent natiou. 

It was impudently asserted, not long 
ago, that America had acted a Joul part 
towards us, in the war ; and she was 
called an as€(tssin, who had attacked us 
in the dark. I was pleased to hear, from 
such a<iu*rter, a sentiment of abhorrence 
against assassins ; but, I was' displeased to 
hear such an act attributed to America ; 
because no charge was ever more false. It 
is notorious, that America used ejery 
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effort,, ani made Ofeiy. sacrifice short ota 
surrender of her independence, to main- 
tain peace with England ; and, that, so 
far from attacking us in the dark, she 
gave us notice, for years before-hand, that 
the would repel by force our seizure of her 
seamen, unless we ceased that practice. 
What,' then, could be meant hjr this charge 
of assassin-Hke conduct? Really, we 
seem to have taken into oar heads, like 
the cock on the dunghill, that all th* 
rsorU ww made for us; that no nation 
is, to form an .alliance, nor cren to think of 
defending itself by its own arms, if we 
Jisfpprove.of it. When our interest,, real 
or imaginary, is in question, the interest 
of no other nation is to be thought of. 
the question with America, according to 
this presumptuous whim, was to be, not 
whether she suffered injury ; but merely 
whether it was conducive to our interest 
io impress her sailors. If it was useful to 
us to do this, she was to deserve annihila- 
tion if s,he did not quietly submit to Jt, 
sy>d io all jits cruel and degrading conse- 
c^usfnees. • 

We proeesd upon the saihe notfon with 
regard to alliances amongsfforefytyowers* 
What ! America make alliances with any 
power but us! Dreadful presumption! 
Presumption which merits all the weight 
of our vengeance ! What ! America seek 
safety, when we think it best to keep her 
in continual danger ! America make an 
alliance for the purpose' of defending her- 
self against us, whose public writers, at 
least, devoted her chief magistrate to the 
gibbet, and, herself to a return nnder the 
mild projection of" the PARENT state I" 
Nor are there wanting writers, in America 
io b*ld the same language; but they are 
met by men, who are able to contend 
qgainst them. Tlare the press h free, 
really free} and, there truth will prevail., 

A good specimen of this insolent way of 
talking was given by Sir John Cox flip- 

fesley, Who at a late county-meeting in 
omersetshire, said, that the Americans, or 
at least, their President and the majority 
of the Otngress, were the slants of (he 
late tyrhnt of France, a proof pf which 
they had |iven in their lafe war against us. 
So, because America, in defence of herself, 
went to war with us, while we were at 
war against NapoJogn, she was $o be 
deemed the slave of Napoleon, who had 
f to power to hurt her, and who had never 
called on her to go to war in bk behalf. 



She was to- stop till our, war with him mm 
at amend, before she sought to defend her-, 
self. It was baseness in her to assert her 
own rights, at the end of many years of 
complaints, because we were at war with 
Napoleon* 

This insolent language, my Lord, is 
little; calculated to heal the wounds of 
America. She will, in spite of all we, 
can say, reflect on her past danger, and 
she must hare lost her usual wisdom ia 
profiting from experience, if she does not 
now seek the means of security betimes, 
That, with all her natural reluctance^© war, 
she will be disposed to do this I am cer- 
tain ; and, it will, I imagine, require but 
a slight provocation to induce her to act 
npon that disposition. Jt has been ann 
nounccd to us, that Switzerland has been*, 
informed, that there are to be no neutrals 
in this war against Napoleon. Uam burgh, 
Tuscany, Genoa,, and several other states 
felt the effects of such a principle during 
the first war against Republican Franca* 
Denmark felt those effects during the last 
war. America will consider of, and judge 
from the past ; and, your bordship may be 
assured, that she will not want the means 
of doing what her permanent safety shall 
manifestly demand. , - 

I have thus, my Lard, stated to you what, 
t think will be the view that the people of 
America will take of the present .scene ; 
what I thi^k will be Jhejr feelings ; and I 
have pointed out the consequences, which 
I apprehend from those feelings, if we enter 
iipon the war against France ou the ground 
which il'at present set forth. The Ame- 
ricans, I repeat, are prone to peace} as 
every uncorrupted nation is; but as it was 
said, the other evening, that it was better 
to go to war now with a strong alliance 03 
our side, jthan be compelled to go to wax 
at the end of an exhausting armed peace 
without allies ; .as this was deemed 
triumphant reasoning, in England, in be- 
half of offensive war, you must not be sur- 
prised if it be imitated, in America, in be* 
half of a war of defence. 

I $m, &c. Sec., 

vjl. £0BB£7?* 
Botley, May 6, 1815. 
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Legitimate Sqtereionty* 

Mr. CpaBETT. — Is not the present pre* 
paratioAS for war against France, tot the 
purpose of ousting from the throne of * 
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fceepte's confidence and affection, a man 
who, of ail potentates, that ever lived, hat 
perhaps the best title to that distinguished 
Situation, truly abominable? The nine- 
teenth century will be for ever disgraced 
In the page of history fdr affording an 
example of a race of men that eoukl hare 
been to criminally abject as to reeommend 
to iniquitous, so servile a piece of treason 
Against the social rights of man. The 
monstrous injustice of such execrable 
practice sickohs every sense of virtue, and 
tenders life kself almost insufferable. The 
natural feelings of the human mind, un- 
influenced by the immorality, public and 
primate, that has been engendered by the 
proiigacy of the age, must revolt at the 
spofiating proceedings of modern times. 
Individual robbery is visited by the penal 
infliction of the law ; but an authority 
Setting itself above ail law, will despoil 
Whole nations, wHI dissolve all ties and 
obligations on Which the moral and social 
character of man essentially depends, and 
fc not held amenable to any tribunal ; nay, 
1* even applauded by the corrupt toots of 
licentious power as having conducted itself 
todgfUaiimouslg I It would be easy to 
fFr ei fc that nu Uidlri dout Itrlttg can assume 
to himself, in his own right, as all despots 
Wwedly do, the sovereign power. This 
authority is inherent in the people that 
may be incorporated into a nation, and 
*qudtt$ emanates from every individual in 
tfcat social assemblage. For the benefit 
vjf the whole, the aggregate of this inaU- 
"vtdusl power may be conferred on any 
person that may be the object of prefe- 
rence, to carry the high authority thus 
«onfided into effect for the advantage of 
the nation. The person exercising this 
sovereign power is a sovereign legitimately 
delegated, and may act as such with all 
the consideration that may be due to the 
people whose suffrages he represents. 
Where, but in France, and America are to 
be found heads of governments of this 
- rightful stamp and authority? The French 
people in the ardor and gratitude of their; 
l6ve aMd attachment to Bonaparte have 
conferred on him an imperial throne : a 
throne the first in intrinsic worth on the 
lace of the globe, and one, which a gene- 
rous* and high minded nation of thirty 
MilKoin of people, it may be fairly hoped, 
*r1U esKtteto be duly respected. A throne, 
tmtt may be truly regarded a* the 1 edifice 
jtrf Ifcfr people's own creation* niust bp 



the darling object <rf tbetr cure and protsev 
Hon : a throne tike that which exalts and 
adorns the person of Napoleon, is indeed 
truly enviable ; it stands atone in sterling 
value ; it is a precious unique in these en* 
slaving and enslaved times ; it is the throne 
of a free nation emanating from the sote* 
reignty of the people, and intrusted to the 
revered and beloved Napoleon as the 
faithful guardian of crvis rights, a* the 
tried and appro* ed repository of the in- 
estimable charge. What will the French 
profit by this Imperial Constitution of 
National liberty > Why, instead of befofc 
governed by schemes of ancient but exe- 
crated vassalage, it wilt be ruled by thsj 



indefeasible axioms of the rights of i 
the legulativa. authority JaiULfiriginate? 
from the majority of the nation, where 
alone it legitimately exists. Ho unequal 
privileges can be claimed ; the rights of 
the individual are those of the multitude ; 
no distinction can arise to the tdmisnstnu 
turn of the laws 5 the Emperor is the it* 
servant or magistrate of the people, an»J 
holds that high office no longer than he 
shall faithfully fulfil its inseparable duties. 
This is a scheme nooel it most be owned, 
1* these slegenerate times* America only 
furnishes Its counterpart. England has 
some pretension to its general principle in 
the pnovistons of Magna Chart a, tat tta 
machinations, abuses, and sophistications 
incident to all social institutions have, 
through lapse of time, approximated its 
present government too much to the pre* 
vailing systems of Europe, (In which Urn 
sovereignty of the people is ridiculed 
rather than acknoarledged and revered) to 
admit of being any longer likened to the 
sage and enlightened views of legislation, 
recognised and adopted jn the French and 
American schemes of government. Nape* 
leon, the author of this enviable ameliora- 
tion in the French government, and Ma- 
dison, his American co-partner in politi- 
cal wisdom, have been' objects of un» 
ceasing aspersions and vilifications. They 
have been severally denounced and me- 
naced with utter destruction. After the 
one was overthrown, by the influence of 
plots and treasons, the other was held fo 
stand in the way of " social order, and 
" the blessed comforts of religion," and 
even the British government was called .on 
4o wield her poWer sjgflnst (he pestiferous 
evils of American liberty. The warlike 
preparations that -are at present malting 
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Juwe most evidently far tMr object the 
<tostruction of French liberty, overwhelm* 
ing at that liberty must be, under the able 
direction of Bonaparte, to countries pining 
and siaking under the pitiless scourge of 
twhst is considered as hereditary and legi- 
timate slavery. French liberty has a 
quality in it, with reference to surrounding 
notions esunently contiguous ; its influence 
must spread. like the electric fluid, it 
.will diffuse itself. Some nations, indeed, 
.to continue the electric simile, may be more 
je&dy conductors of it than others, accord- 
ing to . natural and acquired capabilities ; 
J>ut none can permanently continue in a 
•state of non-conductors of the sacred 
principle. Justitia. 



OJTERARY JUNO ano WASHING- 
\ . TON BENEVOLENT SOCIETY. 

• I have observed, that, year after year, 
.this institution becomes more like a com- 
.men charity concern. A parcel of Lords, 
and other men of purse, take the chair, 
.and take the lead. This last meeting was, 
r I see* presided over by the Duke of Kent 1 
•in the same way as the Lancaster school 
i meetings, and .other meetings for the as- 
sist auce of the poor and miserable. The 
'Consequence of this must be, that the poor 
^devil's po/it/cf will serve as the measure of 
the bounty he is to receive. The original 
design of this fund must be totally over- 
stocked. That design, I believe, was to 
.prevent authors from selling their pens ; 
. wherea* now, I should suppose, the prin- 
cipal design to be to purchase the pens of 
; authors, or to keep alite poor slaves 
.whose works are well-meant towards 
.their patrons, but destitute of the talent 
.necessary to make them sell. — I observe, 
.that the " Founder's" health was drunk, 
.but, that the u Founder," Mr. David 
.Williams, was not named. — Mr. David. 
.Williams wrote some excellent political 
• tracts in support of the principles of free- 
.dom ; he also translated some of the works 
of Voltaire on the subject of religion. 
Never did be expect that his institution 
.would tumble into such hands as have 
now got hold of it The truth is, that the 
scheme was a very good one. Its object, 
,and its teudency, was to encourage lite- 
rary merit, ana to make authors honest 
ana independent; but it has now mani- 
festly tjeen converted into a sort of poor- 



list for decayed literary hacks. They tell 
the world, that they do not publish the 
names of the parties who receive charity. 
They are very wise in this, for the public 
would soon see what the real object of the 
Fund was, if they could see the names of 
ike persons relieved. In short, this, like 
almost every other " Charity" as they 
are called, is neither more nor less than 
an adjunct of the government, or, rather 
oithe System. What, Jacobin, or Jaco? 
bin's wife (unless she first betrayed her 
husband) was ever relieved by any of these 
societies ? They are kept up for. the pnr» 
pose of keeping the needy in good humour, 
or of rewarding faithful decayed slaves* 
Here the man who has paid a fortune in 
taxes often comes, cap in hand, and re- 
ceives back the means of getting a dinner. 
It is curious to observe, that the Aristo- 
cratic faction in America have resorted to 
a trick of this sort. They set up, some 
few years ago, a society, which they 
called the "Washington Benevolent So* 
ciety" which, it appears,, has branched 
out all over the country. The object of 
this trick was to collect little groups* of 
the most needy and mean-spirited part of 
the people, and, by the means of dona- 
tions in money, clothes, books, or modi* 
cal aid, to attach them to the aspiring 
rich, aud thus to found a sort of affiliation 
against the Republican government, The 
name of Washington was taken for the 
purpose of deception, and as a party-word, 
opposed to the name of Jefferson or Ma* 
dison,who were thus to beheld up as having 
deviated from the principles of the, iaan, to 
whom American gratitude has given what* 
perhaps, American wisdom and justice 
would have given largely, but certainly 
with a less prodigal hand. Availing theovi 
selves of this amiable weakness, these 
crafty enemies of their country's freedom 
have been working up the people here ana 
there, by the means of these societies, to 
an opposition to the government. They 
hold their stated meetings, as our. " cha^ 
&ties" do. They make speeches, compli- 
ment one another, extol the virtues of 
Washington, who, though one of the first 
of patriots, never was fool enough to be- 
stow his money in the making of paupers. 
Shutout of the Legislative Assemblies by 
the people's voice, they harrangue at these 
meetings, and thus continue to keep thenar 
selves in wiod. Silly as the thing is, how, 
ever, in itoefi I wouljl have the Amem 
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eans be upon their guard against H. It is 
aspiring Aristocracy in its most .Alluring 
guise ; it Js imposture of the most danger- 
ous kind- It tends to the creating of 
pauperism ; to the forming of a class in 
the community, who have no interest in 
supporting the rights and liberties of the 
nation, and who are to be bought and 
sold like cattle. These societies ought to 
be resolutely attacked and exposed. A 
Jittle matterwoold break them up amongst 
a sensible people. I wish I could shew 
the people of America the effects of pau- 
perism in England ; I wish I could make 
them see the degradation which it has 
brought upon the land of their fore- 
fathers :— there would need nothing more. 



Wae against France* 

Mr. Cobbett — There are some persons 
with whom it is in Tain to reason, and 
whom it is impossible to convince. As a 
.proof of this, the effects of prejudice and 
blind incredulity were .never more palpa- 
bly evinced than in the declarations, so 
repeatedly made, by most of the public 
journals, that the army, and not the peo- 
ple of France,. are favourable to the return 
of Napoleon; that the nation at large 
has a perfect dislike to his name, character, 
and government; and that no proof of at- 
tachment by the people has yet been given, 
from the moment of his landing at Frejus 
to the time of his entering the city of Paris ; 
no not even, up to the present period. 
When such declarations as these are made, 
in the face of so maqy opposite facts, it is 
almost impossible for any evidence, how- 
ever strong, to remove such deep rooted 
prejudice. What kind of evidence, short 
of a miracle, would be deemed sufficient 
to conrince such wilful perverseness ? 
It is not a little curious to see how they 
attempt to account for Napoleon's unin- 
terrupted march to Paris. His landing, 
they tell us, was so sudden and unexpect- 
ed ; his movements so rapid and direct, 
that every loyal citizen was seized with a 
momentary astonishment. A paralytic af- 
fection deprived the nation of all motion, 
and all sense of feeling, except that a small 
disaffected rabble, the dregs of the mili- 
tary, basely attached themselves to the 
a vile tyrant," and conducted him to 
•Paris ! For a moment let us glance* at 
the moderation and modesty ', the impar- 
tiality and candour of these men, when 



speaking of Napoleon. They call him a 
perfidious traitor, an audacious rebel, a 
vile miscreant, a run-away coward, a 
monster, whom every body hates, an ene- 
my to tranquillity, happiness, and order, 
a hater of mankind, with whom no peace 
or truce cart, or ought to, be made ; and, 
to complete the climax, he is said to be a 
devil incarnate, but by which of the fallen 
angels he was begotten we are not yet in- 
formed. Doubtless they will next toll us 
he is Belzabub, the prince of the devils. 
These calumniators have a great facility 
in the use of these epithets. They apply 
them to all who think different from them- 
selves. You, Sir, have very pointedly 
animadverted on their modest declamations 
against Mr. Madison, the American Pre- 
sident* It was certainly a very pious 
avowal of theirs, that " the world should 
" be delivered of such a democratic trai- 
" tor,*' " and that no peace can or ought 
" to be made with so rebellious a go- 
" vernment." Much the same language 
was used in speaking of the immortal 
Washington, when that ' admired cha- 
racter directed the affairs of the most in- 
dependent representative government in 
the world. Truth Stands in no need of 
abusive language to support it. Such mean 
and contemptible expressions militate 
against the cause they are intended to 
serve. The Moniteur some time ago in- 
formed us that the loyalty of the French 
to the Bourbons was universal. Why 
then did not the Duke de Orleans, and 
the French Marshal who went with him 
to Lyons, excite the people of that great 
city to resistance? Opportunities have 
been afforded the people in various parts 
of France to prove their attachment to 
Louis', had they been so disposed. The 
exertions of the Duke of Angouleme, as 
well as his heroic Duchess, were incapable 
of rousing them to support their cause, 
notwithstanding they had royal blood in 
their veins, and tongues pouring forth re-* 
wards on all who heard them. It is no- 
toriously true, that Napoleon lauded with 
a little band of 600 men. While moving 
forward to the capita), why was he not 
arrested in his progress at Digne, at Gap, 
at Grenoble, or at Lyons, before his mili- 
tary strength became formidable? At 
neither of these places, nor at any other 
in the whole of his march, did a single in- 
dividual oppose bin* 1 Can it be imagined, if 
such a force was to land in any part of Eng«» 
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land, with the Intention of subverting our 
£loriou$ constitution, tnat it could proceed 
twenty miles without meeting a successful 
opposition, if not a total annihilation? 
Two months hare elapsed since Napoleon's 
arrival iu France. Still all remains tran- 
quil. Time has been al lowed to re- 
mote that astonishment, which, it is pre- 
tended, deprived the nation of all motion 
and sense of feeling. The wheels of go- 
vernment, through all France,proceed with 
the same regularity and order as though 
it had been of long standing. There ap- 
pears to 03 no difficulty iu making ap- 
pointments to any office, or of forming in* 
st.tutions, which would do houour to any 
country. The abolition of the Slave 
Trade, and the establishment of popular 
Education; these two acts alone will 
hand Napoleon's name down to future 
ages with gratitude. Formerly he puzzled 
the Sovereigns of Europe by the splendour 
of his arms. Now he puzzles them by his 
moderation. He assures the world u he 
" will not be the aggressor." That " his 
" lirst wish is to become useful in estab- 
(; lishing the repose of Europe;" to prove 
which he has sent pacific overtures to the 
different powers now arming against him* 
These powersAve not diselesed the pro- 
positions. All that is known, therefore* 
respecting them, must be gathered from 
what he, or the French government, Jiave 
said ou the subject. France seeks no en- 
largement of dominion, nor desires to in* 
terfere with the internal government of 
other countries. She is williug to acceed 
to the conditions entered into at the close 
of the war. What more is wanted? The 
sanguinary hirelings of the day inform us, 
4h at nothing short of Napoleon's life will 
.satisfy them ; that Europe and the world 
jean be safe and happy only in his death. 
£$g£,bribes and rewards have as yet proved 
ineffectual to accomplish the pious design, 
ifapoleon, they inform us, is so perfidious 
a. character that he violates his treaties. 
Does this charge delusively belong to the 
Emperor of France? Have no solemn en- 
gagements been .disregarded by others? 
Napoleon and Murat, King of Naples, re- 
tort the same charge, with equal confi- 
dence, on the allies. If it is right to in- 
vade France because treaties have been 
broken, where is the country that may not 
be invaded? Again, the friends of war 
say, Napoleon is such a restless tyrant 
jtaajt no one cm lire iu peace with Jtfn* 



Maf it Hot rather be sail OetweoWe tnT* 
be at peace with him?— Let the experi- 
ment befmrlf tried. Even the honest 
ok, by constantly goading, will tarn agar*. 
The war party confidently n*er, that the 
combat once -began will seen, very soon 
terminate; that the overwhelming armies 
of the Allies wirl give no chance lor the 
" tyrant's** escape. It is much easier to 
say what shall be dene than to accomplish 
it Let such silly advocates turn their at- 
tention to the state of France at the time 
the celebrated Duke of Brunswick entered 
that fine country with his inhuman Pro- 
clamation. It wHl be remembered that 
France was then disorganized, her council* 
divided, the amy scattered ; no rallying 
point to look at, and the people dissatisfied 
and tumultuous. Yet with all these dis- 
advantages, the invading army was dis- 
comfitted, beaten, confounded, and dis- 
graced. The condition of France at thh 
time will not bear a comparison. Its pre- 
sent advantages are infinitely superior** 
the former period. The kingdom is uni- 
ted. The army organised, and the re* 
sources great ; so that they ate hi a condit 
tion to wage war with any who have te- 
merity enough to combat with them* 
*France has again eaercised the unalienable 
right which etery nation possesses. She 
has called Napoleon to the throne, and 
peace reigns throughout her yast empire. 
Million? rejoice at his arrival. Can any 
principle in equity justify a war which 
has no better foundation than pereonnt 
revenge 9 Must the peace, order, and 
tranquillity of one of the finest countries 
in the world be desolated and distracted 
by a war faction, because one man h>es ? 
Is the naked spear to find a grsrve in 
slaughtered multitudes ? Must the ravages 
of war kindle up a frame, and convulse all 
Europe, because one man eaists who is ob- 
noxious to u$f The very idea overwhelms 
the human heart with terror and dismay — 
flow tremendously awful Will be the re* 
sponsibilfty of that taction who encourages 
and commence* the devastating carnage! 
Humanity bleeds at the anticipated pro* 
speot— Yours respectfully, 

MEHCATO*. 

a— ^ 

Abdication of Bonaparte. 

Mm. GontotffT. — In the publication of 
the celebrated treaty of Fontainbleou, a* 
treaty that will probably be regarded by 
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remote posterity mi one *t housing, me* 
nory, you judiciously observed, that the 
character, -tie tenor, and political impor- 
tance of its terras with reference to Bona- 
parte, appeared to be **ch at batter de- 
noted a conquering than a vanquished 
power.— They certainly proved the mill* 
tary resources of the then imperial govern- 
ment of France, and evinced, that a dread 
was felt on the part of the Allies at pot- 
dog to risl^ the possible issue of a pro-, 
-tracted contest. Its continuance roust 
indeed have been most sanguinary. Its 
cessation, therefore, by any conceivable 
means, was.preferable to urging on the hor- 
rible work of carnage. Humanity owes the 
homage of gratitude to all the conflicting 
parties, for acceding to the pacific stipula- 
tions -of thettreaty of Fontainblcau. Whe- 
ther that arrangement was founded on a 
secret understanding, that the abdication 
of the imperial throne was to be but tern* 
porary, \s a circumstance with respect to 
the public articles, only to be vindicated 
by the modern justification that has been 
so often offered of state artifices and 
chicanery. Considering the bad faith with 
which the French Emperor had been 
treated by his former Allies, it was a sort 
of ruse he guerre, or rather de pate, 
which merits more properly to be regarded 
as an adroit piece of lex tallionis than as 
a flagrant instance of purta fides. But 
the warranty of Bonaparte for resuming 
the French throne, is affirmed to rest on a 
direct violation of the avowed conditions 
of that treaty. The non-performance; of 
the stipulations respecting the Italian 
dttobftes to his Empress and Son, and the 
alledged design of wresting from him the 
sovereignty of Elba, are criminating 
proofs of the want of good faith in the 
contracting parties. — Independently of the 
voice of the French people, loud and 
heart-felt, in recalling their expatriated 
Emperor, his right to the throne of France 
Is founded on a violation of treaty ; so 
that what might hare been a moral abdi- 
cation had the conditions of obtaining it 
been observed, ceased to have any autho- 
rity the moment these conditions were 
violated. ]t does, therefore, appear, that 
the throne reverts to him as his undoubted 
right, even were it not imposed on him 
by the free and universal acclamation of 
an approving people. No potentate on 
earth can have a better right to sovereign 
authority than gwaparU' He is again 
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to that high office fey the very 
sovereignty of the people, the only legi- 
timate source of magisterial appointment, 
and the undisguised terror and dismay of 
despots. It is now very, generally, though 
absurdly enough, objected by the undis* 
criminating adversaries of the French Etn+ 
peror, that the Allies were blameable, 
nay, almost criminal, in suffering so dan* 
geroos a person to be stationed so near the 
shores of France as in the island of Elba ; 
that if circumstances did not exactly admit 
of putting him to death, yet the least 
that could have been done with him, conV 
•latently with the security of Europe, was 
to have placed him where he never could 
be again on the political arena of the 
world. In short, that he should have 
been dungeoned for life. How pretty it 
all this, in petty, in childish resentment ; 
but how mighty foolish to attempt impos- 
sibilities. — The military power of Bona* 
parte, coupled with the resources of hit 
vast mind, was greater at the time ho 
signed the treaty of Fontainbleau than 
that of all Europe put together. It might 
be difficult to gain credit for this assertion, 
had not the recent expression of the mili- 
tary feeling of Franco in his favour incon- 
trovertibly proved itsjcorrectness. It was 
reserved for the year 1815 to give, to the 
astonished world, an instance of a person 
who had incurred the remorseless re- 
proaches, and indecent vilifications of 
the governing part of nations, being re* 
ceived, as it were by one heart and hand, 
by millions of a populace devoted to bin 
military, his political, and his moral 
virtues. Ancient Rome furnishes instances 
of the military transferring the imperial 
diadem to faro u rite individuals ; but then, 
it was when the situation was vacillating 
between contending favourites* France 
presents a spectacle of receiving a banished 
Emperor into her bosom ; of his traversing 
the extensive regions of that populous 
country, to the very capital, in a manner 
more like making a pleasureable excursion 
than as performing a hazardous enter- 
prise ; of his being every where openly 
caressed ; of his finally reaching the scat 
of government without an opposing -hot 
having been fired; and all this in the 
midst of some shew and much legislative 
prattle about heroic resistance to his 
progress* The Bourbon goioyameiit thus 
summarily supplanted, was'4v9ng inform 
but wholly destitute of that substantial 
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power which is only io ne' found* A tne 
hearts of the -governed. Legislator* 
may strut in office, and talk largely, but 
without the authority emanating from 
public confidence, it dwindles into mere 
puppetism, and becomes the Vox el prce- 
ierea nihil. A potentate like Bonaparte, 
seated in the rightful throne of his people's 
choice and attachment, cannot be shifted 
from his imperial eminence without an 
extent of carnage that can never be war- 
ranted, and which cannot be hazarded 
without drawing -on its authors execration 
and ruin. Veritas. 
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Interesting Documents. — Fn my last 
I had occasion to censure all our corrupt 
newspapers for suppressing the petition, 
and, some of them, the resolutions of the 
Livery of London against the threatened 
war With France. J accused them of pub- 
lishing every thing calculated to inflame 
the public mind against the people and go- 
vernment of France, and to promote inter- 
minable war; I said that they carefully 
kept out of view all those arguments, those 
statements of fact, and those public docu- 
ments which demonstrate the impolicy of 
hostilities, and furnish a clear and explicit 
exposition of the actual state of France, 
the stability of the government, and the 
devotion of the people to their present 
ruler. This I'have repeatedly shown to 
he the way in which our corrupt press is 
almost universally conducted. I have 
now before me a remarkable proof of this, 
if any proof was wanting to establish the 
fact. A Sunday newspaper, entitled the 
Postscript j professing to oe conducted on 
liberal principles, contained, in its last 
number, two documents, the one bearing 
to be a letter from Murat, king of Naples, 
to our Prince Regent, full of pacific senti- 
ments, and the other a dispatch from the 
Duke of Otranto (Fouche)to Prince Met- 
tei nich the Austrian Minister. This last 
I have given below. It will be read, I 
am sure, with great attention by all who 
deprecate war, and who are friendly to li- 
berty. Nothing, indeed, could have been 
better written to expose the folly and futi- 
lity of the arguments adduced by the war 
faction. But the ability which the Writer 
has displayed, the conviction which every 
line carries with it of its truth, and the in- 
ternal evidence which it bears of authenti- 



city; all these fconcnrrW circumstances' , 
however much they'serrea to recommend 
this document to the notice of the con- 
ductors of our newspapers, seem to have 
been considered by this venal crew, as af- 
fording good cause for its suppression. 
Even the conductor of the Morning CTkro- 
nfcle, whose columns have lately been 
stuffed with, what he has been pleased to 
call, " Most important State Papers," bu* 
which no one else regarderj in that light ; 
at least, which possessed only a secondary 
character. Even, I say, the penetrating, 
the impartial, the liberal politician, Mr. 
Perry, could not, or rather, would not, 
publish this interesting letter, in his imma- 
culate journdA. If he believed it a for* 
gery, why not say so, and give his reasons 
for the assertion. If he considered it ge~ 
nurnCy he merits execration for rejecting it. 
In refusing a place to a document of so 
much interest, he gives the most convincing 
proofs that he is influenced by base and 
sordid motives, and that all his boasted at- 
tachment to the people's rights, is mere 
pretence, mere hypocritical cant, which 
is the more pernicious that it is wrapt in 
the veil of sincerity and truth. The fol- 
lowing is the letter to which I allftde, and 
which, as far as I have been able to disco- 
ver, has not appeared in any of our news- 
papers, except in the Postscript of the 7th 
instant— I hope the conductor, or con- 
ductors, of that journal, whoever he or 
they may be, will meet that support* which 
his, or their impartiality, in this instance, 
merits. 

Copt/ of a Dispatch from the Duke of 
Otranto to Prince Metternich. 

My Prince— Every event has con- 
firmed what I predicted to you six months 
ago. You were too pre-occupied to hear 
me; hearken to me now with attention 
and confidence ; we may, in the peculiar 
circumstances and the imminent situations 
in which we are placed, influence in a 
powerful manner, the approaching and 
perhaps eternal destinies of France, q£ 
Austria, and of Europe. You are de- 
ceived respecting what is going on, and 
what is preparing in the midst of us. — 
You will judge of the reports of a people 
rash and blinded by the misfortunes which 
strike without the power toeulighteu them. 
You are given to understand at Vienna, 
that Napoleon has been brought back to 
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the throne by the army alone; that there 
are iionc. on his aide bat a soldiery drunk 
with war. JBut forthwith you will know 
that our army has nqfc been recruited in 
public houses. General*, Captains, sol- 
diers, all are drawn entirely from the 
bosom of the nation ; and for 25 years 
our .amy has executed almost always 
their, wishes and the Uws by the most 
brilliant victories. How dare yon tell us 
that it is the army alone which votes for 
Napoleon? Ouf legions do not range 
tayiselves more promptly under their 
colours than the Nation itself around his 
person and hb throne. Almost every 
where op his romte, the popular insurrec- 
tions in his favour preceded the presence 
of Napoleon. The Bourbons, reduced to 
seek in every place a Vendee, have not 
found it even in La Vendee itself. Of so 
many, armies of volunteers, which they 
said they had in the South, not one is 
formed; and though some little bands 
trembled while they had at their head the 
Duke of Angonieme, they are become in- 
trepid by passing under the tri-coloured 
flag. The power of the nation consists in 
its talents as amcb as in its armed force. 
They think now, or they express them- 
selves with respect to Napoleon, in the 
same manner in the towns, in the acade- 
mies, and in the camps. Without doubt, 
liberty has been much restricted, but it 
has never been destroyed. Glory, at least, 
was a compensation for France; she de- 
sired not aggrandisements of which we ab- 
jnre the abuse ; but she was not able to 
support the abasement when she had 
thrown off the government of the Bour- 
bons. The French people feel the ex- 
treme want of peace, they wish it as they 
wish for happiness \ but if they be forced 
into a war, they believe that, under Na- 
poleon, they will not suffer disgrace. We 
do not wish, say the Powers assembled in 
Congress, to obtige France to take thi 
Bourbons again ; but Napoleon will riot 
be recognised by us. , France must choose 
another Chief; for, to restrict her, they 
add, we shall have, if necessary, 900,000 
men.— I shall not stop to discuss here the 
principles of the rights of nations : it; 4s too 
evident (hat they are all violated by a si- 
milar pretention. The Emperor Napoleon 
may demand from the Emperor of Russia, 
from the Emperor of Aosfria, from the 
King of Prussia, in what manner he has 
merited from thorn* a httfed >9 violent; «• 



to cause them w> believe" that they owe no*, 
thing to the justice which is due to all 
other, men, and that in consideration of 
their personal hatred to Napoleon, they 
are authorised to rob the French of the 
sacred right of their independence, abso- 
lute and without limit, in the choice 
of the Chief of the Empire. — Victory 
has several times placed the political 
existence of the Powers of the North 
at the mercy of the Emperor Napoleoo, 
and he has not wished to erase any one 
of them from the lists of nations. It is the 
wish of Alexander, whose name is revered 
amongst us, to dispense with our render- 
ing to his virtues the homage which they 
merit ? Does the Emperor of Austria, in 
dethroning, contrary to bis interests and 
those of his monarchy, his son-in-law* 
and his grand-son, wish to prove to Hie 
world, by the most astonishing and au- 
thentic of all examples, that among the 
most hideous of all the sentiments of * 
hitman nature, hatred is that which has the 
greatest sway over kings? The people 
are not disposed to beliove it: and in this 
age of rerolutions it might be better to take 
care to dissuade thorn from it. In short, 
my Prince, when it shaft be beyond doubt 
that France is resolfi-d to display all her 
forces, to expose all her destinies to sup- 
port on his tit rone the man who if the 
object of he/ pride, who atone seems to 
her capablo of guaranteeing all the exis- 
tences and all the relations proceeding from 
Revolution ; will the Princes at the Con- 
gress make the attempt, perhaps a vain 
one, to tear him from his throne, at the 
price, of all the torrents of blood which 
this new war will cause to be spilled ? — 
What pretexts will cover so many out- 
rage? on reason, on justice, and on huma- 
nity ? — They pretend that Napoleon can- 
not offer any guarantee with respect to . 
the durability of the peace of Europe ; but 
what a strange mode of seeking this gua- 
rantee, to commence their research by 
replunging Europe in all the fury and 
horrors of war ! — On the contrary, every 
thing announces, every thing establishes, 
that any Prince in Europe, at the present 
time, cannot give this guarantee of peace 
in the same degree as Napoleon. — No one 
has experienced so many dangers and vi- 
cissitudes of war, so many unexpected and 
terrible reverses, as Napoleon. — It is, in 
fact, a new life, as well as a new reign, 
which the Kmperor typoleon commences, 
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after hating understood, daring a year, ro 
the Island of Elba, as in a tomb, every 
thing which truth as welt as hatred, has 
told in Europe, respecting ids first reign 
and his first life.*— In fine, my Prince, 
France has given herself a new Consti- 
tution, which will not be a vain charter. 
It is no longer possible to use subtilty and 
deceit. The force of things wMJ neces- 
sarily bring order and justice into social 
life. — Oar Constitution constitutes two 
Chambers. The sittings in both will be 
public. Thus France and Europe will' 
understand every thing which will be said 
on peace and war ; and every war, which 
shall not be one of justice and evident 
necessity, shall paralyse with terror the 
jnaA who wonld kindle it in Europe, al- 
ready bleeding from so many wars.— The 
coalesced Powers plume themselves on the 
immense number of men which they can 
collect* But, perhaps they may have 
calculate*] erroneously — they may be 
deceived, if it were tree, as they give out, 
that they ha*? 909,000 men, it for action, 
France, who fras already 500,000, will 
soon have a miftjon. I seek not to exag- 
gerate the exultatktt which, in a similar 
war, will fix all the fenvs,«nd the enthu- 
siasm with which thelv souls will be trans- 
ported. Every man inV Prance will be- 
come a soldier ; every article of iron will 
be fabricated into a sabre, <i Iraybnet, or a 
musket, every where, as in ^Jv9 9 will be 
established manufactories of gatt<petre, of 
powder, and of cannon. — From the Rhine 
to the PVrennees, from the Mediterranean 
to the Ocean, the diversions of the pea- 
sants, on Sundays and holidays, ittH be 
military exercises ; every commune r emy 
village will be transformed into barracks ; 
and the entire population of the Empjra, 
forayed as the National Gtaiat, wiU b& } 
prepared to live in tents. — Already does 
France resound with war»semja, in which 
the acquirers of national demninn, who. 
harbour fears for their property; the. 
friends of reason, who have >bee©*smsu*» 
eaed with the return of superstition? the 
military, whose glory they have, wished to 
tarnish ; in short, all classes of dtisens 
repeat with enthusiasm their ardent e*» 
p cessions of passions the meat dear, and 
the moat terrible.— In this war, which will 
be, in fact, a crusade against the inde- 
pendence of a nation, the contagion of the 
principles of the Freneh Revolution, may 
find Umr way amongst people too igno*- 



mnt and too barbarow sveo tntmdefstand v 
their own interest*. O* the approach of 
the Emperor Napoleon, aadjiis amfies, 
marehiag with suiinatioti to song* of 
liberty, Kings may bfc abandoned by tb*k 
subjects, as the Bodrbon* mm been by 
the soldiers on whom they depended w/fth 
such confidence* Enry throo* wiE be* 
subverted before king* will loam bow to 
govern ; and how many evils wiH ma the 
work of Princes, capabfe by theirTtrtees 
of rendering happy the greatest part of 
the World.— IIow much Mil those Mo- 
narch* and humanity be indebted to yon,* 
my Prince, if, by the wisdom of your 
counsels, you can dissuade* them from the 
determination, in which they oppose inte- 
rests and passions over which they ought* 
to have no ceatreul.~I hate only to 
renew, with the most lively etpteesslou, - 
to your Highness, the assitranees of the 
highest consideration. 
(Signed) The Dras of^tRahto. 

Pari*, April 13, 1S15. 



Letter from Ma. Btrkreck* 

fTaaammA Jfoy 4, 1915. 

Sir— The little work whfciftha* received 
your favourable notice is now going 
through a fourth edition* Th* sujmvodkt 
to the first, which I tote the libarfy of 
sending yon, wm printed sefasafely > foa 
the accommodation of the y s schamwa of 
the first. 

It is due to yew as wefl as- to nryeetf to 
state, thai I dent feel my self called upon 
by the new position which N ay c Oe o n hs s, 
assumed, to qualify the terms in whicblt 
have censured the principles of hja fo 
government, became I an pjsHe c* 
thai they were hostile to the boat 
of his poopie, and perfectly rneomttimmt 
wimpotftkalrxeodosn* 
• i should have lamented as st n o o ff mygg 
I now- rejoice at hb peeUaaaws, had he, 
Hke Louis, l O M see i es t «*/' 
stnmted by edvoeasty, e# 
othtr ***** then the coneen* of 

gtinf for O teimmi urt, ntafef MMtffe 
with )kk^ be iieaMM » fwt» IteklihM^ 
fr—wM»»U*«»itc*H» t i nf i S* 
m* Mh»»wk4p»ki»evM% *** M*** 

Bi«i«tr wm W «•**» <*w**r. 



F* *v^^P^**mmmmw^ 

ins^sm smwav 
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The acts of his government hare hitherto 
corresponded with tfres/e fair professions ; 
tad, as a pledge of their sincerity, he has 
received into his council? men of sound 
orinciples, and whose integrity he had 
Jnl»nse|f exposed to the severest proof. 

l^his consummation of the late glorious 
contetoi though far more glorious than any 
wbiclriU iw^»t sanguine, supporters hate 
even imagined, tr£2* entirely to the satis- 
faction of the old government*. -They 
had rather s^a. Bonaparte at tie head C f 
his army than surrounded by wise afid just 
counsellors; and they are right. He la, 
io his present attitude, more formidable 
to the " socja} system*" as exemplified in 
the late Congress at Vienna, than when he 
was thundeipng at the gates of that capital. 

But mhy the people should be disturbed 
at the view of Napoleon in his present at- 
titude, I doni understand, unless, indeed, 
their comforts depend on the security of 
two or three thrones, and the insecurity .of 
the rest, according to the principles esta- 
blished at the said Congress. Yours, &c. 
Morris Birjcbsck. 



Thr Enptmion a^d President 

FjilOAJES. 

. Yfkm the uewi of the capture of the 
latter, of these vessels reached this conn- 
try, it wm given out by. out corrupt press, 
tfea* she had surrendered to the former, 
with whom, she bad fought tingle-honied, 
and thaj no other of our ships of war had 
iced a. ah* at the President* This was 
tjwmpstpd absoaA by. the Time* and the 
Courier, and never, to this hour has any 
•f these venal paints retraced the asser- 
tion. Qn the contrary, th*y repealed it, 
aenjn.aod again, ind giajely,esaur#d their 
reaclfra, that the itgajt of the^connkt 
fcet*i*t the. Pre*id*»Uu4 tbftEndymipn, 
ha/1 jejeemd , al) tl>* naxaj glpj^ which 
this country, had loat du^gtbipneviona. 
eon^feat a^ ae% with th^. Americans! I was 
spftsfte^.oB.the, first blush, of the trans- 
aatio^n, tiu^.tbja, Resident. hac\ ibaeji en- 
ilgf»d wjth rapr^of our frigato.fow* on$, 
aoA iostfag.of the enemy M»* any of 
to* repqwn. be. ha& acqnjhf^tha* this 
haftle, w^nJh^per^ala^cj^fuUyto 
he known, would iD.crea^thfcnp^piv 
of his achievements. I said to those with 
whom f converted on the subject, that I 
*M ^JSWa§..to^abj4e bm ,th<*. amount of 
the battle, at givea by .GlfitWiHppoof 



the Endymion, which, no one ever doubt- 
ed, would be published in (he Gazette 
'the Gaaette appeared; but it contained- 
no particulars, from Captain Hope as to 
the actual engagement, or any detail by 
which it could be ascertained whether he 
fought the President single handed or not, 
or. whether that ship surrendered to the 
Endymion or to another vessel belonging 
to our squadron. But from other ac- 
counts in the same Gazette, and particu- 
larly from the American official account, 
it turned out, as I had supposed, that 
more tt'T^O one of our frigates was engaged ; 
that the Po?M>ne also had fought with the 
enemy; that it >?^ to this ship the Presi- 
dent actU&Uv struct;^ and that at the- 
verymoment thkhappenetfr a sfti P °f *■•■ 
line, another frigate, ^nd a.slcop of war, 
belonging to us, were fasi bearing dowav 
to attack her. It was plain, iherefore,. 
that the President had not surrendered to 
the Endymion, but that she surrendered 
to a British squadron, consisting of one 
sail of the line, three frigates and a sloop, 
of war! It was also dear, that had the. 
President and the Endymion fought single , 
handed, the latter must have fallen into 
the hands of the former. Where then 
was the ground for exultation ? Where 
the proof, that the capture of the Pre- 
sident " redeemed all the naval glory 
" which this country had lost during the 
'" previous contest at sea with the Ameri- 
'" cans?** I see, by files of papers which 
I have received from Philadelphia, that 
theconductors of newspapers at Bermuda, 
had imitated the example of our vile press, 
and had, like them, endeavoured to de- 
tract from the character of Commodore 
Decatur, by representing that he had sur- 
rendered the President to a single British 
frigate. To expose the fallacy of this 
statement, the American Commodore ad- 
dressed a letter to the Secretary of the 
Navy, an extract of which I have given 
bejow, ., This letter puts it beyond all 
question, that the President wasxonsider- 
ed, even by the commander of our own 
fleet, as a capture by, the squadron, and 
not by a single ship. It proves that the 
Endymion had on board, tin addition to her ■ 
usual cejupkmevti^O men, one lieutenant, 
and one masters* mate, which shews thai 
the crew of the Endymion, the chief re- 
liance of every vessel of war, was more 
numerous than that of her rival. It also 
prom thM the Jfydymion was completely 
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disabled in the action, and would, it is 
more than probable, have become a prize 
to the President, had not the rest of oar 
squadron come to her relief. 

Washington, March II. 
Extract of a letter from Com. Stephen 
Decatur to the Secretary of the Navy, 
dated New York, March M, 1815. 

" In my official letter of the f8th 
January, I omitted to state, that a consi- 
derable n amber of my killed and wounded 
was from the lire of the Pomone ; an£ that 
the Endymion had on board, i^ addition 
to her own crew, one Lieutenant, one 
Master's mate, and 50 then belonging to 
the Saturn, and ^nen the acifon ceased, 
was left motionless and utfhanagable until 
alie bent new sails, ^love new rigging and 
Ished her spajrs, nor did ahe rejoin the 
squadron for six hours after the action* 
w! uiree hours after the surrender of the 
President. My sword was del ire red to 
Capt. Hays, of the Majestic, the senior 
•fficer of the squadron, on his quarter- 
deck, which he with great politeness imme- 
diately returned. I hare the honor to 
enclose you my parole, by which you will 
perceive that the British admit that the 
President was captured by the squadron. 
I should have deemed it necessary to have 
drawn your attention to this document, 
kad not the fact been stated differently by 
the Bermuda Gasette on our arrival there, 
which statement, however, the editor was 
compelled to retract through the inter* 
ference of the governor and some of the 
British officers of the squadron." 

After the disastrous retreat of the Bri- 
tish army at New Orleans, General Jack- 
son, the American commander, published 
an animated and spirited Address to his 
atmy The following passages will shew 
with what ardour and unanimity the sol- 
diers of Liberty will always combat, when 
their rights and independence are in 
danger : — 

44 Citizens and Fellow Soldiers,— The 
enemy has retreated and your General 
has now time to proclaim to the world 
what he has noticed with admiration and I 
pride — your undaunted courage, your] 
patriotism, and patience under hardships ' 



and fatigues. Natives of different states 
acting together for the first time in this 
camp ; differing in habits and in lan- 
guage, instead of viewing in these circum- 
stances the germ of distrust and division, 
you have made them the source of f n 
honourable emulation, and from the Pjeds 
of discord itself have reaped the fruits- 
of an honourable union. — TJ*** day com- 
pletes the fourth week ^nce fifteen hun- 
dred of yon atta^tcd treble your number 
of men who boasted of their discipline, 
and their services under a celebrated 
leader in a long and eventful war — at- 
tacked them in their camp the moment 
they had profaned the soil of freedom 
with their hostile trade, and Inflicted a 
blow which was a prelude to the final 
result of their attempt to conquer, or 
their poor contrivances to divide us. — 
A few hours was sufficient to unite the 
gallant band ; at the moment they received 
the welcome order to march they were se- 
parated many leagues in different direc- 
tions from the city. The gay rapidtty of 
the march, the cheerful countenances of 
the officers and men, would have reduced- 
a bejief that some festive entertainment, 
not the strife of battle, was the object to 
which they hastened with so much eager- 
ness and hilarity. In the conflict that en- 
sued, the same spirit was supported, and 
my communications to the executive of the 
United States, have testified the sense I 
entertained of the corps and officers that 
were engaged. Resting on the field of 
battle, they retired in perfect wder on the 
next morning to these lines, destined to 
become the scene of future victories, which 
they were to share with the rest of yoo, 
thy brave companions rn arms. — Rea- 
soning always from false principles the 
enemy expected little opposition from 
men whose officers even Were not in uni- 
form ; who were ignorant of the rules of 
dress, and wno had never been caned into 
discipline — Fatal mistake! a fire inces- 
santly kept up, directed with calmness and' 
with unerring aim, strewed the field witk 
the brave officers and men of the coloum 
which slowly advanced, according to the 
most approved rules of European tactics, 
and was cut down by the untutored age 
of American militia. 
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TO THE FUND-HOLDERS, 

On the supposed approaching war against 
France* 

Of all the classes of people in this 
country you appear to me to hare been, 
and still to be, the most misguided, as to 
ail questions of politics, and especially as 
to the important question of peace or war. 
I will now do my best to enable you to 
judge correctly upon this subject, as far, 
at least, as your interests are more imme- 
diately connected with it. 

Your great characteristic is anxiety 
for the safety of your property; but, 
though self-preservation is the first of na- 
ture's laws, and though, in general, men 
who are alive to little else, are extremely 
alive, and even very skilful, in cases where 
their own interests are at stake, you do 
not appear to me to perceive how your 
interests have been, or how they will be, 
effected by war. You entertain a sort of 
Tague apprehension, that, unless Napo- 
leon be destroyed, you shall have your 
property taken away. You look up to 
the government that is, in your sense of 
the wbrd, to the Mioister for the time be- 
ing, as the guardian of your property. 
Hence you are always found on their side 
on the question of war, or peace. If they 
*ay war, you are for war: if. they say 
peace, you are for peace. 

On the subject of the Corn Bill, you 
were against the Ministers ; because that 
was a question, as you thought, involving 
no danger to your property. But, in fact, 
you were more interested in the passing 
of the Corn Bill than any other class of 
the community ; and, in explaining this 
Memiog paradox to you, I shall, in the 
easiest way, introduce the remarks which 
J propose to make with regard to the ef- 
fect, which war has upon the quality of 
your property, and upon your chances of 
security, or insecurity. 

What yon most desire is, to have the 
interest of your stock regularly paid in 
full, and to prevent any insecurity to your 
capital. Your interest is paid almost 
wholly, andj indeed, entirely, by th$ land \ 



!You will start and swell here, and ask 
whether commerce and manufactures, and 
trades and professions, pay nothing? Yes, 
they do ; but, they pay precisely in pro- 
portion to the prosperity of agriculture. 
That is to say, in proportion to the height 
of prices. If the land, out of which all 
the great receive their increase, and all 
the farmers and all the labourers receive 
their profits and their wages, yield little, 
little can all these pay to tradesmen and 
manufacturers, little will be the profits of 
commerce and of professions. When wheat 
was 2,0s. a bushel, the landlord and the 
farmer had three times as much money to 
lay out as they have now. Hence the pre. 
sent universal out-cry about the dulneis 
of trade; hence the numerous bankrupt- 
cies ; hence the stagnation of commerce 
and manufactures. 

Though, therefore, I agreed most cor- 
dially with you* in your opposition to the 
Corn Bill, the grounds of our opposition 
ware very different indeed. I knew, that 
a Corn Bill was necessary to enable the 
land to pay the sum of ta$t**, demanded 
by the government \ but / wished the svm 
of taxes io be diminish"* Y J shed to 
have CiA-n fJheapj aud of taxes 

not to be diminished. These together 

were impossible. They .could not, and 
they cannot, co-exist. If you are asked, at 
aiw time, what security you have for your 
property, do you not always answer, that 
your security is on the land of the nation? 
Do you not say, that the estates of all 
the land-owners are mortgaged to you $ 
This is a great mistake; for, it is only the 
revenues which are mortgaged to you; 
but, to obviate all difficulty upon this 
score, take it for granted that you have 
a bona fide mortgage upon all the land in 
England. Can it, then, be your interest, 
that the land should be unable to pay 
you your annual demands ? The land, 
upon your own principle is partly yours. 
Can you> then, be gainers by its produce 
being depreciated ? A certain farm, for in- 
stance, pays a hundred pounds a year to* 
wards your annual demands. If produce 
fall so low as to disable this farm from 
U 
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paying yon more than fifty pounds a year, 
how are you to be paid your dividends in 
full ? Hence, it is clear, that the Corn 
Bill was more for your protection than 
for the protection of the farmers, who 
really eats and drinks of his own produce. 
Your expences of living would keep pace 
with the price of the produce of the 
land. In the end, the thing might be the 
same ; buf, if one half of your dividends 
was deducted, on account of the fall in 
the price of produce, you would soon 
discover, that a Corn Bill, or any other 
such measure, was more for your security 
than for that of the farmer. 

But, what is it, which has rendered 
Wgh prices necessary to your security? 
WAR- War, which has augmented the 
taxes on the land, and which land, to be 
able to pay those taxes, must now have a 
hjgh price for its produce. War, there- 
fore, has been your great enemy, and not 
the landlords and farmers, as you have 
been taught to suppose. 

To go no further, therefore, you, above 
all people, ought to regret the renewal 
Of war. You cry out against those who 
jure opposed to war ; you accuse them of 
seditious, and almost, of treasonable mo* 
lives. You call them enemies of law and 
of social order. And for what ? Because 
you look upon war against Napoleon as 
necessary to the security of your 'pro- 
perty. ; when the fact is, as I will now 
proceed to show, that war has been, and 
must be, ruinous to that property, which, 
though no part has been violently seized 
en; which, . though you have still conti- 
nued to receive your dividends to the full 
nominal amount, has imperceptibly passed 
away from you to the amount of more 
than one ha\f of what you really pos- 
sessed'in the year 1792.- Your property 
has passed from your possession in two 
-ways : first in point of credit, or the value 
of the capital ; and next, as to the cur- 
rency in which the interest is paid. This 
will clearly appear from the following 
statement of the price, the settled peace 
price, of three per cent, stock during the 
peace, previous to the first war against the 
Republicans of France, and of the subse- 
quent peace prices. 

In 1792, before the war against France, the 
steady peace jarki ftftke Three per Cents. 

wm ••• « • • - 95 

Horingr the Peace of Amion* in 1802, it was 77 
-After the Peace of Park, in *814, it was » • 66 



This statement exhibits the fall in the 
value of the capital ; the fall in the value 
of any estate in the funds. That which 
was worth 95 pounds, in 1792, was 
worth only 77 pounds in 1802, and only 
66 pounds in 1814. But, far is this view 
of the matter short of the real mark; for 
the currency, in which funds are bought 
and sold has also fallen in as great a pro- 
portion. A guinea is risen to 28 shillings ; 
and , therefore, in real money y a hundred 
three pen cents, at 66, as they were during 
the peace of Paris, last year, were worth 
only 49 pounds ; and y at this moment, 
they are worth only about 44 pounds, la 
the year 1792, the currency in which the 
dividends were paid, and in which funds 
were bought and sold, was equal in value 
to real money. So that, 

Guineas. Shilling*. 
In 179?, yon could haje sold a 

hundred Three per Out*. 

tor 90 1% 

In May, 18T5, you cannot sell 

them for more than- .•••••• 40 19 

Is there any one of you, who cod deny 
these facts ? And, if you cannot, do you 
still look upon those as the enemies of yow 
property, who- wish for peace I Can yoa 
deny, that it is zsrar, which has had this 
alarming effect upon your property I And? 
yet, do you blame those, who are against 
more war f That vile and prostituted 
news-paper, the Times, which you all 
read, sometimes, in drawing a com pari sou 
between the situation of France and Eng- 
land, talks about the comparative price of 
the funds in the two countries ; and takes 
this as a criterion of national prosperity, 
and of the solidity of the government. 
Nothing can be more false than this prin- 
ciple ; but, suppose it to be true. There 
is no such great difference in the price of 
the funds in the two countries at. this 
moment. The French funds are five per 
cents. Our five per cento are at 83 m 
paper ; in real money, they are worth o"7 
pounds. And, we see, that the French 
five per cents are worth, even now 9 C^ 
pounds in real money ; for, in France, it 
19 gold, with which funds are purchased. 
So that^ if you are to weigh public opinion, 
popular confidence^ and the solidity of 
governments in this scale? we have > on 
our side of the water, but little to boast 
of in the comparison, though Fraueo i^ 
at this moment, surrounded by hos%He 
.armies, though she is menaced withv *a 
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invasion by a million of men ill arms, 
and though millions of money are em- 
ployed, in all probability, to excite dis- 
sensions in her cities and provinces. Have 
yon ever seen the matter in this light be» 
fore ? Is it not time, then, for you to 
begin to think ? 

Such is the state, to which you have 
been reduced by the " great statesman 
bow no more" and his successors of both 
factions. Such is the price that you have 
paid for your support of those men and 
their measures. Such is the fruit of those 
wars, which you were told were to secure 
you in the enjoyment of your property; 
wars, which ended in placing the. Bour- 
bons, for eleven months, upon the throne 
of France; in restoring the Pope, the 
Jesuits, and the Inquisition, and in erecting 
Holland and Hanover into kingdoms ; 
wars, the success of which you have joined 
in celebrating ! 

But, now ; if such have been the effects 

of war upon your property ; if, in fact, 

you, who had estates in the funds in 

1792, have lost more than the half of 

those estates, what are you ALL to expect 

as the consequences, to you, of another 

war ? I shall lay out of account all the 

possible dangers from a stoppage of the 

sinking fund, or any other measure, to 

which necessity might drive the minister 

for the time being ; I shall suppose that 

no danger can ever arise to you from 

internal commotions, produced by the 

pressure of war; but, I must assume, and 

I think, you will allow the assumption to 

be correct, that the thing will, at least, 

go on as it has done ; and, of course, that 

your estates in the funds will daily grow 

of less and less value, in proportion as the 

mass of debt is augmented. You are 

quite sure, that war will augment this 

mass ; and, yet, you raise not your voices 

against war, but on the contrary, appear 

to be disappointed, that blood has not 

yet been drawn. 

The certainty that your estates will 
continue to melt away as they have melted, 
i8y one would think, quite sufficient to 
make you deprecate the renewal of war. 
Having lost 50 guineas out of every 90 
guineas that you possessed in 1792, in the 
first restoration of the Bourbons, one 
would think, that you would dread a 
second u success" of the kind as you would 
dread the hour of death. The late wars 
tested 20 fears, exclusive of the peace of 



Amiens. Another 16 years of war, at 
I the same rate , would take away the re- 
maining 40 guineas. So that, even in case 
•f a second u success" you would be 
without a penny. But, it is not thus, that 
the thing would travel. The stone that 
rolls down a hill, even if the surface be 
smooth, goes swifter and swifter as it ap- 
proaches the bottom ; and, if it meet with 
rubs in its way, its bounds add to its 
velocity, til), at last, it comes, at a single 
jump, like a ball from the cannon's 
mouth. So it will be, because, so, from 
the nature of things, it must be with 
funded property, if we now enter on a 
war of any considerable duration. 

To be satisfied of ihe truth of this, you 
have only to look at what has taken place 
in other countries, where there have been 
funding systems, and at the increasing 
force of the Debt in England. Since the 
funding system began, we have had seven 
wars. The debt created by each war is 
as follows : 

1st War, which ended in 1697 ^£21,000,000 

2nd War, which begao in 170S S3,000,000 

3rd War, Ditto 17S9 48,000,000 

4th War, Ditto . 1756 72,000,000 

5th War, Ditto 1775 108,000,000 

6th War, Ditto 1993 297,000,000 

7th War, Ditto 1803 413,000,000 

.£ 992,000,000 

There are perhaps, 30 or 40 millions 
of floating Debt, besides the amount of the 
arrears of the last war ; so that, about 
eight years of war would, in all human 
probability, bring the Debt to 1600 mil- 
lions, at which point it would render the 
funds possessed in 1792 worth nothing at 
all. But, the thing would hardly pro- 
ceed; it would hardly get a.long, at any 
rate, to this length. An addition of three 
or four hundred millions, is, probably, as 
much as it would bear, before the whole 
thing would be blown up ; for,by that time, 
the price of the guinea would \>e so high,. 
a,nd the alarm would become so great, on 
your part, that you would sell your stock 
at any price, till, at last, there would be 
nobody to purchase. 

Is not this the natural march of your 
property? Is there any one of you, who 
will set his face against the facts, which I 
have stated ? If wars have gone on ad- 
ding to the Debt in the above manner, 
why should not the same take place again? 
If the value of your estates has fallen, in 
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the proportion of from 90 to 40, daring 
the creation of 700 millions of Debt, will 
not another 5 or 600 millions take away 
the whole of your estates ? If you caunot 
find any answer to these statements; if 
they be true, and' you are obliged to ac- 
knowledge them to be true, why should 
ydu shut your eyes to your danger? Is it 
the part of wise men; is it the part of 
men of common sense, to act thus ? 

The calamity of which I have been 
speaking, I mean your total ruin, is to be 
prevented; but, it is to be prevented solely 
by peace and economy ; that is, by getting 
rid of all the heavy expences, except that 
of the National Debt. If all the other ex- 
penceswere reduced to the standard of 
1792 ; if the Army, the Navy, the Civil 
List, were brought down to the state of 
that year, the interest of the Debt might 
stilt be paid, and that, too, without a Corn 
Bill. It is, therefore, for peace and eco- 
nomy that you ought to petition, instead of 
joining in the cry of war, and in the abuse 
of those who have endeavoured, and- are 
still endeavouring, to prevent that cala- 
mity, a great one to us all, but te you a 
thousand times greater than to any other 
class of the community. Wm. Cobbett. 

Botley> i6th May, 18i5. 



Letter VIII. 
To tiie.Earl op Liverpool. 

On the Naval Force of the United States 
of America, 
My Lord, — From the beginning, and 
before the beginning, of the late war wijh 
America, I thought it my duty to warn 
you, that, one of the consequences of that 
war would be the creating of a great Na- 
▼al Force in that country. I endeavoured 
to describe to you the immense means of 
America for such a purpose. Her fine 
rivers, bays, and harbours ; her excellent 
ship-builders, her hemp, iron,, pitch, and 
timber, all of her own produce ; and, abbve 
all, her matchless seamen. Of the truth 
of this account you and your colleagues 
must, by this time, be pretty well con- 
vinced; but, I cannot help quoting, and 
addressing to you, a paragraph from the 
* Times newspaper of the 16th instant, in 
£he following words : — " Extract of a let- 
* ter from Philadelphia, dated the 17th 
u of March i — i Congress have at length 
r t 5 determined to have a navy — a Bill has 
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passed the Legislature, appointing a 
Navy Board. Commodores Hull, Bain- 
bridgc, and Rodgers, it is expected, wilV 
be appointed Admirals, and put hrcom- 
mission. A very powerful fojee*, under 
the command of Commodore Bainbridge, 
is now fitting out for Algiers : ft will con- 
sist of tzco nets 74-gun ships, five fri- 
gates, and fen sloops of war. If I am 
not mistaken, the Algerfnes, will rue the 
day when they provoked the vengeance 
of our tars. -The Guerriere, under the 
command of Morgan, sailed from this 
port yesterday for New York, where she 
is to be joined by the Constellation and 
Java frigates, from the Chesapeake, and 
the United States and Macedonian from 
Long Island Sound : these frigates, with 
six sloops of war, form the first division 
against Algiers, and it,is said that 2,000 
of Brown's rifle veterans will go with the * 
squadron. The whole nation is decided 
for a navy: the Pennsylvania, a 74-gun 
ship, will be launched at this place in the 
month of May. Large quantities of 
timber are daily brought down the JDela-' 
ware and Sohuyllkill for ship building. 
It is no more extraordinary than true, 
with what dispatch they buifd ships of 
war in this country. The Peacock, of 
18 guns, was built at Newbury Port in 
18 working days! The Wasp was built 
at New York in 2§ days ! The Superior, 
Commodore Chauncy's flag-ship, of 64 
guns, on Lake Ontario, took up only 30 
days from the laying of her keel until 
she had all her guns on board, and was 
ready for a cruize. It is said Congress 
intend to have the frames of the Lake 
: squadron removed to the Atlantic, 1 — 
Now, what does your Lordship think of 
this ? Do yon think, that it indicates any- 
thing of that desire, of which you were 
pleased to speak some time ago, on the 
part of the American people to put them- 
selves under the protection of his Majesty** 
government? Or, <\o you now begin to 
think with me, that it indicates the speedy 
appearance of an American Fleet of 20 
ships of the line and as many frigates on 
the Ocean ? Really, my Lord, this is of 
far greater consequence to us, and to the 
world, than the erecting of Hanover aod 
Holland into kingdoms. The u rcgul&r 
government *' of Algiers will now find, I 
dare say, that it must change its course ; 
but, the American Navy will not be em- 
ployed solely against this very " regtUusr 
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government" It will, and it must, make • 
a figure, in the world, h must act a great 
part* Four years will swell it to a re- 
spectable size. Before th«* end of that 
time, if we have war with France, I pre- 
dict, that we shall see an American fieot 
of great force, carrying its "bits ofsU'iptd 
bunting" across ihe Atlantic. 

Jt is for you, my Lord, who are a states- 
man and a prime minister, and for your 
bright colleague, who has recently returned 
from Vienna; it is for you, and not for 
me, to say precisely what will be the con- 
sequences of this very important change 
in the naval power of the world ; but, as it 
13 a Yankey subject, I will venture to 
guess, that the friendship of Jonathan 
will soor begin to be courted by every 
nation who has either ships or commerce; 
And, that, even already, some of them has 
their eye upon alliances to be fonned with 
him, in order to deprive us of the power 
of exercising a mastership on the high 
*eas. At present the main use that I 
would make of -the above information, is, 
to urge it on you as a reason for remaining 
at peace with France. I do not want to 
see an American newspaper to kpow what 
the people in that country will think of 
the threatened war in Europe. I know 
they will not have patience to read on? 
single article in the Times newspaper with- 
out throwing it down, .and crying out for 
more slups to be built and manned. The 
war ended in a way to provoke and at the 
same time to encourage them. The past, 
<he future, resentment, glory ; every thing 
•will concur in favouring wishes for a new 
contest ; and, though they build ships 
*ery quickly in peace, they would do it 
more quickly in war. 

Some will say, that, seeing this danger, 
*ve ought, without delay, to fall upon Na- 
jwleon, and to destroy him, conquer 
Jfrance, and ©urn or capture all her fleet, 
'before the Americans have time to build a 
jarge fleet. Yes, if you could be sure of 
doing all this in the course of this summer. 
But, if you should fail. Failure is possi- 
ble. It is -sufficient for us to know, that 
it is possible. We may, indeed, do all 
that is wished ; but, we may be obliged to 
jrome to a peace without doing any part of 
it; nay, we may^ as in the war of 1793, 
xlraw the French armies out of France to 
over-run our allies. Louis le Desire 
ascribes the former successes of Napoleon 
to providence, who permitted him, for 



awhile, to make conquests. But, as Pro- 
vidence has permitted him to come back to 
France, and even to put out the Bourbons, ' 
why may not Providence permit him, in 
case France is attacked, first to defend 
her, and then to sally forth in pursuit of 
her assailauts? 

If this should be the case, I think we 
may rely upon seeing the American Admi- 
rals in our seas ; and, therefore, this 
should coma in as an item in our esti- 
mates of the consequences of war, if uow 
made against France. With a stout Ame- 
rican fleet at sea, our West India Colonies^ 
and the Azores^ .belonging to our. ally, 
Portugal, would be in any thing but a sa-* 
tisfactory state. In short, it would re- 
quire fifty ships of the line and fifty fri- 
gates to defend them all. The Slave 
Trade would soon be at an end, and the 
whole face of the naval and commercial 
world would be changed. The fleets of 
France would revive. Example, emula- 
tion, have powerful effects* I beg you to 
think well, and iu time, of these things. 
I beg you to take your eyes, for a little, 
from Hanover and Belgium, and to cast 
them on the other side oi the Atlantic, 
where you will see what is much more 
dangerous to England than is the army of 
Napoleon, numerous and brave a.a that 
army may -be. 

1 am, &c. » Wm. Cobbxtt. 

Botley, 17lhMuy, 1815. 

P. S. On looking over a file of Ame- 
rican papers, which have just reached me, I 
find the following official letter from the 
Secretary of the Navy, to the Committee 
of ways and means of the House of Re- 
presentatives. It clearly shews, that 
46 the encouragement and gradual increase 
u of the navy (as observed by the National 
u Intelligencer) is now a national senti- 
" ment :"— 

Navy Department, Feb. 28th, 1815. 

Sir — In compliance with your: j 
I have the honour tolnursmit an estimat 
of the expences 4ff the navy, reduced to 
the demands of an establishment, accom- 
modated to all the effects of the peace with 
Great Britafn, but ui the same lime to 
provide for the protection of our commerce 
against the actual hostility of the Dey of 
Algiers. An act that proposes the reduction 
of any part of <the naval force, is naturally 
accompanied with a grateful recollection of 
the service zchicfi that force has rendered 
to the nation* In the first movements of 
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the late watf, the achievements of the navy 
excited admiration and confidence through- 
out the United States^ shedding a lasting 
splendour upon the American arms. Vic- 
tory has invariably been the result of our 
naval combats with an equal force ; and 
even when the surrender to a superior 
force has proved unavoidable, it must be 
acknowledged by the world) that those who 
have gained the shij), have not always 
gained the glory of the battle. Co-ope- 
Tating with their brave and patriotic bre- 
thren of the army, the officers and crews 
of the American vessels of war have 
greatly contributed to the honourable 
- restoration of peace ; and whatever may 
be the general policy of reducing the naval 
establishment, it must be universally a 
favourite object to secure for those meri- 
torious citizens a participation in the bles- 
sings which they have conferred upon their 
country. Permit me, Sir,' to take this op- 
portunity of recommending to your atten- 
tion the bill which has received the sanc- 
tion of the Senate, for creating the ran^ 
of Admiral in our naval service. Thfe 
measure is suited to the existing na?al es- 
tablishment, and appears to be necessary, 
not only as the means of furnishing eom- 
manders of proper rank for our squadrons, 
but as the means of bestowing professional 
distinction and reward upon the distin- 
guished veterans of the navy. It has been 
seen and lamented, that for want of this 
grade of command, the gallantry of a sub- 
ordinate officer could be rewarded by 
promotion, while his gallant superior 
officer mast remain stationary. The 
protection of commerce against the hos- 
tilities of the Dej of Algiers will re- 
quire that a strong squadron should 
be stationed, as soob as practicable, 
in the Mediterranean. The Algerine 
naval force is believed to consist of four 
frigates, four corvettes, four sloops of war, 
^!*d twenty- gun-boats ; but these vessels 
will be covered afid aided by the powerful 
batteries which defend the harbour of 
Algiers. To secure success io our opera- 
tions, therefore, and to command the ge- 
neral respect of the Barbary powers, it is 
proposed, that the American squadron 
shall consist of two seventy-fours, six fri- 
gates, three sloops of war, and six or eight 
small armed vessels; and an estimate 
of the e^pence of the expedition ac- 
companies this communication. If, how- 
ever, congress should not contemplate 
It maritime war against Algiers, antf 



should not be disposed to increase the 
naval establishment, a different course 
must be pursued. The three seventy- 
fours (of which two may be soon com- 
pleted for sea, at a small additional 
expence) should be perfected in their guns 
and equipments, and laid up in ordinary 
so as to be ready for service upon the first 
emergency. — Four frigates should always 
be manned and ready for sea ; and should 
be deemed to be in actual service^ together 
with four sloops of war, four small armed 
vessels (to be principally employed as dit* 
patch vessels) and two gun-boats in each 
principal port. The flotilla may be dis- 
charged, and the gun-boats (with the ex* 
ception provided for) and the barges may 
be generally laid up or sold, as the presi- 
dent may deem most expedient. The 
ships and vessels on the lakes, or on the 
stocks for the lake service, may also be 
laid up, or sold, as the president shall di- 
rect. But it is respectfully suggested that 
no greater reduction of our naval estate 
lishment ought at this time to take place* 
The destinies of the nation appear to be 
intimately connected with her maritime 
power and prosperity — and as the creation 
of a navy is not a work to be quickly per- 
formed^ it seems necessary not only to 
cherish our existing resources, but to 

AUGMENT THEM GRADUALLY AND STEA- 
DILY. The purchase of timber, the cast- 
ing of guns, and the collection of all other 
materials for building and equipping vessels 
of war, at safe and convenient places, are 
objects of the greatest importance ; and 
the actual construction of at least one 
seventy-four and two frigates, is recom- 
mended upon . principles of economy as 
well as policy. Smaller vessels of war can 
be built as the occasions occur, but these 
require time and care. Contracts for a 
supply of two hundred heavy cannon to 
be delivered at New York, Boston, or 
Portsmouth (which afford at all times an 
outlett to the ocean) might be advantage- 
ously formed. To these general views, I 
beg leave to add that an appropriation, for 
the purchase of the vessels captured by 
Commodore Macdanough on Lake Cham* 
plain is necessary ; and, as the estimated 
value cannot be now ascertained, the ap» 
propriation may be made for such sura aa 
shall be settled and agreed upon, with the 
approbation of the president. I have the 
honour to be, very respectfully, &c. 

P. W% CBQWNI»8H*E$.p. 
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NOTTINGHAM. 
The following documents will show, 
that the people of this public spirited town 
have wished to assemble, in a peaceable 
and orderly manner, under their^ Magis- 
trates, to petition against the rcne&al of 
the war, which wish has been opposed by 
the Mayor. These documents, which I 
insert with all the names attached to them 
as a mark of ray respect for the towu of 
Nottingham, will speak for themselves; 
hut, I cannot refrain from making tt re- 
mark or two. — The Mayor refuses to 
«all a Meeting, on account, as he says, of 
" the unsettled state of the public mind." 
Why, what is that to the purpose ? The 
people's meeting, discussing the great sub- 
ject of peace or war, and proposing a pe- 
tition, is, one would suppose, the best 
possible way of settling the public mind. 
What ! Then this Gentlemen would, 
I suppose, never have another election', 
for, then, it is notorious, that the public 
mind is unsettled ; unless, indeed, he 
would have, as in the rotten Boroughs, all 
the matter snugly settled before-hand. — 
He will suffer the people to sneak into 
the Town -Hal I to sign a petition. That 
is, he will suffer them to sign that which 
not a fiftieth part of them can have an op- 
portunity of reading. If the petition had 
been proposed at a public meeting, not 
only would it have been read aloud, to the 
people ; not only would they have heard 
what it was that they were about to sign, 
but, they would have been made ac- 
quainted with all the facts and arguments 
for and against it : they would have been 
in possession of the reasons for doing that 
which they were about to do. — What, then, 
can have been the true cause of this refu- 
sal ? We shall probably be informed of 
it hereafter. 

4C TO THE INHABITANTS OP NOTTINGHAM 
AN1> ITS VICINITY* 

" It having been stated, in the Review 
*f last week, from proper authority, that 
a REQUISITION had been presented to 
John* Abhwbll, Esq. Mayor, the purport 
of which was to convene a PUBLIC 
MEETING, at Guildhall, to consider 
of the propriety and necessity of PETI- 
TIONING the PRINCE REGENT, 
and the HOUSE of COMMONS, on the 
impending War with France ; the Com- 
mittee engaged in this affair, convinced of 
the high importance of the subject, feel it 
a momentous duty, which the/ otfe to 



their fellow townsmen and to themselves, 
to publish the Requisition to the Mayor, 
and also the Correspondence which has 
ensued thereon ; so that the Public may 
be thorougly enabled to form a correct 
opinion of the conduct of the parties con- 
cerned in this matter. The inhabitants of 
the town and its vicinity are respectfully 
informed, that this business is not aban- 
doned, but will be pursued by the Gom- 
mi t tee, with all the ardour and ability 
of which they are possessed ; and in a 
mode which they conceive, under existing 
circumstances, best calculated to produce 
the desired effect. 

By order of the Committee.' 

Nottingham, May 5tu, 1815. 

a To Jons Ashweel, Esq. Mayor. 

" Sir.— We the undersigned housekeepers of 
the towu and county of the town of Nottingham, 
most respectfully solicit you to call a PUBLIC 
MEETING of the inhabitants' thereof, at the 
first convenient opportunity, to take into consi- 
deration the propriety aud necessity of PETI- 
TIONING HIS ROYAL HIGHNESS THE 
PRINCE REGENT, and also the Commons 
House of Parliament, against involving this 
country, unnecessarily, in a War with France, 
because that nation, in imitation of our im- 
mortal forefathers, has thought right to choose a 
Government consistent with its own will.* 
Richard Allrott 8amuel Doableaajr 

John Bryan W. BTackweH 

Robert Smith Henry Leaver c 

Nathaniel Nead, Jun. Richard Sibert 
Jonathan Dnnn J. Norweb 

James Wright "William Daft 

George Bradley John Blackner 

Samuel Cartledge John Roberta 

George Johnson John Sands 

John Kendall Thomas Yatet 

E. B. Robinson Charles Heald 

James Smith Robert Webstet 

Samson Walker George White 

John Leaver Henry Crosa 

JobnLightfoot E. Miltigan 

Christopher Renshaw John Woodward 
John Wood Samuel Holland 

Thomas Marshall William Page 

John Hensbaw Isaac Meats 

James Harriman Joseph Thorpe 

Robert Sewel Maples William Baldock 
John Parker William Mason 

John Dalby James Edwaris 

John Wood. Carles Clarke 

William Biggs B. Hind 

Samuel Beardsky James Saxby 

John Greaves Edmund Hart 
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M TO MR. CLAY TOW. 

o «« Nottingham, April 29, 1815. 

* SiR~-I have, in conformity with my promise 
to you, laid the Requisition I had the honour to 
receive, hefore my brother Magistrates, at a 
meeting last night j and after mature deliberation, 
they are of opinion with myself, in the present 
unsettled state of the public mind, it would be 
better to avoid a Town Meeting npon this occa- 
sion.— If, however, the use of the Guildhall, for 
the purpose of having Petitions lay there to re- 
ceive signatures, would be desirable, it is quite at 
the service of the gentlemen who conduct this 
business. I am, Sir, your obedient servant, 

•* John Ashwell, Mayor." 

" TO JOHN ASHWELL, ESQ. MAYOR. 

lt Sir— I have had the honour to receive your 
letter, which I shall lay before the Committee this 
afternoon; should they decide on a public meet- 
jnc, wHl you be kind enough to say whether yon 
will permit them to have the use of the Guildhall 
s for that purpose. Waiting your reply, I am. Sir, 
yourt &c. " J. Clayton." 

* TO MR. CLAYTON. 

" Sir— In answer to your letter, the Hall will 
be occupied on Tuesday,Wednesday, and Friday, 
Sn the next week. I am your obedient servant, 

• u J. ASHWELL.** 

* TO JO rt If ASHWELL, ESQ. MAYOR. 

14 Sir*— I had the pleasure of receiving your 
esteemed favour of the 29th instant, which was 
laid before the Gentlemen who signed the Requi- 
sition, for their consideration : they are extremely 
sorry to observe that the Guildhall will be occu- 
pied on Tuesday, &c. so as to deprive them of 
the opportunity of meeting in that place, (or the 
sole purpose of considering the propriety of ad- 
dressing the Prince Regent and the House of 
Commons on the impolicy of interfering with the 
internal attain* or i emulations which France may 
chiise to adopt as to her form of Government or 
Ruler, and not to involve thi* country again in 
War, with all ita evils, unless for objects truly 
national. Will you, therefore, be kind enough to 
state explicitly, whether on a subject so highly 
important, and a proceeding so truly constitu- 
tional, any pi otectioti or countenance may be ex- 
pected from the Magistrates. &c. should a Public 
Meeting take place (iu the town), or whether 
snch a proceeding wonld meet with opposition *, 
I can ashore you it i* not the wi«h of the persons 
concerned in'tiiis business to disturb the repose 
of the town, &c. Waiting your reply, I remain, 
Sir, your most obedient 'servant) • 

" Nottingham, Afayl, 1815." .* J, Clayton." 



*' TO MR. CLAYTON 

« Nottingham, *& May, 1815. 
" Sin—I am not aw*ic that your note of the 
first instant requires ftpm me any particular an- 
swer. It is the duty of Magistrates to preserve 
the public peace always, and to the proper dis- 
charge of this duty, the attention and exertions 
of the Magistrate* of Nottingham, I hope, will be 
always fuund directed. I am jour moit humble 
servant, 4< Joi?^ Ashwell." 

" TO JOHN ASHWELL, ESQ. MAYOR. 

" SiR— I have received your letter this after* 
noon, and, I must confess, the contents of it d* 
not a little surprise me, as it neither con 'aim a 
candid or explicit answer to My letter ^f. the 1st 
iustaut: I did not require of you to point out the 
duty of magistrates, &c. ; every man of cammoD 
capacity must know the line of conduct marked 
out for them, by the law of the land, and 
if that was more observed, less trouble wonld ac- 
crue ha the conducting of Constitutional or Pofc- 
lic Meetings ; not, it appears, the voice of th# 
people is neither to be heard nor respected, either 
by one power or the other, but that their suffer- 
ings and calamities must be endured without a 
murmur or a sigh. I presume you cannot forget 
the Public Meeting that took place inspecting 
the Corn Bill, at which you bad the honour of 
presiding, and, I have no doubt, yon will recol- 
lect the manly and correct conduct of it, and 
which you so highly complimented and com* 
mended, and the pledge you gave, to call any 
future Public Meeting conducted on the pore 
principles of the Constitution; and can that pro- 
raise be so easily broken! particularly by the 
Chief Magistrate! whose conduct and expres* 
sions ought to be as clear as the sun at noon day, 
without ambiguity. A respectable Requisition 
was handed to you, signed by persons, if not rich* 
or possessing great talent, they were honest to 
their country, and friends of the greatest of tries*, 
sing?, peace! and the cau*e of humanity; there- 
fore, in my, humble opinion, it became your im- 
perious duty to have called a Public Meeting, 
being considered (as far as expressions go) the 
supporter and advocate of the cause of youx 
country. If, Sir, you will give me a direct an- 
swer to my last letter, 1 shall feel obliged ; in the 
mean time, I remain, Sir, jrour obedient humble 
servant, N "J.* Clayton. » 

" Nottingham, May 2, 1815, 

It appears that no reply was returned 
by the .Mayor of Nottingham to Mr. Clay? 
ton's urgent and constitutional request 
Determined, however, not to abandon 
their purpose, the Committee in name of 
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those citizens who signed the requisition, 
caused the following address to be printed 
and circulated : 

*i, Fellow Townsmen and Country- 
men — The present moment is awfully por- 
tentous ; dismally dark clouds hang over 
our country, pregnant with unheard of 
misery and woe to ourselves and future 
generations, the mere description of which 
however faintly drawn, would horrify 
minds the least susceptible of generous 
sentiments, would melt hearts the most 
obdurate: but we will not harrow feel- 
ings, already sufficiently wounded, by at- 
tempting to pourtray such direful calami- 
ties as must necessarily result from a re- 
newed course of warfare with France; 
without having one legitimate object to 
stimulate us to the adoption of such adei* 
perate measure ; for desperate it must be 
considered by all, (of whatever political 
opinion,) who look at the financial diffi- 
culties of this nation, tome forward, 
therefore, fellow countrymen, and exercise 
your rights — be obedient to the imperious 
calls of duty — use every constitutional 
effort of which you are possessed, to pre- 
vent the vessel of your country from being 
driven in the gathering tempest; and then, 
fhould the Government of the nation be 
ao infatuated as to plunge you into all the 
horrors of war, you will, amid all your 
galling sufferings, be exempt from those 
bitter reflections which mast ever attend 
an accusing conscience. — You are respect- 
fully informed, that under existing circum- 
stances, the Committee, who continue to 
manage this business, consider it an act of 
prudence, and not of submission, to decline 
calling a pubjic Meeting. They there- 
fore, lay before you, for your approval, 
the following RESOLUTIONS and PE- 
TITIONS which they intended to offer, 
bad .a public Meeting been called by the 
Mayor, in conformity to the requisition 
presented to him, and which was pub- 
lished last week in the Nottingham Re- 
view, and in hand-bills, together with the 
correspondence produced by such applica- 
tion. — A Petition to the Prince Regent, 
and another to the House of Commons, 
will be laid for signatures, at a shop in 
Smithy-row, lately in the occupation of 
Mr. Darby, to-morrow, from ten o'clock 
in the morning to seven in the evening, 
and will continue to be open for a week. 
The ado]t male inhabitants of this town 
and its vicinity, who are the FRIENDS 



of PEACE, and the admirers of the prin- 
ciples of our excellent Constitution, it is 
hoped, will come forward as one man, 
and affix their names to those Petitions. — 
By order of the* Committee, 

John Greaves, jun. Secretary. 
Wednesday Morning, May lOtli, 1815. 

RESOLUTIONS. 

Resolved 1. That as war is the extremity of 
evil, uo nation should engage therein until alt 
lawful and honourable meant to avert it have 
been tried, and proved unavailing. 

ft. That every nation has an indisputable right 
to choose its own Government; and that a war 
commenced and prosecuted by any other nation 
with a view to the annihilation of such choice, is - 
mo<t unjust ; became it it contrary both to the 
law of nature and of nation*, to the avowed prao* 
tice of the civilized world, and to the very prin- 
ciples which exalted the House of Brunswick to 
the Throne of these realms. Therefore tbi* 
Meeting regards with horror and dismay, the hos- 
tile preparations now makiug; the professed de- 
sign of which is, to compel the French natioo, by 
force of arms, to dethrone the Sovereign of their 
choice, and to impose upon them another, to 
whom it appears they have a complete, radical* 
national objection. 

3. That this Meeting not only sees, but feels, 
the heartrending calamities which the late wars 
have entailed upon this country : — Trade, com- 
merce, and manufacture scarcely exist : nothiog 
present themselves for observation and contempla- 
tion, among the trading, commercial, and manu- 
facturing part of the community, but ruiu, 
wretchedness, and woe. 

The National Debt has been increased in a 
four-fold degree, and now requires no less sum 
than thirty millitns sterling to pay the common 
interest, with an addition of public expenditure 
to the annual amount of twenty millions more, 
even on the supposition of this country enjoying 
universal peace. 

4. That in the opinion of this Meeting, it would 
be highly chimerical, impolitic, and most ini- 
guitously unjnst to the people of this country, for 
the Government thereof to plunge them iuto re* 
oewed warfare for any other objects than those 
truly national, probable in their acquirement* 
and of sufficient magnitude and importance to 
compensate this nation for the sacrifices and 
sufferings naturally resulting therefrom. 

5. That from the pre-eminent station whick 
Great Britain holds in the scale of nations, this 
Meeting believes that her efforts to preserve, 
the present peace would not he ineffectual* . > 
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. 4S» That the effects which the late wan pro- 
duced on this town aud neighbourhood were 
suost lamentably afflicting; the poor-rates were 
increased in an eight-fold degree, aod more than 
one-sixth of its population received parochial aid. 
. 7. That this. Meeting present an address and 
petition to Ins Royal Highness tlie Prince Re- 
gent, praying that he will not interfere by war 
pr otherwise, with the internal affairs of France, 
and that the said petition be transmitted to the 
Right Hon. Lord Grenville, requesting lam to 
present it to his Royal Highness. 

8. That this Meeting do also present an addres* 
and petition to the Honourable the House of 
Commons, praying that they will not grant any 
supplies for the purpose of subsidising foreign 
powers to enable them to go to war with France, 
and that this petition be forwarded to John 
Smith, Esq. and Lord Rancliffe, the two Members 
for the town, with a request that they will, upon 
presenting the same, came it to be read, and sup- 
port the prayer thereof. 

' 9. Tlirtt the thanks of this Meeting be given to 
John Smith, Esq. onr worthy representative, for 
Irat independent, steady, and persevering conduct 
in Parliament. 

1 10 That this Meeting cannot but regret the 
long absence of oar other worthy representative, 
iJord Rancliffe, from his Parliamentary duty. 

ADDRESS TO THE PRINCE OF WALES, REGENT 
OF THE CN1TED KINGDOM OF GREAT BRITAIN 
' AND IRELAND. 

The bumble, dutiful, and loyal Address and 
Petition of the inhabitants of the town and 
comity of the town of Nottingham, and its vici- 
nity. 

May it plmse your Royal Highness — We, bis 
Majt sty's dutiful and loyal subjects, the inhabi- 
tants of the town and county of the town of Not- 
tingham, and its vicinity, respectfully approach 
your Royal Highness, with harrowed feelings of 
the most poignant grief :— feelings which we 
liave not heretofore endured ; although onr pri- 
vations, sacrifices, <aad sufferings, for the last 
twenty yeans are unparalleled in the annals of our 
Country . We beg most ardently to impress on 
4he mind of your Royal Highness, that, however 
Jttst, wise, and politic, the late wars may have 
6een considered in their respective origin and 
duration, that the effects resulting therefrom, on 
bfs Majesty's loyal subjects, were, and are, most 
grievously afflicting. After such unequalled 
sacrifices of blood and treasure, what national 
advantage* might we not have expected? But 
she lamentable reverse is the tact : —Trade and 
commerce are annihilated ;— ottr merchants rain- 
cdj—ouf artisans pauperised* We. would not 



presume to dictate to your Royal Highness, but 
to state constitutionally to you, our opinions and. 
feelings. Hence the mighty warlike prepara- 
tions now making, which fill our minds with pain* 
ful anxiety, impel us to declare, that we think it 
the imperative duty of this country, not to wage 
war with France, (particularly when me consider 
the state of our finances) without it be tor objects 
purely national, likely to be obtained, and com- 
mensurate with its consequent calamities :— cala- 
mities, the mere contemplation of which strike 
us with horror. It is so repugnant to our feel- 
ing* — so contrary to the dictates of justicey— to 
the Constitution of our country,— to the prac* 
tice of onr forefathers, — to the very principles 
which placed your august ranriry on the throne, 
and, above all, to that princely declaration, so 
honourable to your understanding and your 
heart, made by your Royal Highness, when you 
were invested with Regal Authority ,~ta,at " the 
Crown was a sacred trust, to be held only tor the 
welfare and happiness of the people;** — that we 
could not for a moment have entertained a thought, 
were it not for that most object ionable Declara- 
tion made by the Plenipotentiaries of the Allied 
Sovereigns, bearing date the lSth of March, (ami 
also the Treaty of the 15th of the same month.) 
1815, together with the hostile attitude which 
Europe has since assumed, that your Royal High- 
ness would coalesce with those Monarchs on the 
Continent, to prevent by force of arms, or other- 
wise, the French people from retaining that So* 
rerefgrt and forming that Government which are 
the objects of their choice. We, therefore, most 
respectfully implore your Royal Highness, that 
your Royal Highness will not interfere, by war, 
or o titer wise, with the internal affairs of France* 
And we further implore'your Royal Highness, 
that no measures may be adopted by this country,, 
to impede any friendly communications, that may 
be offered from that nation. And your peo> 
tioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray* 

PETITION TO THE COMMONS OF GREAT BRITAIN 
AND IRELAND IN PARLIAMENT ASSEMBLED. 

The humble Petition of the inhabitants of Not* 
tingham and its vicinity. 

9b6weth*-That your Petitioners cannot view, 
but with sentiments of most fearful apprebetsaioa* 
the extensive preparations making by the Go- 
vernment of this country, for an apparent re- 
newal of war with France ; nor can they avoid 
expressing their regret* at seeing tbemaelYC* 
likely to be plunged once more into all the cala- 
mities, distresses, and privations, attendant apom 
warfare, with no other object than that of uphold* 
log the interests of a dynasty twice declared by 
the people unworthy to reign;— for bo uoWee* 
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purpose than that of controlling a great nation 
in the choice of its ruler— a system of policy, 
which your Petitioners humbly conceive, is, in 
4frect.oppositiou to principles recognised by oar 
excellent Constitution at the Revolution of 1688, 
and publicly avowed by the Prince Regent, viz. 
" that the Crown i» held only iu trust for the 
benefit of the people," and calculated, in their 
opinion, to subvert public liberty, destroy na- 
tional independence, degrade civilized society, 
mud e*tabli*b in Europe, once more, the darkness 
of the middle ages, and the tyranny of feudal 
laws. And further, that your Petitioner* looking 
to your Honourable Home as the depositary of 
their liberties, .and the guardians of their proper- 
ties, do most earnestly entreat your Honourable 
Home to withhold .«uch supplies of money and 
men, as may be demanded by the Executive, for 
the purpose of carrying on this premeditated war, 
nutil it ha» been satisfactorily shewn, that all at- 
tempts to arrange honourable terms with the 
Emperor Napoleon are impracticable and unavail- 
ing: and your Petitioners are further induced to 
dwell upon this point, from a conviction that no 
positive good is likely to arise tp this country, nor 
any permanent repose to Europe, from an attempt 
to impose a Government oo the French people by 
force of arms. Nor can your Petitioners refrain 
from calling the attention of your Honourable 
House to the direful calamities which have 
flowed in upon the inhabitants of these kingdoms 
from the late sanguinary and expensive wars, 
undertaken upon the same unjust and chimerical 
principles as that now projected, and which, in 
its effects upon this country, has pauperised its 
labouring classes, loosened the foundation of pub- 
He credit, annihilated its manufacturing conse- 
quence, increased its taxation to an insurmount- 
able degree, and swelled the national debt to an 
amount that threatens the stability of our politi- 
cal Institutions ; whilst its consequences to this 
town and neighbourhood, in a local point of view, 
are now severely felt in the diminution of their 
trade, the alarming increase of poor rates, and 
the vast accumulation of misery in every >>hspe, 
by which they are surrounded, in the midst of a 
population destitute of employment, and goaded 
to despair, by the apparent hopeless state Of their 
condition: it does, therefore, appear to yonr 
Petitioners, that under such circumstances, for 
the Government to enter agaiu upon hostilities, 
(unless for fhe acquirement of great national 
objects, commensurate in advantage with the 
sacrifice made for their attainment,) would dis- 
play a contempt for the sufferings of the people, 
a violation of public justice, an indifference to 
the voice of humanity, inconsistent with the cha- 



racter of Parliament, incompatible with every 
idea of representative Government, and portend- 
ing imminent danger to the future liberties and 
bappiuess of Englishmen. Apprehensions we 
cannot but experience, when contemplating the 
marked disregard of public opinion recently ma- 
nifested _by your Honourable House on the ques- 
tion of the Corn Lswb, and the attempt now 
making to revive that odious and inquisitorial 
impost, the Tax upon Income* Your Petitioners 
do, therefore, again most forcibly entreat that 
your Honourable House will, on this occasion, 
suffer the voice of justice and hnmauity to pre* 
vail,' and that in the discharge of your Parlia- 
mentary duties as the Commons of Great Britain 
and Ireland, yon will withhold the grant of any 
subsidy or loan to any foreign power, or any sup* 
ply of money or men, asked by the Executive at 
home, until such demand shall have been clearly 
proved to be necessary for the upholding of our 
country's honour— for the defence of our acknow- 
ledged rights, or the maintenance of our national 
independence. And your Petitioners will ever 
pray. 

*m urn i ■■ il l i i n il l 

The necessity of War with Feance. 

Mr. Cobbett— The return of Napoleon 
to France has imparted fresh vigour to 
your pen in defence of peace, and, what 
you are pleased to call, the principles of 
civil, political, and religious freedom. 
Fearful of your influence over the public 
mind, and anxious to see unanimity pre- 
vails Jn this country, respecting the war 
with France, I venture to address you on 
the subject, relying on your candour for 
its insertion in your Register. We can- 
not, Sir, make peace with Napoleon. — 
We are a religious nation.—- Bibles and 
missions to the Heathen is the cry amongst 
us. — We are making the most extraordi- 
nary efforts to proselytize the world to 
our holy and peaceable religion. — Bona- 
parte is an unbeliever I What fellowship 
hath light with darkness ? What part hath 
he who believeth with an infidel ? What t 
shall we, who have so much regard for tjie 
souls of Hindoos and Africans have no 
concern for those of our French neigh- 
bours I Shall we suffer an infidel to reign 
over them ? — But if we have no regard for 
them, let us at least take care of ourselves* 
France is a very near neighbour : she pub- 
lishes what she pleases respecting religion* 
Alas I let us fear the .contagion of her in- 
fidel principles more. than, ever, and let us 
war against Napoleon their patron, till we 
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have placed once again on his throne the 
religious Louis the 18th. What are the 
sacrifices x>f a million of lives, and two or 
three hundred millions of treasure, com- 
pared with the blessed comforts of reli- 
gion ? — \\ hat is the general distress of our 
country compared with the pleasure of 
fighting 4; the monster Bonaparte?" Do 
pot call this stale and stupid reasoning. 
France is note much in the situation she 
pas when • Europe began her first most 
just ,and necessary war against her ; and 
the same an>uineuts which were then used 
by the allied powers in their justification, 
may be now employed in defence of their 
inteuded invasion of that country. There 
was a time, it is true, when that system 
of religion which Louis the 18th sought to 
revive in France, was reviled by us. We ri- 
diculed the cr dulity of the French people 
and their devotion to their priests. But now 
yre find t!j> leligion is so intimately con- 
. uected Wftii ih^ principles of social order, 
that it has become our bounden duty to 
uphold it (at least on the Continent) 
with all our might and power. We for- 
merly prayed for t* ( e downfall of, u that 
man of sin, the Pope /' now, we rejoice at 
his restoration I We formerly called the 
Jesuits the u Devil's ozen gangj" now, 
better informed, we havp discovered they 
are a u high'y respectable and enlightened 
body of Christians ! I " The destruction of 
the requisition was long and ardently 
wished by us ; now, better acquaP led 
with the principles of social order, we 
are perfectly satisfied with its revival ! I ! 
There are many political reasons why 
we cannot make peace with Bonaparte. 
Heprofesses to have returned to 44 the prin- 
ciples of 1789." Should this be the case, 
M the French people will be really repre- 
sented in the legislature :" they will be 
more (rep than they ever were before, and 
the numerous advantages arising from their 
revolution will be secured to them. What 
fellowship can such a state of things in 
Fran< vhave with ours in England? There 
can Je no agreement between them : this 
must be obvious to every one; I need 
not, therefore, enlarge on this subject. 
There was a time, indeed, when it was 
thought the people of England had the 
greatest concern in the making of laws ; 
that taxation and representation should 
go hand in hand ; but now the admirable 
maxims of the late Bishop Horsely, of 



immortal memory, that the people have 
nothing to do with the laws but to obey 
them, nor with the taxes but to pay them, 
are become much more fashionable. It is 
not long ago we contended that people 
had a right to choose their ozjn rulers and 
forms of government : now, u the social 
system' 9 of the late glorious Congress, 
that people are the properly of kiugs, is 
most warmly approved and supported! 
Formerly an assassin was thought the 
most detestable of wretches ; nozs a hand- 
bill is posted up in the streets of London 
offering £2000 for the murder of Napo- 
leon ! Now, then, Sir,you see plainly why 
our ministers cannot make peace with the 
French Emperor. You perceive it is you 
and your party who have remained sta- 
tionary , while the rest of us have improved 
in religious, moral, and political know* 
ledge! Peace and liberty is the cry of those 
detestable and irreligious rebels the French. 
War, taxation, and Louis the, 18th be 
ours. Our cause is most religious and 
just. The example of France is most 
dangerous. Let us not grudge to spend 
our last shilling, and shed our last drop 
of blood in ousting the abominable Napo- 
leon from the throne,- where the French 
people have placed him, in order that so 
successful an instance of national rebellion 
against a pious King may not go unpu- 
nished. Yours, &c. 

A Friend to Social Order. 

War with France. 

Sir, — A nation must learn to cease 
warring against the liberties of another 
country before it can learn to defend it* 
own. I trust that adversity is destined to 
perfect the character of Bonaparte, and 
the liberties and long glory of France. — 
Ilis twenty days tranquil progress through 
innumerable perils of every kind, calm 
and benign, with his small band of friends, 
over a space arduous for a single traveller, 
in the same time, from the guiph of St. 
Juan to the metropolis and throne of 
France, has no parallel in history, and 
throws all, even his victories, into shade ! 
It is delightful indeed to see Carnot at the 
head of the administration of the interior, 
that great mind, prompt, firm, open and 
independent at all times, which plied not 
when myriads stooped, but remained erect 
and unmoved. Philosophy, true politics^ 
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liberty, peace, order, and humanity, must 
all rejoice in this decisive appointment, 
and on the suppression of the Censorship 
of the Press, and the dissolution of the 
Pseudo-Senate and degraded Chamber of 
Deputies, who would submit to deliberate, 
as it was called, on a change of govern- 
ment, without any authority from the peo- 
ple, and with an host of invading and be- 
sieging strangers at their gates. The cha- 
racteristic and magnanimous instance of 
intrusting captured Vienna to her own 
troops ; to which I would add his generous 
dismissal- of the armies of Austria and 
Prussia ; and the King and Emperor them- 
selves — 35,000 men completely in his 
power, speaks the man the general, the li- 
beral statesman : his attention to this day 
of the wounded Austrian officers — his love, 
founded on knowledge and true approba- 
tion, of the arts and sciences — his remem- 
•fcrancc of the widow of Rousseau, when 
neglected and in indigence — his power 
{ during his Tate astonishing enterprize over 
the best feelings of the human heart, which 
no man ever has to such an extent, unless 
those feelings have first possession of his 
own : — all these contradict the disgusting 
and horrible portraits by which our aban- 
doned papers have endeavoured to feed 
and enflame eternal war. — The Suffolk 
Chronicle would not insert my letter in 
which I endeavoured to obtain a Requisi- 
tion to the High Sheriff, to call, as 
early as possible, a County Meeting, to 
consider of a Petition to present our being 
made a party to a war for the purpose of 
interfering with the internal government 
of France, after the clearest and fullest 
manifestation of the national will. 

Capel Loft. 

Report on the retaliating System, &c. 

" The following is a report mads by a 
committee of the senate, on the subject of 
the pretences whereon our late enemy jus- 
tified bis devastations of private property 
and of public buildings, unconnected with 
the purposes of war: As great pains 
have been taken by the factious prints to 
discolour the facts on this subject, with 
& view to palliate the atrocities committed 
at Washington and elsewhere by the Bri- 
tish forces, in violation of the usages of 
■war and the dictates of humanity, it is 
satisfactory to receive a statement of facts 
on (Jris head from the highest authority; 



and in an unquestionable shape. Those 
facts, it will be seen, contradict the as- 
persions which have been unnaturally cast 
by some of our own citizens on their 
country's honour, with the view solely 
to support pretensions of our then enemy, 
which are now decisively proven to have 
been wholly groundless. 

Nat. Intel. . 



' la Senate, March 3, 1815. 
The Committee on foreign relations, to 
whom was referred the message of the 
President of the United States on the 26th 
of September last, respecting the unau- 
thorised mode of warfare adopted by the 
enemy, on the plea of retaliation, report, 
that, although the war has happily termi- 
nated, they deem it important to rescue 
the American government from unworthy 
imputations with which it has been as- 
sailed during its progress. They have, 
therefore, endeavoured to ascertain whe- 
ther the destruction of York, in Upper 
Canada, and the other cases assumed by 
our late enemy, as authorising a departure 
from the settled rules of civilized warfare, 
were of a character to justify or extenuate 
their conduct. The result of the in- 
quiries of the Committee, manifesting to 
the world, that the plea which has been , 
advanced for the destruction of the Ame- 
rican capital, and the plunder of private' 
property, is Without foundation, will be 
found in the communications of the secre- 
taries of the departments of war and navy, 
and of General Dearborn, commander of 
the American forces in the attack on York, 
herewith submitted. 

Department of State, Feb. «8, 1815. 
Sir— J have had the honour to receive 
your letter, requesting, on behalf of the 
committee of foreign relations, any infor- 
mation which* this department possesses, 
relative to the misconduct that has been 
imputed to the American troops in Upper 
Canada during the late war, and in reply, 
I have the honour to state, that the charges 
appear to be confined to "three. 1st, 'Die 
alleged burning of York ; 2d, the burning 
of Newark, and 3d, the burning of the 
Indian villages usually called the Moravian 
towns. 1st. The burning of York, or any 
of its public edifices or of any of it private 
houses, has never been presented to the 
view of the American government by its 
own officers, as matter of information ; 
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and it never was exhibited by the British 
government, or any of its officers, as mat- 
ter of complaint ; until it was asserted in 
the address of the governor in chief to 
the provincial parliament of Canada, on 
the 24th of January, 1815, " that as a 
just retribution, ijie proud capitol at 
Washington, has experienced a similar 
fate to that inflicted by an American force 
on the seat of government in Upper Ca- 
nada.' 9 This assertion, having led to an 
, inquiry, I am enabled, from official do- 
cuments, and general information, to state 
the following facts of the case, for the in- 
formation of the committee. The town 
t>f York, in Upper Canada, was taken by 
the American army under the command 
of General Dearborn, on the 27th of 
April, 1813, and it was evacuated on the 
succeeding 1st of May; although it was 
again visited for a day, by an American 
squadron under the command of Commo- 
dore Chauncey, on the 4th of August. At 
the time of the capture, the British troops 
on their retreat set fire to their magazine, 
and great injury was done by the explo- 
sion, to property as well as to persons 
within the range of its effects. At the 
time of the capture, as well as at the time 
of Commodore Chauncey's visit, the pub- 
lic stores were seized, and the public 
store houses were destroyed; but the 
destruction of public edifices for civil uses, 
or of private property, was not only un- 
authorised, but positively forbidden by 
the American commanders ; and it is un- 
derstood that no private house was de- 
stroyed by the American troops. It has 
recently, however, appeared, that a pub- 
lic building, of little value, called the 
Parliament House (not the Government 
House) in which it is said that an Ameri- 
can sealp was found, as a part of the de- 
coration of the speaker's chair, had been 
burnt; whether it was so, and if it was, 
whether it was an accidental consequence 
of the confusion in which the explosion of 
the magazine involved the town, or the 
unauthorised act of some exasperated in- 
dividual, has not been ascertained. The 
silence of the military and civil officers of 
the provincial government of Canada, 
seem to indicate that the transaction was 
not deemed, when it occurred, a cause, 
either for retaliation or reproach, — 
—-2d. The burning of Newark, adjacent 
to fort George, occurred on the 10th De- 
cember, 1813«~^Tke act was vindicated 



by the American general, as necessary to 
his military operations ; but as soon as the 
American government heard of it, Instruc- 
tions, dated the 6th of January, 1814, 
were given by the department of war, to 
major general Wilkinson, u to disavow the 
conduct of the officer wfio committed it, 
and to transmit to governor Provost a copy 
of the order, under colour of which that 
officer had acted." This disavowal was 
accordingly communicated, and on the 
10th Feb. 1814, governor Provost an- 
swered, " that it had been with great satis- 
faction he had received the assurance, 
that the perpetration of the burning of the 
town of Newark, was both unauthorised 
by the American government, and abhor* 
rent to every American feeling ;' that if any 
outrages had ensued the wanton and un- 
justifiable destruction of Newark, passing 
the bounds of just retaliation, they were 
to be attributed to the influence of irri- 
tated passions, on the part of the unfor- 
tunate sufferers by that event, which, in * 
a state of active warfare, it had not been 
possible altogether to restrain, and that it 
was as little congenial to the disposition of 
his majesty's government, at it was to that 
of the government of the United States, de- 
liberately to adopt any plan of policy, 
which had for its object the devastation 
of private property." But the disavow- 
al of the American government was not 
the only expiation of the unauthorized of- 
fence committed by its officer ; for the Bri- 
tish government undertook itself, to redress 
the wrong.- A few days after the burning 
of Newark the British and Indian troops 
crossed the Niagara for this purpose ; they 
surprized and seized fort Niagara ; they 
burnt the villages of Le wistown, Manches- 
ter, Tuscarora, Buffalo, and Black Rock, 
desolating the whole of the Niagara fron- 
tier, and dispersing the inhabitants, in the 
extremity of the winter. Sir George Pro- 
vost himself appears to have been satisfied 
with the vengeance that had been inflicted; 
and, in his proclamation of the l%th of 
January, 1814, he expressly declared, 
that for the burning of Newark, " the op- 
portunity of punishment had occurred ; 
that a full measure of retaliation had taken 
place, and that it was not his intention to 
pursue further a system of warfare, so re- 
volting to his own feelings, and so little 
congenial to the British character, unless 
the future measures of the enemy should 
compel him again to resort to it." With 
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his answer to Major-GeneraJ Wilkinson, 
which has been already noticed, he trans- 
mitted a copy of the proclamation, " as 
expressive of the determination as to his 
future line of conduct," and added, " that 
he was happy to learn, that there was no 
probability, that any measures, on the 
part of the American government, would 
oblige him to depart from it." — 3d. The 
places usually called the Moravian towns, 
were mere collections of Indian huts and 
cabins, on the river Retrench or Thames, 
not probably worth, jn the whole, one 
thousand dollars. The Indians who in- 
habit them, among whom were some no- 
toriously hostile to the United States, had 
made incursions the most cruel into their 
territory. When, therefore, the Ameri- 
can army under General Harrison invaded 
Canada on the of , 1813, the 

huts and cabins of the hostile Indians 
were destroyed. But this species of war- 
Hate has been invariably pursued by every 
nation engaged in war with the Indians of 
the American Continent* However it may 
be regretted on the score of humanity, it 
appears to be the - necessary means of 
averting the still greater calamities of 
savage hostility ; and it is believed, that 
the occurrence would never have been 
Biade the subject off a charge against the 
American troops, if the fact had not been 
misrepresented or misunderstood. Many 
people at home, and most people abroad, 
have been led to suppose, that the Mora- 
vian towns were the peaceable settlements 
of a religious sect of Christians, and not 
the abode of a hostile tribe of savages. — 
I have the honour to be, &c. 

JAS. MONROE. 
To the Hod. Win, W. Bibb. 
Chaiiman of the Committee on foreign relation*. 

Nary Department, February 18, 1815. 

Sir — In compliance with the request of 
the committee of the senate, communicated 
to by me by your note of the 14th, cur- 
rent, I have the honor to transmit to you, 
herewith, extracts from the letters of 
commodore Chauncey to the secretary of 
die navy, on the subject of destroying the 
public storehouses apd stores at York, in 
Uppei* Canada, and which is all the infor- 
mation in this department on that subject. 
I have the honour to be, very respectful- 
ly, sir* your obedient servant, 

B. W. CROWLINSHIELD. 
Hon. Vm. W. Bibb, 

Cbasrnaaof a Committee of the Senate. 



Extract of a letter from Commodore Isaa$ 
Chauncey ) to the Secretary of the Navy p 
dated 

Off York, TJ. C. April, 20, 1813. 

u The enemy set fire to some of the 
principal stores, containing large, quanti* 
ties of naval and military stores, as well as 
a large ship upon the stocks, nearly finish* 
ed." 

From the same, to the same, dated 

Off Niagara, Aug. 14, 1815, 

a In the evening of the 30th ult we 
Weighed and stood for York, arrived and 
anchored in that harbour, at about 3. 
P. M. on the 31st ; ran the schooners into 
the upper harbour, landed the marines 
and soldiers, under the command of Col; 
Scott, without opposition ; found several 
hundred barrels of flour and provisions hi 
the public storehouses, five pieces of can- 
non, eleven boats, and a quantity of shot} 
shells, and other stores; all which waa 
either destroyed or, brought away. On 
the Istinst. after having received on board 
all that the vessels could take, I directed 
the barracks and public store houses to b« 
burned; we then re-embarked the men, 
and proceeded to this place, where we 
arrived yesterday." 

Letter from General Henry Dearborn to 
the Hon. Joseph B. Varnum, a member 
of the Senate. 

Boston, October 17, 1814* 

Dear Sir. — In reply to your letter of 
the 11th instant. I assure you in the 
most explicit manner, that no public or 
private buildings were burned or destroyed 
by the troops under my command, at York, 
in Upper Canada, excepting two block- 
houses, and one or two sheds belong- 
ing to the navy yard. — I placed a strong 
guard in the town with positive orders 
to prevent any plunder or depredation 
on the inhabitants; and when leaving 
the place, a letter was received from 
Judge Scott, chief justice of the supe- 
rior court, in which he expressed his 
thanks for the humane treatment the 
inhabitants had experienced from our 
troops, and for my particular atten- 
tion to the safety of their persons and 
property. A frigate, on the stocks, and a 
large storehouse, containing their naval 
stores, were set on fire by the enemy, sub- 
sequent to their offer of surrendering the 
troops and. public property* Several of 
the most valuable public buildings, cobl- 
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nected with their principal military posi- 
tions, were destroyed by the explosion of 
their magazine, which proved so fatal to 
our troops ; and although there were 
strong provocations for burning and de- 
stroying the town, nothing of the kind 
took place, more thau I have alreadymen- 
tioned, either by the army or navy. I ours' 
with respectful esteem, H. Dearborn. 
Hon. Joseph B. Variinm. 



Petitions against the War. 

The example of the Livery of London 
-has not been followed by the Citizen's of 
Nottingham alone. In the City of West- 
minster, and in the Borough, petitions 
have been voted by the electors against in- 
Tolving the country in all the horrors of a 
mew war with France. These, I am afraid, 
will have little effect, if the' Allies, as is 
pretended, arc bent on renewing the work 
of slaughter. These are not the times 
when the people are to expect that their 
voice will be heard, even by their repre- 
sentative. But who have they to blame 
for this ? Why, none but themselves. 
It is they who have all along willingly 
contributed to carry on the war. It is 
they, many of them, who now make the 
greatest noise about the pernicious conse- 
quences of the last war, that were the first to 
call for it. Poor drivellers! do they suppose 
that after investing corruption with the vast 
power they have done ; after giving it the 
unlimited controul of the national purse ; 
after submitting the neck to that yoke ; do 
these credulous dupes of a crafty system 
expect, that the noisy lamentations they 
mow set up to procure attention will be 
met with any thing but a deaf car. No, 
no; it is not the way to tame the jackal 
to feed him with human flesh ; it is not the 
way to eradicate corruption to pour plenty 
into the lap of the corrupt. Those who 
have all along been sincere in their desire 
for peace have been but few in number. 
They are entitled, and have a legitimate 
claim, to be heard, but I have little com- 



passion for the many who first called for 
the war, and who would still call for it, if 
they thought it for their interest. For 
such men as these I feel no regret ; they 
merit all the calamities they have endured; 
they are the victims of their own folly and 
avarice; they are justly punished for 
their cupidity. — What measures may be 
necessary to induce the legislature to 
lend a willing ear to the petitions 
agairvst the threatened war, it is not 
(or me to say; but after the way in 
which the petitions against the Corn 
Bill were received, I do not expect a favor- 
able result, even although nine-tenths of 
our population were to remonstrate against 
the measure. The country has supplied 
the means of commencing, at least, the 
war. Those now possessing these means, 
have given pretty good proofs that they 
are not of disposing minds for peace. It 
is useless, therefore, to talk to them on 
that subject. Have all those, who are 
now petitioning against the war, been 
careful not to contribute to its support? 
How can they expect, after opening their 
purses, and willingly paying their quota 
of war taxes, .that they should have 
any thing else but war ? — It is the taxes 
that occasions all the mischief. It h the 
taxes, the. soul and sinews of war, which 
have involved the country in its present 
distress. Until, therefore, measures are 
adopted, and constitutional measures there 
are, to bring these taxes within moderate 
bounds, war we must have, war we shall 
have, and war will sooner or later involve 
the country in irrecoverable ruin. 

Triumph op Westminster, and 
Purity of Election. — The friends of 
freedom will, I am persuaded, be gratified 
to learn, that the eighth anniversary of Sir 
Francis Burdett's election to represent 
the city of Westminster, is to be held in 
the Crown and Anchor Tavern, on Tues^ 
day the 23d instant ; and that Sir Francis 
is to be in the Chair. 
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TO CORRESPONDENTS, 

TO tUt UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 

Botleg. near Southampton, 20fA May, 1815. 

I have, within these few days, had ten- 
dered to me, through the Post, a small 
parcel from America, with " newspapers" 
written on it. This parcel had, as ap- 
, pears by the Post-mark, been sent from 
Liverpool to London, and from London 
to Botley. The charge on it was nine 
shilling$ and six-pence sterling; that is to 
say, however, tn our paper money, being 
about, at this time, a dollar and a half. 
I did not take the parcel, of course, much 
as I wished to see its contents. From 
this account, it will be perceived, that, 
unless parcels of newspapers, coming from 
America, be actually conveyed by the 
bearer of them either to me at Botley 
(which can seldom happen), or to London^ 
the object in sending them must be de- 
feated ; for, a file of daily papers, for only 
one month, sent to me by post from any 
out-port, would cost, at least, the price of 
m good large fat hog. I remember one 
parcel, which came to me, charged with 
trine pounds some odd shillings of postage, 
which is now the price of a hog of seven- 
. teen score weight. — As I am very de- 
sirous to receive, frequently, papers from 
Arnerica, and as the papers in that coun- 
try are not, as ours arc, loaded with a tax 
equal to more than one half of their retail 
price, I will point out the manner in which 
they may be sent to me. — The parcel 
should be addressed to me by name, " to 
" the care. of the Publisher of CobbelCs 
u Weekly Political Register, London. 9 * 
Bat, k ought, if the vessel go to London, 
to be carried by the master, or mate, or by 
some careful person; and, if the vessel 
arrive at some out-port, the parcel, with 
the same direction on it, should be carried 
to some office, whence a London Coach 
departs. There it should be delivered, 
and the bearer should see it booked, as we 
call it. — By these means American papers 
will reach me with very little trouble, and 
t at anexpence of which I should think no- 
thing.-— All tingle letters from America 



may be addressed to me at Botley, near 
Southampton, and be put, at once, into any 
post-office in this country. — The hirelings, 
who conduct nine-tenths of the newspa- 
pers in London, have all poss\b\e facilities 
in receiving American newspapers. But, 
they publish from them that only which 
suits their purpose. Their object, is to 
mislead the people here ; or, to keep them 
in the dark ; and, they cull out every pas- 
sage calculated to answer this end. Be- 
sides, there are very few papers (the Na- 
tional Intelligencer excepted), which are 
sent to England, except the papers called 
Federal. The person! who send these 
papers, if not English by birth, are Eng- 
lish by connection. Thus we see only one 
side of the picture; and hence it was, that 
malignant and beastly as is the Editor of 
our Times newspaper, for instance, the fel- 
low really might be deceived himself by 
the cookoo cjamour Of the Aristocratical 
American newspapers ; but, hence, though 
I could get a sight of none but the same 
sort of papers, I was not deceived, because 
I had hacHhat experience, which enabled 
me to put a proper value upon what I saw 
in these papers. — It is of great conse- 
quence to the cause of truth and freedom^ 
that the Republican papers should come to- 
ns from America, and that other Republi- 
can works should also reach us; for, it is 
from this Island that opinions and facts go 
forth to produce impression on the mind 
of the world. Bound up as our press is, 
we, by one means or another, contrive to 
get a great deal into circulation. We are 
nearer the grand scenes of action than you 
are ; and, if you wish your principles and 
your example to have their due and speedy 
effect, we must be the principal vehicle of 
them.— -Some one at Philadelphia has re- 
cently sent me a parcel of American pa- 
pers, received at Philadelphia from other 
places, from which I perceive, that my . 
Letters to Lord Liverpool have b^en re- 
published in all parts of the Republic, from 
Boston to Savannah, from Philadelphia to 
Pittsburgh. Flattering as this is to my 
self-love, it is much more gratifying, to me 
as a proof of the powers of the press, and 
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as the foundation of a rational hope, that 
the day is not distant, when tyranny, 
Wherever it may exist, wilt fall beneath 
those powers.— Letter VI. to the Earl of 
Liferpooi, L wrote, I remember, in a room 
in a farm-house, one morning when I was 
detained by rain* I might have thought 
it; but, certainly I had not then the most 
distant idea, that what I was then writing, 
would so quickly come back* to m*} ih 
another print, after having bean read on 
the banks of the Ohio and those of the 
Mississippi.*— This single fact ; the sight of 
Only one such print, is to me more than a 
compensation for all that I have suffered in 
the cause of Truth and Freedom. But, it 
is of far greater importance as a stimulant 
to future exertion, and as suggesting addi- 
tional care in planning and executing. — 
But, why should not the* friends of Free- 
dom co-operate? -We see how firmly 
bound together its enemies are ; how they, 
for the furtherance of their grand object, 
mutually sacrifice all4heir prejudices and 
even their petty conflicting interests. You 
have heard the Saints of Hertford rejoice 
at the*estoration of the Pope. The Hoiy 
Father has embraced the l5ey of Algiers, 
who calls bin a Christian Dog.— Why 
should not we aid each other? You are 
better off than we are. You have free 
presses in every sea-port ; your sea-p&ts 
are numerous; your masters of vessels 
have a direct communication with yon; 
you can easily come at all that we publish. 
While your continent, and all its presses 
and literary productions, are shut from us 
by hundreds of obstacles of which yon 
have no idea^ our enemies have their re- 
gular correspondences, their communica- 
tions always open; they know here all 
that is passing la your country ; while we 
are wholly in the dark ; while we are de- 
prived of the «se of ail those powerful 
weapons, which yoat unrestrained press 
would put into ouf hands* — I hope that 
these considerations will be sufficient to 
induce some one of you, at least, to for- 
ward to me, in the manner above pointed 
out, such papers and other publications, 
as are likely to.be of benelit to the c^use 
of Troth and Freedom, and of which yon 
can want no assurance* of my will, at any 
arate, to make the best possible use.— 
'America now -begins to make a great figure 
in the world ; t>ut, her example^ which, if 
made universally known, would be of 
fDove weight than her military or naval 



power is, from the causes above stated, of 
comparatively little service. — I take this 
> opportunity of expressing my best thanks 
to Ma. Mathew Carey, of Philadelphia,, 
for a very excellent pamphlet, which he 
has had the goodness to send me, entitled, 
iC A Calm Address to the People of the 
" Eastern States, on the Subject of the 
" Representation of Slaves;;, the Reprt- 
u sent at ion in the Senate ; and the llosti* 
46 lity to Commerce, ascribed to the 
"Southern States." — I should bo obliged 
to some one to send me any work, or 
works, giving an account of the Expence*. 
of the Government, and State Govern- 
ments of America; also of her shipping., 
commerce, debts, taxes, ore. &c. And, if 
Mr. Carey, or some other person equally 
capable, would spend a few hours in giving 
me an account of the prices of provisions- 
and labour, I should deem it a particular 
favour. These may have changed since I 
left America. Wm. Cobbktt. 

P* S. Since writing the above, I have 
(ifld May) received, from some friend in 
Philadelphia, a small file of Auroras^ 
containing the .« EXPOSITION of tlie 
"CAUSES and CHARACTER of the 
" War" This paper, it appears, is offi* r 
cial, and was ready for official promulga- 
tion, just at the time when the news of the. 
Peace arrived. I never read so able a pa- 
per ; never one calculated to produce so 
great an impression. It Is an invaluable 
documeot for history ; ,a noble monument 
of the power of the human mind. If our 
government have received this paper, and 
if they will but read it carefully, they 
will, I am sure, clearly see, that any at- 
tempt either to delude, subdue, or check 
the rise of America, must fail of success. — 
The paper would fill about four whole Re- 
gisters, perhaps. But, though I cannot 
insert it ; \t will be of great use to me ; 
and I beg. the sender to accept, of my best 
thanks. 



LETTER IH, 

TO LORD CASTLEREAGH. 

Qn the hope of success, in a War agamsf 
France, which hope is founded on the 
discontents said to exist m that coumtr&i 

My Loan, — I learn, through the Tim as 
newspaper, that these letters of mine, ad- 
dressed to you, are regularly re-pubtisked 
in France; so that we are in a fair way of 
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deseehVlififto posterity toother ; a consi- 
deration which cannot, of coarse, fail to 
encourage me in a continuance of the cor-* 
respondence. The, Times recommends to 
^ou and your colleagues to put a stop, by 
the strong hand of power, to writings like 
nine, in order to prevent their being 
transfused into the French language; ami, 
it does this in the same breath, in which it 
calls upon this burdened nation to make 
war upon' France, because (as it falsely 
asserts) she has a tyrant At the head of her 
government. Suoh are the .writers, who 
call for War against the French people : 
such, if you plunge us into war, will be 
yonxtftienis artd supporters. I have been 
told, that, amongst other means, that have 
Jteen made rise of to impede the circulation 
of the Register, it has been forbidden to 
betaken in at Army Mess-Rooms and in 
Ward-Rooms on board of Ships of War. 
I kave never complained of fhjsV But, 
my Lord, it is very hard, if I am to be per- 
mitted to hare readers neither abroad nor 
at home. And, what a <;ause must that 
be, which thus wishes to silence by the 
strong band of power, all its opponents'! 

But the subject on which I am now 
about to address your Lordship, is of a 
ttore serious nature.' The partisans of 
war, always blind to the past, appear to 
be very busily engaged, at this time, in 
providing for themselves, in advance, every, 
species of disappointment and mortifica- 
tion. They have, as in the case of Ame- 
rica, spoken with so much confidence of 
success ; with so much contempt of the 
adversary; and with so much insolence 
have they treated him and the whole o{ the 
French nation, that, were they not noto- 
riously de*ad to all sense of shame, they 
must, in* case of failure, commit upon 
themselves that act, which they would 
richly merit from the hands of a personage 
who is about upon their own level in.pohrt 
of occupation. They have now started 
new game ; they have now discovered new 
ground of hope. They now tell us that 
France is in a state of commotion, and al- 
most of rebellion, against Napoleon ; and, 
that when once the allied armies begin, to 
inove into France, the whole nation will 
de ctare for the King. 

My Lord, you know this to be false; 
but, it is no more than merely the second 
chapter of the delusions practised with re- 
gard to America* These 1 same writers told 
as, that the people of America were hos- 



tile to Mr. Madison ^ tfaak comjnottens 
were actuajly in existence; that Jhe States. , 
were upon the eve of dividing i that. the/. 
President was about to* be impeached^ and, 
that we ought not to make peace, tiH he; •? 
was deposed and punished. They now4«rb , 
us of divisions and .commotions in France. 
This i&nojr the lure, to entice us. into aa*" 
approbation of war. *. « %v 

And, my Lord, to what do these cow-, 
motions amount £. That these are discos^ - 
tented persons in. Fiance > that ,ihe Boas- • 
bons have partisans amongst e^-nablesandr . 
ex-priest^, who N had, begun again to scent 
the sweets of feudaUaqjA eccIes^tkjaHty* 
ranny, is so natural that it would: Wrnt> . 
raculous indeed, if therefore pet troubles 
in. the i interior of 1 Fcance.. But* to what dor . 
t|iey amount,,? We hear oibtea£h&$ ofth* 
peace; we hear of ^political squabbling^ 
we hear of. angry aid* violent disputes ; 
but where, since the surrender of the Duke* 
of Augooleme, jld we. bee* o£ ah/ thing 1 , 
4 like a powerful "oppoeifriojv to the present 
order of things ? We > ore Jtp\ld f by the . 
Tjmks newspaper, thai, in one particular 
instance, .cannon has-been brought to cfe- * 
fend the barracks against, the people. « 

. But) my Lord, tfie very same ^papers, 
Hfe compelled to. confess, that soma of the ; 
Belgian troops have beep actually kilted*, 
and others wounded in an e£or*t to go ovet - 
to the French,; that,, at Liegc^wamtot 
the Saxon (now Prussian) soldiers have, 
mutinied, refused to march* and have even 
attempted acts of violence on the .& dear 
old Blocher," whose whiskers the nasty 
wretches in London, calling themselves 
" Ladies," were^eastly. enough, to slob* 
ber. Nay, we are ,tolb% and that, tob,4n a 
proclamation undqr his own. hand, that 
u he has escaped assassination;'' We J reau\ 
in proclamations of the King* of Prussia^ 
that to speak in favour of KapoJeom isto 
be punished with fhe utmost severity. And. 
yet, we are not to be permitted to 4otb% 
that all the nations on the* Continent are 
very. hearty in the cause against France ; . 
while the .most insignificant riot in> France 
.we are to look upon as the certa£n»sign of * 
national hostility to the pseaent goverm- ^ 
mentl , - • , • <.-...• ** •*..••■• -*• •• - 1 

If; my Lord,, the same eriserion were 
applied to otttw/oei^-wbat should we 
say ? We have seeir, and, I believe, we 
now see, more than, one county in Ireland 
prodaimedXoo\ in a. state of tkstvfbmee ,*■ 
we saw, not long ago', bounties mJSitgmii& 
X 2 
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to a similar state ; we hare, within these 
few years, seen a Prime Minister shot in 
the lobby of the House of Commons, and 
we saw great number* of troops brought 
to London and stationed at no great dis- 
tance from the place of Mr* Bellingham's 
execution. The newspapers informed as, 
that, in the disturbed counties in England, 
the Judges were guarded by troops of the 
Kite. Mr. Barikes h reported, in our 
newspapers, to hare said, not long since, 
fir thelHooseof Commons, that the military 
weFesometimea called in to assist In cot- 
tecttng the ta*e$ in y oar country, Ireland. 
The newspapers hare recently told us of 
two rnttaacee, at Norwich and at Lynn, 
in . Engfcantfy where the German troop* 
were employed tr keep the people from 
committing violences.. And, how long, 
how many weeks is it since troops of the 
Hmv were brought to* prerent your ozen 
house from being demolished, as those of 
the Lord Chancellor and the Chief Judge's 
had been i Nay, were net troops of the 
• Kne brought to deftnd the Parliament 
House mid i$t Members against the pco- 
plef and that, too, only about nine weeks, 
or ten weeks ago? Is* there any thing 
goiof onto France equal to these occur, 
fences? And, yet^ does anyone pretend, 
that this government is, or has been, likely 
to be orertbrown ? It is said, from the 
German pipers, that Napoleon takes pre* 
eswHens against assassination ; and, sure- 
Jy, my Lord, after all that has been pro. 
molgated, and ertti attempted, such pre- 
cautcoa* cannot be thought wholly un* 
necessary. But, dots this argue 7 that the 
nation hate him I Our gracious and be- 
Jot ed King went to the Parliament House, 
anil to the Play, of late years, in a bullet- 
proafcoach; but, did that fact argue, that 
Jie vr^tJtattd by hit people £ 
- Eaery trifle,' the words, or pretended 
words, of any individual, hostile to Nape- 
lew, ie greedily caught at and carefully 
tttaiied ismt, by the writers in London. 
Kthe press of Faris*were to pursue this 
mode with regard to ©or government, 
what would it make of the pithy precepts 
said, sentiment*} mrttJvfe on the walh in and 
about Ijtmdon, where any one may ea- 
^By find wwrds hi praise of Napoleon, 
-tat I will not. say what -ta t» be found 
frith regard to otter*. Why, if the witlts 
er* Paris were written orer in such a way 
fit t© Napoleon and his gorernment, We 
should be told hontly to expect to hear -of 
Ms totaj destruction. 



What reason hare we, then, to suppose 
that he is not liked by the people of 
France ? Hero came he at Paris ? What 
bat the good wishes, the anxious desires r 
of the people, took bhn thither ? What f 
are we to be made believe, that he, who* 
wettt r nrtt only wMhout an army, but al- 
most without companions of any sort, 
500 miles through cities and towns forti- 
fied, and 1 arrired in* the capital without 
Haying seen a single hand raised against 
him } are we to believe, that he is bow' 
hated by the people of France ? And, are 
We to believe, that Lours, who found not 
a* single man to defend his throne; whose* 
departure was as quiet as if he had been a 
traveller, lodged at an hotel; who, with> 
aril the armies, all the civil authorities, alt 
the treasures of the country, at his com- 
mand, could net, though he offered im- 
mense rewards* obtain the support of any 
dozen of persons: are we to beiierey that 
the whole of the French nation are nowr 
for this king ? 

We are told, that the measures of polkc r 
which hare been adopted in France, prore- 
that Napoleon and his gorernment feel 
themselves in danger. But, my Lord, let 
us bear in mind, that, during the war 
against the* French Republic, the Habeas* 
Corpus Act was suspended in England for 
seven years, and that the Ring and coundf 
miprisonech, without trial, for any length 
of time, any man whom they thought it 
right to imprison % and, that, in Ireland,. 
martial law was in existence at sererafe 
periods, and for a great length of time*. 
Yet, did any one erer presume to say r 
that the King and his* government were* 
bated by the nation? 

We are tofa also to look at the French 
funds y and to conclude from ttfeir price r 
that the nation are disaffected towards the 
gorernment. I have shewn; I have 
proved^ in my last number, that the French 
funds are rery nearly as high in price as 
ours are. 1 hare demonstrated this : bat, 
is there nb other cause for low price of 
public, funds in France besides that of ike 
disaffection of tho people? The wonder 
is, that when a milftoh of men are pre- 
paring to inrade France, the funds tell 
for amy thing at all. Their bring a*£0* 
under such circumstances, proves the great 
confidence of Ike nation. If we were upom 
the point of being actually inraded ; a€ 
we saw only 100 thousand men on board 
of boats in Bologne harbour ready to sail 
for England,, and had no defence but a laud 
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itefence^ wTiat price do you think ourjunds 
'would be at ? Yet, the French see many 
hundreds of thousands of men -armed 
against them; they know that they have 
*to depend only on their arms for defence ; 
they have no sea to protect them ; they 
■know that their country is liable 4o be 
-invaded every hoar: stiN their funds 
^ re nearly at as good a price as oars. 
-What reason, therefore, have we to 
conclude from the price of t4ie funds, 
that the "French nation Are disaffected 
•towards their government? -&ut sup- 
pose the funds were to experience in 
France a greater foil. What have we 
-seen in England? Why, we saw the 
Bank stop payment in 1797, not upon an 
-actual invasion by an army, but merely 
upon the report of an invasion toeing in- 
tended, though we had the whole country 
-armed, and though we had a 'fleet to de- 
fend as of more ftom 50© ships of war ! it 
was then that the Rank obtainedan act of 
parliament to enable it to refuse to pay its 
•own notes in money. From that time it has 
•not paid in money, except in a trifling 
-degree. Since that, laws have, been passed 
<to make Bank notes a legal tender, and to 
wob»brt the sale of guineas. Yet, no one 
-nag presumed to say that the. nation haled 
4he &*>»£, and that the people would not; 
-fight to defend the country against foreign 
invasion. Why, therefore, are we to 
•conclude that the French nation hate Na- 
•poleoa, because the French <funds are at 
a low price'? 

I think it is -clear, then, that we have 
no good roasonitorelyfor-assistance in war, 
-if war should toe finally resolved on ^ on the 
-djslifce of the people of France *te their 
government. We must rely, I think solely 
oipou the force of our arms and those 
-of our Allies-; and, ff all 4he people of 
France we heartily opposed to us, what 
<prospeet have we of ultimate success*? 4 
On the other hand, how do the people 
-of England feel as to this expected, war ? 
There have been petitions, or remonstran- 
ts, against it In 'London, Westminster, 
Nottingham, and others are ^preparing. 
But, where 'have we seen a meeting to <tp- 
jprove of the war 1 For the war of 1703 
there were Meetings in abundance. Not 
-one iu favour of this war. it is not to be 
■doubted,, that the Noblesse and theCler- 
-gy and other persons would call* Meetings 
in favour of war, if the public feeling was 
:*& all for war* Yet not one sach Meeting 



has been called, except in the town of P/f/- 
mouth, whose address yor war is consi- 
dered in the same light as the prdstcstant 
Fishermen of Newfoundland giving "Ifre 
Pope" -as a standing toast. The truth i*, 
that, from one end ^f the country to the 
other, the feeling of the. people is against 
war. There is not one man, or woman, 
out of' ten, who dees not condemn the 
presumptuous notice of making war upon 
France to compel her to change her Chief 
Magistrate. The case is so plain, that all 
men understand it. They all say, thai 
•we lmve no business to intermeddle* The 
question admits of no disguise. For thta 
time even the craft of the prostituted 
newspapers cannot succeed in deceiving 
the people. Therefore, if you. still resolve 
to enter upon this war, you find no volun- 
tary contributions; you wHl find very lit- 
tle zeal on the part of the mass of the 
people ; and, if went* should compel you 
to make peace, you will find yourselves 
in sach a situation as no English Ministry 
were ever before int You will then feel 
the real effect Of that system of .politics 
begun by Pitt, which system has been 
pursued from % 7$£ 'till the present nour> 
I am, &c. &c. Wm.Cobbett. 

fiptfey, *WJf*$ a ***** . ^ ^ 

m ,i ■ ■>■ ■ ' '' ■ ■ * - ■ ■ ■■■■■■ ' J ? *lU' «* 



TO # .",.,,, 

SIR FRANCIS BURDETT, *art* 

On the PUt System qf war against France 
. Bottty, iUk Afoy, 1815. 

Sir, — ¥bur apeech, delivered- at the 
Westminister Meeting, .last week, hat led 
to a train of reflections in -my .miad, wfciph. . 
I cannot refrain (from laying before the ' 
public, and, in *osdar that they may have 
a better chance of possessing some lttjtle 
merit in the eyes of my reader . I^ddreji 
them immediately to : you* , ■-. u< 

From the out-set of the 'wars against 
the Republic of France, you contended, 
that the result would bejtyurions taEng- 
imd. I will, for the present, leave aside 
the real motives o( the was*, and will 
merely consider their effects^ as they hare 
hitherto developed themselves. You con* 
tended, that we ought to have 4eft the 
French nation to itself ; that, justice and 
morality and freedom out of the question, 
the English nation would, in the eno% 
greatly suffer Sn consequence of war 
agauwt France. That, therefore, wisdom^ 
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sound policy, bade our government remain 

\ jit peace. The politics of .Pitt first, and 

afterwards of LordsGaen ville and Gr«y, 

,©f Pe$lcival and Loan Castleeeagh, 

•were : directly .opposed to yours; They 

-were for tear, and (leafing justice, out of 

the question), they said k was necessary, 

f ln order fa prevent the contagion of French 

principles- They jaid, that they were aware 

that great sacrifices would be necessary ; 

but, that it was better to sacrifice a part 

than the whole of our property and our 

. religion into the bargain. They asserted, 

that France was in the* gulph of bank' 

iruptcy ; aud,. that if we expended much, 

she would be tot ally ruined. 

The war began. France, instead of 
being conquered, became a conqueror. 
.France; in the year 1797", had got rid of 
Almost the whole of her debt, and her cur- 
rency was gold) while, in that same year, 
•the Bank of England obtained an Act of 
Parliament to enable it to refuse to pay 
its bills in money. Still the war raged, 
^till, at last, in 1814, Ave saw the Bourbons 

* .actually replaced upon the throne of 
iF&Dce. 

. . This was, the day of triumph with the 
-system of Pitt I Now> it was, that you 
w/ere tauntingly reminded of your long op- 
position to the war. Now it was, that 
you .were called upon to confess your 
error, and to go and. perform u an act of 
penitence at the foot of the statue of Pitt." 
Yi>u were better employed. You were 
fox-hunting, I believe. In the mean 
while the' nation Was drunk with joy. 
•Bonfires, belUringing, roasting oxen, il- 
luminations,/ sham-fights, temples of vic- 
tory, triumphal arches. The country re- 

• sounded with the boast of our having 
•gloriously triumphed at last; of our long 
perseverance having- been regarded by a 
^glorious result. - * ' 

But, it did not 1 require the return of 
Napoleon to make the nation feel, that all 
,this boasting Was without reason, and that, 
while the -recent • events had. afforded 
•ground for transient exultation, the per-' 
severance in the war had loaded us with 
'lasting calamities* It did net require the 
•return of Napoleon to convince us of this. 
The? people had been buoyed up with' the 
bopfc, that PEACE would bring them ease 
.from the burdens which they had so long 
4>een compelled to 'bear. ^ But, they soon 
'discovered, that, even teith the Bourbons 
mthe thromof France, the taxes in Eng- 



land could not be reduced without leaving 
the government to make loans in tinfe of 
peace. The war hadj to outward appear- 
ance, been crowned "with success. The 
•Bourbons, the Pope, the Inquisition had 
been restored, and " French principles" 
had F been extinguished. But, in the ob* 
taining of this success, the nation had in- 
curred an additional debt, the interest of 
which demanded 31 millions of pounds 
sterling to be raised in taxes every year 
for ever, which, with the 9 millions of 
taxes annually required before 1793, made 
40 millions a year for ever to be raised in 
taxes. It was* soon discovered, that .'the 
reward which long perseverance in the 
war was to receive, was never to be re* 
ceiyed. The nation, no longer amused 
and buoyed up by the events of ,war, and 
the hopes of its final success, began to cry 
out for relief from its burdens. Those 
who were able to escape from their share 
of these burdens, sought relief by going 
to live in France. The land became un- 
able to pay the taxes, necessary to dis- 
charge the interest of the debt and to keep 
up the army, navy, and other establish*- 
ments. A law was passed to keep oat 
French produce, in order to enable tto 
land in England to pay its taxes. The- 
people cried aloud against such a measure, 
at a moment when they expected cheap- 
ness to return^ and when trade, commerce, 
and manufactures were visibly on the de» 
cline. A shock * as felt from one end of 
the kingdom to the other. AH was now 
manifestly out of joint ; add the govern- 
ment appeared to be more embarrassed 
than at any period of the war, not exceptr 
ing even that when the Bank stopped pay* 
ing its notes ii\ money. 

This warthe situation of England when 
Napoleon returned to France. There> 
fore, in estimating the Pitt system, I harp 
no need, unless I choose, to take into view 
this wonderful event j for, it seems to me, 
that that system would have produced all 
the evils that you foreboded, if this event 
had never taken place. This system had, 
indeed, replaced the Bourbons on . the 
throne, contrary to your expectations, and 
your hopes;. but, it had, in doing that, 
destroyed the prosperity and happiness of 
England. It had, it was supposed, ex- 
tinguished " French principles;" but, ip. 
order to do that, it had made paupers of, 
perhaps, a million of our people; and it 
had laid its bauds, on a great part of the 
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property andthe earnings of the rest of 
die community. It had closed the contest 
"by making it the interest of English people 
of fortune to go and live upon that fortune 
in France, in order to be more at their ease, 
and to enjoy greater happiness than' they 
could, with the same means, enjoy at 
tfome. These were the permanent effects 
whkhihe Pitt system had produced, before 
the return of Napoleon ; and, I believe, 
thaVfew men of any knowledge as to these , 
matters, will be found to say, that we 
should- have been .able, without some very 
- greet change at home, to have gone on for 
any length of time in peace. It is noto- 
rious, that the distresses of the country 
were never so great as during the last 
twelve months. That the merchant, the 
manufacturer, the shop-keeper, the artisan, 
•never experienced so great a degree of dis- 
tress; and, we have recently heard it de- 
clared in the House of Commons, that the 
County Jails are now crowded with the 
Cultivators of the Land. This is what 
was never before known in England. It 
5s a new, and the most conclusive proof, of 
national distress. 

Why e England was in this state, France 
afforded to all who went thither, proofs of 
.great internal prosperity. Her agriculture 
^wlts pouring its super-abundance upon us, 
and was producing that cheapness which 
our people wanted, which the necessities 
-of the government could not allow it to 
permit them to have. The land in France, 
comparatively, little burdened, was send- 
ing forth its products to cause cheapness 
.here, and to carry back the means of fruc- 
tification in its own bosom. The French 
-loaf was driving our Own out of the mar- 
ket, and compelling -our government either 
•to exclude it from our .country, -or to ab- 
«ta£ft from taking from the land in England 
the means of paying tie interest of the 
«lebt, occasioned by that war, which had 
terminated in re-placing the Bourbons on 
the throne of France, and, as was thought, 
In extinguishing " French principles." 

It was manifest to all men, capable df 
reasonrrig upon, such subjects, that the re* 
*u!t, if peace had continued, even with iha 
jEknirbons .in France, .would have .been the 
most deplorable distress ia England. It 
-was manifest, that a large part of the rents 
of land, and of the dividends on stock, 
*vould have been drawn from England and 
/expended in France; that the undtmi- 
Aiike'd taxes would bate fallen wholly 



upon those persona who jeinaincd, .an4 
whose means of paying taxes wooj^ Have, 
been diminished daily ; that the demand 
for labour, in all branches, wopjd have de- 
creased ; that the nation wouljd have be- 
•come mere and. more languid and feeble; 
and this, too, while the m^ans of France, 
from the migration of English, of all sorts, 
not excepting the ablest of manufacturers, 
would hate increased in.a Jijec proportion ; 
and while America, our war wjlth whom 
was, the uatural consequences of, .and, in- 
deed, made a part of, the Pitt system, bad 
established manufactories to a great ex- 
tent, and was coming forth, fresh, vigorous, 
elated, full of reputation, of hope, and of 
means, to eater upon a rival ship with us, 
not only in maritime commerce, but also 
in naval power* « 

Such was the result; such were the ef- 
fects of the Pitt system, even as things 
stood previous to Napoleon's departure 
from Elba. Such "were the effects, upon 
the supposition, that," French principles* 
had really been extinguished ia Europe* 
If any one deny the facts which I have 
stated, he will r of course, reject the con- 
clusion at which I have been aiming ; bat 
if no one can deny these facts,' no one Can 
deny, that the Pitt system has been, the 
most fatal that England ever saw; and 
that, even while the Bourbons were on the 
throne of France, you were justified ia 
maintaining, that your opposition to the 
war had been, by the result, proved to 
have been founded In wisdom : not only 
in justice and a. love of freedom* but in 
'sound .policy, having in view solely the 
prosperity and power <4 England, 

But it may be said, and by some per- 
sons it will be §a)d, that though the fact be ' 
incontestibly proved, that ICngland has, 
lost greatly by the war against* France ; 
though it be proved, that even with the 
Bourbons on the throne, her prosperity 
was sapped, her force greatly 'unpaired, 
her people plunged in, distress, and her 
financial overthrow clearly approaching : 
though all this be proved, sne had by war 
avoided a revolution* If by revolution is 
meant 4 reform in Parliament, I agree to 
the assertion. .But I will not, at present, 
contend upon this head. Granted? that 
we must have had a revolution, in the Pitt 
sense of the word, if we had not had war, 
And what then? Why, if wje ; had had a 
revolution, we should, at any rate, not 
have been worse off than (he people of 
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France ; and, as we now see, the people 
of France are better off than they were 
before the revolution, and, as is agreed on 
all hands, I think, better off than we now 
are. This is proved, not by what travel- 
lers say only, bat by the notorious fact, 
that hundreds and thousands of families 
went from England to live in France ; and 
(oh! deep disgrace to the Pitt system!) 
by the petitions of the English Land- 
holders themselves, who, amongst their 
grounds for demanding a pom Bill, stated, 
with perfect truth, that they were unable 
to contend with the French corn-growers, 
because these latter were so lightly taxed 
in comparison with us, and because they 
were relieved from tythes. If, then, the 
French nation has gained thus by their re- 
- volution, what reason hive we to say, that 
Hre have, in avoiding a revolution, received 
a compensation for all the distresses heaped 
on us by a war carried on to keep off such 
a revolution ? 

The sum of our success, then, even in 
February last, when the Bourbons were 
upon the throne, was, in its utmost ex- 
tent, that we had preserved the Church 
property, the Feudal Rights and Titles, 
and the Borough system. This is the 
most that the Fttt system can take credit 
for. But, I now proceed to shew, that, even 
*nppos?ii£ it to have been most desirable 
to preserve all these by the extinguishment 
of a French principles," this was hot ac- 
complished, even if .the Bourbons had re- 
matned upon the throne. The return of 
Napoleon has not created anew the French 
principles ; it has not even revived those 
principles; it has only proved to the 
world, that those principles had never, 
for a moment, ceased to be in a state of 
activity. 

What were these dreaded French prin- 
ciples ? That the people ought to be taxed 
only by their real representatives ; that 
there ought to be no predominant church; 
that the people have a right to possess 
the property fbrmerty belonging to the 
offending hoblcsse and to the whole of the 
Church ; that the King, or chief Magis- 
trate, has no right to rule except by the 
will of the people. And, with the excep- 
tion of a little shuffle as to the last, more 
in the form than the substance, did not 
the Bourbons solemnly agree to reign ac- 
cording to these principles ? This is so 
notorious, that ho one will venture to de* 
# ny it; and, what is equally, notorious, 



and far more important, is, that it was-by 
endeavouring to subvert these principles, 
that the Bourbons, in a very few months, 
lost their throne. It is clear, therefore, 
that even with the Bourbons on the throne 
of France, we had not been able to extin- 
guish French principles; nay, even at 
that t;ime, such was the force of the ewam-r 
pie, that our own Landholders began 
openly to express feelings of envy at tee- 
ing their neighbours relieved from the bur* 
den of tythes, the ridding the country of 
which was one of the greatest, if net the 
very greatest, achievement of the French 
revolution. It was, really, a thing to 
admire: to hear the gentlemen, who had 
for so many years, been haranguing and 
marshalling their tenantry against the sa- 
crelegious principles of the French, telU 
ing the Parliament very gravely^ that the 
French were better off than themselves be- 
cause they had got rid of tythes; and, in 
that word, as you will clearly perceive, if 
included the Bishops* revenues and the 
whole of the Church Establishment. 

Now, then, in coming towards the pro** 
pect before us, if the Pitt system had ac- 
complished no one of the objects k con- 
templated, even supposing the Bourbon* 
to have remained on the throat of Fraace, 
what hope is there in continuing that same 
system ? It would be very wonderful im 
' deed, if we were by war to succeed in ever- 
throwing Napoleon a second time ; but, 
if he were to die a natural death ; to be 
killed in |battle ; or, to be assassinated ; 
what end would that answer ? Is it to 
be believed, that amongst the Carnots, the 
Marats, the ,Fouches, the Caulincourts, 
and hundreds of others ; men capable of 
writing such papers as we have recently 
seen from their pens, and which papers 
put to shame that poverty of talent whicl| 
we see opposed to them : is it to be be- 
lieved, that, amongst all these famous men, 
none would be to be found to carry on- the 
government and to direct its forces, in 
case Napoleon should lose his life I If, 
during the heat of the revolution, we saw 
assembly after assembly dissolved ; com- 
mittee succeed committee; changes in the 
chiefs; the rise of one faction over an- 
other ; and still the French armies always 
faithful to their colours and their conn- 
try. If we saw this, during so many years 
of internal commotion and foreign war; 
amidst all the turmoil of paper money, 
confiscation, and sometimes famine, what 
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reason bare we to suppose, that the safety 
of France and the support of her princi- 
ples depend now solely upon the life of 
one man? the greatest man, I allow; 
great beyond any man that France, or 
the world, ever before saw. But, I am 
set disposed to pay him the hyperbolical 
compliment to admit the supposition, that 
the safety and freedom of the French na- 
tion hang upon his single life, 
:« What, then, will the Pitt system haTe 
done for vs, even if it should succeed in 
destroying the Hfe of this wonderful man ? 
The idea, that a nation like England 
should bear to be told, that its well-being 
requires the death of a foreign sovereign, 
is truly disgraceful to the human charac- 
ter. But, as to the fact, how could such 
an event tend to relieve from- their fears 
those who are so anxious to see " French 
principles" extinguished ? 

It is impossible to say. who might suc- 
ceed Napoleon as the head of the govern- 
ment; or what form, or title, the execu- 
tive part of that government might assume. 
But, if the Chief were called Emperor, 
King, Consul, or President, what doubt 
(can there be, that the basis of his autho- 
rity would be the same, that the nature 
<*f the government would undergo little 
r change, that the rights and property of the 
people would remain unshaken ? And, if 
this were the case, nothing would have 
been gained by war, even in the way of 
extinguishing M French principles." Nay, 
the -matter would be still worse ; for, in 
all human probability, much of the- impe- 
rial style, how preserved in gratitude to 
Napoleon, would be withdrawn, and the 
haters of French principles would hare, 
staring them full in the face, a Republic in 
name, as the French nation now is in 
principle and essence. 

Bat, the Pitt system proposes, perhaps, 
and fully expects, to place the Bourbons 
again upon the throne. It must do this, 
or, as we have seen, it does worse than 
nothing at all. It presumes, that it shall 
be able to do it, because it has done it be- 
fore, B«t, r this is an argument with two 
Wlges4 for we may say, if you can put up 
the Bourbons, because you have done it 
once before, the French nation can drive 
them out again, because they have done it 
twice before. To prevent this, some of 
our impudent and foolish writers havfc 
openly said, that, " when we have restored 
t' the Bourbon* again, we must not only 



" take care, thaj they have proper Minis - 
" ters, but we must compel them to adopt 
"strong measures of government ; and 
" we shall have a right so to do, because 
u "our own safety and the safety of Europe 
" demand it." So that this war (for it 
has been going on from the year 1792) 
which was begun on the alleged ground 
of tho provocation which the Convention 
had given in a decree for offering assist- 
ance to oppressed foreign nations, is, ac- 
cording to these writers, to be wound up 
by our not only dictating a ruler to France, 
but in our appointing the ministers of that 
ruler, and in dictating measures to those 
ministers! This differs, indeed, very 
widely from what Lilly TolendAl and 
Chateaubriand are telling the French 
people from u the King?* Council Cham- 
ber" at Ghent. They say: " above all, 
" remember, that the rebellion once put 
u down, the Usurper once destroyed, no 
" foreign power will place itself between 
" the legitimate Prince and his fts'Uhful 
u people, to interfere with any ofthepoli- 
" col institutions, of which the proposal^ 
"the consideration, and the adoption, will 
« belong exclusively to themS Our 
Times newspaper has asserted the con- 
trary, and, really, I think the editor of 
that paper a better authority thai* Lally 
Tolendal or the wild old scribe, Chateau, 
briandj, who, I think they say, has been, 
made a? Vis count. 

The war, we are now told, has begun. 
The'dispatch of Lord Cloncurty says, the 
Allies " ARE AT WAR," and all the 
world knows, that France has committed 
no act of hostility, while she still holds 
out the olive branch to all Europe. In 
the report of the Earl of Liverpool's 
speech, duriugthe debate of last Monday 
night, he dropped, that the object of the 
war was "to destroy that SYSTEM," 
which was now existing in France. The 
Times newspaper of Tuesday last has this 
passage; — " La Vendee has risen 1 .' It 
" may be recollected, that we not long ago 
" noticed the sailing via secret expedition, 
u consisting of several skips ofvrar. These 
"•ships sailed from Falmouth, and were 
" destined to the coast of La Vendee, to 
" supply the loyalists in that country with a 
" quantity of arms of every description, in 
"conformity with their earnest solicita- 
u tions. According to advices received on 
" Sunday by Government, the landing of 
" the arms had been effected witfc great 
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« manageraeitfand address, and they ^ete 
« received by the people with equal grati- 
*< tude. Id the course of yesterday this 
u important intelligence .was ^ouficmed,* 
" by the arrival pf the Cephalus. sloop vf 
"war at Portsmouth, from the. coast of 
" France,which>according to a telogj^hic-, 
" message to the Admiralty f did ,00* tjuit 
<5her station iaotil.it was known that J he 
" insurrection was general, . tha - white 
" coqkade mounted, and the cause of 
*' Louis X VII [., every where proclaimed. 
u Immense .numbers trooped to the Royal 
"standard. Report, though probably. 
46 with some exaggeration, made tjiem al- 
a ready amount to 60,000. Among the 
a leaders are the friends, the relatives, 
4i the avengers of thoee glorious men, who 
*' fell in the cause of their country in the 
"field, on the scaffold, and in the don- 
" geon.. There is the son of the truly 
" great Charette ; there are the associates 
of Sombreuil, and Georges, and Frotte." 
Thus, then, even before war has been 
declared, it is. publicly announced, that 
we have sent arms to assist insurgents in 
JFrance. How exactly the present state 
of things resembles the state of things in 
1793 and 1704! The. following is pub* 
lished, in the Times newspaper of 22d 
Instant, a& an extract of a Proclamation, 
issued at Petersburgh on the 95th of 
April, addressed to the. French people : 
" You entered my territories, unprovoked, 
f c with fire and sword, you plundered, and 
« destroyed wherever you came ; you en- 
* c tered my capital, which you laid wast 4. 
4i I entered your territories, and took 
**<your capital, but destroyed nothing, 
i6 Again, unprovoked, you raise the 
" sword, and destroy the peace of nations. 
* 4 1 mil now enter your territories, once 
" more, to conquer peace ; and wherever 
* I meet with resistance, I will UTTERLY 
<" DESTROY YOU FOR YOUR PER* 
*< FI DY." Whether this be authentic or 
not, as such it has gone forth to the world, 
and, of course, to France. Louis, on his 
part, tells the French, that his only error 
was too much clemency; but there are 
times, when every thing may be pardoned 
but a perseverance in crimes. All this is 1 
ao like the proclamation of the Buke of 
Brunswick, and the proclamations from 
Coblcntz, that no one can pretend that It 
has the smallest pretensions to novelty. 
TV wind up the whole, Engkod has agreed 



to pay' suosjdses* to -the invading Jco^ti- 
nejital*anmes. • > ' * ' ~- i 

This is the scene^of 1793 returned r all 
the:soverergns of Europe combined 4g*mst 
the French nation and its pririciptes of&o- 
ver»m*ftti That 'this is the trae: Pit^tfrs- 
Unvnaime will deny Vaod, wesbulVnow 
see to what it wiH bring France* thereat 
of Europe, -jmd eorsOivee. The prepara- 
tions on both sides arfr enormous j all the 
means of '.destruction that Europe affords 
have been collected,' or are collecting ; all 
the treasures that Europe a flordsare ready 
to poor forth; all-the hostile passions are 
rouzed* That we shall- witness carnage 
most horrible Irhave- not the least doubt; 
that we shall again hear of very rigorous 
proceedings in France is to be expected; 
popular /vengeance will again* perhaps, 
surpass, the bounds of ordinary justice! 
the bosom of that fine country may again 
be lacerated by her own children as wtll 
as by their enemies j but I do not believe, 
that, let what else will happen, the Boor* 
boss will ever again be placed on the 
throne of France ; I do not believe; that 
the French people will ever again submit 
to their twajr* 

,1 grant? that, if once entered into $e 
war, the stimulus to exertion and perse* . 4 
verance, on the part of the coalition* of 
Sovereigns, will be greater than eVer it 
ha* before been ; forj if they be now com- 
pelled to leave France with her princi- 
ples, after a war of any duration, they 
must see thatthose principles will not oe 
long in making their way over all Europe, 
even to its utmost bounds. They must 
see that this is the last war on the subject ; 
the iast agitation of the question. But, on 
the other hand, the French people must 
see that their (ate depends upon their exer- 
tions and perseverance. They will all now 
be armed; the whole of that populous 
country will be in motion; already the 
old confederation appear to be reviving. 
If there be no neutrality allowed out of 
France, 'we may be assured, that none 
will be allowed in it. If the rich be dis- 
inclined to bestir themselves, the poor 
wilt take the riches- along with the office 
of defending them. The men who now com- 
pose the- government of France are not 
men to stop at the end of a part of their 
means. . They will say, " France must 
" be defended. Without new* cmfisxm* 
"Horn; without new soriures of the 
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<c wealths of egotist* ; without new com- 
(' mittens of surveillance ; without new 
" revolutionary tribunals; without a 
" new deportation jaf priests and e#-no- 
u bles t ; without aji, or «uy of *these, if 
" possible ; buf, at any rate, Frame must 
" be defended" I lay-little stress,. there- 
fore, on the accounts which are given us, 
of the respectable, townspeople, the re- 
spectable proprietors, the resectable 
professional men, being for, the. King. 
These respectable peopje must march and 
£ght, or thejr, professions,, as in the first 
war, will serye as a reward for those who 
.will fight and who are without posses* 
sums. . 

^ Napoleon is very violently abused, in 
pur newspapers,, for having put 50,000 
muskets into the hands of the artizans and 
labourers pf the suburbs of Paris* who 
are compared to the i inhabitants of Rag- 
iair and St. Giles's. But, these writers 
Jell us, very often, of men charged with 
crimes being sent by.our magistrates to 
ihejleet.or the, army, instead of being 
sent to prison as malefactors. If our 
country were invaded, would not the 
government accept of the offers of 
labourers andartteans? If the rich, in 
France, should (I do not believe they 
will) endeavour to remain neutral^ is 
there any chance, of our- seeing them so 
remain with impunity f If there be one 
rich to five poor, and if he does not con* 
tribute the means to enable the five to 
act, himself setting the example, those 
means will, of course, be taken from him 
and given* in one shape or another, to the 
five poor. This was the principle upon 
which the French nation acted before; 
and, if necessity again puts this principle 
in practice, the consequences will naturally 
be the same as before. 

If my view of the matter be, therefore, at 
all near the truth, it is not a holiday war, 
on which we are about to enter. Nor is 
it likely to be a very halcyon time with 
those, whom we say we have for our 
friends in France, and of whose punish- 
ment, if detected, it is impossible that we 
can have the face to complain. " A 
vigour beyond the taw" was justified in 
England at a time when England was not 
invaded; when she had all Europe fight- 
ing « on her side against France; when 
there was scarcely a possibility of an 
enemy setting foot on her shdre. We 
faanot, therefore, be surprised, if Napo- 



leon should resort' to a similar vigour, 
under the circumstances that are now ap- 
proaching. Our writers cry aloud against 
Napoleon's resorting to the levy of a mil- 
lion, or two, of National Guards. They 
call this a horrible tyranny. To be sure f 
because it is formidable to his enemies, 
who seek his destruction. Chateau- 
briand, from the if Council Chamber" 
at Ghent, talks of the danger of this 
disastrous conscription. Well he may. 
But he says, that, luckily, the invasion of 
France, last year, destroyed several manu- 
factories of arms. Courage I Monsieur. la 
Viscomte de Chateaubriand \ Armless as 
they will be, you would not, I imagine, 
care to face any one of them, even with 
Lally Tolemlal at yomr back. This call- 
ing out of the National Guard, Monsieur 
le Viscomte calls an " immense haul; * 
" general proscription ; an extermination 
" of the French people at a blow ; a fright* 
"ful and monstrous thing." 

Turning from this sorry bombast, this 
ridiculous trash, we may I think, look 
upon it as certain, that to keep the Bour- 
bons upon the throne el France, if dnce 
placed there, would require foreign sol- 
diers stationed in every city, town, village 
and hamlet, unless those Bourbons go- 
verned upon the present principles. Td 
conquer, in such a way, such a nation as 
France, is impossible. Language does 
not contain the words to describe the 
means of effecting such subjugation. All 
the hired troops in all Europe would not 
take from the people of France their 
lands, or make them pay tythes, or submit 
to feudal rights and laws. And yet, if 
this be not done, " French principles" 
remain, and the Pitt system has accom- 
plished nothing but the distress and degra- 
dation of England and the creation of an 
American navy. 

Thus, Sir, I think, I have shewn, that 
that system, which is still called the Pitt 
system, has completely failed in all that 
it professed to have in view, and that it is 
in a fair way of completely succeeding ia 
destroying all that has supported it But, 
I must not conclude without clearly pro- 
testing against being understood to as- 
cribe this system exclusively to one of the 
two political parties Who have so long 
been striving against each other for the 
possession of power. The party who are 
now out of place, did, when they were ia 
place, yvnu* precisely the sam* system* 
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Indeed, they defended their measures by 
asserting that they were consonant to the 
principles and system of Pitt, and that he 
-would have done the same under like cir- 
cumstances. This tile other party used to 
deny. Both parties pretended that they 
were, and still pretend that they are, *the 
followers of Pitt u Ours is his system," 
say one party. u No," say the other, 
*' it is we who possess, his true system.** 
Like the two convents of monks, who, in 
their holy zeal, blackguarded each other 
for four centuries, each of them swearing 
that they possessed exclusively the real 
cross on which Christ was crucified. A mu- 
tual friend to these ghostly brotherhoods, 
at one time, interfered, recommending a 
miracle to make both real crosses. But 
this did not suit the brotherhood whose 
cross happened to be in vogue, as they 
*rould thereby have let their rivals in for 
a share of the offerings. 

No miracle is, however, necessary in 
the case before us. The people of Eng- 
land, long ago cured of party delusions ; 
long ago sickened by the professions of 
hunters after place ; long ago disgusted with 
the wrangling of the OUTS and the INS, 
whom they have constantly seen unite and 
cordially co- operate against reform; the 
people are quite willing to give them both 
credit for possessing the real Pitt system, 
and to believe, that, if those who are now 
OUTS were INS, they would do precisely 
that which is now doing, and that which 
will be done, by their opponents. 
I am, Sir, with great respect, 

your faithful and obedient servant, 

. Wm. Cobbett. 



AMERICA and ALGIERS, 

A3 the war, which has now begun be- 
tween the " Democratic Rulers" of Ame- 
rica and the " Regular Government 19 of 
Algiers, may lead to important conse- 
quences, it is proper to insert here the 
grounds of this war, as far as we can come 
at them. We have the American official 
documents only. America has a tell-tale 
sort of government. It has no state secrets. 
It blabs out the proceedings in negocta- 
tions, while the negotiators are still assem- 
bled. Not so the Regular Government of 
Algiers, which is one of the u ancient and 
venerable institutions 9 * which the Bosto- 
man Noblesse so much admire; one of 
the a gems in the crown of ancient .glory," 



of which Mr. Chateaubriand speaks so 
feelingly and so foolishly ; one of the links 
in the chain of the u social system," which 
has recently been under the hammers of 
so many able artrzans at Vienna. The 
Regular Government of Algiers does not 
make any prefaces to war. It, observes a 
dignified silence till it has actually begun 
and made some progress in the tear ! Tilt t 
it has made a good haul of the enemy** 
ships, before he knows -that he is looked 
upon as an enemy. This rathe practice of 
the Regular Government; the "ancient 
" and venerable institution, in Algiers." 
I shall now insert, first, an account of the 
grounds of war from the National Intel* 
ligencer, published at Washington ; next 
the Report of Congress upon the subject^ 
and last, the Act of Congress declaring 
war againBt Algiers. For, the reader 
will observe, that, in the Irregular Go- 
vernment of America, war cannot be de- 
clared by the Chief Magistrate, without 
the consent of the people's rtal represent 
tatives. — I reserve a few remark* to. foU 
low the doepments. 

Grounds of the War.— From tie National! 
Intelligencer. 



It is probable that many of our 1 
may not bear in mind the facts on which 
the recent Declaration of War against Al- 
giers is predicated. We have, therefore^ 
obtained for their information* the Report 
made on the subject by Mr, Gaston, of the 
House of Representatives, chairman of 
the oofmnittee, to whom the bill was re- 
committed in secret sitting. — The docu- 
ments accompanying the Report, which 
are too long, and perhaps not proper, for 
present publication, are so conclusive, as 
to leave no doubt on the mind of any one 
who hears or reads them, of the impos- 
sibility of re-establishing Peace with the 
Dey of Algiers, unlets by coercion, ex- 
cept under the most base and humiliating 
condition. Our readers may judge of 
the inveterate hostility of that barbanaa 
tyrant towards us, growing merely out o£ 
the most sordid cupidity and natural fero- 
city and cruelty of temper, by two or 
three facts, collected from a momentary 
glance at the documents accompanying 
the Report of the committee. — A person 
was entrusted, as from the American mer- 
chants in Spain, with the task of endea- 
vouring to procure the liberation of the . 
eleven or twelve of our citizens captive in' 
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Algiers, for whom he was authorised to I 
give a ransom, not exceeding 3000 dollars ' 
per man. .To every attempt of this kind, 
fhe Dey replied, u that not for two mil- 
" lions «f dollars would he sell his Ame- 
rican slaves!"— In reply to an appli- 
cation, in the most confidential manner, 
to one of the Dey's ministers, to know the 
terms which the Dey expected to extort 
from the United States (by keeping our 
citizens slaves) in the event of a treaty 
wit |i them, it appears 9 that "it wa»a set- 
c * tlexj point with the Dey^ from which ho 
""could by no meant swerve, that in the 
"first place, for the privilege of passing the 
* streigbts pif Gibraltar, two millions of 
u dollars would be required of the Ame- 
u rican Government, and then the stipu- 
w lations of the late treaty might be re- 
u newed (the old tributary treaty) after 
" Paying up all arrears of tribute,*' Sec. &c. 

THE REPORT. 

The committee to whom has been referred Hie 
Bid " for the protection of the United States 
M agaia§t the Algerine cm iters,* with instruc- 
tions to enquire and report in -detail the facta 
upon which the measure contemplated is predi- 
cated, report— That in the month of July, 181?, 
fb£ Dey of Algiers , taking offence, or pretending 
to take offence, a* the fpiality and quantity of a 
sbi^li^fcrtnnftart •tores made bjrthe United 
States, in pursuance ol the stipulation in the 
Treaty of 179& f and refusing to receive the 
smres, extorted from the American Consul Ge- 
neral at Algiers, by threats oif personal impri- 
sonment, and ol reducing to slavery all Ame- 
ricans in his power, a sum of money claimed as 
the arrearages of Treaty stipulations* and denied 
by the United Spates to be doe; and then com* 
pelled the Consnl, and all cititens of the United 
States at Algiers, abroptly to quit his dominions. 
—It farther appears to the committee, that on the 
25th of Angnst following, the American brig 
Edwin ot Salem, owned by Nathaniel Silsbee 
of that place, while ou a voyage from Malta to 
Gibraltar, was taken by an Algerine Corsair, 
and" carried into Algiers as prize. The com : 
mander of' the brig. Captain George Camp- 
belt Smith, arid the crew, ten in number, have 
erer since been detained in captivity, with 
toe exception of two of them, whose release 
has been effected under circumstances not indi- 
cating any change of hostile temper on the part 
of the Dey." It also appears, that a vessel, sailing 
under the Spanish flag has been condemned* 1 in 
Algiers^ as laying a false claim to that flag, 



and concealing her trne American character. 
In this vessel was taken a Mr. Pollard,, who 
claims to be an American citizen, and is believed 
to be of If Arfolk, Virginia, and who, as an Ame- 
rican citizen, is kept in captivity. The govern- 
ment, jastty solicitous to relieve, these unfortu- 
nate captives, caused an agent, (whose connec- 
tion with the government was not disclosed) to 
be sent to Algiers, with the means' and with in- 
structions to effect their ransom, if it could bo 
doue at a price not exceeding three thousand 
dollars per man. The effort did not succeed, 
because of the Dey's avowed policy to increase 
the iKftmbea ot hia American slaves, in order te* 
be able to compel a renewal of bis treaty witls 
the United States, on terms suited to his rapa- 
city* Captain Smith, Mr. Pollard, and the Mas- 
ter of the JSdsvm, are not confined, nor kept a* 
haad labour ; but the rest of the captives are sub- 
jected to the well-known horrors of Algerine 
slavery. The Committee hove not beenappriseil 
of any other specific outrages upon the person* 
or property of American citizens besides those 
stated ; and they apprehend, that the fewness of 
these is attributable to the want of opportunity- 
and not ol inclination in the Dey, to prey upon) 
our commerce, and to enslave onr citizens. The 
war with Britain baa hitherto stmt the Mediter- 
ranean against American vessels, which, it nay/ 
be presumed will now shortly venture upon it. 
The committee are all of opinion, upon the evi- 
dene* which has been laid before thesn, Wat the 
Dey of Algiers considers bis treaty with the 
United Stales as at an end, and is waging war ' 
against thenv The evidence upon which this iw 
founded, and from which ore extracted the facts- 
above stated, accompanies this report, and with- 
it is respectfully submitted-- 

AN ACT 

For the protection of the commerce of the 
United States against the Algerine Crnizers. 

Whprbas, the Dey' of Algiers, on the coast of 
Barbery, has commenced a predatory warfare 
against the United States — 

BE it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre* 
stntativesef the United States of America m Con- 
gress asscmbki, That it shall be lawful fully to 
equip, officer, man and employ such of the armed 
vessels of the Uoited States as may be judged re- 
quisite by thePresident of the United States, for 
protecting effectually the commerce and seamen 
thereof on the Atlantic' ocean, the Mediterranean 
and adjoining seas. 

" Sect. 2. And be it further enacted, That it shall 
be lawfulfor the President of the United States 
to iuitruct the commanders of the respective 
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public vessels aforesaid, to subdue, seise, and 
make prize of all vessel*, goods, and effect*, ot or 
belonging to tlie pey of Algiers, ot tahia subjects, 
•ad to bring or send the same into port* to be 
proceeded agaiu't and distributed according to. 
Uw j and al»o, to cause to be dene, ah* such other 
acts of precaution or hostility, as the state of war 
will justify, and may in bis opinion require.,-, ( , 

Sec. 3. An* be it further enncUd, That an the 
application of the owners of private armed year 
eels of the United States, the President #f the 
United States msy grant them . special corarais- 
saons, in the form which be shall direct under the 
seal of the United States ; and such private armed 
vessels,' when so commissioned, ahaH have the like 
authority for subduing, seizing, £akiog, aadhriftg*. 
ing into port any A Igerine vessels, goods ore*- 
frets, as the above-me nttoned public armed ves- 
sels may bylaw have ; and shall therein be sob* 
ject to the instructions, which may be given by 
the President of the United States, for the regn- 
lattoH of their conduct, and their conwnissMs 
shall be revocable at his pleasure; Provided, 
That before any commission shcN be granted as 
aforesaid, the owner -or owners of the vessel for 
which' the same may be requested, and the com- 
mander thereof for the time being, shall gsue 
bead to the United States, with at least twe ace* 
pooaible snreties, net interested in such vessel*, 
In the penal sum of seven tltonsami dpltara, or if 
aneh vessel be provided with mere thaw one bun* 
dred and fifty mens in the penal sum of fourteen 
tbensand dotlarev with condition far observing the 
' treaties and laws of the United States, and tlie 
instructions which may begiven as aforesaid, and 
also for satisfying all dammres aad injuries which 
abaft be done .contrary to the tenor tliereof, by 
such commissioned vessel, and for delivering op 
the commission when- revoked by tlie President 
of the United State?. 

Sec. 4. And he it furtlur enacted, That any Al- 
germe vessel, goods or effect.*, which may be so 
captured and brought into port, by any private 
earned vessel of the United States, duly commis- 
sioned as aforesaid, may be adjudjged good prize, 
sfnd thereupon snail accrue to the owners, and 
officers, and men of" tWe capturing vessel, and 
shall be distributed accortftng to the' agreement 
wkseh shall have beeh made between them; or, 
to failure of snob agreement-, according to the 
discretion ot the court having cognizance of the 



. There is one circumstance connected 
with this Algerine war, which I think 
worthy of particular notice ; and that is, 
tnis regular government began, it appears, 
its (Hpredations on the Americans, just aS 



these latter nrere entering upon irftr with 
US! some of -our modestand honest gen- 
tlemen ; spine of our most honourable men* 
have called America an assassin, because^ 
she made war against us, while we. were, 
at war with Napoleon. . .What will tbey 
fay now, of the veaerabtehead of this Afri- 
can state? The ^same honorable wor- 
Sues Ataje said*, that because America 
^ent fo war. with us, white we. bad to 
itgj}t I>^puoleon, ,she was the slave of. Na* 
#oieop ? . v ljut I hope they wjir not apply* 
this reasoning to.ttoe present war between 
Am. Grig* and t Algiers; I fervently hope, 
th^at no* one will pretend^ that, because* 
Algiers w;ent to war with .America while 4 
America had tp fight us> ; Algiers was the 
.sjave o( England t-»— As to the result of 
tjie.war, I Jiave no doubt,; .that. the Def 
will not have, to^ rejoice, much at the sue-* 
cess of his undertaking. A dry blow in* 
stead of millions of dollars are likely to be 
his portion. As an Englishman, 1 must 
wish, that the Algerines may be beaten iy 
those, who Hare; ^fortunately, s6° often 
beaten thy owh country men.— The Times 
newspaper has told "us^ that it is inspected, 
that the ATgerine? war is, with America, a 
PftEf KXT for increasing Iter 'navy., In-' 
deed, Doetor 1 and, in what civilian hav*' 
you discoVehr&l, thai America is restrained 
from augmenting her navy alh^r pleasure ? 
What nee,d has sfte of pretexts ? I' know," 
indeed, 1 that, amongst your other follies, 
you 'did, during last summer, insist up- 
onif, that, in' making peace with ArneYica,' 
she should, at ldst, be compelled to stipu- 
late not t& have any ships* of war beyond 
a certain she and number: But, the sti- 
pulation was not obtained ; arid ' no w^ in- 
stead of big menaces, you throw out jour 
stispettiags for the cogitations of trie wisd 
John Bult.— Away drireller! and a 1 watt 
a similar fate to your predictions as to the 
humiliations of France. • ' 

i . ! ' 11 1' .. ■■ " 

OVERTURES OP PEACE FROM THK 
EMPEROR NAPOLEON. 

LETTER FROM M. CAULAINCOURT TO VISCOVKT 
CA8TLBREAOH, DATED PARIS, 4th AFRIL, 

181$, 

My Lord—The Emperor was anxious to ex* 
press directly to his Royal Highness the Prince 
Regent the sentiments wluch inspire Jiim, and to 
make known to liim the high value. which he- 
places on the maintenance of the peace happily, 
existing between the two countries. I am com- 
manded jo consequence, my Lord, to address to 
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e«9l may 27, toi5.-4k^re*o/P***, &< 

yes) the MBfied tetter* Mil to beg your Excel* 
lenry lo present it to hw Reyat Highness — The 
first wis* of the Emperor being, that/tHe rcptoe of 
Europe should, remain inviolate, bis Majesty has 
beso miction* to manifest tin* disposition, to- tin; 
Sovereigns who are btitf Assembled at Vienna, nod 
to slip) her- So vereigas;< I have, See. ' '* -' 

(Sigurd)r CAULAiifcuuRT, Doc da Vkence- 



£BTTER> FROM If. DB CAULAINCeUR/T TO TIT* 
£OC*T CASTLEREACH| DAT ftp PARJS, APRtL 

4, i*i«. . * ' • ; 

My Lord — the expeetatiena which* induced 
tiU Majesty the Emperor, toy August Sovereign, h^verumrot* 1 wavetbe'booonr, &c< 



Sovmigu*' art $stybs^d ? \ is Jjis/Maj^sty is, r ta 
,make tlieir bsoeoe. ,corjsut in. the preservation of 
paflcr,b5|rta«i*f ; peairtr'tfnder the safeguard of 
UoiK^ir. S^lj arc, my jU>?<!i the sentiments with 
wlucii ty> Majesty is si ocjejety animated, and which. 
In? has com m end ed mm- to+makc '-known to your 



to snbnn)t to the greatest sacrifices, have not 
keen fulfilled : France baa not received the price 
of the devotion of it* Monarch : her hopes have 
beee> lamentably deceived.- After some months 
of painful restraint,, her sentiments, concealed 
with regret, have at length roanVeated themselves 
in an extraordinary manner:, by an tmiyersal 
auid spontaneous impulse, slife lias declared as ber 
deliverer, the man, from whom alone she can. 
Muect the guarantee of her liberties and indc* 
jKodence. The Emperor has appeared, the Royat 
Throne has fallen, and the Bourbon family have 
quitted our territory, without one drop of blood 
laving been shed for their defence. Borne upon the 
arms of tyis people, bis Majesty has traversed 
France, from the point of the coast at which he 
at first touched the ground, as far as the centre of 
Ma oatsstat; to Jtbet residence which ts now aghtn, 
as are all French hearts, filled with our dearest 
raaeusbrances. No obstacles have delayed bis 
Majesty's triumphal progress.; from the instant 
of bis re-landing upon French ground, he resumed* 
the government of his empire, * Scarcely does his 
first reign appear to have been for an instant in- 
terrupted. Every generous passion, every liberal 
t how g h t. has rallied around him ; never did any 
nation present a spectacle of more awful unanf- 
unity. The report of this great event will have 
reached your Lordship. I am commanded to an- 
u ou ra ea it to you, in the name of the Emperor, 
surd to request you will convey this declaration 
to the knowledge of his Majesty tlie King of 
Chute* Britain, your August Master. , This Resto- 
ration of the Emperor to the Throne of France Is 
forbimthe most brilliant of his -triumphs. His 
JHajesty prides himself above all* on the reflec- 
tion, that lie owes it entirely to the love of the 
French people, and he has no other wish then-to* 
repay such affections no longer by the trophies of 
wain ambition, but by all the advantages of an ho- 
nourable repose, and by all the blessings of a 
isappv tranquillity. It is to the dotation of peace 
that the Emperor looks forward for, the accom 
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puahment of his noblest intentions. With a disw 
position te^eespeet the rights^ cybernations, hf» 
Majesty has the pleating htfp£, that* those of the' 
French nation wiQ . remain inviolate. The main- 
tenance of ,tlu> precious eeposU vis. the first, as it 
hvthe dearest ^Imv^dntie* The quiet of the 

world tit -tot' atonf time Vstfred, if alt the othrr* 

oui: *_:«« -L."-if»:.i'i^jt , 'iL-'i:j: •»#_:— ... a . ^ 



(Sfjjned) CxuLAiNcbtJUT, tfuke of Vicence f 
~ . }&* Exc ellency Lord Castlerc agb. Sec* 

LETTER FROM VISCOUNT CASTLEREAGH TO IV 
. CAUtA^ COURT, DATKO^ DO.WN I NG STREET, 
.. AFRIL 8j >815w* '■:-.: 

Sia— 1 have been' boifonred wHb two letters 
from your excellency bearing date the 4th Lust, 
from Peris, one of Ujem covering a letter adV - 
dressed to bis Royal Highness the Prince Regent* 
I am to acquaint yoifr Excellency, that the' Prince 
Regent has declined receivingjUie letter addressed^ 
by your, Excellency te me, to Vienna, for the 
information and consideration of the Allied So^ 
vcreigos and Plenipotentiaries there assembled. 
* I am, Sec. ' Castlereagh. 

nscowrr castxbreaqh: /to the earl or 

* CLAHCARTV, DATED FOR EI 61* OFFICE, 8Ttt 
APRIL, 1815. 

M-r Lord-— I herewith- .inclose a copy of an 
Overture this day received from M. deX'aalahv 
court, with the answer returned. You will com-, 
mtinicate the same to the Allied Sovereigns and 
Plenipotentiaries at Vienna, for their informa- 
tion. I have the honour to be, Sec. 

(Signed) Castlereaoh. 

Earl of Claucarty, Sec. 

TBJB EAttt OF CLANCARTY TO VISCOUNT CASTLE* 
REACH, DATED TIER N A; MAY 6, 1815. 

My Lord— Adverting to yonr Lordship's dis* 
patch, No. 3, and to its several ineiosures, con> 
vcying a proposal made by the existing Govern* 
merit in prance, and your lordship's answer 
thereto, I have the honour to acquaint you, for 
the information of his Majesty's Government, that 
at a conference held on the 3d inst. bjs ^Highness 
Prince Metternich acquainted us,' that a M. do 
Strassant, who had been stopped on his way 
hither, at Lints, from not having been furnished 
with proper passports, had addressed a letter to 
his Imperial Majesty, and . therewith forwarded 
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tome unopened letter* which the-Emperor titd di- 
rected him to unseal in the presence of the Ple- 
nipotentiaries of the Allied Power*. These 
proved to be a letter from Bonaparte, addressed 
to hi* Majesty, professing a desire to continue at 
peace, to observe the stipulation* of the Treaty 
of Pari;*, Sec. and a letter from M. de Caulain- 
coort to Prince Metternich, containing similar 
professions. After read ins these Papers, it was 
considered whether any, and what answer should 
be made thereto, when the general opinion ap- 
peared to be, that none should be returned, and 
no notice whatever taken of the proposal. Upon 
this, as indeed npon all other occasions snbse- 
qnent to the resumption of authority by Bona- 
parte, wherein the present Mate of the Continen- 
tal Powers, with regard to France, has come wi- 
der discussion, but one opinion lis* appeared to 
direct the Councils of the several Sovereigns. 
They adhere, and from the commencement have 
never oeased to adhere, to their Declaration of 
the 1 3th of March, with respect to the actual 
Ruler of France. They are in a state of hostility 
with him and his adherents, oat from choice, but 
from necessity, because past experience has 
shewn, that no faith ha* been kept by him, and 
that no reliance can be placrd ou the profession* 
of one who has hitlierto no longer regarded the 
most solemn compacts than as it may have 
so i ted hi* own convenience to observe them, 
whose word, the only assnrance be cau afford for 
its peaceable disposition, is not less in direct op- 
position to the tenor of his former Ufa, than it is 
to the military position hi which be is actually 
placed. They feel thai they should neither per- 
form their duty to themselves or to the people 
committed by Providence to their charge, if they 
were now to listen to those professions of a desire 
for peace which have been made, and suffer 
themselves thns to be Inlled into the supposition 
that they might now relieve their people from 
tha burthen of supporting immense military 
masse*, by diminishing their forces to a peace 
establishment, convinced as the several Sove- 
reigns are from past experience, that no sooner 
should they have been disarmed, than advantage 
would be taken of their want of preparation, to 
renew those scenes of aggression and bloodshed, 
from which they had hoped that the peace so 
glorionsly won at Paris, would 1 long have secured 
them. They are at war, then, for rtie purpose of 
obtaininc some security for their own independ- 
ence, and for tlie re-conqtn st of that peace and 
permantnt tranquillity, for which the world has 
so long, panted. They are not even at war for 
tlie greater or less portion of security which 
France can afford them of futnre tranquility, but 
because France under its present chief, is nn- 
able to afford them any security whatever. In 
this war, they do not desire to interfere with any 
legitimate right ot the French people ; they have 
no design to oppose the claim of that nation to 
choose their own form of Government, or inten- 
tion to trench, in any respect, npon their inde- 
pendence as a great and free people : bnt they 
do think they have a right, and that of the 
highest nature, to contend airainst the re-estab- 



lishment of an Individual as the head of the trench 
Government, whose past conduct has invariably 
demonstrated, that in such a situation be will not 
suffer other nations to be at peace->~whose rest- 
less ambition, whose thirst for foreign conquest* 
aod whose disregard for the rights and independ- 
ence of other States, mnst expose the whole of 
Europe to renewed scenes of plunder and devasta- 
tion. However general the feelings of the Sove- 
reigns may be in favour of the restoration} of the 
King, they no otherwise seek to influence the pro- 
ceedings of the French in rite choice of this or of 
any other dynasty, or form of Government, than 
may be essential to the safety and permanent 
tranquility of tbe rest of Europe ; such rea- 
sonable security being afforded by France in this 
respect, as other fttate* have a legitimate right 
to claim in their own defence, their object wilt 
be satisfied ; and they shall joyfully return to tbst 
state of peace, which will then, and then only, be 
open to them, and lay down those anna upidi 
tbey have only taken up for the purpose #t ac 

3niring that tranquillity so eagerly desired by 
tern on the part of their respective Empires.— 
Such, my Lord, are tbe general sentiments of the 
Sovereigns ami of their Ministers here assem- 
bled ; and it should seem, that the glorious for- 
bearance observed by them, when masters 
of the French capital in the early part of the 
last year, ought to prove to the French, that 
tliis is not a war against their freedom and 
independence, or excited by any spirit of ambi- 
tion, or desire of conquest, bot one arising out of 
necessity, urged on the principles nf eew-pnJser- 
ration, and founded oh that legitimate nod incon- 
trovertible right of obtaining reasonable security 
for their own tranquillity and indepcitdVnce—to 
which, if France has on her part a claim, other 
imfioa* have an equal title to claim at tne hands 
of France. I this day laid before toe Plenipoten- 
tiaries of tlie Three Allied Powers in conference, 
the Note proposed to be delivered npon the ex- 
change of the ratifications of the Treaty of the 
25th March. After the opinions which I bare 
detailed as those with which the Allied Sove- 
reigns are impressed,, with respect to tbe object 
of the war, it is scarcely necessary for me to add, 
that the explanation afforded in this Kote, 
as the construction pnt by his Royal Hignnew 
the Prince Regent on the eighth article of that 
Treaty, was favourably received. Immediate 
instructions will consequently be issued to 
tbe Ambassadors of tlie Imperial Courts of 
Austria and Rnss're, and to tlie Minister of bis 
Prussian Majesty, to accept of this Note on the 
exchange of tbe ratifications of tbe Treaty in 
question. In order to be assured that I have ad- 
vanced nofbing in this dispatch, which does not 
accord with the views of the* Cabinets of the Al- 
lied Sovereigns, I have acquainted the Plenipo- 
tentiaries of the jiigh Allied Powers with the 
contents thereof, and have the honour to inform 
you, that the sentiments contained tn ft entirety 
coincide with those of their respective Courts, 
I have the honour to be &c 

(Signed) Clabcarty. 
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LETTER IX. 

To the Earl op Liverpool. 

On the poUtkd Effects Produced in Ame- 
rica by the Peace of Ghent. 

' Botlep, 29tt Af«y t 1815. 

Mt Lord— It was frequently observed 
by me, iu former letter*, which I had the 
honour to address to your Lordship, dur- 
ing' the war with America, that, if you 
were, at test, as I foretold you would be, 
compelled to make peace without hum* 
blmg America, and, indeed, without sub- 
duing her, or nearly subduing her, the re* 
suit would be honourable to her, seeing 
that she would, in a war single-handed 
against England, -have .succeeded in de- 
fending herself. It was clear, that, when 
once the contest became a single combat, 
. to, defend herself must be to her triumph 
and to us defeat. And, if she came out 
•f the war without any, even the smallest 
concession, her triumph over us must 
raise her greatly in the estimation of her 
own people and of all the world. She did 
come out of the war in this way; and the 
natural consequences have followed. 

I do not know, that I hare before no- 
ticed the fact in print, but it is now time 
that I should ; I mean the curious fact 
relative to the proclamation of peace with 
America. We know that peace with any 
power is usually proclaimed by HE- 
RALDS, who, starting at St. James's 
Palace, go into the City, ^rith a grand dis- 
play of armorial ensigns, and accompanied 
hy troops in gay attire, and by bands of 
martial mufic, stopping, from time to time, 
to read the King's proclamation of the 
peace. This was done at the Peace of 
Amiens and at the Peace of Paris. In- 
deed, it is the usual way in which the 
cessation of war b proclaimed. 

Now, then, how was the peace with 
America proclaimed ? There was no pro- 
cession at all : there was nothing of the 
usual ceremony. But, the Comix* news- 
paper, and, I believe, that paper only, 
informed the public, that "peace with 
"America was proclaimed to-day, by 



" reading the Proclamation, in the USU- 
" AL WAT, at the door k of the office at 
" Whitehall." This was all, and, I will 
be bound, that eren the people passing in 
the street did not know what ft was that 
was reading. This is what the Couniut 
calls the usual way of proclaiming peace ! 
There was no illuminations; no iiring of 
guns ; no ringing of bells; no demonstra- 
tions of joy. In short, the country, which 
had been so eager for the war, and so una* 
nimous for its prosecution, seemed not at 
all to regret, that it never knew the exact 
period when peace returned. It felt 
ashamed of the result of the war, and was 
glad to be told nothing at all about it. 

But, in America! There the full force 
of public feeliug was made manifest. — 
The country resounded front New Or-^ 
leans to the utmost borders of the Lakes;' 
from the orange groves to the wheat lands, 
buried four feet deep in snow, was heard 
the voice of joy, the boast of success, the 
shout of victory. I, wao had always felt 
anxious for the freedom of America ; I, 
whose predictions have been so completely 
fulfilled in the result of this contest; 
even I cannot keep down all feeling of 
mortification at these demonstrations of 
triumph, related in the American prints 
now before me* Even in me, the Eng- 
lishman so far gets the better of all other 
feelings and consideration. What, then, 
must be the feelings of those, my Lord, 
who urged on and who prosecuted that 
fatal war? 

An American paper now before me, 
the Boston " 9 Yankee," of the Oth pf De- 
cember last, gives an account, copied 
from our London papers, of our Jubilee 
last summer, when " old Blucheh" was 
so squeezed and hugged, and had his jaws 
so nastily licked over by the filthy wo- 
men, who were called " Ladies." Thia 
Yankee calls it " JohnBuWs great No*. 
tional Jubilee;"'' and, I assure you, the 
famous victory gained by the naval force 
of England over the American fleet on the 
Serpentine River is not forgotten ! But,, 
the editor of the Yankee has made a mis- 
take* lie thought it was the 1%ames on 
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whicb ttytt memorable Rattle was fought. 
Not so, good Mr. Yankee, the Serpen- 
tine River, as it is called, is a little wind- 
■ ing lake in Hyde Park, about the width 
ef a large duck pond, and is fed by a lit- 
tle stream, or rather gutter, and empties 
itself by the means of another gutter at 
the other end. It was this quality of lake 
that made the scene so very apt. 

These are mortifying recollections, my 
Lord, and I do not know that they will 
be rendered less so to you by the addition 
of the reflection, that, if you had followed 
my advice, there neve* would have been 
any ground for them. 

The political effects in America of such 
a peace must he wonderful. Indeed, tiiey 
etidently are so. The meu who, in- the 
New England States, were forming open 
combinations against Mr. Madison, are, 
a> I told you they would be, covered with 
that sort of difgrace, that deep disgrace, 
which defeated malice always brings upon 
its head. They appear, from all I can 
gather, to have become the butt of ridi- 
cule, after Having long been the object of 
serious censure. These men are suspected 
of treasonable views and acts. At any 
rate, they are chargeable with a r*al at* 
tempt to destroy the liberties of their 
country, in revenge for their rejection by 
the people. They were defeated in their 
grasp at the supreme powers of the union, 
and they have endeavoured to do as the 
baboon is said to have dona with the fair 
lady, that is, destroy that which they 
could not possess. 

Mr. Pickering, to whom the Times 
newspaper looked up as the * hangman 
and successor of Mr. Madison." no& talks 
like a very hearty republican ; but the 
poor gentleman seems to know very little 
of what, is going on here. Ife says, that 
you made peace, because so many petitions 
were poured in against continuing the rear ; 
and your Lordship knows, that not one 
Such petition was pourcdiu. He says, that 
the failure at New Orleans will put t/ou 
out of place. Poor Gentleman ! how 
little, how very little does he know about 
you ! He says, that the Opposition have 
clamoured for peace. It was the Oppo- 
sition who urged on the war, and only 
found fault ^vith you for not dowig the 
Yankees more mischief than you did. Yet 
this, this is one of the men, to whom we 
have looked as capable of overthrowing 
Mr. Macjjson ! Tlds is one of the men who 



was to " re-unite tye colonies to the pa- 
rent state!" 

It is very true, I acknowledge,* that a 
dangerous faction has arisen in the Re- 
public. I see very clearly, that wealth 
has introduced a taste for what are called 
honours. Vanity is making a desperate 
effort to decorate mem with titles. The 
taw forbids it ; but vanky is at open war 
with law. The germ of aristocracy, which 
was discovered in the New England 6tate^ 
and, in $ few instances, in some of the 
others, at the end of the war of independ- 
ence, has grown out now to full ?iew. 
There are 'Squires and Honourables ia 
abundance. There are the " Honourable 
the Governor ;" " His Honour the 
' Judge ; ,T and so on. These men wiU 
soon begin to regret. that they have no one 
to give them permanent titles ; that they 
have no "fountain of honour" That 
-which men regtet the want of they endear 
vour to obtain, whenever an occasion of- 
fers. The Priests of New England ap* 
pear to be working hard to procure some- 
thing in the way of ** establishment. Hence 
the joy of both these at the restoration of . 
the Bourbons, the old French Noblesse, 
the Pope, and tjie Jesuits ; and hence, 
they will, I venture to predict, ha as aba~ 
sive of Napoleon, Caroot, Fouche, Rev 
derer, and Merlin, as ia our TiirfEs newa*» 
paper. 

lathe mean while, however, the people 
are sound republicans; and, it will take 
some years to overset their government, 
though the manners and tastes of many 
may be corrupted. The following letters 
which I have received from America, will 
shew you, that the war, and especially 
the peace, have produced a great change 
in thatcountry. They will also shew you 
that, long ago, I had hit upon the true 
nail, and that you ought to have paid at- 
tention to me sooner than you did. Xhe 
newspapers from America breathe a spirit 
of resentment, which it should be our ob- 
ject to allay, if possible ; but, really, the 
language of our prostituted prass was rach* 
that, added io the " character of the war/* 
it is almost impossible, that reconciliation 
should take place during an age to come. 

Before I conclude, I beg leave to call 
your Lordship's attention 'to the state- 
ments iu the American papers, relative to 
our treatment of the American prisoners 
of tear; also to call your attention to cer- 
tain intercepted letters of oar oi&oer*, re- 
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lative to plunder ; and further to call your 
attention to their charges relative to the- 
parole, giveu. by General Pack ev ham, 
when he was about to assault, and to 
take, as he expected, New Ohi/EAns. I 
dare not copy these* Newgate is not -so 
pleasant as B*>tley. .But, still I do most 
anxiously wish to see these papers pub- 
lished here; because they might then be 
met by denial and disproof, \i.ntti true. 
This is a serious matter, my Lord. If we 
dare not publish here, they dare do it in 
America ; and there it is that the effect 
Will be produced injurious to us. I dare 
say, that long before this will reach the 
press, "all these changes, all tfiese liorrid 
narratives, vtiii have been collected in 
America, published in a permanent shape, 
and, perhaps, translated into French, 
Thus will they be read by all the civilized 
world, the people ef England excepted : 
but, thus have 1 done my duty in pointing 
these things out to year Lordship, which 
is all that 1 dare do in, this case. 
I am, &c. &c. 

Wm, Gobbett. 

Boston, 28th March, 1&15. 

Mr. Cobbett — I have read, with great 
satisfaction^ yeur recent essays relative to 
this country. Yon deserve well of your 
native country, as well as of. mine, 
for trying to open the eyes of your coun- 
trymen, that they might see things as 
they really are. But in Old England and 
in New, and I am personally acquaint- 
ed with both, a man need not despair 
making the people believe any thing but 
truth. 

Both your country and mine have been 
long suffering under the cause of "a lying 
spirit" The federal papers in Boston, 
under the direction of the faction, and 
especially the one edited by u the Boston 
Slave," exert all their powers to spread 
a delusive fog before the eyes of their 
sutupid readers, and between them and 
truth. They are worse than your Courier, 
or your Times ; for with their lies, they 
have a trait of malignity and stupidity, 
at which your people must revolt. What 
must be the state of a community where 
the people are fed with poisonous food? 
It would require a revolution of some sort 
to rid the people of the accumulated cor- 
ruption. Our Yeomanry are virtuous, 
brave, and strongly attached to their 
government; but we have score* of pro- 
fessional men among us, who, with less 



learning, and abilities than Souihey, 
wonld damn their country for his salary 
aad a butt of sack. 

Your late essays are re-published in all 
the Republican Papers, ami read, with 
great relish ; while they are carefully ex- 
cluded from all the federal papersv Ne- 
vertheless I suspect that you do not see 
many of our Boston Republican Papers* 
I hare therefore requested, the Editors 
of the Boston Patriot, and Yankee to put 
up a series o£ them for you ; and encou- 
raged them with the hope that you will 
send them your Register* I have also 
sent you an excellent work by Mr. Caret, 
entitled the " Olive Branch" We esteem 
it highly for its facts. You wilt read it 
with pleasure. This book and Jackson's 
victory have blasted the Hartford Con-* 
vention ; and destroyed the high hopes ef 
the Pickerings, the Otisses, and the Sulli* 
vans. The author of that book has a 
just idea of our Boston Saints, of their 
avarice, of their bypocricy, and of thai* 
thirst after ridiculous titles, and even mo* 
narchy.— He has a right idea of our Junto, 
which rises as our country sinks, and 
sinks as our country rises. After perusing 
the Olive Branch, would it not be well 
to throw it in the way of the Edinburgh 
Reviewers? (\) 

(1)1 can fiud a much better use for U, as the 
writer, shall see. The Edinburgh R^vUtoerS are, 
perhaps, as corrupt a junto as the HyrtfotfL Con* 
rati ton,, and of that my correspondent would be 
well convinced, if lie. were to read an article 
upon the. return of Napoleon, published at the 
close of the last number of this work ; in i which 
article they prepared. In advance, for the tear, 
which the^v inspected would take place against 
Prance, in consequence of that wonderful event* 
The truth is, that this \s a Kttle knot of place* 
homing men of .talent, who, by the means ef this 
Review, force themselves successively into the 
receipt of emoluments < * f erived from the public. 
I do not know any set of men, so much- like an* 
oilier, as these Reviewers are like the Federal 
Nohiesju?. Mr. Walcu, of PhUadeJpbia, who 
wrote a book on the state of. France, full of false* 
hoods and of ignorance, aad who, it was confi- 
dently repotted here, was to have had the honour 
of being introduced to a i.o/-& and would, in ai) 
probability, nave enjoyed that blessing, if the 
said Lord had not been unexpectedly eugagtal 
with nU tailor, or somebody else: this Mr* 
Walbh, with the exception of talent, is a toleiv 
ably good specimen of an Edinburgh reviewea. 
Wm, Cobbrtt. 
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I hare read with surprise and disgust 
the official accounts of General Drum- 
in ond and some others, of the battle ol 
Chippewa and Bridcwater. I hare been 
informed by the braTe and modest Colonel 
(now General) Miller, as well as by a 
number of his officers, his- non-commis- 
sioned officers, and privates-, that the Bri- 
tish eannon were many hours in their 
possession,- and that they would have 
brought them off> had not the British 
taken the precaution to carry off the 
limbers, and all the harness, which Mil- 
ler could not supply in the night. I 
firmly believe that all our official accounts 
may be relied on. I hare reason for be- 
fiering it. 

Jackson's tcomderful victory is a'grcater 
.thing to us, that is, of more beneficial 
consequences to America, than the vic- 
tory of Wolfe ; the capture of Burgoine, 
or Gornwalfis* The British were sure of 
New Orleans, and they meant te leave it 
mn ugly bone of contention between the 
U. S. and Spaiu. But Providence forbade 
it. We say Providence , for the great <fe- 
struction on one side, and the unparal- 
leled salvation on the other, prove that 
it could hardly be owing to the contin- 
gent powers of men. It gives strength* to 
3ie opinion Imbibed by people ill every 
period of the world, and in every stage 
of society, that there is a power above us, 
which " shapes things to an end, rough 
hew them how we will." This extra- 
ordinary victory has broken down the 
spirits of the invaders ; they say there is 
a fatality in this American war ; and that 
it is adverse to them. Your countrymen 
fought bravely at New Orleans, very 
bravely. Jackson, and his insured mi- 
litia had coolness enough, in the midst of 
the fight, to observe and ndmire the dis- 
cipline and steady bravery of the English, 
and the valour of their officers ; but who 
could stand before tur cool and accurate 
rilemen, and equally cool and- accurate 
cannoniers ! ! Jacksbn, (a villagc-tarc- 
yer) has far surpassed any General we ever 
had, at any period. 

While we admire Jackson, and his mi- 
litia, let us not Withhold our admiration of 
James Madison! who amidst the most 
virulent, and most obstinate of oppositions 
{gee " the Olive Branch,") has triumphed 
over both internal and external enemies, 
«and planted the proud stripes and stars of 
liis nation in the, sight of the universe. 



Considering the New England opposition/ 
and the nature of our government, and the 
state of our finances, and the villiany of 
the faction, and this' Virginia-man, may 
well be called the Matchless Madisan. 

- Although we are priest-ridden, and 
debased in Massachusetts, 1 hope we are 
not sunk below redemption* The better 
half of Massachusetts have not bowed the 
knee to the effigy of monarchy, set up by 
the contemptible noblesse of Boston. It is 
the yeomanry, thencrre, the 00/11, and the 
sineza of the republic, who have fought 
our battles, while it is the pampered, and 
corrupted flesh, and gormandising sto- 
mach, who preach, pray, and write in 
federal newspapers, and who continually 
deceive the people. 

After the present delnsion is past, I 
hope to see both your country and mine 
shine forth in their native purity. Our 
country is rising rapidly to greatness,, and 
to glory ; and when we have put down 
faction, we shall yet see our species y the 
descendants of Englishmen, shine forth to 
the greatest advantage, in ability, courage,, 
and integrity ; and here we may see dis- 
played the utmost range of the human 
powers. * 

Thirty years ago, I knew Londom, and 
her leading men, including Mr, Fox, and 
some others. They are now nearly all 
dead ; and P have scarcely a* correspon- 
dent left. I wish Old England well ; fop 
there are the sepolchres of my ancestors: 
and tJu?re I resided several yeans, ir haw 
a considerable respect for John Bull ; b*uV 
a greater affection for, 

Jonathan, 

For he is destined to return the tide oC 
glory to the souree whence it sprung. ' 

Bmton, March SOth, 1815. 

Mr. Cobuktt, — A snow-storm having 
prevented the ship Galen from sailing this 
morning, I seize the opportunity her de- 
tention a fiords, to add a few strips from 
some of our late newspapers. I do it by 
way of recompensing you for your excel- 
lent essays, under the form of letters to 
your great men m England, in which 
you tell them important truths relative to 
this country, which, I believe, they can 
obtain through no other channel. 

We admire greatly your accurate pic- ' 
ture of the two parties in this bewitched 
state. What the witches promised, Mac- 
beth, has been whispered to ocrr little-big- 



Digitized by VjOOQI-C 



1*1% 



JUNE 3, 1S15. — ToMr.Cobbett. 



[G82 



men in Massachusetts " ye shall be all 
Thanes U 

The public feeling is not a little excited 
by the recital of our officers and men^ who 
have just returned to Boston -and New 
york,.fwun their. captivity in Nova £cotia, 
and Canada. You will see the narrative 
in the Boston Patriot of yesterday. The 
British prisoners have been uniformly 
treated with kindness by the Americans. 
Humanity is a conspicuous trait in our 
character. 

We look up'to the acute editor of the 
Political Register to lay this grievous 
thing properly before the British public. 
If what is related be not facts, let them be 
contradicted ; and, if they be true, let the 
'perpetrators be exposed, and the robes of 
the nation wiped clean from the stain (2). 

\l leave out a passage here, zchicji though 
complimentary to the part of this king' 
dom, in zchich I was horn, is rather too 
general in its application. But, my 
*chief reason for leaving it out is, that it 
zcouldy in my opinion, tend to do 
iiaum. — W. C%] 

Colonel Scott, (now our valiant 6?e- 
jieral Scott) was early in \he war carried 
prisoner to Montreal and 'Quebec ; and 
received a treatment, which he never can, 
or ought to forget. I had it from his own 
mouth. Scott is a man of talents, educa- 
tion and a gentleman ; but those high 
.officers, in Canada, who heaped every kind- 
ness and attention on the infamous Hull, 
xould not find it in their hearts to, treat 
with ordinary attention and humanity the 
.accomplished Scott. 

As nations, we may be at peace ; but as 
,n people we never shall, so loiig as we 
.remember personal insults and cruel depri- 
vations, especially during sickness. Your 
.ships of war have generally treated our 
.sailors whom they captured, well ; but it 
is the treatment on board .prison-ships, 
and in Canada of which our men corn- 



ers) I have not thought ;it right, and indeed, I 
,do not know that it would be safe, to tend to the 
jtrest the paper$ here referred to t which exhibit 
a picture that strikes one with horror, aud which, 
for the houonr of my country and of human 
nature; I hope is not a true picture.— I have, 
^however, made use of these papers in the way 
^tbat appear* to me most likely to answer a good 
purpose. W*. Cobbjttt. 



plain, and at the thoughts of which they 
regret the termination of war. 

We are much pleased with your very 
accurate account of Federalists aud Re- 
publicans. The papers you now receive 
will hcip jrou to finish the picture you 
have sketched. 

This short war has wrought a wonder- 
ful change in the United States. It has 
taught the traders and shopkeepers of 
Boston, that if their sea-ports werede- 
stroyed, the nation even then, could exist. 
It has peopled our interior, created innu- 
merable manufactures, and taught us all 
that it is to the ^yeomanry we must. look, at 
last, for the support And -defence of .the 
nation. With them is.thc brain, the nerve* 
the bone aud siuew ; for the merchant is 
blown about by every wind of commerce. 
JLIe scarcely feels that he has got a country. 
The French justly estimate these descen- 
dants oi Esau. 

The time was, when these colonies, or 
states, might j 'in their physical and mental 
force, be compared to a wedge, (the most 
forciable of the mechanical powers) the 
butt, or thick edge of which was here in 
Massachusetts, and it went tapering away 
until its thin edge ended in Georgia, and 
on the Mississipi. But Andrew Jackson, 
a village lawyer, has turned this wedge 
iC end for end," and we now feel the force 
pressing /o*us, instead of from us. Mr* 
Matthew Cakey -has explained all this in 
" the olive branch* J" 

The young and spirited men of Mas- 
sachusetts feeling the effects of the miser- 
able policy of their governor, and of the 
Legislature, are fast leaving their homes, 
and emigrating Westward. Even the sons* 
of some of fhe Essex Junto are follow* 
ing where interest leads. They are fly- 
ing from the sterile soil, and bigot ted 
region of Boston to more fertile and 
liberal regions.; and yet our besotted 
government of Massachusetts, aud their 
stupid governor, seem unconscious that 
we are bleeding to death, by this alarming 
emigration. Instead of a libeiai policy, 
our miserable politician's are trying to 
retain their discontented young men by 
" Washington. Benevolent Societies; a 
sortof, hypocritical Jacobin-club ; pr hum- 
ble imitations of the Orange Societies of 
Ireland ; who drew thejr origin from 
u the peep-of day boys" n Jonathan sees 
through this clumsy trick,. and their go&» 
geous jmrades, painted jJatwert, &nd^p> 
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pocritlcal orations, prayers, and hymns, 
-which have become objects of ridicule, 
find are fast sinking into contempt. 
Common-sense begins to draw comparisons 
between our fine, dancing soldiers, who 
seldom make an excursion beyond a mi]e 
from their fire-sides, and hardly ever 
march off the pavements of our sea-ports, 
and the brave heroes, who conquered at 
Chippewa, Bridgewater, Erie, Baltimore, 
and New Orleans. 

One great and powerful source of 
influence, is literary and clerical jxtfron- 
age. The Junto have managed that 
matter admirably. They have contrived 
to get almost all the learned professions 
Under their thumbs. This has greatly 
Increased their number of slaves. They 
took the Jesuits for their example, and 
have imitated with considerable success. 
They, like the Jesuits, make sure of every 
young man of brilliant talents, and fix him 
in a pulpit, or at the bar ; or in practice, 
as a physician, or in their Benevolent 
Sotletyj or by some means or other, impair 
his independence, and secure his subser- 
viency to their views, which views are to 
establish an upper class, who shall shine 
and think for all the rest. These are the 

flow-worms^ or jfire-^flies, or lightening 
tigs, that give you and me so .much 
amusement aud food for ridicule. These 
bufz and flutter around the nose of honest 
Jonathan, while he is cultivating the 
ground, shooting invaders, and pouring a 
'stream of republicanism on the wheels of 
the national governments, which these 
l)ase creatures are trying to clog (3). 



; (3) My Correspondent will simile, when he 

sees, that 1 had antkiputed this trick of IHcrnnj 

Enlistments and benevolent societies. — If he will 

look into the Register of the 13th of this month, 

at page 591, he will find, under the Iiead of 

€i LUeray fund and " Washington Benevolent 

Societies? that I had hit the case in the eye before 

1 received'hts letter.— A* to the Clergy, the case 

is more serious. — As long ss men .continue to die, 

there will, in all probability, be some who will be 

willing to pay people to instruct them as to a 

•future life ; and, as long as men prefer eating the 

-earnings of others tq eating their own earnings, 

*«ch instructors will never be Wanting. Betides, 

I find no fnah with one party or the other,' both 

may Be perfectly sincere ; and both right in their 

•opinions and views. All that I blame in mutters 

yt religion, it, the use of force »f any Mid. Tltere 



Yon may tell Sir Joseph Yorke,' whose 
father I once knew, * that Mr. Madison^ 
has concluded (before he u goes to the 
Island of Elba,") to pay a visit to the 
Eastern States, in which case, it is -more 
than probable that the Saints of Massa- 
chusetts will pay him all possible marks 

is no established church in America ; no compul* 
sion to pay prre&ts cf any sort. But, if men a/e 
persecuted, co matter in what way, for their opj- 
nions about religion > if a book, or on essay, b to 
be condemned in a himp/ on the cliarge of being . 
blasphemous, without auy reference to \X% facta m 
its reasonings ; if this be the case, priestcraft, say 
.what yon will, is still powerfol in America. The 
way, aud the only way, to give priestcraft its 
final blow, is to inculcate, in all possible ways, 
the liberty of opinions on religiou. The /aw of 
America does this j but the friends of freedom 
should jealously watch, that cant does not, in this 
respect, triumph over the law. Can any man say, 
in the face of the world, that TRUTH ought not 
to prevail? No man will say this. And if the 
religious opinions of any beet be founded in troll), 
what fear is there that they will be injured by 
unreserved discussion 7 Did it ever happen to any 
individual to protest against the discussing of a 
question, as to which he was nre that be was in 
the right ?— Let the honest man ; let the sincere 
Christian, be tiponiria guard against every one, 
whom he heurs abuse any. bonk as blas ph e m ous, 
without first showing ft to be Jbtse. Let him be 
npon his guard against the Crofty Crew (in 
America, I mean), who eat and drink comfortably 
upon the fruits of other men's labours ; or, if he 
does thfnk it right to pay them as teachers of re- 
ligion, let him, at any rate, call npon them to 
ANSWER, instead of ABUSING, those who 
attack their systems. As to the conduct of the 
federal priesthood of Mfassadiusseits, it fs such as 
defies all description. Such a prostitution of the 
priests* office never was' before seen, except 
amongst some of the most wicked of the' regular 
clergy of the Romish church, rn the very worst 
times of that church. A itrmg of passage*, which 
Mr. Car sy has collected and published ia the 
" Olive Jire/nch," would not have disgraced the 
lips of those, whose exhortations armed the bead* 
and hardened the hearts of Clement, JtatUlae, or 
any of that numerous horde of assassins, who 
have, at various periods, undertaken to shed the 
blood of Napoleon. Can those he virtuousjneu, 
who, with patience, and even with applause, 
listened to these bloody exhortations? -I pat 
this question to tlie bosoms of the worthy part of 
the Fefcraiistr^Wai. Codbett. 
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of homage and respect ; for the Presby- 
terians of New England are very like the 
"Presbyterians of Scotland, who are all 
things to all men, just as it suits their 
whith, or interest. In the newspapers of 
this day, you will see some traits ot the 
genuine character of your friend, 

Jonathan. 

Boston, 4th April, 1815, 
Mr, Cobbett, — The following instance 
of unfair conduct is worthy your atten« 
{ion*. The frigate President, Captain 
Decatur, after running a-ground, and, in 
consequence of it, losing her trim, fell in 
with Admiral Hotham's detachment, who 
ehaced her. The Endymion (the same 
that suffered so severely from the Neuf- 
chatel privateer) was nearest to her in the 
eh ace. This ship the President si- 
lenced, and would certainly hare taken 
her, had not the Pomone come to her as- 
sistance, and soon after that the TeHados, 
and an armed brig, and a rasee 74, but a 
little way astern of them. In this situa- 
tion, Decatur, after doing all that amy 
man in his situation could do, struck his 
eoloorfy and delivered his sword to the 
Commander of the 74. 

Admiral Hotham says officially, that 
the President was captured by a detach-; 
tnent of his fleet ; and when Decatur ar- 
rived in New London, the populace took 
the horses from his coach, and dragged 
him in triumph through the streets, and 
the applause was universal. 

But what have the officers of the Endy- 
mion done ? They give out that the Presi* 
dent was taken by the Endymion; and 
this frigate has lately sailed from Bermuda 
for England with the President as her 
prize, having the; Engtish colours hoisted 
over* the American flag, signifying fo all 
they meet — u We of the Endymion 
Almost took the American Jrigate Presi- 
dent." This deserves to be gazetted 
throughout Europe, as it will be through* 
out America. Sach miserable tricks are 
unworthy the people whence we sprang. 
Ijfe is furnishing Johnny Bull with a cork 
Jacket at the expence of honour. If he 
cannot hold hi* head up above the waves, 
without such a dishonourable apparatus, 
let him sink.— & Fiat Justitia btjat 
^Ccelum." . Jonathan. 

P. S. By the return of votes yesterday, 
%re And that the federal party have lost 
ground since the last April, to a -degree 



that must excite their alarm, if not de- 
spair. ..In spite of their " benevolent so- 
cieties," they are going down the stream 
and over the dam. < 

By consulting the Boston papers of last 
Autumn, you will find that the volunteer 
services, in the defence of Boston and the 
sea coast, far exceeded those of Philadel- 
phia, and were only surpassed by New 
York. The Federalists were as eager as 
the Republicans " to meet the enemy at 
the water's edge." The only contest 
would have been, who shall close witlvthe 
enemy first? Lord Liverpool's igno* 
ranee of the individual/ee//w£ proves him 
not fit for his station (4). 



(4) No % but, it prove?, that he never lizard the 
truth, any more than his predecessors -had done 
Etefore him. I told it him; but I was Hot in the 
payot government. It is the interest of those 
who supply oor government with intelligence 
from America to deceive the ministers. Good 
news h pleasauter than bad; and, since conclu- 
sions drawn in rat our ot the effects of the princi- 
ples of freedom, have been looked upon as a 
proof of Jacobinism in the party drawing sach 
conclusions, persons under the government can* 
not be expected to be very . forward in perform* 
ing such an office. The evil, however, ir very 
great I verily believe, that Perceval en* 
tered on the war, and that it was afterwards con- 
tinued, under the impression, that -the States 
were ready to divide, and that i part of them 
was anxious to join this country against the Fe- 
deral Government. That such was the general 
belief in this country, is notorious. Nay, nine- 
tenths even of the readers of the. Register be- 
lieved it. The mischievous falsehood had its 
rise in the disappointment and mafice of the 
Massachusetts Noblesse, who are, by both coun- 
tries, to be fairly charged with being the chief 
cause of the war. This nest of vipers cannot be 
too soon crushed. The people of America must 
clap their foot upon it, or the brood will, some 
time or other, sting them to death. This is a 
race of reptiles not * be trifled frith.,. As Ame- 
rica grows rich this race will raise their heads, 
unless they be extirpated. The little beginnings 
ought to be watched with infinite care. *' The 
" Honourable Gentleman," and u my Honourable 
'' Friend," are appellations of more practical 
consequence than the Americans seem to be 
aware of. I see with pleasure, that the PreiU 
dent keeps to his good plain address pf " Fellow 
" Citizens of the Senate and of the House of Re- 
" presentativeV When, the French Assembly 
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TO CORRESPONDENTS, 

IN THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 

Botlty, Norr Southampton, 30M M<y, 1615. 
In my last Number, dated May 27th, 
1815, x pointed out very fully how per- 
sons in America might write to me, or 
send papers, or pamphlets to me. — I shall 
be obliged to the American Printers of 
newspapers to give insertion to that noti- 
fication, as it may lead to a communication 
equally beneficial to both countries. — I 
hare, in the article just mentioned, ac- 
knowledged my obligations to Mr. C a key 
for his " Calm Address." I have now 
to thank a Friend at Boston for a copy, of 
* the Olive Branch" by the same author ; 
a work which deserves all the praise and 
all the success that it has met with. — I 
have also received newspapers from Bos- 
ton, and will use my best endeavours to 
repay these acts of civility in kiud* — I 
perceive that a letter which I wrote hi De- 
cember, or November last, addressed " to 
" a Correspondent in America," contain- 
ing a comparative view of the Taxes, Debt, 
&c. of England and America, has been re- 
published there. — I should be obliged to 
any one who would take the trouble to 
give me information about America on all 
the heads that J have there touched on 
with regard to England. — The best way 
would be to do this in print in some Ame- 
rican newspaper, in a letter addressed to 
me, with the writer's real name at the bot- 
tom. Men are more careful about facts 
when they publish in the face of those 
amongst whom they live, and are to live, 
and when they sign with their names that 
which tlw>y publish. — In any thing in- 
tended for ire-publication here, the writer 
must remember what sort of libel-lazes we 
live under. He must abstain from much 
that he might be disposed to say. My let- 
ter, last-mentioned, may serve him as a 
model. lie will there see a notable speci- 
men of the spirits' sacr&cing to the safety 
of the flesh.— And, after all, it is not to 



aboUahed title*, we* laneJieU at their attachment 
to form; but, in fapt. they were substances — 
The war, now aboat to be catered ou, will, per- 
frapi, bring them back again tp the «pot whence 
they started. At any rate, if America wbliea to 
continue a Mepublic, she moat resolutely set her 
fm*pmlVm nicknames. 

Yfy f COWETT, 



-^fesste %. 



words, it is not to hard names ; it is te 
thumping facts clearly stated* and to sound 
argument closely packed and strongly 
pressed upon the; mind, that we must look 
for the producing of conviction, «But> 
principally facts are the things* '.' Bricks ! 
mortar l" I hear the fellow cry, when they 
are building houses. So, when men read,' 
they keep crying out for facts. — If any 
new writer should: be disposed to give me 
the information I seek, I cannot tell him 
what sort of style I like in any way so well 
as by telling him, that it is precisely the 
opposite of that of a letter, which I see in 
the Boston Yankee of the 6th Jan. IS 15, 
signed " John Randolph, of Roanoke, * 
the feelings arising from the. reading of 
which really resemble those which would 
succeed the swallowing of a quid of the, 
tobacco grown on the borders of that de- 
lightful river. If this gentleman be not 
deemed insane, it must be allowed, I think, 
that his letter is a practical proof, that 
sanity may, at times, perform the func- 
tions of madness. — J shall send, in a few 
days, or, rather, cause to be sent, a copy 
of a small work, lately published here, by 
Mr. Morrjs Bjubeck, on the internal 
state of France. As Ms, Caret, ox soma 
one else, in America, may republish this 
work 9 a work of great consequence to the 
cause of freedom, it may be useful for 
such re-publisher to know . something of 
the Author of the work ; because when 
the work is a statement of facts, and when 
these rest upon the writers assertion,** 
being the fruit of his own observation) the 
value of the work must depend on the veru^ 
city and judgment of the author. Now, the 
author of this work is a most respectable 
man ; he is a great farmer, occupying one 
whole parish and part of another ; he is. 
celebrated for "his agricultural experience 
and skill ; he was one of the persons whose 
evidence upon the abstruse subject of the 
Corn Bill was taken, by and printed by 
order of the Committee of the House of 
Lords last year; he was chosen as one of 
the judges at the last prize show of fife* 
rino sheep in London.— Perhaps, in all 
England, there is not a man of fairer re# 
putatroo; not one man, lets to be sus- 
pected of straining facts to meet his own 
prejudices.— I much question if he will be 
pleased with me for undertaking to giv? 
him a character. But, though nothing 
that I can say would have auy such effect 
in England, it is different *$ to Jimeriwt 
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There he cannot be so well known : and, 
his book, or, at least, the facts contained 
in it, being now the property of .mankind, 
it is just that it should go into other 
countries, accompanied with all that fairly 
belongs to it. 

Wm. Cobbett. 



LETTER IV. 
To Lord Cmtlehevgii. 

On ihe Debates relative to the commence- 
ment erf the War against the Frcncli. 

Botky, lit June, 18,15. 
My Lord,— At last, then, you appear 
to have striken the first blow ; for, we 
are now told, by the public prints, that 
our fleets hare taken a French frigate in 
the Mediterranean. But, this is of no 
consequence as to the grand question. We 
hare long been in a state, which would 
have justified France in attacking us open- 
ly ; and, indeed, it has now beeu officially 
stated, that we, have for some time past, 
been at war, though to this very day, or, at 
least, till yesterday, French vessels have 
freely come into our ports, and have land- 
ed and sold their goods ; and then sailed 
quietly for France. However, the fact is, 
that yon and jrour colleagues have now 
distinctly asserted, that we are at tear, 
and have been at war for some time. 

Here yon start, then ; and, here I start 
with you, as I did with your worthy col* 
league in the American war ; that is to 
say, in that war which, as we are told, 
was to depose Mr. Madison. I mean to 
accompany you through this' war. I have 
been hesitating who I should go along 
with; but, after due consideration, I 
have preferred your Lordship to every 
body else ; not merely because you were 
the aptest of all Pitt's disciples ; not be- 
cause you have been the grand actor at 
4he Congress j not because you have, in 
point of character, more at stake on this 
war than any other man, excepting only 
Napoleon; but because the times are 
likely to be ticklish, and because the 
mere sound of your well-known name is 

enough to fill any man living with 

f . . . . . prudence, my Lord. Doubtless 
we shall see times different from these; 
and I am not at all afraid, that I shall 
Jiave to address you in those times ; but 
we must, in this world, take things as we 
£nd them; and fashion ourselves a little to 



what the, Whitehall people denominate 
iC existing circumstances" 

Therefore, my noble companion, be- 
fore we start upon our journey, it is my 
intention, in this letter, to put upon re- 
cord the substance of what has now been 
published to the nation, in the report of 
the debutes in Parliament, upon the fbl- . 
lowing, subjects : 1st, of the character of 
Napoleon ; 2d, of the Frendi system of 
Government; 3rd, of our present situation 
xoith regard to France-, 4th, of the Pitt 
System ; 5th, of the great means of Uie 
Allies against France, including subsi- 
dies ; 6th, of the small means of the 
French to defend themselves; 7th, Mo<± 
rality of the . subsidies. Who that sets 
out on a voyage does not wish, to under- 
stand something about the road that he . 
has to go ? This, however, it is not al- 
ways in his power to arrive at ; but, he 
must be a fool indeed, if he undertakes 
(if he can avoid it) a journey without 
knowing why he undertakes it. The causes 
of the two former wars against the French 
were lost sight of, loqg before the wars 
were half over. This was a very great 
evil. It was not so with the late American 
war. I. myself took charge of the cause 
of that war; and, in spite of all that 
falsehood and hypocrisy, have been able 
to do, on both sides of the Atlantic, 
the cause, the character, the result, the . 
effects, of that war are all clearly 
understood. So shall they all, in this 
case, unless I am deprived very speedily 
of all my bodily or all my mental powers. 
Give me life and health for only three 
months longer, and I defy all the inge- 
nuity and all the impo deuce of all the 
corrupt hirelings in England (and their 
number is not small) to cause ignorance 
to prevail in this country as to the real 
cause, or causes, of the war, on which wa 
are about to enter. 

From the time of Napoleon's rejurn 
being announced, our' hirelings of the 
press cried war I I cried,, peace ! peace t 
Between the 11th of March last and the 
present time, I have published 1st, Two 
articles at the head of the Register ; 2nd, 
My first Letter to you ; 3rd, A Letter to 
Louis ; 4th, My second Letter to you ; 
5th, A Letter to the Merchants ; 6th, A 
Letter to the excellent people of Not- 
tingham ; 7th, A Letter to the Earl of 
Liverpool, (called the VII.); 8th, A 
Letter to the Fupdholders; 9th, My 
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third Letter to you ; 10th, A Letter to 
Sir Francis Burdett. In these ten papers, 
accompanied with the official documents, 
all to be found in the Register, I flatter 
myself, that we shall hereafter be able to 
see (without hunting through Tolumes of 
verbose, stupid stuff, in one shape or ano- 
ther) a complete history not only in 
point of fact, but of argument, of the be- 
ginning of this war. These articles con- 
tain, too, the political ceconomy of the 
question, which you and your colleagues, 
and eTen your opponents, take little or no 
notice of. Thus far, then, I hare made 
all safe; but, before we actually enter 
upon the work of blood, I mean^ further, 
to put upon record the fair substance of 
what has been published as the reasons 
for the war, stated in the House of Com- 
mons, during the debate upon the question 
of war itself; because, the time is to 
come when we shall have to refer to, and 
to cite, these opinions and declarations. I 
should, perhaps, take notice of a reported 
debate of the Lords ; but, it would be but 
repetition. I shall now proceed, point by 
point, to notice the report, and particularly 
to put its substance upon record. 

I. Of the character of Napoleon. a I 
shall be. very short upon this head, 
u Lions are not painters ; if they were," 
said the Lion in the fable, " you would 
u not see a man painted in the attitude of 
a crushing a Lion." I totally disagree 
with all those, who drew hideous pictnres^ 
of Napoleon's character ; I could, even 
with safety, triumphantly answer what 
was said ; but, justice would demand a 
full exhibition of the contrast that might 
be presented ; and, as this cannot be made 
with perfect freedom, the answer ought 
not to be entered on. it would be the 
height of injustice to enter on the defence 
/of any man without being free to produce 
fill that can be produced in his justifi- 
cation ; what, then, would it be to enter 
ori such defence without being able to 
produce hardly any of the main facts, 
calculated to put the character of Napo- 
leon in its true light ? Let it be declared, 
that truth shall never more be a libel ; 
and, then, the character of Napoleon will 
have it* fair chance; then, and not till 
then, will his abusers hare a right to ex- 
pert, that until contradicted, their -asser- 
tions ought to pass for truth. But, there 
are Aristocrats and Cossack Priests 
enough in Net? England. There are men? 



enough there, who assail Napoleon ; or, at 
least, who used to do it. Now, I hereby 
challenge any one of these upon the sub- 
ject. Let him, like a man, publish in the 
Boston federal papers the Daily Jd* 
vertiser, a regular attack upon the cha- 
racter and conduct of Napoleon, em- 
bracing all parts, public and private, of 
that character and conduct. Let any one 
do this ; let the paper be sent to me ; and 
1 pledge myself to answer it, in a Letter 
sent in manuscript to that same paper. If 
the assailant puts his name, he will act 
more like a man ; but, I will not stand 
upon that point. lie must take this along 
with him, however ^that I shall not admit 
of any fact being true, merely upon the 
assertion of any body; and when such 
assertion has been often repented without 
any attempt at PROOF, f shall always 
regard that circumstance as a presump- 
tive proof of itsfalshood. — But, though I, 
for the reasons here stated, decline entering 
into what I call an answer upon the sub- 
ject of the character of Napoleon, there 
is a passage in the report of Mr. Grat- 
tan's speech that I ought to put upon 
record, at least. — It is this : " He had 
" made his brother King of Holland — 
"he had banished the Prince Regent 
" of Portugal from his native land — he 
" had imprisoned the King of Spain— 
" he had raised an army df 60,000 men, 
16 which he meant to employ solely for the 
" purpose of conferring the same favour 
" on the King of England; and had the 
u space between the wo countries been 
u wholly composed of land — had not that 
u channel intervened which gave fall scope 
" to the power of the British navy, he 
u would long ago have put his design 
66 into execution. When he conceived the 
" wild and extravagant idea of' conquer- 
u ing Europe, he acknowledged he must 
" first conquer England, and complained 
i€ bitterly of the power of her marine, the 
u subversion of which he was determined 
•* to attempt by the destruction of her 
" commerce. For the attainment of this 
u object he put in motion all his political 
u engines ; and after subjugating the 
" whole continent of Europe to his sway, 
" he contrived to place you between two 
"fires— that is, between the Continent in 
" Europe, in which was the army of j 
" France, and another Continent in Amc* 
" rica, which was our great rival for the 
"palm of commercial greatness > and by 
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u these means endeavoured to effect our 
u utter destruction. He deluded the Empc- 
€t ror of Russia\Mo a treaty with him, by 
H which he put an end to all commercial 
66 relations between Russia and England ; 
u and because the Emperor of that vast 
** empire did not adhere to the prohibi- 
Ci tipns which he (Bonaparte) was conti* 
** nualty dictating, he would if he could, 
u have driven him and his people into the 
u frozen ocean. After having received 
a the most signal favours from the Kiug 
u of Prussia, he avowed the intention of 
u putting him out of the list of crowned 
u heads ; and after all those acts of fcroci- 
$ ^ ons enmity and malignant hostility, the 
" Allies when they arrived at the gates of 
u Paris, did an act which reflected on 
*' them the highest honour — an act which 
*' posterity should never forget — the At- 
u lies had magnanimously given to France 
u liberty; and to Bonaparte life and the 
fi Island of Elba." — He had made his 
brother King of Holland ; Well ? and 
what Was that more than making his bro- 
ther-in law King of Sweden, or, at least, 
heir apparent to the Crown ? And, Mr. 
Grattan ought to bear in mind, that zqe 
have confirmed that act by a solemn trea- 
ty.— I do not know that he banished the 
Prince Regent of Portugal, or that he im- 
prisoned the King of Spain ; but, I know 
▼ery well, that he had as great right to 
both, as Charles V. had to imprison 
Francis I. — And, what if he did intend to 
take England, and capture the King of 
England? Did not a King of England once 
do that in France ? If he did not, our his- 
torians are shocking liars.— But, my Lord, 
mind, Mr. Grattan says, that, if there had 
'been no water between, Napoleon would 
hkre had our king in prison, I know, that 
the French used to say this ; but, I always 
used to believe, that England could have 
defended itself without the aid of the water. 
However, since this second Burke tells us 
the contrary, we must not hesitate any lon- 
ger. Napoleon " contrived" to place us be- 
tween two fires ; he contrived to bring the 
Americans upon us; he deluded theEmjteroT 
of Russia into a treaty hostile to our com- 
merce, and then, because the Emperor 
rvould not adlhere to the prohibitions 
^vbich Napoleon was dictating, he went 
to war with the Emperor and his polite 
people. — But, my Lord, is it true, that an 
Emperor, our ally, can be deluded; and, 
pore especially into a treaty; anc| ; a 



treaty, too, hostile to English commerce ? 
I am very anxious upon this point, my 
Lord ; because, if an Emperor really has 
been deluded into one treaty, it is possible 
that he may be deluded into another. Be- 
sides, if I mistake not,our maguanimous ally- 
had hud, at the time alluded to, ample op- 
portunity of knowing Napoleon's views as 
well as character. It was in 1808, I be- 
lieve, when Napoleon's army was in Spain 
and when his brother was on the throne 
of the country. If I do not mistake, too, 
the Emperor, at that time, recognized as 
valid what had been done in Spain. Grant 
that this was delusion, however, it is very 
perilous to have to. do with such a man; a 
man, who was able to delude the two 
Kings of Spain to abdicate in his favour; 
to delude the Pope to marry him to a se- 
cond wife while the first was alive; to de- 
lude the Emperor of Austria to give him 
his daughter in marriage; to delude Rus- 
sia, Austria, Prussia, Spain, and Holland, 
to declare war agaiust England; to de- 
lude Austria, Prussia, Bavaria, Saxony, 
ta join him in a war to invade Russia. 
Really, this is delusion upon a grand scale 
indeed ! But, if he did so delude all these 
powers Jbefo re, and even contrived to bring 
America upon us, is there not a possibility, 
at any rate, that he may be successful in 
his delusive acts again? — Mr.Grattan's re- 
porter tells us, that Napoleon, after hav-, 
ing " received the most signal favours 
from the King ofPrussia x he avowed his 
intention " of putting him out of the list 
of crowned heads." I never heard of 
these favours before, I knew, that, on 
the other side, Napoleon was twice in pos~ 
session of Berlin; that the Royal Family 
twice fled; and that, to the infinite mor- 
tification of the Republicans all over the 
world, Napoleon replaced the King of 
Prussia in his dominions and authority, 
I knew, too, that a Prussian army marched 
with Napoleon .against Rnssia ; and that 
the King of Prussia issued a proclamation^ 
severely condemning D*Yorck for his 
going over and leaving Napoleon. But, 
really, I never heard of any favours, re- 
ceived by Napoleon from the King of Prus- 
sia. — The allies, Mr. Grattan says, mag- 
nanimously gave Napoleon life and. the 
island of Elba. You have denied this, 
several times, in the most positive terms* 
You have asserted, that the treaty of Fon- 
tainbleau was a treaty of policy; you 
Jiaye asserted; that the allies were by Eq 
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means sure of success by the way ©farms. 
There was, then, no magnanimity here, 
«ven if we could forget how the crowned al- 
lies had been treated by Napoleon when he 
really had them in his power. The allies 
had been accused of magnanimity at Fon- 
tainbleau ; the nation were bellowing very 
loudly about it ; they bega* to be very 
much out of humour that Napoleon had 
not been put out of the trrry completely ; 
when jour Lordship, in justice to the al- 
lies, stepped forward and very clearly 
showed, that they had by no means been 
guilty of any thing like magnanimity ; 
that they had made the best bargain that 
they were able to make for themselves ; 
and, that the English nation might be sa- 
tisfied, that the allies would -have dealt 
liarder by Napoleon if they had been in a 
situation to do it without danger to them- 
selves. — Mr. Grattan seems very bitterly 
provoked, that Napoleon should have pre- 
pared 60,000 men for the invasion of Eng- 
land. But, does not this gentleman al- 
low, that the French have as great a right 
to invade England, as the English have to 
invade France? We made landings at 
Toulon, at Quiberonj and we -even now 
are, if the public papers speak truth, send- 
ing all sorts of implements for . killing 
men ; for enabling the people to shed each 
others bloody in the West of France. I 
hope that this is not true ; but, while our 
newspapers are boasting of this, it is 
likely, that we shall eicite much shame in 
the French nation for their having been led 
to mako preparations for the invasion of 
England? 

The other topics I reserve for my next, 
— I am, &c. Wm. Cobbett. 



To tHE Right Hox. If. Grattan. 

Sia — From the parliamentary debates, 
"as given in the Morning Chronicle of the 
"26th inst. it appears that you have chosen 
this critical Juncture to commence a course 
of oratory in opposition to those princi- 
ples in the support of which you have ac- 
quired a celebrity, which, I fear, will give 
undue importance to your new character. 
Take your countryman, and predecessor 
in the same course, you have adopted a 
Style in which Antithesis holds the place 
of argument, and metaphor of facts; a 
style of which deception- is the essence, 
which aggravates on the one hand, and 
«e*tenjiates on the other, until the objects 



you are describing present themselves ta 
your own imagination, and to that of your, 
hearers^ in monstrous caricature. There 
is also a marvellous coincidence in the -oc- 
casions which excited in Mr. Burke a 
frantic fear of liberty, and that which seem* 
to. be producing a similar aberration in 
you. llere 1 trust the parallel will fail* 
The influence of hi» name and of a mind 
still powerful, had no small share in giv- 
ing real existence to the horrors of his dis- 
ordered fancy; and the prophecies for 
which he obtained so much credit, were 
gceatly accessary to their own fulfilment. 
It is the recollection of that epoch which I 
hope may yet preserve us. lhen we had 
no such example for our instruction. 
Europe is yet at peace, and you, Sir, are 
doing your part to rekindle a war, of 
which the dreadful experience of the last 
twenty-three years euabics us, before- 
hand, to estimate the character. This is 
a subject for severe deliberation and not 
for a display of rhetoric. " Peace with. 
" out security and war without allies.** 
This Antithesis, we are told, drew forth 
the applause qf tlie honorable assembly 
to whom you addressedyour first philippic! 
But did you attempt to inform them, how 
many campaigns it may require to replace 
France in a situation capable of holding 
out the security which she now offers ? 
Her limits determined and acknowledged; 
men of tried integrity, the friends of peace 
and moderation, at the head of her coun- 
cils : her people, and evep her army, un- 
less indeed the late excitements have srU 
roulated it to fury, languishing for repose. 
And as to our wanting allies at a future 
period* did you stop to say that we pur- 
chase them now, and that we shall spee- 
dily fail in the means of purchasing ? Thaf 
to dbtain such allies, subsides alone art 
needed ; and that to continue even this 
miserable traffic in accomplices, peace is 
indispensiblci The Government of France 
is, you say, a stratocracy : did you explain 
how it became such? and why she adopted 
that system of subjugation you censure so 
bitterly? She had to fight with Europe 
single handed: she conquered alliance* 
whilst we purchased them. The General 
who led her to* victory became, mis- 
chievously, I allow, but most naturally, 
her ruler. At length the tide of victory 
turned ; the conquered allies proved faith- 
less, as though they had been purchased; 
and this jery General was given up, tliaf 
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the people of France might escape from 
* fttate of war, of Which they had good 
cause to be weary. AVe, however, gaTe 
them a klog with oid notions, and with 
the old nobility and priesthood at his heels : 
these proved still less tolerable than war, 
•nd they recalled their Emperor, lie re- 
membered their sacrifice of himself for 
peace, and knew that the promise of peace 
would be the pledge of their attachment. 
He, therefore, abjured his schemes of con- 
quest, and submitted himself to moderate 
councils. Yet yon would again urge, 
nay compel, to war that nation, headed 
by the same General, and with the same 
breath in- which you detail- his triemphs! 
He made his brother King of Holland ; 
he called his son King of Home : and it is 
Alexander King of Poland, Frederick 
William King of Saxony, and the imma- 
culate cabinet of Great Britain (which ap- 
pointed the King of Belgium by an armed 
force,) together with his father-in-law, the 
equally legitimate sorereign of half Italy ; 
these are the pure and henoitrable aven- 
gers of political morality and the faith 
of treaties* U The most unpardon- 
able offence of Napoleon was quitting 
Elba, just before those right com ob- 
servers of treaties had Axed on the 
place of his final seclusion. " Voila 
le congres dessous" are words that can 
never be forgiven by the confederacy of 
Monarchs. « Imperial Europe" sickened 
at the sound; but it was music to the 
people ; — to thousands in this island who 
would not yield, in real attachment to the 
Constitution, to your former professions. 
Napoleon takes possession of an offered 
throne : — This, upon your, new scale, is 
" gigantic wickedness."— Assumption .by 
force, of the government of an unwilling 
people, is « tic*, in moderation," and 
4< has displeased you." He intended to 
take possession of England : he intends to 
take possession of Belgium : he intends to 
enslave Europe: on these presumptions 
Great Britain must be taxed to destruc- 
tion; the wretched subjects of Russia, 
Austria, and Prussia, must be led to 
slaughter ;— France must be laid waste by 
fire and sirord I — If no intelligence had 
reached us, you could not have believed 
that Louis the Desired, having adminis- 
tered with, wisdom an excellent consti- 
tution, should not have collected even a 
small band of faithful adherents to grace 
his exit And now that we have heard 



of ftis^ silent departure, you talk of the 
beneficence of his reign ; and the Consti- 
tution, agreed to, but not observed, was- 
only not too good for these poor French* 
men ! — The one descends from the throne 
unnoticed ; the other is received with 
acclamation. Yet in our Senate it is 
declared, and more wonderful, is be- 
lieved, that the former was the choice, and 
the latter is the abhorrence of his subjects I 
I am, Sir, &c. &c 

M. BiRKBcrk. 
WanborongBt May *9, 1815. 

~~*"""~ CONGRESS OF VIENNA. 

EXTRACT PROM MINUTES OF CONFERENCES OP 
1UEPOWKRS WHO SIGNED THE TREATY OP 
PARIS. . 

Conference tftkt lftk May, 1815. 
The Committee appointed on 9th instant, and 
charged to examine, whether, after the events 
which hate passed since the return of Napoleon 
Bonaparte to France* and in consequence of the 
doenments pu blithe d at Pari* on the Declaration 
which the Powers issued against him on the l3ih 
of March la«t, it would he necessary to proceed 
to a new Declaration, presented at the sitting of 
this day the following Report :-*• 

REPORT OV THE COMMITTEE. 

The Declaration published on the 13th of 
March last against Napoleon Bonaparte and his 
adherents, fey the Powers who signed the treaty 
of Paris, having, since his return to Paris, been 
discussed in various shapes by those whom he has 
employed for that purpose; these discussions 
having acquired great publicity, and a letter ad* 
dressed by him to all the Sovereigns, as well as a 
note addressed by the Duke of Yirenza to the 
heads of th% Cabinets of Europe, having been also 
published by him with the manifest intention of 
influencing and misleading public opinion, the 
Committee appointed in the sitting of the 9th 
inst. wa* charged to 'present a report on these 
topics ; and considering that in the above-men- 
tioned publications, it has been attempted to in- 
validate the Declaration of the 13th of March, 
by laying it down,— 1. That that Declara tion, 
directed against Bonaparte, at the period of bis 
landing on the coast of France, was without ap- 
plication now that he bad laid bold of the refcis of 
government witliont open resistance, and that this 
fact sufficiently proving the wishes of the nation, 
ho had not only re-entered into possession of his 
old rights in regard lo France, hut that the ques- 
tion even of the legitimacy of bis government 
had ceased* to be within the jurisdiction of the 
powers ;— J. That by offering to ratify the Treaty 
of Paris, he removed every ground of war agaiust 
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Mm ;— The Committee baa been especially qbtrged 
to take into consideration -1. Whether the po- 
sition of Bonaparte in regard to the power* of 
Europe has changed by the tact of hi* arrival at 
Pari*, and by the circumstances that accompanied 
the first success of his attempt on the throne of 
France;— Whether the oftVr to sanction the 
Treaty ot Paris, of the Slst of May, 1814 can 
determine the Power* to adapt a system different 
from that which they announced in the Declaxa* 
ttou of the 13th of March;- 3. Whether it be 
neceis«ry or proper to publish a new declaration 
to confirm or mo«lify thai ef ♦he 19th of March? 
The Committee having maturely examined the*e 
questions, suhraits to the assembly of Plenipo- 
tentiaries the following account of the result of 
its deliberations : — 

FIR St QUESTION. 

Is the position of Bonaparte in regard to {he 
Powers of Europe altered by the first success of his 
enterprise, or by the events which have passed since 
his arrjval in Paris, 

The Powers informed of the landing of Bo- 
naparte in France, could see in him only a man 
' who, by advancing on the French territory, with 
force and urriis, and with the avowed project of 
overtarning the established Government, by ex. 
citing the people and the army to revolt agaimt 
their lawful Sovereign, and by usurping the title 
of Emperor of the French, (1) had incurred tl)e 
penalties which all legislations pronounce against 
such outrages,— a man who, by abusing the good 
faith of the sovereigns, had broken a solemn 
treaty, — a man, in fine, who, by recalling upon 
France, happy and tranquil, all the scourges of 
internal and external war, and upon Europe, at a 
moment when the bles«ings of peace roust have 
consoled her for her long sufferings, the sad neces- 
sity of a new general armament, was justly re- 
garded as the implacable enemy of public welfare. 
Such was Hie origin, such were the grounds ot 
the Declaration of the 13th of March j— a Decla- 
ration of which the justice aud necessity have 
been universally acknowledged, and which ge- 
neral opinion has sanctioned. The events which 

(t) The 1st Article of the Convention of the 
11th of April, 1814, is as follows $ «« The 12m- 
peror 'Napoleon renounces for himself, bis suc- 
cessors, and descendants, as well as for all the" 
membeis of his family, att righti of sovereignty 
and tl power, not only over the French empire 
aud the kingdom of Italy, but ajso over every 
other coemtrv." Notwithstanding this formal re- 
nunciation, Bonaparte in his different proclama- 
tions from the Gulf ef Joan, from Gap, Grenoble 
and Lyona, entiled h teaser/ « by the Grace of 
God and the oomlitnttons of the empire Emperor 
tfthe r rench,§c. $c. $<\ JSec Itforiiatr of March 



conducted Bonaparte to Peril* and restored fcf 
him for the moment the eyercise o£ Mipreme 
power, have, doubtless, in fact, altered the posi- 
tion in which be was at the period of bis entering 
France ; but these eveuts, brought on by criminal 
collusion, by military consphactes, by revoking 
treasons, can create no right ; they are absolutely 
null in a legal point of view ; and in order to the 
position of Bonaparte being essentially and 
legitimately altered, it would be necessary that 
the steps which he has taken to establish himself 
on the nun* of the government overturned by 
him, should We Men coirfnrneri by same legal 
title. Bonaparte lays it dawn In his poblica- 
tions, that the wishes of the French nation to? 
favour of his re-establish meat on the throne 
suffice tfi. const it ute this legal title. The question 
for tike powers to examine may be stated as fob 
lows: — Can the consent, real or fictitious, expli- 
cit or tacit, of the French nation to the re-esta- 
blt*A>men* of ttonapaita's power, operate a legal 
change io the positiou ot the latter in regard to 
foreign powers, and form a title obligatory on 
these powers?— The Committee are of opinion 
that such cannot by any means be the effect of 
snch consent ; and the following are their ret- 
urn* : — The Powers know too well the principles 
wbiib ought to guide them in their relations with 
an independent country, to attempt (as it is en. 
deavonred to accuse them) * to impose npon 
it laws, to interfere in its Internal affairs, to pre- 
scribe to It a farm of government, to give it mas- 
ters according to the interests or passions of its 
neighbours (*). But tney also (enow that the 
liberty of a nation to clmnge ks system of govern- 
ment must have its jast limit*, and that if foreign 
Powers have not tlie right to prescribe to it the ex- 
ercise which k ahell make of that liberty, they 
bare at least indubitably the right of protesting 
against the abuse which it may make of it at their 
expense. Impressed with this principle, the 
Powers do not deem themselves authorised to 
impose a government on France; bnt tbey wiU 
never renounce the right of preventing the eater 
bUshmcnt in France of a focus of disorders and of 
subversions to other States, under the title of a 
Government. They will respect the liberty of 
France in every way in which it shall not be in* 
compatible with their own security and the £*- ' 
neral tranquillity of Europe.' In the' existing 
case, the right of the A Died Sovereigns to irter* 
Mre in the question of the internal government qf 
France, is the more inconteitible, inasmuch as 
the aboKtion of the power which now elaima to 



(?) It is thus that Bonaparte's Council of State 
express themselves in their Report on Um inten- 
tions of the Powers. See MonVem of the r&k 
of April/ 
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be re established there, tf as the fundamental con- 
dition of a treaty of peace, oil which rested all 
the relations which, up to the return of $ona- 
parte to Paris, subsisted between France and 
the re«t of Europe. On the day of their entrance 
into Paris, the Sovereigns declared that they 
would never treat of peace with Bonaparte (.3). 
This declaration, loudly applauded by France 
and by Europe, produced the abdication of Na- 
poleon and the convention of the ilth of April ; 
it formed the principal basis af the negotiation ; 
it was explicitly pronounced in s*e preauibie of 
the treaty oi Paris. The French nation, even 
supposing it perfectly free and united, cannot 
withdraw itself from this roudarfiental condition 
without abrogating the treaty of Paris and all its 
existing relations with the European system. 
The allied Powers, on the other hand, by insist- 
ing on this very condition, only exercise a light 
which it Is impossible to- contest to them, unless 
it be maintained mat the most sacred compacts 
can he perverted as suits the convenience of either 
of the contracting parties. It hence follows, that 
' the will of the people of France is by no means 
sufficient to re-establish, in a legal sense, a Go- 
vernment proscribed by solemn engagements, 
which that very people entered into with all the 
Powers of Europe ; and that they cannot, under 
any pretext, give validity as against these Powers 
to the right of recalling to the throne, him, who*c 
exclnsion was a condition preliminary to every 
pacific arrangement with France: the wish of 
the French people, even it it were fully ascer- 
tained, would not he the less null and of no effect 
in regard to Europe towards re-establishing a 
j>ow«r, against which all Europe has been in a 
state of permanent protest from the ftlst of 
March, 1814, np to the 15th of March, 1815; 
and in this view, the position of Bonaparte is 
precisely at this day wliat it, was at these last 
mentioned periods. 

SECOND QUESTION. 

Should the offer to sanction the Treaty of Paris 
change the dispositions of the Powers 1 * 
France has bad no reason to complain of the 
Treaty of Paris. This Treaty reconciled France 
with Europe; it *ati.«fied all her true interests 
secured all her real advantages, all the element* 
of prosperity and glory, which a people called to 
one of the first places in the European system 
could reasonably desire, and only took from her 
that which was to her, under the deeeitful ex- 
terior of great national eclat, an inexhaustible 
source of sufferings, of ruin, and of misery. This 
Treaty was even an immense benefit for a coun- 
try, reduced by the madness ol its chief to the 
most disastrous situation (4). The Allied Powers 
would have betrayed their interests and their 
duties, if, as the price of so much moderation 
and generosity, they had not, ou signing the 
treaty, obtained some solid advantage ; but the 
sole object of their ambition was the peace of 



%S) Declaration of the. Slst of March, 1814. 

(4^ The Emperor, convinced of the critical 
sitoation in which be has placed France, and of 
the impossibility of saving it himself, appeared to 
resign himself and consent to an entire and un- 
conditional abdication.— Letter of Marshal Ney 
to the Prince of Benevenfc 



Europe and the happiness of France. Never, in 
treating with Bonaparte, would they have con- 
sented to the 'conditions w'licli they granted to 
a government, which, " while offering to Europe 
a pledge of security and stability, relieved thera 
from requiring from France the guarantees uhicfi 
they had demanded under its former go tern* 
ment."(5) This clause is inseparable from the 
treaty of Paris; to abelish it, is to break this 
treaty. The formal consent of the French na- 
tion to the return of Bonaparte to the throne 
would be equivalent to a declaration of war 
against Europe : fur the state of peace did not 
exi<t between Europe and Fruuee, except by the 
treaty of Paris, and the treaty of Paris is incom- 
patible with the power of Booaparte. 11 this 
reasoning bad need ot further support, it might 
be found in the very offer of Bonaparte to ratify 
the treaty of Parp. This treaty had been scru- 
pulously observed and executed : the transactions 
of the Congress of Vienna were only its supple- 
ments and developments; and without the uew 
attempt of Bonaparte, it would have been for a 
long series of years one of the bases of the public 
right of Europe : but this order of things has 
given place to a new revolution; and the agents 
of tin* revolution, although they proclaim inces- 
santly u that (6) nothing has been changed," con- 
ceive and feel themselves that all is clianged 
around them. The question is no longer the 
maintenance of the tieaty of Pari*, but the 
making of it afresh. The Powers find themselves , 
with respect to France, in the condition in which 
they were on the 31st ot March, 1814. It is not 
to prevent war, for Frauae has in tact rekindled 
it, it is to terminate it that there now offers itself 
to Europe a state of things essentially different 
from that on which the peace of 1814 was found- 
ed. The question, then, -has ceased to be a ques- 
tion of right :- it is no more than a qtiestiou of 
political calculation and foresight, in which the 
powers have only to consult the real interests of 
their people and the common interest of Europe* 
The Committee thinks it may dispense with en- 
tering here into an exposition ot the considera- 
tions which, under this last view, have directed 
the measures of the governments. It will be suf- 
ficient to recall to notice, that the man, who, in 
now offering to sanction the treaty of Paris, pie- 
tends to substitute his guarantee for that of a 
Sovereign, whose loyalty was without stain, and 
benevolence without measure, is the same who 
during 15 years ravaged and laid waste the earth, 
to find means of satisfying his ambition, who 
sacrificed millions of victim*, and the happiness 
of an entire generation, to a system of conquests, 
whom truces, little worthy of the name of peace, 
have only rendered more oppressive and more 
odious ; (7) who, after having by mad enterprises 



(5> Preamble of the Treaty of Paris. 

(6) This idea reenrs perpetually in the report 
of the Council of State of Bonaparte, published 
irt the Moniteur. April 13, 1815. 

(7) The Committee here think it right to add 
the important observation, that the greater part 
of the invasions, and forced onions, ot which 
Bonaparte formed successively what he called 
the Great Empire, took place dnrrng those perfi- 
dious iutervais of peace, more destructive to 
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tired fortune, armed atl Europe against Mm, and 
exhausted all the mean* of France, was forced to 
abandon hi* projects, ani abdicated power to 
save some relics of existence ; wfm, at the mo- 
ment when the nation* of Europe were giving 
themselves np to the hope of * durable tranquil- 
lity, meditated new catastrophes, and by a donble 
perfidy, towsrda the powers wlro had too gener. 
osisly spared him, and towards a government 
which he conld not attack without the blackest 
treason, usurped a throne which he" had renounced, 
and which he never occupied except for the mi- 
sery of France and the world. This man has no 
other guarantee to propose to Europe than his 
word. After the cntel experience of 15 years, 
who would have the courage to accept this gua- 
rantee? and if the French nation has realty em- 
ttrac< d his canse, who could any longer respect 
the security which it eonhJ offer? Peace with a 
government placed in such hands, and composed of 
such elements, would only prove a perpetual state 
of uncertainty, anxiety, and danger. No power 
conld really disarm : nations would not only en- 
' joy any of the advantages of a true pacification ; 
they would be crushed by charges of all kinds ; as 
confidence would no where revive, industry and 
commerce would every where languish ; there 
would be no stability in political relations ; 
gloomy discontent woiitd sit brooding on every 
country', and at n day's notice, alarmed Euro|>e 
-won hi expect fresh explosions. The Sovereigns 
have certainly not mistaken the interests of their 
subjects, when they have thought that open war, 
-with all its inconveniences, and all its sacrifices, 
preferable to snch a state ; and the measures which 
They have adopted, have met with general appro- 
bation.— Tin* opinion of Europe on this great oc- 
casion is pronounced in a manner very posi ti ve and 
very solemn ; never conld the real sentiments of 
nations have been more accurately known and 
more faittlfhlly interpreted than at a moment 
when the representatives of all the Powers were 
assembled to consolidate the peace of the world. 

THIRD QUESTION. 

h it necessary to publish a new Declaration ? 
The observations which the Committee have 
just presented, furnish the answer to the last ques- 
tion Which remains to be examined. It considers, 
—1. That the Declaration of the iSth ot March 
was dictated to the Power* by reasons of such 
evident justice and snch decisive weight, that 



Europe than even the wars with which it was tor- 
mented. It was thus that he took possession of 
Piedmont, Parma, Genoa, Lucca, or the States 
of Rome, of Holland, of the coo nfriea composing 
the SSd Military Division. It was thus at a period 
of peace (at leatt with all tin* continent), that he 
struck the first blow against Portugal and Spain, 
and he tlumght to have finished the conquest of 
those countries by cunning and audacity, when 
the patriotism and energy of the people of the 
Peninsula drew him into a sanguinary war, the 
commencement of. his own dowuiall, and of-the 
salvation of Europe. 



none of the sophistries by which ft is pretended 
to be attacked can at all affect it : -«. That 
these reasons remain in all their force, 'and that 
the changes which have in fact occurred amce the 
Declaration of the 13th of March, have produces' 
no alteration in the position of Bonaparte and of 
France with regard to the Allies.— 3. That the 
offer to ratify the Treaty of Paris' cannot an any 
account alter the disposition of the Allies.— 
Therefore, the Committee is of opinion that it 
would be useless to publish a fresh declaration. 

The Plenipotentiaries of the Powers who 
signed the Treaty of Paris, and who, as such are 
responsible for its execution with regard to the 
acceding Powers, having taken into considera- 
tion, and sanctioned by their approbation the 
preceding report, have resolved, that tbere Shall 
be made to the Plenipotentiaries of the other 
Royal Courts a communication of the minutes of 
this day. They have further ordered that an ex- 
tract of the ssnd urinates ahaJt be made public-* 
Here fellow tlie signatures in the utphabetieai 
order of the Courts :— 
AUSTRIA.— Prince Metterricb, 
Prince Wessekbero. 
SPAIN (Espasne).— P. Gomei Labrador* 
FRANCE.— Prince Tallbyranb, 
Duke of Dalbbrg, 
Count Alex* oe Noailres, 
GREAT DRITAIN.— Clanc\bty, 
Cathcart, 
Stewart. , 
PORTUGAL.— The Count we Palmeljla, 
. Saldanha, 
Lobo. 
PRUSSIA.— Prince Hardbhbbb'g, 

Baron Humboldt. 
.RUSSIA.— Count Rabocmousry, 
Count Stakelbsrg, 
Count Nessklrode. 
SWEDEN.— Count LokWenhiblx. 

The undersigned Plenipotentiaries, approving 
-tlie whole of the principles contained in the pie- 
sent extract from the iniuutes, have affixed to it 
their signatures. 

Ftiaxa, jlfay IS, 1815. 
BAVARIA..— Count Rechberg. 
DENMARK,— C. Berkstorff, 
I. Bernstorff. 
HANOVER.— Count Munster, 

Count Hardeicburuh. 
NETHERLANDS.— Baron Sfabb, 

« Baron Gag eu w, 
SARDINIA.— The Marquis de St. Marsah. 

Count Rossi. 
SAXONY.— Connt Scbvlbmbchb. 
TWO SICiLIfiS.— Tlie Commander Ruff*. 
WURTEMBERG.— Count WiNZtRGEROWE, 
Baron Libber. - 
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" The revolutionary ideas of France have already 
" made but too great a progress in the heart* 
** of men in all countries, and even in the very 
** centre of every capital. If crime be crowned 
M with reward in Prance, every individual may 
• •• hope that the snhvemonof order in hh own 
•• country will pro en re him a situation, if nut 
u boiioiu .hie. at leant honoured* IT IS NOT 
••BONAPARTE THAT AT PRESENT 
-• FORMS THE DANGER OF EUROPE: 
«• he h unmasked. IT IS THE NEW OPl- 
•' NIONS; it it tilt disorganisation of aroTs 
u mind*; it i% the making revolt a calculation 
"of private interest; it is the most deadly of 
«* all contagion*, the contagion of Immorality, 
" of false philanthropy, of a peri<tiou« nelf- 
° styled philosophy ; from all which the world 
« requires to he protected. THIS IS THE 
"TRUE HYDRA which rou*t he DE- 
" STROYED, or it will destroy all Europe. 
" The cause of morality i* the cause of GOD ; 
^ it is the cause of all men. of ail nations, of 
* all thrones! l"— Tines Newspaper, 6 June, 
1815. 

LETTER V. 
To Lord Castlebkagh. 

On the Debates relative to the Commence" 
ment of the War against France. 

* — ■ 

My Lord, 
II. Of the Frencfi system of Government. 
— For a long while it was pretended, that it 
was merely Napoleon who was the object 
of dread with the Allies. They would 
wet interfere in the domestic affairs of 
France. They would not presume to say 
what sort of government the French should 
kave. They did not pretend to deny, that 
they had no right to forbid the French to 
hare whatever kind of government they 
might choose. But, Napoleon; it was 
merely Napoleon, that they wished to put 
sjown, because he bad broken his treaties 
with them, and because his ambition was 
such, that he would never suffer Europe 
to be at rest. This was the language for 
a long while. But, by degrees, it has 
changed ; anil, it is the French SYSTEM, 



which we now hear the warriors most bit* 
terly complain of. They have disguised 
this for a good while ; because, the letting 
it be seen, that they were at war against 
the kind of government existing in France, 
was to give their opponents a powerful 
handle against them. At last, however, 
they have been driven to suffer this to 
take place. They were beaten upon the 
personal question, and were compelled to 
fly to the system. In the published re- 
port of the Debate in the House of 
LorHs, it is stated, that the EARL of LI- 
VERPOOL said, that wewere u c< mp« Uejd 
again to have recourse to arms, and to 
renew the contest against that power, 
and that system, which had been the* 
parent of such tremendous calamities: 

that the state oj things in 

France afforded no security for peace 
without the most imminent danger to 

other nations : that, with such 

a government as that of. France, anj. 
mated with such a spirit, and acting 
upon such principles, it was impossible 
to expect with safety to remain in a state 

of peace : that he himself was 

desirous that France should have a /*- 
mited government, fbunded on princi- 
ples of a nature similar to those which 
prevailed in THIS COUNTRY. He 
knew that it had been a matter of spe- 
culation how far a free constitution 
could be maintained in France, together 
with that large military force, which, on 
account of her extensive frontier, nu- 
merous fortresses, and from other causes, 
it might be necessary for that conntry 
to keep up even in time of peace. It 
had been contended by some, that so 
large a military establishment was in- 
compatible with a limited government ; 
but whether that opinion was well or ill 
founded* this at least was clear, that 
under such circumstances, it was im- 
possible that a free Constitution coujd 
exist where the head of the government 
was a military chief, who owed his si- 
tuation to the sword, and tr/i05e title 
arose from, and was founded on the 
sword. There was no iudividual under 
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, " whose sway it was so totally impossible 
~" that any thing like a limited government 
44 could exist, as that individual whose 
" title depended on the sword, whose 
44 fame, whose power, and all that ren- 
'" dered htm distinguished, arose from, 

* and was connected with war and con- 
44 quest. At the period of the invasion 
44 of France, the general impression in 
44 that country was, that under him there 

* was no hops of $ permanent limited go- 
' 4< vernment; and the common opinion 

44 was, that, so desirable an object would 
f w be best secured under the sway of (he 
44 old family* There was, in the very cir- 
44 cumstance of the Government being in 
44 the hands of the old and legitimate fa- 
ls mily y which formed the best security. 
tc for the -permanence and support of a 
44 limited system. If the restoration %i 
44 the old family^ therefore, would be be- 
u neficiul lo the whole of the rest of Etf- 
44 rope , it would be in the highest degree 
"favourable to France. Then could any 
** one so completely shut his eyes to all 
44 that happened during the last' \4 or 15 
44 years, as to believe that this country or 
4 * Europe could with safety enjoy a state 
" of repose, while Hie PLAN and SYS- 
w TKM of Government remained as it was 

** at present? that fit the whole of 

44 Europe there was only one sentiment , and 
14 tlie Sovereigns hail the means and the will 
44 to resist a system, the existence ofzehich 
u must be destructive of all hopes of secure 

44 and permanent tranquillity That 

44 the Allies wished not to see France afrau- 
44 doucd to the ravages of war, her pro- 
44 vinces or her resources curtailed, but 
H only such a government existing in that 
44 country as would afford security to the 
44 rest of Europe. In this view bethought 
44 it would be generally admitted, that the 
' 44 restoration of Louis XVIII. to his 
* 4 throne was art object dear to the heart, 
" not only from feelings of SYMPATHY, 
. 44 but from a principle of general expedi- 

44 ency That the argument, then, 

44 was this : in the first place r you dearly 
44 . had a just cause of war against THAT 
« SYSTEM OF GOVERNMEIvT IN 
44 FRANCE, which experience had deci- 
44 ilcdly proved Jo be incompatible with the 
"peace and independence of the nations of 
44 Europe : . next, you had, at present, 
H means of opposing that system which 

* you could not reasonably hope- to pos- 
u &es9 at a future time ; and the question 



Iair2i2^?' -£ 



" was, whether y tnder these ciit|*ns*tiHces r 
" it was not incumbent upon you to take 
44 advantage of this state of things, and 
"oppose so PERNiCIOUS A SYS- 
44 TKM, whilst the ampl e s t means of 

44 resistance were in your power » 

44 That we had a right to say, that France. 
44 shall not have a (xovernmet which threa- 
44 tens the repose of other nations ..-..- 
44 that we ought not to refuse to join m 
44 crushing one of the greatest evils that 
44 ever existed." — Thus'far the Para* M-i- 
icister. Nothing can be more full to the 
point. It is the SYSTEM; the sort of 
Government. This is what the Allies are 
at war with ; and, they are at war with 
Napoleon became he is the Chief of the 
nation, who have adopted that system.-— 
The report gives to LORD GREN VILLE 
the following expressions upon this point : 
44 Was ft nothing, now to be desired to* 
u sanction a system under which Europe 
44 had so long groaned, with such an arrny~ 
44 and such & chief at its head* If his dis- 
44 position was said to have undergone 
44 some cfcange r his situation again was 
44 now changed ; and as the arary w*s for- 
44 merly upheld by spoliation and plunder, 
44 so now, for the same objects, 'he was re*- 
44 called by his former instruments, who" 
44 alone could maintain him in his regained 
44 power. As to new constitutions , he was 
44 firmly of opinion, that a 'good const #u~ 
44 tion could only be formed by the adapt a- 
u) tion of remedies from time to time^ un* 
44 dcr the circumstances- which requires^ 
44 them. That seemed the only means of 
44 accomplishing that difficult work. Th* 
44 only instance of exception mentioned 
44 was' that of Jmericaz but that did not? 
44 appply. The founders of that constitu— 
44 tion acted with great wisdom. It was 
44 framed so as to produce as little change 
44 as possible in the existing laws and man^* 
44 necs under the altered form of govern^ 
44 mt nt, which, though a republic, was 
44 constructed as nearly as the difference 
44 would admit, on Hte monarchical form* 
44 of our OWN CONSTITUTION"*- 
How odd it is, jny Lord, that *we 
should always be wanting other people 
to imitate our 44 invaluable Constitu- 
tion l n However, this is another mao^s* 
matter, as the saying is> It shall be wy 
business, in a seperate address to Lo ret 
Grenville, to shew him how " nearly' 9 the 
Americans have constructed their Govern- 
ment upon our plan : that shall be ■> jc 
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business, and shall be fully discharged in 
the next number of the Register.— But, 
to return to the French SYSTEM, the 
reporter makes your Lordship say : " that 
in this case it is* impossible to seperate 
the Government from the nation/'— Mr. 
J. SMITH is reported as having called 
the French system & system of Plunder and 
to have called the French army banditti. 
Did the gentleman never hear of any other 
plunderers? I have & great mind to send 
him a file of American juewspapers 1 The 

( {ruth is, that we do ta\e the liberty to 

i -look upon ourselves as exempt from atl 
the moral obligations which we apply' to 

. the conduct of others. We are like But- 
ler's Saints, who insisted, that fiddles, 

, race- horses, whores, and dice were their 
exclusive property, and were, in part, un- 
justly detained from them by the nicked. 
—Mr. GRATTAN'9 words are next given 
by the reporter, who makes that gentle- 
jnan say : " that the French Government 
" isastateocracy : that the French Consti- 
" tution was war, and that Bonaparte was 
a -the man best calculated to support it : . . 
" . .that with Mr. Burke's authority, With 
il Mr. Fox's practice, and with the opini- 
« ods and conduct of others whom it would 
* ( wear out a day to name, he was against 
« a treaty founded on the chances of Bo- 
« naparte's giving liberty to France, at 
" the certain hazard of the independence of 

■ " Europe. If we had no right to dictate 
"a Government to France, we had a 
« right to say to France, i You shall not 
«< 4 choose a Government, the object of 
* c c which is to raise all your strength 
* c c against Europe.* As to the Govern- 

* * ment of Louis the Eighteenth, which he 
«* should rather speak of as interrupted 
" than subverted, it was mildness itself 
" compared to that of Bonaparte. It was 
** free under it to discuss all questions of 
** church or ministry, or political or re- 
«* ligious intolerance, and the science of 
••Government and philososphy, and tw* 
u toleration advanced under it, and there 
" was at least tin amenity in (France that 
" rendered a great nation amiable. It 
" was now proposed to subject that race 
" of people to a pure oriental despotism. 
u There was a sort of monstrous unreality 
4€ 1n the revived system of Government, 
'' that stated nothing aa it is ; and every 

* cc thing as it was not. (Hear.) The 
"whole state was corrupted. He would 
* ask whether by treaty they would com- 



" firm in the heart of Europe a military 
" domination founded on triumph over 
u civil rights, and which had made theex* 
"periment of gcxerning a great nation 
4< without any religion, and which aimed 
" at goterning Europe by means of break - 
" ing oaths and deposing Kings ? (Rear) 
a H they would agree to confirm that 
a system, — if they would degrade the ho- 
iC nour of England— if they would for* 
a ^et the value of morals, and despise 
" the obligations of religion, — if they 
" would astonish all our allies by such 
" a confirmation, would not Europe ex* 
" claim against us, and say, * You have 
<' c kindly assisted and generously contri- 
'* i buted to our deliverance ; and do you 
" ' at the most urgent moment fall back ? 
" ' In vain have yon so long opposed and 
" ' born up against the flying fortunes of 
iC 6 the world, in vain have you taken the 
u * eagles from the hands of the invaders, 
" * in vain have you snatched inYincibility 
a ' from the standards of the foe ! Now, 
u i when all Europe is ready to march, 
u 6 are you, who were in the front before, 
" ' the foremast to take the lead in de~ 

"'sertion?' MR. C. WYNNE 

" quoted a number of historical fucts 9 
" to shew that it had always belen neces- 
« sary to curb the ambition o/FRANCE, 
u and contrasted tlie approaching meeting 
" in Paris, to accept the new constitution^ 
"under the influence of a military des- 
"potism, with the Freedom of Elec- 
a tion in England, where all the troops 
u were removed fiom the spot at which it 
" took place:' — This is very true, my 
Lord. I dare say there were no army pre- 
sent at the election of Mr. Qointin 
Dick; nor did I ever hear of any being 
employed at Sarum, Gallon, Reygate, 
Appleby, Bamber, Queenborough, New* 
ton) and a long list of fine places in Corn- 
wall, Scotland, Ireland, and, indeed all 
over the kingdom ; though I do recollect, 
I think, something about soldiers being 

employed at Bristol, Here, my Lord, 

I concfude as to this point; and, I 
think, that it will never, after this, be 
denied, that the war is now, as it was in 
1791, 1792, 1793, and the succeeding 
years, 'till 1814, a struggle between re- 
publican principles, or, as they are some- 
times called jacobin principles, and the 
principles of aristocracy and monarchy. 
Which are the best and which the worn 
of these principles, we are not now dis- 
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cussing. It is the/acr", that I am anxious 
to record the proof of : namely, That the 
war is a war against the system ofgovern- 
snent, Which the French have adopted ; a 
System, of government, which recognizes 
the right of the people to choose their own 
Chief Magistrate ; which acknowledges 
tto feudal titles or privileges; which 
knows of no tithes, no predominant 
Church, Clergy, or Religion ; which takes 
taxation as the basis of representation ; 
^which knows nothing of Boroughs or their 
patrons. — Pray, my Lord, look at the 
motto to this Letter. 

III. Of our present situation with re* 
gard to France, — This, my Lf>rd, is a 
.great point. Because, we have been 
about 22 years at war ; and, if we find the 
members of both houses of parliament 
insisting, (hat WE ARE NOW IN SUCH 
A STATE with regard to France ; that 
another war is absolutely necessary to 
sate us from destruction^ is it not time for 
us to begin to ask what we have had 22 
years of war for? The whole of this 
thinking, " this most thinking people" 
were drunk ;. they were mad with joy, last 
year. They boasted, and were applauded 
for boasting, that they had, by their per- 
severance in submitting to taxation, at 
last, won peace and safety for themselves 
ana for their children. — Now, then, let 
ns hear what the members of the two 
houses of parliament are reported to have 
said upon the subject of our present si- 
tuation, that is to say, our situation at the 
end of about eleven months from the time 
when that boasting took place. — It was 
fcaid 
By the Earl of Liverpool: "Indeed, 
" what other alternative was left but 
" zzar, or an armed peace almost 
" equivalent to war in point of ex- 
' " pence, and leaving the country in 
" a feverish stafe of anxiety as to 
" defince? Supposing a treaty with 
" Bonaparte, could any man con- 
" template, a peace establishment in 
" the old sense of that phrase? The 
4 * country could only have a feverish 
" and disturbed repose* The system 
" of armed defence was calamitous in 
" itself, and one of which the country 
*• had had no experience. He admir- 
" ted that circumstances might exist 
4t in which an armed peace might be 
•* preferable to war; — if for instance 
" the powers of Europe had.no t been 



" prepared, or were indisposed to the 
" contest, in that case an armed peace 
" would be preferable, though it 
« woold still be an ALTERNATIVE 
" OF EXCESSIVE EVIL. 
By Lort> Bathurst, " that it was not 
" possible for us to avoid warjoowcr 
" or later; that, next year, Bona* 
" parte's power would be more for* 
" midahU than this year; that wt 
" went to war to secure Ourselves 
" against alarming danger. 
ByLoRBGRE2*viLLE,that we were "nn- 
" der the fatal necessity of going t* 
" war ; that war was not only neces- 
"sary but unavoidable; that there 
" was no option left us^ nor any long 
"time for deliberation; that we 
" were placed by an imperious nc- 
" cetsity in a state to do what could 
" not be avoided; that in this situa- 
" Hon we were called on to adopt the 
" means calculated to avert the great- 
" est dangers.' No words of which 
" he was master; nothing that the 
"page of history recorded, appeared 
. " adequate to impress on their Lord- 
"ships minds the' situation in which 
" we were now placed* If such. 
" means were required from any, to 
" place in foil view the dangers ef 
" removing the barriers, against 
" French ambition and aggression, 
" and the necessity that must exist if 
4i they were not removed^ he should 
" despair." 
By Mr. Grattan, " that, as to the ability 
" of opposing aggression, he hoped 
"none would live to see the time 
" when England, together TFith the 
" rest of Europe, would be obliged 
" to truckle before France, and when 
" these island* should seek an liumble 
" situation under the French Impe- 
" rial Eagle. What would be omt 
" situation if we abandoned our a4- 
" liance ? State it as you please, it 
" must be first of all an armed peaoc. 
■ "No Minister . would venture to 
" disarm the country in such a case. 
" This armed peace would be follow- 
" cd by the evils of a corruption of 
" mannersy and a vastly iucreased 
" expenditure ; wrf that would be 
" followed by a renewal of war. 
" You might then have no alliance, 
" certainly not so strong an alliance 
"as you have j while your enemy 
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44 would be confirmed in his title, and 
44 hare full opportunity to arm him- 
44 self. Instead of fighting for the 
44 French crown, you would give him 
44 the chance of fighting for the Eng- 

44 tjsh crown You are 

" not to consider about what money 
* 4 you must spend, but wuat foii- 

44 TUNES YOU MAY BE ABLE TO KEEP. 

144 On the very principle of economy, 
44 you are to consider that you will 
44 not expend more by war than by 
44 remaining at peace, with the de- 
44 mands of a war establishment." 
By Mr. Plunkett, that " he considered 
44 that we had, in (act, no option be- 
44 tween peace and war. As for peace, 
44 we could have no more than a fever- 
44 ish, nnrefreshing dream of peace 
iC still haunted by the spectre of war. 
44 In point of finances we should find 
44 a peace with a war establishment 
44 would be much greater than war. 
44 If we did now go to war in con- 
44 junction with all the great powers 
44 of Europe, we would soon be re- 
4 4 duced to a war single-handed against 
44 France. It we did not now in- 
14 vade. Prance, and carry on the war 
44 upon her territories, the time might 
44 come when our country would be* 
44 come the seat of war, and we would 
"fall unpitied and despised. If we 
44 were now to turn our back upon 
** the great powers that were our 
46 Allies, we would deserve that all 
44 nations should turn their backs 
44 upon us, when we began to feel 
44 the consequences of our impolicy. 
44 Mr. Plunkett's speech was received 
'A* by the House with great applause, 
4fc and he was loudly cheered for se- 
44 veral minutes after he had satdowti." 
Py Loed Milton, that " it was better to 
44 have war with the advantages of war, 
44 than peace without the advantages 
44 of peace ; and considering, as he 
44 did, that no faith could be placed 
44 in the present Ruler of France, &e 
■" thought the only real security we 
44 could have, was to be found in a 
44 vigorous war" 
IV. Of the PHt system.^This ie 4he" 
inest important point of all ; for, in fact, 
the question is now to be decided, whether 
the system of this man was good or bad. 
Not to be decided for the intelligent part 
4>f the nation ; but for the herd, who have 



I no mind of their own ; who never think ♦ 
who take up the thoughts of others ; who 
are, in reality, no more members of civil t 
society than are dogs and horses, whom 
they imitate in subserviency, and whom, 
they hardly surpass in Ihe powers of rea- 
soning. For these persons, if persons they 
ought to be called; for those who are not 
to be convinced by the weight of taxes' 
which they bear; by the disappearance of 
the real money of the country; by the. 
sale of tight guineas at 28 shillings each 
in Bank of England paper; by the law 
protecting that Bank against the demand 
of payment of its notes in cash ; by the 
law making those notes a legal tender for 
rent ; by the trippling of the poors-ratea 
and the paupers ; by the law relative to 
the importation of Corn; by all the law* 
laying restraint upon the press ; by the 
suspension of the habeas corpus act for 
seven years at one time ; by the keeping 
up, for many years, and still now keeping 
up, a foreign army, an army of Germans, 
of Hanoverians, in England, in time of 
peace as well as in time of war : for those, 
who arc not to be convinced by all these 
things, the question is now to be decided, 
whether the Pitt system be a good one or 
a bad one. — One would have thought, 
however, after having heard the above 
description of our perilous state at this 
time; after hearing' the country described 
as having no alternative but war or am 
armed peace ; after having it positively as* 
serted, and hearing the assertion cheered 
from all quarters, that we are now under 
the fatal necessity of renewing the war and 
of paying subsidies, and that this gives us 
the only chance of salvation : after hear- 
ing this, had we, my good Lord, to ex- 
pect, that, in the same place, and upon 
(he same occasion, that system which had 
brought us into this- state, would be ex- 
tolled to the skies? — Yet, such is the 
fact, which I now have to record. — In 
the published report of your Lordship's 
speech of the 25th of May, I find the fol- 
lowing passage. After speaking in a high 
strain of the Justice and wisdom of the 
Congress at Vienna, and of the treaties 
made there, you are reported to have pro- 
ceeded as follows : — u When the proper 
44 period arrived, he was prepared to jus- 
44 tify them as carrying into execu- 
44 tton, not only in substance, but almost 
44 in all the details, that plan which had 
" been formed by a statesman, from whoai 
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" he, and those who acted with hip, mast 
« ever feel the highest deference and ad» 
*" miration— Mr. Pitt. He (Mr. Pitt) 
* 4 when contemplating the possible success 
<* of a great confederation against France, 
** had considered that general arrange- 
44 ment which had been in a great measure 
44 carried into effect, to be that which 
" would prove most conducive to the hap- 
" piness of En rope. He (Lord Castle- 
** reagh) was prepared to shew when the 
u guest ion came before the House, that 
*' the decisions which had been made with 
" respect to the immediate interests of this 
u country, were more advantageous than 
u those fondly contemplated by Mr. Pitt, 
** as the consequences of successful near, — 
" He had not hoped that such good con- 
" ditions could be obtained for Holland as 
w had been secured at the Congress. Mr. 
u Pitt had considered it necessary to ex- 
." tend the power of Prussia beyood the 
f* Rhine, and the annexation of Genoa 
« with Piedmont was a part of his plan, 
'< much an that arrangement had of late' 
*' been celisured by those in opposition to 
" the present Government. At an early 
*' period of the late war, at least when the 
'< successes of the Allies had first given a 
" prospect of a successful termination of 
" the struggle against France, soon after 
" the Russian army had crossed the Vis- 
" tula, he (Lord Castlereagh) had trans- 
* c mitted a copy of the dispatch of Mr. 
" Pitt to'the Ambassador of the Emperor 
" Alexander, and desired to be apprized 
"if any, and what alteration had taken 
" place in the views of Russia with respect 
■" to that plan in the event of the contest 
"being brought' to *a successful issue. 
*' The answer to this communication in- 
* ; formed him, that ' the Emperor of Rus- 
•" i sia had nothing to state in departure 
iC i from the principles of the arrangement 
<*« laiddown bv Mr.Pitt in 1805.' This 
• <c was some proof of their solidity, and 
" on these principles England had gone 
" into the contest closely united in the 
" views with her Allies. Acting on these 
"feelings which had regulated his con- 
u duct, however he might be sensible that 
" it Was not possible ah arrangement with 
" any particular power could fix the rela- 
" tions of all Europe; and feeling as he 
" did, that as all Europe must co-operate 
*' in the great work, it could only be ef- 
fected in a spirit of compromise; yet 
. ** was it no small satisfaction to him, and 



" to all who reverenced the politics of that 
" great statesman, Mr. Pitt, as he did, tha$ 
" they had lived to see that reduced to 
u practice which his great mind, when 
" given to the consideration of this impor- 
" tout question, had fondly imagined in the 
" abstract as the. utmost of his wishes. 9 '— 
Lived to see. what reduced to practice, 
my Lord ? To practice!. Why, there is no 
part of the plan yet reduced to practice. 
Treaties have, indeed, neen made ; but ? 
there is a battle to be fought to decide 
whether those treaties are to have effect. 
I know nothing of Pitt's schemes that has 
yet succeeded* He told the nation in 
1?J>3, that it Jiad to fight for its existence ; 
and so you and your colleagues and sup- k 
porters tell the nation now* It is, at any 
rate, a little premature to boast of your 
great statesman's iitcce**. He had & plan (or 
paying off tt)e National Debt, $nd the 
Debt has become more than four times as 
great as it was when he adopted his plan. 
He had a plan for ruining the finances of 
France; and, at the end of four years 
from that time, be passed a bill to autho- 
rize the Bank of England to refuse pay- 
ment of their potes in cash*. He had a 
plan for inducing the "people of England 
to arm for their country's defence, and he 
passed a Bill to authorize the keeping ug 
of Hanoverian Regiments in England. He 
nad a plan for reducing the French by 
the means of famine ; and we have now a, 
Corn Bill to prevent the French from pour- 
ing in upon us the superabundance of their 
provisions. — But, you will say, u allow, 
" at any rate, that his plan for destroying 
" French principles succeeded." IJo : foe 
they are not destroyed; and, all the, 
speakers in favour of war insist, that we, 
shall now be devoured- by tjiese same 
French principles, unless we destroy them} 
by war* The passage, which \ have taken 
for my motto, expresses the sentiments of 
the whole of the war party. It is, indeed! 
in the mouths of them all, that war, ana 
war only, can save us from French prin- 
ciples. — Therefore, we are, in this respect^ 
just where your great statesman set out 
with us; but, we have added to our debt 
and taxes fourfold, and we have found, 
that, with the Bourbons on the throne, 
we cannof live in peace, without greatet 
distress even than that occasioned by war. 
— TV" Pitt Club" nfay toast as long- as 
they please ; but, I am of opinion, that, 
whether in peace or war, the Pitt System 
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Will very soon have produced consequences 
that will defy longer di^uise. 

V. Of the great means , of (he Allies 
against France^ including subsidies. — 
Your Lordship said, upon this point, that 
jou bad, thus, ." endear eured to open the 
44 general ground of the war, trusting much 
"tothe^IND, the INTELLIGENCE, 
« the EXPERIENCE, and EXTENSIVE 
"KNOWLEDGEofthellOUSE! which 
44 had, /or tzqenty-Jive i/ears, dwelt on 
44 passing evejats. Although painful to 
** his feelings to' make a proposition of 
44 this nature, instead of realising those 
"BRILLIANT PROSPECTS ot peace 
* 4 and security) which, after so many ex- 
* 4 erttous, the country had a right to con- 
* 4 template, yet he felt mudi consolation in 
44 comparing our present situation with 
*' that in which we stood in the course of 
"former wars. We were not now con- 
Xl tending for our own safety, without a 
"" single Ally, against the power of the 
* 4 enemy. Let the Uottse recollect, that 
* 4 even at thai moment, when engaged in 
44 the prosecution of our own moral duty, 
44 our aid was required for Portugal and 
4' Spain, we had not hesitated to interpose 
44 our strong hand : we had felt bold in 
* 4 tjie justice of our cause, and became 
* 4 the protectors of other countries. This 
*' resolution had been pursued with a de- 
44 grneof perseverance, which did honor to 
' 44 tlfe country. We had struggled* hrough 
44 the storm — we survived the period of 
44 calamity, and had the satisfaction of 
44 seeing those two nations freed, and the 
u whole of Europe confederated against 
44 France, instead of being combined 
44 against us. It was, therefore, evident, 
44 that, we now started from a different 
u point. We were then Jiglding against 
44 France 9 and die whole power of Europe. 
44 All Europe was now contending with 
** us against France : nay,- a strong com- 
44 bination in Prance itself was probably 
I 4 formed on our side, so that zee were 
Ai fighting with the Powers of the Contu 
44 mnt and a portion of France, against 
44 the usurpation of Uonqparte and of 
44 the army." Oh ! this makes you feel 
consolation, does it ? I wish you could 
hear what the press of America will say 
npon this. And,' what were the. " bril- 
Uaut prospects" of peace and security? 
Thn prospects of peace were worse, were 
2BOM gloomy, more wretched, than those 
*4 *nyr. We had Jo§t all, ©Ten if peace 



had continued.— —But the troops! the 
troop* J Let us see the mus»ter-roll of 
those who ane to destroy French prin« 
ciples by means of powder and ball. — 
Mr. G rattan said, you had 600,000 of 
these gentlemen preservers of religion 
and social order; button carry the 'num- 
ber much higher, in your published re- 
ported speech of the 26th of May, wherein 
you give this thinking nation the fol- 
lowing 

MUSTEK R0L&. 

44 As far as Austria was concerned, 
"there were in full operation, ready. to 
44 act ami be put in motion, an army of 
44 150,000 men in Italy, sufficient of itself 
44 to satisfy the stipulations in the treaty, 
44 But this power would have an army of 
44 extent in another quarter towards the 
44 Rhine, so that instead of 150,C00, we 
44 miglit consider the operating and effec- 
44 tive army to amount to 300,000 men. — 
44 With respect to the Russian force, he 
44 had the satisfaction to state, that the 
44 Emperor had engaged in the present 
44 contest wiih that decision which marked 
44 the whole of his conduct throughout the 
44 late eventful war, and had resolved to 
44 call out a great part of the forces of his 
44 mighty empire. General Barclay de 
44 Tolly was at the head of as fine an army 
44 as ever was called out on service in any 
Cc country, having such ample means of 
64 selection in their power. The force in 
44 the ranks under him, which would ar- 
44 rive at the Rhine, amounted to 225,000 
44 men, and as this army was accompanied 
4 ' by a number of voluuteers, it would ar- 
4 < rive at the Rhine as complete in num- 
<4 bers as when it left the Russian empire. 
44 There was assembled besides on the 
<4 frontiers another army of 150,000 men, 
'< under General Wittgenstein ; and the 
'< Emperor had signified to his Royal High- 
44 ness the Priuce Regent his readiness to 
44 put' in motion this army, if exigencies 
44 should render such a measure necessary. 
44 No money that it was in our power to 
44 grant could create such an army — all 
44 that we could possibly do was to assist 
"them in their efforts: THat force of 
44 225,000 men was very nearly advanced 
44 to the Rhine, and in such a state of mi- 
litary efficiency as, was, never exceeded 
44 by any army. — The third Power which 
44 had made such great exertions during 
44 the last war, to the great admiration of 
44 .every man ; had nojt confiued himself to 
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46 the stipulationB of /the Treaty, but had 
" six corps, of 236,0p0 men in the 
44 whole, in ao effective state. But the 
44 House were entitled to inquire from 
44 him, and he was anxious to anti- 
44 cipate them in their wish for informa- 
a tion, whether our pecuniary assistance 
44 was to be confided to the three great 
44 Powers, and whether such other Powers 
44 as might; join the common cause were 
44 to share all the difficulties, without rc- 
4C - ceivhig any extent of assistance ? He 
44 thought it right that the House should 
44 know what was the extent of that de- 
44 scription of force, and what was the 
cc value of the aid which they were likely 
* 4 to receive from us. Having stated the 
44 force of the great Powers, he did not 
44 wish to enter into a statement of the 
44 force of each subordinate Power. , Con r 
44 sidering Great Britain and Holland 
44 separately, he would estimate the other 
44 Powers together — some of them would 
44 bring considerable forces into the field ; 
44 Bavaria, for instance, had an army of 
<4 60,000 men of the very best descrip- 
44 tion. The force which that Power, 
44 with Wirtemberg, Baden, Hesse, Sax- 
44 ony, the Hanse Towns, and the small 
44 States on the Rhine, would bring into 
44 the field, amounted to one hundred and 
44 fifty thousand men, besides what was 
" already stated. That collective mass 
Ci wa$ independent of the force of the 
4; three great Powers, and the force of 
' 4 Qreat Britain and Holland.— -The Bri- 
44 tish force would be 50,000 men, and 
(i the King of the Netherlands was to 
44 furnish an equal amount of 50,000 
44 men to the Confederacy. There were 
"actually 30,000 of them in service and 
u in the field, and the remainder of the 
44 force was in a state of preparation and 
" was expected to be soon ready. Tak- 
" ing therefore the whole collective force : 
Austria ... 300,000 

Kuisia - . 215,000 

Prussia ... 236,000 

Coileciive States of Germany 150,000 
. Great Britain . . • 50,000 

Jioilapd • . - 50,000 



1,011,000 
44 It formed a total of one million and 
44 eleven thousand men exclusive of the 
44 army of the Emperor of Russsia as- 
44 sembled on the frontiers of his domini- 
44 ons, and ready to act in case of exi- 



44 gency." — Hourra, Pat ! here we go at 
the Jacobins ! How this must have de- 
lighted the eyes and gladdened the hearts 
of those worthy and zealoosgentlemen, the 
General Assembly of the Kirk of Scot- 
land, who have been the first, and, as 
yet, the only body of men, who have pre- 
sented an address in favour of war. 

VI. Of the small means of the French 
to defend themselves. — Upon this subject 
it was *aid< — 

By the Earl of Liverpool, that " the 
** sentiments of the bulk of the French 
44 nation were extremely averse" tq 
44 Napoleon. 
By Mr. G rattan, that " the French 
44 power had in other respects been 
44 diminished. Bonaparte had no 
44 cavalry ; he had no money ; he hao[ 
44 no title, nor any credit. The peo- 
44 pie had never regreted his absence; 
44 on the contrary, they were over* 
"joyed at it. Indeed, how could 
44 they regret the man who had im- 
44 posed on them a military yoke — 
44 who had taken their money by his 
44 own decrees— who had robbed them 
44 of their children by an arbitrary 
4C conscription ? The people would 
44 not rise in favour and support of 
44 a conqueror who had proved 
44 himself an oppressor of France* 
44 On the contrary, they would be 
44 glad to see the Allies triumph over 
44 biro, for they must clearly see, that 
44 when the conqueror was removed 
44 the oppressor would be removed 
44 also. The first powers of Europe 
44 had now united' to remove the 
44 oppressor, and it would be ridicu- 
44 lous to suppose that the French 
44 people would break their oath's 
44 pledged to a mild and merciful So- 
44 vereign, for the purpose of saddling 
44 themselves with the eternal damna- 
44 tion of a military despotism." . . . . 
That, 44 his" (Napo- 
leon's) 44 power was at present tot* 
Cc tering to the very base. 9 ' 
By Mr. Plunket, that u If we were to 
44 tell the French people that we were 
44 ready to negotiate with Bonaparte 
44 as their ruler, it would at once 
44 destroy all the hopes that might 
44 now fairly be entertained of the co- 
44 operation of a considerable portion 
44 of the nation. When, however, 
< 4 we saw the situation in which Bo* 
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tt naparte now stood ; when we saw 
* 4 him reduced to make professions 
u contrary to his very nature ; when 
44 we saw the vessel in which his for' 
"tunes were embarked labouring 
" with the storm, and its mast bowed 
44 ddwn to the water's edge, \t would 
44 be to the height of impolicy and 
44 absurdity to hesitate on the cause 
"that we had to pursue."*-— These 
are memorable words. 

Py yourself, m) Lord, that " Themili- 
44 tary force of ALL THE REST OF 
44 EUROPE was combined against 
44 the HALF OF FRANCE." 

Hourra, hourra, Pat ! Here we dash at 
the Jacobins, as we did at the Vankies. 

VIL Of the Morality of the Subsi- 
dies. — Mr. Plunkit said, that " We had 
44 now a most powerful combination 
u of Allies, not fomented by us, but 
44 acting from the moral feeling which 
44 pervade all Europe. If we were 
44 foolish enough to throw away those 
44 means, we couid never hope to re- 
44 cal them. Those of his friends who 
44 had talked the most about husban- 
44 ding the resources of the country, 
* 4 had confessed, that when an occa- 
** siort should arrive, when some im- 
44 portant blow cduld be struck 
u against the enemy, that system 
44 should be no longer persevered in. 
u That important crisis had now ar- 
44 rived. It was fain to expect that 
144 a more favourable opportunity 
44 would ever arrive. All tee great 
44 powers of Europe were now with 
44 us, and a considerable portion of 
44 the population of France. 

Here I close my extracts, my Lord. 
These are memorable passages. They will 
hare to be reverted to many hundreds of 
times. Here they are safe. They will 
not now be lost. Here are the alleged 
causes and the projected effects of the war, 
on which we are now entering; and, 
having made these sure, I shall, in my 
future letters, request your attention to 
jother matters. I am, &c. &c. 

Wm. Cobbett. 

. #oJI«y,7tli June, 181$. 



Botley, neat Southampton, 7th June, 1815 • ' 
I have received by post a single Na- 
tional Intelligencer of the 23d of April,' 
and NILES'S WEEKLY REGISTER, 
of April 1st and 8th, 1815. They were 
under covers, and directed to u Botley, 
near London.* 9 It should have beea 
44 Botley, near Southampton." They were 
put itffo the post-omce at Portsmouth^ 
only 14 miles from Botley; but, having 
the word London upon them, they were 
sent on thither. I beg Mr. Niles and the 
person who sent me the Intelligencer, to 
accept of my best thanks. I am very 
highly flattered at perceiving, that a work 
precisely upon the model, and with the 
title of my own, should have been esta- 
blished in America, and carried on already 
to the eighth volume. — I hope Mr. Niles 
will continue sending me his Register. He 
shall have Cobbett's Register sent him at 
regularly as possible. — I beg my Corres- 
pondents to look at my Notices in the two 
last Numbers. 

>Vm. Cobbett. 



Modern Forgeries. 

Mb. Cobbett, — The French Govern- 
ment invite the distinguished English at 
Paris to visit the archives, for the purpose 
of witnessing the base falsification of do- 
cuments, made with a view to support the 
recent political arrangements of the Con* 
gress; and that such falsifications have 
taken place no discerning man in Europe* 
can doubt. It is, however, unnecessary 
to go to Paris to witness the fraud of such 
falsifications ; a similar manoeuvre having 
just been played off on the whole English 
nation, so barefacedly, that all may de- 
tect it, in an important document, lately 
laid officially before the House of Com- 
mons, a copy of which you inserted in 
your last Register. 

In the English translation of this 
document, M • de Caulaincourt, the French 
Minister for Foreign Affairs, who may be 
supposed to have written under the imme- 
diate eye of the Emperor, is made, in the 
official translation, to say, in speaking of 
Napoleon's recal to the throne of France, 
that " His Majesty prides himself afcote 
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* all on the reflection, that he owes it en- 
i4 tirely to the Jove of the French people, 
" and he has no other wish than to repay 
€C such affections no longer by the trophies 
"of TAiir axbitxok, but by all the ad- 
u vantages of an honourable repose, and 
" by all the blessings of a happy tran- 

* quilUty." Now, Sir, who would sup- 
pose, in reading this passage, but that the 
$raperor Napoleon, penetrated with com* 
junction for his past errors, had been led 
to confess, through his Minister, that he 
had been heretofore stimulated by u vain 
ambition," the vice so currently attributed 
to him by the prostituted press of Eng- 
land ? — Their point in truth was thus ac- 
complished. They had for year* accused 
Bonaparte of disturbing the world by his 
*' vain ambition ;" and here they give it 
under his *mn,*«nd, or, which is the 
same thing, under the hand of his confi- 
dential Minister. Doubtless you and the 
public at large bare been struck with this 
extraordinary confession, made in the face 
+f a thousand facts,, which give it the lie 
direct, it being most notorious to every 
one, who has lived with his eyes open since 
the year 1799, that Bonaparte's career 
began by the restoration of a general 
peace, and has been uniformly marked by 
endeavours to remain at peace with ait 
those who chose to be at peace with him ; 
his overtures and solicitations in favour 
of peace savouring of pusillanimity, an$ 
sometimes loading to war, by affording 
grounds for a oharge of weakness on bis 
part. I was led, therefore, to notice this 
passage in the French original, as pre- 
sented to the Houses of Parliament, when, 
to my utter astonishment, I found nothing 
about u vain ambition," or any senti- 
ment which justified the use of this fa- 
vourite phrase of our war faction ! No 
man, Mr. Cotoett,imderstanih the French 
language better than yourself; behold 
then the original phrase of M. de Cau- 
^atncourt's letter, " Sa Mejeste s'ho- 
** nore sourtout de la de voir uniquement 
" a t'ameur du people Franoais, et elle 
" ne forme plus qu'oo deetr, c*est de 
*' paver taot d'affection, non plus par des 
." trophees d'une trbp inflrtietuete gran- 
+ * deur, mais par tous les avaotages, d'un 
P honorable repos, par tons les bienraits 
4i d'une heureuee tranquillize." Here, 
every persou who understands French, or 
who is competent to consult a French dh> 
Jtiooery, wUl find that a moral sentiment,, 



expressible by the English words unpro- 
fitable OREATNISS, Or FRUITLESS OAAN- 

nuua, is insidiously and dishonestly per- 
verted into the criminal passion of ** vain 
ambition," to serve the purposes of- cor- 
ruption and craft, and to delude the very 
numerous readers of this interesting State 
Paper, who have not the opportunity to 
compare it with the Freneh original. Can 
a "good cause" stand in need of such 
despicable artifices ? 

I am, Sir, jour constant reader, 

William Mat/land. 

U*dm t M*y 9%, 1Z15. 



To tub Tuinkinc People of England, 
who do not form the Aristocracy, 

ANO WHO ARK NOT OF TflK WAR FAC- 
TION. 

Mt FaiENDs.— It might be well for 
yon to consider the terrific scene, which h 
pendant over your country, and over 
Europe. The moments are few, bnt they 
may yet serve for the public expression of 
popularopinion against a war with France, 
which your Regent and a large proportion; 
of your Aristocracy has determined on. 
Consider how similar the occasion- and 
commencement of this war is to that of 
the first one, which arose out of the 
French Revolution. It is the dread of the 
success and of the ultimate spread of that 
spirit, of that Revolution which has alarm- 
ed the feelings, and aroused the indigna- 
tion of our trembling Aristocracy.— The 
expansion of one dynasty, and the popular 
adoption of another ; the extinction of 
old titles, the forfeiture of property, the 
dissolution of a powerful church esta- 
blishment, the amelioration of the condi- 
tion of the great mass of the people, who 
then became independent ; these are too 
formidable object* to be viewed with coat- 
placcncyby those of this country, whom sU 
milar events might place in similar situa- 
tions. This is the dread, this causes (he 
panic, and this, this only, is the reason why 
yon are to be engaged foe wmr, of which 
no man' can Calculate the cofecluatoa or 
the consequences. — To make this war 
palatable, to make it appear necessary for 
your interest, the base hirelings of eiery 
description ane using every species of de* 
ception and falsehood. One hour we are 
told, that Bonaparte can sorer take the 
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field because &e late King, good man, 
(after he had packed up tlje Crown jewels 
we suppose) ordered all the powder 
and powder-mills to be destroyed. Now 
i* it to be believed, when SouU had the 
direction of the war department, aided 
oy other . Marshals who were plan- 
ning Napoleons return, that such an 
order would have been executed at the 
Jast moments pf the Jungs authority ; 
and had it really happened, is it for* 
gotten how in the earliest periods of 
jthe Revolutionary war, upon a scar- 
city of powder, how quickly the men 
of science, when directed to turn their 
attention to the preparation of this article, 
supplied . the want. The same falsehood, 
the same delusion is practiced in a thousand 
forms. In nothing more than in the impudent 
statemeuts of desertion from the French 
amies. I wish the issue of the question 
of war or peace could be rested upon the 
jtruth or falsehood of this fact, whether 
from the hour of Bonaparte's, landing in 
France, up to this moment of time, they 
could or could not shew a list of authenti- 
cated names of one thousand French Sol- 
diers, who had served with him, and who 
have quitted his standard to join the Al- 
lies. The chance would be a poor one 
far the friends of war.— Such then are the 
causes of the war, and such the vile means 
resorted to to induce your hearty concur-; 
rence in it, that you may pay for it in tax- 
ation and bleed for it, with slaves from 
Russia, changelings from Germany, and 
subsidised soldiers from all quarters of the 
Pontinent. 1'hey tell you, it is to be but 
p. summer's business / that the Bourbons, 
the nobles, the priests, the tythes, the for- 
feited estates, the virtues, the blessings, 
and the comforts of the old Regime, and 
pf all the Feudal System, will then be re- 
stored in full and original authority ; as 
an example to all nations and all people 
who dare to exert the rights of nature, and 
Vindicate their freedom against the tyranny 
ibf old institutions; and the feebleness and 
Wickedness of the few who lord it over 
and trample on the many. As agricul- 
turists, I think, you have sufficiently felt 
and seen the difficulties you bow labour 
tinder ; how taxation prevents your being 
able to meet the foreign corn grower in 
ihe market. As manufacturers, you now 
see, that by war you have driven all na- 
tions to become your rivals ; that in the 
fioer goods you are undersold ; and that 



even the demand for coarser articles Is so 
diminished that trade languishes, and em T 
ploy men t ki many instances is not to bo 
found. Will an addition of taxes better 
either of these respective conditions ? wilt 
not rather increased causes produce in- 
creased effects ? — Englishmen ! " arise, 
" awake, or be ever fallen." The war is 
not your war; the objects "of it are not 
your advantage ; and the continuance of 
it must produce a crisis, the horror% 
the evils, and ultimate safety from which 
no man can calculate. The fall of those* 
who occasion the evil will not be alone, 
or tfye just retribution of Heaven might 
cause few tears from the survivors. But 
around us would hover numerous people, 
whom we have by our subsidies enriched 
and ranged in arms ; whom we have taught 
that interference in the internal Govern- 
ment of other countries, is in some causes 
a duty ; and whom their own experience 
has taught, that in others it may be an ad- 
vantage, inasmuch as sometimes they may 
end as conquerors where they pretended 
to come as mediators and friends. Would, 
my friends, what I have said might rOu&e 
you to the exercise of all legitimate means 
to stem the tide of war, with which the 
weakness and wickedness of some men 
would overwhelm us. The cause is your 
own, and as is your apathy or your vigour 
you must abide and remain. Civjs. 

Jim? 7th, 1815. 



The Champ be Mai. 

In introducing to the notice of my rea» 
ders, the most impressive and important 
proceeding which Europe has witnessed 
since the commencement of the French 
Revolution, few comments are necessary. 
It is a ceremony which speaks for itself, 
and which ought to overwhelm with con- 
fusion all the base efforts of the vile hire-} 
ling press, who stigmatise it wrth the silly 
epithet of u a farce." I fear hs effects 
will not be found JUrctcml; and certainly 
if our besotted war faction continue their 
industrious efforts, one of the first effects 
will be the renewal of those principles of 
liberty, which may possibly shake the 
thrones of the Allied Autocrats to their 
foundation. I do not say that it will ; 
but it fc, at least, possible that it may.— 
But there is one circumstance, connected 
with the celebration of the (Jhavtp deJdaL 
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so strikingly important, that I cannot for- 
bear noticing it. The detestable Billings- 
gate calumniators of the French Emperor, 
have uniformly stated, as their decided and 
conclusive* conviction, that he dared not 
appear in public ; that when he went out 
he was either shut up in a close carriage 
or rode his horse at full gallop. What do 
these foul mouthed hirelings say now ? 
What do they say to his placing himself, 
unarmed and without guards, on an ele- 
vated throne, surrounded not only by the 
people from all parts of the immense 
French empire, but also by the whole po- 
pulation of the prodigious city of Paris ? 
And yH not a single assassin could be 
found in spite of all the proclamations 
of the " legitimate proprietors of the 
human race,'* to do the so much de- 
tired deed of putting an end to the 
only really elected monarch in Europe.— 
Would any of the Emperors or Kings who 
ha?e proscribed Napoleon venture so to 
expose themselves? I doubt much whether 
any of them, shining as they are in all the 
grea.t qualities that adorn human nature, 
would choose to call about them the popu- 
lation of their States. — At least, it would 
not perhaps be considered the most wise 
experiment, unless a bodyguard was pre- 
viously provided to protect their sacred 
persons. — After this new proof of the at- 
tachment of the French people to Napo- 
leon, Ief us h6ar no more of the vile at- 
tempts of the Times and the Courier to 
persuade us, that Napoleon has not been 
elected by the free and unbiassed suffrages 
of th» French .nation. This eveut is preg- 
nant with the most important consequen- 
ces ; but it is unnessary for me to say more 
upon the subject to such men as compose 
the readers of the Register.— I give them 
the text ; they will make their own com- 
mentary : — r 

Pan's. June % — Never did a festival 
more national, never a spectacle at once 
so solemn and touching, attract the at- 
tention of the French people as the As- 
sembly of the Champ de Mai. Every 
thing that could interest and elevate' the 
•oul — the prayers of religion — the com- 
pact of a great people with their Sove- 
reign — France represented by the select 
of h<»r Citizens, Agriculturists, Merchants, 
Magistrates, and Warriors, collected 
around the Throne — an immense popula- 
tion, covering the Champ de Mars, aud 



joining in vows for the great object of 
that magnificent ceremony-^ali excited 
the most ardent enthusiasm of which the 
most memorable epochs have left us the 
recollection. — We shall not at present 
enter into a particular description of the 
buildings prepared for this ceremony, but* 
shall merely state the general arrange- 
ments. The Emperor's throne was erect- 
ed in front of the Military School, and in 1 
the centre of a vast semicircular indo- 
sure, two thirds of which formed, on the 
right and left grand amphitheatres, m 
which 15,000 persons were seated* The 
other third in front of the throne was' 
open. An alter was erected in the 
middle. Further on, and about IQOr 
toises distant, was placed another throne, 
which overlooked the whole Champ der 
Mars. The Emperor having repaired tat 
the Champ de Mars, in procession, in the 
order described in the Programme, ap- 
peared on his throne amidst universal ac- 
clamations. Mass was celebrated by the 
Archbishop of Tours, assisted by Cardi- 
nal Bayanne, and four other Bishops. — 
Mass being concluded, the Members of 
the Central Deputation of the Electoral 
Colleges advanced to the foot of the 
Throne, the steps of which they ascended, 
in order to have a nearer view of the Em- - 
peror, and to be better seen by him. 
They were about 500 in number. They 
were presented to his Majesty by the 
Arch Chancellor. — Then one of the Mem- . 
bers of the Deputation ($f. Duboys d'Ao* 
gers, Elector and Representative of the 
Department of the Maine and Loire), pro- 
nounced with a loud voice and much ani-t 
mation, the following Address, in the 
name of the French peoole : — < 

Si rx— tT he French people had decreed 
the Crown to you ; you deposed it with, 
out their consent ; its suffrages have ju$t 
imposed upon you the duty of resuming 
it. — A new contract is formed between 
the nation and your Majesty. — Collected 
from all points of the Empire around the 
tables of the law ou which we are about 
to inscribe the wish of the people, thi^ 
wish, which is the only legitimate source 
of power, it is impossible for us not to 
utter the. voice of France, of which wq 
are the immediate organs, not to say ii% 
the presence of Europe, to the august chief 
of the nation, what it expects from him, 
and what he is to expect from it. — What 
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is the object of the league of Allied Kings 
With that warlike preparation by w&'ich 
they alarm Europe and afllict humanity ? — 
By what act, what violation have we pro- 
voked their vengeance, or given cause for 
their aggression ? Have we since peace 
was concluded endeavoured to give them 
laws?. We merely wish to make and to 
follow those which are adapted to our 
manners. We will not have the Chief 
whom our enemies would give us, and we 
will have him whom they wish us not to 
have* They dare to proscribe you per- 
sonally : you, Sire, who, so often master 
of their capita^ generously consolidated 
their tottering thrones. This hatred of 
our enemies adds to our love for you. 
Wejre they to proscribe the most obscure 
of our citizens, it would be our duty to 
defend him with the same energy. He 
would be, like you, under the i£gis of 
French Law and French Power. They 
menace us with invasion ! And yet con- 
tracted within frontiers which nature has 
not imposed upon us, and which, long be- 
fore your reign, victory and even peace 
had extended, we have- not, from respect 
to treaties which you had not signed, but 
-which you had offered to- observe, sought 
to pass that. narrow boundary. Do they 
ask for guarantees ? They have them all 
in our institutions, and in the will of the 
French people henceforth united to yours. 
Do tbey not dread to remind us of times, 
of a state of things lately so different, 
but which may still be re-produced ! It 
would not be the first time that we have 
conquered all Europe armed against us. 
Because France wishes to be France, 
must she be degraded, torn, dismembered, 
and must *he fate of Poland be reserved 
for us ? It is in vain to conceal insidious 
designs- under the sole pretence of sepa- 
rating you from us, in order to give us 
Masters with whom we have nothing in 
common. Their presence destroyed all 
the illusions attached to their name. They 
could not believe our oaths, neither could 
we their promises. Tithes, feudal rights, 
privileges, every thing that was odious to 
H3 was too evidently the fond object of 
their thought, when one of them, to con- 
sole the impatience of the present, as- 
sured his confidants that he would an&zecr 
/# them for the future. Every thing shall 
be attempted, every thing executed, to 
repel so ignominious a yoke. We de- 



clare it to nations : may their chiefs hear 
us ! If they accept your offers of peace, 
the French people will look to your vi» 
gorous, libera), and paternal administra- 
tion for grounds of conso'atiou, for the 
sacrifices made to obtain peace : but if we 
are left no choice but between war and 
disgrace, the whole country will rise for 
war, and the nation is prepared to relieve 
you from the too moderate offers you 
have perhaps made, in order to sa?e Eu- 
rope from a new convulsion. Every 
Frenchman is a soldier: Victory will 
follow your eagles, and our enemies wht* 
rely on our divisions, will soon regret 
having provoked us. 

The energy and the feelings of the 
speaker gradually extended to all around, 
and the whole Champ de Mars resounded 
with cries of Five le Nation! Vive le 
Empereur ! At this moment the Arch- 
Chancellor' proclaimed the result of the 
votes, shewing that the Additional Act 
to the Constitution of the Empire had 
been accepted almost unanimously ; the 
number of negative votes being 4,308. 
The Chief of the Heralds at Arms, ou the 
order of his Majesty, transmitted by the 
Grand Master of the Cereremonies, 
said, — 

In the name of his Majesty I declare, that 
the Act Additional to the Constitutions of 
the Empire has been accepted by the French 
people. 

The Grand Chamberlain caused a table 
to be brought in front of the throne, on 
which the Act was placed. The Chan- 
cellor delivered a pen to Prince Joseph, 
who presented it to the Emperor, and hi» 
Majesty affixed his signature to the Act 
for the promulgation of the Constitution. 
The table being removed, and the Empe- 
ror seated and covered, spoke in the fol- 
lowing terms : — 

Gentlemen^ Electors of the Colleges of 
the Departments and Districts: Gentle* 
men j Deputies of the Army and Navy, at 
the Champ de Mai; — Emperor, Consul, 
Soldier, I derive all from the people. In 
prosperity, in adversity, on the field of 
battle, in council, on the throne, and in 
exile, France has been the sole and con- 
stant object of my thoughts and actions. 
j Like the King of Athens, I sacrificed my- 
' self for my people, in the hope of realizing 
the promise given to preserve to France 
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her natural integrity, her honours and her 
rights. Indignation at seeing* these sacred 
Tights, acquired by 20 years of victory, 
disavowed and lost fdr ever ; the cry of 

Trench honour tarnished, and the wishes 
of the nation have replaced me upon that 
throne which is dear to me, because it is 
the palladium of the independence, the 
honour, and the rights of the people. 
Frenchmen, in traversing amidst the pub- 
lic joy the different provinces of the empire 
to reach my capital, I had reason to rely 
orf a lasting peace. Nations are bound by 
treaties concluded by their Governments, 
whatever they may be. My thoughts 
were then all occupied with the means of 
establishing our liberty by a constitution 
conformable to the will and interests of 
the people. I convoked the Champ de 
Mai. I soon learned that the Princes who 
have disregarded all principles, who have 
trampled on the sentiments and dearest in- 
terests of so many nations, wish to make 
war against us» They meditate the in- 
creasing the kingdom of the Netherlands, 
by giving it as barriers all our northern 
frontier places* and the conciliation of the 
differences which still exist among them 
by dividing Lorraine and Alsace. It was 

. necessary to provide for* war. But, be- 
fore personally encountering the hazards 
of battles, my first care has been to con- 
stitute the nation without delay. The 
people have accepted the Act which I have 
presented to them. Frenchmen, when we 
shall have tepelled these unjust aggres- 
sions, and Europe shall be convinced of 
what is due to the rights and independence 
of 2& millions of people, a solemn law 
drawn up in the forms required by the 
Constitutional Act shall combine toge- 
ther the different dispositions of our con* 
stitutions now dispersed. Frenchmen, 
you are about to return to yonr depart- 
ments; inform the citizens that circum- 
stances are grand! That with union, 
energy, and perseverance, we shall return 
■victorious from this contest of a great peo- 
ple against their oppressors ; that future 
generations will severely scrutanize our 
conduct, and that a nation has lost all 
when she has lost her independence ; tell 
them that foreign Kings whom I have 

• raised to the throne, or who owe to me 
the preservation of their crown* ; who all 
duriog my prosperity sought my alliance 
and the protection of the French people, 



now direct their blows against my person; 
Did I not perceive that it is the country 
they Wish to injure, I would place at their 
mercy this existence against which they 
shew themselves so much incenced. But 
tell the citizens, that while the French 
people preserve towards me the Sentiments' 
of lOve, of which they have given me sc* 
many proofs, the rage of our enemies will 
be powerless. Frenchmen, my wish i* 
that of the people ; my rights are theirs ; 
my honour, my glory, my happiness, can 
be no other than the honour, the glory y 
and the happiness of France* 

It would be difficult to describe* ft* 
emotions which' Were manifested on every 
countenance by the words of his Majesty, 
or the prolonged cries which followed his 
speech. The Archbishop of Boorges, • 
First Almoner, performing the functions 
of the Grand Almoner, then approached 
the throne, and on bis knees presented the' 
Holy Gospel to the Emperor, who took 
the oath in the following terms— 

i swear- to observe a»l> cause to be 
observed tjie constitutions qm xh# 
Empire. 

The Prince Arch-Chancelfor advancing 
to tho foot of the throne, first pronounced 
the oath of obedience to the Constitutions 
and fidelity to the Emperor. The As- 
sembly with one unanimous voice repeated 
— We swear. The Members of the De- 
putation remained seated on the steps of 
the throne, and Te Deum was chaunted, 
and the Presidents of the JElectoral Col- 
leges advanced to receive the Eagles for 
the National Guards of their depart- 
ments. The Eagle of the National Guard 
of the Seine, that of the first regiment of 
the Line, and that of the first Marine 
corps, were carried by the Ministers of 
the Interior, of War, and the Marrae. 
The Emperor, having laid aside his Impe- 
rial, robe arose from the throne, came 
forward to the first steps, and spoke as 
follows :— 

Soldiers of the National Guard of the 
Empire, Soldiers of the Land and Sea 
Forces, I ' entrust to you the Imperial 
Eagle wkh the National Colours: yoa 
will swear to defend it at the expence of 
your blood*' against the enemies of tbe> 
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comitry and of tWihrone! Yo* swear 
that it shaft always be your tallying sign ! 
You swear it! 

Cries, universally prolonged, of We 
sztfiar, resounded throughout the Assem- 
bly, Amidst these acclamations, and 
surrounded by the Eagles of all the armed 
corps of France, the Emperor proceeded 
to place himself on the throne erected in 
the middle of the Champ de Mars, where, 
. as Colonel of , the National Guard of 
Paris, and of the Imperial Guard, he pre- 
sented Eagles to the Presidents of the de- 
partments, and the six arrondissements, 
and to the Chiefs of his Guard. — Count 
Chapital> President of fhc Electoral Col- 
leges of Paris, and Lieutenant-General 
Durosnel, carried the Eagle of the Na- 
tional Guard ; and 'Lieutenetft-General 
Count Friantthatof the Imperial Guard. 
The troops marched in battalion and 
squadron, and surrouded the throne, with 

the Officers in the first line. The Emperor 
said- 
Soldiers of A^JiatitaalGutodof Paris, 
Soldiers of the Imperial 42aa*d, I entrust 
to you the Imperial Eagle, with the Na- 
tional Colours. You swear to die, if 
necessary, in Us .defence, against the ene- 
mies of the country and the throne, 
[flere all who were within hearing inter- 
rupted the Emperor with cries of We 
sve or.] You swear never to acknowledge 
any other rallying sign. [New cries of 
We szcear>y You, *oJdters «f the Na- 
tional Guard, you swear never to permit 
foreigners again to stain the capital of the 
Great Nation. To your courage I shall 
entrust it. [Cries of We vmear I a thou- 
sand times repeated] — And you, soldiers 
of the Imperial Guard, you swear to sur- 
pass yourselves in the campaign which is 
•bout to open, and to die rather than per- 
mit foreigners to dictate laws to your 
country. 

Here the acclamations, and the cries of 
We swear, resounded throught the whole 
•f (he Champ <fe Mars. The troops, form- 



ing near 50,000 men, including VTfiOO 
National Guards, then defiled before his 
Majesty amidst the cries of ViveVEm~ 
pereur f and the acclamations of an im- 
mense multitude, covering the Champ do 
Mars and extending to the Seine. His 
Majesty then entered the military School 
through a crowd, which with difficulty- 
opened to afford him a passage, and finally 
returned in his carriage to the Thoilleries, 
in the same order of procession as he as- 
lived in tine Champ de Mars. 

MINISTRY OF WAR 
oanwi of us oav. 
The most august ceremony has consecrated out 
msffatiotts. The Cinpeferlmireeelved from Hie 
Representative* of the People, aai the Depwtfey 
of aTl tlie corps of the army, the repression of 
the wishes of the -whole natron on the additional 
Act to the Constrtntkms of the Empire, wbieb 
had been sent for its acceptance. A new oath 
binds together franca and the Emperor* Than 
are destinies accomplished, -and the efforts of an 
impious leagne, will TaH to separate the interest* 
of a great people from that hero of whom Ihe 
most brilliant triumphs have gained the admira- 
tion cf the universe. It is at the moment when 
the national will displays itself, with so snorts 
energy, that cries of war are heard* It is at the 
moment When the national Writ displays itself with 
so much energy that cries of war are heard. It is 
at the moment when France is at peace with all the 
world, that Foreign armies move towards our 
frontiers. What are the hopes of this newtoali- 
tion ? Does it wish to sweep Franee away from, 
her rank amongst nations ? Does it Jntrnd to 
enslave 28 millions of Frenchmen ? Has it for- 
gotten that the first leagne formed against one 
independence only served to aggrandize as in . 
power and io glory. A Imodfed splendid vie- 
tones, whipo moroeaitary reverses and uofertn- 
nate circumstances have not effaced, most remind 
that Coalition, that a free people guided by a 
great man, is invincible. Every man in France 
is a Soldier when national hononr and liberty are 
at stake ; a comniou interest now unites all 
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Frenchmen. Tlie engagement, which Valence 1 the number, of our enemies. SoHiet* N*H^ 
had extorted from u, .re destroyed, by the Bight guide, our.teps ; we fight foi ^j^"^* 
•f the Boarboiw from onr territories, by the ap- 
peal which they have made to foreign armies to 



replace them on the Throne which they have 
abandoned, and by the will of the nation, who, 
whilst resuming the free exercise of her rights, 
1ms solemnly disavowed all that had been done 
•ithont her participation. Frenchmen will not re- 
ceive laws from strangers ; even those traitors who 
are gone to solicit amongst foreigners a parricidal 
assistance, will soon know and experience as well 
as their predecessors, that contempt and infamy 
fellow their steps, and that they can only wipe 
•ff the opprobrium with which they cover them- 
selves, by re-enteriog oar ranks. But a new 
career of glory opens itself to the army ; history 
will consecrate the remembraoce of the military 
deeds which will illustrate the defenders of the 
country, and the national honour. Our enemies 
are nnmerom, we are told ; why should we care ! 
their defeat will be the more glorious. The 
struggle on the eve of commencing, is neither 
above the genius of Napoleon, nor above our 
strength.— Do we not see all our departments 
rivalling each other in enthusiasm and devotion, 
form, as through the power of magic, five Jinndred 
superb battalions of National Guards, who are 
already come to double onr ranks, defend our for- 
tresses, and associate themselves to the glory of 
the army? It is the impulse of a generous 
people, which no Power can conqner, and which 
posterity will admire. To arras ! The signal will 
soon be given : let every one be at bis post. Our 
victorious phalanxes will derive fresh glory from 



of our fine country : we are invincible. 

The Marrshal of Empire, 
Major-General the Dnke of DalJUTI a. 
Paris, June 1, 1815. 



THE CHAMP DE MAI. 

Hear a powerful nation's voice 

One gen'ral sentiment proclaim. 
TTiat great Napoleon is their choice, 

From whom they have deriv'd their fame. 

Hear the gallic warriors swear, 

And all the people chorus join ; 
See how the glitt'rhtg sword and spear 

Like glory round their Emp'ror shine. 

With rsptnre hear them all declare 
That, while by great Napoleon feo% 

No hostile pow'rs shall ever dare 
Again, on their free soil to tread. 

The Mountain Nymph, sweet Liberty, 
Long banisird by the Bomrhm race, 

Calls forth the FranJIet, and they obey 
Her signals, and her footsteps trace. 

Oh glorious Nation t liow I sigh. 

With my weak arm to lend yoo aid ; 
Much rather in your ranks I'd die 

Than a vile Despot's tool be made. 

Caroline. 

Eptom Ctorch Yard, June 7ih 1815. 
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TO LORD GRENVILLE, 

On the Constitutions of England, Ame* 
rica, and France. 

My Lord — In the published report of 
your speech of the 24th of last month, 
on the subject of the war against France, 
we read the following passage: " As to 
" new constitutions, he (Lord G.) was firm- 
" ly of opinion, that a good constitution, 
u could only be formed by the adoption 
" of remedies, from time to time, under 
" the circumstances which required them. 
" The only instance of exception men- 
"tioned was that of America; but, that 
16 did not apply. The founders of that 
u constitution acted with great wisdom. 
u It was framed so as to produce as little 
" change as possible in the existing laws 
" and manners under the altered form of 
u government, which, though a Republic, 
" was constructed as nearly as the differ- 
" ence would admit, on the MONARCH- 
ICAL form of OUR OWN CONSTI- 
« TUTION." 

This passage, my Lord, owing, I dare 
say, to the want of accuracy in the Re- 
porter, fe not so clear, or so correct, as 
one might have wished ; but, its meaning 
evidently is, that constitutions of govern- 
ment cannot be well formed allot once; 
that the American constitution of govern- 
ment bears a very near resemblance to 
. our own; and (taking in the context), that 
the constitution of government now adopt- 
ing, or settling, in France, is a bad con- 
stitution, or system. 

As to the first of these propositions : 
that a constitution cannot be well made 
all at once, it is of little consequence as 
to the object which I have in view ; for, 
the French have been more than 25 years 
forming their constitution ; and, however 
mortifying it may be to some people, the 
lazes of France, even while the Bourbons 

were on the throne, last year, were, for 
the far greater part, laws passed by the 
different National Assemblies, or, as some 

Mould call them, the jacobins. It is a 

very great mistake to suppose, that Napo- 



leon, either in his constitution or his code, 
began a new. Ue did little more than ar- 
range, classify, reduce to order, and pro- 
vide for enforcing the laws, .under what- 
ever name, passed by the different assem- 
blies ; and this was the code, which, the 
Bourbons promised to adhere to and sup- 
port. So that the constitution of France, 
as it now stands, has been the work of 26 
years, npt only of study, but of experi- 
ence. It is very curious to hear so many 
persons abusing, or ridiculing, the French 
constitution, and, in almost the same 
breath, saying, that it is no more than 
what the people had under Louis X VI1L 
This looks a little like insincerity. 

It is, however, the alledged resem- 
blance between the English and American 
governments which is the most interesting 
object of examination at present; though 
it will, before I conclude, be necessary 
to see .a little what resemblance that of 
France bears to each of the former govern* 
ments. I take your Lordship to mean, 
of course, that there is a very near resem- 
blance between the English and American 
governments as they really are in opera* 
tion. Not as they are to be found in 
books written about constitutions. What 
Montesquieu and De L'hommeand Black- 
stone and Paley and a long list of grave 
political romance writers have published 
upon the subject, we will leave wholly out 
of the question. Your Lordship was talk- 
ing, aud so will I talk, of things. AS 
THEY ARE, and not as they ought to 
be; or as .they are, from parrot-like habit, 
said to be. Aud, here, my Lord, I beg 
leave, once for all, to state, that I am 
offering no opinions of my own upon this 
subject. Your Lordship, according to 
the published report, says, that there is a 
near resemblance between the English and 
American governments. This fact I deny; 
but, that is all. I do pot say that the 
American government is better than ours ; 
nor do I say, that it is worse. I only 
say, that it does not resemble ours. 
/Which is the best and which is the worst 
I leave to the decision of the reader, 
whatever country he may live. 
ZA 



1Q 
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But, before I enter on my proofs of the 
negative of this your Lordships proposi- 
tion, permit that I observe, for a moment, 
on the desire, which is so often disco- 
vered in this country, to induce other na- 
tions to adopt governments like our own* 
£Jo sooner do we hear of a change of go- 
vernment in any couutry, than we begin 
urging the people of such country to adopt 
a government like ours. The newspaper 
people, the Walters and Perrys and the 
like are everlasting telling the French, 
that they ought to come as nearly as pos- 
sible to our admirable mixed government. 
Those cunning loons, the Edinburgh Re- 
viewers, chaunt the same litinies in every 
succeeding number. .They despair of the 
French, because they reject our excellent 
model of government; and they predict, 
that the American system cannot endure 
long, because it has none of those bodies 
•of Nobles, or large proprietors, who are 
the best guardians of the peoples rights, 
standing as the latter do between the 
people and the Prince ! This was their 
talk, indeed, before your Lordship and 
other great Noblemen joined the Minis- 
ters, in support of the war. What these 
place-hunting critics will say now is a 
great deal more than I am able to guess. 
Thus, too, it was that Burke ranted and 
raved. The French, according to h'im, 
ought to have been half put to death, be- 
cause they despised the " admirable " 
mixed government of England. How he 
ran on, what bombastical balderdash he 
published upon this subject, your Lord- 
ship knows as well as I ; and you, doubt- 
less, remember, that, when anszocrcd by 
Paine, instead of attempting to reply, he 
pointed out the work of his antagonist to 
be replied to by the Attorney General! 
Now, my Lord, what can be the real 
cause of all this anxiety to get other 
nations to adopt our own sort of' go- 
vernment? It is not the usual practice 
of the world to be so eager 'to induce 
others to share in one's happiness. If a 
man, by any accident, finds a parcel of 
money in a titld, or a wood, does he run 
away to bring his neighbours, or even 
his cousins, or brothers, to enter into a 
search with him ? Did we ever hear 
of a tradesman, who had a set of good 
customers, endeavour to introduce per- 
sons of the same trade to them ? Did 
ever handsome woman try to make any 
other woman look as handsome aj horsel 



even though that other were her sister f 
nay, her daughter? If an individual 
make a valuable discovery, so far is lie 
from communicating it to the world, that 
he, if he can, obtains a patent for it, and 
thereby the right of punishing whoever at- 
tempts even to imitate his wares. What, 
then, can be the cause of our anxiety to 
make other nations partakers in the bless- 
ings of our government ? We take spe- 
cial care to keep from them ail we can in 
the way of commerce. We have a law for 
the encouragement of our own navigation 
to the discouragement of that of all other 
countries. We have laws to prevent the car- 
rying to other countries machines to facili- 
tate the making of manufactures. We have 
laws to prohibit the carrying of the produce 
of our col on ies'to other countries, until it 
has been brought here. We have laws to 
prevent the exportation of live steep lest 
other countries should get our breeds. We 
have laws to punish arlizans and manufac- 
turers, who attempt to leave this country, 
and also to punish the masters of the 
vessels in which they are attempting to 
escape ; the avowed object of which laws is 
to prevent other countries from arriving 
at our state of perfection in manufactures 
and arts. How is it, then, my Lord, that 
we are so generous as to our political pos-* 
session?? Generous, did I say? Nay, 
obtrusive and impertinent. We are not 
only tendering them with both hands at 
once ; but, we really thrust them upon the 
world; and, if any nation be so reso- 
lutely delicate as to refuse to receive them, 
let that nation look to itself! 4i Will you 
"give me a penny?" said Dilworth's 
Beggar tp the Priest. " No." " Will 
u you, for the love of Christ, give me a 
u halfpenny, then, to keep me from starv- 
ing ?" No." « Will you, then, give 
" me one farthing?" " No." " Pray, 
u the"n since I must die with hunger, give 
" me your blessing, Reverend Father." 
" Kneel down, my dear son, and receive 
" it." " No," said the Beggar, " for if 
66 it were worth but one single farthing 
'*you would not give it me ; so you may 
" e'en keep your blessing to yourself." 
But, we greatly surpass the Priest: foi 
while we withhold commerce, navigatiotr 7 
manufactures, arts, artizans y manufac* 
lurers, breed of animals, &c. &c. we not 
only offer our blessing, but we abuse 
those who reject it ; and, there are those 
amongst us who scruple not to say, that, a 
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the nation, which has the insolence to re- 
fuse to share in our political happiness, 
ought to feel the force of our arms'. To 
what, then, shall L fairly ascribe this de- 
sire to induce other nations to adopt our 
sort of government? It is notorious, that 
men seek for companions in misery and 
disgrace. Never was there a bankrupt 
who did not wish to make his appearance in 
a copious Gazette. The coward looks bold 
when he has fled amongst a crowd* The 
country girls, who anticipate the Connu- 
bial tie, always observe, and very truly, 
that they are not the first and shall not be 
the last. It is said, that persons, infected 
wrth the plague, feel a pleasure in com- 
municating it to others. To ascribe to a 
motive like any of these, our desire to 
extend our sort of government to other 
nations would be shocking indeed. Yet, 
lest we should expose ourselves to the 
imputation, I think it would be best for 
us to be silent upon the subject ; or, at 
least, where nations decline to adopt our 
system, to refrain from expressing any 
resentment against them on that account. 



John Bull's may be the best government 
in the whole world ; it may be very lau- 
dable in him, very disinterested, very hu- 
mane, extraordinarily generous, to urge 
other nations to partake in his blessings. 
He may lament the blindness, or the ob- 
stinacy, or the perverseness, of the na- 
tions, who refuse to accept of his offer. 
But, Why should he be angry with them ? 
Why should he be in a rage with them ? 
Why should he quarrel with them on that 
account ? 

We will now, if your Lordship pleases, 
come to the resemblance between the Eng- 
lish and the American Governments. 
They are both called governments, to be 
sure; and sp are kites and pheasants 
called birds; but, assuredly, though I 
pretend not to say which is the best, or 
which is the worst, they resemble each 
other no' more than do these two descrip- 
tions of the feathered race. To substan- 
tiate this assertion, I shall take the mate- 
rial points, in the two cases, and state 
them in opposite columns, that the con- 
trast may, at once, strike every eye. 



ENGLISH GOVERNMENT- 

A KING, having the sovereign power 
settled on his family by hereditary de- 
scent. — His heir may be an old man or 
Woman, a boy or a girl. 

The King's Civil List amounts to more 



American government. 
The Chief Magistrate is a PRESI- 
DENT, freely elected by the People 
every four years, and he must be 35 years 
of age. 

The President receives a compensation 
than four millions of Dollars annually, or for his services, which cannot be augment-* 
1,000,000 of pounds sterling, besides the ed during hk presidency; and this corn- 
allowances to the Royal Children, Queen, pensation is 25,000 dollars, or 6,000 
Ac. &c. amounting to nearly £406,000 pounds sterling. 
more. * % 

The King, without the consent of any The President, with the consent of the 
part of the Legislature, makes treaties, Senate, who are elected by the people, 
and even treaties of subsidy, agreeing to can make treaties, provided two thirds 



pay money to foreign powers. He ap- 
points ambassadors, public ministers, con- 
suls, judges, and all other officers whatever. 
The King can do no wrong. His per- 
son b sacred and inviolable. 



The King can declare war, and make 
peace, without any body's consent. 



of. the Senators concur. With the Mime 
consent he appoints ambassadors, public 
ministers, consuls, judges, &c. 

The President may be impeached, and 
when he is tried in Senate the Chief Justice 
is to preside. He can only be dismissed 
and disqualified by ^he Senate; but, be- 
sides that he may be afterwards for the 
same offence, indicted, tried, judged, and 
punished, according to law, like any other 
criminal. 

The President cannot declare war. 
Nor can he and the Senate together do 



this. It is done by the Congress; and 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



[743 



POLITICAL KEQISTm^ToLordGrenvXre. 



\ 

tNGLUH GOVERNMENT. 



[741 



The King grants pensions to whom lie 
chooses, under 6,000 dollars a year. He 
has more than 100,000 pounds a year 



AMERICAN GOVERNMENT. 

is aa Act, passed by the representatives 
of the people. 

The President can give no pension, nor, 
even with the consent of the Senate, make 
any grant; whaterer of the public money, 



placed at his disposal for secret services, 'not even to the, amount of a dollar. Every 



thing of this sort is done by the Congress, 
comprising the whole of the representa- 
tives of the people. 

The SENATE consists of two Members 
from each of the States in the Unjoo. 
They are elected by the State Legisla- 



of which no particularaccount is ever ren- 
dered even to the parliament. 

The HOUSE OF PEERS hold their 
seats by hereditary right; but the King 
may.make new peers whenever he chooses. 

They may be old or young; present' or t u res, who have been elected by the people. 
absent ; abroad or at home. They serve for four years. The Constitu- 

tion positively forbids the granting of any 
title of nobility. Every Senator is to be 
not under thirty years of age when 
elected, and is to be a resident in the 
State for which he is elected. 
The HOUSE OF COMMONS con-' The HOUSE OF REPRESENTA- 
sists of County Members and City and TIVES consists of Members from the 
Borough Members. Be the county great several States, in number proportioned 
or small it sends 2 Members ; and, as to to the population of the States, accord- 
the cities and boroughs, London and West- ing to actual enumeration. They are elect- 
minster, which contain about 800,000 ed for two years. 
persons, send 6 Members, while Old Sa- 
rum, Gatton, and many other places, 
containing not a hundred persons each, 
send each 2 Members. The Member* are 
elected for seven years. 

The qualification for County Members The qualifications for members is inert- 
Jf600 a year in land ; and £300 a year in Jy that of having attained the age of 95 
land for borough-members. years, and having been 7 years a citizen 

of the United States. 
The qualifications of votes are toe ► van- As to the qualification of voters, it is 
ous to be half described. In counties the simply that of having paid taxes, and 
freeholders only vote, and these do not being in a state to be called on for taxes. 
form a twentieth part of the payers of There are, in the different states, slight 
taxes. A house or a bit of freehold land differences in the regulations as \o voting; 
worth 40 shillings ,a year gives a vote; but, generally, and substantially, the pay- 
while house&und feinds to the amount of j n g of taxes, small or great in amount, 
thousands a year, if retaining any of the gj v es a right to vote. Of course, as the 
feudal character, give no vote at all. But, President, Senate, and Representatives, 
the best account of this matter is to be Are all chosen from this source, they are 
found in the Petition, presented to the a i( really the rejiresentatives of thepco- 
House of Commons, and received by that pi Cm It is manifestly a government carried 
House, on the 6th of May, 1793. In that on by the people, through their dele* 
petition it is stated, gates. 

Members. 
" That 30 Peers nominate. . 66 
, influence . . 39 

105 



" That 71 Peers nominate, 
influence . 



. 88 
. 75 

163 
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46 That 45 Gommoners nominate 61 
influence 22 
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u That 91 Commoners nominate 
influence 



83 

82 
57 

139 



%i Abstract. 

Members. 
** That 71 Peers and the Treasury, 

return by nomination and influence 170 
u That 91 Commoners return by no- 
mination and iufhtence 139 



309 



" Total Members, returned by pri- 

" vate patronage for England ( 

" and Wales, exclusive of the( 

" forty-live for Scotland .... 

" That in this manner a majority of the 

*' entire House is chosen, and are enabled, 

16 being a majority, to decide all questions 

u in the name' of the zchole people of Eug- 

" land and Scotland." 

All the Ministers have seats in one or 
the other of the Houses, and a great num- 
ber of* their secretaries and clerks besides. 
In 1808, when an account of this matter 
was ordered to be printed by the House of 
Commons, there were 76 persons in that 
House, who receiyed, amongst them, 
J78,"994 pounds sterling a year of the 
public money. What was received, in 
this way by the Peers and their families 
I have no means of knowing. But, not 
only can Members of either House enjoy 
the profits of places, or of grants; they 
can receive appointments and grants zchite 
they are members*, They frequently take 
part in voting money to themselves. But, 
there is this safeguard, that in some cases, 
at least, when a member receives a lucra- 
tive appointment, he vacates his seat y and 
must, if he continue ft Member, be re* 
elected! It is, however, very rarely, that 
his " constituents 19 refuse to re-elect himt 
Oh! la belle chose ! 

The king can dissolve the Parliament 
whenever he pleases ; and the Parliament 
has been dissolved at every change of 
tninfotry for some time past. He can also 
prorogue the Jlouses of his pleasure. 



No peYson holdimg an office under the 
government can be a Member of either 
House > and no one can be appointed to 
any place (during the time for which he 
was elected), if such place has been created 
during the time he was in the Legislature* 



The President has no power to dissolve 
the Congress, or either of the Houses; 
nor to adjourn their meetings, unless they 
disagree upon the subject. Nor can he 
call them together at any but at periods 
law, except on extraordinary 



fixed by 
occasions. 
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ENGLISH GOVERNMENT. 

If the king disapproves of a Bill, he 
rejects it, at once, without assigoiug any 
reasons. 



The king alone coins money, raises 
troops, and fits out navies. 

The privilege of habeas corpus was susr 
pended in England for several years, dur- 
ing Pitt's administration, when there was 
neither rebellion nor invasion. 



It is treason to compass the death of the 
king; and this may be by writing or 
talking, and indirectly as well as directly. 
The crime of treason here is against the 
king ; in America it is against the United 
States; that is to say against the people. 
By an act of this king's reign (to last '//// 
his death, and a year longer) it is declared 
to be high treason to endeavour to over* 
ewe the king, or eitkmr house of parlia- 
ment* into a change of measures or coun- 
cils', and, at one time, it was high trea- 
son to send to any person in the domi- 
nions of France, a bag, of flour, a flitch 
of bacon, or a bushel of potatoes. 

In England the Church Establishment 
receives in rents and ty thes about an eighth 
part of the amount of the rental of the whole 
kingdom. All the Bishops, Deans, Pre- 
bends, and the greater part of the bene- 
ficed priests are appointed by The Crown. 
There are test laws, which shut out from 
political and civil privileges great num- 
bers of the people ; and men are frequent- 
ly severely punished, put jn felon's jails, 
And fined, and pillored into the bargain, 
for writing, printing, or publishing their 
opinions about religion. The Bishops 
have seats in the House of Peers. Mar- 
riages are not legal unless sanctioned by 
the priests of the established church. 

As to the liberty of SPEECH and of 
the PRESS, many acts have been passed 
to abridge both ; but, particularly one on 
the 12th of July, 1799, which suppressed 
all political societies, and all societies for 
debating and lecturing ; except under 
licences from the King's Justices of the 
peace, or police Magistrates. Even lodges 
of the poor childish freemasons were 



AMERICAN GOVERNMENT. 

If the President does not approve of a 
Bill, passed by the two Houses, he sends 
it back with his objections ; but if two 
thirds of both Houses persevere, the Bill 
becomes a Law. 

The Congress alone has power to coin 
money, to raise troops, to build and equip 
ships. 

The privilege or writ of habeas corpus 
cannot be suspended, unless, when iq 
cases ot rebellion or invasion, the public 
safety may require it. America has lately 
been invaded in several parts, has had her 
towns burnt and plundered, her coast ra- 
vaged and devastated ; and yet, the habeas 
corpus was not suspended. 

Treason consists only in levying *oar 
against the UNITED STATES, or in 
adhering to their enemies ^ giving them oi$ 
and comfort. 



l S No law shall be made by Congress 
" respecting an established religion, or 
" prohibiting the free exercise thereof." 
No religious test is required of any man 
to qualify him for any oftice. Any man 
may publish what he pleases about reli- 
gion. No tytkes in America. Marriages 
are settled under the eye of the civil 
Magistrate, if the parties choose* 



No law can be passed abridging the 
freedom of SPEECH or of the PftESS. 
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compelled to have a licence to meet, and 
to be registered; and, even after this, 
the King's Justices might order any lodge 
to be discontinued ; that is to say, broken 
up. The King's Justices, in case of dis- 
obedience of this law, might punish, at 
once, by a fine of £ l Z0, or three months 
imprisonment ; or if the offenders were 
convicted on indictment, (hey were to be 
transported for seven years. Publfc- 
fcoiise keepers were to lose their licences 
if (hey permitted such meetings at their 
bouses. Every place for lecturing, debat- 
ing, or reading newspapers, where money 
shall be paid, is to be deemed a disorderly 
house, .unless previously licensed. The 
King's Justices were authorized to take 
the licence from any publican ; that is to 
say, to put an end to his trade, upon re- 
ceiving information, that seditious or tW 
moral publications were read in his house. 
— As to the PRESS, every Printer is, by 
the same act, compelled to give notice to 
the clerk of the King's Justices, that he 
keeps a press or presses for printing, and 
he is to receive a certificate of having 
given such notice. The Justice's clerk 
is to transmit a copy of the notice to the 
King's Secretary of State, in whose office 
the names and places of abode of all the 
printers, and the number of the presses, 
&c. &c. are all nicely registered. Let- 
ter Founders are to do the same ; and, 
moreover, they are to keep an account of 
the types aud printing presses that they 
sell, aud are to produce them, whenever 
required, to any Justice of the peace*— 
Then, again, the name and place of abode 
of the printer must be printed on every 
paper, or book ; and any one issuing forth, 
dispersing after published, any paper, or 
book, without the name and place of abode 
of the printer, to be punished by the for- 
feiture of £20. — The printer is compelled 
to keep a copy of every thing he prints ; 
he is to write on it the name and abode of 
the person who employed him to print it, 
under the penalty of £20. Persons selling 
or handing about papers may be seized and. 
carried before a justice to have it deter- 
mined, whether they have been offending 
the law. Any justice may empower 
peace officers to search for presses and 
types HE suspects to be illegally used, and 
to seize them and the printed papers 
found.— As to newspapers, the Proprietors, 
Printers, and Publishers are all compelled 
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ENGLISH GOVERNMENT. 

to v go to the Stamp-Office, and make an 
affidavit of their being such, and a lso of 
their place of abode. They are compelled 
to deposit one copy of each paper at the 
office ; and this copy with their own affi- 
davits is all that is called for in proof of 
their being all guilty of any libel found in 
the paper. 

An act was passed on the 18th of 
December, 1795, making it death for any 
part of the people above 50 in number, to 
meet for the purpose of petitioning, unless 
notice and authority for holdiug such 
Meeting be given to and obtained from 
the King's justices. The penalty of 
DEATH, without benefit of Clergy, occurs 
no less than nine times in this act. This 
act, not to spin out its details, puts all 
political meetings wholly under the abso- 
lute authority of the Justices, Sheriffs, and 
other Officers ; who can in some cases 
prevent their taking place at all ; and, n 
all cases, put an end to them at their sola 
discretion. — First a written notice, signed 
by 7 householders of the place, is to be 
given of a meeting ; this notice is to be 
conveyed to the clerk of the Justices. The 
Justices, thus apprized of the meeting, ar- 
rive. And, if they hear any body pro- 
pounding, or maintaining, propositions 
for altering, any thing by taw established^ 
except by the authority of King, Lords, 
and Commons, they may order Hie offend- 
ing parties into custody." There needs 
no more. This is quite clear. It may be 
excellent; but it is impossible to find any 
thing like it in America., 

According to the amount, ordered to be 
printed by the House of Commons in 1808, 
the following are a few of our Sinecure : — 
Auditor of the Exchequer, 

LordGrenville £.4,00Q 

Teller, Earl Camden 23,1 17 

Earl Bathurst 2,700 

Clerk of the Pells, Hon. 

#. Addington 3,000 

Chamberlains, Hon. F. 

North ■* 1,755 

* — Montague Burgoyne 



AMERICAN GOVERNMENT, 



1,660 



• This Mr. Burgoyne has just written a cir- 
cular r ittter tp his Neighbour* in E&scx, calling 
. -Bp« n - ifo wn to spend tbeir Inst shilling, if neces* 
. ; \ Jtty^iiv&r agiihst ths Emperor of France, 
" JS^ Dm 3^f®^* -* V ^V thing but an honest roan.—* 
■K^^pfVjpjirgWyiW has had this place for mare 
v.v Will iie now give it "up, seeinft 
f 4o much wanted for this juU and 



No law can be passed to abridge the 
right of the people peaceably to assemble 
and to petition for a redress of grievances. 



There are no sinecures in America. 
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Master atid Worker of ' 

Mint, Earl Bathurst .. 3,000 
Register of Admiralty and 

Prize Courts, Lord Ar- 

den 38,650 

It is stated that there are 
«re*t deductions out of The whole pf the civil government of 

*his; but it is not said jj?A<? the United States, President, Congress, 

receives thajn. £.77,788 Ambassadors, Ministers, do not cost 

£70,000 a year. * 

This is not being very select. I could 
have easily selected much fewer places, or 
pensions, to have made the same amount. 

Here I will not take our fifty thou- . There jure no Pensions, except granted 
sanders, like the Duke of York's, but will by Congress for actual and well-know* 
take a few of the small fry, and especially services, 
the Anti-jacobin authors, or their de- 
scendants, 

Joseph Planta £ .150 

Mrs. Burke, .. 1,200 

Sir Francis D'lverhois 200 

Kd. Cumberland's children . . 200 

Mrs. Matte* da .Pan '. . 200 

Rev. Herbert Marsh 614 

Wm. Gifford 32$ 

The English Government collects from The American government collects f row 
Jhe people 71. 16*. each a year, including the people 12s. 6d. each, a year, in taxes, 
£he whole population, men, women, chil- taking In the whole of the population, 
pren, paupers, soldiers, sailors ? convicts, 
And prisoners of all sorts. 

The King has state coaches, horse- The President has none of these. 
«guards, foot-guards, several palaces and 
parks at the public expence. 

People kneel, and kiss the King's hand. Nobody ever kneels to the President or 

kisses his hand. 



I could my Lord, .proceed much fur- 
ther, were it necessary ; but, from what 
we have seen, I think, it is plain, that 
there is no likeness whatever in the two 
governments. As to that of France, as 
ft is now new-modled, it appears to me 
to resemble the American rather than 
burs. People in France vote for Mem- 
bers of the Legislature upon the principle 
of representation and taxation going hand 
in hand. There are no feudal titles or 
rights in France. The Peers are, in fact, 
no more than eminent citizens, having no 
great estates attached! to their titles and 
seats. There is, and there is to be, no 
established religion. The two Chambers 
in France, like the Congress in America, 
£ic forbidden to pass any law respecting 



a predominant Church. Religious opi- 
nions are to be free. There are to be no 
books, which may not be freely com- 
mented on and examined into. There is 
to be nothing so sacred that reason may 
not approach it. There are to be no 
tythes in France, consequently no bene- 
fices to bestow. This is a government 
certainly very much like that of America. 
Mr. G rattan observed that the French 
people had exchanged the paradise of the 
Bourbons for the ^ eternal damnation of 
" a military despotism." May be so ; 
but, they seejn resolved not to have feudal 
titles and courts; monastries and tythes ; 
gabelles, corvees and game-laws. May 
be so ; but, it has not been. proved. 
In conclusion, m^Lgrd, give me leave 
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to suggest, that it would be as wise in us 
not to cry up our sort of government so 
much. If it be better than that of France, 
"why want them to have one like it ? Moss 
cf my neighbours are well enough content 
if they are but able to get good cropt 
themselves, without thinking much about 
those of other people. We are always 
calling the French our enemy, and repre- 
senting their power as so dangerous to 
Europe ; and, why should we, then, fret 
ourselves because they will not be happier 
than they are? It would certainly be 
wise to let them alone ; for, by evincing 
such an everlasting anxiety about their 
form of government, I am afraid that We 
shall give rise to a suspicion, that it is 
their form of government, and not the 
ambition of their Chief, that we dread, 
and against which we are about to make 
war 

I am, &c. &c. W. Cobbett. 

The New EkA. 
His Royal Highness the Prince Regent 
called the commencement of his reign a 
New Era. I think I may apply that term 
to the present crisis. The Emperor Na- 
poleon, it is said, has taken* the field ; he 
has placed himself at the head of all those 
" perjured villains," who so " basely de- 
serted " the Royal Bourbons for that 
" vile monster,*' their present chief. He 
has left the good city of Paris to protect 
itself, and has withdrawn the whole of 
the regular force, leaving the volunteers, 
or the national guard, as the French call 
them, to defend the metropolis of the em- 
pire ; that very metropolis which the hire- 
ling press of this country declared Napo- 
leon was afraid to enter in the day time, 
and which was defended against the Royal 
legitimate Monarch, by the " perjured 
< 4 horde who had united their crimes to 
tho3e of the Usurper." I do not think 
our Ministers would choose to leave the 
good city of London to defend itself. I 
remember when that roost obnoxious mea- 
sure the Corn Bill was in progress through 
the Legislature, that it was the boast of 
the ministerial papers, how many thou- 
sands and tens of thousands of troops, of 
all sorts, were quartered in the immediate 
neighbourhood of our metropolis^ to de- 
fend it against itself. The Times recorded 
the names of the regimeuts, with a sort of 
savage joy, as if it calculated on some- 
thing which it had not ferocity sufficient 



to express ; and yet we boast of the loyal- 
ty of the whole nation, the love of the 
people for their present glorious govern- 
ment, and the universal satisfaction which 
prevails in all quarters. One would think 
that forty-two millions of pounds sterling, 
borrowed on one day, was something of a 
damper to this " general content" But 
mind, reader, this nominal forty -two mil- 
lions is, iti fact, a much larger sum, for 
which the country will next year be called 
on to provide. It arises t)ius :— the sub- 
sidies, which the generous Lord Castle- 
reagh has ageeed we should pay to the 
Allied Kings, for the purpose of preserv- 
ing " social orderf and the " legiti- 
mate rigkts of princes" are to be sent, at 
our expence, to their respective head 
quarters, and to be there paid in hard 
cash, good sterling guineas ; not the pa- 
per money, which alone is to be seen in 
this country, but good gold coin. — Now, 
in order to obtain this, the government 
agents are at work, in all directions, to 
buy up whatever 1 coin they can meet with-- 
The Market Price is, this day, Thursday 
the 15th of June, one pound eleven shil- 
lings and eight pence, in paper, for one 
pound one shilling in coin. Therefore, 
for every hundred pounds in coin, which 
we deliver to our glorious disinterested 
"Allies, we pay the sum of one hundred 
and fifty eight pounds six shillings and 
eight pence in paper. Judge, then, 
reader, what is the real amount of the 
subsidies we grant to the Potentates of 
Europe, for Gghting in defence of the 
rights of the privileged race : This is no 
joke ; it is real serious earnest. But wo 
have only began : our subsidies are not 
half granted yet. The King of Denmark 
says, that hi3 troops cannot march one 
yard, until he receives a subsidy. The 
Croisn Prince of Sweden says, thai ho 
must have an equivalent in money for the 
cession of Guadaloupe to the Bourbons. 
And, be it remembered, that the Bourbon 
soldiers, sent to take possession of that 
island, immediately on their landing pro- 
duced each mau the, national tri-coiourcd 
cockade out of his knapsack, and declared 
for Napoleon, while it was supposed that 
he was still burned in his exile at 
Elba. Thus we paid to the Crown 
Prince of Sweden a large sum for trans- 
ferrin* the Island of Guadaloupe to 
the Emperor Napoleon, to annihilate 
whom we are now going to pay all Eu* 
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rope, and even this very game Crown 
Prince of Sweden amongst the rest. Fer- 
dinand the Fourth of the Two Sicilies, has 
been kept by us so long that it is an old 
Story to talk of him. But now he will be 
rather more expensive, for we shall have 
to keep up a large British Army to sup- 
port him in possession, besides paying his 
own army, and giving him a good round 
gum to set up royalty, as we gave our own 
Prince Regent at the commencement of 
his " nejs ecra." By the by, this sum, 
(£100,000) it appears by some very im- 
pertinent questions lately asked in Par- 
liament, was not applied for the purpose 
for which it was granted; and his Royal 
Highness has again had occasion to apply 
to. his faithful Commons for assistance, 
by whom no doubt it will be most cheer- 
fully relieved. Besides Ferdinand the 
Fourth, we have the other Ferdinand the 
Seventh, of the same Royal stock. His 
army too, it seems cannot march till we 
find money. Indeed it is shrewdly sus- 
pected, that a sum of ^800,000 was ad- 
vanced by us to that beloved monarchy to 
enable him to fit oat his late Cadiz expe- 
dition to South America ; and, as usual, a 
sort of fatality attends ail that we interfere 
with. The Times, states *' that by the ship 
" Sarah Jane, arrived in 92 days, from 
* 4 Buenos Ay res, we learn that the revolu- 
« tionists have got possession of almost the 
" whole of Spanish America; that General 
* ft Orr has 40,000 troops well armed and 
u equipped ; that Admiral Brown has 8 
<fc sail of large frigates ; and that the ut* 
** most anxiety prevailed for the arrival of 
" the expedition from old Spain, which, 
" as it would of course fall immediately 
u into the hands of the revolutionists, 
* 4 would afford them an ample supply of 
" military stores of all sorts. The British 
" had embarked their property," &c. &c. 
But the most extraordinary passage in this 
piece of information is, that u the King 
44 Ferdinand has expressed the utmost in- 
u dignation against the province of Vene- 
i< zuela, for having afforded such faciii- 
* c ties to English commerce /" Here is 
Royal gratitude with a vengence. So 
we advance Ferdinand, the beloved, 
j£?800,000 to enable him to punish those 
of our friends in America, who 'are 
disposed to receive our merchandize ! 
The newspapers of to-day state, that the 
two Chiefs of La Vendee, who have been 
equipped by England a{ an enormous ex- 



pence, have been both .killed, all their 
stores and arms (which loaded two frigates 
and three sloops of war) taken, and their 
whole rebel party dispersed in all direc- 
tions! — The subsidies being duly received, 
andthe preparations being made, it is now 
said that the march to Paris will take 
place immediately. — To be sure, it is al- , 
lowed that there are upwards of 600,000 
" Perjured Villians" on the front iersj 
with the "Hellish Monster" at their 
head. But what can such a Legion of 
Devils do against the Holt/ Louis, sur- 
rounded as he is by Priests ; with the 
good Cause of Legitimate Right on his 
side ; all the population of France ready 
to rise and tear the u Perjured Villains" 
to pieces, and with 1,011,000 men to 
support him. What can the " Infamous 
Usurper" do against such a nrighry army 
as this. He must of course be put down 
immediately, and the Royal Louis will be 
received with a delirium of joy by all his 
Liege Subjects. In ordfcr to ensure suc- 
cess, the Times declares " from a source 
'« of undoubted Authority," that the Em- 
peror of Austria is about to bestow one of 
his Daughters, the sister of the " unfortu- 
nate Maria Louisa, on the Duke de Berri, 
nephew of the "Desired" Louis. Onia 
would have thought that the Times would 
have been rather - cautious of adducing 
this as a proof of fidelity. If so, how 
does it happen that Napoleon is deserted.- 
And if the Emperor Francis can desert 
one of his Sons in Law, what proof is there 
that he will not desert another* A short 
time will now shew us the result of all 
this. If it should happen that Napoleon 
should succeed in defending his kingdom 
against the prodigious force assembled to 
destroy him, the effects will be incalcula- 
ble! Our glorious Ministe/s have raised 
the genius of the storm. It is impossible 
to tell how he is to be appeased. Peace 
and tranquility were in their reach ; they 
prefered war with all its horrors, But the 
leisure of peace would have brought about 
reform, and that would not suit the pre- 
sent system. "War and its enormous ex- 
penditure, is better suited to the way of 
thinking of the Prince Regent's Ministers* 
But it is a very fearful experiment, and 
may end fatally. If Napoleon can but 
resist the first onset; if he can only " hold 
his o«?h," as the phrase is, he will stagger 
the Allies. But if he should gain any, 
even the smallest advantage 3 if he should 
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t>e able to recover the late territory of 
France, to the Rhine, and re-occnpy Bel- 
gium, the mighty confederacy of Legit- 
imate Monarchs will at once dissolve, 
fall to pieces, and, each one shifting for 
himself, the Emperor Napoleon, recover- 
ing his former preponderance, will put an 
end in a short time to the whole Grand 
Alliance, and u leave not a wreck be- 
hind !" 



Mr. Cowjett.-— The analogy which 
you have so clearly shewn to exist betweeu 
the present political state of France, and 
as she was in 1793, and the obvious re- 
semblance at the two periods, of the de- 
signs of her threatened invaders, are not 
more striking than the enthusiasm which 
now animates, as it then animated, the 
bosom of every Frenchman. All the 
"world has beard of the wonderful effects 
"which this spirit produced. History will 
tell it to posterity, that it effected the 
discomfiture of the enemies of France, 
•who had dared to invade her territory, 
and secured to her the unalienable right 
of choosing her own form of government. 
Wc live at a period not far distant from 
those great events, which ought to give 
us correct ideas respecting them* J3ut as 
ire are apt to lose the recollection of par- 
ticular acts of heroism, it may be useful, 
at this important and interesting moment, 
to bring a few of them under review. If 
they should f -il in opening the eyes of so T 
voreigns, or their ministers, to the foljy 
of waging jvar against opinions, they may 
have the effect, at least, of revising our 
feelings of admiration and respect for a 
people who. so patriotically combated for 
liberty ; they may encourage us to hope 
that, although tyrants may unite to sub- 
jugate nations, and although the struggle 
may be long, reaion and truth will ulti r 
mately triumph. 

When the Duke of Brunswick ad- 
ranced from Longway to Verdun, after 
issuing his famous proclamation, he ex- 
pected that the soldiers of the latter place 
would surrender on his summons. " The 
garrison answered that they were ready 
to die at their posts. The enemy, how- 
ever, appearing in great force, the magis- 
trates determined to capitulate. Beaurc- 
puirC) the commandant, hastened from 
the ramparts, where he had been encou- 
raging the soldiers, and endeavoured to 
persuade them to defend the town. Find- 



ing his remonstrances ineffectual, he 
pulled a pistol from his pocket and shot 
himself. The volunteers would not suf- 
fer his body to be buried at Verdun, of 
which the Prussians were about to take 
possession, but carried it to St. Menehoud. 
The National Assembly decreed him the 
honours of the pantheon, and ordered the 
following inscription to be engraved on 
his tomb: He chose to put himself to 
death, rather than capitulate Kith ty* 
rants /" 

" A young man who had joined the 
army of the North, met with some disap- 
pointments, which induced him to quit the 
service without leave of absence. Upon his 
return home, the people flocked aboqt his 
aged parent, to sympathise with him in the 
grief which he was supposed to feel foi 
having given birth to a son who had basely 
deserted the standard of liberty. Hig 
father refused to see him, although he was 
an only son, and had been the pride of his 
old age. The children poiuted at him in 
the streets, and his former companions 
avoided his company. His father at length 
disinherited him; and divided his pro- 
perty amongst the defenders of his country, 
set out for the army to supply his place. 
This veteran made the campaign of Flan- 
ders, and displayed the greatest heroism 
in a variety of engagements !" 

" It is impossible to conceive the hard* 
ships to which the French were exposed ; 
to use the language of Custine, u they 
were without coats, without blankets, 
without shoes, and without breeches. In 
the name of humanity," says he, in a letter 
to the minister of war, " I conjure you to 
relieve them from their present painful 
state. It freezes yery hard, and they have 
been seven nights under arms." Notwith? * 
standing this lamentable situation, not a 
murmur was to be heard. The army was 
composed of volunteers of all ranks and 
all ages* Male and female were equally 
proud to suffer in defence of liberty. 
Among the prisoners taken by the Prus T 
sians at Hockheim, was a Freuch officer,, 
who was next day delivered of a fine boy !" 
*' The heroism of one of the national 
guards deserves particular notice : — early 
in the engagement he lost one of his limbs, 
yet he refused to quit his post ; and when 
told by the surgeon, on dressinghis wound, 
that he would be maintained by the nation, 
he seemed insensible of his sufferings, an4 
replied, with a firm tone of Yoice, " I have 
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still another arm to serve my country, 
and am perfectly contented, provided 
France obtains her liberty." 

" On an alarm that the rebels of the 
Vendee were about to make an attack 
upon St. Male, and that an English fleet 
was expected in Concale bay, to second 
their efforts, twelve battalions were raised 
in haste from the sections of Paris, and 
dispatched to the menaced spot. The in- 
habitants of the communes in Normandy 
contiguous to the rebels, rose in a mass ; 
and that step, together with the gallant 
behaviour of the people of Granville, re- 
pelled the assailants, without the assist- 
ance of those new levies. There were in 
them a number of young men, who had 
led idle, dissipated lives ; and being in- 
sensible to *the claims their country had 
on them in danger, refused to march ; and 
two battalions, one of the section of the 
Thu/llericsj the other of the champs Eli/- 
sees j broke out in open rebellion, singing, 
0, Richard, 0, mon roi. When intelli- 
gence was brought to the fathers of families 
in those sections, of the disgraceful con- 
duct of their children, they ran to the bar 
of the convention, desiring a strict exami- 
nation might be made into it ; and if found 
to be such ad was reported, they swore to 
go themselves, and expiate the crimes of 
their guitty offspring, by shedding their 
own blood, and resigning the offenders up 
to the vengeance of the law, and their in- 
sulted country." 

The writer to whom I am indebted for 
the above instances of heroism, remarks : — 
u What is worthy of observation on this 
occasion is, the French, when expiring 
from loss of blood, consoled one another 
with the happy prospects the revolution 
held out to posterity, and expressed a sa- 
tisfaction in losing their lives in so glori- 
ous a cause. Such of the wounded French 
as were taken proper care of, recovered 
in a very short time, whilst the wounds 
of the Austrians, under similar circum- 
stances, were always difficult to be cured, 
and often proved fatal. The state of the 
mind had the greatest* influence upon the 
body ; the Austrians were goaded on to 
tight in a cause which they did not ap- 
prove ; the French, on the other, hand, 
were enthusiasts for liberty. The former 
wept at the remembrance of their homes 
and families; the latter were proud to 
suffer in the cause of humanity, anil en- 
joyed happiness even in death.'* 



lesced again sr&T; intestine divisions, and 
civil war lacerated her bosom ; her Ge- 
nerals were traitors — her troops disor- 
ganized. In 1815, the league is equally 
formadable, and it may be admitted, to a. 
certain extent, that Fiance is disturbed 
by the royalists; but no political faction 
exists sufficiently powerful to disturb the 
government ; the treason of his Generals 
by which the Emperor was exiled, is des- 
troyed ; and, the army, animated with the 
recollection of its former victories, and 
burning with ardour to wipe otf the stain 
imprinted by the recent occupation of 
Paris, is much more formidable, and hi 
a higher state of discipline than it was at 
any former period. If France in 1752, 
gave such signal proofs of patriotism, and, 
under so many disadvantages, successfully 
resisted ail attempts to debase her, why 
may she not in 1815, influenced as she i* 
by the principles of liberty, and so fortu- 
nately situated as to her means of attack 
and defence, be able to bring the present 
contest to the same glorious result ? 

Yours, &c. Akistides. 

Opening or th-e Legislative Session 

CHAMBER OF REPRESENTATIVES.. 

Sitting of June 5. — At this sitting, 
nothing very interesting took place. On 
the 6th, the discussione'were particularly 
animated. 

M. Dupin. — I have a proposal relatrvt to 
the form of the oath. The French people 
have toted the acceptance of the additional 
ac t — let us obey that act which does not 
prejudice your right of ameliorating it in 
tlu forms, and under the conditions that 
shall be prescribed. There is another 
reflection of a nature to assure the well- 
disposed, and to do way before hand ail 
malignant interpretations. There is no 
question about the substance of the oath — 
no difficulty — obedience to the Consti- 
tution of the Empire, fidelity to the Chief 
— intimate and indissolable union of the 
people with the Government — but in the 
proper and well understood interest of 
the Government itself, let us recognise 
that the oath to be good, binding, and in 
a word constitutional, ought to.be taken, 
not in virtue of a decree, which should 
contain nothing but the unalterable will of 
the nation constitutionally expressed. 
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M. DeGuevel. — Thejast speaker is 
mistaken in point of falatc The form of 
the oath introduced in the decree of the 
3d qf June, is literally conformable with 
the dispositions of the Senatus Consulte of 
the 24th Floreal, year 11. The article 
prescribes the following form,—" I swear 
obedience to the Constitutions of the Em- 
pire, and lidelity to the Emperor.*' The 
proposed reservation would be unconsti- 
tutional. The additional act has been 
accepted by the French people; it is 
sanctioned by the Assembly at the Champ 
de Mai: let us prore to the nation that we 
are disposed to support that act with all 
our efforts. I demand the order of .the 
day. — (Numerous applauses.) 

M. Roy (of Paris)—" I vote like- 
wise for the order of the day; but I must 
frankly confess that if the question was to 
discuss the form .of the oath, I would 
rather that there should be added to it a 
promise of fidelity to the nat4on y for the 
first duty of the Representatives of the 
nation is obedience to their orders. On 
'the other hand, this legislative power 
is not now constituted as it was in the year 
12; I see no analogy — the Senate, the 
Tribunate, the Legislative Body, no 
longer exists. — (Violent, murmers.) 

M. Dumolard called out loudly to be 
heard.' 

M. Beooc Was for the order of the day, 
observing, that nothing could hinder the 
two Chambers from employing themselves, 
in more tranquil times, in ameliorating the 
Constitution. 

M. Dumolard— God forbid that in the 
National Tribune I should suppose any 
tiling coutrary to the rights and interests 
of the nation. The nation is above every 
thing with me. The Emperor exists for 
aid by the nation. If it were neces- 
sary to choose between one and the other, 
my choice is not doubtful. In the pre- 
sent circumstances the nation must be 
saved with and through the Emperor 
(great enthusiasm in the assembly). Let 
us recollect that the enemy is on the fron- 
tiers, let us recollect the intrigues of Eng- 
land — the first duty of France is to re- 
pulse tKe enemy (Applause). We wish 
to march only with our invincible armies 
—we do not wish to isolate ourselves 
from them. When the insidious procla- 
mations of Louis XVIII. attack the ho- 
nour of the soldiers, and depict them as 
rebels — when it ia attempted to separate 



them from their Chief, it is our doty to 
declare that the army is the nation ; that 
the brave men composing that army are 
but our advanced guard ; that we think as 
they do. Pardon, colleagues, the warmth 
that animates my words; can one feel 
strongly without speaking strongly? I sec 
the danger near— rl see it as it is* It 
should be known we are all devoted to 
our Sovereign, and in an honourable man- 
ner I demand the Order of the Dayv 

General Sebastiani*— I oppose the 
Order of the day. The question is too 
important to be got rid of so lightly.* 
It deserves, on the cdntrary, a solemn 
decision, after a mature examination* 
When Europe, still uncertain, with her 
eyes upon us, is ready to divide itself, 
shall we call in question the legality of 
this oath ? We have an army, which is 
uot an army of Cossacks ; it will preserve 
both our liberty and independence ; I at- 
test its honour and its courage. I move 
that the deliberation of the Chamber be in 
favour of the oath ; I do not hesitate to 
take it individually. 

M. Dumolard — I renounce my demand 
for the Order of the Day, and adhere to 
the General's proposal. 

M. BOULAT DE LA MeURTHE— ^-Witb 

respect to the oath of fidelity to the Em- 
peror, certainly I take it most willingly? 
and I think in doing it I do an act emi- 
nently French — for the Emperor is in my 
eyes the first Representative of the nation, 
the legitimate and established head of the 
State, the first tie of the Union. Hence T 
when I swear to be faithful to him, I think 
I swear to be so to the nation itself. We 
must here speak freely, and tell the truth. 
There exist in France two parties — one 
which is national comprises the great mass 
of the people, stipulates for her independ- 
ence, honour, and real interest — the other 
may be called the faction of the foreigner 
— Yes, Gentlemen, there exist French- 
men vile enough to call in the English, 
Russians, Prussians, &c. The Bourbons 
are the heads of that faction ; it is they, 
who, by help of foreign bayonets, would 
again impose upon us an humiliating yoke. 
We must speak out— speak out unani- 
mously, for without doubt, and f am far 
from suspecting, the foreigner has no re- 
presentatives here. For myself I consult 
only my conscience, and my duty ; and 
to-morrow, in the presence of the Em- 
peror and the two Chambers, that i$, ia 
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the presence of the nation, I declare, I 
will take with pleasure the oath of obedi- 
ence to the Constitution of the Empire, 
and of fidelity to the Emperor ? (General 
cries of' 6 To the vote! to the vote'!") 

M. Gourlac— The Member has spo— 
ken of the efforts of the foreigners to di- 
vide us ; it might have been added, that in 
La Vendee the enemies of the interior 
employ all means {o subdue the men of 
the revolution. I am for the oath (Fresh 
calls of " To the vote ! to the vote V) 

The President consults the Chamber, 
and the proposal for the oath is unani- 
mously carried. 

M. Gen. Car.vot — I move, that to add 
to the glory and to the enthusiasm of our 
armies, the Chamber decree that they de- 
served well of their country. They have 
avoided the shedding of blood, and their 
moderation has equalled their courage. 

M. Duchesne — We are all of the same 
mind respecting the army. It has given 
proofs, and its glory is established. But 
in the present circumstance we ought to 
say only that we expect every thing from 
its courage. Since it has not yet been 
able to signalize itself afresh, I do not 
think that (marked and general disappro- 
bation.) 

M. Regnault de St. Jean Ancely — 
With all our attachment to the army, I 
must say that the declaration demanded 
by General Carnot, cannot emanate from 
a single branch of the Legislature. We 
are not definitively constituted ; hence we 
have not c?en the legal character neces- 
sary to make it the object of a simple reso- 
lution. But if you cannot alone give this 
honourable testimony to your son**, to mine 
who forms part of that formidable barrier 
to foreign invasion, to those brave Na- 
tional Guards, raised on all sides, and in 
a number which it is not yet time to dis- 
close to our enemies, it is to the whole 
nation to pay that sacred debt. I move, 
that acknowledging all the justice of our 
Colleague's proposal, the decision be ad- 
journed till after the union of the three 
powers. The adjournment was pro- 
nounced. rf> 

Paris, Jons 8. — Yesterday, at four 
o'clock, his Majesty the Emperor went in 
state to the Palace of Representatives, to 
open the Session of the Legislature. The 
Peers went with an escort of honour to 
the Palace of Representatives, and took 
their seats to the right of the throne ; the 



Representatives took the benches in the 
centre. Theresas a bench for the Mi- 
nisters and Council of State. His Majesty 
was received at the foot of the steps by the 
President and twenty-five Members of the 
Representative body. His Majesty stopt 
in the hall and received the President and 
Vice-Presidents, who were severally pre- 
sented to him. He then entered the 
Assembly amidst the unanimous acclama- 
tions of all present, who received him 
standing. Having taken his place on the 
throne, surrounded by the Princes, Grand 
Dignitaries, Ministers, and Grand Eagle* 
of the Legion of Honour, &c : the Master 
.of the Ceremonies received his Majesty's 
order to invite the Peers and Represen- 
tatives to sit down. The President- of the 
Representatives took his seat in a chair in 
the centre of the hall, having two usher* 
behind him. Tlte names of the Peeri 
were then called over, and each took the 
oath. A Secretary having called the name 
of the first alphabetically, pronounced the 
form of the oath. — " I swear obedience to 
the Constitutions of the Empire, and fide- 
lity to the Emperor." The Peer, stand- 
ing up and lifting up his hand, said, " I 
swear it." In like manner the Chamber 
of Representatives was called over alpha- 
betically, and took the oath each, in the 
same terms. The appeal being thus gone 
through, the Emperor uncovered for a 
moment, then having re-covered his head 
he delivered the following speech : 

Messieurs of the Chamber qf Peers and Messieurs 
of the Lhambtr of Hipresentatices—For the last 
three months exiting circumstances and the con- 
fidence of the nation have invested mewith wnli* 
mi ted authority. The present day will behold 
the fulfilment of the wish dearest to my heart. I 
now commence a Constitutional Monarchy.— 
Mortals are too weak to insure future events j it 
is solely the legal institutions which determine 
the destinies of nations. Monarchy is uecexsary 
to France, to guarantee the liberty, the indepen- 
dence, and the rights ot the people— Our Consti- 
tution and laws are scattered; one of our most 
important occupations will be to collect them into 
a solid body, and to bring the whole within the 
reach of every mind. This work will recommend 
the present age to the gratitude of future gene- 
rations. It ,is my wbh that France should enjoy 
all possible liberty. I say uoasiule, because 
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anarchy resolves itself into absolute Government > 
A formidable coalition of Kings threaten onr 
independence ; their armies are approaching oar 
frontiers. The frigate La Melpomene* has been 
attacked and captured in the Mediterranean 
after a sanguinary action with an English ship of 
74 guns. Blood has bten shed in time of peace . 
Oar enemies reckon on onr internal divisions! 
The; excite and foment a civil war. Assemblages 
kave been formed, and communications are car- 
tied on with Ghent, in the same manner as with 
. CoUeutz in 1792. Legislative measures are, 
therefore, become indispensably necessary j and I 
place my confidence, without reserve, in your pa- 
triotism, your wisdom, and your attachment to my 
person. The Liberty of the Press is inherent in our 
present Constitution ; nor can any change be made 
In it, without altering our whole political sys- 
tem ; but it must be subject to legal restrictions, 
more especially in the present state of the nation. 
I therefore recommend this important matter to 
your serious consideration. My ministers will 
inform you of the situation of our affairs. The 
finances would be in a satisfactory state, except 
from the increase of expence which the present 
tireumstances renders necessary; yet we might 
face every thing, if the receipts contained in the 
budget were all realizable within the year. It is 
to the meaiu of arriving at this result that my 
minister of finance will direct your attention. It 
is possible that the first dnty of a Prince may 
soon call me to the head of the sons of the nation, 
to fight for the country—the army and myself 
will do our duty.— Yon, Peers aud Representa- 
tives, give to the nation an example of confi- 
dence, energy, and patriotism ; and, like the 
senate of the great people of antiquity, swear to 



die rather than survive the dishonour and degra- 
dation of France. The sacred cause of the coun- 
try shall triumph ! 

This discourse was followed by - cries of 
Five tEmpereur! Five ? Imperatrke f 
Five la Famille Imperialef Five la P«- 
triei Five la Nation!— The same accla- 
mations, the same transports, followed his 
Majesty when parsing through the crowd 
of Deputies, as he left the hall. The Pre- 
sident re-conducted the Emperor at the 
head of the Deputation. 



ONTHETHREArtN'o INVASION OF FRANCE. 

Anno Domini 1815* 
Oft did Napoleon oner Peace, 

And, when refund, for War prepare, 
Which serv'd hi* glory to increase. 

And left hit foes disgrace to share j *• 

Again such offer he has made 

And still his foes refuse to treat. 
Swearing tbeyll once mart France invade 

A Bourbon on her throne to seat : 

Thus* among nations, France alone 
Is call'd on to renounce her Chief; 
But great Napoleon fills her throne, 
. And he's gone forth to her relief. 

His god-like presence will dismay 
A host of foes, where he appears ; 

Like chaff he'll scatter them away, 
And tbeyll fall victims to their rears; 

Let then his foes retract in time 
Nor further dictate laws to France 

Lest they are punish'd for their crime, 
And taught the grand Carmtg-ao! dance. 

Alfred N, 
Temple, June ltth, 1815. 
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LETTER V. 
To Lord Castlejibagh. 

Ort ffctf fafe WESTMINSTER MfcETIMG, CflKf* 

on the Declarations of Mr. Uvvrt tcith 
regard to the conduct of ike Em* eh or 
Na^oleoh, ot/rir <*# rebate* t* $kt 
Death of the Dure op EwaHijcx and 
Captain Wriout. 

My Lord,— The pablk prints inform 
*s* that, at the Meeting of the City of 
Westminster, held on the 15th instant, to 
eonrtder of another petition to the House 
t '* Commons, their former petition against 
- '"< French war having been refused to be 
"i Wed by that honourable body ;, at 
-"> Meeting, we are toid, that your 
^rdehq} teas present* in your capacity 
' f coarse, oi a citizen of Westminster. 
I was sorry to perceive, that your Lord- 
ship was not well' received by your feUoW 
citizens, who, it is stated in Hie Tiroes 
newspaper, attacked yon, and conwtellod 
•yon to seek safety in the s p eed of unkr 
horse. It is also added, that it was fonod 
to be necessary to send a detachment of 
HORSB SOLDIERS to guard YOUR 
HOUSE during the succeeding flight. I 
notice these facts, my Lord, merely to 
hare occasion to observe to . you, that, if 
we were to hear of Mons. Cambaceues, or 
Mons. Carhot, being thus treated by 
their fellow citizens, I am quite sure that 
this same Times newspaper would die it 
as a certain proof of the speedily ap- 
proaching downfall of tiie French Go- 
vernment : yes, this corrupt print would 
not fail to cite it as a complete proof of 
those Ministers, as well as their Master, 
being held in uni renal horror and execra- 
tion. 

As to the Meeting itself, I am very 
happy to see, and so must every friend of 
freedom, that there is one City, at any 
**te, who hare had the sense and <the re- 
solution to exercise their rights one* more. 
The laws which were passed^ during the 
*Ji*st French war, to prevent the people 
from meeting without the consent of 
'•he King's Justice* or- Sheriffs^ bare ex- 



pired long ago. Ytt, such is tjie effect of 
habits especially the habit of submission* 
that the people hare continued to act ever 
since, as if the penal laws about Meetfngp 
were still in existence ! The City of West- 
minster, with Si a Francis Buroett a£ 
tfieirhead, hate set an example of spirit 
sufficient to overcome this habitual sub- 
missiveness, and that example will, I dare 
say, now be followed by other places. 
The people of Nottingham were, the other 
day, deterred from holding a public meet- 
ing to petition against the war. Indeed, 
they appear to hare been threatened. They 
now see, that ue. one had a right, that no 
one had a legal authority, to. prevent 
them from meeting; and r another tiraa, 
it is to be. hoped, that they will remember 
Ibia. The " SEDITION BILLS » mays 
indeed, be revived; but, then, we. shaft 
hare liberty to talk about the revival; 
shall we not, my Lord ? And the world, 
especially the French and ^mericans^ witt 
hear miat we say ^ will they. not, my 
Lard 2 

batj the matter which attracted my 
attention the most forcibly, in {he, speeches 
of this Meeting, wis, that which was 
brought forward by Mr. Hunt, with re- 
gard to the conduct of the Emperor Na- 
poleon, as far as relates to the death of 
the Duke qf Enghien and of Captain 
fVright. The Courier newspaper abuses 
Mr. Hunt for what he said, or is reported 
to have said, upon this occasion. It says, 
that that gentleman undertook, to justify 
Napoleon in his murders of the Duke of 
Enghien and of Capt. Wright. But, it ap- 
pears, from the report itself, that Mr.IiuNT, 
so far from justifying murders perpetrated 
by Napoleon, denied th&t Napoleon had, in 
the allcdged cases, committed any murder 
at all. The reason why Mr. llufut made 
this denial was very good. He had per- 
ceived, that the vile Loudon presss had. 
succeeded in making the people^ or a 
great part of them, believe, that Napoleon 
had been guilty of these murders. This 
done; hatred and abhorrence thus ti- 
cked against him, it required Iv** troutihs 
te reconcile them to the pie^cut uar, 
*1i 
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which is, in this manner, on the part of 
the deluded people, a war of passion, in 
•which, of course, reason, justice, policy, 
and even self, bare self-interest, are suf- 
fered to hate nothing to say. 

Mr. Hunt, as was his duty, his strict 
duty, having the opportunity, endeavour- 
ed to shew that this hatred of Napoleon 
was founded i n falshoo d; and, though it 
may surprise your Lordship, I really think 
that Mr. Hunt was perfectly right in his 
efforts, if he was convinced of the cor- 
rectness of what be stated. 

The great point, however is, was Mr. 
Hunt rigid in his STATEMENT, or was 
he arong ? Precisely what his statement 
was we cannot collect from the report, of 
his speech, published in the corrupt Times 
and Co uni br newspapers. But if whatthey 
say be true, Mr. Hunt said, in substance 
this : " that the Duke of Enghien ww 
*' shot in consequence of a court-martial 
u regularly convened, and agreeably to 
" latv, he being charged with traitorous 
" proceedings against his country, and 
. u with plotting against ihe life of Bona- 
u parte 'by the means of assassination ;' 
u and that, as to Copt. Wright, he was 
*? charged with having landed Georges, 
" Pichegru and others, on the coast of 
" Fiance, from England ; and these men 
u having been convicted of a plot to «*#a#- 
"*'sinate Bonaparte, he, Capt, Wright, 
u was not regarded, by the French, as a 
"prisoner of war, but as gaitty of a crime 
u against the laws of war ; and that, be- 
" ing confined in prison, and, as he nata- 
€C rally thought, Ifcible to be put to an- ig- 
,* nominoos death, he put mi end to his 
u own existence" 

This, my Lord, appears to have, bden 
fn substance, the statement of Mr, Hunt; 
and, I am sore, that your Lordship, who 
was present at the Meeting, would have 
contradicted this statement, if you had 
not known it to be TRUE. At any rate, 
true it is, unless all the official papers, 
published at the time, in tho face of all 
Furope, can be proved to be false, which 
they never have yet been, as far, at any 
rate, as my observation has gone. And 
here, my Lord, I wish to be very precise ; 
I say, that authentic, publicpapers, pub- 
lished by 'the French government, attest 
the truth of Mr. Hunt's statement; and, 
I soy, that I have never seen nay paper, 
published by our, or any other govern- 
ment, disproving, or even contradicting, 



the assertions of the French government 
upon either of the two principal points ; 
and, I allow, that I haTe had fair oppor- 
tunities of seeing all that ever was pub- 
lished on the subject. Therefore, if there 
ever was any authentic document, dis- 
proving or contradicting the allegations 
of the French government upon the points 
in question, I allow, that I may be fairly 
suspected of publishing a wilful falsehood 
at this moment. 

But, my Lord, we will not let this 
matter go off thus. Since the busy slaves 
of the Times and Courier will keep 
ringing in our ears the charge of murder 
against Napoleon \ since they will insist 
upon our waging a war of passion, 
grounded upon this charge; since, if 
events shoald, as in the case of America, 
compel you to make peace with this pre- 
scribed Chief, and to acknowledge the 
legitimate title of him, who is now doom- 
ed at every breath,, to everlasting outlaw- 
ry - r since, in such case, yon and your 
worthy colleagues might be greatly em- 
barrassed by the charge of murder 
still resting on the head of him, with 
whom yon would thus be compelled to 
treat-- since, in short, wisdom and truth 
demand a recurrence to the realfactsj I 
am resolved to recur to them, and to en- 
able my readers to judge between Napo- 
leon and the vile slaves, who have the 
audacity to charge him with murder, ia 
order to delude and inflame the people of 
England. 

The death of the Duke of Enghien 
took place in the month of March, 1804. 
Up was tried by a special military com- 
mission, at Viucennes. The President of 
the Court-martial was General H if lex. 
The charges against him were : — 1. Hav- 
ing carried arms against the French Re- 
public. 2.. Having offered his services to 
the English government, the enemy of 
the French people. 2. Having received, 
and having, with accredited agents of 
that government, procured means of ob- 
taining intelligence in France, and con- 
spiring against the internal and external 
security of the State. 4* Being at the 
head of a body of Frcuch and other 
emigrants, paid by England and formed on 
the frontiers of France, in the districts of 
Fribourg ajid Baden. 5, Having at- 
tempted to foment intrigues at Strasbourg, 
with a view of producing a rising in the 
adjacent departments, for the purpose tf 
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operating a diversion fa? our able to Eng- 
land. 6. Thai he vai one of those con- 
cerned in the conspiracy, planned by the 
EngliHi, for assassinating the First Con- 
sal, and intending in case of the success 
of this plot, to return to France. 

These were the charges preferred 
against the Duke of Enghien* The court- 
martial found him guilty upon all and 
every one of the charges, and the court 
•was unanimous in this their decision. 
They were unanimous also, in condemn- 
ing him to death. This sentence was pas- 
sed in conformity to the second article, 
title 4, of the military code of offences 
•and punishments, passed on the 11th of 
January, 1795^ and the. second section 
of the first title of the ordinary penal 
code, established on the 6th of October, 
1791, expressed in the following terms : 
." Article 2d, (I lth January 1795), every 
( i individual, whatever be hfc state, quality, 
u or profession, convicted of acting as a 
" spy for the enemy, shall be sentenced 
" io the punishment of death.'*— u Every 
*** one engaged in a plot or conspiring 
•" against the republic^ shall, on* convic- 
" tion, be punished with death."— * Ar- 
ticle 2d, (ftth October, 1791), e\ety 
u one connected with a plot- or » conspt- 
" racy, tending to disturb the tranquillity 
M of the state, by civil war, by arming 
" one class of citizens against the other, 
€C or against the exercise of legitimate ao- 
" thority, shall be punished with death." 
'This sentence was put in execution, and 
thus ended this unfortunate young man. 

Now, my Lord, there never has been 
any doubt expressed, that I have heard of, 
of the truth oi these charges. So far from 
it, that the friends of the Duke of Enghien, 
•have made it a merit in him, to have done 
the acts here r imputed to him. It was 
afterwards fully proved, if we give credit 
to the official documents of the French, 
that the Duke had acted his full share in 
what was carrying on on. the frontiers of 
-France, against the peace of the republic, 
and the life of the First Consul ; but, to 
the argument of Mr. Hunt, or rather to 
his statement, no proof of this sort is ne- 
cessary, seeing, that it is acknowledged to 
the honour of the Duke of Enghien, by 
.his friends, that he had done all these 
things of which he was accused. They 
-say that it'was great merit in him to do all 
that he was accused of doing. They 
say, that the government existing in France, 



was an usurpation ; fhat the Duke of En- 
ghien as a loyal subject of the king, and 
especially as one of the royal family, he 
had a right to do every thing that he could 
to overturn the French government, and 
to cause to be put to death the First Con- 
sul, who was-at the head of that govern- 
ment. But, my Lord, let us see how this 
doctrine will suit, if applied to ourselves* 
There was a time when the Hanoverians, 
who were put upon the throne in England, 
at the beginning of the last century, were 
called usurpers by the loyal adherents of 
"the family of Stuart, and, especially, by 
the member's of that family. Before we 
go any further, let me offer you an obser- 
vation about these^ foreigners. The rable 
in England (I mean the rable, the stupid, 
prejudiced, hood*winked, cajoled, rick, 
rather than the poor) are frequently told, 
that the Emperor Napoleon is a foreigner 
in France. If he be a foreigner in France^ 
all the fnhabitants of the islands of Guern- 
sey and Jersey, of the Isle of Wight, and 
even of Ireland, are foreigners in England ; 
to say nothing of those numerous fellow- 
subjects of ours who have been born in 
our North American and West Indian co- 
lonies. Our present king, indeed, was 
born in England, but his two immediate 
predecessors were as completely foreigners 
as Napoleon himself is now a foreigner to 
England. Much more might be said upon 
this subject; but here is enough to expose 
the absurdity, the gross ignorance, or the 
base duplicity of those, who pretend that * 
Napoleon is a foreigner to France. 

When the loyal subjects of the Stuarts 
had the audacity to call our Hanoverian 
Sovereigns usurpers, and, aided and as- 
sisted by the malice, the insolence, and the 
arms, of the' perfidious and tyranuical 
Bourbons ; when the loyal subjects of the 
Stuarts, thus encouraged and supported, 
threatened England with invasion, and, 
Indeed, "actually invaded her, for the pur- 
pose of making her submit to the divine 
right of that stupid family, what did his 
Majesty's predecessors do ? Did ' they 
stand quietly by, as our writers would 
have had the First Consul do, in the case 
of the Duke of Enghien; did they stand 
and gape like sucking geese, when that 
gallant youth, the son of the Pretender 
King, was approaching towards London 
wifh an army of what he called loyalists, 
fcfiit whom our forefathers called rebels ? 
Noj faith I our good Hanoverian Kings did 
2B2 
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nd such th?h£. They set a price opon his 
head, dead or dlfoe; they pursued his ad- 
liferents with the utmost rigodr ; and I re- 
member hearing my father so y^ once when 
•Ite returned lidme frbm London, that he 
Bad seen sdmte of their heads still sticking 
iipbtt tfertrple-Bar. I believe, my I*>rd, 
•that these heatis remained there for nearly 
foYty yctirt. A jfreffy godd spell to give 
the loyal subjects of the Stuarts a caution 
igainst acting ujtou the pritttfpte of divfoe 
Mght, and ib " cbntemptf\ as your saucy 
Countryman,' the pensioned Burke, called 
it, " of the will of (he niUiim:* 

I sliooltf be glad to hear what some 
ireat casuist lit the tights and duties of 
♦princes arid of people, had to say, why the 
cFWneli riatitm should hot ba>e a right to 
tart totftfrtfs the Bflufbons and their adhe- 
flSMs In fhtt same Way, (tot the English 
tiatftw ricfed towards the Stuarts aud their 
^dhererits. With tlhd^ whb are ready 
l to' contend, and trial, tsto, seriously, that 
Ate English itfttbn is ndt to be put upon* a 
**Vel wtth *hy oIKer «ai?on ; that we are a 
fifor* of dhosen ffeople, who are not to be 
bound by those file's by which we hare a 
Tight to bind other nations; that we may 
with great |*rb]frlety call in foreigners to 
be dtir Rings, as we dffl the Prince of 
°©range, once, who had not tjle smallest 
ipretensibn td a drop of the blood of the 
Frenchman, wfto dttfitjufere'd dur country' 
*¥rih? hundreds' 6f fears 1 before; tMat we 
nitty employ as many foreign troops as we 
~please, at houte dr abroad ; in skort, that, 
■while we hafe a tight to cnticize'the con- 
duct of all otffer itartlbnfr, and even to pu- 
*rtsh them for any fhiftg that tve may deem 
tb be ofrVbces, pblrtfcaTor moral, we dur- 
delves cu*n do rto ierobg, our character 
bel^g, like the person bf oiir King, sacred 
*nd inviblabfe. With those who Insist 
upon this ddfctrtrie, t Shall not attempt to 
ai'gue ; and all' I Ipfe t# ask of your I^rd- 
shfyis, tr the execution of the Duke of 
firignieh tfas a iWr^fefer, What was the ex- 
etution of the Scotch J,ot<ds, and what 
Were die killings of Giencvl in the year 
1745? • 

It Iras frequently been akserfed,4hat Ae 
Duk«* of Enghk-ii Was shdt by torch-light, 
in the wo6d of I'mcertnes* It doe* nor 
seem very likely that fhccxecntioo should 
have taken place by night There ap- 
pears to have been ho reason for it what- 
ever: aud besides, if the object was a se- 
cret execution, it is tcty strange that night 



should have been chosen for a zzood! A 
wbod is shelter for day-time. Torches in 
a wood, or artificial lights of sonx kind, 
are necessary, not to. make an act secret, 
but to expose it as much as possible. But 
this, like ail the other parts of the story, 
has been invented for the purpose of giv* 
ing tragical effect to the thing; to make 
an impression of horror upoa mens' minds ; 
to excite at duee, their haired and their 
dread of Napoleon ; la ftit .them with thai 
sort of feeling which Is made np of resent- 
ment and of fear ; and, thus to make them 
dead to the dictates of reason and of jus- 
tice. Napolequ could have no interest in 
putting to death this Prince df the house 
of Bourbon ; except that interest, which 
he had in common with ail Frenchmen. 
He hals lately had the whole family in his 
power. No man of sefosfe Will deny, that, 
if he had been So ninidedj he might have 
detained, and btotaght to executioii, mety 
man of that family. At any rate* he had 
the Duke d' Angouleme a prisoner ; taken 
in arms against his aathorlty, in 4he inte- 
rior of France. lie suffers him to depart. 
Not a drop of their blood does he shed. 
And yet, this is the man whfem our writers 
call a tyger, a hyena, and every other 
name descriptive of bloody mindedness* 

It is clear, then, that in this case, Na- 
poleon Was no more guilty of mtirder, in 
consequence of the execution of i he Duke 
bf Eitghien, than our king was guilty df 
murder, in consequence of the execution 
of 0'Coici,*:r, who suffered death upon 
the charge of carrying, on .correspondence 
with the king's enemies* It is very easy 
to talk about murder ; but, if at! the blood 
which has been shed, in consequence of 
sentences of treason^ during the present 
reign, were laid itpdn the head of George 
the Third, what d figure he would mak? 
in history. But, as we are not so unju*t 
as to impute this blood to him, aerthcr 
ought we to impute the blood of tfetee 
who have been executed for treason in 
Frahce, to the government 1 of France. 

But, in the case of the Duke of Eng- 
hien^ It is said that he was not in tire 
French territory wficn he committed the 
treason. And, were year poor unfortu- 
nate countrymen, who Were executed, a 
few years afo, for treason committed in 
the Isle of France ; were they in the Eng- 
lish territory or in the Irish territory, 
whefi they committed that treason ? No y 
and your Lordship know* very well, that 
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treason may be committed abroad, as well 
as at heme. Therefore, there is nothing 
here that makes against the measure 
adopted against the Duke of Ettghfen. 

There is one remaining point, connected 
with the death of the Duke of Enghien. 
The foul-mouthed man who writes in ihe 
Ti*fBS newspaper, always is representing 
Napoleon, as hating gone by nighty like 
an assassin, into the territory of the Elec- 
tor of Baden, to seize this same Royal 
Duke, and to bring him away into France 
to murder him. At any rate, a great out- 
cry is made by all the haters of the French 
about the violation of neutral territory. 
The truth, my Lord, is this* — after the 
trial of Fiohegru and his brother conspi- 
rators ; after the discovery of the corres- 
pondence between Mr. Drake, our envoy 
at Munich, and persons in France ; after 
the developemeot of the whole of the 
grand scheme which was then carrying on 
against the existence of the French go- 
vernment, and the life of the First Con- 
sul, the French government made a requi- 
sition to the Elector of Baden, for the 
purpose of arresting the Duke of Enghien. 
This requisition, which was dated at 
'Paris on the 10th of MaTch, 1804, stated 
"that the First Consul, from the suc- 
44 cessive arrests of the banditti which 
" the English government has sent to 
Si France, and from the result of the 
u trials which have been here instituted; 
<*' has obtained a complete knowledge of 
u the extensive part which the English 
■** agents at Offenburg have had in those 
'" horrible plots, which have been devised ] 
* 4 ' against his own person, and against the 
*** safety of France." The requisition then 
proceeds to state, that the First Consul 
had learned that the Duke of Enghien 
was in the territory of Baden, and that, 
looking upon him to be amongst the most 
determined enemies of France, the First 
Consul had found it necessary to send 
some troops into the Baden territory, to 
seize these, the authors of a crime, the 
nature of which put them out of the pro- 
tection of the law of nations. The requi- 
sition concluded by saying, that General 
Caolaracowrt was charged with ihe atten- 
tion -of it. The seizure of the Duke did 
not 'take f lace till after this notification ; 
so that the thing was -not done so sudden- 
ly, and so by stealth, as we are told it 
was. But still, as no permission appears 
to have been given by the Elector of 



Baden, there certainly was a violation 
of neutral rights, whtoh 1 am, my J-prd, 
not at all disposed to justify, bat which I 
will not speak of in very violent laaguage^ 
lest my words should be quoted and ap- 
plied to the seizure of ftapper T-audy at 
Hamburgh ; to the forcing of the draws' 
Duke of Tuscany and the Republic of 
Genoa into our war of 1793; to JhO 
seizure of the Danish fleet, because ihe 
Danes refused to declare war against 
France; to the late affairs of Valparaiso 
and Fay at; to the forcible passage, by 
the Allies, through* the Szciss territory 
last year ; or, to many other cases, which 
I have not now time to particular! ze. The 
truth is, that the rights of neutrality are 
good for nothing, except to strong powers* 
as experience, during the last five and 
twenty years, has amply proved. In the 
year 1793, the Americans were semilug 
great quantities of flour to France, Khero 
the people were supposed, to be jn4au£er 
of being starved. What did we do in that 
case? We seized on the neutral ships of 
America, bound to France wUh food; 
brought those ships into fojgland, and 
compelled the owners of the cargoes to sell 
them to us. After this, we would not 
expect to find people impudent enough to 
assert, that we cannot live at peace with 
Napoleon, because he has been guilty of a 
violation of the laws of neutrality. But, 
what would astonish any .body, twt aet 
customed to the perusal of the columns of 
these impudent aud corrupt writers, is 
this : that, at the very moment they are 
insisting, that no peace can be kept with 
Napoleon, because he violated the tetfri* 
tory of the Elector of Baden, they are also 
insisting, that the cantons of Switzerland 
ought to be compell&l to join the coalitioa 
against Prance, and,, that, in this war, no 
neutrals ought to be allowed to exist. To 
argue with such men is out of the ques* 
tion; but it can hardly .fail to be useful 
to expose, as far as one is able, their in* 
sincerity and their baseness* 

I have only to add, upon the subject of 
the Duke of Enghien, that the documents 
to which I have referred, will he found, 
in the fifth Volume of the Register, at 
pages 496, 497, 498, 499, 606. 

As to Captain Wright, I shall speak, 
as in the former case, of the official docu- 
ments, which have been published with 
regard to him ; and shall offer no opinion 
of my own, much less shall I attempt to 
SB 3 
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make any assertion. Captain Wright was 
made prisoner, along with his crew, upon 
the French coast, in a sloop of war, by 
some French gun-boats. He was carried 
to Paris, as we complained, and which was 
the fact, there subjected to close impri- 
sonment in the Temple " and obliged to 
" undergo repeated interrogatories, before 
" a court of justice, when more of the 
" facts a Hedged against bim, would, if 
44 true, authorize the French government 
iC to consider Captain Wright in any other 
" light than as a prisoner of war." This 
was our statement with rega/d to Captain 
Wright 

This complaint the French government 
did not listen to. At last, our ministry 
applied to the Spanish Ambassador in 
London, to apply to the Spanish Ambas- 
sador at Paris, to procure, if possible, from 
the French government, the release of 
Captain Wright. The Spanish Ambassa- 
dors did, at last, prevail ; and the consent 
of the French government was obtained ; 
but, let us hear the language in which this 
consent is expressed, in a letter from the 
French Minister to M. Gravina, the 
Spanish Ambassador at Paris, dated Paris, 
97th August, 1804, in the following 
words : — " I have laid before his Majes- 
*< ty, the Emperor, the letter whi4h you 
u have done me the honour of communi- 
" eating to me. By his order, I must re- 
" capitulate to your excellency some facts, 
" which relate to the object of that letter. 
" Mr. Wright was taken by our cruis- 
* 4 ers, at the iery moment he was land- 
* € ing Jean Marie and two other of his 
" accomplices, on the coast of Britan- 
« ny. Prior to this, £>e had already laud- 
** ed at three times banditti of a simi- 
* 4 lar description, w^o have since been 
** brought to judgment^ convicted, and 
* 4 punished, for having conspired against 
* 4 the state, and attempted the life of the 
* 4 First Consul. These species of acts, 
<c under whatever point of view they may 
-" otherwise De contemplated, certainly do 
i( not appertain to WAR. There is no 
" age, -nor any nation, in which they 
u would not be rogarded as crimes, and 
" one may, with truth, aver, that it was in 
" flagranti deltea, that Mr. Wright was 
" captured htj French mariners, then ofi% 
* 4 dating as an armed force. According 
" to accounts, to which full credit must 
* 4 be given, this officer had been demanded 
** from the English Admiralty. The Lord* 



" directing this department were, of 
44 course, not ignorant of the kind of #er- 
44 vice to which he was destined. The 
44 shame attached to . the premeditation 
44 of a project as atrocious and • vUe, as 
u it was cowardly, remains entirely with 
44 the men who devised the plot, and 
44 with him who undertook to accomplish 
44 their views. lam ordered, Sir, to de- 
44 dare to your Excellency, th*t his 
44 Majesty, the Emperor, will never snf- 
44 fer Mr. Wright to be EXCHANGED. 
44 NO FRENCHMAN BELONGING, 
44 WITH WHATEVER RANK HE 
" MAY, TO THE IMPERIAL NA V i% 
44 CAN EVER CONSENT T0 BE 
" PLACED IN A BALANCE WITH 
44 THAT PERSON, IN A CARTEL Olf 
< ; EXCHANGE. But, Sir, the Emperor, 
44 having at heart to do every tiling wtncfc 
44 depends upon his Imperial Majesty, to 
44 mitigate the scourges of war, and will- 
44 ing to prove, that in his breast such a 
44 disposition preponderates oyer even 
44 motives of useful and just severity, has 
44 authorised me to declare, thai his Im- 
44 - perial Majesty will give orders, that 
44 Mr. Wright be placed at the disposal 
44 of the English Government. May I 
44 beg yon, therefore, to make known to 
44 Lord Uarrowby, tnts generous detenni- 
44 nation of his Majesty. You> will see in 
44 it, Sir, the marked intention of doing 
44 what may be personally agreeable t# 
44 yourself, and his Britannic Majesty's 
44 new ministry will be const raj ned to re* 
44 cognise in it, a proof of the disposition, 
u so often manifested, on the part of his 
44 Imperial Majesty, to, shew himself above 
44 not only those sentiments which offence^ 
4< in general excite, but even above those 
u which might spring from the attempts, 
" of which his own person has been the 
" object." 

Now, my Lord, it was never denied by 
the English ministry, that Captain Wright 
had. done those acts which the French 
imputed to him. Indeed, they seemed 
pretty clearly to confess, that he had done 
them-; ( and, in answer to the letter of the 
Spanish Ambassador, conveying this letter 
of the French Government, Lord Harrow- 
by expressly declines making any remark 
on the French statement. 

This, then, was the charge- a gainst Canj- 
tatn Wright; that he suffered himself to 
be employed in landing in France, u ban- 
ditti," who weie afterwards convicted of 
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a design .to assassinate the Chief Magis- 
trate <rf France. This ,was the charge 
against him, and this charge was never de- 
nied, as to the act, though the description 
of the persons, so landed, was stoutly 
denied by the Anti-jacobins, who insisted, 
that Georges and Pichegru and Jean 
Marie and the rest of that memorable set, 
including Moreau, were rery honest and 
worthy gentlemen, and that their names 
ought to be held <in reverance; and, in- 
deed, we have seen, that the pious Louis 
•m Desire, white he was on the throne, 
ENNOBLED the family of Georges! 
Those who thought thus of the plot of 
Georges and his associates, would, of 
course, thiiik, that Captain Wright acted 
a very meritorious part in being so zealous 
in landing in France persons having such 
laudable designs. But those who recol- 
lected, that prisoners, assassins, and 
forgers are not looked upon, by the wri- 
ters on public law, as entitled to be con- 
sidered as prisoners of war, might be apt 
to think with the writer of the French 
letter to the Spanish Minister; and, (his 
writer, b& it observed, was no other than 
Mr. Talleyrano himself, whom your 
Lordship knows to be not only a very 
sensible, but a very worthy man. 

But, the death of Capt. Wright ? The 
Emperor had given permission for his being 
jdaced at the disposal of the English Go- 
vernment. But, between that and the 
trme for his re!oase, he was said to have 
billed himself in prison. He certainly 
found. his death there. That was enough. 
There needed no more to authorise oar 
writers to impute his death to Napoleon. 
And, by degrees, be has been, and is now, 
famiKary called, " the murderer of Capt. 
Wright." There never has been any 
proof of this attempted to be produced. It 
is a sheer falsehood on the part of the as- 
aertors, because they possess no proof at all 
of the fact. One might leave it so ; and insist 
on their being impadent calumniators ; but, 
let us ask, what motive could induce Napo- 
leon to ordersuch a murder to be committed P 
He had pardoned the man, and had taken 
credit for the act. He had, at the time of 
Wright's death, put down all the conspi- 
rators and all the conspiracies ; and, he 
had been chosen Emperor by the people 
•f France. Besides (and this I beg you 
toattend to), DURING HIS YEAR OF 
^^JI^E, nobody was found to bring for- 



ward any proof of this murder. Nobody, 
amongst all the hireling writers, was found 
to publish any of the proofs of an act, 
which must have been known to someone, 
at least, besides Napoleon.; In short,, it 
is a base and *ii famous calumny, wich, if 
we Mere to make peace witji Napoleon, 
the Times newspaper would be liable to 
be prosecuted for repeating. 

1/ I am asked to account for the death 
of Mr. Wright, in the Temple, I say I 
am not bound to do it. AVe know, how- 
ever, (hat persons, in such situations, 
frequently do put an end to their exist- 
ence ; and it must be cbnfesscd, that Capt* 
Wright's was a situation, not «nly ' of 
great peril, but, which is more, perhaps, 
in such a case, of almost insupportable 
mortification. He is represented as a 
most enthusiastic Royalist: He had seen 
all his efforts defeated ; many of his friends 
brought to an ignominious death. He was 
himself uncertain as to his fate. He had 
been captured by a parcel of gun-boats* 
And, if he was informed of the conditions, 
or, rather, the manner of his release, as 
described in Mr. Tallkyk vnd's Note, he 
would feel little pleasure in being known 
to all fJurope, to hate been put at the dis- 
posal of his government, without exchange, 
upon the ground, that the Emperor -would 
?wt suffer any Frenchman to be exchanged 
against such a person. 

Bu% arc there no ways but those of as- 
sassination and suicide, by which men 
come to the end of their lives ? Are there 
no fits or fevers in French jails, as well 
as in English jails ? And, why was this 
Captain not to die as well as his neigh- 
bours ? Are the English Ministers, or 
the Royal family, to be charged with alj. 
the deaths, or, even all the sudden deaths^ 
in our prisons of war ? Are they to be 
called murderers because prisoners of war 
have died in such great numbers ? What 
absurdity ! What impudent, or what 
foolish, men are those, who prefer this 
charge against Napoleon ! But, as I bev 
fore observed, the object of these men is 
to mislead, to delude, to inflame the peo- 
ple ; to commit them in the bloody war, 
which has just begun, and thus to further 
their own base views. To defeat, or, at 
least, to endeavour to defeat, this wicked 
object is the duty of every man, who has 
the opportunity ; and this duty, as I hops 
your Lordship will agree, Mr. HuirTj a| 
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the Westminsfer Meeting, discharged in a 
faost manly and able maimer ; in a man- 
ner worthy of the publfospirited and en- 
lightened citizens, to whom his speech 
jJras addressed. I am, &c. &c. 

Wm. CoBBpTT. 



No. I. 

HlSTOJLTCAI* NOTICBS OF THE War OF 

England, Austria, Russia, Prussia, 
Dimiajik, Swej)t;n, Holland, Sar- 
dinia, the PofE, Naples, §jcily, 
StAiN, Portugal, Bavaria, Wtnt- 

T£¥*ERC, &C. Sec; WITH AN ARMY 

-of One Million and Eleven Thou- 
•ANui Reoular Soldiers, against 
sNapolson and France. 

The mighty contest has begun. The 
pew crusade against France and against 
liberty has commenced. f ne Times 
newspaper says, that the campaign has 
opened with " a great and glorious yic- 
" tory ; that Bonaparte's reputation has 
u been wrecked, and his last grand stake 
u has been lost in this tremendous con- 

, * c flict; the fabric of rebellion is shaken 
u to its base." The Morning Chronicle, 
that pink of hypocrisy, tells us, that it has 
been a " brilliant and complete victory, 
a which will for ever exalt the glory of 
" the British name ; that it is the grandest 
** and most important victory ever ob- 
* c tained." The Courier % \n the height of 
#ts frenzy, declares, that there could not 
ha?e beeu u a greater victory in point of 
" glory, more vital to the real interests 
€i and safety of Europe, big with more im- 
u portant political consequences."— Of 
course, as this same Courier says, " the 
* c city is a scene of complete confusion ; 
" business is entirely neglected ; the im- 
u mortal "Wellington is the universal 
u theme ; the streets and Exchange are 
f* crowded to excess—all anxious to hear 
" the details of the glorious victory ob- 
ic tained by our noble countrymen/' — 

♦ "While this delirium continues at its height, 
it would be useless in me to attempt to 
bring the public back to reason. I might 
as well think of reaching conviction to the 
jninds of the inhabitants of St. t,nke*s ; I 
might as well expect that a drunken man 
could discuss, with calmness and perspi- 
cuity, an "argument fh mathematics of 
woral philosophy. That I may nqt, how- 



ever, pe entufeevl whh martial ity, I ahall 
here insert tlie e$cial details, whicfc have 
been pa Wished respecting the first battle* 
or rather series of battles, that hate beat 
fought for the purpose of determining, 
whether prance is, or is not, to be perv 
gritted to exercise the right of choosing iter 
own government?— When the patency, 
which has seized the .public mind, has 
somewhat subsided, and we are in pea* 
session of the French official accounts mi 
the opening of the campaign, without 
which correct ideas cannot be formed, it 
may then be useful to make some remarks 
on these interesting events. I shall begin 
with the London Gazette gxtraordmary, 
containing the particulars of what the 
Courier calls, the ^ ^Complete Defeat of 
"Bonaparte." 

Downing itr vet, Juke «2 — Major the 
Hon. H, Percy afrved ln»t night with a dispatch 
from Field Marshal the Duke of Wellington, 
K. G. to Earl Bathurat, hi* Maje*ty'< Principal 
Secretary of State for the War Department, of 
which the following is a copy : 

V'ateito, Jung f9. 
My Loam^Botmpatte having roJlected Ihe 
1st, «<U 3.1, 4ih, and 6th cotpaof the French 
army, and the Imperial Guards, and nearly all 
the cavalry on the Sarobrc, and between that 
river and the Mensc, between the 10th and 14m 
of the month, advanced on thr'ldm, *r*l attacked 
the Press) an post* of Tmtiu and Lobes, on the 
Sambre, at daylight in the morning. I did not 
Hear of thene events till the fVenme; of the IStfy 
and I immediacy ordered the troops 4o prepare 
to march ; and afterwards to march to Ibotr left 
as soon a» I had Hitelliejenre from other quarters 
to prove that the titcmyV movement apoti Chaile* 
roy was tlie real attack. The em my drove the 
Prmsian posts from the Sambre on 'that day j 
and General Zeiten, who commanded Uie eorps 
which h?d been at Cltarlemy, retired upon 
flenres ; and Marshal Blncher concentrated the 
Prnftsian nrmy npon Sombref, holdut* Ihe til* 
la«es in front of his position of St. Aniami and 
Lifny. The enemy rontinaed kb ntarrfeeJong 
the road from Cbarleroy towards Brnxoile*,**! 
on tlie same evening, the ifitb, Attacked a brigade 
of the army of Ihe Netherlands, wilder toe Prince 
de Wehnar, posted at Frame, and toteed ittaek 
to the farm honse on the same road, catted Lea 
Qvatre Bras. The Prince of Orange rmmedH 
ately reinforced thia brigade with another of the 
fame division, nnder General Pcrperfcber, aid 
he Ike morniwe; *** *} «^ine<payt4tf theftroend 
which had becu lost, so aj to have the comraaod 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



7S5] 



JUJSE 84, \Zl&*—Hist*ric<a Notice* of the JFary$c. #<% 



[78(1 



of the comifmmestWa tafilirig hrftm <N*veil*s ted 
Brttsetles, with JYUrahaliBIueherf* .positie*. Iu 
the mean time I bud directed the whole army to 
imsith veen I «s £uetj* Bras, ami tlie &lh di.vi- 
oftoonmfer Lieu teuauU General . Sir ThowasFic- 
ton, arrived At about half-past two 411 the. day , 
followed by the corps of troops under the .Duke 
t>f feonewick, and sflertoaads by the contingent 
of Nassau. At this time tire enemy .commenced 
an attack open Prince BltcJier, with his whole 
force* excepting the 1st aad 9d coxpa ; am) a 
corps of cavalry nnder General Ktllermnn, with 
wfafck be attacked our post at Le* Quatre Bras. 
The 'Prussian army maintained their positiou 
with their usual gallantry and perseverance, 
•gainst a great disparity of numbers, as .the 4th 
corps of their army, under General Bulow, had 
not joined, and I was not able toxssbt.tbrmas I 
wished, as I was attacked myself, and the .troops, 
the cavalry iu part tartar, whicli had a long dis- 
tance lo marsh, bad, not arrived. We maintained 
onr position also, and completely defeated and 
fcepeJsed all the enemy's attempts to get possession 
of it The enemy repeatedly attacked m with a 
large body of infantry and cavalry, supported by 
9 numerous and .powerful artillery ; he made se- 
veral charges with the cavalry upon our, infantry, 
bat v all were repulsed inlhe steadiest manner* — 
, [Here, hi* Lordship praises his troops and offi 
cersj— Our lass was great, as your Lordship 
will perceive by the enclosed return; and I have 
partipnjarjf to regret his Serene Highness the 
JJUnk* of Brunswick, who fell fighting gatlautly 
at the head of his troops. Although Marshal 
Phteeer bad maintained his poiitioo at Sambref, 
be still found himself muc.h weakened by the 
severity of tl* contest in which he liad been en- 
gaged, and as the fourth corps had not arrived, 
tic determined 4o tall .hack,, and concentrate his 
army upon Wavre; and he marched in the 
night efter the ; action was over. This move- 
ment of the Marshal's rendered necessary a 
corresponding one on my part ; and I retired 
from the farm of Qualre Bras upon Genappe, 
and thence upon Waterloo the next morning, 
t|*e 17th, at ten o'clock. The enemy made 
no effort to pursue Marshal Blueher. On the 
contrary, a patrole which I sent to Sambref in 
the wernioff* found all quiet, and the enemy's 
videttee fell back as the patrole advanced. Nei- 
ther did he attempt to molest our inarch to the 
rear* although made hi the middle of the day, ex- 
cepting the following, with a large body of cavalry* 
brought from his right, the cavalry under Hie 
Barl of Uxbridge. This- gave Lord Uxbridge an 
opportunity of ehargiag them ?rilU the, 1st Life 



Guards, upon •their debcuche* from the village of 
Genappe, upon which occasion his Lordship has 
declared himself to be well satisfied uitli that 
regiment. The position which I touk up in front 
of Watesloo, crossed the high loads from Charlc- 
roy, awd Nivelle, and had its right thrown bade 
toe ravine near Merke Braine, which was occur 
pied ; and it* kit extended to a height above tlie 
hamlet Ter la kf aye, which was likewise occupied. 
In front of the right centre and near the Nivclle 
road> %«e ocenpied the liouse iand garden of 
Hougomnont, which (covered the return of that 
flank; and in front of 4heleft centre we occupied 
tlie farm of La Hsye Sainte By our Mt we 
commnhicated with Marshal Prince Blueher, at 
Wavre through Ohatm ; and the -Marshal bad 
promised We that in case we should be attacked 
he would support me with Q»c or wore corps, as 
might he Accessary. The enemy, collected his 
army, with the exception of the third cotpo, 
which had been sent to observe Marslial Bluclier, 
on, a range of heights in oat trout, in the eourae of 
the night of the 17 th and yenterday momUu, and at 
about ten o'clock he commenced a furioit* attack 
upon our pest .at Hougoumout I had occupied 
that post with ^detachment from General HyQg'a 
brigate of. Guards, whieli was in position in its 
rear ;. and it was for some ttnw under the com* 
maud, of Lieut Col. Maedouairi, and aftrrward* 
of ColoueLHome ; and Lam happy to add that it 
was maintained throughout the day with the ut- 
most gallantry by these brave troops notwith- 
standing the repeated efforts' ot large 3 bodies of 
the enemy to obtain possession of it. ThU attack 
Upon the right of our centre was accompanied by 
a very heavy cannonade upon our whole line, 
whicli was destined to support the repeated At- 
tacks of cavalry. and infantry occasionally X)ixed* 
but sometimes separate, which were made inpojt 
it. 1 In one of these the enemy carried the farm- 
house of La Haye Siinte, an the detachment of 
the light battalion of the legion which occupied 
it had expended all its ammunition, and the 
enemy ocenpied the only communication leer* 
was with them. The enemy repeatedly cluvrged 
our infantry with his cavalry, hut these, attach* 
were uniformly unsuccessful, and they etlorded 
opportunities to our cavalry to charie, in. one of 
which Lord E. Somerset's brigade, cen»i»tia* of 
the lifeguards, royal home guards, aod 1st dr^coon 
guards, highly distinguished themaelves h* did mot 
of Major-GeneralSir W. Ponsonhy, hating taken 
many prisoners and an eagle. The^e attacks -weto 
repeated till about seven hi theeveniug; when* jttfc 
enemy made a deaperate effort sslth the cavalry 
and infantry, supported hy> the fire ofartUlry,-to 
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force onr left centre, near the farm of La Haye 
£arnte, which after a severe content was de- 
feated ; and having observed that the troops re- 
tired from this attack m great confusion, and 
that the march of General Butow's corps by En- 
sehetmont upon Planchenorte and La Belle Alli- 
ance halt begun to fake effect, mid as I could 
perceive the fire of his cannon, and as Marshal 
Prince BlnHier had joined in person, with a 
corp* of his army to the left of onr line by Obaini, 
I del ct mined to attack the enemy, and imtne- 
diateh advanced ike whole fine ot inf untry f *np- 
ported by the cavalry am) artillery. The attack 
succeeded in every point-; the enemy was forced 
from his position on the height*, and Bed in Ike 
almost confusion, leaving behind bun, as tar as I 
eeaajd judge. 150 pietes of cannon, with their 
ammunition, which fell into onr bands. 1 eon- 
tinned the pnrsait fill long after dark, and then 
discontinue it only on acconnt of the fatigue of 
onr troops, who bad been engaged during twelve 
■ours, and because I found myself on the same 
road with Marshal Blocker, who assured me of 
tots intention to follow the enemy throughout the 
might ; be has sent me word this morning that he 
bad taken 60 pieces of cannon belonging to the 
f mperial Guard, and several carriages, baggage, 
he. betonging to Bonaparte, in Genappe. I pro. 
pose to move, this morning, upon Nivelks, and 
not to discontinue my operations. Your Lord- 
ship will observe, that such a desperate action 
cooM not have been fought, end such advantages 
could not be gained, without great loss; and I 
am sorry to add, that ours has been immense.— 
[Here iris Lordship praises bis officers and men.} 
— I ihonld not do justice to my feelings or to 
Marshal Bracher ami the Prussian army, tf 1 did 
not attribute the successful result of this ardooos 
day, to the cordial and timely assistance I re- 
ceived from them. The operation of General 
Bofow upon the enemy's flank, was n most deci- 
sive one; and even if I had not found myself in a 
situation to make the attack, which produced the 
fbial result, it would have forced the enemy to 
retire, if bis attacks should nave failed, and would 
nave prevented him from taking advantage of 
if they should unfortunately have suc- 
I send, wtth this dispatch, two eagles 
taken by the troops in this action, winch Major 
Percy will nave the honour of laying at the feet 
at kts Royal Highness. I beg leave to recoia* 
mend him to your Lordship's protection. I have 
tbe hononr, dec. (Signed) Wellington. 

LIST OF THE BRITISH OFFICERS KILLED 
AND WOUNDED. 

KILL ID. 

Duke of Brunswick Oels. 
fJeuttnant-Gcneral Sir Thomas Picton* 



Major -General Sir W. Ponaanby. 
Colonels.— Du Plat, K.G. L. ; Oarteta, ditto ( 
Motrin, 69th Regt. ; Sir W.EHis, 23d. 

Lieutenant-Colonels.- — Mecara, 4fd Reg*.; Ce* 
rneron, 9«d Regt ; Sir Alex. Cordon, K. C B. AifC 
de-Camp to the /hike of Wellington 4 Canning* 
Currie, Lord ilnTs Staff. 

Majors.— The Hon. Fred, Howard, 10th Hussars ' 
George Bain, Royal Artillery; Norman Ramsey, 
ditto -, Csirnes, ditto ; Chambers, Soth Regt. 

Brevet-Majors. — Crefcon, *th Division; Boss. 
wiet/ Sd Light Regiment. 

Captains.— 'Bolton, Royal Artillery ; Crawford* 
Guards; the Hon. — — Cursou, A. D. C. to hi f 
Royal Highness the Prince of Orange ; Chamber*, 
A. D. C. to Lieut .-Gen. Picton ; Charles Ellis 9£th 
Regt.; Robertson, 73d Rfgt. ; Kennedy, ditto* 
Scheuman, td. Lt. Bat. K. G. L ; Hvlycuwan, 1st; 
ditto-; Henry Marshal, 1st ditto. ; Gieben ditto . 
Gunning, lfkh Hussars ; .Grove, 1st. Gaards. 

Lieutenants. — C Manners, Royal Artillery; 
Lister, 95th Regt. 

Ensigns.— Lord Hay, A ki de-Camp to General 
Maitlahd ; Brown, 1st Guards, 
wotiuoxn. ' 
General his Royal Highness the Prince of Orange* 
G. C. fi. severely. 

Lieut-Generals.— the Earl of Unbridge, G. C. B- 
right leg amputated ; Sir C. Allen, K. C. Bw severely, 
Major-Generals —Cock, right arm amputated 5 
Sir E. Barnes, K. C B. Adjul.-Geu. sererely ; Sir 
J. Kempt, K. C. B. slightly j Sir Colin Haikitt, 
K. C. B. severely ; Adauis, severely j Sir W. 
Dornberg, K. C- B. severely. 

Colonel..— Sir J. Elley, K. C. B. aligmty ; Harris, 
75d Regt. ; Qoentin, JOth Hussars, slightly ; the 
Mon. fVed. Ponsonby, severely ; 9ir W. De Lancey; 
severely. 

Lieutenant-Colonels.— Lord PWtroy Somerset, 
right arm amputated ; Hay, 16 th Light Dragoons, 
severely ; Vigoureau, 3oth Light Dragoons ; Aber* 
crornbie, A. Q. M. G. slightly ; Hamilton, 90th 
regiment ; Cameron, 93ttu severely 5 Wyndham, 
1st Foot Guards, severely ; Bowater, 3d Foot 
Guards, slightly ; Macdonell, Coldstream, aliglitly ; 
Dashwood, 3d Guards, severely; Sir R. Hill, 
Royal Horse Guards Blue, severely 5 Norcott, 95th, 
severely ; Hill, severely ; Schreider, 8(h Line bat. 
tulion ; Adair, 1st Guards, severely ; Millet, 1st 
Goarda, dangerously ; Sir George Henry Berkeley. 
A. AG. 

Majors.— Maclean, 73d ; Beckwrth, 95th, severe- 
ly ; Jea*op, AaSBtent Quarter Master General | 
Bush, 1st Light Bart. K. G. L. right arm a«pa T 
tated , Parkinson, 73d, severely ; Parker, R. H. 
Arlillery, leg amputated ; Robert Ball, Royal Aft 
tillery, severely ; Hamilton, Aid-de-Camp to Major* 
(General Sir E. Barnes j Watson, 69th regiment, 
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severely.— Brevet-Major, Emem, daugeroq>ly.— 
Majors Wilkins and Miller, 95th re§t. severely; 
Xjedsey, 09ih, dangerously. • 
. Captaipa. — Smith, pptb regiment, severely ; 
Tyler, Aid-de-Canip to Sir Thomas Fjctpn, *li«htiy ; 
Dance, f 3d Light Dragoon* ; Jobmton, Q5ih ; Car- 
sners, 95th ; Daraey, Vapitr, A, M«Donald, Web- 
her, Riyal Artillery , severely; Doiiiaresque, Aid. 
de-Camp to Gen. Sir J. Byt»gr, severely ; Whyn- 
nares, Royal Artillery, severely ; the Jfou. — 
Erakine, D. A. A. G. left arm. amputated ; A. £)ang- 
ton r Aid»d«^C«rop to IieaiteMnHGeNerol Pjciop, 
severely } Barnes, Brevet Major, Royal ^niUcrjc, 
severely. • 

Lieutenants--- Royal Artillery, Foster, Crowe, 
Robe, Smith, Strsngway, Brierton, and Forbes, ae> 
verely ; Hormey, arm amputated ; Bloomfield aud 
D. Crawford, slightly — rlawrlock, Atd-de-Caotp 
to Gen. Sir Charles Alten ; Pringle, Royal. Engi- 
neers, slightly • Hamilton, 46th regiment, slightly ; 
Heise, 1st light battalion ; pardtoer, JohnHone, 
Mo I try, Simmons, J. Gardiner* Eitsmaurice, Stan- 
ley, and Wright, 95th, severely. 



French Accounts. 

The following relate only to the ope- 
rations of the army previous to the battle 
p{ the 18th, the French account of which 
has qot arrived. 

GENERAL ORDER. 

Ave*ne*,\lune 14,1815. 

Soldiers!— This day is the anniversary of Ma- 
rengo and of Friedlond, which twice decided the 
destiny of Europe. Then, as after Austeriitx, as 
after Wagram, we were too generous I We be- 
lieved in the protestations and in the oaths of 
tVinces whom we left on the throne! Now, 
however, coalesced among themselves, they would 
destroy the independence and the most sacred 
rights of France. They have commenced tbe 
most nnjust of aggressions. Let ns march, then, 
to meet them. Are they and we no longer the 
same men? Soldiers, at Jena, against these same 
Prussians, now so arrogant, yon were one against 
three, and at Montmirail one against six! Let 
those among yon who have been prisoners of the 
English, detail to you the hulks, aud the fright- 
fill miseries which they suffered ! The Saxons, 
the Belgians, the Hanoverians, tbe soldiers of 
the Confederation of the Rhine, lament that they - 
are compelled to lend their arms to tbe cause of 
Princes, the enemies of jnstice and of the rights 
of all nations; they know that this coalition ** 
insatiable 1 After having devoured twelve mil- 
lions of Poles', twelve millions of Italians, one 
million of Saxons, six millions of Belgians, it must 



devour the states of the second rank of Germany* 
The roadmen ! a moment of prosperity blinds 
them. The oppression and humiliation of the 
French people are beyond their power. If they 
enter France, they will there find their tomb. 
Soldiers ! we have forced marches to make, bat- 
tles to tight, dangers to encounter; but with 
steadiness, victory will be our'a ; the rights, the 
hpupiir, $he happiness of the country will be re- 
concjuetectl To every Frenchman who has a 
heart, the moment is arrived to conquer or perish* 

(Signed) Napoleoit. 

(A true copy) The Marshal Duke of palmatia. 
Major-Gen. 

Qhqrltmi, June 15* 
, On the 14th, the army was placed in the followr 
tag manner:— The Imperial Head-quarters at 
Beaumont, The )|t corps, commanded by Ge- 
neral D'Erloo, was at Solre on the Sambre. Tba 
2d corps, coiomauded by General Reille, was at 
Ham-sur-Heure. The 3d corps, commanded bj 
General Vandamme, was on the right of Beau- 
mont. Tbe 4th corps, commanded by General 
Gerard, had arrived at Philippe villus On the 
15th, at three in the morning, General Reitle at- 
tagged the enemy, and advanced upon Marchieo- 
nes-au-Poot. There were various engagements, 
in wjucjh his cavalry charged a Prussian battalion, 
and made $00 prisoners. At one In the morning, 
the Emperor was at Jamignon-sur-Heure. Ge- 
neral DaomoutU division of light cavalry tabled) 
two Prussian battalions, and made 400 prisoners. 
General Pajol entered Cuarjeroi at mid-day. The 
sappers aud marines of the guard were with the 
advance to repair the bridges. They w»r« the 
first to penetrate into the town as sharp-shooters. . 
General Clari, wi^h the 1st Hussars, advanced 
upon Gosselies, on the Brussels road ; and Geue- 
lal Pajol npon, Gilly, on the Namur road. At 
three in the afternoon' General Vandamme de- 
bouched with his corps ou Gilly. Manual 
Grouchy arrived with the cavalry ot General 
Excelmans. Tbe enemy occupied the left of the 
position of Fleorus ; at five in the afternoon the 
Emperor ordered an attack. The position was 
turned, and carried. Four squadrons of the 
Guard, commandoes by General Letort, the Em- 
peror's Aide-de-camp, broke three squares; the 
96th, 27th, and f8th Prussian regiments were 
routed. Our squadrons sabred from four to 500 
men, and took 150 prisoners. Daring this time 
Genera) RehHe passed the Sambre at Marchiennes- 
au-Pont, ra order to advance upon Gosaerles with 
the divisions of Prince Jerome and General Ba- 
chelo, attacked the' enemy, took from him 23* 
prisoners, and pursued him on the road to Bros,, 
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acts. We thus became matters of the whole pe- 
tition of Fleam* At eight in the evening the 
Emperor re-entered bin bead-quarters at Charleroi. 
This day cent the enemy five piece* of cannon and 
9,000 men; of whom 1,000 are prisoners. Onr loss 
is 10 men killed and 80 wounded, the greater part 
Belonging to the squadron of the guard whq made 
the charges, and to three squadrons of the 20th 
dragoons, who also charged a square with the 
greatest intrepidity. Our lc*«, though trifling in 
•mount, has been sensibly felt by the Emperor, 
Jrom the severe wound received by General Le- 
tort, 'is aid -de.-c*mp, in charging at the head of 
the squadrons. He is an officer of the greatest ' 
distinction : he was strnck by a ball in the lower 
part of the bellv, but the surgeons give hopes that 
Yh wound win not be mortal •. We have found 
some magazines at Charleroi. Thejoyofthe 
Belgians k would be impossible to describe. 
There were some villages which, on the sight of 
•their deliverers, formed dances ; and every wi»ere 
there fc» a movement which proceeds from - the 
fceart. In the report of the Major General of the 
Staff, the names of the officers and soldier* who" 
fhstingnishfd themselves will be inserted. 'The 
3£mpowr has given the command of the left to 
the Prhteeoffifoskwa, who, in -the evening, had 
Iris head.qnarters at Ouatre-Chemms, on the road 
to Brussels. The Duke of Trevbo, to whom the 
Cmperorgave the command of the young guard, 
fcis remained atUeanmonr, ill of the rheumaibm. 
which bas forced him to keep his bed. The 4th 
corps commanded * by General Gerard, arrives 
this evening at Chatelet. General Gerard has 
staled, that LieUt.Genernl Bourmont. Colonel 
Clcnet. and the chief of squadron Villon treys, 
have passed over to the enemy. A lieutenant 
of the 11 th Chasseurs has also gone over. The 
Major-General has ordered that the»e deserters 
shall be immediately sentenced conformably to 
phe laws. It would be impossible to describe 
the good spirit and ardour of the army. It views 
Jhe desertion of this smafl number of traitors' 
who thus throw dff the mask, as fc fortunate 
event. 

NEWS FROM THC AfttlV. 

>fo fsnre/ 'Ltgwy, half pa* $ in ih aw mm g 
oftkt !*«*/•/ da**, 1*15. 
T5ie Bmaecor Jias jiwt.obtatufri,* complete 
factory ever |he Prussian gad £*g)jab armies, 
united* under tli«,ordeis,ef J^r4AV«Ujngtoo #nd 
Marshal Blusher. XI*,eamy#^lnV moment ^de- 
bouches by the village of , Ufsy, in Adumce of 
Flcnrt* to pursue Abe enemy. 

* A letter of the Emperor, -of the 16th, ends j 
oath tneae words, written, with hia nwti band— 
!* be ja, going on- well." ' 



Flntrmsy June 17,4 o'clscfc ta the meriting. 
The battle of yesterday lasted tift ten ofeteek hi 
the evening. We are still in pwrsuft of the enemy, 
who has experienced a terrible overthrow. We 
have hitherto 8,000 prisoners, CO pieces of caamon, 
and several standards, many officers ef rastfc, 
among others Count Lutsow. -We expect at day 
break to collect a great nnmber in the uMfugea of 
St. Amend, and other* who were cut off by the 
movement which the Erapeaer caused bis guana 
to make* The epenadseru and fchascear* of the 
old guard m an a c led entire s naa ae# , and ihaa/e lent 
very few men. ft appear* that at was -a charge Of 
-bayonet n? the Imperial Font gu a rds wwarh de* 
eided the battle. The enemy have been eaftiwjnsv 
ly uuwteuftn*. J -never eaw such entsnfessnaa in 
onr soldiers. The ceJuaaua vah seli inarched to 
buttle, the wounded who returned frami <totug 
dressed, mwrceaeod to*ac*aim « live ah* Euv 
pcrer!" 

copy of a lrttrr •from the Maicfe-M**- 

>RAL VO TMR WA* SHJHSTAR. 

Flmam, Aese 17, iat5. 
Monsieur Marshal— I announced yesterday* 
from the field of battle of JUgny, 4o bis Imperial 
HighueK Prince Joseph, tlie signal victory which 
the Empc ror has gained. I returned here With hia 
Majesty at 11 o'clock in thejeveping, and it wan 
necessary to pass the night In attending to tin) 
wounded. The Emperor has remounted hia 
horse, to follow the success of the battle of ligny. 
It .was fought with fury, and the greatest etrthoV 
aiaein on- the part ef Ike troops. We were one to 
taeee. At eight o'clock in the; evening, the Jgm- 
peror marched with Jits guard : six bnttaliona of 
the okl fcuard, the dragoons, and horae-grena* 
thers, and the cniraasaers of General Detort, de* 
benched by Lsgny,> and executed a charge which 
separated the enemy** Jtne. Wellington wi 
Htueher saved themselves .wijh difficulty: the 
effect was theatrical. In <au jnatairt the firing 
censed, and- the enemy was routed in ail direc- 
tions. We have already several lahoesand jm> 
soners, and 40 pieces of cannon. The tUli and 
1st corps were not engaged. The left wing 
teeghtsag aiast she J£s*jli»li army, and look fsjun it 
cannon and ataudaads. . At night I will give jon 
turtber details, tor every instant prisoners are 
a n n ou n ced. Our 1ms doe*net.app*ar enormous ; 
<aruce, wrtliont sctceniue; it.ll da not tec,*** il at 
anere'tnau 6000.0 



(Signed) 
Marshal, Major-General Duke df* Dalmatia, 

(ACgpy) 
Marshal, Mrgi8fer t of ^ar^ Prince of Ecapiuui,, 
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Exposition •# the Minister of the 
Intekior; 

The President announced, that Count 
Regaaok St. Jean d'Angely requested a 
heating, to tXMftuauntcate to the Chamber 
the exposition of the Minister of the Inte- 
rior : it was granted* 

His Majesty the Emperor, said Count 
Renault, having charged thoae of his Mi- 
nisters who are Members of the Chamber 
of Peers to communicate to that Assembly 
the exposition of oat situation, which was 
announced to yon in the discourse from 
the throne, has confided a similar mission 
to those of hi* ministers who have been 
.elected representatives of the people. To*- 
«iajr, and at the moment when 1 speak, the 
Minister of the Interior is reading to the 
Chamber of Peers the exposition of the 
state of the Empire. I have been chafed 
to comvnWeteute to you a copy thereof, 
and shaH read ft, if such is the pleasure of 
the Chamber. The assembly manifested 
its assent. 

Count Regnatrlt rcMraaed.— JLmoo^ all 
the objects of the Emperor's solicitude, 
the first, after his solemn acceptance of the 
constitution, ha* been to make known to 
the nsttioa, through the medium of Us re- 
presentatives, the true situation in which 
It is placed. > Three mouths have scarcely, 
elapsed since his Majesty quitted the rock 
to which circmnstauoes had for a moment 
Vanished him, in order to deliver France 
from the enslaving yoke of a worn-out dy- 
nasty, which managed the resources of our 
fine country merely for the profit of fo- 
reigners. The enthusiasm which served, 
as an escort to his Majesty from the pe- 
riod of his landing, sufficiently proved on 
what side lay the national wishes. It 
proves, that if the deposed family could 
ever re-enter France with the aid of fo- 
reigners, it would soon be expelled anew. 
Its prejudices, its engagements with the 
Old privileged castes, are all in opposition 
to the liberal ideas in whieh the existing 
generation has been bred, and which can 
•ever retrograde. With the princes of 
that family, we should have seen, as in- 
deed we are menaced, with the re-appear- 
ance of all the cruel absurdities of feudal 
government,, and the degrading slavery of 
the monastic system. In the mean time, 
It is to re-establish all these institutions, 
that they invite the foreigner into our fine 
country : but we will never thus abandon 
H; we will rally around the Emperor, the 



protector of liberal ideas, around a Prince 
who, educated in the revolution, advance* 
with the age in which he lives, aad wishes 
to extend the dominion of mind instead of 
circumscribing it. Instructed by misfor- 
tunes, he will see the conquerors of Aus~ 
terlitz, of Marengo, and of Jena, march 
anew under the colours which so often led 
them to victory, and the event will not be 
doubtful. However, his Majesty is sin* 
cerely desirous of peace; he has done 
every thing to preserve it, but without in- 
clining to listen for a moment to humilia- 
ting conditions, which would co'mpromi&o 
the honour and the dearest interests of 
France. All his efforts, however, have 
been fruitless ; already our frontiers are • 
menaced at all points, already hostilities 
have been commenced without any pre- 
liminary declaration of war, and there 
seems to remain no other resource' for the 
maintenance of our independence but an . 
appeal to arms* If the Emperor were Lev 
fortified by the inherent strength of hie 
character, he might fear two rocks. There 
has been talk of a royalist party and a re- 
publican party, alike enemies of his go- 
vernment But the former has not known 
how to defend the Princes objects of its 
affection, for whom it pretended a willingr 
ness to die j it is far from formidable. As 
to the republicans, converted from old 
errors, of which cruel experience mat^ 
them, feci too severely the fatal effects, 
they see in the Emperor only the pro- 
tector of the liberal ideas which they have 
at all times themselves professed, and 
which excesses alone have prevented tliem 
from hitherto seeing realised. The time 
has been too short to give to the national 
constitution all the perfection of which It 
was susceptible ; but the Emperor, towards 
the accomplishment of this essential work, 
reckons on the intelligence and patriotism 
of the two Chambers* The preparations 
for war have prevented him from giving to 
it himself all the attention which he could 
have wished; but the French territory 
was threatened. The national character, 
which essentially rejects every idea of 
conquest, should have been a sufficient 
guarantee to all the powers of Europe 
against the invasion which they seem so 
much to fear at present ; but that fear is 
only a *ain pretext to cover their ambi- 
tion. That ambition is sufficiently de- 
monstrated by the senseless declarations 
of the Congress of Vienna, by the assent 
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blages on our frontiers, by hostilities com- 
menced in foil peace, by landings effected 
on our coasts in order to encourage civil 
war, and, in fine, by the refusal to listen 
to any proposal for the maintenance of 
peace. AU these circumstances must give 
a precise idea of the justice and modera- 
tion of our enemies : it is the same as in 
1792, when the Duke of Brunswick pub- 
lished the famous manifesto of which the 
insolent pretentions converted the French 
into a nation of soldiers. Representatives 
of the nation, you know the French peo- 
ple, essentially good and generous,' and 
always ready to contribute to the wants 
of the country, provided the whole extent 
of these wants be fairly made known to 
them. Yon have already assumed that 
wise and imposing attitude which is the 
tinest guarantee to our liberty and inde- 
pendence ; and you have a right io know, 
without the least disguise, the state of our 
wants and resources. The former are 
doubtless great, bnt sufficient means exist 
to provide for them without oppressfng the 
people ; and with the energy which you 
share with the people who elected" you, we 
shall be certain of repelling the most un- 
just aggression against an independent 
"people, of which the political annals of 
cabinets have ever- preserved the recollec* 
tion.. I am charged to present to you the 
following details on our internal situa- 
tion : — 

' Commune*.— Under this head, Count Rcff- 
natilt staled, that the commnnal administrations 
had been almost totally abandoned under the go- 
vernment of the Bourbons ; that the communal 
funds, so essential to the movement of troops, 
the equipment of the national euard*, Sec. had 
been delapidated by the journics of the Princes, 
by the restoration of woods to emigrants, and by 
■any other malversations ; bnt that the Emperor 
was taking pains to restore order io this important 
branch of internal administration. 

Hospitals. — These asylums of sufferinq hu- 
manity had at all times excited the solicitude of 
the Emperor; At the commencement of 1814, 
these establishments bad been exposed to con- 
siderable additional expences from the nnmber of 
sick and wounded soldiers. Under the late go- 
vernment, however, they were on the point of 
losing one of their principal resources, by the 
restitution of property of emU'rati'*, with- which 
they bad been endowed by solemn' laws. The 
Emperor had restored it to them. He had aho 
doubled the funds of the Maternal Society which 
he founded .; which, on this account alone, was 
neglected, and of which the august protectress 
is invited back by the wishes of all Frenchmen. 
The depots of mendicity, created also by the 
Emperor, were equally abandoned; l>ut the.«c 
establishxLcuU were about to resume new acti- 



vity. The hospitals in the departments invaded 
by Hie .enemy fetd considerably suffered* but they 
were alreadv reestablished. 

WiwKs.-lTJuder this head Count Rcgnanlt 
enumerated tin? $reat monn men ts founded or or- 
dered by hi* Majesty ; they snauld be contiuoed. 
tough tliey wrieseeh suspended even to time of 
peace ; bat they should in future be exclusively 
reserved for France, and if exisling circum- 
stances did not permit them to receive that ex- 
tent which Were to be wished, they should soon 
be accelerated by the arms which would be no 
loncer necessary for the defence of the country. 

Works at Paris.— The Minister here gave 
an accconnt of the various comtrnctiom which 
have been cmttmenced in t be capital, *wl whiefc 
should be continued. 

Minks.— This bead presented nothing re* 
markable. 

Manufactures.— Count ftegnairtt here did 
justice to the superiority af o*r manufactures, 
which alUhd merchants etf Europe ceotd attest 
from the experience furnished them by the short 
time during which it had been in their power to 
trade with ns % He saw, like every statesman; 
t has- France, at once agrieultorar- and nsemttac- 
tnriag, could alone dispense with the assistance 
of its neighbours, and that a liberal government 
could not fail to give all possible spring to na- 
tional industry, formerly compressed by Gothic 
prejudices. — He announced that various wear ma- 
nufactures bad been improved, *usd others Intro- 
duced ; that the manufacture of sugar from the 
beet-root, in spite of all the efforts made to de- 
stroy it, prom-Men 1 shortly to render Europe in- 
dependent of the New World for that article: 
that the iudlgo of woed, without having reached 
the same perfection, already rivalled that of 
India ; and that, in fine, a number of useful dis- 
coveries presented new sources of 'national pros- 
perity. 

Commerce.— Tho report expressed nothing 
but hope upon this article, and by the absutjl 
ambition of sovereigns all the nations of Europe 
are placed in the same condition. 

Instruction.— Under this title tne Minister 
exhibited all the vicissitudes to which the corps 
, of teachers . had been subjected. Tlie result of 
the enquiry shewed that the number both of col- 
leges and scholars had been diminished, bnt that 
the university of Paris still nnmbered under its 
direction 3*5,554 pupils, and that the lyceums, 
stimulated by the new encouragement of the 
Emperor, displayed the best spirit. 

Public Worship.— In speaking of the clergy, 
the Minister did not attempt to disguise the er> 
rors they committed under the hut government 
iu giving way, from the lure of a restitution of 
church property, to the iii0uence of emigrants, 
in stigmatizing as plunderer* the owners of na- 
tional property, whose titles had been recognised 
as legitimate by the Pope himself, and in a*. 
tempting, in tlie name of the Almighty, whose 
-ervunts they are, to light up civil war among 
men. —The Emperor, however, was always dis- 
posed to protect, and even favour the ministers 
of the church, so long as tbey confined them- 
selves within the bounds of their duty, and bad 
already conferred on the curates an augmentation 
of 150 franks, which had beeu vainly promised 
to them by the last government. Tlie Emperor 
was, beside*, the ouly sovereign who, ! aving no 
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further interests to* arrange with the Pope, hud it 
hi lib power to put an end to those interminable 
oeeociatious, conirm need by the last government 
With the Court of Rome, and to reestablish, npon 
the basis of the concordat, the liberties of the Gal- 
Dean church. 

JuRiiPRuoENCfi.— This article of the report 
wax extremely short. The Minister merely 
stated, that those civil jndg es who felt themselves 
unworthy of their Innctione, had done justice by 
abdicating their offices ; and that as tar as re- 
•peeled the .administration of the criminal . law, 
the establishment of i tie trial by jury every day 
Bfrited new approbation y but that in the mean 
time, some organical institutions were necessary 
to regnlate the duties and diminish the labours of 
those judicial citixens* 

Tub War DarARTWiFrr.— It was absolntely 
tsspostible te follow M^ le Comte Kegnealt 
through all the details which he famished on this 
important topic. The result is, that on the 1st 
of April, 1614, the army consisted of 460,000 
men, exclusive of 150,000 prisoners, all veteran 
-soldiers, aad of 115,000 conscripts of the -levy of 
1815, of wbich 45,000 only, oat of 160,000, had 
been raised. The last government, at once pro- 
digal and avaricious, alarmed at its own strength, 
and essentially hostile to the army, had taken 
every possible means of dimmishing it.— The 
orator then described the various oppress4ons to 
which the army had been exposed, particularly 
by the introduction- of the emigrants, and which 
had reduced it* number to 175,000 men. Since 
the fOth of March last, its number had been 
raised to 37 5 000 combatants of every descrip- 
tion ; and before Hie 1st of AniHtst, St would 
amount to 500,000 independent of the national 
guards. 

The Imperial Gcard.— This surest bulwark 
of tbe throne in times of war, and its finest orna- 
ment In time of peace, had a sepaiate article al- 
lotted to it in the official report. The Minister 
condemned the injustice with which it was treat- 
ed by the last government, and announced that 
it already amounted to 40,000 men. 

Abtillery. — The losses in thin arm has been 
in a great measure repaired; they were occa- 
sioned chiefly by treachery, and especially the 
delivering up of all the strong places, by order 
of the Count d'Artois in his capacity ot Lieu te- 
nant- General of the kingdom. By this single act 
France had lost 12,000 piece* of cannon, mostly 
of brass, the Value of which U estimated at 
$00,000,000 of francs. This loss, however, had 
been entirely supplied : the arsenals, magazines 
of powder, and armories, were in full activity; 
and after having armed the national guard and 
associations, there would remain in the magaziues 
6*00,000 mnskets in reserve. 

Military Expenditure.— The admini*tre* 
tive details on tliiM subject were little Misceptible 
of abridgment. The Minister, however, averted 
that the neces«ary funds would be easily pro* 
vided, and no new taxes be required. 

Nat onal Guard. — This article furnished no 
information of which the public is not already 
in possession. 

. Tn« Mar. i x e presented considerable resources, 
notwithstanding the evil* produced by treachery, 
which liad not, however, cast any &Uiu upon its 
honour. 



Important Documents. 
Paris, June 12. — Yesterday, (Sunday 
the Uth) the Emperor being on his 
throne, surrounded by the Princes his 
brothers, the Grand Dignitaries, Ministers^ 
&e. received at the Thnilteries, before 
mass, a Deputation of the Chamber of 
Peers. On this occasion, the . Prince 
Arch-Chancellor, president, presented tht 
following address : 

Sfae t — Yonr anxiety te submit to const ftotional 
forms and rules, the absolute power with which 
circumstances and the confidence of the people 
bad invested yon, the new guarantees given t# 
the rights of tbe nation, the devotedaess wtrieh 
tend* you into tbe roioVt of the dangers she army 
is about to brave, penetrate all hearts with pro- 
found gratitude. The Peers of France come te 
offer yoov Majesty the homage of this sentiment. 
You have manifested principle*, Sire, which saw 
those of the nation: they must aUo be oar's* 
Yes, all power springs trow the people, is insti- 
tuted for the people; the constitutional mo- 
narchy h necessary to the French, as the gua- 
rantee of its liberty and independence. Sing, 
while yo* shall be on the frontiers, at the head ef 
tbe sons of the country, the Chamber of Peera 
will xealoiuly concur in every legislative measme 
which circumstances require, to compel foreigner* 
to acknowledge the national independence, and 
Id cause the principles, consecrated 'by the wiat 
of the people, to triumph in the- interior. The 
interest of France is inseparable from yonr 1 !. 
Should fortune fail yonr efforts, reverses, Sim, 
shall not weaken our perseverance, and rtratt ' 
redoebie onr attachment to you. If events cor- 
respond to tlie Justice of our cause, and to the 
hopes we are accustomed to conceive of your 
gcuin*, and to the bravery of onr armies, France 
desires no other fruits from them bnt peace. 
Onr institutions guarantee to Europe that the 
French nation cannot be drawn on by the seduc- 
tions of victory. 

His Majesty replied : — 

M. President, and Gentlemen Deputies o/*Re 
Chamber qf Peers.— The content in which we are 
engaged is serious. The deduct ion of prosperity 
is not the dancer which threatens us now. It is 
under the Caudhte Forks that foreigners wish to 
make us pass ! — Tbe justice of our came, the 
public spirit of the nation, and the courage of the 
army, arc (powerful reasons for hoping success ; 
bnt shottkFwe have reverses, then especially £ 
shall delight to see called forth all the energy of 
this great people ; then shall I rind in the Cham- 
ber of Peers, proofs of attachment to the conntry 
and me.*i-tt is in difficult times that great na- 
tions, like great men, develope all tire energy of 
their character, and become objects of admira- 
tion to posterity. I thank yon, gentlemen, for 
the sentiments yon have expressed to me in the 
name of the Chamber. 

This audience being finished, the Em* 
neror proceeded to mass. After mass, 
naving again taken his place on the 
throne, he received a deputation of the 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



7091 



POLfnCAL REGISTER.— Important Document. 



(so 



Chamber of Representatives, headed by 
Count Lanjuinais, &e president, who pre- 
sented the following address : 

Sire— The Chamber f of Representatives re- 
ceived with profound etaotiou the words which 
prowled from the throne at the solemn »itti%^, 
when your Majesty, laying down the extraor- 
eftnary power which yon exercised, proclaimed 
the commencement of tut Constitutional reo- 
narchy. Vive eldcf basis of that naoiiarehy. the 
protectress of liberty, equality, and the hap- 
piness ef the people, liave been recognised by 
by your Majesty, who, twin* above alt scruples, 
ae anticipating all wishes, has decked I hat the 
•are of collecting oar scattered constitutions, 
and of stranging theat, was one of the most in* 

Krtant occupation* reserved tar the legislature. 
ithfM to its mission, the Chamber of Deputies 
will perform the task thus devoWcd upon it; it 
requests that, to satisfy the public wish, at well 
jaa the wishes of your Majesty, national delibe- 
ration thould rectify, a* speedily as possible, 
Any thin* defective or imperfect, that the wr- 
fancy of our situation may bate produced, or left 
to exist in our cen*tttutions considered as a wh o l e. 
Bat at the same time, Sir* the Uftasnber of Re- 
presentative* will not shew itself less anxious to 
proclaim ita sentiments and iis principle* as to 
the terrible contest which threatens to cover 
Europe with blood. In the train of disastrous 
«v eats, France invaded, appeared for a moment 
listened to as to the establishment of a constitn- 
Vice, only to see herself almost immediately sub- 
jected to ft royal charter emanating from abso- 
Iwte power, to an ordinance of reform always 
revocable in it* nature* and which, not having 
the expressed assent of the people, could never 
be considered as ebiisatery on the nation. Re* 
Mulling now the exercise of her rights, rallying 
around the hero whom her confidence anew in- 
vests with the government of the state, France* 
U astonished and afflicted at seeing some Sovc- 
icigns in arms call her to account tor an internal 
•mange* which is the result of the national will, 
and which attacks oeither the relations existing 
with other governments, nor their security.— 
France cannot admit the distinctions with the 
aidof which the coalesced powers endeavour to 
r.ioak their aggression. To attack the monarch 
of it* choice, is to attack the independence of 
the nation. It is armed as one man to defend 
that independence, and to repel* without excep- 
tion, every family and every prince whom men 
shall dare to wish to impose upon it. No ambi- 
tious project outers the thoughts e£ the French 
tropic ; the will even of a victorious Prince 
would be insufficient to draw on the nation be- 
yond the limits of its own defence : but to guard 
iu territory, to maintain its liberty, Its honour, 
i is dignity, it i* ready lor any sacrifice. Why 
are we not still permitted to hope, Hire, that 
these Warlike preparations, formed perhaps by 
Ike lariution of pride, and by illusions which 
i rery day mast weaken, may still disperse before 
the want of a peace necessary to all the natima 
of Europe, and which shall restore to yonr Ma- 
jesty a spouse, to the French the heir of a throne? 
Hut blond ha* already flowed, the siguaJ of com- 
b«l% prepared against, the indepeiideuee amT 
liberty of Fianc*. has been given in |he name of 



a people who carry to the highest pitch the en- 
thusiasm of liberty and independence. Doubt- 
less, among the communications which your Ma- 
jesty promises us, the Chambers will find prods 
of the efforts yon have made to maintain thu 
peace of the world. If all these efforts must re- 
main useless, may the calamities of war fall upon 
those who shall have provoked them;— The Cham- 
ber of Representatives only waits for the docu- 
ments announced ro it in order to contribute with 
alt its power to tlie measures whrek the success 
of to legitimate a war will require. It delays 
pronouncing its resolves only tilt it knows tWe 
wants and resources of the state ; add while yean* 
MajeMv, opposing to the moat unjust afgresaioii 
the valour of the national armies and the force of 
yonr genius, will seeh in victory only one means 
of attaitksue; a- durable peace, the Chamber af Re- 
presentatives will item that it marchea town** 
the same object, by istteeseutiy labouring on the 
compact, of whioh tlie improvement must cement 
the anion of the people and the throne, and 
strengthen, in the eyes of Europe, by the mocitw- 
rarton of our sustention*, the guraatee of our ca> 
gajpntenttv 

IKsMajestjrrepUed: 

Mr. President, and Gentlemen JDepsUics.e/ fa? 
Chamber of ftee?itssn<Usfeet,-~I recognise with sa- 
tisfaction ray own sentiment* in those which ycer 
express to me. In these weighty circumstance 
my thoughts arc absoided by the imminent war, 
to the success of which are attached the indepen- 
dence and the honour of France. I will depart Una 
night to place myself at the head of my armies ; 
the movements of the different hostile corps 
render nig presence there indiscernible. Daring 
my anseuce I shall see with pleasure a commission 
appointed by each chamber engaged in delibe- 
rating on our constitutions. Tlie constitution y 
our rallying point ; it most be our pole-star in 
these stormy moments. All public, discussion, 
tending to dimiuiih directly or indirectly the con- 
fidence which should be placed iu its enact- 
ments, will be a misfortune to the state j we-jf 
should then find ourselves at sea, without a com* 
pass and without a rudder. The crisis in which 
we are placed Is great. Let us not imitate the 
conduct of the Lower Empire, which, pressed 
on all sides by barbarians, made itself the Ian th- 
ing stock of po*tef ity, by occupying itself with 
abstract discussions, at the moment when the 
battering ram w^ skaking the gates of the city* 
Independently f flie Legislative roe**ure* re» 
quired by the circumstance* of the inter io r > yon 
will probably deem- It useful to employ vo*"*** 
on organic laws destined to put the emistitwtioa 
in motion. They may be the object of your P nov 
lie labours without any inconvenience. The sen- 
timents expressed in your address sufficiently de- 
monstrate to me the attachment of the Cbafeta 
to my person, and all the patriotism with which 
it i* animated. Ill all affairs my march shall b* 
straight forward and turn. Assist me to save th e 
country. First representative of the people, I 
have contracted the engagement, which I renew, 
of employing in more tranquil times, all the pre 
ro«atives of the Crown, and the little experience 
I have acquired, in seconding you in the amelio- 
ration of our Constitution*. 



F rioted and Published by O. Houston, No. 19<, Strand; where all Coaimnnicat;oui addicted 
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LETTER VL 

To Lord Castlereagh. 

On the Overthrow of the Emperor iVa- 

poleon* 

My Lord,— The intelligence of this 
grand event reached me on Saturday last, 
and in,the following manner* I had been 
out very early in the morning, and, in 
returning home to breakfast, I met a po- 
pulous gang of gypsies. At the first view 
of them, I thought of nothing but the rob- 
beries which they constantly commit 
upon ns, and I began to plan my measures 
of defence; but, upon a nearer approach to 
them, I perceived the whole caravan deco- 
rated with laurel. The blackguard ruffi- 
ans of iflen bad Iau/pl hoy^y j* )h •>* 
Jiats ; the nasty ferocious looking women, - 
writh pipes in their jaws, and straddling 
Along like German trulls, had laurel leaves 
pinned against their sides. The poor asses, 
that went bending along beneath the bur- 
dens laid on them by their merciless mas- 
ters, and that were quivering their skins 
Xo get the swarm of flies from, those parts 
of their bodies which the wretched drivers 
had beaten raw, had their bridles and hal- 
*i»ters and pads stuck over with laurel. 
Somewhat staggered by this symbol of 
victory, I, hesitating what to do, passed 
the gang in silence, until I met an extra- 
ordinarily ill-looking fellow, who, with 
two half-starved dogs, performed the of- 
fice of rear-guard. Tasked him the mean- 
ing of the laurel boughs, and he informed 
me, that they were hoisted on account of 
the " glorious victory obtained by the 
Duke of Wellington over Bony;" that 
they were furnished them by a good gen- 
tleman, in a black coat and big white wig, 
whose house they had passed the day be- 
fore, between Andover and Botiey, and 
who. had given them several pots of ale, 
wherein to drink the Duke's, healthvr- 
"And, to be sure," added he, "itjsglo- 
". rious news, and we may now hope to 
u see the gallon loaf at a grate again, as 
a ^twas in my old father's time." «. 

Leaving this political eeconomist, this 
" loyal man and friend of social order," to 



overtake his companions, I went homeward 
with a mind far from being so completely 
made up as that of the Gipsey and his 
black-coated and wbite-wig'd benefactor. 
I had, when t came to see the news-papers ; 
when I came to read the insolent language 
of the Times and the Courier, no doubt 
of what would follow ; and, there appears 
now very little room for doubting, that 
" the paternal authority" will very soon, 
be restored in France by the force of the 
bayonet and the cannon ball. There is a 
talk of making a stand for the independence 
of France ; but, there does not appear the 
stuff for making such stand. The attempt 
at a mixty maxty government deprived the 
state of all zeal. If, indeed, we were we/, 
cie- :yet, to, see a Directory y or a Con- 
SdLje^ oir a 'CW p t/^, ?v* GamvVfee 
de Salut Public, the Juke and his vfctory 
would prove of little avail. But, to de- 
fend France now requires all the energy ' 
of 1792, 3, and 4 ; and, that energy ap- 
pears to be fled for ever ; or, at least, till 
time and opportunity shall again call jt 
forth. It is very evident, that Napoleon, 
from the hour of his return to Paris, per- 
ceived, that it would not do merely to re- 
assume his title and authority; that he' 
would, in that case, have no friends in the 
republicans, and all enemies in the roy- 
alists. But, besides, there is no reason to 
believe, that he was not perfectly sincere 
in his professions relative to the liberties 
of France. Still, the Empress!; "The 
august spouse" The u august son." 
These hung about him ; and he coujd not 
bring himself to say : u Up again with the 
" Republic^ and I will again be her Ge- 
" neral Boiiflparte." He could not screw 
himself up to this ; and hence, doubtless, 
his want of enthusiastic support from 
many of the republicans, who, if they 
must have a king, claiming an hereditary 
right to rule over them, did not think it 
worth their while to commit themselves 
in the quarrel : while, on the other hand, 
he had all the kings a!l tne nobles, and alt* 
the priests of the whole of Europe against 
him ; together with an army of a million 
and eleven thousand of regular troop&i* 
2 C 
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and, which we shall by-and-by find to 
hare been of greater toeighl than all the 
rest put together, FIFTY MILLIONS 
OF OUR MONEY, voted by the Ho- 
nourable House. This is the Itey of ca- 
binets; the powder, ball, swords, and 
bayonets of armies. This it is that will 
decide the fate of France now, as* it did in 
1814. In the tiroes of the Republic, in- 
deed, our millions had no effect. There 
were many very cruel men in power, du- 
ring those stprmy times ; but, those men 
were sound as towards their country. 
There was little of moderation, to be sure ; 
but, there was a great deal of fidelity. I 

However, those times are passed. The | 
tneo, who have declined to go back to 
revolutionary measures, have now to make 
their peace as they can ; or, rather, I take 
it, to submit to their fate.. They will 
know, in all human probability, before 
this day week, whether the pensioned 
Burke spoke truth, when he said, that 
Kings had* long memories as well as long 
arms. * Our Times newspaper already has 
marked out some hundreds for the gallows. 
He is for " hanging them up at once." And, 
really, I think his advice very likely to be 
followed. Blood, blood, is the cry on 
every side ; and, those in power, at Paris, 
will' now see what/is the consequence of 
doing things by* halves j when they have to 
deal with kings, nobles, and priests ! | 
They will now see what is to be gained by 
their u moderation I" They will soon 
see, that power must be maintained, if at 
all, by the same sort of means as those, by 
which it has been acquired. Their fate and 
that of Napoleon, whose. name will always 
be pronounced with admiration of his 
warlike deeds, will be a warning to future 
revolutionists how they place kings upon 
their thrones, after having dethroned them. 
1 do hot say, that it is to be regretted; 
but, it has astonished every one to see the 
Royal Family of France suffered to escape 
so tranquilly, even after some of them 
were taken in arms I Napoleon, will 
soon find, that this was not the way to in- 
jure the safety of his own person. 

On what conditions Louis may be re- 
stored, we cannot yet say ; but our news- 
papers insist, that he ought to be compelled 
4 'io adopt such measures as the safety of 
Fiurope, and particularly of England, may 
demand. Whether these writers mean to 
propose the drawing out of the fore-teeth 
and the cutting oJF of tfce fingers ajid 



thumb of the right hand of the male Inha- 
bitants of France, I know not. But, I 
think, we shall hear them propose the anni- 
hilation of the fleet of France; the sur- 
render of her frontier towns ; the abolition 
of all the new nobility ; the disbanding 
of the whole of the army ; the restoration 
of the papal territories in Provence ; the 
giving up of something to Spain ; the re- 
establish men t of the feudal Tights and 
courts ; 'and, I shall be very much sur- 
prised if we do not hear it forcibly recom- 
menced to Louis te Desiree ta re-establish 
the monasteries and the tythes. 

There will be some work to accom- 
plish all this ; yet, all this would not an- 
swer the end in view, unless the French 
pay a share of our NATIONAL DEBT, 
the annual interest of which will now be 
fortyi-three millions sterling ; and, unless 
we could, besides, make them pay their 
share towards the support of our PAU- 
PERS. Unless these can be accomplish- 
ed, people will not live here to pay part 
of this debt, rf they can avoid it by going 
to France. Their loyalty will not keep 
them at home to live meanly, while they 
can live in affluence by only crossing the 
channel. If France were a republic, less 
rich people would ' go, than will go, 
France befng.a monarchy. Our old ma- 
lady will return with the Bourbons, to re- 
store whow we have so loaded ourselves 
with debts, that many of our people witt 
be compelled to go and live under them. 

All is not over* therefore, when Lours 
is up again. By disabling France for 
war, we shall compel her to set about the 
arts of peace. We shall make France a 
country to live in; «a country that the 
arts of peace will seek. She will, do 
what we will, soon become our rival in 
manufactures. Commerce will revtre 
with her very quickly. Amongst all the 
fighting nations she is, after all, the only- 
one that is tightly taxed ; and, I repeat, 
that, unless we can make her pay a share 
of the interest of the debt, contracted in 
the subduing of her, we shall, with all 
our successes and all our boastings, hare 
only accelerated the destruction of -our 
own sys'.cm. In short, unless we can 
make France tributary to us, to the 
amount of 20 millions sterling a year, we 
shall live to mourn the triumphs, at which 
we now rejoice. 

I am, &c. Ac, 

W. ConpETt* 
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Abdication op Napoleon in favour 
or his Son. Appointment op a Pro- 
visional Government. Proceedings 
of the two Chambers. State of the 
Armies, &c. 

This has been a week of everts, perhaps 
the most extraordinary which are recorded 
in history. The Emperor Napoleon has 
resigned the throne of France, and his 
son, by the Empress Maria Louisa, daugh- 
ter of the Emperor Francis of Austria, 
and niece of the Queen of France, Maria 
Antoinette, who was guillotined, during 
the Revolution, has been proclaimed Em- 
peror of Frarice, by the style and title of 
Napoleon the lid. The proceedings by 
Which this great event has been brought 
about,' are as follow:- — Napoleon, after 
losing the battle of Waterloo, which, per- 
haps, was attended with more fatal con- 
sequences than any yet ever heard of, re- 
turned to Paris. He lost- no time in send* 
ing a Message to the Legislative Bodies, 
calling upon them to take measures for 
the re-organization of bis army, and for 
the replacing of its " Material" (that is, 
In English, all the engines of war) which, 
it appears, had been completely lost. — 
This Message was received with', at least, 
coldness; and Napoleon, seeing that the 
feeling of the Assemblies were against 
him, sent a Message, informing them, 
that he had abdicated in favour of his 
Son ! — This Message excited very turbu- 
lent debates. The Republican body seem- 
ed to pause at his right to abdicate in fa- 
vour of any one. Those of the Assem- 
blies who were Bonapartists, argued, that 
there was no other way of exciting en- 
thusiasm in the army ; and a third party 
appeared to be tinctured with a sort of 
attachment to the Duke of Orleans ; at 
least, they were openly denounced as such 
by several Members. At last, however, 
a Council of Regency was established, 
consisting of the following persons : Count 
Garnot, Fouche, (Duke of Otranto) 
General Grenier, Caulaincourt (Duke 
of Vicenza) and Baron Quinette. 
. On the £2d June, the debates were 
opened by th€ delivery of the Declaration 
of Napoleon, of -which the following is a 
•opy; 

BONAPARTE'S DECLARATION TO THE FRENCH 
PEOPLE. 

Frenchmen t— In commencing war for main* 
taioiog the national independent*, I .rejied on 



the nnion of all efforts, of all wills, and the con- 
currence of all national authorities. I bad reason 
to hope for success, and I braved all the declara- 
tions of the Powers against me. Circumstance 
appear to me changed. 1 offer myself as a sacri- 
fice to the hatred of the enemies of France. May 
they prove sincere in their declarations, and have 
really directed them only against my power I 
My political life is terminated, and I proclsim . 
my son nnder the title of Napoleon II. Emperor 
of the French. The present Ministers will pro* 
visionally form the Council of" the Government. 
The interest which I take in my son induces me 
to invite the Chambers to form, without delay, 
the Regency by a law. Unite all for the public- 
safety, in order to remain ati independent natim. 
(Signer") Napoleon. 

The Duke of Otranto addressed the 
Assembly in a very energetic speech, in 
which he concluded by proposing that a 
council of five persons -should be appoint- 
ed, with instructions to them to treat 
with the Allies for the maintenance of the 
independence of the French nation. — M. 
Dupin followed. He stated, that the 
first duty of the House was to accept the 
resignation of Napoleon. 

After a very long and turbulent debate, 
the members already mentioned were 
elected to form the Provisional Govern- 
ment. On the following day, the 23d, 
M. Berenger moved, that the Provisional 
government should be declared collec- 
tively responsible. After considerable 
agitation and confusion, the sitting closed, 
with recognising the accession of Napo- 
leon IT. as Emperor of the French, and in- 
structing the new Provisional government 
to communicate forthwith with the Allies. 
The Debates in the House of Peers were 
nearly of the same kind, and had the 
same result. — Ney> the Prince of Moskwa, 
gave the following detail of the state of 
the. armies. 

Marshal Grouchy and the Duke ofDalmatia 
are not capable of assembling 60,000 men. It is 
impossible to assemble them on the line of the 
army of the north. Marshal Grouchy in particu- 
lar has nut been able to collect more than 7 or 
8000 men. The Duke of Dalmatia was not able 
to rally any troops at Rocroy, and the only 
means yon have of saving the country is to open * 
a negotiation. 

On this statement a long debate^nsued, 
in which no sort of blame was attempted 
tabe attributed »n *n V way, dtrectl? ©r 
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indirectly j. to Napoleon, or any of his 
generals ; and, on tl?e mclion of the 
Count de Punte Contant, the House re- 
solved^ that (he Resolutions of the House 
of Representatives be adopted, in which 
the war was declared National^ and the 
Tchole nation called upon to defend itself. 
During the debates in the Chamber of 
Representatives, the following most ener- 
getic speech was made by M. De la 
Fayette, that celebrated man, who has 
cut so distinguished a figure in thexause of 
liberty, from his first appearance in pub- 
lic life as Commander in Chief of the 
French Army or Armies, through the 
whole period of the French Revolution 
up to the present day ; 'during all which 
he has proved himself decidedly and con- 
clusively a true friend of liberty: — 
" Gentlemen, while for the first time for 
many years yon hear a voice which the 
old friends of liberty may yet recognize, 
I feel myself called upon to speak to you 
of the dangers of the country which you 
at present alone have the power of sav- 
ing. Sinister 4 reports have been spread; 
they arc unfortunately confirmed. This 
is the moment to rally round the old tri- 
coloared standard, that of 89, that of 
liberty, equality, and public order ; it is 
that alone which can protect us from fo- 
reign attacks and internal dissensions. 
Allow, Gentleman, a veteran ia that sa- 
cred cause, who was ever an enemy to 
faction, to submit to you some resolu- 
tions, which I flatter myself you will feel 
ihe necessity of adopting." 

Art. 1. The Chamber declares that the imfce- 
pendsnee of the nation is menaced. 

2. The Chamber declares its sittings perm** 
rent. All attempts to di-solve it shall be consi- 
dered high-treason ; ulioevcr shall render himself 
gnilty of such an attethpt shall be considered a 
traitor to his country, and condemned as such. 

3. The Army of the Line, the National Guard*, 
wts© have fought, and still tight, for the liberty, 
Ihe independence, and the territory of France, 
have merited weU of the country. 

These resolutions were carried in both 
house*. On the 24th; a letter was read 
in the House of Rep resentav Ives, from 
General Delangc. Announcing, that pro- 
posals had been made to him 4 hy Laroche 
Jacquelia, for a suspension <pf arms, to. 
enable bjift to communicate ,to< other Ven- 
('< an chiefs .." q. proposition for pacifying 
the country.''* ' Anothof letter was read 



from General Lemarque, dated 22d June, • 
in which he states, that he had u surprised 
u a large body of Vendeans, to the amount 
"of 18 or 50,000, near La Roche Ser- 
u vieres, routed them, and killed and 
" wounded between Yl and 1,500 men." 
The following decree was then proposed : 

" Art. I. The Government is authorised to 
secure, by means. of requisition, the subsistence 
of the armies and the transport of troops. 

" 2. "The Government will adopt such mea- 
sures aa to prevent and punish any abases mi the 
exercise of these requisitions. 

(Signed) Le Due d'OrirANTo, President/ 

On the 25th the Duke of Olranto com-* 
municated the following extract of the 
correspondence, received by the Minister 
of War during the 24th, relative to the 
operations of the armies : • 

Marshal Grouchy writes from Recroiy that ha ha* 
entered that place with £0,0o0 infantry t 5000 ca~ 
vatry y and a numerous artillery. The Duke of 
Dalmatia writes from Mezieres on the 19th June, 
that the entmy will be in three days before Loan ; 
that great disorders hare taken place ia ihe admi- 
nistration of the army; that there are a great 
number of fugitives, and that lie is doing every thing' 
in his power to repair the evil. A telegraphic Oia- 
patch of the 22d June, announces that the army of 
the Moselle icnt attacked in the nigkt, thai the ptsi 
of St. Jean kax rehired upon Forbach and St.JtxUd. 
Our army of the Alps has repulsed the enemy upon 
the bridge of La Grange^ and taken 150 prisoners. 
Nothing new in tlte army of the Eastern Pyrenutcs- 
The spirit of tlie department of ihe Gers appears to 
be ameitoratid. 

After a long debate, the following laws 
were passed against Agitators, and after- 
wards received the sanction of the senate 
and the Provisional government : 

Art. 1. The Commission of Government, ft* 
order to ensure public tranquillity, besides the 
m- euuesjndicated by Jaw, may order again** 
tho-e who shall be acensed of provoking or fa- 
vouring dt«turbanee*, <h«piaytng signs of rallying,, 
or other cdloara than 4he National ones, spreading 
ftl«e and alarming news, either being placed 
nnric-r snpeiin ten dance,* in a place dHfetesrt fravn 
their place of residence, or arreat without being 
obliged to fend them beforeaCoort of Law in flat 
period prescribed by the lam 

2. The present disposition shall only be exec 
cnted for two. mouths, at which time the indf 
viduals taken op or placed under superintendence 
shall be free, or scut, if necessary, before tfac 
Tribunals. 
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a Tkert shall be created in each of the Legis- 
lative Chambers a Ommittee^to which Hie com- 
plaints of individuals affected by the present law 
•ball be addressed. 

A decree was issued by the Provisional 
overiimetit, requiring, that u all the 
u young men of 1815 remaining of the 
v " lflO.,000 ordered to be levied on the Oth 
" of October,, 181,3, shall be immediately 
^placed in active service; 1 ' and by an 
. order of the Minister of War, all oiTicers 
uni soldiers belonging to the army of the 
north, then at Paris without leave of ab- 
sence, " are required to depart within 24 
" hoursj and proceed to Soissons, whence 
^ they will be directed to their respective 
Ci corps," under pain of being " conveyed 
" to the military prisons and their names 
" w delivered up to public censure." — Dur- 
ing this sitting, addresses were presented 
by the Parisian Federation, by the con- 
federated pupils of the Schools of Law and 
Medicine, and from the pupils of the Ly- 
ceum Napoleon, declaring that they put 
themselves under the orders of the Assem- 
bly, for the defence of the country. Ho- 
norable mention of these was made in the 
minutes. The following address of the 
Parisian Federation, will give an idea of 
the whole : — 

GtnlUtntn Rtprestntalives—Tlie country was 
threatened : tke Bretons, the Lvonoois, the Bur- 
gandiau*, confederated to repel our aggressors. 
Inspired by the same sentiments, the Parisians, 
who in all times have given the example of pa- 
triotism, immediately rose, and independently of 
the federations of St. Antoine and St. Marceau, 
the capital saw the Parisian federation formed in 
its bospsn. While oar armies were extended over 
our lines and were preparing for battle, the Pa- 
risian federation organised and fortified itself, 
and erected in the midst of the capital a redoubt, 
jyrliicU will bear its name, and which it Iim sworn 
4e defend. Great events have just broken out : 
greater perhaps are in preparation. The repre- 
sentatives of the nation cull to the defence of the 
jeonutry all Frenchmen capable of bearing arms. 
The Parisian federation has heard thia appeal : 
sJie Parisian federation presents ibelf in a body. 
Its-reekous among its members a great number 
of old soldiers of all ranks, artillery men and yoong 
and vobmt ciliaens, who all brum with the desire 
of advancing on the threatened points, and of 
striking the enemies of our independence. The 
Confederates aolicjt arms, a military organisation, 
and tire ubnintr of serving their country u&efntrv, 
whether on the frontiers, the heights, or in the 



interior of the capital, m order to watch over tke 
maintenance of order, which the tfcafiecfed 
would in vain endeavour to trouble. The Pari- 
sian federation is animated with an nnanimona 
wi*h : il knows no efforts beyond its zeal for the 
holy cause of liberty. t Its dearest hope iu mak- 
ing this solemn demand, is to be placed in ad* 
vauce, to prove immeiti.ttely by actions its 'devo- 
rcdnerfl and patriotism. The Members of tne 
Confederation, Car ret, President. 

Ch eh y, Treasurer. 

Qui net, Secretary* Gem 

PROCLAMATION BY THE GOVERNMENT COM- 
MISSION TO THE FRENCH PEOPLE. 

Parl% June 34. 
Frenchmen,— Within the period of a tew 
days glorious successes and a dreadful reverse 
have again agitated your destinies. A great sa« 
cr trice appeared, necessary to your peace and to 
that of the weild, and Napoleon abdicated the 
Imperial Power. His abdication forms the term 
of his political life. His son is proclaimed. Your 
new Constitution, whir It possesses as yet only 
good puuciples, is about to undergo its applica- 
tion, and even those principles ire arc to be pu- 
rified aud extended. There no longer e*ist 
powers jealous of e ch other. The . v pace is. free 
to the eulighteued patriotism of your Represen- 
tatives, and the Peers feel, think, aud vote as 
your mandatories. After tweuty-nve years of 
political tempests the moment I. as arrived when 
every thing wise and sublime that has beeu con- 
ceived respecting social institutions, may be per- 
fected in yours. Let reason aud genius speak* 
and from whatever side their voices may proceed 
they shall be heard. Plenipotentiaries have de- 
pal ted, iu order to treat in the name of the na- 
tion, and to negociate with the Powers of Europe 
that peace which they have promised on one con- 
dition, which is now fulfilled. The whole wot Id 
will, like you, be attentive to their reply. Their 
answer will make known whether justice and 
piomises are auy thing on earth. Frenchmen! 
be united; let all rally under circumstances of 
such great importance. Let tke civil discordf 
be appeased ; let distention be tileot at' this mo- 
ment io which the great, interests of nations are 
to be discussed. Be united frosn the North of 
France U the Pyrenees; from La Vendee to 
Marseilles. . Who is be, who, bom on the soil of 
France, whatever may be ms party, whatever 
his political opinions, will not range himself un- 
der the National Standard to defcud the Inde- 
pendence of the Country ? Armies may, in part, 
be destroyed ; but the experience of all ages, ami 
of aH nations, proves: tUat jin intrepid nation, 
combating for justice aud libeity cannot be dtp 
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stroyed. Tlie Emperor, in abdicating, has of- 1 accustomed to admire the sentiment* of 



fered himself as a sacrifice. The Members of the 
Government devote themselves in accepting from 
Representatives the reins of Ike State. 
(Signed) The Duke of Otrakto, President. 
T. Bkrmer, Secretary, &c. 

Thus, according to the last accounts re- 
* reived, is situated the great empire of 
France. Napoleon has abdicated in fa- 
vour of his so n^ who is the present sove- 
reign, acknowledged as such by the repre- 
sentatives of the French nation. The 
Allied Powers declared 1, solemnly, iu the 
face of Europe and of the world, that their 
_ object in going to war, was to remove Bo- 
naparte from power. He is removed from 
the throne, and is become a private citi- 

* sen. What more do they want ? They 
abjured all idea of interfering with the in- 
ternal government of France. We shall 
see now whether they were sincere or not. 
For my part, I still think, as I have al- 
ways thought, that it is a war not against 
this man, or that man, but against liberty 
and independence. The allies will shew 
at once by their conduct, whether this is 
the case. If it is, Louis will be again 

* placed upon the throne. How long he 
will continue there, will remain yet to be 
*een. But, at all events, the scenes which 
have lately occurred, without the least po- 
pular commotion, and which appear likely 
to occur, form one of the most extraordi- 

' nary instances of sudden change, from one 
extreme to another, that has ever taken 

* place in the annals of the human race. If 
the French nation are sincere in their wish 
for liberty and independence, the allied 

- armies, not even with the assistance of 
Lord Castlereagh, who is said to be on 
the point of again displaying his diplomatic 
talents in a new sphere, will be unable to 
conquer thirty millions of people, animated 
by a love of freedom, and a hatred of their 
former oppressors. Success against such 
a cause would be morally and physically 
impossible. If, however, the Bouibons 
are restored, and the dreadful work of 
slaughter, which our corrupt newspapers 
recommend, is indeed to be commenced 
on all the actors in the late scenes in 



indignation and horror professed by the 
Times writer against the alledged cruelties 
of the Jacobins, read the following extract 
from that paper, of Friday, and rhen ask 
themselves, who are the4nost deserving of 
the epithets of wretches, savages, an*l 
murderers ? "A weak and timid wish tp> 
" spare the effusion of blood at Fontaine- 
44 bleau has caused the etiusion of ten, 
44 times as much blood at Ligny and Wa- 
44 terloo. A visionary hope of conciliat- 
44 ing the ferocious soldiery and unprinci- 
44 pled Jacobins of lai is has afforded them 
44 the means of concerting a treason the 
44 most disgraceful to the age. Let us a.t 
44 least profit by this sad. experience. Let 
44 us turn the unparalleled valour of Wa- 
44 terloo to a beneficial account. To thin]t 
44 of reforming a Carnot, or a Caulaim- 
44 court, is the height of folly : to ima- 
44 gine that we can tame the ferocity of 
44 Bonaparte's savages of the Imperial 
44 Guaid is no less absurd. Every indi? 
44 vidual thai has taken an active pari in 
44 this perfidious ami atrocious rebellion^ 
44 must be brought under the due coercion 
44 of the lavb. Not to make some exam- 
4,4 pies of severity among such a horde of 
44 criminals would be to condemn the rir- 
44 tuous to a certainty of renewed and 
44 cruel persecution* To compound with 
44 the traitors would be a death-blow to 
44 loyalty. We are happy to believe that 
44 the King of France has adopted a firm 
44 and decisive line of conduct. The weak 
44 and. temporising councils by which he 
44 was induced to load the ungrateful with 
44 honours, and to exempt the guilty from 
44 punishment, have, at length, lost their 
44 weight and influence. The King, in 
44 re-entering France has acted from the 
44 energy of his own mind, and that 
44 energy will teach him that it is as much 
44 his duty to protect and encourage the 
44 loyal, as it is to coerce and punish the 
44 seditious. We earnestly hope he will be 
44 supported in a just and discriminating 
44 firmness by all the Allies. We hope 
44 that no Sovereign will interpose between 
44 him and the leaders of the Rebellion, to 
44 screen the latter from the punishment 
France, humanity will have gained little j 44 they so richly merit. Lei not a band 0/ 
by the cessation of war, the horrors of 44 murderers escape^ because they have 
which will only have been transferred from 44 the audacity to style themselves a Com- 
the held of battle to the platform of the 44 mittee of Government. Hitherto these 



executioner. Let those who have been 



" wretches and their accomplices hare, 
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u been able at once to corrupt and toi army under Dumourier, it excited terror 
oppress the French nation ; now the\ and confusion through the camp. Every 



« sword is broken in their hands, let us 
" not leave them the means of acquiring 
** new weapons to our own destruction, 
<{ and that of civilised society." — Times 
of 30th June, 1815. 

Since writing the above, Paris Papers 
■of Monday have arrived, in which it is 
stated, that " Napoleon is gone to Havre, 
44 where he is to embark for England, 
44 accompanied by Prince Jerome, Prince 
u Joseph, a first Equerry, a first Cham- 
4i berlain, and two Valets de Chambre." 
If this step has real ly been taken, it need not 
surprise any one if" it is the prelude to the 
restoration of the Bourbons to the throne 
qf France, Thanks to the vanity, the 
contemptible vauity of Napoleon, and the 
fickle disposition of the French people, 
for so unlooked for a change. 

Invasion of France. 

Mr. Cobbett. — Those who consider 
the late disaster of Napoleon a prelude to 
the submission of the French people to 
the yoke of the Bourbous, seem to forget 
the events, of a similar nature, which have 
occurred since the beginning of the revo- 
lution. During the first campaign in the 
Netherlands, the French General Biren 
-was on the eve of attacking the Austrians 
at Mons, with an army already flushed 
with victory, and which made the air re- 
sound with shouts of " victory or death." 
In a moment it was seized with a panic; 
the whole was thrown into confusion ; 
the Austrians commenced the attack ; the 
republicans were forced to retreat with 
immense loss, and only escaped entire an- 
nihilation by a detachment, under Ge- 
neral Rochainbeau, coming to their relief. 
— Notwithstanding this disaster, it is well 
known that the French very soon after 
drove their assailants from the field. When 
General Dumourier was obliged to retreat 
before the Prussians, he sent orders to 
General Chazot, whom he had detached 
with about 10,000 men from the main 
body of his army, to join him. This divi- 
sion on its march fell in with 1500 Prus- 
sians, which they took for the advanced- 
guard of Clairfayt's army. Disorder im- 
mediately pervaded the ranks ; they threw 
jdown their arms and fled in all directions. 
Intelligence of this having reached the 



one cried out he was betrayed ; the army 
became disorganized; flight ensued, and 
it was not till they had reached the gates 
of Paris, that the runaways were convinc- 
ed they were in safety. All the world 
knows how soon these same fugitives com- 
pelled the Prussians to fly before them. 
The battle of Jcmappe, which decided 
the fate of Flanders in November 1792, 
was followed by a similar occurrence-. 
After the Austritfns fled to Mons, Du- 
mourier sent two brigades to occupy tho 
suburbs of that place. On their march, 
the advanced guard was seized with a 
panic, from a strange apprehension that 
the Austrians had undermined the ground 
over which they were marching. - Terror 
and disorder ensued, which having com- 
municated to the Test, the two brigades 
fell back upon the main army, by which 
the Austrians gained time to effect their 
retreat in safety. Shortly after this, 
however, we find the same troops that 
had discovered so ill grounded a fear, 
driving the Austrians before them, and' 
possessing themselves of Brussels. — — 
Mauy other instances could be added of 
the same description ; but these &re suffi- 
cient to shew, that that sort of disaster, 
which led to the retreat of Napoleon, will 
not Justify the opinion, now industriously 
propagated, that France has been sub- 
dued, and that the allied armies may pro- 
ceed, without interruption, to Paris. Is 
the discussions, which have taken place 
in the Senate and Legislative body, re- 
specting the elevation of Napoleon's son. 
to the Imperial dignity, the most decided 
hostility appeared against the family of 
the Bourbons. If, as it is said, the Bri- 
tish army have marched into France with 
Louis XVIII. at their head, nothing more 
will be wanting to open the eyes of the • 
French to the plans now forming to re- 
place that unfortunate personage on the 
ihroce; no other stimulus will be ne- 
cessary to rouse the nation, as it was 
roused in the early part of the revolu- 
tion, to resist all attempts to impose a 
government so hostile to its feelings, and 
so much at variance with the true interests 
and glory of France. 

But it will be said, that the near ap- 
proach of the allies to Paris, precludes all 
idea of any resistance which the French 
people can offer, being successful It i* 
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very true^ that the British and Prussian 
armies are now considerably advanced 
into France ; but it is equally true, that 
the enemies of France possessed the same 
advantages in 1792, and yet were obliged 
to retreat. u The enemy is at the gates 
u of Paris. Verdun, which lies in his 
",way, cannot hold out longer than eight 
* c days." — This was "the state of affairs at 
that period, a but the citizens who de- 
<c fend it (Vefdun) have sworn that they 
cc will perish rather than surrender it." 
Tfcey were faithful to' their oaths, and 
the invaders were driven back. — The only 
doubt . remaaiing in my mind is, that the 
people of France are not so ardent in 
4tye cause of freedom as they were in 
1792. So much has beei) done to fami- 
liarize them with royally, to impress 
their minds with the importance of a 
constitutional monarchy, and to fascinate 
them with the vain and gaudy trappings of 
an Imperial dynasty, t hit* if they again 
revert to the reign of despotism aud priest- 
craft, they wilj only have themselves 
to blame for the melancholy change. 
Napoleon has always possessed a? great 
share of my esteem and respect. But I 
never could forget the violence he offered 
to liberty, when he seized upon the go- 
Ternment, under the name of " First 
Consul." It was the first step towards ex- 
tinguishing public sjririt; What followed 
served only to benumb the faculties, and 
, to prepare France for the re- establishment 
of that system, which it had co^t Jier so 
many years of suffering to get rid of. — 
Why did not Napoleon, at once, renounce 
the imperial dignity, and return to those 
principles which were the cause of his 
early good fortune, and which procured 
him more real and substantial glory than 
he ever derived from the imperial bauble? 
Had he done this, France would have 
been saved ; had he resumed the endearing 
name aud title of " General Bonaparte, 
Commander of the armies of the Repub- 
lie" he would, indeed, have deserved 
well of his country; he would have drawn 
all parties around him. The very sound 
-would have appalled the tyrants of the 
earth, and little more would have been 
necessary to ensure the triumph of liberty. 
But* no — he abdicates only in favour of 
his son, whom he desires to be proclaimed 
by th$ regal title of Napoleon HI — Alas ! 
this very son is a branch of that house 
yhich has taken the nibst decided part 



against France ever since she declared for 
independence. What sort of Ideas of 
Jreedom can this child form, under the 
tutelage of a daughter of the House of 
Austria? — Where are the hylacon days, 
which Frenchmen had a r^ght to look for 
under a free representative governnierit, 
when such prospects as these seem to opeu 
before them ? — The contemplation is 
gloomy indeed. Still, I am free to ac- 
knowledge, that I would rather prefer the 
reign of Napoleon the lid, with all its 
disadvantages, to that of the Bourbons, 
The former has the semblance, at least, 
of being the choice of the nation. The 
latter has been twice expelled, and if he 
is again restored, it must be by the sword, 
a mode of erecting a government at all 
times hostile to the legitimate rights of the 
people, and subversive df the true prin- 
ciples of liberty. 

Aristides. 



British Political Objects. 

SIr-Cobbett. — The policy of the Bri- 
tish government, as well with- respect to its 
own domestic interests, as to those of 
foreign relations, should be to nurture, to 
extend, and to establish the cause of ra- 
tional liberty. What has given t6 the 
British realms the transcendant authority, 
and the vast political resources they pos- 
sess, but the popular and liberal institu- 
tions of the legislature by which they afe 
governed. If reference be had to the best 
periods of the Assyrian, the Egyptian, the 
Grecian, and the Roman governments, it 
will be found that the high renown and 
distinction of these several states, arose 
from the liberty enjoyed by the people, 
by the recognition of inherent civic rights*, 
and by the mutual confidence tha"t sub- 
sisted between the governing ana*', the 
governed. The moment that intrigue*, 
and despotic artifice reared their baneful 
sceptre, and gained the ascendancy of 
public virtue, all the political advantages 
of those wise institutions were practically 
lost, and delapidation and ruin marked the 
fatal effects of such deplorable aberratloii 
from sound policy. ^ Evil communica- 
tions corrupt good mannerrs," is a maxiih 
that has the sanction of holy writ, and rf 
it were pot there recorded, it is incessanthr 
proving in the individual and national 
intercourse df men. It is un&otibttfdl^ 
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tbepolicy and interest of governmentssimi. 
larly constituted, to co-operate in each 
others plans of procedure, and not to at- 
tempt the solecism of reconciling ili prac- 
tice "What is radically and irreconcilably 
different in principte. Agreeably to this 
rule of policy, the British government 
should be anxious to conciliate the good 
opinion, and prefer the alliance of kin- 
dred forms of legislature, if any such 
there are, and not for purposes of tempo- 
rary power, or for objects Unworthy of ah 
independent nation, enter into any poli- 
tical compacts with powers that have no- 
thing in them at all congenerous; nay, 
that found their schemes of authority, and 
strength on principles of tyranny, at utter 
variance with British liberty. Is it pos- 
sible that any benefit can accrue to real 
British interests, by cultivating friendly 
and corifidental relations with States that 
have not the slightest affinity with the 
constitutional liberty of Great Britain ? 
In what points of sound policy can nations, 
governed by principles of liberty and 
slavery, faithfully concur? Jf mutual sin- 
cerity exists in their engagements, must 
they not make mutual sacrifices of their 
respective systems for the benefit of these 
engagements { and if that be the case, how 
3s the cause of liberty furthered by the 
alliance, and what practical benefit is 
likely to result to the enslaved nation, who 
sees that professions of liberty are not so 
unbending but they may be made to ac- 
cord with the habitual objects of avowed 
despotism ? The intercourse is unnatural 
and necessarily tends mutually to vitiate 
and injure the contracting parties, without 
a chance of advancing the political virtue 
Of either. In this view of the hurtful dis- 
cordancy, that must arise in the alliance 
of governments essentially differing in 
political principles, arid practice, is it not 
an anxious consideration for Britons to 
ascertain what possible good can result to 
. the British nation, by pledging its blood 
and treasure for objects that might coun- 
tenance and protect despotic governments, 
but cannot possibly benefit ar liberal and 
popular system of legislation ? In the 
exact proportion in which the despotic 
allies of. Great Britain have their terri- 
torial possessions, and political powers en- 
creased by any compact into which they 
may enter with tie government of this 
gauntry, must the real interests, and even 



political security of that country, be dimi- 
nished and endangered. Where unre- 
strained despotism exists, rational libertjf 
can have no secure abode. Overtly of 
covertly, the machinations of tyranny af& 
incessantly directed against popular freei 
dom, inasmuch as the* one is totally ia^ 
compatible with the other. As liberty 
and tyranny, therefore, cannot co-exist^ 
how is it that they can be associated ift. 
alliance for any vindicable object ? Ty^- 
ranny never lends its aid to liberty, and 
liberty disdains to assist the cause of 
tyranny. All alliance, then, obtaining 
between sucu opposite systems, Is not 
less reprehensible in principle th&nL 
sooner or later, ruinous in practice. It 
is tery natural and perhaps even com* 
mendable, agreeably to the existing sys- 
tem, for Russia to seek the aid of alliance 
from all the European States founded on a 
similar scheme of government, but With 
what consistency can that, and otheir 
kindred states, ask co-operation from the 
British nation, knowing that their systems 
of government are So widely different'? 
What is there in common between thfi 
Russian and German governments, and 
that of Great Britain. The two former 
are founded on the sole will of the per- 
sonal sovereign, excluding from all con- 
sideration the political rights of the 
people ; the latter constitutionally rests 
on a strict representative system, in 
which tht people are acknowledged to 
be every thing, and that without them 
there can be nothing. " What interests, 
legitimately or consistently associated, 
can the government of Great Britain 
seek in conjunction with its present allies, 
in waging hostilities against France. I The 
French have proclaimed, and are now seek- 
ing the establishmeot of national liberty and 
independence. These privileges have been 
bottomed on a representative system of 
government, comprehending, with but a 
few exceptions, the most important ad<* 
vantages of a free and an enlightened 
form of legislation. Its ground work is 
not dissimilar to that of the English Cob-. 
strtotion. Does not this circumstance, 
as well as its generic character of civil li- 
berty, naturally assort it with British 
views, and should it not as naturally se- 
cure it British amity and protection ? Is 
not the prosperity of French liberty fa- 
vou/able to all that «-excelleatioil»cony 
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siitutional charter of Great Britain; and 
would not the destruction of the pue en- 
danger the safety of the other? Is it pos- 
sible to -uppose that the genuine spirit of 
the British constitution can be embattled 
against France, in opposition td her es- 
tablishing a similar form of government? 
Were the British people truly represented 
in Parliament, as prescribed by the con- 
stitutional law of the land, would it be 
possible to sanction a war against French 
liberty and independence by legislative 
provisions for its support? Frencn li- 
berty is only dangerous to despotic states ; 
its tendency should awaken no apprehen- 
sion in the British government ; it will be 
more likely to justify and confirm the 
constitutional excellencies of that govern- 
ment, than at all to invade or undermine 
them. Great Britain atd America should 
be earnest in their devotion to the ame- 
liorated state of French government ; they 
should regard it as another important link 
in the chain of power, that promises ulti- 
mately to extend and establish the Influ- 
ence of political liberty over the habita- 
ble world. The prejudices, habits, and 
ignorance of national slavery must gra- 
dually give way to an enlightening system 
of education, before the example of legis- 
lative liberty, constitutionally provided 
for in England, America, and France, 
can become as universal as it is necessary 
to the wants and happiness of mankind. 
A TnuE B&iTOtf. 



On the Term Petition. 

Mr. Cobbett. — The admirable obser- 
vations, recently made in his place in the 
House of Commons, by Sir Francis Bur- 
dett, in the memorable instance of pre- 
senting the Westminster Petition against 
the present war, are well adapted to en- 
lighten the British people in the genuine 
political quality of a constitutional peti- 
tion/ It is quite clear, what, in the fram- 
ing of that privilege, must have been de- 
signed by it ; but the choice of the term 
, for claiming that right is not correctly 
significant of its real import. To petition, 
literally means, to pray, to supplicate, to 
• beg. How is this servile cringiug attitude 
of spirit consistent with the moral power 
and freedom of requiring, of demanding, 
of insisfwg, on an indefeasible right ? 



Where are the respective authority and 
dependence existing, which would warrant 
the representative office of the House of 
Commons in saying, that the representa- 
tive possesses a power to which the repre- 
sented ztq so subjected that they cannot 
be either relieved, or discharged from its 
obligations, but by the sort of favour that 
may be shewn to humility of petitioning 
or praying. Does either the principle or 
practice of social liberty recognise a feel- 
ting so abject, so mendicating, as that 
which would rather crouchingly suppli- 
cate, than sternly demand an unquestion- 
able right? There cannot be two opinions 
with regard to the superior power of the 
represented to that of the representing; 
t\e former possesses the original and im- 
mutable right; the latter has only the 
exercise of its delegated authority, and to 
which it can have no moral claim longer 
than it be merited by a faithful and ade- 
quate execution of the duties imposed. 
The right of domineering and dictating 
cannot be vindicated by atiy provisions in 
the chartered liberties of the British 
realms, on the part of the representative 
towards the represented ; and, of course, 
under no circumstances whatever, can 
the people be justly degraded to the 
low state of petitioning as a boon 
what they may demand as a right. All 
applications to Parliament may not be ad- 
missible; the propriety of them is justly 
subjected to the corrective wisdom of the 
House ; yet, in as far as the objects of 
such applications were held to be war- 
rantable, they are entitled to the most 
ample consideration; not because they 
are couched in servile language, bnt be- 
cause they are presented as a remon- 
strance against either a real or supposed 
grievance. To talk of denying references 
to the legislature, in the independent 
tone of acknowledged complaint, and of 
prescribing to it the language of mendi- 
city, to entitle it to any reception at all, 
is surely to invert the order of moral 
authority.; it is to obliterate and eclipse 
the real source of power by rendering the 
delegated every thing, and the delegating 
nothing. The hackneyed forms of par- 
liamentary petitions, the gradations of 
favour assigned to them, in proportion as 
they attain or fall short of what is re- 
garded as the standard measure of deco- 
rous servility; and the unreserved flip- 
pancy with which they 4re either, in <&$ 
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first instance rejected, or, if received, 
frnaHy overlooked and forgotten, are 
among the worst effects of a degenerated 
system of British representation. . When 
4he people know their true political rights, 
and dignities, and confer them only where 
they will be faithfully administered for 
their true benefit, it will then be under- 
stood that the style of communicating 
with the legislature will not be in terms 
so debased as to assume the character of 
either a petition, a prayer, or a supplica^ 
tion, but as a demand- or remonstrance, 
according to the circumstances of redress 
or correction sought to be obtained. The 
word petition ought, therefore, to be ex- 
punged from the legislative vocabulary, 
.it should hare no meaning in national po- 
litics. What may be justly required by 
a British people, should be constitution- 
ably demanded, whether it be in the way 
of instruction, for the amelioration of the 
State, or in that of remonstrance, for the 
correction of alledged abases of delegated 
/authority. The right of the British pub- 
lic to denumd of the legislature redress 
of wrongs, or to remonstrate with it 
against any affirmed inaccuracies of con- 
duct, cannot be denied. — If either the 
demand or remembrance should be well 
founded, it will be entitled to the fullest 
acquiescence on the part of* the legisla- 
ture ; if it should be imaginary and er- 
roneous, it stiir deserves to be treated 
with all the respect due from the delegated 
to the delegating authority, and in no 
base to be contumaciously rejected as 
unworthy of notice. The right of the 
people constitutionally, that is peacefully, 
' to call on the Government to do justice 
to the public, when 1 it may suppose itself 
unjustly treated, is one of the most vital 
privileges of the liberty of the land, and, 
" to be consistent with its own indepeud- 
; ence aud dignity, should be always de- 
clared in language of resolute firmness 
and of determined authority. 

Censor. 



No.n. 

Historical Notices op tpe Wa$ op 
England, Austria, Russia, Prussia, 
Denmark, Sweden, Holland, Sar- 
dinia, tuk Pope, Na>les, Sitlci, 



Spain, Portugal, Bavaria, Wur- 
temberg, &c. &c.; with an army 
of One Million and Eleven Thou- 
sand Regular Soldiers, against 
Napoleon and France. 



The following, as appears from the 
French official accounts, was the result 
of the battle of the 16th inst. to which 
they hare given the name of the " Battle 
of Ligny-Under-Fleureus*" 

At half-past nine o'clock we liadl 40 pieces of 
caunou, several carriages, colours, and prisoners, 
and the enemy sought safety in a precipitate re* 
treat. At 10 o'clock the battle was finished, and 
we fonud ourselves roasters of all the field of bat* 
tie. General Lntzowj a partisan, was taken pri- 
soner. The; prisoners assure us, tout Field-Mar* 
slial Blucher was wounded. The flower of the 
Prussian army was destroyed in this battle. Its 
loss could not he less than 15,000 men. OnrTs 
was 3000 killed aud wounded. On the left. 
Marshal Ney had marched on Quatre Bras with 
a division, which cut in pieces au English divi- 
sion which was stationed there ; but being at- 
tacked by the Prince of Orange with $5,000 
men, partly English, partly Hanoverians in the 
pay of England, lie retired upon his position at 
Prasnes. There a multiplicity of combats took 
place; the enemy obstinately endeavoured to 
force it, but in vain. The Duke of Elchingea 
waited for the 1st corps, which did not arrive 
till night ; lie confined himself to maintaining hit 
position. In a square, attacked by the 9th regi- 
ment of curassiers, the colours of the 69th regi« 
ment of English infantry fell iuto our hands. 
The Duke of Brunswick was killed. The Prince 
of Orange has been wounded. We are assured 
that the enemy had many personages and Gene* 
rals of note killed or wounded ; we estimate the 
loss of the English at from 4 or 5000 men ; our's 
on this side was very considerable, it amounts to 
4,200 killed or wounded. The combat ended 
with the approach of night. Lord Wellington 
then evacuated Quatre Bras, and proceeded to 
Genappe. In the morning of the i7th, the Em- 
peror repaired to Quatre Bras, whence he inarch- 
ed to attack the English army : he drove it to 
the entrance of the forest of Soignes with the 
left wing and the reserve. The right wing ad* 
vancrd by Sombref, in pursuit of Field-Marshal 
Blucher, who was going towards Wavre, where 
he wished fo take a position. At 10 tfdotk ja 
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4he evening, the English army occupied .Mount 1 
fit. Jean willies centre, «nd was in position be- 
-ftrethe fomt of Soiene: it woaUhave required 
Ihree h/tur* la attack it, we were tlterefore 
obliged to postjione/it till tl»e next day* The 
head-quarter* of the Emperor were established 
at the farm of Cailloii, near Planchenort. The 
rain fell in. torrent-. Thus on the J 6th, the left 
Ving, the right, and the reserve, were equally 
engaged, at a distance of about two leagues. 

Rattle of Mount St. Jean.— At 9 in the 
'thnrniuz the tain having somewhat abated, the 1st 
corps put itself in motion, and placed itself with 
the left on the road to Bru»scU, and opposite the 
village of Mount St. Jean, which appeared the 
[ centre of the enemy's portion. The second 
iCWp* leant iu ri«ht upon the road to Brussels, 
.and its left upon a small wood within cannon 
•hot pt the English army. The cuirassiers were 
_iu. reserve tn-niod, ami the guards in reserve 
,apon the. h*i^t> The sixth corjw, with the 
.cavaUy of General d'Aumont, under the order of 
^CoMit LoMB,.wa» destined to proceed in rear 
of our ii'ihtt to oppose a Prussian corps, which 
[•ppeared to have escaped Marshal Grouchy, and 
*to juteml to tall upon our right flauk,au intention 
.wlrch had keen made known to hs by our re* 
.ports and by the letter of a Prussian General, 
..inclosing »•> older of battle, and which was taken 
/by.oui light troops. The troops were full of ar- 
.jdoar. We estimated the force of the English 
..army at 80,000 men. We supposed that the 
r PruNW*n corps which might be in line towards 
t.tUe light might be 15,000 men. The enemy 2 * force 
t iie.u was upwards of 90,000 wen. Oar's less nu* 
aneroua. At noon, all the preparations being 

Aewuinated, Prince Jeiome, commanding a di- 

ari,ton nf the second oorpa, and destined to form 
, the extreme left of it, advanced npon the wood 
,4>f which the enemy occupied a part w The cam 
, joonade began* The enemy supported with SO 
*..j»ieces of cannon the troops he had sent to keep 
, (the wood. We made also on our side dispositions 
, <>f artillery. At one o'clock Prince Jerome was 
* waster of all the, wood* and the whole Eeg&di 

Army fell back behind a curtain. Count d'Erlon 

then attacked the village ©I' Mount St. Jean, and 
. supported his attack with b*0 piece* of caunetf, 
, which roust have occasioned great loss Iq the 

£uglish army. Ail the efforts were made to- 
c words the ridge. A brigade of Use first division 

of Count d'Erlon took the village of Mount Sr. 

Jean ; a second brigade was cbaiged by a corps 
. of Engli h c^vaity, which occasioned it much 
t loss. At the sanijC momen.t a. division of English 

its right, and disorganised several pieces; but 



the cuirassiers of General Miihand charged that 
divisiou, tliree regiments of which were broken 
and- cut np. It was three to the afternoon. The 
Emperor made the guard advance to plane ti in 
the plain npon the ground which the first corps 
trad occupied at the outset of the battle ibis 
corn* being already m advance. The Proe- 
siao drrision; whose movement had been rors> 
seen, then engaged with the light troops of Count 
Lobau, spreading its ire npon oor whole right 
flank. It was expedient, before undertaking 
any thing elsewhere, to wait for the event of this 
attack. Hence, aHthe means in reserve were 
cavalry charged the battery of Count d'Erlon by 
ready to succour Count Lobau, and overwhelm 
the Prussian corps when it should be advanced. 
This done, the Emperor had the deaigu of lead- 
ing an attack upon the village of Mount St. Jea». 
from which wc expected decisive success ; but 
by a movement of impatience, so frequent in oor 
military annals, and which bas often been so fatal 
to us, the cavalry of reserve having perceived a 
retrograde movement made by tire English to 
shelter themselves from our batteries, from 
which they had suffered so mueb, crowned the 
heights of Motfut St. «|ean, and charged the in- 
fantry. This movement, which, made in time, ami 
supported by the reserves, must have decided . 
the day, made in an isolated manner, and before 
affairs on the right were terminated, became fa- 
tal. Havinguo means of countermanding it, the 
enemy shewing many masses of cavatry and in- 
fantry, and our two division* of cuirassiers being 
engaged, all our cavalry, ran at the same momeiit 
to support their Comrades. There, for three 
hours, numerous charges were made, which ena- 
bled us to penetrate several squares, and to take 
mx standards of the light infantry, an advautaga 
ont of proportion with the loss which our cavalry 
experienced by the grape shot and musket firing. 
It was impossible to dispose of our reserves of 
infantry until we had repulsed the flank attack 
of the Prussian corps. This attack always pro* 
longed itself perpendicularly upon our right 
(lank. The Emperor sent thither General Du- 
hesme with the young guard, and several batteries 
of reserve* The enemy was kept in check, re- 
pulsed, and fell back— he had exhausted his 
forces, aud we had nothing more to tear. -It 
was this moment that was indicated for an at- 
tack upou the centre of the enemy. As the 
cuirassiers suffered by the grape -shot, we scut 
four battalions of the middle guard to protect 
the cuirassiers, keep the position, and, if possible 
disengage, and draw back into the plain a part 
Of our cavalry. Two other battalions were sent 
to keep themselves m potmce upon the extreme 
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left of tine division, which had manoeuvred upon 
onr flanks,, in order not to have any uneasiness on 
that hide—- the rest was disponed in reserve, part 
to ocenpy ihe pot ence in rear of Mount St. Jean, 
pnrt upon the ridge in rear of the field of bat- 
tie. which formed our position of retreat. — 
In this stale ot affair* the battle was gained; we 
occupied al) the positions which the enemy oc- 
cupied at the outset of the battle : onr cavalry 
having been too soon and ill employed, we could 
to longer hope for decisive success ; but Marshal 
Grouchy, having learned the movement of the 
Prossiau corps, marched npdn the rear of that 
corps, which insured ns a signal success for next 
day. After eight hours fire and charges of in- 
fantry and cavalry, all the army saw with joy the 
battle gained, and the field of battle in our power. 
At half-after eight o'clock, the fonr battalions of 
the middle guard, who had been sent to the ridge 
on tke other side of Mount St. Jean, in order to 
support the cuirassier;*, being greatly annoyed 
by the grape-shot, endeavoured to carry the bat- 
teries with the bayonets At the end of the 
day, a charge directed against their flank by se- 
veral English squadrons put them in disorder. 
The fugitives recrossed the ravin. Several regi- 
' nents near at hand seeing some troops belonging 
to the guard in confusion, believed it was the old 
gnard, and in conseque^ne were thrown into* dis- 
order. Criet of all is Zo*f, ike guard is driven 
hack, were beard on every side, The soldiers 
pretend even that on many points ill-disposed 
persons cried out, satire qui pent. However this 
may be, a complete panic at. once spread itself 
throughout tlve whole field of kittle, and they 
threw themselves in the greatest disorder 6n the 
line of communication; soldiers, cannoneers, 
caissons, all pressed to this point ; the old guard, 
which was in reserve, was infected, and was itself 
hurried along. In an instant, the whole army 
was nothing bnt a mass of confusion ; all the sol- 
diers of all arms were mixed pcl-mel, and it was 
utterly impossible to rally a, single corps. The 
enemy, who perceived this astonishing confusion, 
immediately attacked with their cavalry, and in- 
creased the disorder, and such was the confnsion 
owing to night coming on. that it was impossible 
to rally the troops, and point out to them their 
error. Tims a battle terminated, a day of fa^e 
mancenvres rectified, the greatest success insured 
for the next day, all was lost by a moment of 
panic terror. Even ihe squadrons ot service, 
drawn up by the side of the Emperor, were over- 
thrown and disorganised by these thmnltnoos 
waves, and there was then nothing else to be done 
but to follow the torrent. The paries of reserve, 



the baggage which had not repasted the Samfcrty 
in <hort, every thing that was on the field of bat- 
tle, remained in the power of the enemy, ft was* 
impossible to wait for the troops on onr right * 
every one knows what the: bravest army in tfrfr 
worn! is when thus mixed and thrown 4nto cm*-* 
fusion, and when its organisation no langttr exists* 
The Emperor crossed the Sambre at Chartered 
at five o'clock in the morning of the l9th. PfchV 
lipeville and Avetnes'have been given as the 
points of re-union. v Prince Jerome, GencraT 
Morand, and other Generals have there already* 
rallied a part of the army. Marshal Grencbyv 
with Ihe corps on the right, is moving on ttar 
Lower Sambre. The loss of the enemy meat 
have been very great, if we may judge from toe» 
number of standards we have taken from them; 
and from the retrogade movements which be 
made;— oofs cannot be calculated till after the 
troops shall have been collected.— Before the 
disorder brnjee out, we had already experienced 4 
very considerable loss, particularly in otircnvafry; 
so fatally, though so bravely encaged. — Notwitte 
standing these losses, this brave cavalry eon* 
stantly kept the position it had taken from ttie 
English, and only abandoned it when Hie tumult* 
and disorder of the field of battle forced ir. hi 
the midst of the night, and the obstacles whidl 
encumbered their route, it cOnld ri«t preserve it* 
own organisation. The artillery has as psnat* 
covered itself with glory. The carriages belong* 
ing to the head-quarters remained in their otdl* 
nary position; no retrograde movement bein£ 
judged necessary. In the course of the night 
they fell into the enemy's hands. Such has been 
the is*ne of the battle of Mount St. Jean, glorion* 
for the French armies, and yet so fatal. 



PRUSSIAN ACCOUNT OF THE BATTLE OF 
THE 18TH. 

At break of day the Prussian army Again began 
to move. The 4th and 2d corps marched by St 
Lambert, where they were to take a position', 
covered by the forest, near Frichemont, to take 
the enemy in the rear, when the moment should 
appetur favourable. The first corps was to ope* 
rate by Ohaim on the right flank of the enemy. 
The third corps was to follow slowly, in order to 
afford succour in case of need. The battle began 
abont ten o'clock in the morning,. The English 
army occupied the heights of Mont $>t. Jean^ 
that of the French was on the heights before 
Plachenoit ; t'lie former aboot 80,000 strong"; 
the enemy had above 130,000. In a short time, 
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the battle became general along .tbe whole line 
It seems that Napoleon had the design to throw 
the left wing upon the centre, and thus to t fleet 
the separation of tbe English army from the 
Prussian, which lie believed to he retreating 
upon Maastricht. For this purpose, be bad 
placed the greatest part of his reserve in the 
centre, against his right wing, and upon this point 
lie attacked with fury The cnglish army fought 
with a valour which it is impossible to surpass. 
The repeated charges of the Old tinard were 
baffled Try the intrepidity of the Scotch regi- 
ment* ; and at every charge the French cavalry 
was overthrown by the English cavalry. But the 
superiority of tbe enemy in numbers were too 
great ; Napoleon continnally brought forward 
considerable masses, and with whatever firmness 
the English troops maintained themselves in their 
position, it was not possible bnt that such heroic 
exertions must have a limit. It was half past 
four o'clock. The excessive difficulties of the 
passage by the defile of St. Lambert had consider- 
ably retarded the march of the Prussian columns, 
so that only two brigades of the fourth corps had 
arrived at the covered position assigned to them. 
Tbe derisive moment was come ; there was not 
an imtaut to be lost. The Generals did not 
suffer it to escape. They resolved immediately 
to begin the attack with the troops which they 
had at baud. General Bulow, tberefoie, with 
two brigades and a corps of cavalry, advanced 
rapidly upon the rear of the enemy's right wing. 
The enemy did not lose his presence of mind ; 
he instantly tnrned his reserve against 11*, and a 
murderous conflict began on that side. The com- 
bat remained long uncertain, while the battle of the 
English Army still continued with the same vio- 
lence. Towards six o'clock in the evening, we 
received the news that General Thielman with 
the third corps, was attacked near Wavre by a 
very considerable corps of the enemy, and that 
they were already disputing tbe possession of the 
jown. The Field Marshal, however, did not 
suffer himself to be disturbed by this news ; it 
was on tbe spot where he was, and no where else, 
that the affair was to be decided. A conflict 
continually supported by the same obstinacy and 
kept np by fresh troops, could alone insnre 
tha victory, and if it were obtained here, any 
reverse near Wavre was of little consequence. 
Tlie columns, therefore, continued their move- 
went*. It was half an hour past seven, and tbe 
issue of the battle was uncertain. Tlie whole of 
the 4th corps and a part of the 2d under General 
Vrish bad successively come np. The French 
troops fought with desperate fury : however, 



some uncertainty was perceived in their move- 
ments, and it was observed that some pieces of 
caonon were retreating* At this moment the 
first colnmus of the corps of General Zietben ar- 
rived on the points of attack, near the village of 
Smonhen, on the enemy's right flank, and in- 
stantly charged. This moment decided the de- 
feat of the enemy. His right wing was broken in 
three places ; he abandoned his positions. Our 
troops rushed forward, at the pas de charge* and 
attacked him on all sides, while, at the same' 
time, the whole English line advanced. Cir* • 
enmstancea were extremely favourable to the 
attack formed by the Prussian army ; the 
ground rose in an amphitheatre, so that our artil- 
lery could freely open its fire from the summit of 
a great many heights which rose gradnally above 
each other, and in the intervals of which the 
troops descended into the plain formed Into W- 
gade*, and in the greatest order; while fresh 
corps continually unfolded themselves, issuing 
from the forest on the height behind us. The 
enemy, however, still preserved means to retreat, 
till the village of Plaocbenoit, which he bad on 
his rear, and which was defended by the guard* 
was, after several bloody attacks, carried by 
storm. From that time the retreat became a 
rout, which soon spread through the whole 
French army, which in its dreadful confusion, 
hurrying away every thing that attempted to stop 
it, soon assumed the appearance of the flight of 
an army of baibarians. It was half-past nine. 
The Field Marshal assembled all the superior 
officers, and gave orders to • send the last boras 
and the last man, in pursuit of the enemy. The 
van of the army accelerated its march. The 
French being pursued without intermission, was 
absolutely disorganised. The causeway pre- 
sented the appearance of an immense ship- 
wreck; it was covered wirh an innumera- 
ble quantity of cannon, caissons, carriages, 
luggage, arms, and wrecks of every kind. Tho^e 
of tbe enemy who had attempted to repose for w 
time, and had not expected to be so quickly pur- 
sued, were driven from more than nine bivouac- 
In some villages tbey attempted to maintain them- 
selves; but as soon as they heard the beating of 
our drums or the souud of the trumpet, tbe> 
either fled or threw themselves into the bouses, 
where they were cut down or made prisoners. Ic 
was moonlight, which greatly favoured the pur- 
suit, for the whole march was but a contiuned 
chacc, either in the corn-fields or the houses. A t 
Genappe the enemy had entrenched himself with 
cannon and overturned carriage*; a* our ap- 
proach we suddenly heard in the town a grot* 
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t and • motion of carriages ; at the entrance 
we were exposed to a brisk fire of mnsketry ; we 
replied by some caunon shot, followed by an 
hurrah, and in an instant after the town was oars. 
It was here that, among other equipage*, the car- 
riage of Napoleon was taken ; he had jtist left it 
to mount on horseback, and in his hurry had .for- 
gotten in it bis sword and hat. Thus the affairs 
continued till break of day. About 40,000 men, 
in the most complete disorder, the remains of 
the whole army, have saved themselves, retreat- 
ing through Charleroi, porfly without arms, and 
carrying with them only «7 pieces of theirnome- 
roos artillery. The enemy *wi his flight has passed 
all his fortresses, the only defence of his fron- 
tiers, which are now passed by our armies.— 
At three o'clock, Napoleon had dispatched from 
the field of battle, a courier to Paris, with the 
news that victory was no longer doubtful: a 
few hours after, he had no lodger any army left. 
Ve have not yet any exact account of the enemy's 
loss ; it is enough to know that two-thirds of the 
whole army are killed, wounded* or prisoners : 
among the latter are Generals Blouton, Duheeme, 
and Compsns. Up to this time about 309 carmen, 
and 1000 cessions, are in our hands. Few victories 
have been so complete, and there is certainly no 
example that an army two days after losing a 
battle, engaged in inch an action, and so glorious- 
ly maintained Ik Honour be to troops capable 
of so much firmness and valour! In the middle 
of the position occupied by the French army, and 
exactly upon the height, ia a farm called La Belli 
Alliance. The march of all the Prussian columns 
was directed towards this fsrm, which was visible 
from every side. It was tliere that Napoleon was 
during the battle; It was thence he gave his 
orders, that he flattered himself with the hopes of 
victory, and It was there that his rain was de- 
cided. There, too, it was, that by a happy chance 
Field Marshal EUucher and Lord Wellington met 
in the dark, and mutually saluted each other as 
victors. In commemoratieo of the alliance which 
now subsists between the English and Prussian 
nations, ojf the union of the two armies, and their 
fttiprocal confidence, the Field Marshal desired, 



that this battle should bear the nam* of La Bel* 
Alliance. 



By the order of Field Marshal Blucber, 

GeueralGNEisBNAP 



ADVANCE OF THE ALLIED ARMIES* 

JDowuikg-strset, Jumx 39» 1815. — Dispatches*, 
of which the following are extracts, have heed this 
dsy received by Earl Bathurlt, from Field Marshal 
his Grace the Duke of Wellington, dated Gateatt> 
2Sd, and J oncoort, 35th instant* 

La Cateau, June tt, 1815. 
We have continued in march on the left of tbe> 
Sanibre since I wrote to you. Marshal Blocher 
crossed that river on the 19th, in pursuit of the ene« 
ray, and both armies entered the French territories 
yesterday ; the Prussians by Beaumont, and the al- 
lied army, under my command, by Bavay. The, 
remains of the Fiench army have retired ope* 
Laon. AH accounts agree in stating, that it is in a 
very wretched state; and that, in addition to it* 
losses in battle and iu prisoners, it is losing vast 
numbers of men by desertion. The soldiers qak 
their regiments in parlies, and return to their homes 7 
those of the cavalry and artillery selling their horses 
to the people of the country. The 3d corps, which 
in my dispatch of the 19th I ioibrmsd your Lord- 
ship hsd been detached to observe the Prussian 
army, remained in the neighbourhood of Wavre till 
the 30th ; it then made good its retreat by Namuc 
and Dinant. This corps is the only one remaining 
entire. I am not yet able to transmit your Lord- 
ship returns of the killed and wounded in the anas/ 
in the late actions. It gives me the greatest satis- 
faction to inform you,,that Colonel Delancy is not 
dead : he is badly wounded, but his recovery is not 
doubted, and I hope will be early. - 

Jencowrt, J**«*5,1B15. 
Finding that the garrison of Cambray was not 
very stroug, and that the place was not very well 
supplied with what wss wanting for its defence, I 
sent Lieut. General Sir Charles Colville there, on 
the day before yesterday 1 wilh one brigade oflhe 
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*th division, and Sir C, Gesnt's brigade of cavalry ; 
and upon his report of the strength of the place* I 
sent the whole divisipn yesterday morning. I have 
nv>w the satisfaction oi reporting, that Sir Charles 
Colrille took the town by escalade yesterday even- 
ing, with trifling loss, -a*d from the communications 
which he has since had with the Governor of the 
citadel^ 1 have every reason to hope that that post 
rwifl have liee*. surrendered to « Governor sent tnere 
*•/ ttte-Kiag of France* to take pcesesafcn'ef ft, in 
fttua eonrse of Um day; * St Qaeaten has been aban- 
doned by the enroly, and is in possession of Mar- 
shal Prince Blucher; a«d the castle of Ginae sut- 
lendar^d last night. All aecoonts concur in stating 
jtbat it is impossible for the «nemy to collect an 
army to snake (seed against ua* It appears that the 
French corjps which was opposed to the Prussians on 
jlhe 18 th iasuand bad been a,t Wavre, suffered con- 
siderably in its retreat, and lost some mi its cannon. 



BELLA HORRID A BELLA! 

At length once more are foos'd the dogs of war, 
rTm spread wide waate assd desatatioo far; 
To deal destruction on our fellow-men, 
To place the Bourbon on the throne again. 
Imperial Kus'ia'a num'rons hordes advance, 
' "With Europe's monarchs leagncd to ravage France 
Now march to give to gallant Frenchmen laws; 
-And dare assert, they fight in Freedom •cause; 
But the bate object wfeich they seek to gain, 
la on Iho free-born soul to fix the chain. 



England, alas I the hostile Jeagne has join 'd - 
Lost to lier honour, to her welfare blind ; 
Jnstice, with meek-eyed Peace, has fled the land 
Snbdned by base 'Corrupt ion's withering hand ; 
Who, o'er our isle, has atalk'd with giant stride, 
Deetroy'd, wbatancc was Britain's grea teat pride, 
Her beasied liberty— whose sacred flame* 
Rais'd to the highest pitch the British name 
Will no one seize the helm, and try to save 
The country's shattered vessel from the grave j 
BCnat she ignobly perish in the storm, 
Will no one raiee the hold protecting arm? 
Where is that mnnly, danutless spirit flown* 
Which once belong'd to Englishmen alone, 
Which in the can»e of Jnstice drew the sword, 
And the stern voice of Honour only beard j 
When to a tyrant they submission scorn'd, 
Bat with their blood, their rights, their freedom, 

eani'd. 
Dead is that manly spirit, or we ne'er 
Could join those wretches who delight in War; 
Whose hearts are callous to their country's woes, 
And who alone are England's direst foea. 
Waat sis^aJsmrttshtrteut ban rUav'n *"» ator* 
For those who basely sell, for sordid ore, 
Their country's freedom and her peace destroy,. 
And in her deep distress find horrid joy. 
The day of retribution soon must come, 
When these tile wretches will receive- tbefr 

doom; 
Their unavailing sorrow* then will flow, 
For rigid Justice will no mercy shew, 
Bqt on their coward heads will fall th' avenging 

blow. 



Buckingkanthiri:. 



Amor PaT»h*» 
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